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TO THE MOST HIGH MIGHTIE AND MAGNIFICENT 



EMPRESSE 



RENOWMED FOR PIF.TIE VERTVE AND ALL GRACIOUS GOVERNMENT 



ELIZABETH 



BY THB GRACE OF GOD. 

QVEENE OF ENGLAND FRAUNCE AND IRELAND AND 

OF VIRGINIA 

DEFENDOVR OF THE FAITH &c. 
HER MOST HUMBLE SER VAUNT 

EDMVND SPENSER 



DOTH IN ALL HUMILITIE 



DEDICATE PRESENT AND CONSECRATE 



THESE HIS LABOVRS 



TO LIVE WITH THE ETERNITIE OF HER FAME. 



LETTER OF THE AUTHOR'S, 



tXPOUNDING HIS WHOLE INTENTION IN THE COURSE OF THIS WORKE; WHICH, FOR THAT 

IT GIVETH GREAT LIGHT TO THE READER, FOR THE BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING IS HEREUNTO ANNEXED. 



TO THE RIGHT NOBLE AND VALOROUS 



SIR WALTER RALEIGH, knighi. 



LO. WARI>Em OF TUB STANNSnYES AND HER MAXUTIES LIEFTENAUNT OP THE COUNTY OF CORNTWAYLI.. 



Sir, 
Knowing how doubtfully all Allegories may be 
construed, and this booke of mine, which I hare 
entituled The Faery Queene, being a continued 
Allegory, or darke Conceit, I hare thought good, as 
well for avoyding of gealous opinions and miscon- 
Btructions, as also for your better light in reading 
thereof, (being so by you commanded,) to discover 
unto you the general mtention and meaning, which 
in the whole course thereof I haye iashioned, without 
expressing of any particular purposes, or by-acci- 
dents, therein occasioned. The general end, there- 
fore, of all the booke, is to fai^ion a gentleman or 
noble person in vertuous and gentle discipline ; 
which for that I conceiyed shoulde be most plausible 
and pleasing, being coloured with an historical fiction, 
the which the most part of men delight to read, 
rather for variety of matter then for profite of the 
ensample, I chose the Historye of King Arthure, as 
most fitte for the excellency of his person, being 
made famous by many mens former workes, and 
also furthest from thedaungerof enyy>and suspition 
of present time. In which I have u>llowed all the 
antique poets historicall ; first Homere, who in the 
persons of Agamemnon and Ulysses hatii ensampled 
a good governour and a yertuous man, the one in 
his Ilias, the other in his Odysseis ; then Virgil, 
Those like intention was to doe in the person of 
i£neas ; after him Ariosto comprised them both in 
his Orlando ; and lately Tasso dissevered thero again, 
and formed both parts in two persons, namely, that 
part which they in philosophy call Ethicet or v ertues 
of a private man, coloured inhis Rianaldo ; the other 
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named Politice^ in his Godfredo. By ensample of 
which excellente poets. I labour to pourtraict in 
Arthure, before he was king, the image of a brav/^ 
knight, perfected in the twelve private Morall Ver- 
tues, as Aristotle hath devised ; the which is the 
purpose of these first twelve bookes : which if I 
finde to be well accepted, I may be perhaps enco- 
raged to frame the other part of PoUiticke Vertues in 
his person, after that hee came to be king. To some 
I know this methode will seem displeasaunt, which 
had rather have good discipline delivered plainly in 
way of precepts, or sermoned at large, as they use, 
then thus clowdily ^awrapped lA allegorical devises. 
But such, me seeme, should be ^.tisfide with the use 
of these days, seeing all things accounted by their 
showes, and nothing esteemed of, that is not delight- 
full and pleasing to commune sence. For this cause 
is Xenophon preferred before Plato, for that the one, 
in the exquisite depth of his iudgement, formed a 
communewelth, such as it should be ; but the other, 
in the person of Cyrus, and the Persians, fiuhioned 
a government, such as might best be : so much more 
profitable and gratious is doctrine by ensample then 
by rule. So have I laboured to do in the person 
of Arthure : whom I conceive, after his long educa- 
tion by Timon, to whom he was by Merlin delivered 
to be brought up, so soone as he was borne of the 
Lady Igrayne, to have seene in a dream or vision 
the Faery Queene, with whose excellent beauty 
ravished, he awaking resolved to seeke her out^ 
and so being by Merlin armed, axA \s^ '\?vbs\sso. 
throughly instructed, \\^ ^eu\.\.^i %fe^^V«t "^^"^^ 
Faerve Land, la \:b.«X^«.«r^ ^v«cci<^ V xaswas^ V7w-% 



SPBNSER TO SIR WALTER RALEIGtI. 



in aygenenllinlentioD hot in my pwticuUr I eon- 
ceira the most eicellent md glorious paraoo of oni 
BOTBraine rfie Queene, uid her liingdom in Fierj 
Land. And ya>, in some pUcea ela, I do atberwiu 
shadow her. For conBidering shii bearelh two 
jMnoni, the one of a moat loyd Queens or Empraue, 
Ihe other of a raosl Teituom and beautifall lady, 
Ihia latter part in aome placea I doe sxpreaA in Bel- 
phube.faafconing her name acco.J Jig lo your oinio 
eicellsDt oonceipt of Cynthia : Phcabe and Cyntlia 
beiiig both nnoM of Diana. So in (he penoD of 
Princ* Arthnre I •etle forth Mapiificeoee in ptrli- 
cular j which VertUB for that (acooniing to Arialoils 
and the rest) it U the perfection of all the real, and 
conteineth in it (hem all, therefore in the whale 
course I mentioa (he deeds of Arthurs applyable to 
that Vertae, which I write of in that books. But of 
the lii. other Verluaa, 1 make lii. other ktiighl* the 
patrones, for tha more rarieiy of the hiatorj : of 
which iheee three bookes contayn three. 

The firs), of the Koight of the Radcroaaa, in 
whom I eipnsae Holynea ; the seoonde of Sir 
Gnyon, in whome I seita forth Temperwinoe : the 
third orBritomartiaalady-hnight.in whomlpictare 
Chastity. Bat, becauBe the beginniiiK of the whole 
workeseemelhabruptc sodas depending upon other 
BDtacedenti, it needs that ye know the occasian of 
these thrae knighu saverall adventures. For tha 
methode of a poet hiatorica! is not auch, as of an 
hiatoriographar. For an historiographer diacooraelb 
of athyres orderly as they were donne, accounting as 
well the times as the actions ; but s poet ihrusteth 
into tlie m-^deit, »wen where it moM cooceroeth 
him, and inero recoursing to the thingea forepasto, 
and dinning of thingea to come ; maketh a pleasing 
analysis of all. 

'ITie beginning therefore of roy history, if it were 
to be lold by an bi storing rspber, should be the 
twelfth books, which i> the last ; where I deiise that 
the Faery Queene kept her annual feaato liL daya ; 
uppon which lii. Beverall dajee, the occasions of Ihe 
lii.savenll adTentures bapned, which, being under- 
taken by zii. several] kniehis, are in ibeaeiii. books 
severallj handled and discoursed. The first wai 

this. In the beginning of the feast, there pi '--' 

himaalfe a tall elowniahe young num, who 
before the Queene of Faeriea deored a booi , 
manner then was) which during that feaac ^e might 
not refbse; which was thst hee might ' 









which daring tl 



feasto should happen, Thatbeinggrannled.herested 
him on the floore, unfitte through his ruaticily for a 
better plaos; Soone after eotred a faire ladje in 
mourning weedos, tiding on a wLite asae, with a 
dwarfe behind her leading a warlike steed, that bora 
Ihe arms of s Imight, aod lis speare in the dwarfea 
hsnd. Shee, falling before the Queene of Faniea, 
romplnyned that her ftlher and mother, an ancient . 



Icing and q 
yean shut 
tham not I 
Faerie Quei 






n huga dragon many 

in a Drasen csstje, who thence auffred 
pssew ; and therefore besought the 
to aasygne ber some one of her knighu 
--- iiployt. _ Presently lhs( 



lartiog, d 



d thai adre 



the lady 

much gainesaying, yet he eameatly importuned his 
desire. In llie end the lady told him, ibst unlessa 
that armour which she broaght, would serve him 
(that is, the armour of a Christian man specified by 
St Paul, V. Epbes.) that he could not aucceed in 
that enterprise: which being forthwith put opon 
him wiUi dew furnitures thereunto, be seemed the 
goodliest man in al that company, and was well liked 
of the lady. And eftesooQes taking on him knight- 
hood, and mountingontbaistraungec' "~ ' 
forth with heron that adreniurej v 
the lirst booke, viz. 



The second day (here came in a palmer bearing an 
infant with bloody bands, whose parents he cchd- 
playaed to hare bene alayn by an enchanntreasa 
called Acrasia ; and therefore craved of the Faery 
Queene, to appoint him some knight to performs 
that adventure j which being assigned to Sir GuyOD, 
he presently went forth with that same palmer; 
which is the bcginniug of the second booke, and the 
whole subiect thereof. The third day there came 
in a groome, who complained before the Faery 
Queeue, that a vile eacbaunter, called Buairane, had 
in hand a moat fairs Itif, a'J*l Anioretta, whom he 
kept in most grievoas toRnea\, Jlsjause abe would 
not vield him the nleasure of her body. Whereupon 
that lady, preseotly tooke 
adventure. But being unable to per- 



ithyr. 



LOf tl 






let with BriloiL 
succoured him , and reskewed bis love. 

But, by occasion hereof, many other adventures 
are intenuedled ; but rsther as accidents then intend- 
menti ; as the love of Uritomart, the overthrow of 
Marinell, the misery of Florimell, the veriuousruii 
of Belphicbe, the lasciviousneas of Hellenota; and 
many the like. 

ThuB much. Sir, 1 tiare on-itf overronue to direcl 
your underatanding to the wel-bead of the hiatory; 
that, from thence gathering the whole intention ofiM 
coDceii,yemajasinabandful gripe al the discantse, ' 
which oiherwise may happily seem tedious and coo- 
fiised. So, buuibly craving the continuance of year 



eatablisbmvDt of yonr happini 



humbly taks ' 
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SONNETS ADDRESSED BY THE AUTHOR. 



Grats Mosm, march in triumph and with praysM ; 
Cur Goddesae here hath given you leare to 

land ; 
Aod biddea thia rare dispenaer ut your gracea 
Bo«v downe hia brow uiito her aacred hand. 
Deserte findea dew in that moat princely doome. 
In whoae aweete breat are all the Muaea bredde ; 
So did that great Augustua erat in Roome 
With learea of fame adome hia poeta hedde. 
Faire be the guerdon of your Faery Queene, 
Eren of the faireat that the world hath aaene ! 

H. B. 



When atout Achillea heard of Ifelena rape, 

And what reyenge the atatea of Greece deria'd ; 

Thinking by aleight the fatall warrea to acape. 

In woroana weedea himaelfe he then diaguia d : 

But this devise Ulyaaes aoone did spy. 

And brought him forth, the chauuce of warre to 

try. 
When Spenser aaw the fame waa apredd ao large 
Throuffh Faerr land, of their renowned Qoeene ; 
Loth that hia Muse ahould take ao great a charge, 
Aa in such haughty matter to be aeeue ; 
To aeeme a shepheard, then he made hia choice ; 
But Sidney neard bju aing, tad knew hia voice. 



And aa Ulyaaes brought faire Thetia aonne 
From hia retyred life to menage armea : 
So Spenser waa, by Sidneys apeaches, wonne 
To blase her fame, not fearing future harmea : 
For well he knew, his muse would soone be 

tjrred 
In her high praiae, that all the world admired. 



Yet aa Achillea, in thoae warlike frayea. 

Did win the palme from all the Grecian peeres 

So Spenaer now, to hia immortal prayse. 

Hath wonne the laurell quite from all hia feeres. 

What though hia taske exceed a bumaine witt * 

He ia ezcua'd, sith Sidney thought it fitt. 

W. L 

To looke upon a worke of rare deyise 

The which a workman aetteth out to view, 

And not to jrield it the deaerred priae 

That unto auch a workmanship is dew. 

Doth either prove the iudgement to be naught. 
Or ela doth ahew a mind with envy fraught. 

To labour to commend a peece of worke. 
Which no man goea about to discommend. 
Would raiaea JMlous doubt, that there did lurke 
Some secret doubt whereto the prayse did tend : 
For when men know the goodnes of the wyne 
'lis needless for the boast to have a sygne. 

Thua then, to ahew my iadfemeot to be auch 
A a can disceme of colours blacke and white 
Aa alia to free my minde from enviea tuch, 
lliat never givea to any man hia right ; 
I here pronounce thia workmanship is vuch 
A a that no pen can aet it forth too much. 

And thua I hang a garland at the dore ; 

(Not for to ahew the goodness of the ware ; 

But such hath beene the cuatome heretofore. 

And cuatomea very hardly broken are ;) 

And when your taat ahall tell you thia is trew. 
Then looke you give your boast his utmost dew. 

Ignotq. 



SONNETS 



ADDRESSED BY THE AUTHOR. 



TO THB RIGHT HONOURABLB SIR CHR18TOPHBR HATTOH, 
LORD HIGH CHAUNCSLOR OF ENGLAND, ETC. 

Those prudent heada, that with their counaels wise 

Whylome the pillours of th' earth did auataine. 

And taught ambitious Rome to tyrannise 

And in the neck of all the world to rayne ; 

Oft from thoae grave afiairer wata wont abataine. 

With the aweet lady Muaea for to yktj : 

So Enniua the elder Africane ; 

So Maro oft did Caesars cares allay. 

So you, ffreat Lord, that with your counsel! sway 

The burdein of this kingdom mightily. 

With like delightes sometimes may eke delay 

I'he rugeed brow of carefuU Policy ; 

And to theae ydle rymes lend litle space. 

Which for their titles sake may find more grace. 

E. S. I 



TO THE BIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD BURLEIGH, LORD 
HIGH THREASURER OF ENGLAND. 

To you, right noble Lord, whose careful! brest 
To menage of most grave affaires is bent ; 
And on whose mightie shoulders most doth rest 
The burdein of this kingdomes governement, 
(As the wide compasse of the firmament 
On Atlas mightie shoufders is upstayd,) 
Unfitly I these ydle rimes present, 
The labor of lost time, and wit unstayd ; 
Yet if their deeper aence be inly wayd. 
And the dim vele, with which from, commune rew 
Their fairer parta are hid, aside be layd, 
Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to you. 
Such as they be, vouchsafe them to receave. 
And wipe their faults out of your censure grave. 

E.S. 



F 



flMi 



BONNBTS AbDRESSED BY THE AUTHOR. 



Hon Duble lord, the pillor ormT lift, 

Aod palrooe of my Illuwi papilUge ; 

TtroDRb ihoH Imrge bouDlie. poured on me lire. 

Id the firel seawin of my feeble age, 

I DOir doe liic, bound youn by laSBalage ; 

(Siih nirfbing ever msr redeeme, n 



Voochssfe, if 



"0 






I lei 



11 thai 

liie wbich s riiatick Muie did weai 
oyle, fst from Pomasso mouDt, 
Btoughl in an unleuDMl looma : 
Toucbsue, deu Lord, your fatourabU 



.iolB. rigbl hoDDnrahlB Lord, 



Id golden yene, 


Kotiliy immo 




fit (were leai 


Thy gnciou. .< 


erami praiae. 








But, aith thou ni 




To baser wit bi 


power ibetBi 
faiUta tby dai 


Wbou (;rasae c 


And unsd vised overaiKhlB ainc 


am everaiorB v 


uchMfe, it to 


Against Tile Zoi 


ug hackbitinga 


TO TEt HIOBT B 


NDUBiBLE BIH 








Tuif M(mtu»ne 


poela incomp 



ipared apirit 
Wboae gjrland now i» set in bighe^l nlaci 
Had not MecEenaa, for bis worlLy merit. 



Jtfii 



It Augiis 



Miglit longperbapa 

Ne bene so much admir'd of later oge. 

Tbis lowly Muse, that learaa lilie aieps to tr^ce, 

Flies for like aide unto your patronage, 

(TbBt are the great Mecsnas of tbis age, 

As well to all Ibat civil aiteaprofesao, 

As iboae Ibat are inspir'd with moriial rage,) 

And craves ptotectiou of berfeeblenesae : 

Which if ye yield, porbaps ye may bar rajse 

In bigger tansa to aouad your living prayaa. E. S. 



Wno ever gave mora honourable priae 

To tba sweet Muse then did the Mactiall crew, 

I'liut tbeir brave deeds abe might imraorlalize 

Who ilien ought more lo favonr her then you. 
Most noble lord the honor of thia age, 
And precedent of all that armes onauet 
Whose warlike proweage and manly touruge. 
Tempered with reason and advisement sage, 
iiBTh fildaad Belgicke with Ticlorioua spoils ; 
111 france and Ireland left a famous irase ; 
rt lid lately shekt the Lusitanian soile. 
Sub then each where thou hast diapredd thy fami 
Leva him that hath eternized your name. E. S 
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To thee, that ut ilie sommera nigbtingate. 

■|"by aoTBraina goddesses most deare delight. 

Why doe I lend lh]s rusticke madrigale. 

That mav Ihy tunefutl eare unseason quite? 

Thon onely fit this argument to write, 

In whose high tboughta Fleasurehatlibuiltbu bourn 

And dainlie Love letmd sweetly to eadite. 

My rimes I know DUiavory and sowra. 

To taaltba streamea that, like a golden ihoirre, * 

F(ow from tby Iraitfult head of thvlovea pruM ]rf 

Filter perhaps to thonder mattudl ttowre, ^ 

\VhBiiso Ihee list thy lofty Muse to raise : J 

Yet, till that thou tby poene wilt make known*,^ 

Let thy faira Ciotbiis praises be tbusiadeljahoitni 



REHEHBaAUNCE of that most heroicke apirit. 
Hie bevans pride, the glory of our daiea. 

Of bis brave vermes,) crown'd with Ustiug baie«. 
Of hevealia blis and everlasting praiea ; 
Who first my Muse did lift outofthe flora. 
To sing bis sweat dellgbis in lowlia lai 

His goodly image living evermore 
In the divinB resemblaunce ofyoutfad 
Wbich with your vertuBB ya embelliali more, 
beauty deck with heavenly grace 



I 



For his, and for your owns especial sake, 
Vouchsafe from him thia token io good worth 1c 



E.S. 



Nei 

with rememhraunea of you 
(Wherewith tbat courtly garloud most 
And deck the world,) adonie these ve 
Not that tbvse few lines can io them t 
Those glorious otoumenu of hevenly grace, 
VV herewith ye triumph over feeble eyes 
And in subdued barts do tyrsnnyse ; 
(For thereunto doth need agoldenqutll 
And silver leaves, them rightly to derise ;) 
But to make humble present of good will : 
Which, whenaa timely meaneail purchase 
In ampler wise Itaelfe will forth display. 



TtiB Chian peinoter, when he 




Topourtraict V 




rfecthBw; 




rke more abwlule, deair'd 










n tba semblant tia 


or Beautieu Qu 


eene, Oie wo 


ds sole wonderm 


To abarpe my aence with sun 


dry besotiBS vew. 








If all the world 






A fairer crew yet nowhere could I see 


Then that brave 


court doth t 


mina bib present. 


Ikat the world' 




gathered thereto 


Ofeaohapart] 


stole by cun 




Forgive it me, 




EJtb lesse ye hav 



THE FIRST BOOKE 



or 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



CONTAYNING 



THE LEGEND OF THE KNIGHT OF THE RED CROSSE, OR OF HOUNESSE. 



Lo ! I, the man whose Muse whylome did maske. 
As time her taught, in lowly shepheards weeds. 
Am now enforst, a farre unfitter taske. 
For trumpets sterne to chaunge mine oaten reeds. 
And sing of knights and ladies gentle deeds ; 
Whose praises having slept in silence long. 
Me, all to meane, the sacred Muse areeds 
To blazon broade emongst her learned throng : 
Fiercewarres andfaithful loves shall moralize mysong. 



IT. 

Help then, O holy virgin ! chiefs of nyne. 

Thy weaker novice to perform thy will ; 

Lay forth out of thine everlasting scryne 

The Antique rolles, which there lye hidden still. 

Of Faerie knights and iayrest Tanaquill, 

Whom that most noble Briton prince so long 

Sought through the world, and suffered so much ill. 

That I must rue his undeserved wrong : 

O|helpethou myweake wit, and sharpen my dull tong! 



in. 

And thou, most dreaded impe of highest love, 

Faire Venus sonne,that with thy cruell dart 

At that good knight so cunningly didst rove. 

That glorious fire it kindled in his hart ; 

Lay now thy deadly heben bowe apart. 

And, with uy mother mylde, come to mine ayde ; 

Come, both ; and with you bring triumphant Mart, 

In loves and gentle ioUities arraid, 

After his murarous spoyles and bloudie rage allayd. 

IV. 

And with them eke, O g^desse heavenly bright, 

Mirrour of grace and majestie divine. 

Great Ladie of the greatest Isle, whose light 

Like Phcpbus lampe throughout the world doth shine. 

Shed thy faire beames into my feeble eyne. 

And raise my thoughtes, too humble and too vile, 

To thinke of that true glorious type of thine, 

The argument of mine afflicted stUe : 

The which to heare vouchsafe,Odearest dread,awhile 



CANTO I. 



The patron of true HoUnesse 
Foule Errour doth defeate ; 

Hypocrisie, him to entrappe, 
both to Ids home entreate. 



II. 



A GEKTLB knight was pricking on the plaine, 
Ycladd in mightie armes and silver shielde. 
Wherein old dints of deepe woundes did remaine. 
The cruel markes of many' a bloody fielde ; 
Yet armes till that time did he never wield : 
His angry steede did chide his foming bitt. 
As much disdayning to the curbe to yield : 
Full iolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt. 
As cue for knightly giusts and fierce encounters fitt* 



And on his brest a bloodie crosse he bore. 

The deare remembrance of his djing Lord, 

For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he wore^ 

And dead, as living, ever him ador'd : 

Upon his shield the like was also scor'd. 

For soveraine hope, which in his helpe he had. 

Right, faithfull, true he was in deed« «.xA^<st^s 

But of his cheere dvd. %««nv^ \ai^ %^<sdccca «rA \ 

Yet iLOlVims AidL\i^ ^t^^'^^XwX ^'^^t ^^ ^^t<mJ^- 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



[BoovL 



ni. 

Upon a great adventure he was bond, 
llbat greatest Gloriana to bim gave, 
(Tbat greatest glorious Queene of Faery lond) 
To winne bim worshippe, and her grace to have. 
Which of all earthly things he most did crave. 
And ever as he rode, his hart did earne 
To prove his puissance in battell brave 
Upon his foe, and his new force to 1 earne ; 
Upon his foe, a dragon horrible and stearne. 



A lovely ladie rode him faire beside. 
Upon a lowly asse more white then snow ; 
Yet she much whiter ; but the same did hide 
Under a vele, that wimpled was full low ; 
And over all a blacke stole shoe did throw, 
As one that inly mournd ; so was she sad. 
And heavie sate upon her palfrey slow ; 
Seemed in heart some hidden care she had ; 
And by her in a line a milke-wbite lambe she lad* 



So pure and innocent, as that same lambe. 
She was in life and every vertuous lore. 
And by descent from royall lynage came 
Of ancient kinges and queenes, that had of yore 
'i'heir scepters stretcht from east to westeme shore. 
And all the world in their subjection held ; 
Till that infernal feend with foule uprore 
Forwasted all their land, and them expeld ; [pe\d. 
Whom to avenge, she had this knight from far com- 

vi. 

Behind her farre away a dwarfe did lag, 

Tbat lasie seemd, in being ever last, 

Or wearied with bearing of her bag 

Of needments at his backe. Thus as they past. 

The day with cloudes was suddeine overcast, 

And angry love an hideous storme of raine 

Did poure into his lemaus lap so fast. 

That everie wight to shrowd it did constrain ; [faim 

And this faire couple eke to shroud themselves were 



VII. 

Enforst to seeke come covert nigh ai hand, 
A shadie grove not fan* away they spide. 
That promist ayde the tempest to withstand ; 
Whose loftie trees, yclad with sommers pride 
I>id spred so broad, that heavens light did hide. 
Not perceable with power of any starr ; 
And all within were pathes and alleies wide. 
With footing wome, and leading inward farr : 
Faire harbour that them seems ; so in they entred ar. 

VIII. 

And foorth they passe, with pleasure forward led, 
loving to heare toe birdes sweete harmony, 
wliich therein shrouded from the tempest dred, 
Seemd in their song to scorne the cruell sky. 
Much can they praise the trees so straight and by, 
I'he sayling pine ; the cedar proud and tall ; 
The vine-propp elme j the poplar never dry ; 
The builder oake, sole king of forrests all ; 
The aspine good for staves^ the cypresse funerall ; 



IX. 



The laurell, meed of mightie conqueronrs 

And poets sage ; the firre that weepeth still ; 

The willow, wome of forlome paramours ; 

The eugh, obedient to the benders will ; 

The birch for shaftes ; the sallow for the mill ; 

The mirrhe sweete-bleeding in the bitter wound ; 

The warlike beech ; the ash for nothing ill ; 

The fruitful olive ; and the platane round ; 

I'he carver holme ', the maple, seldom inward sound. 



X. 

Led with delight, they thus beguile the way, 
Untill the blustring storme is oxrerblowne ; 
When, weening to retume, whence they did stray. 
They cannot finde that path, which 6rst was showne. 
But vrander too and fro in waies unknowne. 
Furthest from end then, when they neerest weene. 
That makes them doubt their wits be not their owne ; 
So many paths, so many turnings seene, [been. 

That whioh of them to take in diverse doubt they 

XI. 

At last resolving forward still to fare. 

Till that some end they finde, or in or oat. 

That path they take, that beaten seemd most bare. 

And like to lead the labyrinth about ; 

Which when by tract they hunted had throughout, 

At length it brought them to a hollo we cave 

Amid the thickest woods. The champion stoat 

Eftsoones dismounted from his courser brave. 

And to the dwarfe awhile his needlesse spere he gave. 



XII. 



it 



Be well aware," auoth then that ladie milde, 
** Least suddtime mischiefe ye too rash provoke : 
The danger hiA, the place unknowne and wilde, 
Breedes dreadfull doubts : oft fire is without smoke. 
And perill without show ; therefore your stroke. 
Sir Knight, with-hold, till further try all made." 
" Ah, Ladie," sayd he, *' shame were to revoke 
The forward footing for an hidden shade : [wade.** 
Vertue gives her selfe light through darknesse for to 

xin. 

" Yea, but," quoth she, " the perill of this place 
I better wot then you : Though nowe too late 
To wish you backe retume with foule disgrace. 
Yet wisedome wames, whilest foot is in the g^te, 
To stay the steppe, ere forced to retrate. 
This is the Wandring Wood, this Errours Den, 
A monster vile, whom God and man does hate : 
Therefore I read beware." ** Flv, fly," (^uoth then 
The fearefull dwarfe ; "this is'no place for hving men." 



XIV. 

But, full of fire and greedy hardiment. 

The youthfuU knight could not for ought be staide ; 

But forth unto the darksome hole he went. 

And looked in : his glistring armor made 

A litle glooming light, much like a shade ; 

By which he saw the ugly monster plaine, 

Halfe like a serpent horribly displaide. 

But th' other halfe did womans shape retaine. 

Most lothsom, filthie, foule, and full of vile disdaine. 
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His ladv teeing all, that cbaanst, from farr«, 

Approcnt in bast to greet bis rictorie ; 

And saide, " Faire kniebt, borne under bappie stair*. 

Who see your vanquisnt foes before you lye ; 

Well wortbie be you of tbat armory. 

Wberein ye have great glory wonoe this dxy, 

And prooy*d your strength on a strong enimie ; 

Your first adventure : many sucb I pray, 

Jnd henceforth erar wish that like succeed it may I" 

xZYnr. 

Then mounted he upon his steede againe. 
And with the lady backward sought to wend : 
Tbat path he kept, which beaten was most plains, 
Ne ever would to any by-way bend ; 
But atill did follow one unto the end, 
The which at last out of the wood them brought. 
So forward on his way (with God to frend) 
He passed forth, and new adventure sought : 
Long way he travailed, before he heard of ought. 

ZXIX. 

At length the^r chaunst to meet upon the way 

An aged sire, in lone blacke weeaes yclad. 

His feete all bare, his beard all boarie gray. 

And by his belt his bopke he hanging had ; 

Sober he seemde, and very sagely ssd ; 

And to the ground fab eyes were lowly bent. 

Simple in shew, and voiae of malice bad ; 

And all the way he prayed, as he went. 

And often knockt his brest, as one that did repent. 

zxx. 

He faire the knight saluted, louting low, 

Who faire him quited, as that courteous was ; 

And after asked him, if he did know 

Of straunge adventures, which abroad did pas. 

"Ah ! my dear sonne,*' quoth he, " how should, alas ! 

Silly old man, that lives in hidden cell. 

Bidding his beades all day for his tresp&s, 

Tydings of warre and worldly trouble tell ? 

With holy father sits not with such thinges to melL 

XZZI. 

*' But if of daunger, which hereby doth dwell. 
And bomebredd evil ye desire to heare, 
Of a straunge man I can you tidings tell. 
That wasteth all this countrie farre and neare." 
'* Of such," saide he, " I chiefly doe inquere ; 
And shall thee well rewarde to shew the place, 
In which that wicked wight his dayes doth weare : 
For to all knighthood it is foule disgrace. 
That such a cursed creature lives so long a space." 

XXX IT. 

" Far hence,'' quoth he, " in wastfull wildemesse 
His dwelling is, by which no living wight 
May ever passe, but thorough great distresse." 
" Now," saide the ladie, " draweth toward night -, 
And well I wote, that of your later fight 
Ye all forwearied be ; for what so strong, 
Cut, wanting rest, will also want of might ? 
The snnne, that measures heaven all day long, 

Ui baitehissteedesthe ocean waves emong. 



zxsni. 



" Then with the snnae take, sir, your timely rest, 
And with new day new worke at onc« beno : 
l-ntroub1ed night, they say. fives couosmI best" 
*« Right well. Sir Knight, ye have adyiaed bin." 
Quoth then that aged man ; '* the way to win 
Is wisely to advise. Now day is spent : 
Therefore with me ye may take up yoar in 
For this same night'* The knight was well contest: 
So with that godly fttber to his bofne they went 

zxsiv. 

A little lowly bennitace it was. 

Downs in a dale, hard by a forest's side. 

Far from resort of people, that did paa 

In traveill to and froe : a little wyde 

There was an holy chappell edifyde, 

Wberein the hermite dewly wont to say 

Hia holy thinga each mome and OTMityde : 

Thereby a christall streams did gently play. 

Which from a sacred foontaine welled forth ay. 



XXXV. 

Arrived there, the litle house they fill, 
Ne looke for entertainement, where none was ; 
Rest is their feast, and all thinges at their will: 
The nobleat mind the best contentment has. 
With faire discourse the evening so they pas ; 
For that olde man of pleasing wordes had store, 
And well could file bis tongue, as smooth as gits: 
He told of saintes and popes, and evermore 
He strowd an Ave-Mary after and before. 

XXXVI. 

The drouping night thus creepeth on them fast ; 
And the sad humor loading their eye-liddes, 
As messenger of Morpheus, on them cast [biddes. 
Sweet slombring deaw, the which to sleep them 
Unto their lodrings then his guestes he riddes : 
Where when ul drownd in deadly sleepe he findes, 
He to his studie goes ; and there amiddes 
His magick bookes, and artes of sundrie kindes. 
He seeks out mighty charmes to troable sleepy minds. 

XXXVII. 

Then choosing out few words most horrible, 
(Let none them read !) thereof did verses frame: 
With which, and other spelles like terrible. 
He bad awake blacke Plutoes griesly dame ; 
And cursed Heven ; and spake reproohful shame 
Of highest God, the Lord of life and light. 
A bold bad man I that dar'd to call by name 
Great Gorgon, prince of darknes and dead night; 
At which Cocytus quakes, and Styx is put to flight 

XXXVIII. 

And forth he cald out of deepe darknes dredd 
Legions of sprights, the which, like litle flyes, 
Fluttring about his ever-damned hedd, 
Awaite whereto their service he applyes. 
To aide his friendes, or fray his enimies : 
Of those he chose out two, the falsest twoo. 
And fittest for to forge true*seeming lyes ; 
The one of them he gave a message too. 
The other by himselfe staide other worke to doo. 
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And nyd, " Ah sir, my liege lord, and my lore. 

Shall I accuse the hidden cniell fate. 

And mightie caasea wroarht in heaven abofe, 

Or the hlind god, that doUi me thua amate, 

For hoped love to wione me oertaine hate ? 

Yet thus perforce he bids me do, or die. 

Die is my dew ; yet rew my wretched state. 

You, whom mv hard aTeoeing dettinie 

Hath made iodge of my Um or death indifertotly : 



ui. 

" Your owne deareaake forst me at first to leave 
My fathers kingdom*' — ^there she stopt with tearea ; 
Her swollen hart her speech seemd to bereare, 
And then againe begun ; '* My weaker yeares, 
Captiy*d to fortune and frayle worldly fearea. 
Fly to your fayth for succour and sore ayde : 
I^et me not die in languor and long teares." [may'd T 
« Why, dame,*' quoth he, " what hath ye thus dis- 
What frayes ye, that were wont to eomlart me 
ffraydf* 



un. 



"Love of yourselfe,'*8he 8aide,'*aBd deare oonatraint, 
Leta me not aleepe, but waste the wearie n^ht 
In secret anguish and unpittied plaint. 
Whiles you in careleaae aleepe are drowned qvight" 
Her doubtful] words made that redoubted knight 
Suspect her truth ; jret since no' uncmth be knew, 
Her fiiwning lore with foule disdainefuU spight 
He would not shend ; but aaid, " Deare dame, I rew 
That for my sake unknowne such griefe unto yoa 
grew: 



LIT. 



<c 



•ffrayd 



Assure your selfe, it fell not all to gronnd ; 
For all so deare, as life is lo my hart, 
I deeme your lore, and hold me to you booad : 
Ne let Taine fears procure your needleaee smart. 
Where cause is none ; but to your rest depart.** 
Not all content, yet seemd tkte to appeeae 
Her moumefuU plaintea, beguiled of her art. 
And fed with words, that could not choae but please: 
So, alyding aofdy forth, she tumd aa to lier 



Lr, 

Long after lay he musing at her mood. 

Much griey'd to thinke that gende dame ao light. 

For whose defence be was to shed his blood. 

At hat dull wearinea of former fight 

Haring 3rrockt asleepe bis irkesome spright. 

That troubloua Dreame gan freshly tosse his braine 

With bowrea, and beds, and ladiea deare delight : 

But, when he aaw hia labour all waa vaine, 

Widb dbat miaformed apright he backe retumd againe. 



CANTO IT. 

The g^ilefull great enchaunter parts 
The Redcrosse knight from Truth : 

Into whose stead faire Falshood steps. 
And workes him woefull ruth. 



I. 

By this the northern e wagoner had set 

His sevenfold teme behind the stpdfast starre 

That was in ocean waves yet never wet, 

But firme is fixt, and sendeth light from farre 

To all that in the wide deepe wandring arre ; 

And chearefull chaunticlere with his note shrill 

Had warned once, that Phoebus fiery cane 

In hast was climbing up the easteme hill, 

Full envious that Night so long hia roome did fill : 

n. 

When those accursed messengers of hell, 
That feigning Dreame, and that faire-forged spright, 
Came to their wicked maister, and gan tell 
Their bootelesse paines, and ill-succeeding night : 
Who, all in rage to see his skilfull might 
Deluded so, gan threaten hellish peine 
And sad Pros6rpines wrath, them to affright. 
But, when he saw hia tbreatning was but vaine. 
He cast about, and aearcht his baleful bokes againe. 



I 



in. 

Eftsoones he tooke that miscreated Faire, 
And that false other spright, on whom he spred 
A seeming body of the subtile aire. 
Like a young squire, in loves and lus^rfaed 
His wanton daies that ever loosely led. 
Without regard of armes and dreaded ilrht; 
Those two be tooke, and in a secrete bed, 
Covered with darkenea and misdeeming night. 
Them both together laid, to ioy in vaine delight. 



IV. 

Forthwith be runnes with feigned-faithfull hast 
Unto bis guest, who, after troublous sights 
And dreames, gan now to take more sound repast ; 
Whom suddenly he wakes with fearful frights, 
As one aghast with feends or damned sprights. 
And to him calls ; " Rise, rise, unhappy swaine, 
That here wex old in sleepe, whiles wicked wights 
Have knit themselves in Venus shameful chaine : 
Come,seewhereyour false lady doth her honor staiue.' 
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Tbe Sansin, sore dannted with tba boffe, 
Snatchetb hia aword, and fiercely to him fliea ; 
Who well it ward*, and qayteth caff with cuff : 
Each othera equall paiaaaunce eoTfea, 
And through tneir iron aidea with eroell apies 
Does aeeke to perce ; repining courage yielda 
No foote to foe : the llaaning fier flies, 
At from a forge, out of their burning ahielda ; 
And atxeama of purple bloud new die the verdant 
fields. 

ZVIII. 

" Curse on that croase/' quoth then the Sarasin, 

That keepa thj body from the bitter fitt ; 

Dead long ygoe, I wote, thou haddeat bin, 

Had not uiat charme from thee forwamed itt : 

I)ut yet I wame thee now aaaured aitt. 

And hide thy head.*' Therewith upon his crest 

With rigor ao outrageous he smitt, 

lliat a large share it hewd out of the i«at, [bleat. 

And glauncing down his shield from blame him fairly 



XIX. 

Who, thereat wondroua wroth, the aleeping apark 
Of native rertue gan eftaoones revive ; 
And, at his haughty helmet making mark. 
So hugely stroke, that it the Steele did rive. 
And cleft his head : he, tumbling downe alive, 
With bloudy mouth his mother earth did kis. 
Greeting his grave : his grudging ghost did strive 
With the fraile fleah ; at last it flitted is, 
Whither the soules doe fly of men, that live amis. 



XX. 

The lady, when she saw her champion fall. 

Like the old mines of a broken towre. 

Staid not to waile his woeful! funerall ; 

But from him fled away with all her powre : 

AVho after her as hastily g^n scowre. 

Bidding the dwarfe with him to bring away 

The Sarazins ahield, signe of the conqueroure : 

Her soone he overtooke, and bad to atay ; 

For present cause waa none of dread her to dismay. 



XXI. 

Shee turning backe, with mefull countenaunce, 
Cride, " Mercy, mercy, sir, vouchsafe to show 
On silly dame, subiect to hard mischaunce. 
And to your mighty will." Her humblesse low 
In so ritch weedes, and seeming glorious show. 
Did much emmove his stout heroic ke heart ; 
And said, *' Deare dame, your suddein overthrow 
Much nieth me ; but now put feare apart, [part.' 
And tel, both who ye be, and who that tooke your 



•» 



XXII. 

Melting in teares, then gan shee thus lament ; 

** The wretched woman, whom unhappy howre 

I'ath now made thrall to your commandemcnt. 

Before that angry heavens list to lowre, 

And fortune false betraide me to your powre, 

Was, (O what now availeth that I was!^ 

Borne the sole daughter of an eroperoor ; 

He that the wide west under his rule has. 

And high hath set his throne where Tiberis doth pad. 



" He, in the first flowre of my fresbeit %ge. 

Betrothed me unto the onely haire 

Of a moat mighty kins, most rich and sagv ; 

Waa never prince ao nithfull and so laire, 

Waa never prince so meeke and debonaire i 

But, ere my hoped day of apousall abone. 

My dearest lorJ fell from high honora staire 

Into the hands of hys accuraed fone. 

And cruelly waa alaine ; that ahall I erer mone I 

XZIT. 

" His blessed body, spoild of lively breatb, 
Waa afterward, I Know not how, convaid. 
And firo me hid ; of whoae moat innocent death 
When tidinga came to mee, unhappy maid, 
O, how great sorrow my sad some assaid I 
I'ben forth I went his woefoll corse to find. 
And many yearea thronghout the worid I atraid, 
A virnn widow ; whoae deepe-wounded mind 
With love long time did langniah, as the atriken hind. 

zxv. 

'* At laat it chaunced this proud Sarazin 

To meete me wandring ; who perforce me led 

With him away ; but yet coula never win 

The fort, that ladies hold in soveraigne dread. 

Thera lies he now with foule dishonor dead. 

Who, whilea he livde, waa called proud Sanafoj, 

The eldest of three brethren ; all Uiree bred 

Of one bad sire, whose youngest is Sansioy ; [loy. 

And twixt them both was born the bloudy bold l£ms- 

XXVI. 

" In this sad plight, friendlesse, unfortunate. 
Now miserable I Fidessa dwell, 
Craving of you, in pitty of my state. 
To doe none ill, if please ye not doe well." 
He in great passion all this while did dwell. 
More busying his quicke eies, her face to view. 
Then his dull eares, to heare what shee did tell ; 
And aaid, *' Faire lady, hart of flint would rew 
The undeserved woes and sorrowes, which ye shew. 



XXVII. 



" Henceforth in safe assuraunce may ye rest. 
Having both found a new friend you to aid. 
And lost an old foe that did you molests. 
Better new friend then old foe is said.*' 
With chaunge of chear the seeming-simple maid 
Let fal her eien, as shamefast, to the earth, 
And yeelding soft, in that she nought gainsaid. 
So forth they rode, he feinineseemely merth, [dertb. 
And shee coy lookes : so dainty, they say, maketh 



xxviu. 



Long time they thus together traveiled ; 

Til, weary of their way, they came at last 

Where grew two goodly trees, that faire did spred 

Their armes abroad, with gray mosse overcaste ; 

And their greene leaves, trembling with every blast. 

Made a cakne shadowe far in compasse round : 

The fearfull shepheard, often there aghast. 

Under them never sat, ne wont there sound 

His mery oaten pipe ; but shund th' unlucky ground. 
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" Her neather partes misshapen monstnious, 

Were hidd in water, that I could not see ; 

But they did seeme more foule and hideous, 

Then womans shape man would beleeve to bee. 

Thensforth from her most beastly companie 

I gan refndne, in minde to slipp away, 

Soone as appcnrd safe opportunitie : 

For danger great, if not assurd decay, 

I saw before mine eyes, if I were knowne to stray. 

ZLn. 

" The divelish hag, by chaunges of my cheare, 
Perceiv'd my thought ; and, drownd ia sleepie night. 
With wicked, herbes and 03nitments did besmeare 
My body, all through charmes and magicke might, 
That all my senses were bereaved quight : 
Then brought she me into this desert waste. 
And by my wretched lovers side me pight ; 
Where now enclosd in wooden wals faVi faste, 
Banisht from living wights, our wearie daies we 



ZLin. 



; 



** But how long time," said then the Elfin Imight, 

" Are you in this misformed hous to dwell ?*' 

** We maynot chaunge,*' quoth he, " this eriU piiglit, 

Till we be bathed in a living well ; 

That is the terme prescribed by the spelL*' 

" O how," sayd he, " mote I mat well out find. 

That may restore you to your wonted well ?" 

Time and suffisea £Ettes to former kynd [unbyBd.'* 
Shall us restore; none else from hence may ns 



« 



waste. 



ff 



ZLIV. 



The false Duessa, now Fidessa bight. 

Heard how in vaine Fradubio did lament. 

And knew well all was true. But the g^od Imig^ 

Full of sad feare and ghastly dreriment. 

When all this speech the living tree had spott. 

The bleeding bough did thrust into the g^und. 

That from the blood he might be innocent. 

And with fresh clay did close the w^ooden wound : 

Then turning to his lady, dead with feare her fownd 



XLV. 



Her seeming dead he fownd with feigned feare. 
As all unweetiog of that well she knew ; 
And paynd himselfe with busie care to reare 
Her out of carelesse swowne. Her eyelids blew. 
And dimmed sight with pale and deadly hew. 
At last she up gan lift ; with trembling cheare 
Her up he tooke, (too simple and too trew,) 
And oft her kist. At length, all passed feare. 
He set her on her steede, and forward forth did beare. 



CANTO HI. 

Forsaken Truth long seekes her love. 
And makes the lyon mylde ; 

Marres blind Devotions mart, and fals 
In hand of leachour vylde. 



Nought is there under heav'ns wide hollownesse. 
That moves more deare compassion of mind. 
Then beautie brought t'unworthie wretchednesse 
Through envies snares, or fortunes freakes unldnd. 
I, whether lately through her brightnes blynd, 
Or thvough alleageance, and fast fealty, 
Which I do owe unto idl womankynd, 
Feele my hart perst with so great zsony, 
When tach I see, that all for pitty I could dy. 

u. 

And now it is empassioned so deepe, 

For fairest Unaes sake, of whom I sing. 

That my fnyle eies these lines with teares do steepe, 

To thinke how she through guyleful handelin^, 

Though true as touch, though daughter of a king, 

Though faire as ever living wight was fayre, 

Though nor in word nor deede ill meriting. 

It from her knight divorced in despayre. 

And her dew loves deryv'dto that vile witchesshayre 



in. 

Yet she, most faithfull ladie, all this while 

Forsaken, wofull, solitarie mayd. 

Far from all peoples preace, as in exile. 

In wildemesse and wastfull deserts strayd. 

To seeke her knight ; who, subtily betrayd [wrought, 

Through that late vision which th* enchauntar 

Had her abandond : she of nought afrayd. 

Through woods and wastnes wiae him daily sought » 

Yet wished tydinges none of him unto her brought 

nr. 

One day, nigh wearie of the 3rrkesome way. 

From her unhastie beast she did alight ; 

And on the grasse her dainty limbs did lay 

In secrete shadow, far from all mens sight ; 

From her fayre head her fillet she undiffht. 

And layd her stole aside : Her angels race. 

As the great eye of heaven, sh3med bright. 

And made a sunshine in the shady place ; 

Did never mortall eye behold such neavenly grace* ■ 
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He was, to wfl«to, a stoat mod stardy thiefe. 

Wont to robbe churches of their ornaments. 

And poore mens boxes of their due reliefe. 

Which giyen was to them for f^ood intents : 

The holy saints of their rich yestiments 

He did disrobe, when all men carelesse slept ; 

And spoild the priests of their habiliments ; 

Whiles none the holy things in safety kept. 

Then he by eonning sleights in at the window crept. 

xTin. • 

And all, that be by right or wrong could find. 

Unto this house he brought, and aid bestow 

Upon the daughter of this woman blind, 

Abessa, daughter of Corceca slow, 

With whome be whoredome usd that few did know. 

And fed her fatt with feast of offerings. 

And plen^, which in all the land did grow ; 

Ne spared be to give her gold and rings : 

And now be to her brought part of his stolen things. 

XIX. 

Thus, long the dore with rage and threats he bett ; 
Yet of those fearfull women none durst rize, 
(The lyon frayed them,) him in to lett ; 
He would no lenger stay him to advize. 
But open breakes the dore in furious wize, 
And entring is ; when that disdainfuU beast, 
Encountring fierce, him suddein doth surprize ; 
And seizing cruell clawes on trembling brest. 
Under his lordly foot him proudly hath supprest. 



Him booteth not resist, nor succour calL 
His bleeding hart is in the vengers hand ; 
Who streight him rent in thousand peeces small. 
And quite dismembred hath : the thirsty land 
Dronke up his life ; his corse lef% on the strand. 
His fearemll freends weare out the wofull night, 
Ne dare to weepe, nor seeme to understand 
The heayie hap, which on them is alight ; 
Affraid, least to themselves the like mishapen might. 



XXI. 



Now when broad day the world discovered has, 

Up Una rose, up rose the lyon eke ; 

And on their former ioumey forward pas, 

In waies imknowne, her wandring knight to seeke. 

With paines far passing that long-wandring Greeke, 

That for his love refused deitye : 

Such were the labours of this lady meeke. 

Still seeking him, that from her still did flye ; [nye. 

Then farthest from her hope, when most she weened 

" xxn. 

Soone as she parted thence, the fearfull twayne. 
That blind old woman, and her daughter dear. 
Came forth ; and, finding Kirkrapine there slayne. 
For ang^uish great they gan to rend their heare. 
And beat their brests, and naked flesh to teare : 
And when they both had wept and wayld their fill. 
Then forth they ran, like two amazed deare, 
Halfe mad through malice and revenging will. 
To follow her, that was the causer of their ill : 



xxm. 



Whome overtaking, they gan loudly brmj. 
With hollow houling, and lamenting cry ; 
Shamefully at her rayling all the wvy. 
And her accusing ot dishonesty. 
That was the flowre of fiiith and chastity : 
And still, amidat her rayling, she did pray 
That plagues, and mischiefes, and hmg misery. 
Might ful on her, and follow all the way ; 
And that in endlesse error she might ever stray. 

XXIV. 

But, when she saw her prayers nought prevafle, 
Shee backe retoumed with some labour loat ; 
And in the way, as shee did weepe and vndle, 
A knight her mett in mighty armes emboat. 
Yet knight was not for all his bragging boat; 
But subtill Archimag, that Una aonght 
By traynes into new troubtes to have teste : 
Of that old woman tidings he besought. 
If that of such a lady shee could telleo ought. 

xxy. 

Therewith she gan her passion to renew. 
And cry, and curse, and raile, and rend her heare. 
Saying, that harlott she too lately knew. 
That causd her shed so many a bitter teare ; 
And so forth told the story of her feare. 
Much seemed he to mone her haplesse chaunoe. 
And after for that lady did inquere ; 
Which being taught, he forward gan advaunce 
His fair enchaunted steed, and eke his charmed 
launce. 

XXVI. 

Ere long he came where Una traveild slow. 
And that wilde champion waytisg her besyde ; 
Whome seeing soch, for dread bee durst not show 
Him selfe too nigh at hand, but turned wyde 
Unto an bil ; from whence when she him spyde. 
By his like-seeming shield her knight by name 
Shee weend it was, and towards him gan ride: 
Approaching nigh she wist it was the same ; 
And with faire fearefull homblesse towards him shee 



came 



XX vn. 



And weeping said, *' Ah my long-lacked lotd. 
Where have ye bene thus long out of my sight 1 
Much feared I to have bene quight abhord. 
Or ought have done, that ye displeasen might ; 
That should as death unto my deare heart light : 
For since mine eie your ioyous sight did mis. 
My chearefuU day is.turnd to chearelesse night. 
And eke my night of death the shadow is : [Uisf 
But welcome now, my light, and shining lamps fi ^ 



i 

V 

h 



xxvm. 

He thereto meeting said, " My dearest dame. 
Far be it from your thought, and fro mj wil. 
To thinke that knighthood I so much shovdd shaiiM^ 
As you to leave that have me loved stil. 
And chose in Faery court, of meere goodwil. 
Where noblest knights were to be found on earth. 
The earth shall sooner leave her kindly skil 
To bring forth fruit, and make eternal derth. 
Then I leve you, my liefe, ybom of herenly becth. 
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zu. 



But her fiers servant, fiill of kingly aw 
And high disdaine, whenas his soyeraiae dame 
So rudely handled by her foe he saw, 
With gaping iawes full greedy at him came, 
And, ramping on his shield, aid weene the same 
Have reft away with his sharp rending clawea : 
But he was stout, and lust did now injflame 
His' corage more, that firom his griping pawes 
He hathhis shield redeemd ; and forth his swerd he 
drawes. 



xui. 



O then, too weake and feeble was the forse 
Of salvage beast, his puissance to withstand ! 
For he was strong, and of so mightie corse. 
As ever wielded speare in warlike hand ; 
And feates of armes did wisely understand. 
Dftsoones he perced through his chaufed chest 
With thrilling point of deadly yron brand. 
And launchthis lordly hart : with death opprest 
He ror'd aloud, whiles life forsooke his stubbome 
hrest. 



xun. 



Who now is left to keepe the f6r]ionie maid 
From raging spoile of lawlesse victors will T 
Her faithfuU gard remov'd ; her hope dJamnd) 
Her selfe a yielded pray to save or spill I 
He now, lord of the field, his pride to fill. 
With foule reproches and disdaineful Bpight 
Her vildly entertaines ; and, will or niU, 
Beares her away upon his courser light : [migbt 
Her prayers nought prevaile : bis rage is moxe of 

xuv. 

And all the way, with great lamenting paine, 
And piteous plaintes, she fiUeth his duU eares. 
That stony hart could riven have in twaine ; 
And all the way she wetts with flowing tearea ; 
But he, enrag'd with rancor, nothing heaies. 
Her servile beast yet would not leave her so. 
But follows her far off, ne ought he fearea 
To be partaker of her wandring woe. 
More mild in beastly kind, then that her beastly fee 



CANTO IV. 



To sinfull hous of Pryde Duess- 
a guydes the faithfull knight : 

Where, brothers death to wreak, Sansioy 
Doth chaleng him to fight. 



YouNO knight whatever, that dost armes professe, 

And through long labours huntest after fame. 

Beware of fraud, beware of ficklenesse. 

In choice, and chaun^e, of thy deare-loved dame ; 

Least thou of her beheve too lightly blame, 

And rash misweening doe thy hart remove : 

For unto knight there is no greater shame. 

Then lightnesse and inconstancie in love ; [prove. 

That doth this Redcfosse knights ensample plainly 



n. 



Who, after that be had fiure Una lome. 

Through light misdeeming of her loiallie ; 

And false Duessa in her sted had borne. 

Called Fidess', and so supposd to be ; 

Long with her traveUd ; ml at last they see 

A goodly building, bravely garnished ; 

The house of mightie prince it seemd to be ; 

ind towards it a broaa high way that led, 

411 bare through peoplesfeet, which thether traveiled. 



m. 



Great troupes of people traveild thetherward 
Both day and nignt, of each degree and place ; 
But few'retomed, having scap^ hard. 
With baleful! beggery, or foule disgrace ; 
Which ever after m most wretched case. 
Like loathsome lazars, by the bedp^s lay. 
Thether Duessa badd bmi bend his pace; 
For she is wearie of the toilsom way ; 
And abo nigh consumed is the lingring day. 



IT. 



A stately pallace built of squared bricke» 

Which cunningly was without morter laid. 

Whose wals were high, but nothing strong nor thick 

And golden foile all over them displaid. 

That purest skye with brightnesse they dismaid : 

High lifted up were many loftie towres. 

And goodly galleries far over laid. 

Full of faire windowes and delightftil bowres ; 

And on die top a diall told the timely howres. 



V. 



It was a goodly heape for to behould. 

And spake the prtuses of the workmans witt ; 

But fiul great pittie, that so faire a mould 

Did on so wetdce foundation ever sitt : 

For on a sandie hill, that still did flitt 

And fall away, it mounted was ftdl hie : 

That every breath of heaven shaked itt ; 

And all the hinder partes, that few could spie. 

Were ruinous ond old, but painted cunningly. 



vi. 



Arrived there, they passed in forth right ; 
For still to all the gates stood open wide : 
Yet charge of them was to a porter bight, 
Cald Malvenfi, who entrance none denide ; 
Thenee to the hall, which was on every odB 
With rich array and costly arras dight ; 
Infinite sortes of people (ud abide 
There waiting long, to win the wished sight 
Of her, that was the lady of that paUace bright. 
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vn. 

By them they passe, all gazing on them round. 
And to the presence mount ; whose glorious vew 
Their frayle amazed senses did confound. 
In living princes court none ever knew 
Such endlesse richesse, and so sumpteous shew ; 
Ne Persia selfe, the nourse of pompous pride. 
Like ever saw : and th6re a nohle crew 
Of lords and ladies stood on ever side, 
Which, with their presence fayre, the place much 
heautifyde. 

vui. 

High ahove all a cloth of state was spred. 

And a rich throne, as hright as sunny day ; 

On which there sate, most hrave embelluhed 

With royall rohes and gorgeous array, 

A mayden queene that shone, as Titans ray. 

In glistring g^old and perelesse pretious stone ; 

Yet her hright hlazing heautie aid assay 

To dim the brightnesse of her glorious throne, 

As env3ang her selfe, that too exceeding shone : 



Exceeding shone, like Phoebus faj/rest childe, 
That did presume his fathers fyrie wayne, 
And flaming mouthes of steedes unwonted wilde, 
Through highest heaven with weaker hand to rayne; 
Proud of such glory and advancement vayne. 
While flashing beames do daze his feeble eyen, 
He leaves the welkin way most beaten playne, 
And, rapt with whirling wheeles, inflames the skyen 
With fire not made to bume, but fayrely for to sh3me. 

X. 

So proud she shyned in her princely state, 
Looking to heaven ; for earth she did disdayne : 
And sitting high ; for lowly she did hate : 
Lo, underneath her scomerall feete was layne 
A dreadful! dragon with an hideous trayne ; 
And in her hand she held a mirrhour bright. 
Wherein her face she often vewed fayne, , 
And in her selfe-lov'd semblance tooK deHght ; 
For she was wondrous faire, as any living wight. 

XI. 

Of griesly Pluto she the daughter was. 

And sad Proserpina, the queene of hell ; 

Yet did she thinke her pearelesse worth to pas 

That parentage, with pride so did she swell ; 

And tnundring love, that high in heaven doih dwell 

And wield the world, she cla3rmed for her syre ; 

Or if that any else did love excell ; 

For to the highest she did still aapyre ; 

Or, if ought higher were then that, did it des3nre. 

xn. 

And proud Lucifera men did her call. 
That made her selfe a queene, and crownd to be ; 
Yet rightfull kingdome she had none at all 
Ne heritage of nt.tive soveraintie ; 
But did usurpe with wrong and tyrannie 
Upon the scepter, which she now did hold : 
Ne raid her realme with lawes, but pollicie. 
And strong advizement of six wizards old, 
That with their counsels bad her kingdome did 
uphold. 



I 



xui. 

Soone as the elfin knight in presence came^ 

And false Duessa, seeming lady £t[yi9, 

A gentle husher, Vanitie by name. 

Made rowme, and passage for them did propaire : 

So goodly brought them to the lowest stayre 

Of her high throne ; where they, on humble knee 

Making obeysaunce, did the cause declare, 

Why they were come, her roiall state to see. 

To prove the wide report of her great maiestee. 



XIV. 

With loftie eyes, halfe loth to looke so lowe. 
She thancked them in her disdainefull wise ; 
Ne other grace vouchsafed them to showe 
Of princesse worthy ; scarse them bad arise, 
Her lordes and ladies all this while devise 
Themselves to setten forth to straungers sight : 
Some firounce their curled heare in courtly guii^e ; 
Some prancke their rufles ; and others trimly dight 
Their gay attyre: each others greater pride docs 
spight. 

XV. 

Goodly they all that knight doe entertayne, 
Right glad veith him to have increast their crew ; 
But to Duess' each one himselfe did payne 
AU kindnesse and faire courtesie to shew ; 
For in that court whylome her well they knew : 
Yet the stout Faery mongst the middest crowd 
I'hought all their glorie vaine in knightlie vew. 
And that great princesse too exceeding prowd. 
That to strange knight no better countenance allowd. 

XVI. 

Suddein upriseth from her stately place 
The roiall dame, and for her coche did call : 
All hurtlen forth ; and she, with princely pace. 
As faire Aurora, in her purple pall, 
Out of the east the dawning day doth call, 
So forth she comes ; her brightnes brode doth blaze. 
The heapes of people, thronging in the hall. 
Doe hde each other, upon her to gaze : 
Her glorious glitter and light doth all mens eies 
amaze. 

xvu. 

So forth she comes, and to her coche does clyme. 

Adorned all with gold and girlonds ga^, 

That seemd as fresh as Flora in her prime ; 

And strove %to match, in roiall rich array, 

Great lunoes golden chajrre ; the which, they say. 

The gods stand gazing on, when she does ridie 

To loves high hous through heavens bras-paved way, 

Drawne of fayre pecocks, that excell in pride. 

And full of Argus eyes their tayles dispiedden wide. 

xvin. 

But this was drawne of six unequall beasts. 
On which her six sage counsellours did ryde. 
Taught to oaby their bestiall beheasts. 
With Kke conditions to their kindes applyde ; 
Of which the first, that all the rest did giiyde. 
Was sluggish Idlenesse, the nourse of Sin j 
Upon a slouthtuU asse he chose to ryde, 
Arayd iu habit blacke, and amis thin \ 
Like to an holy mo\i^k^\3E\ft wrt^Sa^ \ft\iwss^* 
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xiz. 

And in his hand bis portMse still he \mn. 

That much wss wome, but therein little redd ; 

Fur of devotion he hed little ove. 

Still drownd in sleepe, and most of his daies dedd : 

Scarse could he once uphold his heavie hedd, 

To looken whether it were night or day. 

May seeme the wayne was very eril ledd» 

When such an one had guidine of the way, 

That knew not, whether right he went or elae astray. 



From worldly cares himselfe he did esloyne. 

And greatly shunned manly exercise ; 

From evene worke he chalenged essoyne. 

For contemplation sake : yet otherwise 

His life he led in lawlesse riotise ; 

By which he grew to grievous malady : 

For in his lustlesse limbs, through evill guise, 

A shaking fever raignd continu^y : 

Such one was Idlenesse, first of this company. 

* xxt. 

And by his side rode loathsome Gluttony, 
Deformed creature, on a filthie swyne ; 
His belly was upblowne with luxury. 
And eke with fatnesse swollen were his e3me ; 
And like a crane his neck was long and i^e. 
With which he swallowed up excessive &ast, 
For want whereof poore people oft did pyne : 
And all the way, most like a brutish beast, 
Ue spued up lus gorge, that all did him deteast. 

xxu. 

In greene vine leaves he viras right fitly clad ; 

For other clothes he could not wear for heate : 

And on his head an y vie ^rland had. 

From under which fast trickled downe the sweat : 

Still as he rode, he somewhat still did eat. 

And in his hande did beare a bouzing can. 

Of which he supt so oft, that on his seat 

Plis dronken corse he scarse upholden can : 

In shape and life more like a monster then a man. 

xxni. 

Unfit he was for any worldly thing. 

And eke unhable once to stirre or go ; 

Not meet to be of counsell to a king, 

Whose mind in meate and drinke was drowned so. 

That from his frend he seeldome knew his fo : 

Full of diseases was his carcas blew. 

And a dry dropsie through his flesh did flow. 

Which by misdiet daily greater grew : 

Saoh one was Gluttony, the second of that crew. 

xxiy. 

And next to him rode lustfuU Lechery 
Upon a bearded gote, whose rugged neare, 
And whally eies, (the eigne of gelosy,) 
Was like the person selfe, whom he did beare : 
Who rough, and blacke, and filthj, did appeare ; 
Unseemely man to please fair ladies eye : 
Yet he of ladies oft was loved deare, 
/•When fiurer faceB were bid standen by : 
O who does know the bent of womens fantasy ! 



sxy. 

In a rteene gowne he clothed was ftiU laire, !i 

Wkich underneath did hide his filthinease ; 

And in his hand a burning hatt he b«re« 

Full of raine follies and new'fiuifflenesse : 

For be was false, and frso^ht wita fickle nossc ; 

And learned had to love with secret lookes ; 

And well could dannoe ; and sing with nieftihuass( 

And fortunes tell ; snd read in loring bookes : 

And thooand other waies, to bait his fleshly hookes 

ZXTl. 

Inconstant man, that lored all he snw. 
And lusted after all, that he did lore ; 
Ne would hia looser life be tide to law. 
But ioyd weake wemens hearts to tempt, and prore 
If from their lojrall loves he might them move : 
Which lewdnes fild him with reproachfull pain 
Of that foule evill, which all men reprove. 
That rotts the marrow, and consumes the braine ; 
Such one was Lechery, the third of all this trainee 

xxyn. 

And greedy Avarice by him did ride. 

Upon a camell loaden all with gold : 

Two iron coffers bong on either side. 

With precious metall full as they might hold ; 

And in his lap an heap of coine he told ; 

For of his wicked pelf hid god he made. 

And unto hell himselfe for money sold ; 

Abcursed usury was all his trade ; 

And right and wrong ylike in equall ballannce waide. 

xxTm. 

His life was nigh unto deaths dore yplaste ; 
And thred-bare cote, and cobled shoes, hee ware ; 
Ne scarse good morsell all his life did taste ; 
But both from backe and belly still did spare. 
To fill his bags, and richesse to compare ; 
Yet childe ne kinsman living had he none 
To leave them to ; but thorough daily care 
To get, and nightly feare to lose his owne. 
He led a wretched life, unto himselfe unknowne. 

XXIX. 

Most wretched wight, whom nothing might snffise ; 
Whose greedy lust did lacke in greatest store ; 
Whose need had end, but no end covetise ; 
Whose welth was want ; whose plenty made him pore; 
Who had enough, yett wished ever more ; 
A vile disease ; and eke in foote and hand 
A grievous gout tormented him full sore ; 
That well he could not touch, nor goe, nor stand ; 
Such one was Avarice, the fourth of this faire band ! 

XXX. 

And next to him malicious Envy rode 
Upon a ravenous wolfe, and still did chaw 
Between his cankred teeth a venomous tode. 
That all the poison ran about his chaw ; 
But inwardly he chawed his owne maw 
At neibors welth, that made him ever sad ; 
For death it was, when any good he saw ; 
And wept, that cause of weeping none he had ; 
But, when he heard of harme, he wexed wondrous 
arlad. 
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xuii. 

Hat tlir«»w bU gmuntlfft, m t McriKl |»le«l)(, 

11m c»um in cofobst thm nest dty to try : 

H<> hMin Omy imuImI both, with harU oo edg 

I'o b« tTsng'd Murh on bU enimf . 

'I'liat night tb«y pM in ioy uid i<>llity, 

FiHMting and eourtioe both in bowre tnd ball ; 

For utitward was «zceaaiva Gluttony, 

'I nat of hia pUnty pour^Kl forth to all : [them call. 

Whiob doao, tht chambwlain Slowth did to raat 



lUT. 

Now wb«naa darkaoma night had all diaplayd 

lli'r aiUblacka curtain ovar brighter akye ; 

I'liN warlike youthaa, on dayotie couchea layd, 

Did cliaca away aweet ala«)p« from aluggiab eye, 

To niuar on meanea of hoped victory. 

Hut wlM^aa Morpbmia bald with leaden mace 

Arriwted all that courtly company, 

(iliroae Doeaaa from her reating place, 

And to tb« Ptynima lodging comM with silent pace : 

XLT. 

Wliom broad awake aba findea, in troublona fitt, 
Fore'CJuitlng, how bia foe be might annoy ; 
And him amovea with speacbea seeming fitt, 
' Ah deare Sansioy, nest dearest to Sansfov, 
(/suse of my new griefe, cause of my new loy ; 
loyous, to see his ymage in mine eye. 
And greerd, to tbinke how foe did Lim destroy, 
'i'hat was tlie flowre of grace and cheyalrye ; 
Lo, his FideiM, to tby secret faith I flye/' 

XLTI. 

With gentle wordes he can her fayrely greet. 
And bad say on the secrete of her hart : 
llien, sigbmi^ soft -, ** 1 leame that little sweet 
Oft tempred u/' quoth she, ** with muchell smart : 
Vor, since my brest was launcbt with lovely dart 
Of deare Bansfoy I never ioyed bowre, 
liut in etMmall woes my weaker hart 
Have wasted, loving him with all my powre, 
And Utr bis sake have felt full many an heavy stonTe 



** At last, when perils all I wi 

And bop'd to reape the crop of all woj 

Into new woes onweecing I was cm 

By this false favtor, who onworthie 

IHs worthie shield, whom be with ^mkdvSi smr 

Entrapped slew, and broagfat to alwifngfall giavt : 

Me ailly maid away with msa be bsre. 

And ever aince bath kept in dnrkeoan care ; 

For that I would not yedd that to Saaalbj I gava 



** But aince faire amine bath apentthatlowriagdswi 
And to my loathed Hfe now ahewea ao«e liAl, 
Under your beamea I will me safely sfarowa 
From areaded atorme of bis diadatnfall a; ' 
To you th' inheritance beloogee by right 
Of brothera prayse, to yon dee longea 
Let not bis love, let not bia reatlesae i ^ 
Be unreveng'd, that caUes to yon aboy^ 
From wandring Stygian aboree, where it cbdi< 
lease move." 

zuz. 

Thereto said be, ** Faire dame, be noogfat diamsid 
For sorrowes past ; tiieir gpriefe is with them goaa 
Ne yet of present perill be afiaid ; 
For needlesse feare did never Tantage none ; 
And hslplesse hap it booteth not to manow 
Dead is Sansfoy, nis yitall paines are past. 
Though greeved ghost for yen^;eanoe oecm do gioM! 
He lives, that shall him pay his dewtiea kat. 
And guiltie Elfin blood shall aacrifice in hast" 



" O, but I feare the fickle freakes," qnocfa ehes^ 
« Of Fortune false, and oddea of amiea in field." 
" Why, dame," quoth he, " what oddes can ever be^ 
Where both doe fight alike, to win or yield Y* 
*' Yea, but," quoth she, " he beares a charmed Auli$ 
And eke encbaunted armes, that none can p«ioe; 
Ne none can wound the man, that does them widd." 
** Charmd or enchaunted," answerd be then fiaroe, 
** I no wbitt reck ', ne you the like need to rehsros. 



1 



LI. 



'' But, faire Fidessa, sitbens Fortunes guile. 

Or enimies powre, hath now captived you, 

Retume from whence ye came, and rest a while. 

Till morrow next, that I the Elfe subdew. 

And with Sansfoyes dead dowry you endew." 

'* A V me, that is a double death, she said, 

" With proud foes sight my sorrow to renew ; 

Where ever yet I be, my secret aide 

Shall follow you." So, passing forth, she bim obaid* 
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xuii. 

But threw his gauntlet, as a sacred pledg, 

His cause in combat the next day to try : 

So been they parted both, with harts on edg 

To be aveng'a each on his enimy. 

That night they pas in ioy and iollity, 

Feasting and courtiuff both in bowre and hall ; 

For steward was excessive Gluttony, 

That of his plenty poured forth to all : [them call. 

Which doen, the chamberlain Slowth did to rest 

XLIV. 

Now whenas darksome night had all displayd 

Her coleblacke curtein over brightest skye ; 

The warlike youthes, on dayntie couches layd, 

Did chace away sweet sleepe from sluggish eye, 

To muse on meanes of hoped victory. 

But whenas Morpheus had with leaden mace 

Arrested aU that courtly company. 

Uprose Duessa from her resting place. 

And to the Paynims lodging comes with silent pace : 

XLV. 

^Vhom broad awake she findes, in troublous fitt, 
Fore-casting, how his foe he might annoy ; 
And him amoves with speaches seeming fitt, 
* Ah deare Sansioy, next dearest to Sansfoy, 
Cause of my new griefe, cause of my new ioy ; 
loyous, to see his ymage in mine eye. 
And greerd, to thinke how foe did him destroy. 
That was the flowre of grace and chevalrye ; 
Lo, his Fidessa, to thy secret faith I flye.*' 

XLYI. 

With gentle wordes he can her fayrely greet. 
And bad say on the secrete of her hart : 
Then, sighing soft ; " I leame that little sweet 
Oft tempred is," quoth she, " with muchell smart : 
For, since my brest was launcht with lovely dart 
Of deare Sansfoy I never ioyed howre. 
But in eternaU woes mj weaker hart 
Have wasted, loving him with all my powre, 
Aad for bis sake have felt full many an heavy stonire 



xLvn. 



" At last, when perils aU I weened past. 

And hop*d to reape the crop of all my care. 

Into new woes unweeting I was cast 

By this false faytor, who unworthie ware 

His worthie shield, whom he with gfuilefull snare 

Entrapped slew, and brought to shameful! grave : 

Me silly maid away with him he bare. 

And ever since hath kept in darksom cave ; 

For that I would not yeeld that to Sansfoy I gave. 

XLvni. 

** But since faire sunnehath sperstthatlowringdoird, 
And to my loathed life now shewes some light. 
Under your beames 1 will me safely shrowd 
From cfreaded storme of his disdainfiill spight : 
To you th' inheritance belonges by right 
Of brothers prayse, to you eke longes his lore. 
Let not bis love, let not his restlesse spright. 
Be unreveng*d, that calles to you above 
From wandring Stygian shores, where it doth end- 
lesse move." 

xux. 

Thereto said he, <' Faire dame, be nought dismaid 
For sorrowes past ; their griefe is with them gon& 
Ne yet of present }>eriU be afiraid ; 
For needlesse feare did never vantage none ; 
And helplesse hap it booteth not to mone. 
Dead is Sansfoy, his vitall paines are past, 
Though greeved ghost for vengeance deep do grone: 
He lives, that shall him pay his dewties ust. 
And guiltie Elfin blood shdl sacrifice in lust." 



*< O, but I feare the fickle freakes," quoth sheo, 
*' Of Fortune false, and oddes of amies in field." 
" Why, dame," quoth he, " what oddes can ever bee^ 
Where both doe fight alike, to win or yield t" 
" Yea, but," quoth she, " be beares a charmed shieki, 
And eke enchaunted armes, that none can peroe; 
Ne none can wound the man, that does them wiekL' 
** Charmd or enchaunted," answerd he then ferce, 
'< I no whitt reck ) ne you the like need to reharoe. 






LI. 



'' But, faire Fidessa, sithens Fortunes guile. 

Or enimies powre, hath now captived you, 

Retume from whence ye came, and rest a whUe, 

Till morrow next, that I the Elfe subdew. 

And with Sansfoyes dead dowry you endew." 

" Ay me, that is a double death, she said, 

** With proud foes sight my sorrow to renew ; 

Where ever yet I be, my secret aide 

Shall follow you." So, passing forth, she him ohfiid* 
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'Joe, guiluo ((hoal, to him my message rnnko. 
That I hU sbield have quit &om dying foe." 
Tberewith uuon bis crest he Blroke him bo, 
That twiae he reeled, Teadie twigi to full : 
Eud of the doDbtfoU bsttaile deenied tho 
The lookers on ; and loud to him con call 
The fnlse Duosss, " Thine the shield, and I, and 



Soone aa the Fueris beard hia ladie speake, 

Out of hia Bwowniqg dreame he gaii aimke ; 

Aj^d qaickain? ^th, that erat ycaa woxea weaL'o, 

Tho creeping deadlj cold awar did ehaks ; 

'I'ho mar'd with wiBth, and shaine, and ladiea Bake, 

Of all attonce he caat aveng'J to he, 

And with bo' exceeding fime at him etrake, 

That forced him Co stoupe npoa his kate : 

Had he not sCouped so, he shonid bave cloven bee. 



And to him said ; " Goe now, proud i 
Tliyaalfe thy oieaBaga do to german deare ; 
Alone he, wandring, thee too long doth want : 
Goe say, hia foe thy shield with hia doth heare." 
Therewith his beaiie hand he liigh pan raare, 
Jlim to have ataioo ; when lo I a darkesome clowd 
UjioD him fell ; be no where doth apptore, 
But vanisht is. The life hirn calls alowd, 
Bui answer none receives ; ihe daiknes him docs 



In haste Dneaaa from ber place arose, 
And 10 him runoiug sayd ; " O prowast ko 
That eier ladie to her love did ohose. 
Let now abnlo the lerroor of your nugbt. 
And quench the Same of frniouB deapight 
And bloodie vengeance : lal th' ii ' 



The conquest yours j 



I 



Not all BO iatiafide, with greedy eje 
lie sought, all round about, UU thirsty blade 
To bathe in blood of fiiithleSBe enimy ; 
Wlio all that while lay hid in Bacrete abode ; 
He itandeB amaced how ho thence should &de. 
At liut the truot]iet» triumph aonod on liie 
' ig henilda humble homage made, 



Greeting I 
Andloli 



a biougbl (lie shield, tlie cE 






L 



WherswiUi he goeth to that soieraine ijucene ; 

And, Ulmg her before on lowly knee. 

To lirriBakea prewiil of his esiricesoene ; 

Which she occejita with [haukea sod gomlly gree 

Grvatly lid vouDcing his greai ehevilrae : 

So nunluith home, and by bar tukei (he knrghl, 

W'faam *U the peo|]le rullowe with Kr«it g[e», 

Shoutiag, and clipjiiag all lh<ar hHudi on highl, 

flm *U the ayre it fila, lud Hyw lo Uwtruilingh 



Home is he brought, and layd in aumptuouH ba 
Where many akilfull leaches him abide 
To salve his hurts, that yet atill ireshly bled, 
lu wine and oyle they waab his wuundea wide, 
And BofUy gan cmbalme on everie side. 
And all the while most heavenly melody 
About the bed sweet mueicke did divide, 
Him to beguile of griefe and agouy 
And all the while Dues; " '' 



,d agoov : 

YBpt fill! bitterly. 



Aa when a weorje traTeiler, thai alrayes 
By muddy shore of broad aeven-moolLed Nile 
Uuweeting of the perillous wandriiig wayea, 
Doth meete a email crafiie crocodile. 
Which, in false griefe byding hia harmBfnll eu 
Doth weepe full sire, and aheddeth tender Ihi 
The foolish man, that pities all ihia while 
Hia mouraefull plight, ia swaliowed up lumwr 
ForgBtfuIl of bis owne that mindas an others c 



So wept Duesaa nntiU eventyde. 
That shyninglampaa in luves high house wore I 
Then forlli she rose, na lenger would abide i 
But eomea unto the place, where th' hethen kr 
In slombnng awownd nigh voyd of litall Bprie 
Lay cover'd with iochaunted cloud all day- 
Whom when she found, na she him lefl m nlia 
To wayle his woful! case she H-ould not Btny 



That Pbtebus i 

And in a foule 

Slie fiades furib comming irom her darkaome 

Where she all day did hide her hated hew. 

Before the dore ber yron charet stood. 

Already harneaaed for ioumey new. 

And cole-blacke sleedea ybome of liallisb hitrac 

That on their rusty bits did champ, aa they 






Who when bI 



B, sunny brighl. 



ilh gold and iewelB shining cUare. 
greatly grew amazed at the sight, 
: th' unnconainted light began to feare ; 
( For never did such briglitnes there appeare f) 



She Btayd ; and forth Dueasa gan prooeude 
" O thou, moBt auncient grancSnoibet of all 
Moreold than love, whom thou at Grst didi 
Or that great house of gods eslestiall; 
Whiob wast begot in Dremogorgona hall. 



ts of the 1 






With iOlin awoid most sliamefully betmde ! [.h-ii 
Lc, wlwM Iba itout Saniioy doth aleepo in d^ 
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"Hiera wbb Ixion taraad on a. whaele, 

For daring tempt the qneene of heaven to sin ; 

And Sisjphua an huge cannd stone did i«eU 

Apunil an hill, ne might ftom labour lin ; 

There thirsty TaotaluB bong by the chin ; 

And Tityuti fed a, vultui on his maw ; 

-"" — liriiua ioyata were Btretehed on a gio ; 

teu3 condemnd (o endlesse gloulh by law; 

fifty aiatera nater in leke veaaela draw 



n ; who forth by them doe pace, 
_ 00 unio the furthest part ; 

■''Where was a cave ywrought by wondroua ait, 
KDeepe, darke. unisaar. dolefull, comfortlease, 
f!^ which sad AeacnlapiuB for apart 
I KapriaoRii was in chomes reni6dilesae ; 

Tor that Hippolytus leat corse he did redresse. 



Hippolytus a JoUy huntsman was, 

That wont in charetC chace the foDung bore : 

He all hia peeres in beauty did Eurpaa : 

But ladies lore, as losse of time, forbore ; 

His wantoa stepdame loved bim the more ; 

But, when she saw her oSred sweets refuad, 

Her love she turad to hate, and htm before 

Hia father fierce of treoBon false occusd, 

AiLd with her geoIouB tennea his open eares ubusd ; 



Who, all in rage, his am-god ayre beaooght 
Some carsed vaagaannce on hiB aonna to coat ; 
From surging gulf two monatera alreight wi 

With dread whereafhia chocing steedea aghast 
Both charett awifte aud himtBmua oi-ercast. 
nia goodly corpa, on ragged cliffs yrenc, 
Was quite diantembred, and iiia membera chaat 
Scattered on every mounlaine as he went, 
That of Hippolytus was lefte no monimeut. 



oaring, Uia r 
His heare, and haaty tong that did offend : 
Tho. ^thering up the ro)iqaes of hie smart, 
By Diones meanei who was Hippolyta frend, 
ThBff ' '■■ •" ' ' -t--!^- <-- 



Such wotidroiu Bcienoe in mena will to rain 
When lore sTiid, that could the dead retire, 
And b(c* axpired could renaw Bj^nin, 
Of mdlMM iita hemighlhim not depriie ; 
Bat DDto hall did thrust him dowDU alive. 
With Bulunj thonderbolt ywounded sore : 
When, laof remaining.he did almiesauive 
Hinuelfe wilh aalrea U> health for Ui restore. 
Aod dik* 11m bMvenly Sie that nged evennare. 



There auncipat Night arriving, did alight 
From her nigh-weary wavne, aud in Ler am_._ 
To Aeaculapina brought the wounded knight : 
Whom having aoMy disaraid of amies, 
Tho gau to him diaeover all hia hormes. 
Beseeching him with jirayer, and witli praise, 

A fordoune wight Irnm dore of death mote rs 
He would at her request prolong her nephew: 



*' Ah dame," qnoth he, " then tempt^t me in vaioa 
To dare the thing, which daily yet I row ; 
And the old canao of my continued paiue 
With hke attempt to like end to r^new. 
la not enough, that, ihiuat from heaven dew, 
Here endlesse penannce for one fenlt I pay ; 
But that redoubled crime wilh iengeauuc« new 
Thou biddest me to eeke 1 can Night defray 
The wrath of thuadring love, that rules botli NJ 



From hope of heaven hath thee eicludod quighl, 
Why fear est thou, that canst not hope for thing ; 
And feareat not that more thee hurten mi^bt. 
Now in the powre of everlaaling Night ! 
Goe to tlien, thou &r renowmed sonne 
Of great Apollo, shew thy &mou3 might 
la medicina, that els hath to thee womie [dond 
Great pdns, and greater praise, both never to 



Her words previtild ; and then the learned leach 
His cunning hand gan to hie wounds to lay. 
And all thiugH els, the which hia art did teach i 
Which having seene, from thence aroae awnjr 
The mother of dredd DarkQeaae, and let stay 

And, backo reiourning, took her wonted way 
To ronne her timely race, whilst Phoebua piuH 
Ta weslerne wares his weary wagon did recure. 



The false Dueasa, leaving noyoua NiEhl, 
Keturnd to stately pulbce of Dame Pryde ; 
Where when she came, she found the Faery knii 
DopHTled thence ; n1bee (bis woundes wjde 
Not throughly heald) unreadj were to ryde, 
Uood cause he had to hasten Ihence away ; 
For on a day bis wary dwarfe had apyda 
Whore, in a dungeon deepa. huge nombers lay 
Of caytive wretched thralla, that wayled night i 

(A ruefuU sight as eoutd be aeena wilh eie t> 
or whom he learned had in secret wise 
The hidden cause of their captivitie ; 
How mortgaging their lirea to Covetise, 
'IHirough wBSlfull pride and wanton riotiae. 
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TVho. aAar Arohimagoes fowle (IsfeBt. 
L«l liei way into a forest wildc ; 
And, lurning wisthSil fyn to lustfull Ii«Bt. 
Witb hesstlv ain thonght her (o have defilde, 

made the Tuisalt of bia pleasures rilde. 

lirat he cost by tn««ii>, Bud hy IrayneB, 

1i> persuade that atubborji foTt to jilde ; 

^ealei oonquesi of hard love he gaynea, 
tlXhM Korbes it ta kia will, Oieahe tl 



I 



I 



With fawning wordes he courted her a while j 

And. luoking lovely and oft si^hin^ sure, 

Her ceuBtant hart did tempt with diverse guile ; 

But wi>rdeB, and lookes, and sighea ahe did abhore ; 

Aa rock of diamond itedfast erermore. 

Yet, for to fr^ his lyrie lustfull eye, 

He snateht the vole Uiat hong her fece before : 

Then gan her beantie abyae aa brightest akve. 

And burnt Lis beastly hart t'eoTorce her chastiCye. 



So when ho sow bis flatt'riqg arts to fnyle, 

And subtile engines bott from batteree ; 

Witli greedy force he gan the fort assayJo, 

Whereof he woend posseaaed soona to bee. 

And wan rich apoile of rnnsackt chajititee. 

Ah hearena < tliat doe Ihia bideoua act behold, 

And heavenly virgin ibus outraged so*. 

How con ye vengeanca iuBt so long withhold. 

And hurle not dashing flames upon that FavDiin boMl 



The pitteous mayden, corefull, comforllesse, 
Doea throw out th rilling shriekes. and shrieking cryes, 
(The lait vaine helpe of womens greata distresae,) ' 
And with loud plaintaa impi'.rhlnelh the akyes ; 
That molten atarres doe d«p hke weejrfng eyes : 
And Phithna, flying bo most shwneful sight, 
Hii bluahine fnie rn fogey clond imnlyea. 
And liydea for shame. What will of mortal wight 
CannowdBriaeloquiUaihtallirom aueh a plight! 



EtemaH ProvideBce, exceeding thonght. 
Where none appeores tan roafce her aelfe a way I 
A wondnma way it for thia lady wrought, 
From lyona cluwes to ]ilucke the gryped pmy. 
Her abriil outciyea anil shrieks so loud did bray, 
rhoi oil the woodas and forestea did resownd : 

■ Within llin wood noro dauncing In a roimd, 
Vbilea old SylvBBus slept in ahaily aibor iDTvud ! 



■hen they heard that nitteoua atrained voii 
:e forsooka their rurull merriment, 
n tOTTivdes the Air rebownded nova*, 
rt what wigbl ao loudly did Iiuaeat. 

"b-o Uie raging Saracin eapyda, 
• Riiahapan, munatroua rablsment, 

like be never saw, he dorsl not byde; 
I his rtwiy Mcied, auJ Aul ■way giui tyda., 



The wyld wood-goda. arrived in the place, 

There lind the virgin, doolfull, desolate. 

With ruffled raymenta, and fayre bluhbrcd fuce, 

Aa her outmgeaaa foe bad lelt her late ; 

And trembling yet through feare of former bate : 

All stand amaaed at so uncouth sight. 

And gin to pitlie ber iinbappie slate ; 

All Blond aatonied at her beauty bright, 

In their rude eyea unworthy of so wofull plight. 



She, more amaid, in doulile dread dolb dwelt, 
And every tender part for feore does abuke : 
Aa wheu a greedy wolfo, through bonger fell 
A aeely lamb far Irom the flocit doea take, 
Of whom be meanes his bloody feast to malcF 
lyon apyes foal running towarda biro, 



^ 



Thei 



It pray ii 



it he doei 



Such fearefull fitt aaaoid her trembling hart ; 
Ne worde to apeake, ne ioynl to move, ahe hod : 
The salvage nation feele her secret smart. 

Their frowning forbeade. with rough bamea yclad 
And ruatick horror, all aayde doe Iny ; 
And, gently grenning, show a semblance glad 
To comfort her ; and, fenre to [piit away, 

baokwanl-beiat kneea teach her humbly la 









But still twill feanj and hope amaztt doejt sitt, 
Late learnd what harme to huty trust enau'tb - 
They, in compasaion of her tender yontb. 
And wonder of ber heoutio Hoverayne. 

And, all proatratB upon the lowly playne. 
Due kiase her feete. and fawns on bra with c 



Their borta ah© ghesaelh by their bnmhla guise. 
And yieldea her to oxtremitio of time ; 
Sa from the ground she fearlease doth sriae. 
And walkelh forth witbout auapect of crime : 
They, all aa gbid as birdea of ioyous pryme. 
Thence led her forth, about her dauncing round. 
Shouting, and singing all a ahephearda ryme ; 
And with greene brannchea strowingall the gi 
Do worahip her aa qaeena with olive girlond a 



And nil the way their merry pipes Ihoy Bound, 
Tiiat nil the woods with double echo ring ; 
And with their horned feel doe woare the groan 
Issuing hke wanton kids in pleaaant spring. 
So lownnis old Sylvanus ihey her bring ; 
Who, with the nuyse awaked, conunolb out 
To woel the cauae, bis wouke atepa goreniiiig 
And aged limbs on cypreaao sladle alout ; 
I And with an yvie twyno bis waste is gilt aboHl. 
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XV. 

Far off he wonders whtA them makes so glad. 
Or Bacchus merry fruit they did inyent, 
Or Cybeles franticke rights have made them mad : 
They, drawing nigh, unto their god present 
That flowre of fayth and beautie excellent : 
The c^od himselfe, rewing that mirrhour rare, 
Stood[ long amaz'd, and burnt in his intent : 
His owne fayre Dryope now he thinks not faire, 
And Pholoe fowle, when her to this he doth compaire. 



xvr. 

The wood -borne people fall before her flat. 
And worship her as goddesse of the wood ; 
And old Sylvanus selfe bethinkes not, what 
To thinke of wi^ht so fayre ; but gazing stood 
In doubt to deeme her borne of earthly brood : 
Sometimes dame Venus selfe he seemes to see ; 
But Venus nerer had so sober mood : 
Sometimes Diana he her takes to be ; 
Butmissethbow and shaftes, and buskins to her knee. 

xvn. 

By vew of her he ginneth to revive 
His ancient love, and dearest C3rparisse ; 
And calles to mind his pourtraiture alive. 
How fajrre he was, and yet not fayre to diis ; 
And how he slew with glauncing dart amisse 
A gentle hynd, the which the lovely boy 
Did love as life, above all worldly blisse : 
For griefe whereof the lad n'ould after ioy ; 
But pynd away in anguish and selfewild annoy. 

xvm. 

The wooddy n3nmphes, faire Hamadryades, 
Her to behold do thether runne apace ; 
And all the troupe of light-foot Naiades 
Flocke all about to see her lovely face : 
But, when they vewed have her heavenly gprace, 
They envy her in their malitious mind, 
And fly away for feare of fowle disgrace*. 
But all the Satyres scome their wo^y kind. 
And henceforth nothing faire, but her, on eiurth they 
find. 

XIX. 

Glad of such lucke, the luckelesse lucky mayd 
Did her content to please their feeble eyes ; 
And long time with that salvage people stayd. 
To gather breath in many miseryes: 
X)uring which time her gentle wit she plyes, 
To teach them truth, which worshipt her in vaine, 
And made her th' image of idolatxyes : 
ft But, when their bootlesse zeale she did restrayne 
s . Prom her own worship, they her asse would worship 
fayn. 

XX. 

It fortuned, a noble warlike knight 
By iust occasioi: tx) that forrest came 
^ To seeke his kin«ired, and the lignage right. 
From whence he iook*i his wel-deserved name : 
He had in armes abroad wonne muchell fame. 
And fild far lands with glorie of his might ; 
Plaine, &ithfull, true, and enimy of shame. 
And ever lov'd to fight for ladies right : 
But in vaine glorious frayes he litle did delight. 



XXI. 

A satjTres Sonne ybome in forrest wyld, 
By straunge adventure as it did betyde. 
And there begotten of a lady myld, 
Fayre Thyamis, the daughter of Labryde ; 
That was in sacred bandes of wedlocke t^de 
To Therion, a loose, unruly swayne. 
Who had more ioy to raunge the forrest wyde. 
And chase the salvage beast with busie payne, 
Then serve his ladies love, and waste in pleasures 
vayne. 

XXII. 

The forlome mayd did with loves longing bume. 
And could not lacke her lovers company ; 
But to the wood she goes, to serve her turne, 
And seeke her spouse, that from her still does fly 
And followes other game and venery : 
A 8at3n:e chaunst her wandring for to finde : 
And, kindling coles of lust in brutish eye. 
The loyaU linkes of wedlocke did unbinde. 
And nuule her person thrall unto his beastly kind. 

XXIII. 

So long in secret cabin there he held 
Her captive to his sensuall desyre ; 
Till that with timely fruit her belly sweld. 
And bore a boy unto that salvage syre : 
Then home he suffred her for to retyre ; 
For ransome leaving him the late-borne childe : 
Whom, till to ryper years he gan aspyre. 
He nousled up m life and maners wilde, 
Emong^t wild beastes and woods, from laws of men 
exilde. 

XXIV. 

For all he taught the tender ymp, was biit 

To banish cowardize and bastard feare : 

His trembling hand he would him force to put 

Upon the lyon and the rugged beare ; 

And from the she-beares teats her whelps to teare ; 

And eke wyld roring buls he would him make 

To tame, and ryde their backes not made to beare ; 

And the robuckes in flight to overtake : 

That everie beast for feare of him did fly and quake. 



XXV 

Thereby so fearlesse and so fell he grew, 
That his owne syre and maister of his guise 
Did often tremble at his horrid vew ; 
And oiit, for dread of hurt, would hun advise 
The angry beastes not rashly to despise. 
Nor too much to provoke ; for he would leame 
The lyon stoup to him in lowly wise, 
(A lesson hard,) and make the libbard steme 
Leave roaring, when in rage he for revenge did 
eame. 

xxvr. 

And, for to make his powre approved more, 
Wyld beastes in yron yokes he would compell ; 
The spotted panther, and the tusked bore. 
The (mrdale swift, and the tigr6 cru611. 
The antelope and wolf, both fiers and fell ; 
And them constraine in equall teme to draw. 
Such ioy he had their stu1>bome harts to quell. 
And sturdie courage tame with dreadfuU aw \ 
That his l)eheast they feax^d., ^"s^ ^x.'^T^aasiXis:?? « 
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szm. 

If U lorlnpf nuAhttt eviMi apon t 6mf 
l/'nt/f ttiM frood***, to •«*• Imt little lonne ; 
And rUnunni uriwarM to meet him in the wmy, 
Afti'f hu ii|ifirtMi tnd cruell pMtime donne; 
W iM^n ftftrr bim • lyooesne did ninne, 
'Dmt roering til with rage did lowd reaaera 
Hmt children denre, whom he away haa wonne t 
1 he Uon wbelpea abe aaw how lie did bewe, 
Aad lull ia ragged vmm witbouteo childiah fMi«. 



iznii. 

Tb* fesrefall dame all quaked at the aigbC, 

And turning backe gan fast to fly away ; 

I/ntill, with lore revokt from vaine affiright, 

Hhe hardly yet (lerawaded waa to aUy, 

And tlimi to him theiie womanish worda gan waj : 

*' Ah, rtatyrane, ray dearling and mv ioy, 

V(tr love of me leave off thii dreadraU play ; 

To dallr thua with death ia no fit toy : [boy." 

Go, find fOOM other play-iellowety mine own aweet 

ZXIZ. 

In tbeae tnd like delightea of bloody gama 
He trayned waa, till ryper years he raugbt; 
And tliere abode, whylat any beast of name 
Walkt in that forreat, whom he had not taught 
To feare his force : and then hia courage haught 
Desyrd of forreine foemen to be knowne. 
Ana far abroad for straunge adrenturea sought; 
In which his might was nerer overthrowne ; 
Bat through al Fa«ry lond hia iamoua worth was 
blown*. 

Yet erermore it waa hia manner fidre. 
After long labours and adrenturea apent. 
Unto those native woods for to repaire, 
To see his syre and oftspring auncient. 
And now he thether came for like intent ; 
Where he unwares the fairest Una found, 
Htraunge lady, in so straunee habiliment. 
Teaching the Satyrea, which her sat around, 
Trew aaered lore, which from her sweet lips did 
redounds 

zzxx. 

He wondred at her wisedome bevenly rare. 
Whose like in womena witt he nerer knew ; 
And, when her curteous deeds he did compare, 
Gan her admire, and her sad sorrowes raw. 
Blaming of Fortune, which such troubles thren, 
And ioyd to make proofe of her cruelty 
On gentle dame, so hurtlesse and so trew ; 
Thenceforth he kept Iwr goodly company, 
And leamd her discipline of faith and renty. 

XXXTU 

But she, all rowd unto the Redcrosse knight, 
His wandring perill closely did lament, 
Ne in this new acquaintaunce could delight ; 
But her deare heart with anguish did torment, 
And all her witt in secret counsels spent. 
How to escape. At last in privy wise 
To Satyrane the shewed her intent ; 
Who, glad to gain such favour, gan deyise. 
How with that pensive maid he best might thence 
ae. 



So on a day, when aatyna all 
To do their aenrice to SylvaBas old. 
The gmtle virgin, left behinde 
He led away with eorage stoat 
Too late it was to aatyres to be told. 
Or ever hope r ecover her againe ; 
In vaine he aeekea that, ha:rin^. 
So fast he earned her with cagreloll 
That they the wooda ava past, 
plaine. 



hold. 



The better part now of the Uagria^ daj 
They traveild had, whenaathej Car oapade 
A weary wight forwandring* by the way ; 
And towards him they gun in heat to ride. 
To weete of newea tint did abroad betyde^ 
Or tidinga of her knight of the Redcroaae; 
But he, them spying gan to tame aayde 
For feare, as seemd, or for some leigiied loaaa 
More greedy they of newea laat towaatda * 
crosse. 



kadB 



A silly man, in simple weedes fbrwome. 
And soild with dust of the long- dried way ; 
His sandales were with toilsome trarell tons^ 
And face all tand with scorching^ aonny raj. 
As he had traveild many a aommera day 
Through boyling sands of Arabia and xnde; 
And in bis hand a lacobs staffe, to atay 
His weary limbs upon ; and eke behind [bind 

His scrip did hang, in which bis lieedments he ^ 

zxzvi. 

The knight, approching nigh, of him mqnerd 
Tidings of warre, and of adventnrea new ; 
But warres, nor new adventures, none he herd. 
Then Una gan to aske, if ought he knew 
Or heard abroad of that her champion trew. 
That in his armour bare a croslet red. 
" Ay me ! deare dame," quoth he, ** well may I w* 
To tell the sad sight which mine eies have red ; 
These eies did see that knight both Uvine and eto 
ded." 

zxzvn. 

That cruell word her tender hart so thrild. 
That suddein cold did ronne through every vaioe^ 
And stony horrour all her sences fild 
With dying fitt, that downe she fell for peine. 
The knight her lightly reared up againe. 
And comforted with curteous kind reliefe : 
Then, wonne from death, she bad him tellen pUuns 
The further processe of her hidden griefe : 
The lesser pangs can beare, who hath endurd tlM 
ohiefi 

zzxvm. 

Then gan the pilgrim thus *, " I channst this day, 
This fatall day, that shall I ever rew. 
To see two knights, in travel! on my way, 
(A scry sight,) arraung'd in batteill new, 
Both breathing vengeaunce, both of wrathfull hew . 
My fearefiill flesh did tremble at their strife. 
To see their blades so greedily imbrew, 
That, dronke with blood, yet thristed irfter life : 
What more 1 the Redcrosse knight was slaine witb 
Faynim knife.' 
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XXZIX* 

" Ah ! dearest lord," quoth she, "how might that bee, 
And he the stoutest knight, that ever wonne 1" 
'• Ah ! dearest dame," quoth he, **' how might I see 
The thing, that might not be, and yet was donue 1" 
" Where is," said Satyrane, " that Paynims soune, 
That him of life, and us of ioy, hath refte V* 
** Not far away/' quoth he, *' he hence doth wonne, 
Foreby a fountaine, where I late him left 
Washmg his bloody wounds, that through the st«^le 
were cleft." 

XL. 

Therewith the knight then marched forth in hast, 

Whiles Una, with huge heavinesse opprest. 

Could not for sorrow follow him so fast ; 

And soone he came, as he the place had ghest. 

Whereas that Pagan proud himselfe did rest 

In secret shadow by a fountaine side ; 

Even he it was, that earst would have supprest 

Faire Una ; whom when Satyrane espide, 

With foule reprochfull words he boldly him defide ; 

xu. 

And said ; " Arise, thou cursed miscreaunt. 

That hast with kni^htlessegmle, and trecherous train, 

Faire knighthood fowly shamed, and doest vaunt 

That good knight of the Redcrosse to have slain t 

Arise, and wito like treason now maintain 

Thy guilty wrong, or els thee guilty yield.*' 

The Sarazin, this hearing, rose amain, 

And, catching up in haste his three-square shield 

And shining helmet, soone him buckled to the field ; 

xxn. 

And, drawing nigh him, said ; ** Ah ! misbom Elfe, 
In evill houre thy foes thee hither sent 
Anothers wrongs to wreak upon thy selfe : 
Yet ill thou blamest me, for having blent 
My name with guile and traitorous intent : 
That Redcrosse knight, perdie, I never slew ; 
But had he beene, where erst his arms were lent, 
Th* enchaunter vaine his errour should not rew : 
But thou his errour shalt, I hope, now proven trew. 



»t 



XLni. 

Therewith they gan, both furious and fell. 

To thunder blowes, and fiersly to assaile 

Each other, bent his enimy to quell ; 

That with dieir force they perst both plate and maUe, 

And made wide fiirrowes m their fleshes firaile, 

That it would pitty any living eie : 

Large floods of blood adowne their sides did raile ; 

But floods of blood could not them satisfie : 

Both hongred after death ; both chose to win, or die. 



XLIV. 

So long they fight, and full revenge pursue. 
That, minting, each themselves to breathen lett 
And, ofte refreshed, battell oft renue. 
As when two bores, with rancling malice mett. 
Their goiy sides firesh bleeding fiercely frett ; 
Til breathlesse both themselves aside retire. 
Where, foming wrath, their cruell tuskes they whett. 
And trample &* earth, the whiles they may respire ; 
Then backe to fight againe, new breathed and entire, 

XLT 

So fiersly, when these knights had breathed once. 
They gan to fight retoume ; increasing more 
Their puissant force, and cruell rage attonce. 
With heaped strokes more hugely then before ; 
That with their drery woundes, and bloody gore. 
They doth deformed, scarsely could bee known. 
By this, sad Una fraught with anguish sore. 
Led with their noise which through the aire was 
thrown, [sown. 

Arriv'd, wher they in erth their fruitles blood hwl 

XLVl. 

Whom all so soone as that proud Sarazin 

Espide, he gan revive the memory 

Of his lend lusts, and late attempted sin ; 

And lefte the doubtfull battel hastily. 

To catch her, newly ofifred to his eie : 

But Satyrane, with strokes him turning, staid. 

And stemely bad him other business plie 

Then hunt the steps of pure unspottea maid t 

Wherewith he al enrag'd these bitter speaches said ; 

xtvn. 

" O foolish faeries sonne, what furv mad 

Hath thee incenst to hast thy dolemll &te ? 

Were it not better I that lady had 

Then that thou hadst repented it too late ? 

Most sencelesse man he, that himselfe doth hftte 

To love another : Lo then, for thine ayd. 

Here take thy lovers token on thy pate." 

So they to fight; the whiles the roytXL mayd 

Fledd farre away, of that proud Paynim sore afrayd« 

XLvni. 

But that false pilgrim, which that leasing toldj 

Being in deed old Archimage, did stay 

In secret shadow all this to behold ; 

And much reioiced in their bloody fray : 

But, when he saw the damsell passe away, 

He left his stond, and her pursewd apace, 

In hope to bring her to her last decay. 

But for to tell her lamentable cace. 

And eke this battels end, will need mother place 
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CANTO VII. 

The Redcroue knight U eapdve made 

Hy gy«ODt proua opprMt : 
Prince Arthare meets with Una great- 

Ijr with tLoM newes diitre«L 



Whit man so wiae, what earthly witt lo ware. 

As to diacnr the crafty cunning traine. 

By which Deceit doth maske in yiaour faire. 

And cast her colours died deep in graine, 

To seeme like Truth, whose shape she well can faine. 

And fitting gestures to her purpose frame, 

Tlie guiltlesse man with guile to entertaine ? 

Great maistresse of her art was that false dame. 

The fiilse Duessa, cloked with Fidessaes name. 



n. 

Who when, returning from the drery Night, 
She found not in that perilous Hous of Pryde, 
Where she had left the noble Redcrosse knight. 
Her hoped pray ; she would no lenger byde. 
But forth she went to seeke him far and wyde. 
Ere long she fownd, whereas he wearie sate 
To rest him selfe, foreby a fountfun syde. 
Disarmed all of yron-coted plate ; 
And by his side his steed the grassy forage ate. 

ni. 

Hee feedes upon the cooling shade, and bayes 
His sweatie forehead in the breathing wyna. 
Which through the tremblineleayes fiUl gently playes. 
Wherein the chearefull biros of sundry kjrnd 
Doe chaunt sweet musick, to delight his mjmd : 
The witch approching gan him fayrely greet. 
And with reproch of carelesnes unkynd 
Upbrayd, for leaying her in place unmeet. 
With fowle words tempring fiure, soure gall with 
hony sweet. 

2V. 

Unkindnesse past, they gan of solace treat. 
And bathe in pleasaunce of the ioyous shade, 
Which shielded them against the boyling heat. 
And, with ereene boughes decking a gloomy shade. 
About the tountaine like a girlond maae ; 
Whose bubbling wave did ever freshly well, 
Ne ever would through fervent summer fade : 
The sacred nymph, vrhich therein wont to dwell. 
Was out of Diaoes favor, as it Uien befeJL 



T. 

The cause was this : One day, when Phoele fayre 

With all her band was following the chace, 

This nymph, quite t3rr'd with heat of scorching ayre. 

Sat downe to rest in middest of the race : 

llie goddesse wroth gan fowly her disgrace. 

And badd the waters, which from her did flow, 

Be such as she her selfe was then in place. 

Thenceforth her waters wezed dull and slow ; 

And all, that drinke thereof, do faint and feeble grow. 



n; 



Hereof this gentle knight unweeting was ; 
And, lying &wne upon the sandie g^raile, 
Dronke of the streame, as cleare as chiistall gUs : 
Eftsoones his manly forces gan to fiiyle. 
And mightie sirong was tnmd to feeble firayle. 
His chaunged powres at first tbemaelves act felt; 
Till crudled cold his corage gan aasayle. 
And cheareful blood in fayntoes chill did meh. 
Which, like a fever fit, through all his bodie swell 



ru. 



Yet goodly court he made stiU to his dame, 
Pourd out in loosnesse on the gras^ grownd. 
Both carelesse of his health, and of^his fame: 
Till at the last he heard a dreadfbll sownd. 
Which through the wood loud bellowing did rebowad, 
That all the earth for terror seemd to shake. 
And trees did tremble. Th' Elfe, therewith astownd, 
Upstarted lightly from his looser make. 
And his unready weapons gan in hand to take. 



vni. 



But ere he could his armour on him dight. 

Or gett his shield, his monstrous enimj 

Wi& sturdie steps came stalking in his sight. 

An hideous geaunt, horrible and hye. 

That with his tallnesse seemd to threat the skye* 

The ground eke groned under him for dreed : 

His living like saw never living eje, 

Ne durst behold ; his stature (Ud evceed 

The bight of three the tallest sonnes of mortall seed. 



IS. 

The greatest Earth his iincouth mother was. 
And blustring ^olns his boasted syre ; [pas, 

Who with his breath, which through the world doth 
Her hollow womb did secretly inspyre. 
And fild her hidden caves with stormie yre, 
That she conceiv'd ; and trebling the dew time. 
In which the wombes of wemen do expjrre. 
Brought forth this monstrous masse of earthly sljrme, 
Puft up with emptie wynd, and fild with sinfull 
cr3rme. 



So growen great, through arrogant delight. 
Of th* high descent whereof he was ybome. 
And through presumption of his matchlesse might, 
All other powres and knighthood he did scome. 
Such now he marcheth to this man forlome. 
And left to losse ; his stalking steps are stayde 
Upon a snaggy oke, which he had torne 
Out of his mothers bowelles, and it made 
His mortall mace, wherewith his foemen he dismayde. 
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XT. 

That, when the knight he spyde, he gan adyaunce 
With huge force and insiipportahle mayne, 
And towardes him with dreadfnll fury prannce ; 
Who haplesse, and eke hopelesse, all in yaine 
Did to him pace sad battaile to darrayne, 
Disarmd, disgfa6te, and inwardly dismayde ; 
And eke so faint in eyery ioynt and va3me. 
Through that fraile fountain, which him feeble made, 
That scarsely could he weeld his boodesse single 
blade. 

zn. 

The geaunt strooke so maynly mercilesse. 
That could haye oyerthrowne a stony towre ; 
And, were it not hevenly grace that did him blesse, 
He had beene pouldred all, as thin as flowre ; 
But he was wary of that deadly stowre. 
And lightly lept from underneath the blow : 
Yet so exceeding was the villeins powre 
That with the winde it did him overthrow, 
And all his sences stoond, that still he lay full low. 



xm. 

As when that divelish yron en^in, wrought 
In deepest hell, and fifund by raiies skill, 
With windy nitre and quick sulphur fraught. 
And ramd with boUet rownd, ordaind to kill, 
Conceiveth fyre ; the heavens it doth fill 
With thundring noyse, and all the a3nre doth choke. 
That none can breath, nor see, nor heare at will. 
Through smouldry cloud of duskish stincking smoke ; 
That th' only breath him daunts, who hath escapt 
the stroke. 

xry. 

So daunted when the geaunt saw the knight. 
His heavie hand he heaved up on hye. 
And ))im to dust thought to have battred quight, 
Untill Duessa loud to him gan crye ; 
" O great Orgoglio, greatest under skye. 
Oh ! hold thy mortall hand for ladies sake ; 
Hold for my sake, and doe him not to dye. 
But vanquisht thine eternall bondslave make. 
And me, thy worthy meed, unto thy leman take 



» 



XV. 

He hearkned, and did stay from further harmes, 

1 o gayne so goodly guerdon as she spake : 

So willingly she came into his armes. 

Who her as willingly to grace did take. 

And was possessed of his newfound make. 

1 hen up he tooke the slombred seucelesse corse ; 

And, ere he could out of his swowne awake. 

Him to his castle brought with hastie forse. 

And in a dongeon deepe him threw without remorse. 



XVI. 

From that day forth Duessa was his deare, 

And highly honourd in his haughtie eye : 

He gave her gold and purple ptdl to weare. 

And triple crowne set on her head full hye. 

And her endowd with royall maiestye : 

Then, for to make her dreaded more of men, 

And peoples hartes with awfull terror tye, 

A monstrous beast ybredd in filthy fen [den. 

He chose, wbich he had kept long time in darksom 



ZVII. 

Such one it was, as that renowmed snake 

Wbich great Alcides in Stremona slew. 

Long fostred in the filth of Lerna lake : 

Whose many beades out-budding ever new 

Did breed him endlesse labor to subdew. 

But this same monster much more ugly wtt» ; 

For seven great heads out of his body grew ! 

An yron brest, and back of scaly bras, 

And all embrewd in blood his eyes did shine as glas. 

xviir. 

His tayle was stretched out in wondrous length. 
That to the hous of hevenly gods it raught ; 
And with extorted powre, and borrow'd strength. 
The ever burning lamps from thence it braught. 
And prowdly threw to ground, as things of naught 
And underneath his filthy feet did tread 
The sacred thinges, and holy heastes foretaught 
Upon this dreadful! beast with sevenfold bead 
He sett the false Duessa, for more aw and dread. 



XTZ. 

The wofuU dwarfe, which saw his maisters fall, 
^Whiles he had keeping of his g^rasing steed,) 
And valiant knight become a caytive thrall ; 
When all was past, tooke up his forlome weed ; 
His mightie armour, missing most at need ; 
His silver shield, now idle, maisterlesse ; 
His poynant speare, that many made to bleed ; 
The rueful moniments of heavinesse ; 
And with them all departes,to tell his great distresso. 

XX. 

He had not travaild long, when on the way 

He wofull lady, wofull Una, met 

Fast flying from that Paynims greedy pray, 

Whilest Satyrane him from pursuit aid let : 

Who when her eyes she on the dwarf had set, 

And saw the signes that deadly tydinges spake, 

She fell to ground for sorrowfuU regret. 

And lively breath her sad brest did forsake ; 

Yet might her pitteous hart be seen to pant and quake. 

XXI. 

The messenger of so unhappie newes 
Would faine have dyde ; dead was his hart within ; 
Yet outwardly some little comfort shewes : 
At last, recovering hart, he does begin 
To rub her temples, and to chaufe her chin, 
And everie tender part does tosse and tume : 
So hardly he the flitted life does win 
Unto her native prison to retoume. 
Then gins her grieved ghost thus to lament and 
moume : 

XXII. 

" Ye dreary instruments of doleful! sight. 
That doe this dreadly spectacle behold. 
Why doe ye longer feed on loathed light. 
Or liking find to gaze on earthly mould, 
Sith cruel! Fates the careful! threds unfould, 
The which my life and love together tyde ? 
Now let the stony dart of sencelesse Cold 
Perce to my hart, and pas through eyerie f^^e^ \ 
And let eternall ni^ht. %o ««Ac i\^\.^viTfiL<ak\v^^^* 
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** Vt %r«8 my chaunce (my cbaunce waA faireaiul good) 
There for to find a freah unprored knigbt ; 
Whose manly haoda imbrewd in guilty blood 
Had never beene, ne ever by bis mifi^ht 
Had throwne to ground tbe unregarded right : 
Vet of his prowease proofe he since has made 
(I witnes am) io many a cruell fight ; 
The gproning ghosts ot many one dismaide 
Have felt the bitter dint of uis avenging blade. 

ZLVIIL 

" And ye, the forlome reliques of his powre, 
His biting Sword, and his devouring Speare, 
Which have endured many a dreadfuU stowre, 
Can speake his prowesse, that did earst you beare, 
And well could rule ; now he hath left you heare 
To be tbe record of his ruefull losse. 
And of my dolefull disaventurous deare : 
O heavie record of tbe good Redcrosse, 
A V here have ye left your lord, that could so well 
you tosse ? 

xux. 

" Well hoped I, and faire beginnings had, 

That he my captive languor should redeeme : 

Till all unweeting an encbaunter bad 

His sence abusd, and made him to misdeeme 

My loyalty, not such as it did seeme, 

TaaX rather death desire then such despight. 

Be judge, ye heavens, that all things right esteeme, 

How 1 him lov'd, and love with all my might ! 

So thought I eke of him, and think I thought aright. 



*' Thenceforth me desolate he quite forsooVe, 
To wander, where wilde Fortune would me lead. 
And other bywaies he himselfe betooke. 
Where never foote of living wight did treed. 
That brought not backe the baleful! body deed ; 
In which him chaunced false Dueasa meete, 
Mine onely foe, mine onely deadly dread ; 
Who with her witchcraft, and miaseeming aween, 
Inveigled him to follow her detiraa onmeete. 



"At last, by subtile sleights she him betndd 
Unto his fue, a gyaunt huge and tall ; 
Who him disarmed, dissolute, dismaid, 
Uo wares surprised, and with migh^ naall 
The monster mercilesse him made to fall. 
Whose fall did never foe before behold : 
And now in darkesome dungeon, wretched thrall, 
Remedilesse, for aie he doth him hold : 
This is my cause of griefe, more great then may \a 
told/ 

ui. 

Ere she had ended all, she gan to faint : 
But he her comforted, and faire bespake ; 
" Certes, mad&me, ye hare great cause of plaint. 
That stoutest heart, I weene, could cause to quake. 
But be of cheare, and comfort to you take ; 
For, till I have acquit your captive knight. 
Assure your selfe, I will you not forsake." 
His cbearefull words reviv'd her cbearelesse spright 
So forth they went, the dwarfe them g^uiding evt^ 
right. 
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CANTO VIIT. 



Faire virgin, to redeeme her deare, 

Brings Arthure to the fight ; 
W^ho slayes the gyaunt, wounds the beast, 

And strips Duessa quight. 



r. 

A Y me, how many perils doe enfold 
Tlie righteous man, to make him daily fall. 
Were not that heavenly grace doth him uphold. 
And stedfast Truth acquite him out of all ! 
Her love is firme, her care continuall. 
So oft as he, through his own foolish pride 
Or weaknes, is to sinfiill bands made thrall : 
Els should this Hedcrosse knight in bands have dyde, 
Tor whose deliverance she this prince doth thether 
guyd. 

n. 

Tbey sadly traveild thus, untill they came, 

Kigh to a castle builded strong and bye : 

Then cr^de the dwarfe, " Lo ! yonder is the same. 

In which my lord, my liege, doth lucklesse ly. 

Thrall to that gyaunts hateful! tyranny : 

Therefore, deare sir, your mighty powres assay." 

The noble knight alighted by and by 

From loftie steed, and bad the ladie stay. 

To see what end of fight should hiin befall that day. 



III. 

So with his squire, th' admirer of his might. 
He marched forth towardes that castle wall ; 
Whose gates he fownd fast shutt, ne living wight 
To warde the same, nor answere commers call. 
Then tooke that squire an borne of bugle small. 
Which bong adowne his side in twisted gold 
And tasselles gay : wyde wonders over aU 
Of that same homes great vertues weren told 
Which had approved bene in uses manifold. 



rv. 

Was never wight that heard that shrilling sownd, 
But trembling feare did feel in every vaine : 
Three miles it might be easy heard arownd, 
And ecchoes three answer'a it selfe agayne : 
No faulse enchauntment, nor deceitfull traine. 
Might once abide the terror of that blast. 
But presently was voide and wholly vaine : 
No gate so strong, no locke so firme and fast. 
But with that piercing noise flew open quite, or brast 
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The same before the geaunts gate he blew. 
That all the castle quaked firom the grownd, 
And every dore of firee-will open flew, 
llie gyaunt selfe dismaied with that sownd, 
Where he with his Duessa dalliaunce fownd, 
In hast came rushing forth from inner bowre, 
With staring countenance steme, as one astownd 
And staggering steps, to weet what suddein stowre 
Had wrought that horror strange, and dar'd his 
dreaded powre. 

VI. 

Aod after him the proud Duessa came, 

High mounted on her many-headed beast ; 

And every head with fyrie tongue did flame. 

And every head was crowned on his creast, 

And bloody mouthed with late cruell feast. 

That when the knight beheld, his mightie shild 

Upon his manly arme he soone addrest, 

And at him fiersly flew, with corage fild, 

And eger greedinesse through every member thrild. 

vir. 

Therewith the gyvmnt buckled him to fight, 

Inflamd with scomefull wrath and high disdaine. 

And lifting up his dreadfiiU club on bight. 

All armd with ragged snubbes and knottie graine. 

Him thought at first encounter to have slaine. 

But wise and wary was that noble pere 5 

And, lightly leaping from so monstrous maine. 

Did fay re avoide the violence him nere ; 

It booted nought to thinke such thunderbolts to beare; 



VIII. 

Ne shame he thought to shonne so hideous might : 
The ydle stroke, enforcing furious way, 
Missing the marke of his misaymed sight. 
Did fall to ground, and with his heavie sway 
So deeply dinted in the driven clay. 
That three yardes deepe a furrow up did throw : 
The sad earth, wounded with so sore assay, 
Did grone full grievous underneath the blow ; 
And, trembling with strange feare, did like an erth- 
quake show. 

IX. 

As when almightie love, in wrathfuU mood. 
To wreake the guilt of mortall sins is bent, 
Hurles forth his thundring dart with deadly food, 
Enrold in flames, and smouldring dreriment. 
Through riven cloudes and molten firmament ; 
The fiers threeforked engin, making way. 
Both loftie towres and highest trees hath rent. 
And all that might his angry passage stay ; 
And, shooting in the earth, castes up a mount of 
clay. 

z. 

His boystrous club, so buried in the grownd. 
He could not rearen up againe so light, 
But that the knight him at advantage fownd ; 
And, whiles he stiove his combred clubbe to quight 
Out of the earth, with blade all burning bright 
He smott off his lef); arme, which like a block 
Did fall to ground deprived of native might ; 
liOrge streames of blood out of the truncked stock 
Forth gushedj like fresh-water streame from riven 
rocke* 



XI. 

Dismayed with so desperate deadly wound. 
And eke impatient of unwonted pajrne, 
He lowdlv brayd with beastly yelling sownd. 
That all the fieldes rebellowed againe : 
As great a noyse as when in Cymbrian plaine. 
An herd of bulles, whom kindly rage doth sting. 
Doe for the milky mothers want complaine. 
And fill the fieldes with troublous bellowing : 
The neighbor woodes arownd with hollow murmur 
ring. 

xn. 

That when his deare Duessa heard, and saw 
The evil stownd that daungerd her estate. 
Unto liis aide she hastily did draw. 
Her dreadfuU beast ; who, swolen with blood df late. 
Came ramping forth with proud presumpteous gate. 
And threatned all his heades like flaming brandes. 
But him the squire made quickly to retrate, 
Encountring fiers with single sword in hand ; 
And twixt him and his lord did like a bulwarks 
stand. 

xin. 

The proud Duessa, full of wrathfuU spight 

Aifd fiers disdaine, to be affronted so, 

Enforst her purple beast with aU her might. 

That stop out of the way to overthroe. 

Scorning the let of so unequall foe : 

But nathemore would that corageous swayne 

To her yeeld passage, gainst his lord to goe ; 

But with outrageous strokes did him restraine,- 

And with his body bard the way atwixt them twaine. 



XIV. 

Then tooke the angrie witch her golden cup. 
Which still she bore, replete with magick artes ; 
Death and despeyre did many thereof sup, 
And secret poyson through their inner partes ; 
Th' etemall bale of heavie wounded harts : 
Which, after charmes and some enchauntments said. 
She lightly sprinkled on his weaker partes : 
Therewith his sturdie corage soon was quayd. 
And all his sences were with suddein dread dismayd. 



XV. 

So downe he fell before the cruell beast. 
Who on his neck his bloody clawes did sieze. 
That life nigh crusht out of his panting brest : 
No powre he had to stirre, nor will to rize. 
That when the careftiU knight gan well aviso, 
He lightly left the foe with whom he fought. 
And to the beast gan tume his enterprise ; 
For wondrous anguish in his hart it wrought, 
To see his loved squyre into such thraldom brouj^htt 



XVI. 

And, high advauncing his blood-thirstie blade. 
Stroke one of those deformed heades so sore. 
That of his puissance proud ensample made ; 
His monstrous scalpe down to his teeth it tore. 
And that mis formed shape misshaped more : 
A sea of blood gusht from the gaping wownd, 
That her gay gai-ments staynd with filthy gore, 
And overflowed I all the field arownd ; 
That over shoes in blood ha ^%.^<ii^ ««• "^^- 
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xnr. 

Thereat lie rored for exceeding paine. 
That, to have heard, great horror would hare hred ; 
And scourging th* emptie ayre with his long trayue, 
Through great impatience of his grieved hed, 
His gorgeous ryder from her loftie sted 
Woidd have cast downe, and trodd in durty in3rre. 
Had not the gyaunt soone her succoured ; 
Who, al enrag'd with smart and franticlt yre. 
Came hurtling in full fiers, and forst the knight 
retyre. 

xvin. 

The force, which wont in two to be disperst, 
In one alone left hand he now unites, [erst ; 

Which is through rage more strong than both were 
With which his hideous club aloft he dites, 
And at his foe with furious rigor smites, 
That strongest oake might seeme to overthrow : 
The stroke upon his shield so heavie lites. 
That to the ground it doubleth him full low : — 
What mortsdl wight could ever beare so monstrous 
blow ? 

ZIX. 

And in his fall his shield, that covered was. 
Did loose his vele by chaunce, and open flew ; 
The light whereof, that hevens light did pas. 
Such blazing brightnesse through the ayer threw. 
That eye mote not the same endure to vew. 
Which when the gyaunt spyde with staring eye, 
He downe let fall his arme, and soft withdrew 
His weapon huge, that heaved was on hye 
For to have slain the man, that on the ground did 
Jye. 

XX. 

And eke the &uitfull-headed beast, amazd 
At flashing beames of that sunshiny shield. 
Became stark blind, and all his sences dazd. 
That downe he tumbled on the durtie field, 
And seemd himselfe as conquered to yield. 
Whom when his maistresse proud perceiv'd to &U, 
Whiles yet his feeble feet for faintnesse reeld. 
Unto the gyaunt lowdly she gan call ; 
*' O ! helpe, Orgoglio ; helpe, or els we perish all." 



zxi. 

At her so pitteous cry was much amoov'd 
Her champion stout ; and, for to ayde his frend, 
Againe his wonted angry weapon proov'd. 
But all in vaine : for he has redd bis end 
In that bright shield, and all their forces spend 
Themselves in vaine : for, since that glauncmg sight. 
He hath no powre to hurt, nor to defend. 
As where th Almighties lightning brond does light. 
It dimmes the dazed eyen, and daunts the sences 
quight. 

zxir. 

Whom when the prince, to batteill new addrest 
And threatning high his dreadfuU stroke, did see. 
His sparkling blade about his head he blest. 
And smote off quite his left leg by the knee. 
That downe he tombled ; as an aged tree. 
High growing on the top of rocky clift. 
Whose hart-stringy with keene Steele nigh hewen be ; 
The mightie tninck balfe rent with ragged rift 
Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with fearefiill 
drift 



zxni. 

Or as a castle, reared high and rc<md. 

By subtile engins and malitious slight 

Is undermined from the lowest ground. 

And her foundation forst, and feebled quight. 

At last downe falles ; and with her heaped bight 

Her hastie mine does more heavie make. 

And 3rields it selfe unto the victours might : 

Such was this gyaants fall, that seemd to shake 

The stedfast globe of earth, as it for feare did quake 

zxrv. 

The knight then, lightly leaping to the pray. 
With mortall Steele him smot agsdne so sore. 
That headlesse his unweldy bodie lay. 
All wallowd in his owne fowle bloody gore. 
Which flowed from his wounds in wondrous store. 
But, soone as breath out of his brest did pas. 
That huge great body, which the gyaunt bore. 
Was vanisht quite ; and of that monstrous mas 
Was nothing left, but like an emptie blader was. 



XXV. 

Whose grievous fall when false Duessa spyde. 

Her golden cup she cast unto the ground. 

And crowned mitre rudely threw asyde : 

Such percing niefe her stubbome hart did wound, 

That she coidd not endure that dolefull stound ; 

But, leaving all behind her, fled avray :^ 

The light-foot squyer her quickly tumd around. 

And, by hard meanes enforcing her to stay. 

So brought unto bis lord, as his deserved pray. 

XXVI. 

The roiall virgin which beheld from farre. 

In pensive plight and sad perplexitie. 

The whole atchievement of this doubtful! wane, 

Came running fast to greet his victorie. 

With sober gladnesse and myld modestie ; 

And, with sweet ioyous cheare, him thus bespake : 

** Fayre braunch of noblesse, flowre of chevalrie. 

That with your worth the world amazed make, 

How shaU I quite the paynes, ye suffer for my sake ! 

XXVII. 

" And you, fresh budd of vertue springing fast. 
Whom these sad eyes saw nigh unto Deaths dore. 
What hath poore virgin for such perill past 
Wherewith you to reward ? Accept therefore 
My simple selfe, and service evermore. 
And He that high does sit, and all things see 
With equall eye, their merites to restore. 
Behold what ye this day have done for mee ; 
And, what I cannot quite, requite with usuree ! 

XXVIII. 

" But sith the heavens, and your faire handling. 

Have made you master of the field this day ; 

Your fortune maister eke with governing. 

And, well begonne, end all so well, I pray ! 

Ne let that wicked woman scape away ; 

For she it is, that did my lord bethrall. 

My dearest lord, and deepe in dongeon lay ; 

Where he his better dayes hath wasted all ; 

O heare, how piteous he to you for ayd does call t" 
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in* md doll mm» <l«ep« mmck in boUow pitJi, 
Could not •mdur* th' unwonted 8unn« to vm»w ; 
liu hmn tbin chtrnk— for want of beUf>r bir«, 
And «rni|itir iiid«fi ducmirtd of tbeir dew, 
C'#nald toMMm • »Umj bait biB b«p to rew ; 
I lis nwbone •rroee, wbose niignty brswned bowra 
Were wont to rire Steele plates, afid belmetJi bew, 
Were clene eoneam'd ; and all bis ritall powre« 
Decayd ; and al hii ieab abrook op bke witberad 
iowfM. 

zui. 

Whome when his lady saw, to liim she ran 
y\'iih ba«ty nty : to see bim made ber glad, 
Ami sad to riew hia risage pale and wan ; 
Wlio earst in llowres of freshest youth waa clad. 
'Ilio, wlien her well of tearrs she wasted had, 
Hlie se d : ''Ah, dearest lord ! what eril atarre 
On you l*atb frownd, and poured bis influence bad, 
'lliat r/f your selfe ve thus berobbed arre, 
And this mi s i— i ning hew your manly looket doth 
marret 

ZMII« 

" But welrome now, my b>rd, in wele or woe , 

y/ltttm \trtmmiem I hare Isckt too long a day : 

Stui fy on Ff/rtune mine arowed foe, 

Wb/ise wrathful wreakes Uiemselres doe now alay ; 

And for fliese wrongea shall treble penaunce pay 

Of tr«tble good : good growes of evils priefe. 

'I lie clieaHese man, whom aorrow did dismay, 

Umi uo flelight to treaten of his griefe ; 

UU Urt%% endured fiunine needed more reliefe. 

ZLir. 

** Ftire lidy,** then Mid that victorious Vnight, 
** The tliingSf that grievous were to doe, or bcaro, 
'llMtm Ut rtttmw, I wr/te, lyreeds no delight ; 
iipni mnmfMa breeds delight in loathing eare : 
hut til' *m\y good, tliat growes ot passed feare, 
InUthn wise, and ware of like agein. 
'I'bie dates ensample liath this lesson deare 
D^im written in my heart with yron pen. 
That bliat may not utHds in stats of martaU men. 



xtr, 

** Mmu^t^wih, lAr Irnif^ht, take toyon wonted strAngth, 

Awl mmnUir these mishaps with patient might : 

\/m, wWe your Holies stretcht in monstrous length ; 

And 1/1, that wicked woman in your sight, 

'\ lie roote *ft all y(mr care and wretched plight, 

Uttw in ytmr utmrm, to let her live, or die.'*^ 

" To doe her die," quoth Una, ♦* were despight, 

And sliame t'avenge so weake an enimy ; 

15ut spoils her of uer scarlet robe, and let her fly." 



ZLfX 



So, aa ahe bwl, that witek they diawmad. 

And robd of roiall robea. and porple pall. 

And ornaments that ridily were diraUd ; 

Ne spared they to atrip ber naked au. 

Then, when tbey had de^>oyled ber tire and ofl. 

Such, as she was, their eiea mirfat her beh^. 

That ber miashaped parte did tnean nppaU ; 

A loathy, wrinckled baff, ill faronred, old, 

Wliose secret iltb good maoBfln biddatb not bst^ 



\ 



Her crafty bead waa ahogether bald. 
And, as in hate of booOTable eld. 
Was ove r grow ne with scoria and filtlij acaU ; 
Her teeth out of ber rotten gmnmea wen ftU, 
And ber sowre breath abbominablj arndd; 
Her dried dugs, Ivke bladders l^^Hfig wind, 
Hong downe, ana filthy matter fixxm thsAWcU; 
Her wrizled aldn, as roogh as maple rind. 
So scabbv was, that would bare w^^ffd all 
kino. 

ZLTin. 

Her neather parte, the shame of all bar «imI, 
My chaster Muse for shame doth bloah to wnle : 
13ut at ber rompe she growing had behind 
A foxes taile, with dong all fovrlj digfat : 
And eke her feete most monstrous w^eie in 
For one of them was like an eagl«a daw 
With griping talaunts armd to greedy fi^t; 
llie other like a beares uneven paw- : 
More ugly shape yet never living creatoio 

zux. 

Which when the knights beheld, amazd they woe. 
And wondred at so fowle deformed wig-ht. 
*' Such then," said Una, ** as she seemeth here. 
Such is the face of Falsehood ; sach the sight 
Of fowle Duessa, when her borrowed light 
Is laid away, and counterfesaunce knowne." 
Thus when they bad the witch disrobed qnight. 
And all her filthy feature open showne. 
They let her goe at will, and wander waies miknowoA 



Sliee, flying fast from heavens hated face. 
And from the world that ber discovered wide. 
Fled to the wastfull wildemesse apace. 
From livinp^ eies her open shame to hide ; 
And lurkt m rocks and caves, long unespide. 
But that faire crew of knights, and Una faire. 
Did in that castle afterwards abide, 
To rest themselves, and weaiy powres repaire ; 
Where store they fownd of al, that dain^ was and 
rare. 
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xu 



** But bII in raine ; no fort can be so strong, 
Ne fleshly brest can armed be so sownd, 
Hat will at last be wonne with battrie long, 
Or unawares at disadvantage fownd : 
Nothing is sure that growes on earthlv grownd« 
And who most trustes in arme of fleshly might, 
And boastes in beauties chaine not to he bownd. 
Doth soonest fall in disaventrous fight. 
And yeeldes his oajrlive neck to Tictoan most 
despight. 

xu. 

** Ensample make of him your haplesse ioy, 

And of my selfe now mated, as ye see ; 

Whose prouder vaunt that proud avenging boy 

Did scone pluck downe, and curbd my libertee. 

For on a day, prickt forth with ioUitee 

Of looser life and heat of hardiment, 

Baunging the forest wide on courser free. 

The fields, the floods, the heavens, with one consent, 

Did seeme to laugh on me^ and favour mine intent. 

ZIII. 

" Forwearied with my sportes, I did alight 
From loftie steed, and downe to sleepe me layd : 
The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight. 
And pillow was my helmett fayre displayd : 
Whiles every sence the humour sweet embayd. 
And slombnng soft my hart did steale away. 
Me seemed, by my side a royal! mayd 
Her daintie limbes full sofUy down did lay : 
So fayre a creature yet saw never sunny day. 

xiy. 

^* Most goodly glee and lovely blandishment 

She to me made, and badd me love her deare ; 

For dearely sure her love was to me bent. 

As, when iust time expired, should appeare. 

But, whether dreames delude, or true it were. 

Was never hart so ravisht with delight, 

Ne living man like wordes did ever heare. 

As she to me delivered all that night ; 

And at her parting said, she Queene of Faries bight. 



XV. 

'* When I awoke, and found her place deroyd. 
And nought but pressed gras where she had lyen, 
I sorrowed all so much as earst I ioyd, 
And washed all her place with watry eyen. 
From that day forth I lov*d that face divyne; 
From that day forth I cast in carefull mjnd. 
To seek her out with labor and long lyne. 
And never vowd to rest till her I fynd : 
Nyne monethes I seek in yain, yet ni*ll that vow 
unbynd." 

XVI. 

Thus as he spake, his visage wexed pale. 
And chaunge of hew great passion did bewray; 
Yett still he strove to cloke his inward bale. 
And hide the smoke that did his fire display ; 
TiU gentle Una thus to him gan say ; 
" O happy Queene of Faries, that hast fownd, 
Mongst many, one that with his prowesse may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confownd ? 
True loves are often sown, but seldom grow on 
grownd." • 



xm. 

" Thine, O ! then," said the gentle Radcroaae knight 
** Next to that ladies love, wall be the place, 
O fayrest virgin, full of heavenly light. 
Whose wondrous faith exceeding earthly race. 
Was firmest fixt in myne extremest case. 
And you, my lord, the patrone of my life. 
Of that great aueene may well gaine wordiie gnoe; 
For onlie worthie you tluroogh provres priefe, 
Yf living man mote worthie be, to be her liefe.** 

xmi. 

So diversly discoursing of their loTes, 

The golden sunne his glistrin^ head gan shew. 

And sad remembraunce now the prince amoves 

With fresh desire his voyi^ to pursew : 

Als Una eamd her traveill to renew. 

Then those two knights, fast friendship for to bynd, 

And love establish each to other trevr. 

Gave goodly gifts, the signes of gratefiiU mynd, 

And eke, as pledges firme, right himds together iopd. 

zix. 

Prince Arthur gave a boxe of diamond sure, 
Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament. 
Wherein were closd few drops of liquor pure. 
Of wondrous worth, and vertne excellent. 
That any wownd could heale incontinent. 
Which to requite, the Redcrosse knight him gave 
A booke, wherein his Saveours Testament 
Was writt with golden letteis rich and brave ; 
A worke of wondrous grace, and hable soules tc 
save. 

XX. 

Thus beene they parted ; Arthur on his way 
To seeke his love, and th' other for to fight 
With Unaes foe, that all her realme did pray. 
But she, now weighing the decayed plight 
And shrunken synewes of her chosen knight. 
Would not a while her forward course pursew, 
Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight. 
Till he recovered had his former hew: 
For him to be yet weake and wearie well she knew 

XXI. 

So as they traveild, lo ! they gan espy 
An armed knight towards them gallop fast. 
That seemed from some feared foe to fly. 
Or other griesly thing, that him aghasti 
Still, as he fledd, his eye was backward cast. 
As if his feare stiU followed him behynd : 
Als flew his steed, as he his bandes Lad brast. 
And with his winged heeles did tread the wynd. 
As he had been a fole of Pegasus his kynd. 

XXII. 

Nigh as he drew, he miffht perceive his head 
To be unarmd, and curld uncombed heares 
Upstaring stiiOfe, dismaid with Uncouth dread : 
Nor drop of blood in all his face appeares. 
Nor life in limbe ; and to increase his feares. 
In fowle reproach of knighthoodes feyre degree,' 
About his neck an hempen rope he weares, 
That with his glistring armes does ill agree : 
But ho of rope, or armes, has now no memoree. 
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Tlmt 

lliat cursnl bsd, low sitxis^ ob tb* mi 

Masui^ full MfdlT iu his ftoilrin Bimd : 

HU gr^ciue lockM, looic groveo smI vnbooikd 

I>uordr«d boo{ abcwt bis tlkoaldnv rcnmd. 

And Li i faU iaee ; tkroo^ vbicii his koUov 

Lookt d««llj dull, and axmnd as aoonnd ; 

His raw.bone ch«ekes,tbroo^L peoone and pice. 

Were feJiiooke into bis iawes, as be bid nercr dine. 

ZZXTf. 



Aifli card ; - I be %umt of Ue is 

.\> ■»; a 

\>r MTe bis *«aDd vaRall bis 

*• WLo liie dsi famii br 

VooitL br, " kaoveft West tbe 

And be. tbat pottts tbe ontoBeU Ins 

Docb bocnsr bia dcurt at aoad of 



it : 



His garment, noogfat bot Banj 

With thonw** together piud and psacbwl 

Tbe which his i^«d sides be wrapt ahovts : 

And him beside there lar upon tbe gras 

A drearv corse whose life away did pas. 

All wallowed in bis own jet Inke-wai^ blood. 

That from his wound yet welled fresh, aba ! 

In which a mstj knife fast fixed stood. 

And made an open passage £or tbe gushing food. 



xxxm. 

Wliicfa piteoos speetacle. apptoring trew 
Tbe wofuU tale tbat Trerisan bad t<Ad, 
Whenas tbe gentle RediToase knight did rew ; 
With fierie zttle he bomt in coorsge bold 
Him to aren^e, before bis blood were cold ; 
And to the rilletn 8a>d ; ** Thoa damned wi^ht, 
Tkm autboor of this fi^t we here behold. 
What iostice can bot iudge against thee right. 
With thine own* blood to price bis blood, here shed 
in sight f 

XXZTUI. 

" What frsttticke fit/ qaotbbe,«<batbtbnsdistnmgbt 
'f bee, foolish man, so lasb a doome to gire T 
What justice ever other iodgement tan^t, 
liut be sfHiuld dy€, who merites not to lire ? 
N//ne els to death this man despayring drire 
But his owne guiltie mind, dtterring death. 
Is thri uniust to each his dew to gire ? 
Or Uii him dye, that loatheth liriog breath? 
Or let him die at ease, that liveth here nneath 1 

XZXIZ« 

** Who fttrailai by tb« wearia muidring way, 

To coBM unto his wished home in haste, 

And. meet^s a flood, tbat doth bis passage stay ; 

is not great grace to belpe him orer past. 

Or free his feet that in the myre sticke faat ? 

Most enrious man, that grieves at neighbours good ; 

And fond, that ioyest in the woe thou hast ; 

Why wilt not let him passe, that bug hath stood 

Upon the bancke, yet wilt thy selie not pas the flood ? 

XL. 

** He tli«ra doM now enioy etemall rest 

And hapriy ease, which thou dost want and crare, 

Ami further from it daily wanderest ; 

What if some little tmyiie the passage hare. 

That makes frayU) flesh (o feare the bitter wave ; 

Is not short payne well borne, that bringes long 

A nd Uyf*s the soule to ileepe in quiet grave 1 [ease, 

Hh'e|>e after toyle, port after stormie seas, 

Kttse after warre, death after life, does greatly please." 



Didnet Hed 




*' Is not His dMd, 
In bc*Teo and earth ! 
To dje azaine * All 
Their times in His eteraaD boofce of 
Are wntteo sure, and bave their 
Who then can strive wrtb stnmg 
That holds tbe world in his alill 
Or sbnnne tbe death ofdavnd br 
When boute of dntb is cooae, let 
nor wbv. 

zuu. 

"Tbelengcrlifi», I woCetbei 

Tbe greater ain, tbe gmier 

All thoae great batteU. wl 

Throng strife, and Uood-abed, 

Now praysd, hereafter deore tboa obolt iip ao t : 

For life must life, and Mood moat blood, ^VJ' 

Is not enough thy erill life fiM«ipent T 

For be that once bath missed tbe rigbt waj* 

Tbe further be doth goe, tbe fiiithcr he doth stray. 




xuv: 



•( 



Then doe no further goe, no fiudiar atnty ; 
But here ly downe, and to thy leot becake, 
Th' ill to iireveBt, tbat life enaewen ai^. 
For what nath life, that may it loved auJoe, 
And gives not rather cause it to foisake t 
Feare, aicknesae, age, losse, labour, sorrow, atri£% 
Payne, hunger, cold tbat makea tbe heart to quake ; 
And ever fickle fortune rageth rife ; [life* 

All which^ and thousands mo, do make a loathwHne 

XLT. 

" Thou, wretched man, of death bast greatest need. 
If in true ballaunce thou wilt wei^ thy state ; 
For never knight, that dared warlike deed. 
More luckless disadventures did amate : 
Witnes the dungeon deepe, wherein of late 
Thy life shutt up for death so oft did call ; 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy date. 
Yet death then would the like mishap forestall. 
Into the which hereafter thou maist happen fall. 

XLVt. 

•* Why then doest thou, O man of sin, desire 

To draw thy dayes forth to their last degree I 

Is not the measure of thy sinfull hire 

High heaped up with huge iniquitee. 

Against the day of wrath, to burden thee 1 

Is not enough, that to his lady mild 

1 bou falstd hast thy faith with periuree, 

And sold thyselfe to serve Duessa viJdj 

With whom in all abuse thou hast thyselfe defild tj 
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It »(«•« doe erer tread ! 
_ bom of berenly berth, 
tfcr woefaU |jttfvnu head 
"V "^^ V-«*yM»jr dread, 
tliro««b tbe world now looetdw. 
iocAjw^rrioleatole^l; ^ 
^A*« DOW hetker brought thisim! 
to iciC nwcaciii^ hecher stn^ ! 



^i>»«r tt is an enant knirfit to «» 
»wi m thia plm ; or aor otho^ ^bt. 

^^^T^^*^- -of*^ there bee. 

:\?J«^ ^ broad hijfii war. and take del^Lt 
With maar rather ibr to goe astray. 
Ami be partakers of their erill pli^t. 

O. <»W^ -ii^ why haatja to jour owi decay?" 

•* Thr telfr to tee, and trrwl limbes to rest. 

•^^i^,nr ^^* »»" ^ with me tidiest, 
UJd wiA thy pravses, and Sroad-bhaed fiune. 

??^!I?JL^^^r°*- The aancient dame 
Htm foodhr greeted in her modest jniyse 
Aad eeterteynd them both, as best becam'e. 
J* ith aU the eourt'aie* that she could de™, 
Ne wautad ought to ahanr bar bomiteoas ir iife. 



Thus aa Aej gan of aoudrie thmges devise, 
Loe! two mo^ goodly Tirgins came in phtce 
blinked arme in arme in loyelj wise * ' 

With coontenance demore, and modest erace 
They nombred even atepa and eqnall pace • ' 
Of which the ddest, that Fidelia higbt/ ' 
Like annny beamea threw from her christall 6ce 
That could haye dasd the raah beholders si^bt 
And round about her haad did shine like hey^'Ugbt 

She was araied all in lilly white, 
And in her right hand bore a cup of gold. 
With wine and water fild up to the bight. 
In which a serpent did himselfe enfold. 
That horrour made to all that did behold • 
But she no whitt did chauufe her constant mood * 
And in her other hand she fast did hold 
A booke, that was both signd and seald with blood 
Wherein darke things were writt, ban) to be unde^ 
stood. 

xnr. 

Her youn^r sister, that Speranza bight. 

Was clad id blew, that her beseemed well ; 

Not all so chearefull seemed she of sight. 

As was her sister ; whether dread did dwell 

Or anguish in her hart, is hard to tell : 

Upon her arme a silver anchor lay, 

Whereon she leaned ever, as befell; 

And ever up to haven, as she did pray. 

Her stedfiut eyes were bcut^ ae swarved other way 
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Tbera w«s tn atincient boiue not fiv ftwty, 

Kenowmd throuj^bout the world for Mcred lore 

And pure unspotted life : so well, tbey ny, 

It govemd was, and jn>ided evennore. 

Through wisedome of a matrone grare and hore ; 

Whoae onely ioy was to reliere the needes 

Of wretched soules, and helpe the helpeleaae pore : 

AU night ahe spent in bidding of her bedes. 

And aU tbt daj in doing good and godlj deedea, 

IF. 

Dam* Csplia men did her call, as thought 

From heaven to come, or thetber to arise ; 

Th» mother of three daughters well upbrought 

In goodly thewes, and godly exercise : 

The eldest two, most sober, chast, and wise, 

Fidelia and Speranza, rirgins were ; 

Though sponsd, yet wanting wedlocks aolemnize ; 

But faire Charissa to a lorely fere 

Was lincked, and by him had many pledget dere. 

*• i 

Arrired there, the dore they find fast lockt ; 
For it was warely watched night and day. 
For feare of many foes ; but, when they knockt, 
The porter opened unto them straight way. 
He was an aged syre, all hory gray, 
With lookes full lowly cast, and g^te full slow, 
Wont on a staffe his feeble steps to stay, 
Hight Humilta. They passe in, stouptng low ; 
For streight and narrow was the way which he did 
show. 

Each goodly thing is hardest to begin ; 

But, entred in, a spatious court they see. 

Both plaine and pleasaunt to be waUced in ; 

Uliere them does meete a francklin faire and free. 

And entertaines with comely courteous glee ; 

His name was Zele, that him right well became : 

For in his speaches and behaveour bee • 

Did labour lively to ezpresse the same. 

And gladly did them guide, tiU to the hall they came. 

VII. 

There fk3rrely them receives a gentle squyre. 

Of mild demeanure and rare courtesee, 

Right cleanly clad in comely sad attyre ; 

In word and deede that shewd great modestee. 

And knew his good to all of eadi degree ; 

Hight Reverence : he them with speaches meet 

Does &ire entreat ; no courting nicetee. 

But simple, trew, and eke unfained sweet. 

As might become a squyre ao great persons to greet. 

▼HI. 

And afterwardes them to his dame he leades, 

I'bat aged dame, the lady of the place. 

Who ail this while was busy at her b^es ; 

Which doen, she up arose with aeemely grace, 

And toward them mil matronely did pace. 

Where, when that fiorest Una uie beheld, 

fV'hom well she knew to spring from hevenly race, 

1 ler heart with ioy unwonted inly sweld. 

As feeling vi^Ridrous comfojt in her weaker eld t 



iz. 

And, her embracing, add ; " O happy earth. 
Whereon thy innoc««t feet doe ever tread ! 
Most vertnous viivin, borne of bermily berth. 
That, to redeeme thy woefuU parents head 
From t^rans r^^ and ever-dymg dread. 
Hast wandred through the world now long a day, 
Yett ceasseat not thy weary aolea to lead ; 
What grace hath thee now bet her brought this w^l 
Or dooi thy feeble feet wiweeting hether stray ! 



" Straunge thing it is an errant knight to see 

Here in this place ; or any other wight. 

That hether tumes his steps : so few there bee. 

That chose the narrow path, or seeke the right ! 

All keepe the broad high way, and take ddigbt 

With many rather for to goe astray. 

And be partakers of their evill plight. 

Then with a few to walke the nghteat way : 

O ! foolish men, why hast ye to your own decay Y* 

xu 

' Thy selfe to see, and tyred limbea to rest, 
O matrone saee," quoth she, " I hether came ; 
And this good Imight his way with me addrest, 
Ledd with thy prayses, and broad-biased fame. 
That up to heven is blowne." The auncient dame 
II im goodly greeted in her modest guyse. 
And enterteynd them both, as best became. 
With all the court'sies that she could devjae, 
Ne wanted ought to shew her bounteous or wise. 

zn. 

Thus as &ey gan of sondrie thinges devise, 

Loe ! two most g^oodly virgins came in place, 

Yliuked arme in arme in lovely wise ; 

With countenance demure, and modeat grace. 

They numbred even steps and equal] pace : 

Of which the eldest, that Fidelia hight. 

Like sunny beames threw from her christall feccr 

That coula have dazd the rash b^olders sight. 

And round about her head did shine like he vens light 

zin. 

She was araied all in liUy white. 
And in her right hand bore a cup of gold. 
With wine and water fild up to the hight. 
In which a serpent did himselfe enfold. 
That horrour made to all that did behold ; 
But she no whitt did chaunee her constant mood * 
And in her other baud she fast did hold 
A booke, that was both signd and seald with blood 
Wherein darke things were writt, hard to be unde^ 
stood. 

ziv. 

Her younger sister, that Speranza hight. 

Was clad m blew, that her beseemed well ; 

Not all so chearefull seemed she of sight. 

As was her sister ; whether dread did dwell 

Or anguish in her hart, is hard to tell : 

Upon her arme a silver anchor lay. 

Whereon she leaned ever, as befell ; 

And ever up to heven, as she did pray. 

Her stedfast eyes were bent, ne swerved other way 
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And bitter Penaunce', with an yotii whip, 

Was wont bixn once to dii^ple every day : 

And sharp Remorse his liart did prick and nip. 

That drops of blood thence like a well did play : 

And sad Repentance used to embay 

His body in salt water smarting sore. 

The filthy blottes of sin to wash away. 

So in short space they did to health restore [dore. 

The man that woold not live, but erst lay at deathes 

ZZVIIl. 

In which his torment often was so great, 

That, like a lyon, he would cry and rore ; 

And rend his flesh ; and his owne Sjrcewes eat. 

His owne deare Una, hearing evermore 

His ruefull shriekes and gronings, often tore 

Her guiltlesse garments and her golden heare, 

For pitty of his payne and anguish sore : 

Yet all with patience wisely she did beare ; 

F^r well she wist his cryme could els be never cleare 

JCXIX. 

Whom, thus recovered by wise Patience 

And trew Repentaunce, uey to Una brought ; 

W^ho,,ioyous of his cured conscience. 

Him dearely kist, and fayrely eke besought, 

Himselfe to chearish, and consuming thought 

7o put away out of his carefull brest. 

By this Charissa, late in child-bed brought, 

Was wozen strong, and lefther fruitful] nest : 

To her fayre Una brought this unacquainted guest. 

.zxx. 

She was a woman in her freshest age. 
Of wondrous beauty, and of bounty rare, 
With groodly grace and comely personage. 
That was on earth not easie to compare ; 
Full of great love ; but Cupids wanton snare 
As hell she hated ; chaste m worke and will ; 
Her necke and brests were ever open bare. 
That ay thereof her babes might sucke their fill ; 
The rest was all in yellow robes arayed still. 

^zzi. 

A multitude of babes about her hong, 
Playing their sportes, that ioyed her to behold ; 
VV hom still she red, whiles th'ey were weake and youngs 
fiut thrust them forth still as they wezed old : 
And on her head she wore a tyre of gold, 
Adomd with gemmes and owches wondrous fayre, 
Whose passing price uneath was to be told : 
And by her syde there sate m gentle payre 
Of turtle doves, she sittbg in an y vory chayre. 

zzza. 

The knight and Una entring fayre her graet, 

And bid her ioy of that her happy brood ; 

Who them requites with court sies seeming meet. 

And entortaynes with friendly chearefuU mood. 

'I hen Una hor besouebt, to l>e so good 

As in her veituoui nilei to schoole, h^r knight. 

Now afWr all his tonnent well withstood 

.n that sad house of Panannee, where bis spri^ht 

Had past the painaj «kf hell tod long-eiMlanQgiufl't. 



XXZIII. 

She was right ioyous of her iust request ; ' 
And, taking by tne hand that faeries sonne, 
G an him instruct in everie good behest. 
Of love ; and righteousness ; and well to donne ; 
And wrath and hatred warely to shonne. 
That drew on men gods hatred and his wrath. 
And many soules in dolours had fordonne : 
In which when him she well instructed hath, 
From thence to heaven she teacheth him the ready, 
path. 

ZXXIV. 

Wherein his weaker wandring steps to guyde, 

A a auncient matrone she to her does call, 

Whose sober lookes her wisedome well descryde ; 

Her name was mercy ; well kuowne over all 

To be both gratious and eke liberall : 

To whom the carefull charge of him she gave. 

To leade aright, that he should never fall 

In all his waies through this wide worldes wave ; 

That mercy in the end his righteous soule.might save 

zxxv. 

The godly matrone by the hand him beares 
Forth from her presence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with bushy thomes and ragged breares. 
Which still before him she remov'd away. 
That nothing might his ready passage stay : 
And ever when Lis feet encombred were. 
Or gan to shrinke, or from the right to stray. 
She held bim fast, and firmely did upbetire ; 
I As carefull nourse her child from falling oft does reare, 

XXXVI. 

Estspones unto an holy hospitall. 

That was foreby the way, she did him bring ; 

In which seven bead-men, that had vowed all 

I'heir life to service of high heavens king, 

Did spend their daies in doing godly thing : 

Their gates to all were open evermore. 

That by the wearie way were travelling ; 

And one sate wayting ever them before. 

To call in commers-by, that ne^y were and pore. 

x,xxvn. 

The first of them, that eldest was and best. 
Of all the house had charge and governement. 
As guardian and steward of the rest : 
His o^ce was to give entertainem^nt 
And lodging unto all that came and went ; 
Not unto such as could him feast againe. 
And double quite for that he on them spent ; 
But such, as want of harbour did constraine : 
Those for Gods sake his dewty was to entertaine. 

XXZVIII. 

The second was as ahnner of the place ■ 

His office was the hungry for to feed. 

And thirsty give to drinke ; a worke of grace : 

He feard not once himselfe to be in need, 

Ne car*d to hoord for those whom he did breede : 

llie grace of God he layd np still in store. 

Which as a stocks he left unto his seede : 

He had enongh ; what need him care for more 1 

And had he lease, yet some he would give to the porei 
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** ThrtM bappy man,** nid then the fnther en^e, 

** Whoso stagfc^riof^ tteps thy steody hand doth lead. 

And thewes the way hu •infuU aoule to save ! 

Who hetter can the way to heaven ar<»9d 

Then thou thyielfe, that was hoth home and hred 

III hevenly throne, where thousand angels shine 1 

Thou doest the praiers of the righteous sead 

Present hefore Uie Majeaty Dirine, 

And hif arvnging wraUi to ckmuiej incline. 

ui. 

*' Vet, since thou bidst, thy pleasure shal be donne. 

Then come, thou man of earth, and see the way. 

That never yet was seene of Paries sonne ; 

That never leads the traveiler avtray. 

But, after labors long and sad delay. 

Brings them to ioyous rest and emllesse blis. 

But first thou must a season fast and prav. 

Till from her bands the spright assoiled is, 

And haft her ttreogth recurd from fraile infirmitis." 



tAtU 

That done, he leads him to the highest mount ; 

Such one, as that same mighty man of God, 

That blood-red hillowes like a walled front 

On either side disparted with his rod. 

Till that his army dry-foot through them yod. 

Dwelt forty daies upon ; where, writt in stone 

With bloodv letters by the hand of God, 

The bitter doome of death and balefull mone 

He did receive, whiles flashing fire about him shone: 



LTV. 

Or like that sacred hill, whose head full hie, 
Adomd with fruitfull olives all arownd, 
It», as it were for endlesse memory 
Of that deare Lord who oft thereon was fownd. 
For ever with a flowring girlond crownd : 
Or like that pleasaunt mount, that is for ay 
I'hrough famous poets verse each where renown d. 
On which the thrise three learned ladies play 
Their hevenly notes, and make full many a lovely 
lay. 

LV. 

From thence, far off he unto him did shew 
A little path, that was both steepe and long. 
Which to a goodly citty led his vew ; [strong 

Whose wals and towres were builded high and 
Of perle and precious stone, that earthly tong 
Cannot describe, nor wit of man can tell ; 
Too high a ditty for my simple song ! 
The citty of the Greate King bight it well, 
Wherein etemall peace and happinesse doth dwell. 

LVI. 

As he thereon stood gazing, he might see 

The blessed Angels to and fro descend 

From highest haven iu gladsome companee. 

And with great icy into that citty wend, 

As commonly as frend does with his frend. 

Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 

What stately building durst so high extend 

Her lofty towres unto the starry sphere. 

And what unknowen nation there empeopled wore. 



Lvn. 

«« Faire knight,** quoth be, " Hienisalem that is. 
The New liierusnlem, that God haa built 
For those to dwell in, that are chosen his. 
His chosen people purg*d frpom sinful fpnit 
With pretious blooa, which cmelly was spilt 
On cursed tree, of that unspotted Lam, 
That for the t>innes of al the worid was kilt : 
Now are they saints all in that citty sam. 
More dear unto their God than yomiglings to dieir 
dam." 

LTIII. 

" Tin now,'* said then the knight, •• I weened well, 
That great Cleopolis where I have beene. 
In which that fairest Fary Queene doth dwell. 
The fairest citty was that mi^ht be aeene ; 
And that bright towre, all built of christall dcae, 
Panthea, seemd the brightest thine that was : 
But now by proofe all otherwise I weene ; 
For this great citty that does far surpas. 
And this bright Ajsgela towre quite dims that towre 
ofglaa.^ 

ux. 

** Most trew,** then said the holy aged man ; 
*' Yet is Cleopolis, for earthly fnme. 
The fairest peece that eie beholden can ; 
And well beseemes all knights of noble name, 
That covett in th' immortall booke of fame 
To be eternized, that same to haunt. 
And doen their service to that aoveraig^e dame. 
That glory does to them for guerdon g^nnt : 
For she is hevenlj borne, and heaven may iustly 
vaunt. 

LZ. 

" And thou, faire ymp, sprong out from English rate, 
How ever now accompted Elfins aonne, 
Well worthy doest thy service for her grace. 
To aide a virgin desolate fordonne. 
But when thou femous victory hast wonne. 
And high emongst all knights hast hong thy shield, 
Thenceforth the suitt of eeuthly conquest shonne. 
And wash thy hands from guilt of bloody field : 
For blood can nought but sin, and wars but sorrows 
yield. 






LZI. 



^* Then seek this path that I to thee pres&ge, 
W^hich after all to heaven shall thee send ; 
Then peaceably thy painefull pilgrimage 
To yonder same Hienisalem doe bend. 
Where is for thee ordaind a blessed end : 
For thou emongst those saints, whom thou doest see 
Shalt be a saint, and thine owne nations frend 
And patrone : ihou Saint George shalt called bee. 
Saint George of mery Englmii the signe of victon«." 

txii. 

" Unworthy wretch," quoth he, ** of so gpreat grace, 
How dare 1 thinke such glory to attaine !" 
" These^ that have it attaynd, were in like cace," 
Quoth he, '< as wretched, and liv'd in like paine.*' 
" But deeds of armes must J at last be iaine 
And ladies love to leave, so dearely bought V* 
" What need of armes, where peace doth ayremaine, 
Said he, " and battailes none are to he fought ? 
As for loose loves, they'are vaine, and vanish iato 
nought." 
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'< O let me not," qnoth be, " then tome agune 
Backe to the woila, whose ioyee so fhutlMie ere ; 
But let me here for aie in peace remaine. 
Or streightway on that last long voiage fare. 
That nothing may my present hope empare." 
*■ That m^ not be," said he, '* ne maist thou yitt 
Forgoe that royal maides bequeathed care. 
Who did her cause into thy hand committ, 
nU finm her curaed foe thou haye her freely quitt." 

UUT. 

<*T1ma ahall I toone," quoth hn, " so God me grace, 

Abett that riigins cause disconsolate. 

And shortly back retume unto this place. 

To walke this wkv in pilgrims poore estate. 

But now aiead, old father, why of late 

Didst thou behight me borne of English blood. 

Whom all a Faeries sonne doen nominate 1" 

" That word shall I," said be, " avounchen good, 

Sith to tiiee is unknowne the cradle of thy brood. 

LZT. 

" For wdl I wote thou springst from ancient race 
Of Saxon kingea, that have with mightie hand. 
And many bloody battailes fought in place. 
High resra their royall throne in Britane land. 
And yanquisht them, unable to withstand : 
From thence a Faery thee unweeting refr. 
There as thou slepst in tender swadUng band, 
And her base Elfin brood there for thee left : 
Such, men do channgelinga call, so chaung'd by 
Faeries theft* 






Lzyi. 



** Thence she thee brought into this Faeiy loud. 
And in an heaped ftirrow did thee hyde ; 
Where thee a ploughman all unweetiog food. 
As he his toylesome teme that way did guyde. 
And brought thee up in ploughmans state to byde. 
Whereof Georgos he thee gare to name ; 
Till prickt with courage, and thy forces pryde. 
To Fary court thou cam*st to seek for frme. 
And proye thy puissant annea,aa seemaa thee beat 
became." 



Lzyii. 



« 



O holy aire,'' quoth he, " how shall I quight 
The many fayours 1 with thee haye fownd. 
That hast my name and nation redd aright. 
And taueht the way that does to beayen bownd !'* 
This saide, adowne he looked to tlie grownd 
To haye retumd, but dased were bis eyne 
Through passing brightnes, which did quite confouna 
His feeble sence, and too exceeding shyne. 
So darke are earthly thinges compara to things diyine ! 

Lxym. 

At last, whenas himselfo he gan to fynd. 

To Una back he cast him to retyre ; 

Who him awaited still with pensiye mynd. 

Great thankes, and goodly meed, to that good syre 

He thens departing gaye for his paynes byre. 

So came to Una, who him ioyd to aee ; 

And, after little rest, gan him des^Te 

Of her adyenture myndfull for to bee. 

So leaye they take of Caelia and her daughters three 



CANTO XI. 

The knic^ht with that old dragon fights 

Two dayes incessantly : 
The third, him cyerthrowes ; and gayns 

Most glorious yictoiy. 



High time now gan it wex for Una fa3rre 

To thinke of those her captiye parents deare, 

And their forwasted kingdom to repayre : 

Whereto whenas they now approched neare. 

With hartie wordes ner knight she gan to cheare. 

And in her modest manner thus bespake ; 

" Deare knight, as deare as eyer knight was deare. 

That all these sorrows suffer for my sake. 

High heyen behold the tedious toyle, ye for me take ! 



" Now are we come unto my natiye soyle. 

And to the place where all our perilles dwell ; 

Here hauntes that feend, and does his daily spoyle ; 

Therefore henceforth bee at your keeping well, 

And eyer ready for your foeman fell : 

The spark of noble corage now awake. 

And striye your excellent selfe to ezcell : 

That shall ye evermore renowmed make 

Aboye all knights on earth, that batteill undertake." 



nx« 



And pointing forth, •* Lo ! yonder is," said she, 

" The brasen towre, in which my parents deare 

For dread of that hug^ feend empnsond be; 

Whom I from far see on the walls appeare. 

Whose sight my feeble soule doth greatly cheare : 

And on the top of all I do espye 

llie watchman waiting tydings glad to heare , 

That, O my parents, might I happiljf 

Unto you bring, to ease you of your misery !' 

ly. 

With that they heard a roaring hideous sownd. 
That all the ayre with terror filled wyde. 
And seemd uneath to shake the stedfast ground. 
Eftsoones that dreadful dragon they espyde. 
Where stretcht he lay upon the sunny side 
Of a great bill, himselfe like a great hill : 
But, all so soone as he from far descryde 
Those glistring armes that heyen with light did fill. 
He rousd himselfe full blyth, and baaiuBM^ .^vsn 
untiU. 
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Then badd ihe knight his lady yede aloof,' 

And to an hill herselfe withdraw asyde : 

From whence she might behold that battailles proof, 

And eke be safe from daunger far desciyde : 

Sh^ him obayd, and tumd a little wyde. — 

Now, O thou sacred Muse, most learned dame, 

Fayre jfnipe of Phoebus and his aged bryde, 

The nourse of time and ererlasting fame. 

That warUke hande^ ennoblestwiti^ immortaU name ; 

« 

. VI. 

O, gently come into my feeble brest, " * 
Come gently ; but not with that mightie rage, 
Wherewitli the martiall troupes thou doest infest. 
And hartes of great heroes aoest enrage. 
That nought their kindled corage may aswage : 
Soone as thy dreadfull trompe begins to sownd, 
The god^ warre with his fiers equipage 
Thou doe^t awake, sleepe nerer he so sownd ; 
And scar^ nations doest with horror steme astownd. 

Fayre godde/lse, lay that furious fitt' asyde; ' ' ' 

TiU I of warres and bloody Mars doe sing, 
And BiTt0n fieldes with Sarazin blood bedyde, 
Twixt that great Faery Queene, and Paynim king. 
That with their horror heven and earth did ring ; 
A worke of Is^bour long and endlesse prayse : 
But now a while lett downe that haughtie string 
And to my tunes thy second tenor rayse. 
That I this man. of God his godly annes may blaase. 

VIII. 

By this, the dreadful beast drew nigh to hand, 
Halfe flying and halfe footing in his haste. 
That with bis largenesse measured much land, 
And made wide shadow under his huge waste ; 
As mountaine doth the Talley overcaste. 
Approching nigh, he reared nigh afore 
His body monstrous, horrible, and Taste ; 
Which, to increase his wondrous grcatnes more. 
Was swoln with wrath and poyson, and with bloody 
gore; 

IX.' 

And orer all with brazen scales was armd. 
Like plated cote of Steele, so couched neare [harrad 
That nought mote perce ; ne might his corse be 
With dint of swerd, nor push of pointed speare : 
Which, as an eagle, seeing pray appeare. 
His aery plumes doth rouze fuU rudely dight ; 
So shaked he, that horror was to heare : 
For, as the clashing of an armor bright. 
Such Aoyse his rouzed scales did send onto the 
knijjht 

X. 

His flaggy winges, when forth he did display. 
Were like two sayles, in which the hollow wynd 
Is gathered full, and worketh speedy way : 
And eke .the pennes, that did his pineons bynd. 
Were like mayne-yardes with flying canvas lynd ; 
IVitb which whenas him list the ayre to beat. 
And there by force unwonted passage fynd, 
llie-cloudes before him fledd lor terror great, 
^nd all the herans stood still amazed with his threat 



XI. 

His huge long tayle, wownd up in hundred foldes. 
Does orerspred his long bras-scaly back. 
Whose wreathed boughies when ever he unfoldes, 
And thick>entangled knots adown does slack, 
Bespottod as with shieldes of red and blacke. 
It sweepeth all the land behind him farre. 
And of three furlongs does but litle lacke ; 
And at the point two stinges Infixed aire. 
Both deadly sharp, that sharpest Steele exceeden 
&rre. 

XII. 

But stinges and sharpest Steele did far exceed 
The sharpnesse of his cruell rending clawes : 
Dead was it sure, as sure as death indeed. 
What ever thing does touch his ravenous pawes. 
Or what within his reach he ever drawes. 
But his most hideous head my tongue to tell 
Does tremble ; for his deepe devouring iawes 
Wyde gaped, like the griesly mouth of hell, 
Throu^ which into h^ darke abysse all ravin fell. 



xin. 

And, that more wondrous was, in either iaw 
Three ranckes of yron teeth enraunged were. 
In which yett trickling blood, and gobbets raw. 
Of late devoured bodies did appeare *, 
That sight thereof bredd cold congesded feare : 
Which to increase, and all at oace to kill, 
A cloud of smoothering smoke, and sulphure seare, 
Out of his stinking gorge forth steemed still. 
That all the ayre about with smoke and stench did 
filL 

XIV. 

His blazing eyes, like two bright shining shieldes. 
Did bume with wrath, and sparkled living fyre : 
As two broad beacons, sett in open fieldes, 
Send forth their flames far off to every shyre. 
And warning give, that enemies consp3rre 
With fire and sword the region to invade ; 
So flam'd his eyne with rage and rancorous yre : 
But far within, as in a hollow glade, 
Those glaring lampes were sett, that made a dreadfull 
shade. 

XV. 

So dreadfully he towardes him did pas, 
Forelifting up aloft his speckled brest. 
And often bounding on tne brused gras. 
As for great ioyance of his new come guest. 
Eflsoones he gan advance his haughty crest ; 
As chauffed bore his bristles doth upreare ; 
And shoke his scales to battaile ready drest, [feare, ) 
(That made the Redcrosse knight nigh quake for 
As bidding bold defyaunce to his foeman neare. 



XVI. 

The knight gan fayrely couch his steady speare. 
And fiersly ran at him with rigorous might : 
The pointed Steele, arriving rudely theare. 
His harder hyde would newer perce nor bight. 
But, glauncing by, foorth paused forward ngbt : 
Yet, sore amoved with so puisshunt push, 
The wrathfull beast about nim tumea light. 
And him so rudely, passing by, did brush 
With his long tayle, that horse and man to ground 
did rush. 



(Cjjito XL] 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



vr 



fiodi bone add ftn up liglitly roae waine. 
And freah eneoanter towudet him aaamt ; 
But th' ydle stzoke yet becke recojld in fiine. 
And found no plue his deadly |K>int to Nit 
Exceeding raae enflam'd the nirioui beast. 
To be avenged of ao great deepight ; 
Var nerer felt hia impereeaUe brest 
So wondxona force from hand of living wi^^ht : 
Yet bi^ he piOT'd the powie of many a poiaaant 
bnight. 

STIIX. 

Iben, with hia waving wioga diaplayed wyde, 
Himadfe np high he ufted mnn the ground. 
And with atrong flight did foroibly diryde 
The jidding ayro, which nigh too feeble found 
Her flitting parta, and element unsound, 
To beare ao great a weight : He, cutting way 
With hia braid aa^lea, about him soared round ; 
At laat,low atounmg with unweldy sway, 
fioaCeht np both none and man, to beare them quite 
away. 

XIX. 

Long he them bore above the subject plaine. 
So &r aa ewghen bow a shaft muy send ; 
Till atruggling atrong did him at last constraine 
To lei them downe befure bia flightes end : 
Aa haeard hanke, presumin^^ to contend 
With hardy fowle above bis hable mi^ht, 
Hia wearie pounces all in vaine doth 8))<>nd 
' To trnsae the prey too heavy for his flii^ht ; 
WMch, commiug down to ground, do<^s free itselfe 
by fight 

. XX. 

He 80 disaeiaed of his gryping grosse, 
The knight hia thxillant speare again assayd 
In his bns-plated body to embcsse. 
And three mens strength unto tlie stroake be layd ; 
Wherewith the atifie beame quaked, as affrayd. 
And glanndng from his acaly necke did glydo 
Cloae under hia left wing, then broad disi)Iayd : 
The perdng ateele there wrought a wownu full wyde. 
That with the ^couth smart the monster lowdly 
eiyde. 

XXI. 

He eiyde, aa nging seas are wont to rore. 
When wintry stonne bis wratbfid wreck does threat ; 
The rolling billowes beate the ragged shore, 
As they the earth would sbould<.'r from her seat ; 
And greedy gulfe does gape, as he would eat 
Hia neighbour element m bis revenge : 
Then gm the blustring brethren boldly threat 
To move the world from off bis stedfast benge. 
And boyatrona battaile make, each other to avenge. 



xxn. 

The ateely head stuck fiist stiU in bis fleub 
nil with bis crueU clawes be snatcbt the wood, 
A nd quite asunder broke : forth flowed fresh 
A gushing river of blacke gory blood, 
That drowned all the land, whereon he stood ; 
I'be streame thereof would drive a water-mill : 
'J rebly augmented was bis furious mood 
AVith bitter senceof his deepe rooted ill. 
That flames of Are he threw forth from his large 
nosothrilL 



XXIII. 

Hia hideooa tayle then hurW he about. 
And therewith* all enwrept the nimble 0\\'^b 
Of his froth-fumy steed, whose courage atuut 
Striving to loose the knot that fast hiiu tyes, 
Hiniselfe in streighter hnndini too rmsh imply t*s. 
I'hat to tlie ground he is perfurx*e contftraynd 
To throw his r)'der ; n bo can quickly ryse 
From off the earth, with durty blood diiitaynd. 
For that reprochfull fall right fowly he disdaynd ; 

xxir. 

And fercely tooke his trencbard blade in hand, 
AVith which be atroke so furious and ao fell. 
That nothing set'rod tJie puissaunce could withstand 
L'fion his crest tlie hanlned yron fell ; 
Hut bin more hunlned crest was armd so well, 
'llist d«'e]M*r dint therein it would not make ; 
Yet so extremely did the buffe him quell. 
That from thenceforth he shund the like to tiike, 
But, when he saw them come, he did them still 
forsake. 

XXV. 

Tlie knight was wroth to seo his stroke begu^Ul, 
And smot sgiiine with more outrageous mi^ht ; 
Hut bncke againe the sptircling sti*ele recnyld, 
And left not any marku wlierc it did li^ht. 
As if in adamant rocki- it hud beene pight. 
1 he b<'a'>t, imiKiticnt of his smarting wound 
And of so fierce and forcible dt'S| ight, 
1 houg*it with his winges to stye above the gn)Uii J 
Hut his late wounded wing unserviceable fuuiuL 

XXVI. 

Then, full of grief and anguish vehement, 

He lowdly brayd, that like was never heard , 

And from his wide devouring oven sent 

A flake of fire, that, flashing in his beard. 

Him all ainazd, and almost made afeard : 

The scorching fliune sore swinged all his hce. 

And through his armour all his body seard, 

Tliat he could not endure so cruell cace. 

But thought his armes to leave, and helmet to unl<v:e* 

XXVII. 

Not that great champion of the Antique world, 
Whom fieunous pf.<etes verse so much doth vaunt. 
And hath for twelve huge labours high ex told. 
So many furies and sharpe fits did haunt, 
When him the poysond garment did enchaunt, 
With Centaures blood and bloody verses charmd ; 
As did tliis knight twelve thousand doloure daunt, 
Whom fyrie Steele now burnt, that eret him arnid ; 
That eret him goodly armd, now most of all him 
harmd. 

xxvui. 

Faynt, wearie, sore, emboyled, grieved, brent, [fire 
With heat, toyle, wounds, ormes, smart, and inward 
That never man such mischiefes did torment ; 
Death better were ; death did he oft desire ; 
But death will never come, when needcs require. 
Whom so dismayd when that his foe beheld, 
He cast to suffer him no more respire, 
But gan his sturdy sterne about to weld. 
And him so strongly stroke, that to the ground him 
feld. 
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ZXIX. 

It fortuned, (as fayre it th«»n befell,) 
Itohynd hit bat ke, unweeting where he stood. 
Of auncient time there was a springing: well, 
From which fast trickled forth a silrer flood, 
Full of gpreat vertues, and for med'cine good : 
Whylome, before that cursed dragon got 
That happy land, and all with innocent blood 
Defyld those sacred wares, it rightly hot 
The Well of Life; ne yet his rertaes bad Ibrgot: 

zzx. 

For unto life the dead it could restore, 

And guilt of sinfull crimes cleane wash away ; 

Those, that with sicknesse were infected itore. 

It could recure ; and aged long decay 

Renew, as one were bom that very day. 

Both Silo this, and Jordan, did excell, 

And th' English Bath, and eke the German Span ; 

Ne can Cephise, nor Hebrus, match this well : 

Into th^ same the knight beck oyerthrowen felL 

XXXI, 

Now gan the golden Phcebus for to steepe 
His fierie face in billowes of the west, 
And his faint steedes watred in ocean deepe, 
Whiles from their iournall labours they did rest ; 
When that infemall monster, haying kest 
His wearie foe into that living well, 
Can high advaunce his broad discoloured brest 
Above nis wonted pitch, with countenance fell, 
And clapt his yron wings, as victor he did dwelL 

XXXII 

Which when bis pensive lady saw from farre, 

Great woe and sorrow did her soule assay, 

As weening that the sad end of the warre ; 

And gan to highest God entirely pray 

That feared chaunce from her to tume away : 

With folded bands, and knees full lowly bent, 

All night she watcht ; ne once adowne would lay 

Her dainty limbs in her sad dreriment, 

But prajring still did wake, and waking did lament. 

zxxin. 

The morrow next gan early to appeare, 
That Titan rose to runne his daily race ; 
But earely, ere the morrow next gan reare 
Out of the sea faire Titans deawy face. 
Up rose the gentle virgin from her place. 
And looked all about, if she might spy 
Her loved knight to move his manly pace : 
For she had great doubt of bis safety, 
Since late she saw him fall before his enimy. 

xxxiv. 

At last she saw, where he upstarted brave 

Out of the well wherein he drenched lay : 

As eagle, fresh out of the ocean wave, 

Where he hath lefte his plumes all hory gray. 

And deckt himselfe with fetbers youthly gay, 

Like eyas hauke up mounts unto the skies. 

His newly-budded pineons to assay. 

And marveiles at himselfe, stil as he flies : 

So new this new-borne knight to battell new did rise. 



ZXZT. 

Whom when the damned feend eo freah did apy. 
No wonder if he wondred at the sight. 
And doubted whether his late enimy 
It were, or other new supplied knight. 
He now, to prove his late-reaewed might. 
High brandishing his bright deaw-buming blade. 
Upon his crested scalp so sore did smite, 
Tnat to the scull a yawning wound it made : 
The deadly dint his dolled lenoea all dlamaid* 

zzrvf. 

I wote not, whether the revenging Steele 

Were hardned with that holy water dew 

Wherein he fell ; or sharper edge did feele j 

Or his baptized hands now greater grew ; 

Or other secret vertue did ensew ; 

Els never could the force of fleshly arme, 

Ne molten mettall, in his blood embrew : 

For, till that stownd, could never wight him harms 

By aubtilty, nor slight, nor might, nor mighty charmot 

ZZXTII. 

The cruell wound enraged him so sore, 

That loud he yelled for exceeding paine ; 

As hundred ramping Uons seemd to rore, 

Whom ravenous hunger did thereto constraine* 

Then gan he tosse aloft his stretched traine. 

And therewith scourge the buxome aire so sore. 

That to his force to yielden it was fiune ; 

Ne ou^ht his sturdy strokes might stand afom. 

That high trees overthrew, and rocks in peeces tore: 

zzzvin. 

The same advauncing high above his head. 
With sharpe intended sting so rude him smott. 
That to the earth him drove, as stricken dead ; 
Ne living wight would have him life behott: 
The mortall sting his angry needle shott 
Quite through his shield, and in his shoulder seasd, 
Where fast it stucke, ne would thereout be g^tt : 
The g^iefe thereof him wondrous sore diseasd, 
Ne might his rancling paine with patience be appeasd 

ZXXIX. 

But yet, more mindfull of his honoiur deare 
Then of the grievous smart which him did wring, 
From loathed soile he can him lightly reare. 
And strove to loose the far infixed sting : 
Which when in vaine he tryde with struggeling. 
Inflam'd with wrath, his raging blade he hefte, 
And strooke so strongly, that die knotty string 
Of his huge taile he quite asonder clefle ; [}e(ie. 
Five ioints thereof he hewd, and but the stump him 



XL. 

Hart cannot thinke, what outrage and what cries. 

With fowle enfouldred smoake and flashing firt;. 

The hell-bred beast threw forth unto the skies. 

That all was covered with darknesse dire : 

Then fraught with rancour, and engor^jed yre. 

He cast at once him to avenge for sdl ; 

And, gathering up himselfe out of the mire 

With his uneven wings, did fiercely fall 

Upon his sunne-bright shield, and grypt it fast withalL 
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ZLI. 

Hndi mm ihrn bmu «icombrad with his bold, 

b fcare to low bu w«apon in his paw, 

Ne wist yett* how hii tafamnta to unfold ; 

Nor harder waa from Cerbfrua grredy iaw 

To plnoko n bone, then from his cniell claw 

To nare fay atnngth the icriped gage away : 

Tkiae he aaeeyd it from his foote to draw, 

Aad thiiao in yaine todiaw it did assay ; 

Ik booCad BODl^t to thinke to robbe Lim of hia pray. 

sui. 

no» wlien he eaw no power might prevaile, 
Hk tmaty eword he cald to hia last aid, 
Wbsnwith he lienly did hia foe aiisnihs 
iod doaUe blowea aboat him stoutly laid, 
Hit glanncine fire out of the yron plaid ; 
Ai sparcUee nom the andyile use to fly. 
Whan henyy hammen on the wedg are awaid ; 
Iknwith at fawt he forst him to unty 
Okt of his grasping ieeta, him to defend thereby. 

ZLnt. 

Thi other foots, fast fixed on his shifid, 
Wbonsa no strength nor stroks mote liim construine 
To loose, ne yet tlie warlike pledp^ to yield ; 
Hs mott tbexeat witli all his might and maiiie, 
llat nought so wondrous puissaunce miglit sudtaine: 
Upon the ioint the lucky Steele did light, 
■ Aad mads sach way, that hewd it quite in Iwaine ; 
The psw yett missed not his mininht might. 
Bat noDg still on ibe shield, as it at first was piglit. 

xuy. 

Forgriefe diereof and divelisli despi^ht. 
From his infemsll foumace fourth lie thn>w. 
Huge iames, that dimmed all the hevens light, 
Earold in dnakiah amoke and brimstone blew : 
As burning Aetna from his boyling stow 
Dolh bel£ ont flames, and rockes in pet^ces broke, 
And ragged ribs of mountaines molten new, 
Eawruit in eoleblacke clowds and filtliy Hmoke, 
Thrt d As land with stench, and heven witJi horror 

ZLy. 

TVs heata whereof, and harmefull peRtilence, 

So sore him noyd, that fonit liim to retiro 

A Utile backeward for his best defence, 

To aaye his body from the scorching fire. 

Which he from hellish entrailes did expire. 

Itchsonst, (Etenall God that chaunce did guide,) 

Aa hs rsoodled backeward, in the mire 

Hii nigh finrwearied feeble feet did slide, 

And downs ha fell, with dread of shame sore terrifide. 

ZLTI. 

There grew a goodly tree him faire boside, 

Loaden with miit and apples rosy redd. 

As they in pure rermilion had been dide. 

Whereof great vertues over all were redd : 

For happy life to all which thereon fedd, 

And life eke everlasting did befall : 

Greet God it planted in that blessed stedd 

With his Almighty hand, and did it call 

The Tree of Life, the crime of our first fathers fall. 
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XLVII. 

In all the world like waa not to bo fownd, 
8are in that soile, where all good thinga did grow. 
And frpely spmng out of the fniitfuU grownd, 
As incorrupte<i Nature did them sow. 
Till that dre«hl dragon all did orerthrow. 
Another like faire tree eke grew thereby. 
Whereof whoso did eat, eftsoones did know 
IU)th good and ill : O mournful! memor)- ! 
That tree through one mana fiiult hath doen ua all to 
dy! 

ZLVIIt. 

From that firat tree forth flnwd, as from a well, 

A trickling streame of balme, most soveraine 

And dainty deare, which on tlte ground still fell. 

And overflowed all the fertile plaine, 

As it had deawe<l bene with timely nine : 

Life and long health that gracious ointment gare ; 

And deadly wounds could heale ; and reare agoino 

The s«>ncelesse corse apnointed for the grave : 

Into tliat aame he fell, which did from death him save. 

zuz. 

For nigh thereto the ever-damned beast 

Durst not approch, for he was deadly made. 

And al that life preserved did detest ; 

Vet he it ot\ adventur'd to invade. 

Hy this the dmuping Day -light gan to fade. 

And yield liis rowmu to sad succe<>ding Nij;lit, 

Who with lirr Mihle mantle gnn to shaile 

The fare of earth and wayes of living wight. 

And high her burning torch set up in heaven bright. 

L. 

When gentle Una saw the second fall 
Of her deare knight, who, weary of long fight 
And faint through losse of blood, moov'd not atoll. 
Hut lay, as in a drearae of deepe delight, 
Hesmeard with pretious balme, whose vertuous might 
Did heale his woundes, and scorching heat alay ; 
Againe she stricken was with sore afif'right, 
And for his safetie gan devoutly pray, 
And watch the noyous night, and wait for ioyous 
doy. 

LI. 

Tlie ioyous doy gan early to appeare ; 
And fay re Auroni from the deawy bed 
Of aged Tithone gan herselfe to reare 
With rosy cheekcs, for shume as blushing red . 
Her golden locks, for hast, were loosely shed 
About her eares, when Cna her did marke 
(Jlymbe to her cbaret, all with flowers spred, 
From heven high to chace the chearelesse darko ; 
With mery note her lowd salutes the mountain larkc. 



LIT. 

Then freshly up arose the doughty knight. 
All healed of his hurts and woundes wide, 
And did himselfe to battaile ready dight ; 
Whose early foe awaiting him beside 
To have devourd, so soone as day he spyde. 
When now he saw himselfe so freshly reare. 
As if late fight hod nought him damni^de. 
He woxe dismaid, and gan his fate to reare ; 
Mathlesse with wonted rage he him adyausvcv^ 
neare ; 
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And in hU first encounter, gaping wvde. 

He thought attonce him to nave swallowd quight. 

And rusht upon him with outragious pryde ; 

Who him rencouniing fierce as hauke in fligiit, 

Perforce rebutted back : the weapon bright, 

Taking advantage of his oj>en iaw. 

Ran through his mouth with so imp6rtune might. 

That deepe emperst his darksome hollow maw, 

And, back letyrd, hislife blood forth withall did diaw. 



LIT. 



So downe he fell, and forth bis life did breath. 
That Tanisht into smoke and cloudes swift ; 
So downe he fell, that th' earth him underneath 
Did grone, as feeble so great load to lift ; 
So downe he fell, as an huge rocky clift, 
Whose false foundacion waves have washt away. 
With dreadfull poyse is from the mayneland rift, 
I And, rolling downe, great Neptune doth dismay : 
I So downe he fell, and like an heaped mountaine lay. 



LV. 



The knight htmselfe evdn Uembled at his fall 

So huge and horrible a masse it seemd ; 

And his deare lady, that beheld it all. 

Durst not approch for dread which she misdeemd ; 

But yet at last, whenas the direfiill feend 

She saw not stirre, off-shaking vaine affright 

She nigher drew, and saw that ioyous end : 

Then God she pniysd, and thankt her faithfuU knight. 

That had atchiev<ie so great a conquest by his might. 



CANTO XII. 

Fay re Una to the Redcrosse knight 
Betrouthed is with ioy : 

Though false Duessa, it to barre. 
Her false sleightes doe imploy. 



Behold I see the haven nigh at hand. 

To which I ineaoe my wearie course to bend ; 

Vere the maine shete, and beare up with the land, 

The which afore is fayrly to be kend. 

And seemeth safe from storms that may offend : 

There this fayre virgin wearie of her way 

Must landed bee, now at her ioumeyes end ; 

There eke my feeble barke a while may stay. 

Till mery wypd and weather call her thence away. 



zi. 



Scarsely had Phoebus in the glooming east 

Yett harnessed his fyrie-footed teeme, 

Ne reard above the earth his flaming creast ; 

When the last deadly smoke aloft did steeme, 

Tliat signe of last outbseathed life did seeme 

Unto the watchman on the castle-wall. 

Who thereby dead that baleful! beast did deeme. 

And to his lord and lady lowd gan call, 

To tell how he had seene the dragons fatall falL 



Xllk 



Uprose with hasty ioy, and feeble speed, ' 
That aged syre, the lurd of all that land, 
And looked forth, to weet if trew indeed 
ITiose tydinges were, as he did understand : 
W^hich whenas trew by tryall be out fond, 
He badd to open wyde his brasen gate. 
Which long time had beeiie shut, and out of bond 
Proclaymed ioy and peace through all his state ; 
For d«Bd now was their foe, which them forrayed 
late. 



IV. 

Then gan triumphant trompets sownd on hye, 

lliat sent to heven the ecchoed report 

Of their new ioy, and happie victory 

Gainst him, that had them long opprest with tort, 

And fast imprisoned in sieged fort. 

Then all the people, as in solemne feast. 

To him assembled with one full cons6rt, 

Reioycing at the fall of that great beast. 

From whose etemall bondage now they were releast. 

Forth came that auncient lord, and aged qneene, 
Arayd in 4ntiaue robes downe to the grownd. 
And sad habiliments right well beseene : 
A noble crew about them waited rownd 
Of sage and sober peres, all gravely gownd ; 
Whom far before did march a goodly band 
Of tall young men, all hable armes to sownd. 
But now they laurell braunches bore in hand ; 
Glad signe of victory and peace in all their land. 

VI.' 

Unto that doughtie conquerour tbiey came. 
And, him before themselves prostrating low. 
Their lord and patrone loud did him proclame. 
And at his feet their lawrell boughes did throw. 
Soone after them, all dauncing on a row. 
The comely virgins came, with girlands dight. 
As fresh as flowres in medow greene doe grow. 
When morning deaw upon their leaves doth light ; 
And in their handes sweet timbrells all upheld on 
highU 
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lid. Asm belbra, (Im fry of children toii|( 
Their ir m ton •portea and childish nirth did play, 
Aid to the mardena lowiidiiip tymbreU aang 
I k wdl attmied notoa a iojous lay, 
iid Biada delightful mnnck all the way, 
Ihtin tlM7 eane, where that faire Vir^n vtood : 
Ai Am Dianrn in freah aommen daj 
BAoidee her njmphes ennnng'd in shady wood, 
BsBB wrBada» aome do lun, some bathe in ehristall 

lOOQ 9 

yxn. 

hiha beheld those naydens neriment 

indi eliearefiill vew ; who, when to her they cnnip. 

IkaaalTea to smnnd with gnrarious humbIeM«» bent, 

Aid her ador*d by honorable name, 

littnip to beren ber everlasting fame : 

Ikn OQ ber head they sett a girlond greene. 

Aid crowned her twizt earnest nnd twizt game : 

Vfe, in ber aelf-resembhuice well beseene. 

Did MflmevBiieh aa she was, a goodly maidfn queene. 

n. 

Aid after all the raskall manv ran, 
Boped tr^^eiber in rude rBbft*ment, 
To see the Cmso of that rictorious man, 
* Whom all admired as from heaven sent, 
And gax'd upon with gaping wonderment 
Bot when they came where that dead draf::on lay, 
Itretoht on the ground in monstrous large extent, 
The sight with ydle feare did them disniav, 
He dnrat ^pproch him nigh, 1o touch, or once assay. 



Bone feard^and iledd ; some feard, and well it fajmd ; 

One. that would wiser seeme then all the rent, 

Wamd bim not touch, for yet perhaps remaynd 

Some lingring life within his hollow brent, 

Or in hia wombe wight lurke some hidden nest 

Of many dragonettes, his fruitful! seede ; 

Another nide, that in his eyes did rest 

Yet sparoUing fyve, and badd thf reof tnke heed ; 

Another aaidj he saw him move Lis eyes indeed. 

zi. 

One mother, whenas her foolehardy chyld 
Did come too neare, and with his talnnts piny, 
Haifa dead through feare, her litle babe revyld, 
And to her goasips gan in counsell say ; 
" How can I tell, but that his talants may 
Yet scratch my sonne, or rend bis tender hand?" 
So divenly themselves in vaine tbey fray ; 
Whalea aome mcnne bold to measure him nigh stand, 
To prore how many acres he did spred of land. 

zn. 

thus flocked all the folke him rownd about ; 

The whilea that hoarie king, with all his traine. 

Being arrived where that champion stout 

After his foes defeasaunce did remaine, 

Him goodly greetes, and fayre does entertajrne 

With princely gifts of yvory and gold, 

And thousand thankes bim yeeldes for all his paine. 

Then when bis daughter deare he does behold, 

Her dearely doth imbrace, and kissetb manifold. 



zin 

And after to hn pallare he them brinpe<«. 

With shaumes^ut tr<im]iet]«,pnd withrlarions sweet ; 

And all the wny the ioyoii^ |ie jile fin);r!i. 

And with their gnrmcntii str«)Wes the pavinl stn'et , 

Wlienre mounting up. they fyml purvey aunre me<i 

Of all, that rovull princeii rourt became ; 

And nil the rinore was underneath their fe«-t 

Itespreiid with coNtly sciirlott of great name, 

Ou which they lowly sitt,and fitting purituse framei 

ziv. 

What nef des me tell their feast and goodly guiie. 

In whirh waM nothing ri'itnus nor vaine ? 

What nee<leN of dainty dishes to devise, 

Of comely MervireN. or Cdurtir truyne, 

!\Iy narrow leaves cannot in them contsyne 

Tlie large diHt-oume of roiall pnnres state. 

Yot was tliftir manner then but bare and pisvne • 

For th' untii|ue world excesse and pr^'de did hute 

Such proud luxurious pompe is swollen up but late. 

ZT. 

Then, when with meates and drinkea of ever}* kinde 

'Hieir fervent api)etite they <|nenrhed hml. 

That auncient lord i^an fit occasion finde. 

Of straunge adventures, and of perils sad 

Which in hi a trnvell him befallen had. 

For to demauml of his renowme<l guest : 

Who then with uttVanoe grave, nnd count*nance sad. 

From |ioynt to poynt, as is b4>fore expresf, 

Diitcourst his voyage long, according his rerjuest. 



ZVI. 

Great pleasure, mixt with pittiful regard, 
'Hiat goflly kint! and nueene did passionate, 
Whyles ibey his pittitull adventures heard ; 
That oft ihey did lament his lucklesse state, 
And often blame the too inip^)rtiine fate 
That heapod on him so many wrathful! wreakes , 
(For never gentle knight, as he of late. 
So tossed wa» in fortunes cruell freakes ;) 
And all the while salt teares bedeawd tiie hearers 
cheaks. 

ZVTI. 

Then sayd that royall pere in sober wise ; 

** Deare sonne, great beene the evils which ye bore 

From first to last in your late enterprise, 

Tliat I no'te whether praise or jntty more : 

For never living man, I weene, so sore 

In sea of deadly daungers was distrest : 

But since now safe ye seised have the shore. 

And well arrivedrare (high God be blest !) 

Let us devize of ease and everlasting rest." 

zvni. 

** Ah, dearest lord," said then that doughty knight, 
"Of ease or rest I may not yet devize ; 
For by the faith, which I to armes have plight, 
I bownden am streight after this emprize. 
As that your daughter can ye well advise, 
Backe to retoume to that great Faery Qtieene, 
And her to serve size yeares in warlike wize, 
Gainstthat proud Paynim king that works her teene. 
Therefore I ought crave pardon, till I there have 
beene." 
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Unhappy falls that hard necessity/ 
Quoth he, " the troubler of my happy peace, 
And Towed foe of my felicity ; 
Ne I ag^st the same can justly preace. 
But since that band ye cannot now release, 
Nor doen undo, (for vowes may not be ravne,) 
Soone as the terme of those six yeares shall cease. 
Ye then shall hether back retoume agayne. 
The marriage to accomplish vowd betwixt yon twayn: 



XX. 



« 



Which, for my part, I covet to performe, 
In sort as t!i rough the world I did proclame, 
That whoso kild that monster most deforme. 
And him in hardy battayle overcame, 
Should have mine onely daughter to his dame, 
And of my kingdome heyre apparaunt bee: 
Therefore since now to thee pertejrnes the same. 
By dew desert of noble chevalree, 
Both daughter and eke kingdome lo ! I yield to thee." 



XXI. 

Then forth he called that his daughter fayre. 

The fairest Un', his onely daughter deare, 

His onely daughter and his onely hayre ; 

Who forth proceeding with sad sober cheare. 

As bright as doth the morning starre appeare 

Out of the east, with flaming lockes bedight. 

To tell that dawning day is drawing neare, 

And to the world does bring long- wished light 

So faire and firesh that lady ahewd hersiilfe m sight : 

xxn. 

So faire and fresh, as freshest flowre in May ; 
For she had layd her moumefull stole aside. 
And widow-like sad wimple throwne away. 
Wherewith her heavenly beautie she did hide. 
Whiles on her weary ioumey she did ride ; 
And on her now a garment she did weare 
All lilly white, withoutten spot or pride, 
That seemd like silke and silver woven neare ; 
But neither silke nor silver therein did appeare. 

XXIII. 

The blazdng brightnesse of her beauties bearae, 

And glorious light of her sunsbyny face. 

To tell, were as to strive against the streame : 

My ragged rimes are all too rude and bace 

Her heavenly lineaments for to enchace. 

Ne wonder ; for her own deare loved knight. 

All were she daily with himselfe in place^ 

Did wonder much at her celestial sight : 

Oft had he seene her faire, but never so faire dight. 

xxiy. 

So fairely dight when she in presence came. 

She to her syre made humble reverence. 

And bowed low, that her right well became, 

Aud added grace unto her excellence : 

Who with great wisedome and grave eloquence 

Thus gan to say — But, eare he 9ius had sayd, 

With flying speede, and seeming great pretence. 

Came running in, much like a man dismayd, 

A messeger with letters which his message sayd. 



XXV. 



All in the open hall amazed stood 

At suddeinnesse of that unwary sight. 

And wondred at his breathlesse hasty mood : 

But he for nought would stay his passage right. 

Till fast before the king he aid alight ; 

Where falling flat great humblesse he did make. 

And kist the ground whereon his foot was pight ; 

Then to his handes that writt he did betake, 

Which he disclosing, read thus as the paper spake ; 

XXVI. 

'* To thee, most mighty king of Eden fayre. 
Her greeting sends in these sad lines addrest 
The wofull daughter and forsaken heyre 
Of that great emperour of all the west ; 
And bids thee be advized for the best. 
Ere thou thy daughter linck in holy band 
Of wedlocke, to that new unknowen guest : 
For he already plighted his right hand 
Unto another love^ and to another land. 

xxvn. 

" To me sad mayd, or rather widow sad. 
He was affyaunced long time before, 
And sacrea pledges be both gave, and had. 
False erraunt knight, infamous, and forswore \ 
Witnesse the burning altars, which he swore. 
And guilty heavens of his bold periury ; 
Which though he hath polluted oft of yore, 
Yet I to them for iudgment iust doe fly, 
And them coniure t' avenge this shamef^U iniary f 

xxvnr. 

** Therefore since mine he is, or free or bond, 
Or false or trew, or living or else dead. 
Withhold, O soverayne prince, your hasty bond 
From knitting league with him, I you aread ; 
Ne weene my right with strength adowne to tread. 
Through weaknesse of my widowhed or woe ; 
For Truth is strong her rightfuU cause to plead. 
And shall finde friends, if need requireth soe. 
So bids thee well to fare, thy neither friend nor foe. 

When he these bitter byting wordes had red. 

The tydings straunge did mm abashed make. 

That still he sate long time astonished, 

As in great muse, ne word to creature spake. 

At last his solemn silence thus he brake. 

With doubtfall eyes fast fixed on his guest ; 

'* Redoubted knight, that for myne only sake 

Thy life and honor late adventurest ; 

Let nought be hid from me, that ought to be exprest 

xxx'. 

** What meane these bloody vowes and idle threats, 

Throwne out from womanish impatient mynd ? 

What hevens ? what altars ? what enraged heates. 

Here heaped up with termes of love unkytid. 

My conscience deare with guilty bands would bynd? 

High God be witnesse, that I guiltlesse ame ! 

But if yourselfe, sir knight, ye faulty fynd. 

Or wrapped be in loves of former dune, 

SVith cryme doe not it cover, bat disclose the same." 
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zzzr. 

fo n^oBi tha Kederoaw knight this anairera sent ; 

"My loid. my Idng ; be nought hereat dismayd. 

Tin wall ja wota bj grave inteodiment. 

What woman, and wherefore, doth me upbrayd 

WiA btcach of lore and loialty betrayed. 

b was in my miahapa, aa hitherward 

Ihtaly txmwmd, that anawares 1 strayd 



Oat 01 my ^ray, through perils stnunge and hanl ; 
Ait day ahoiud fiula ma are 1 had them all declard. 



XXZIf. 

*nna did I find, or rather I was fnwnd 
Of daa filae woman that Fidessa higlit, 
lidsam hight the falsest dame on growud, 
KoBt frlae Dueasa, royall richly di^'ht, 
Ike eaay waa t' inveigle weaker si^^bt : 
Who by Imr wicked arts and wiely skill, 
Tm Uao and strong for eortlily skill or miKlit, 
Pm a at aa ma wrought uoto her wickf<l will. 
Aid to my fiaa batiayd, when least 1 feared ill.'* 

sxxiir. 

IWi alBpp0t]| forth the goodly royall mayd, 
lad, en t£a ground herselfe prostruting low, 
Wi& sober eoontenannee thus to liim sayd ; 
"0 pardon ma, my soreraine lord, to show 
Ths aaeret tveaaons, which of late I know 
Tohara bene wrought by that false sorceresse : 
ftse, onaly aihe, it is, that erst did throw 
TVs nntb knight into so gpreat diitresse, 
TWdietli Inm did awaita in daily wretchednesse. 

ZZXIT. 

*Aad BOW it saamei, that she suborned hath 

This cmfty maaaanger with letters faine. 

To wQika new woe and unprovided scatli, 

Bf knakiBg of the band betwixt us twaine ; 

WhaMin ahe used hath the practicke paine 

Of ttas ftlae IbotmaUf dokt with simnlepesse, 

Wkoam tf je please for to discover pluiiie, 

Tt AbH lum Arohimogo find, I ghesse, 

Ika Maaat man alive ; who tries, shall find do lessr." 

XXXV. 

Ike laay waa grsatly moved at her spcnch ; 
Aa^ all with anddem indignation fraiKht, 
Bid on that measenger rude hands to reach. 
TOioonaa the gard, which on his state did wait, 
AttiAt diat fitytor false, and bound him strait ; 
Who aeeming sordy chaufied at his band, 
As ahainad baare whom cruell dogs doe bait. 
With ydla finee did fiune them to withstand ; 
Aad oftan aamblaonce made to scape out of their 



XXXVI. 

Bat they hfan layd full low in dung^eon deepe, 
Aad boond him hand and foote witli yron chains : 
Aad with continual watch did warely keepe. 
Who then would thinke, that by his subtile (rains 
Hi eoold aacape fowle death or deadly pains ? 
^hoBf when timt princes wrath was pacifide, 
Bs nn renew the late forbidden bains, 
Aad to the knight his daughter dear he tyde 
Widi ■amrad litea and vowes for ever to abyde. 



XXX VIX. 

His owne two hands the holy knotts did knitt, 
Ihut none but dt>aih for ever con divide ; 
I lis owne two hands, for such a turne most fitt, 
The housling fire did kmdle and provide. 
And holy water thereon sprinckled wt<le ; 
At which tlie bushy teade a groome did light, 
And sacred lamp in secret chamber hide. 
Where it should not be quenched day nor ni);ht, 
For feare of evil fates, but bumen ever bright. 

XXXVIII. 

Then gan they sprinckle all the posts with wine. 
And made great feast to solemnise that day : 
They all perfumde with frankincense divine. 
And precious odours fetcht from far away, 
'J'hat all the bouse did sweat with great aray 
And all the while sweete musicke did ap])ly 
Iler curious skill the warbliuj; notes to play. 
To drive away the dull meUnchuly ; 
llie whiles one sung a song of love and iollity. 

ZXXIX. 

During the which there was an heavenly noise 
Heard sownd through all the pallace pleasantly, 
JJke as it had bene many an angels voice 
Singing before th' Ktemall IVIaiesty, 
III their thnall tri])licities on hye : 
Yett wist no creature whence tJiat hevenly sweet 
Proceeded, yet each one felt secretly 
Ilimselfe thereby rcilo of his sences meet, 
And ravished with rare impression in his sprite. 

XL. 

Great ioy was made that day of voung and old, 
And solemne feast proclaymd tnroughout the land. 
That their exceeding mcrth may not be told : 
Suffice it heare by sipies to understand 
The usuull ioyes at knitting of loves band. 
I'hrise happy man the knight himselfe did hold, 
Possessed of his ladies hart and hand ; 
And ever, when his eie did her behold. 
His heart did seeme to melt iu pleasures manifold. 

XLI. 

Her ioyous presence, and sweet company. 

In full content he there did long enioy ; 

Ne wicked envy, ne vile geolosy. 

His deare delights were hable to annoy : 

Yet, swimming in that sea, of blissfull ioy. 

He nought forgott how he whilome 4iad swome. 

In case he could that monstrous beast destroy. 

Unto his Faery Queene backe to retoume ; 

The which he shortly did ; and Una left to moume. 

xui. 

Now, strike your sailes, yee iolly mariners, 

For we be come unto a quiet rode. 

Where we must land some of our passengers. 

And light this weary vessell of her lode. 

Here she a while may make her safe abode, 

Till she repaired have her tackles spent. 

And wants supplide ; and then agame abroad 

On the long voiage whereto she is bent : 

Well may die speede, and fairely finish her intent ! 
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I. 



Right well I wote, most migb^ soyeraine. 

That all this famous Antique history 

Of some th* aboundance of an ydle braioe 

Will iudged be, and painted forgery. 

Rather then matter of iust memory ; 

Sith none that breatheth living aire doth know 

Where is that happy land of Faery, 

Which I so much doe yaunt, yet no where show ; 

But youcL antiquities, which no body can know. 



n. 



But let that man with better sence advize, 
fhat of the world least part to us is red ; 
And daily how through hardy enterprize 
Many great regions are discovered, 
Which to late aee were never mentioned. 
Who ever heard of th' Indian Peru ? 
Dr who in venturous vesseU measured 
The Amazon huge river, now found trew ? 
Or fruitfullest Virginia who did ever vew ? 



ui. 

Yet all these were, when no man did them know, 
Yet have from wisest ages hidden beene ; 
And later times thinges more unknowne shall show 
Why then should witlesse man so much misweene, 
That nothing is, but that which he hath seene 1 
What, if within the moones fayre shining spheare, 
What, if in every other starre unseene 
Of other worldes he happily should heare ? 
He ' wonder would mucn more ; yet such to some 
appeare. 

iy» 

Of Faery lond yet if he more inqu3rre. 
By certein signes, here sett in sondrie place. 
He may it fynd ; ne let him then admyre. 
But yield his sence to bee too blunt and bace. 
That no'te without an hound fine footing trace. 
And thou, O fayrest princesse under sky. 
In this fayre nurrhour maist behold thy face. 
And thine owne realmes in lond of Faery, 
Axid in this 4ntiqae 3rmage thy £p%at auicestiy. 



The which O ! pardon me thus to enfold 

In covert vele, and wrapt in shadowes light. 

That feeble eyes your glory may behold. 

Which ells could not endure those beames bright. 

But would bee dazled with exceeding light. 

O ! pardon, and vouchsafe with patient eare 

The brave adventures of this Faery knight, 

The ^ood Sir G.uyon, gratiously to heare ; 

In whom great rule of Temp'raunce goodly doth appeare. 
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Guvon, by ArchiniBK** ubiidil. 

Ihe Kedrrosw* kni^hi awmytm ; 
Fynd«*t Mordant ami Amavia ulainv 

With Pleasun'H |ioidon4*<I bay toa. 



! 



VraoniniT tarebattet of cancred fpiyl«« 
Hbi piness lata diaplaMOra left in bands, 
IbMied letters, end nboined wyle; 
\hm m tiie Hedcroaw knight he andentanda 
AkMoa departed out of Eden landei, 
;1bnrva u gr**^ his aoveraine Elfin queene ; 
■ftatM he morea, wad out of cajtirea handes 
'CMd£i lie frees by aecret meanea unseeno ; 
.'fttbeeUM emptie lafie, himaelfe escajMxl cleene ; 

It, 

kd fadi 1m foes, fall of malicions mynd, 
TtvotlGen mieehiele, and arenging wop, 
Vhnerer lie that godly knight niay fynd, 
Bi omIt hart^^ore and his onely foe ; 
ilhUna now be algates mustforegoe, 
VkM Ins TictoriouB handes did earat restore 
Ts latiTe erowne and kingdom late ygoe \ 
Wkae she enioyes snre peace for eTermore, 
liwstberbeatsB sbiparryv'd on bappie shore. 

ni. 

b rt mff fr — i DOW the obieet of his spight 
lid deadly food he makes : him to olVend 
Ir fined treason, or b^ open fight, 
m nuas, of all his dnfle the aymed end : 
~~ his snbtile engins he does bend, 



Bbjpiaetiek witt and his fiiyre fyled tonp:e, 
WriTjlifm— nd Other sleightes ; for well be kend 
ib eradit now in doabtfuU ballatmce hong : 
For hndly eonld bee hurt, who was already stong. 



I • 



ir. 

Idn, as he went, he craftie stales did lay. 
With canning traynes him to entrap unwares, 
ind priTy spyals plast in all bis way, 
To weete what coarse he takes, and how he fares ; 
To ketch hbn at a Tauntage in his snares. 
fiat now so wise and wary was the knight 
^ tryall of his fonner harmes and cares, 
Ihit ne deaciyde, and shonned still, his slight : 
The fish, that once was caoght, new bayt wu hardly 
hyte. 

V. 

NBdi*lesse th' enchaunter would not spore bis payne, 

hi hope to win occasion to his will ; 

WMca when he long awaited had in rayne. 

He chaoDgd his mynd from one to other ill : 

For to all good he enimy was still. 

Up<m the way him fortuned to meete, 

Fsyre marching underneath a shady bill, 

A goodly knight, all annd in hamesse meete. 

That firom his brad no place appeared to his feete. 



His carriage wos full comely and uprfglit ; 
I lis countenance demure and temperate ; 
Hutyrtt so Sterne and terrible in sight, 
I'hat cheanl liis friendes, and did his fucs amate 
lie waH an Ellin lH)rne, of noble state 
And niickl** worship in bis native land ; 
Well oonUl ho tourni»y, and in lints debote. 
And knijriitbood tnoke of goo«l Sir Huons Iinnd, 
When with kin>; Obt'ron become to Fnry land. 



VII. 

Ilim als accoropanyd upou the way 
A comely jmlmor, clad in black ottyre, 
Of rypest year«»«, and h«>nn>s all lioorie gmy. 
That with a stufie hin fwble steps did stiro,' 
Least bis lon^ way his aged limbes should tire : 
And, if by lookes one may the mind nr«'ud, 
He seemd to )>e a sngo niul sober Hyre ; 
And erer with slow jfuce the knight did lead. 
Who taught his trampling steed with ecjuull steps to 
tread. 

VIII. 

Such wbeuas Archiinogo them did view. 

He weened well to worke some (incouth wyle : 

Kflsoones, untwisting his deceiptfull clew. 

He gan to weave a web of wicked guyle ; 

And, with fnire countenance and flattring style 

To them approching, tliui^ the knight bespake ; 

'' Fayre sonne of Mors, that seeke with warlike spoyle. 

And ereat atchiev'ments, great yourselfe to make, 

Vouchsafe to stay your steed for humble misers soke." 



IX. 

He stayd his steed for humble misers sake. 
And badd tell on the tenor of bis plajrnt : 
Who feigning then in every limb to quake 
Through inward feare, and seeming pale and faynt. 
With piteous mone bis percing speech gan paynt : 
" Deare lady ! how shall I declare thy cace. 
Whom late I left in languorous constraynt ? 
Would God ! tbyselfe now present were in place 
To tell this rueful! tale : thy sight could win thes 
grace ; 

X. 

" Or rather would, O ! would it so bad chaunst. 
That you, most noble sir, bad present beene 
When that lewd rybauld, with vyle lust advaunst, 
Laid first his filtbie bands on vir^ cleene. 
To spo3'le her dainty corps, so faire and sheene 
As on the earth, g^eat mother of us all. 
With living eye more fayre was never seone 
Of chastity and honour virginall :* [call ! 

Witnes, ye heavens^ whom slie in vaine to help did 
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In this faire wize tbey trareild long yfere. 

Through many hard assayes which did betide ; 

or which he honour still away did beare, 

And spred his glory through all countryes wide. 

At last, as chaunst them by a forest side 

To passe, for succour from the scorching ray, 

They heard a ruefull yoice, that deamly cride 

With percing shriekes and many a dolefnll lay ; 

Which to attend, awhile their forward steps they stay. 



XXXVI. 

" Rut if that carelesse herens," quoth she, '' despise 

The doome of iust revenge, and take delight 

To see sad pageaunts of mens miseries, 

As bownd by them to live in lives despight ; 

Yet can they not wame Death from wretched wight 

Come, then ; come soone ; come, sweetest Death, to 

And take away this long lent loathed light : [me, 

Sharpe be thy wounds, but sweete the medicines be. 

That long captiyed Boules from weary thraldrome free. 

xxxyn. 

" But thou, sweete babe, whom frowning froward fate 

Hath made sad witnesse of thy fathers fall, 

Sith heven thee deignes to hold in living state. 

Long maist thou live, and better thrive withall 

Then to thy lucklesse parents did befall ! 

Live thou ! and to thy mother dead attest. 

That cleare she dide from blemish criminall : 

Thy little hands embrewd in bleeding brest 

Loe ! I for pledges leftve ! So give me leave to rest !" 

xxzvm. 

With that, a deadly shrieke she forth did throw 
That through the wood re-echoed ^^aine ; 
And after gave a grone so deepe and low 
That seemd her tender hart was rent in twaine. 
Or thrild with point of thorough-piercing paine : 
As gentle hynd, whose sides with cruell Steele 
llirough launched, forth her bleeding life does raine, 
Whiles the sad pang appioching shoe does feele, 
Braiea out her mest breath, and up her eies doth 
aeele. 

XXZIX. 

Which when that warriour heard, dismounting straict 
From his tall steed, he rusht mto the thick. 
And soone arriyed where that sad pourtraict 
Of death and dolour lay, halfe dead, haUe quick ; 
In whose white alabaster brest did stick 
A cruell knife, that made a griesly wownd. 
From which forth gusht a stream of gore-blood thick. 
That all her goodly garments staind arownd. 
And into a ddep aaoguine dide the grassy grownd. 

XL. 

Pitifull spectacle of deadly smart. 
Beside a bubling fountaine low she lay^ 
Which shee increased with her bleeding hart, 
And the cleane waves with purple gore did ray ; 
Als in her lap a lovely babe did play 
His cruell sport, in stead of sorrow dew • 
For in her streaming blood he did embay 
His litle hands, and tender ioints embrew : 
Pitifull spectacle, as ever eie did vew ! 



XLI. 

Besides them both, upon the soiled gras 

The dead corse of an armed knight was spred. 

Whose armour all with blood besprincled was ; 

His ruddy lips did smyle, and rosy red 

Did paint his chearefull cheekes, yett being ded ; 

Seemd to have beene a goodly personage, 

Now in his freshest flowre of lustyhed, 

Fitt to inflame fiedre lady with loves rage. 

But that fiers fiite did crop the blossome of his age. 

XLIb 

Whom when the good Sir Guyon did behold. 
His hnrt gan wexe as starke as marble stone, 
And his fresh blood did frieze with fearefuU cold,J 
That all his sences seemd berefte attone : 
At last his mighty ghost gan deepe to grone. 
As lioD, grudging in his great disdaine, 
Moumes inwardly, and makes to himselfe mone ; 
Til ruth and fraile affection did constraine 
His stout cour&ge to stoupe, and shew his inwani 
paine. 

xun. 

Out of her gored wound the cruell steel 

He lightly snatcht, and did the floodgate stop 

With his faire garment : then gan softly feel 

Her feeble pulse, to prove if any drop 

Of living blood yet in her veynes did hop : 

Which when he felt to move, he hoped fmre 

To call backe life to her forsaken shop : 

So well he did her deadly wounds repaire. 

That at the last shee gan to breath out living aire. 

XLiy. 

Which he perceiving, greatly gan rejoice. 
And goodly counsell, tibat for wounded hart 
Is meetest med'cine, tempred with sweete yoice ; 
" Ay me ! deare lady, which the 3rmage art 
Of ruefull pitty and impatient smart. 
What direfull chaunce armd with avenging fate. 
Or cursed hand, hath plaid this cruell part. 
Thus fowle to hasten your untimely date ? 
Speake, O, dear lady, speake ; help neyer comes too 
late." 

XLV. 

Therewith, her dim eie-lids she up gan reare, 
On which the drery death did sitt as sad 
As lump of lead, and made darke d.ouds appeare : 
But when as him, all in bright armour clad. 
Before her standing she espied had. 
As one out of a deadly dreame affright. 
She weakely started, yet she nothing drad : 
Streight downe againe herselfe in great despight: 
She groveling threw to ground, as hating life and ' 
light. I 

LXVI* 

The j?entle knight her soone with carefuU paine 
Upliued light, and softly did uphold : 
Thrise he her reard, and thrise she sunck againe, I 
Till be his armes about her sides gan fold, - 
And to her said ; *' Yet, if the stony cold 
Have not all seized on your frozen hart. 
Let one word fall that may your grief unfold, 
And tell the secrete of your mortall smart : 
He oft finds present helpe, who does his griefa 
impart." 
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XLm. 



AoB, cHtiiig up A deadly looke, full low 

fts ijgli't from Dottome of her wounded brest ; 

iod, aftar maoy Utter throbs did throw. 

With fipa fill] pale, and foltrine tong opprestp 

Thmb wozda ahe breathed forth from nren chest ; 

"Lcare. ah ! leare off, nhatever wight thou bee. 

To lett a weanr wretch from her dew rest, 

isd troable dlying soules tianqailitee ; 

Tiks not ftway now got, which none would give to 



LLTIII. 



"Ah ! &r be it," said he, " dear dame, fro mee, 

Ts faindflr aonle from her desired rest. 

Or hold aad life in long captiTitee : 

For, all I aeeke, is but to hare redrest 

Ths bitter pengs that doth your heart infest. 

Ul then, O lady, tell what fatal! priefe 

Htfh with ao hage misfortune you opprest ; 

Ikst I may cast to compas your relit*f«>, 

O^dia with joa in sorrow, and partake yourgriefe." 



LIII. 



" Now had lavre Cynthia by even toumea 
Full measnretf three-quarters of her yeare, 
And tluice three tymes had fild her crooked homes, 
Whenas my wombe her burdein would forbeare. 
And bad me call Lucina to me neare. 
Lucina came : a mancbild forth 1 brought : [weare 
The woods, the nvmphes, my bowres, my midwires, 
Hard help at need ! so deare thee, babe. I bought ; 
Yet nought too dear I deemd, while so my denre E 
sought. 



LIV. 



XUl. 



With feeble handa then stretched forth on bye, 
Aibeven accusing guilty of her death, 
' Aad with dry drops congealed in her eye, 
hi these aad wordea she spent her utmost breath ; 
"Heare then, O man, the sorrowed that uueath 
Uy tong. can tell, so far all sence thoy pas ! 
Loe£ this dead corpse, tliat lies here underneath, 
tke gentleat knight, tliat ever on greene f^nn 
Gsy steed with apurs did pricke, the good Sir Mor- 
dant 



"Was, Cay the while, tliat he is not so now !) 
Hy lord, my love, my deare lord, my deare love, 
blong aa berens iust with e(]uall brow 
Touchaafed to behold us from above. 
Oas day, when him high corage did emmove, 
(Aa wont ye knightes to seeke adventures wiide,) 
fla prickea forth his puissant force to prove, 
Ha thai be left enwombed of this childe, 
' lUa Inckleeae childey whom thus ye see with blood 
defild» 

u. 

"Ifim finrtaned (hard fortune ve may ghetiso !) 

To come, where vile Acrasia does wonne : 

AcFssia, a fislae enchaunteresse, 

That many errant kniehtes Imve fowle fordonne ; 

Within a wandring island, tliat doth ronne 
i And atray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is: 

Fayra air, if ever there ye travell, shoiine 
I Hw enraed land where many wend amis. 
' Aad know it by the name : it bight the liowre of 
Bliu 

in. 

"Her blia is all in pleasure, and delight, 
Wherewith ahe makes her lovers dronken mad ; 
And then with words,and weede8,of wondrous might, 
On them ahe workes her will to uses bad : 
My liefest lord she thus beguiled had ', 
! For he was flesh : (uU flesh doth frayltie breed !) 
I W'hom when I heard to beene so ill bestad, 
' (Wcake wretch,) 1 wrapt myselfe in palmers weed, 
^ Aad caat to seek him forth through danger and great 
dreed. 



i 



" Him so I sought ; and so at last I fownd. 

Where him tliat witch had thralle<l to her will. 

In chaines of lust and lewde desyres ybownd. 

And so transformed from his former skill. 

That me he knew not, nether hi>» owne ill ; 

Till, through wise handling and faire govemaume, 

1 him recured to a better will. 

Purged from drugs of fuwle intemperounce : 

Then meanes 1 gan devise for his deliverance. 

LV. 

•• Which when the vile enchaunleresse perceiv'd. 
How that my lord from her 1 would reprive, 
Willi cup thus channd him parting she deceivd; 
' Sad verse, give death to him (hat drath does give. 
And losse of love to her tlmt loves to live. 
So soone as Hiiccliu!i with thf Nyiiiphe does lincke !* 
8o parted we, and on our iouniey drive ; 
Till, coming to this well, he stoupt to drincke : 
The charme fulfild, dead suddeiuly he downe did 
sincke. 

LVI. 

** Which when I, wrotcir*— Not one word more she 

But breaking ofl" the end for wont of breoth, [s«yd. 

And sliding soft, as downe to sleepe her lH}d, 

And ended all her woe in cpiiet death. 

That seeing, good Sir Guy on could uneath 

From teares abstayiie \ for griefo his hart did grate. 

And from so heavie sight his head did wreath. 

Accusing fortune, and too cruell fate. 

Which plonged had faire lady in so wretched state. 

LVII. 

Then, turning to his palmer, said ; " Old syre. 
Behold tlie ymage of mortalitie. 
And feeble nature cloth'd with fleshly tyre ! 
When raging Passion with fierce tyranny 
Kobs Reason of her dew regalitie. 
And makes it servaunt to her basest part ; 
I'he strong it weakens with infirmitie. 
And with bold furie armes the weakest hart : 
The strong through pleasure soonest falles, the weoke 
through smart." 

Lvni. 

" But Temperaunce," said he, " with golden squire 
Betwixt them both can measure out a meane , 
Aether to melt in pleasures whott desyre. 
Nor frye in hartlcsse griefe and dolefiill tene : 
Thrise happy man, who fares them botli atweene ! 
But sith this wretched woman overcome 
Of anguish, rather then of crime, hath bene, 
Reserve her cause to ber etemall doome ; 
And, in the meane, vouchsafe her honorable toombe.' 
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ux. 

" Palmer/* quoth be, ** death is an equall doome 
To good and bad, the common in of rest ; 
But after death the tryall is to come. 
When best shall bee to them that lived best : 
But both alike, when death hath both supprest. 
Religious reverence doth burial teene ; 
Which whoso wants, wants so much of his rest : 
For all so greet shame after death I weeue. 
As selfe to dyen bad, nnboried bad to beene. 



( 



LX. 



So both agree their bodies to engrave : 

The great earthes wombe they open to the sky. 

And with sad C3rpresse seemely it embrave ; 

Then, covering with a clod their closed eye. 

They lay therein their corses tenderly. 

And bin them sleepe in everlasting peace. 

But, ere they did Uieir utmost obsequy. 

Sir Guy on more affection to increace, i 

Bynempt a sacred row, which none should ay releace. 



LXI. 

The dead knights sword out of his sheath he drew. 
With which he cutt a lock of all their heare. 
Which medliug with their blood and earth be threw 
Into the grave, and gan devoutly sweare ; 
" Such and such evil God on Guy on reare. 
And worse and worse, yming oiphane, be thy payne. 
If I, or tliou, dew vengeaunce cioe forbeare. 
Till guiltie blood her guerdon doe obtayne !" — 
So, shedding many teares, they closd the earth agayne. 



CANTO II. 

Babes bloody handes may not be clensd. 

The face of Golden Meane : 
Her sisters. Two Extremities, 

Strive her to banish cleane. 



I. 

Thus when Sir Guyon with his faithful guyde 
Had with dew rites and dolorous lament 
The end of their sad tragedie uptyde. 
The little babe up in bis armes he hent ; 
Wlio with sweet pleasaunce, and bold blandishment, 
Gan smyle on them, that rather ought to weepe. 
As carelesse of his woe, or innocent 
Of that was doen ; that ruth emperced deepe 
In that knightes hart, and wordes with bitter teares 
did steepe : 

II. 

" Ah ! lucklesse babe, borne under cniell starre, 
And in dead parents baleliill ashes bred, 
Full little weenest thou what sorrowes are 
Left thee for porcion of thy lively hed ; 
Poore orphane ! in the wide world scattered, 
As budding braunch rent from the native tree. 
And throwen forth, till it be withered ! 
Such is the state of men ! Thus enter we 
Into this life with woe, and end with miseree !'* 



III. 

Then, soft himselfe inclyning on his knee 
Downe to that well, did in the water weene 
(So love does loath disdainefull nicitee) 
I lis guiltie handes from bloody gore to cleene : 
He washt them oft and oft, jet nought they beene 
For all his washing cleaner : still he strove ; 
Yet still the litle hands were bloody scene : 
The which him into great amaz'ment drove, 
And into diverse doubt his wavering wonder clove. 



IV. 

He wist not whether blott of fowle offence 
Might not be purgd with water nor with batli ; 
Or that High God, in lieu of innocence. 
Imprinted had that token of His wrath. 
To shew how sore bloodguiltinesse He hat'th ; 
Or that the charme and veneme, which they dronck, 
Their blood with secret filth infected hath. 
Being difiiised through the senceless tronck 
That, through the great contagion, direful deadlj 
stonck. 

V. 

Whom thus at gaze the palmer gan to bord 
With goodly reason, and thus fayre bespake ; 
" Ye bene right hard amated, gratious lord. 
And of your ignorance great merveill make 
Whiles cause not well conceived ye mistake. 
But know, that secret vertues are infusd 
In every fountaine, and in everie lake, 
Which, who hath skill them rightly to have chusd, 
To proofe of passing wonders hath full often usd : 



VI. 

" Of those, some were so from their sourse indewd 
By great dame Nature, from whose fruitfull pap 
Their welheads spring, and are with moisture deawd ; 
Which feeds each living plant with liquid sap. 
And fills with flowres fayre Floraes painted lap : j 
But other some, by guifte of later grace 
Or by good prayers, or by other hap, ' 

Had vertue pourd into their waters bace. 
And thenceforth were renowmd, and sought from 
place to place. 
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TII> 

" Such ifl this well, wroiif^ht by occasion straunge, 
WUch to her nymph befell. Upon ■ day, 
As she the woodes Bith bow and shaftes did nunge. 
The hemrtlesse hynd and roebucke to dismay, 
Dan Faunna channst to meet her by the way» 
And, kindling fire at her faire-buming e^'e, 
Inflnned was to follow beauties chare. 
And chased her, that fast from him did fly ; 
Aa hynd firom her, so she fled (jom her enimy. 

yui. 

" At last, when fayling breath began to faint. 
And saw no meanea to scape ; of shame affray d. 
She set her downe to weepe for sore constraint ; 
And, to Diana calling lowd for ayde» 
Her deare beaought to let her die a mavd. 
The ^oddeaaa hcwrd ; and suddeine, where she sate 
Wdhng out atreames of teares, and quite dismayd 
With stony feare of that rude ni stick ninte, 
Tiansfonnd her to a stone iiom sti-dfusl virgins 
stsce* 

IS. 

" Lo ! now she is that stone ; from whose two heads, 
As from two weeping eyes, frenh stn^ames do flow. 
Yet oolde through feare snd old conceived dn'iids : 
And yet the atone her semblance sc^'ines to show, 
Hiapt like a maide, that such ye may her know ; 
And yet her rertues in her water byUe : 
For it is chaste and pure as pun>st snow, 
Ne lets her waves with any filtli be dyde ; 
Bat everj like heraelfe, uustayned hath beene tryde. 



z. 

" From thence it comes, that thiM babes bloody hand 
Hay not he clensd with water of this well : 
Ne oeitea, air, strive you it to withstand, 
I But let them atill be bloo<ly, as befell, 
I Ihit they his mothers innocence may tell, 
! Aa she beqneathd in her lost testament j 
\ Tbat as e sacred symbole. it may dwell 
Is her sonnes flesh, to mind revengement. 
And he for all chaste dames anendlesse muniment." 



xr. 

He hevfaied to his reason ; and the cliilde 
Uplddngs to the palmer gave to beare ; 
Bnt his sad fathers armes with blood defilde. 
An hearie load, himaelfe did lightly reare ; 
And tomine to that place, in which whyleare 
He left hie loftie steed with golden sell 
And goodly ^;orgeous barbes, him found not theare : 
By ouer accident, that earst befell, 
I» is oonyaide ; but how, or where, here fits not 
telL 

xn. 

Which when Sir Guy on saw, all were he wroth, 
Yet al^atea mote he soft himselfe a])i>easc. 
And ftirely fare on foot, however loth : 
His donUe burden did him sore disease. 
80, long they tiBTeiled with little ease, 
m that at last they to a castle came, 
Bidit on e zocke adioyning to the seas : 
It wia an anndent worke of iintique fame, 
And wondrous strong by nature and by skilfull 
names 



XIII. 



Therein three sisters dwelt of sundry sort, 

The children of one syre by mothers three , 

Who, dying whylome, did divide this fort 

I'o them by equall shares in e(]uall fee : 

But str\'fuU mind and diverse qualitee 

Drew them in partes, and oaih made others foe : 

Still did they strive and daily disagree ; 

I'he eldest did against tlie youngest goe. 

And both against the middest meant to work en woe 



xiv. 

Where when the knight arriv'd, he wos right wi ' 

Heceiv'd, as knight of so much worth bec-anie, 

or second sister, who did fur excell 

The other two ; Medina was her name, 

A sober, sad, and comely courteous drinie : 

Who rich aniyd, and yet in nio<lest guize. 

In goodly gunucnts that her well he. aine, 

Kay re marching forth in hononihle wize, 

liim at tile threbliold mett and well diil euterpri 

XV. 

>he led him up into a goodly bowre. 
And comely c<;iirted witl» meete modestie ; 
Ne in her Hpeach, ne in lier haviour, 
Was lightnesse scene or looser vanitie. 
But gratious womiuiliuod, and ^rnvitie. 
Above the n>UMon of her youthly veares : 
Her golden lockes she roundly did iiptye 
In hn>aded tmuiels, that no looser heures 
Did out of order stray about her daintie eures. 

zvi. 

Whilest she her selfe thus busily did frame 
Seemely to entertoine her new-come guest, 
Newes hereof to her other sisters came. 
Who all this while were at their wanton rest, 
Accourting each her frend with lavish fest : 
They were two knights of perelesse puissaunce. 
And famous far abroad for warlike gest, 
>\'hich to these ladies love did countenaunce, 
And to his mistresse each himselfe strove to ad- 
vaunce. 

XVII, 

1 He, tliat made love unto the eldest dame. 
Was hight Sir Iluddibras, an liardy miui ; 
Yet not 80 good of decdes as great of iiame^ 
Which he by many rash adventures wan^ 
Since errant armes to sew he first began. 
More huge in strength then wise in workos he was 
And reason with fool'hardize over-ran ; 
Sterne melancholy did his courage pas ; 
And was, for terrour more, all armd in shyning bras. 

XVIII. 

But he, that lov'd the youngest, was Sansloy ; 

He, that faire Una late fowle outraged, 

The most uni-uly and the boldest boy 

That ever warlike weapons menage<i^ 

And all to lawlesse lust encouraged 

Through strong opinion of his matchlesse might; 

Ne ought he car'd whom he endami^ed 

By tortious wrong, or whom bereav'd of right ; 

He, now this ladies champion, chose for love to fight 
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XIX. 

These t^o gay knights vowd to so diverse lores. 

Each other does envy with deadly hate. 

And daily warre against his foeraan moves. 

In hope to win more favour with bis mate, 

And til' others pleasing service to abate. 

To magoifie his owne. But when they heard 

How in that place straunge knight arrived late. 

Both koights and ladies rorth right angry far*d, 

And fercely unto hattell steme themselves prepar*d. 

But, ere they could proceede unto the placd 
Where he abode, themselves at discord fell. 
And cruell combat ioynd in middle space : 
With horrible assault, and fury fell. 
They heupt huge strokes the scorned life to quell, 
1 hat all on uprore from her settled seat 
The house was raysd, and all that in did dwell ; 
Seemd that lowd thunder with amazement great 
Did rend the ratling skyes with flames of fouldring 
heat 

y.xr. 

The noyse thereof cald forth that straunger knight^ 
To weet what dreadfull thing was there in bond ; 
Where whenas two brave knightes in bloody fight 
With deadly rancour he enraunged fond. 
His sunbroad shield about his wrest he bond, 
And shyning blade unsheathd, with which he ran 
Unto that stead, their strife to understond ; 
And, at his first arrivall, them began 
With goodly meanes to pacifie, well as he can. 

XXlt. 

But they, him spying, both with greedy forse 
Attonce upon him ran, and him beset 
With strokes of mortall Steele without remorse. 
And on his shield like 3rron sledges bet. 
As when a beare and tygre, being met 
In cruell fight on Lybicke ocean wide, 
Espye a traveller with feet surbet. 
Whom tiiey in equall pray hope to divide, 
I'hey stint their strife and him assayle on everie 
•ide* 

xxitt. 

But he, not like a wearie traveilere, 
'J Jieir sharp assault right boldly did rebut, 
And sufired not their blowes to bjrte him nere, 
But with redoubled buffes them hacke did put : 
Whose grieved miudes, which choler did englut. 
Against themselves turning their wrathfull spight, 
Gan with new rage their shieldes to hew and cut, 
But still, when Guyon came to part their fight. 
With heavie load on him they freshly gan to smight. 

X3tlV. 

As a tall ship tossed in troublous seas. 
Whom raging windes, threatning to make the pray 
Of the rough rockes, doe diversly disease, 
Meetes two contrdrie billowes by the way, 
'ihot her on either side doe sore assay. 
And boast to swallow her in greedy grave ; [way, 
Shee, scorning both their spights, does make wide 
And with her brest breaking the fomy wave. 
Does ride on both their backs^ and faire herself doth 
tfave : 



XXV. 

So boldly he him beares, and rusheth forth 
Betweene them both, by conduct of his blade. 
Wondrous great prow esse and heroick worth 
He shewd that day, and rare ensample made. 
When two so mightie warriours he dismade : 
Attonce he wards and strikes ; he takes and i)aies ; 
Now forst to yield, now forcing to invade ; 
Before, behind, and round about him laies : 
So double was his paines, so double be his praise. 

XXVI. 

Straunge sort of fight, three valiaunt knights to see 

Three combates iome in one, and to darraine 

A triple warre with triple enmitee, 

All for their ladies froward lore to gaine. 

Which, gotten, was but hate. So Love does raine 

In stoutest minds, and maketh monstrous warre ; 

He maketh warre, he maketh peace ag^ne. 

And yett his peace is but continual iarre : 

O miserable men, that to him subject arre ! 

xxvii. 

Whilst thus they mingled were in furious armes. 
The faire Medina with her tresses torne 
And naked brest, in pitty of their harmes, 
Emongst them ran ; and, falling them befome. 
Besought them by the womb which them had bornj 
And by the loveii which were to them most deare. 
And by the knighthood which they sure had sworn, 
Their deadly cruell discord to forbeare. 
And to her iust conditions of faire peace to heare. 

xxviit. 

But her two other sisters, standing by. 

Her lowd gainsaid ; and both tiieir champions bad 

Pursew the end of their strong enmity. 

As ever of their loves they would be glad : 

Yet she with pitthy words, and counsel! sad. 

Still strove their stubbome ra^es to revoke ; 

That at the last, suppressing fury mad, 

They gan abstaine from dint of direful! stroke. 

And barken to the sober speaches which she spoke ; 

XXIX. 

" Ah ! puissant lords, what cursed evil! spright. 
Or fell Erinnys, in your noble harts 
Her hellish brond tmth kindled with despight. 
And stird you up to worke your wilfull smarts ? 
Is tliis the ioy of armes ? be these the parts 
Of glorious knighthood, after blood to tlirust. 
And not regard dew right and iust desarts ? 
Vaine is the vaunt, and victory uniust. 
That more to mighty hands then rightfull cause doth 
trust. 

XXX. 

** And were there rightfull cause of difiference. 
Yet were not better fayre it to accord. 
Then with blood- guiltmesse to heape offence. 
And mortal vengeaunce ioyne to crime abhord 1 
O ! fly from wrath ; fly, O my liefest lord ! 
Sad be the sights, and bitter fruits of warre. 
And thousand furies wait on wrathfull sword : 
Ne ought the praise of prowesse more doth marre 
Then fowle revenging rage, and base contentious 
iarre. 
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ZXZI. 



" But loTvlj concord, and moat sacred peace* 
Doth nonriu ▼ertuet and fast friendship breeds ; 
Weako she makes strong, and strong thing does in- 
Till it the pitch of highest praise exceeds : [creace, 
finve be her wmrres. and honorable deeds, 
By which she triumphs oyer yre and pride, 
Aiid winnes an olive giriond for her meeds. 
Be therefore, O my deare lords, pacifide. 
And this miaaeeming discord meekely lay aside." 

xzxn. 

Her gncums words their rancour did appall. 

And Buncke so deepe into their hoyling bresta. 

That downe they lett their cruel! weapons fall. 

And lowly did ahase their lefty crests 

To her faire presence and discrete behests. 

Then ahe began a treaty to procure, 

And stablish terms betwixt both their requests, 

That as a law for erer should endure ; 

Which to obseryey iu word of knights Uiey did assure. 

XXXJIT. 

Which to confirme and fiist to bind their league. 
After their weary sweat and bloo<ly telle, 
8he them besought, during their quiet treague, 
Into her lodging to repair a wliile. 
To zest themselves, and grace to reconcile. 
Thsj scone consent : so ibrtli with her they fare ; 
Where they are well receive! and made to Hpoile 
Themselyee of soiled armes, and to prepare 
Thar minds to pleasure, and their mouths to dainty 
five. 

XXXIV. 

And thoM two firoward sisters, their faire loves, 
Came with them eke, all were tlify wondrous loth, 
And fiuned cheare, as for the time behoves ; 
But could not colour yet so well the troth. 
Bat that their natures bad appeard in both : 
>'or both did at their second sister grutch 
And inly grieve, as doth an hidden moth 
The inner garment frett, not th' utter touch ; 
One thought her cheare too litle, th' other thouglit 
too mutch. 

XXXV. 

Elissa (so tlie eldest higlit) did deeme 

Such entertainment base, ne ought would eat, 

Ne ought would speake, but evermore did seeme 

As discontent for want of merth or meat ; 

No solace could her paramour intreat 

Htf once to show, ne court, nor dalliaunce ; 

Bat with bent lowring browes, as she would threat, 

Slie scould, and frowud with frowurd countenuunce ; 

Unworthy of fiure ladies comely govemauuco. 

XXXVI. 

But young Perissa was of other mynd, 

Full of disport, still laughing, loosely light, 

And quite contrary to her sisters kynd ; 

No measure in her mood, no rule of right. 

But poured out in pleasure and delight : 

In wine and meats she flowd above the banck. 

And in excesse exceeded her owne might ; 

In sumptuous tire she ioyd her self to pranck, 

But of ner love too lavish : little have she thunck ! 



I 



xxxvu. 



Fast by her side did sitt tlie bold Sansloy, 
Fitt mate for such a mincing mineon. 
Who in her loosenesse tooke exceeding ioy ; 
Miffht not be found a fronclcer franion. 
Of her leawd parts to make companion. 
But Iluddibras, more like a malecontent« 
Did see and grieve at his bold fosliion ; 
I lardly could he endure his hardiment ; 
Yett still he satt, and inly did himselfe 



torment. 



XXXVIII. 



Betwixt them both the faire Medina sate 
With sober grace and eoodly carriage : 
With equal! measure she did moderate 
I'ho strong extremities of their outrage ; 
lliat forward paire she ever would asswagc, 
When they would strive dew reason to exceed ; 
but that same froword twaine would accorage. 
And of her plenty adde unto their need : 
So kept she them in order, and herselle iu heed. 

XXXIX. 

Thus fairely shee attempered her feast. 

And pleasd them all with meete satiety : 

At last, wlien lust of meat and driuke was cen«* 

•She Goyon deare besought of courtesie 

To tell from whence he came through ieopardy. 

And whether now on new adventure bownd : 

WIio with bold grace, and comely gravity. 

Drawing to him the eies of all arownd, 

From lofty siege began these words alowd to sowiiu. 

XL. 

" This thy demaund, O lady, doth revive 

Fresh memory in me of that great queene. 

Great and most glorious virgin queene alive. 

That with her soveraine power, and scepter shene. 

All Faery loud does peaceably susteue. 

In widest ocean she her throne does reare, 

That over all the earth it may be seene ; 

As morning sunne her beamcs disprodden cleare ; 

And iu her face fuire peace and mercy doth appeare. 

xu. 

In her the richesse of all heavenly grace 
In chiefe degree are heaped up on hye : 
And all, that els this worlds enclosure bace 
Hath great or glorious in mortal! eye, 
Adorues the person of her mniestye ; 
That men, beholding so great excellence 
And rare perfection in mortalitye. 
Doe her aidore with sacred reverence. 
As th' idole of her Makers great mi^ificence. 

XLII. 

" To her I homage and my service owe, 
In number of the noblest Icnightes on ground, 
Mongst whom on me she deigned to bestowe 
Order of maydenhead, the most renownd. 
That may this day in all the world be found. 
An yearely solemn feast she wontes to make, 
The day that first doth lead the yeare around. 
To which all knights of worth and courage bold 
Resort, to heare of straunge adventures to be told. 
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xun. 

** There this old palmer sbewd bimselfe that day, 
And to that mighty princesse did complaine 
Of grievous mischi^es, which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whehnd in deadly paine, 
Whereof he crav'd redresse. My soyeraine. 
Whose glory is in gracious deeds, and ioyes 
Throughout the world her luercy to maintaine, 
Eftsoones devisd redresse for such annoyes : 
Me, all im6tt for so great purpose, she onployes. 

'• Now hath faire Phebe with her silver face 

Thrise seene the shadowes oi the neather world, 

Sith last I left that honorable place, 

In which her roiall presence is entrold ; 

A'e ever shall I rest in house nor hold, 

7'ill I that false Acrasia have wonne ; 

Of whose fowle deedes, too hideous to bee told, 

I witnesse am, and this their wretched sonne 

Whoae wofiiU pareats she hath wickedly fordonne. 



I 



XLV. 



"Tell on, fayre sir," said she, " that dolefiiU tale. 

From which sad ruth does seeme you to restraine. 

That we may pitty such unbappie bale. 

And leame from Pleasures poyson to abstaine : 

111, by ensample, good doth onen gayne. 

Then forwara he his purpose gan pursew. 

And told the story of the mortall payne. 

Which Mordant and Amavia did rew ; 

As, with lamenting eyes, bimselfe did lately vew. 



ZLVI. 



Night was far spent ; and now in ocean deep 
Orion, flying fast from hissing snake. 
His flaming head did hasten for to steep. 
When of his pitteous tale he end did make : 
AVhiist with delight of that he wisely spake 
Those guestes beguyled did beguyle their eyes 
Of kindly sleepe, that did them overtake. 
At last, when they had markt the chaunged skyes. 
They wist their howre was spent ; then each to rest 
him hves. 



CANTO III. 

Vaine Braggadocchio, getting Guy- 
ons horse, is made the scome 

Of knighthood trew ; and is of fayre 
Belphoebe fowle forlome. 



I. 



SooNE as the morrow fayre with purple beames 
Disperst the shadowes of the misty night. 
And Titan, playing on the eastern streames, 
Gan cleare the deawy ayre with springing light ; 
Sir Guy on, mindfull of his vow yplight. 
Uprose from drowsie couch, and him addrest 
Unto the ioumey which he had behight : 
His puissant armes about his noble brest, 
And many folded shield he bound about his wrest. 

II. 

Then, taking cong6 of that virgin pure. 
The bloody-handed babe unto her truth 
Did earnestly committ, and her coniure 
In vertuous lore to traine his tender youth. 
And all that gentle noriture ensu'th ; 
And that, so soone as ryper yeares he raught, 
.Ae might, for memory of that dayes ruth. 
Be called Rudd3nnane ; and thereby taught 
T* avenge his parents death on them that had it 
wrought. 



m. 



So forth he &r'd, as now befell, on foot, 

Skb his good steed is lately from him gone ; 

Patience perforce : helplesse what may it boot 

To frett for anger, or for giiefe to mone ? 

His pelmet now shall foot no more alone. 

So fortune wrought, as under greene woodes syde 

He lately beard that dying lady grone. 

He lefi his steed without, and speare besyde, 

Knd rushed in on foot to ayd her ere she dyde. 



IV. 



The whyles a losell wandring by the way. 
One that to bountie never cast his mynd, 
Ne thought of honour ever did assay 
His baser brest, but in his kestrell kynd 
A pleasing vaine of glory he did fynd, 
To which his flowing toung and troublous spright 
Gave him great ayd, and made him more inclynd ; 
He, that brave steed there finding ready dight, 
Purlojoid both steed and speare, and ran away full 
light. 



V. 



first 



Now gan his hart all swell in iollity, 
And of bimselfe great hope and help conceiv'd. 
That puffed up with smoke of vanity. 
And with selfe-loved personage deceived. 
He gan to hope of men to be receiv'd 
For such, as he him thought, or faine would bee 
But for in court gay portaunce he perceiv*d. 
And gallant shew to be in greatest gree, 
Eflsoones to court he cast t* advaunce his 
degree. 

V7. 

And by the way he chaunced to espy 
One sitting ydle on a sunny banck'e 
To whom avaunting in great bravery. 
As peacocke that his pamted plumes doth pranck. 
He smote his courser in the trembling flanck. 
And to him threatned his hart-thrilling speare 
The seely man, seeing him ryde so ranck 
And ayme at him, fell fiat to ground for feare. 
And crying, " Mercy," loud, his pitious handes gnn 
reare. 
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vn. 

TherMit the fleHrerow wexed wondrous prowd. 
Through feitmie of his fint adTenture rayrfi. 
And widi hig thnndrinff roice reTvld him lowd ; 
" Vila cmytiTe, tumI of dread and despayre ? 
Unworthie of the commune breathed ayre, 
Why Uvrnt thou, dead dog. a lexu^ day. 
Ana doeat not unto death thyselfe prepayre T 
Dy, or thyaelfe my captire yield for ay : 
Gimft &Tonr I toee graunt for aunswere thus tc 



stay. 



■* 



Till. 



" Hold, O deare lord, hold your dead-doing hand/' 
Then knid he oryde, '* I am your humble thrall." 
** Ah wreteh," quoth he, " tliy defltinies withatand 
My wnthluU will, and doe for mercy calL 
I giro thee Ufo : therefore prostr&tpdt fall. 
And kiaae my itirmp ; that thy homage bee." 
The miaer threw liimaelfe, as an ofilill, 
Stieigfat at his foot in base humilitee. 
And cleeped him hia liege, to hold of him in fee. 



iz. 



60 happy peace they made and faire accord. 
Eftaoonea this lii^peman gan to wexe more bold, 
And, when he felt the folly of his lord. 
In hia owne kind he gan himselfe unfold : 
For he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In eonning aleiffhtes and practick knaver>'. 
From that day rorth he cast for to upholcl 
Hia 3rdle humour with fine flutter)', 
And Uow the bellowes to hid swelling vanity. 

z. 

Trompart, fitt man for Braggadocchio 

To serve at court in view of vaunting eye ; 

Vaine-glorious man, when fluttring wiud does bluw 

Li hia light winges, is lifted up to skve ; 

The acome of knighthood and trew chevalr}'^e. 

To thinke, without desert of gentle deed 

And noble worth, to be advaunced hye ; 

Sodi prayse is shame ; but honour, vertues met d, 

Doth oeare the fa3rre8t flowre in honourable set d. 

XI. 

So forth they pas, a well consorted pnyre, 

Till that at length with Archimn<!:e ihey meet : 

Who seeing one, that shone in armour fnyre, 

On gpodly courser thondring with his feet, 

Eftsoones supposed liim a i)erson meet 

Of his revenge to make the instrument : 

For since the Redcro»so knight he erst did weet 

To been with Guyon knitt in one consent. 

The ill, which earst to him, he now to Guyon ment. 



ZII. 

And comming close to Trompart gnu inquere 

Of him, what mightie warriour tliait mote bee, 

That rode in golden sell with single spere. 

But wanted sword to wreake his enmitee. 

** He is a great adventurer,** said he, 

" That hath his sword through hard assay forgcne. 

And now hatli vowd, till he avenged bee 

Of that despight, never to wearen none ; 

That speare is him enough to doen a thousand grone 



f> 



XIII. 

Th' enchnunter greatly ioyed in the vaunt, 
And wp«»ne<l well ere long his will to win. 
And both his foen with et^uall foyle to daunt : 
Tho to him touting lowly did begin 
To plaine of wron*>es, which had committed bin 
By Guyon, and by that false Kedcrosse knight ; 
\Vhich two, through treason and deceiptfull gin, 
Had slayne Sir Modant and bis lady bright : 
That mote him honour win, to wreak so foule 
despight. 

ziv. 

Therewith all suddeioly he aeemd enrag*d. 
And threatned death with dreadful! countenaunce. 
As if their lives had in bis hand beene gag'd ; 
And with stifle force shaking his mortall launce. 
To let him weet his doughtie valiaunoe, 
Thus said ; *' Old man, great sure shal be thy meed, 
If, where those knights for feare of dew vengea6nce 
Doe. lurke, thou certeinly to mee areed, 
That I may wreake on them their hainoua hateful 
deed.'* 

XV. 

" Certes, my lord,** said he, " that shall I soone, 
And give you eke good helpe to their decay. 
But mote I wisely you advise to doon ; 
Give no ods to your foes, but doe purvay 
Yourselfe of sword before that bloody day ; 
(For they be two the prowest knights on grownd. 
And oft approv'd in many hard assay ;) 
And eke of surest Steele, that may be fownd. 
Do arme yourselfe against that day, them to 
confovmd," 

XVI, 

" Dotard," saide he, " let be thy deepe advise ; 
Seemes that through many yeares thy wits tliee faile, 
And that weake eld hath left thee nothing wise. 
Els never should thy iudgement be so frayle 
To measure manhood by the sword or mayle. 
Is not enough fowre quarters of a man, 
Withouten sword or sliield, an hoste to quayle? 
Thou litle wotest what this right-band can : 
Speake they, which have beheld the battailes which 



It wan. 



M 



XVII. 



The man was much abashed at his boast ; 
\'et well he wist that whoso would contend 
With eitlier of those knightes on even coast. 
Should neede of all his armes him to defend ; 
Yet feared least his boldnesse should offend : 
When Braggadocchio saide ; " Once I did sweare, 
When with one sword seven knightes I brought toend, 
Thenceforth in battaile never sword to beare. 
But it were that which noblest knight on earth doth 



weare. 



xvni. 



" Perdy, sir knight," saide then th* enchaunter blive, 
" That shall I shortly purchase to your bond : 
For now the best and noblest knight alive 
Prince Artliur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond ; 
He hath a sword, that flames like burning brond : 
The same, by my device, I undertake 
Shall by to-morrow by thy side be fond." 
At which bold word that boaster gan to ({uuke. 
And wondred in his minde what mote that monster 
make. 
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XIX. 

He stayd not for more bidding, but away 
Was suddein vanished out of his sight : 
The northeme winde his wiugs did broad display 
At his commaund, and reared him up light 
From off the earth to take his aerie flight. 
They lookt about, but no where could espye 
Tract of his foot : then dead through great affright 
They both nigh were, and each bad other flye : 
Both fled attonce, ne ever backe retourned eye ; 



XX. 

Till that they come unto a forrest greene, 

In which they shrowd themselves from causeles feare; 

Yet feare them foUowes still, where so they beene : 

Each trembling leafe and whistling wind they heare, 

As ghastly bug, does greatly them aflfeare : 

Yei both doe strive their fearefulnesse to faine. 

At last they heard a home that shrilled cleare 

Throughout the wood that ecchoed againe. 

And made the forrest ring, as it would rive in twaine. 



XXI. 

Eft through the thicke they heard one rudely rush j 

With noyse whereof he from his loftie steea 

Downe fell to ground, and crept into a bush. 

To hide his coward head from d3dng dreed. 

But Trompart stoutly stayd to taken heed 

Of what might hap. Eftsoone there stepped foorth 

A goodly ladie clad in hunters weed. 

That seemd to be a woman of great worth. 

And by her stately portance borne of heavenly birth. 

XXII. 

Her face so faire, as flesh it seemed not, 
But hevenly pourtraict of bright angels hew, 
Cleare as the skye, withouten blame or blot. 
Through goodly mixture of complexions dew ; 
And in her cheekes the vermeill red did shew 
Like roses in a bed of liliies shed. 
The which ambrosiall odours from them threw. 
And gazers sence with double pleasure fed, 
Hable to heale the sicke and to revive the ded. 



XXIII. 

In her faire eyes two living lamps did flame. 

Kindled above at th' hevenly Makers light, 

And darted fyrie beames out of the same, 

So passing persant and so wondrous bright. 

That quite bereav'd the rash beholders sight : 

In them the blinded god his lustfuU fyre 

To kindle oflt assayd, but had no might ; 

For, with dredd maiestie and awfull yre. 

She broke his wanton darts, and quenched bace desyre. 

XXIV. 

Her yvorie forhead full of bountie brave. 

Like a broad table did itselfe dispred. 

For Love, his loftie triumphes to engrave. 

And write the battailes of his great ^odhed : 

All ^ood and honour might therein be red ; 

For there their dwelling was. And, when she spake, 

Sweete wordes, like dropping bonny, she did shed ; 

And twixt the perles and rubins softly brake 

A silver sound, that heavenly musicke seemd to make. I 



XXV. 

Upon her eyelids many graces sate. 
Under the shadow of her even browes. 
Working belgardes and amorous retrate ; 
And everie one her with a grace endowes. 
And everie one with meekenesse to her bowes : 
So glorious mirrhour of celestiall grace. 
And soveraine moniment of mortail vowes. 
How shall frayle pen descrive her heavenly face. 
For feare, through want of skill, her beauty to dis* 
grace! 

XXVI. 

So faire, and thousand thousand times more faire. 
She seemd, when she presented was to sight ; 
And was yclad, for heat of scorching aire. 
All in a silken Camus lilly whight, 
Purfled upon with many a folded plight. 
Which all above besprinckled was throughout 
With golden aygulets, that glistred bright. 
Like twiuckling starres ; and all the skirt about 
Was hemd with golden fringe. 

XX vu. 

Below her ham her weed did somewhat trayne. 
And her streight legs most bravely were embayld 
In gilden buskins of costly cordw&yne. 
All bard with golden bendes, which were entayld 
With curious antickes, and full fayre aumayld. 
Before, they fastned were under her knee 
In a rich iewell, and therein enti-ayld 
' The ends of all the knots, that none might see 
How they within their fouldings close enwrapped bee t 

xxviii. 

Like two faire marble pillours they were seene. 

Which doe the temple of the gods support. 

Whom all the people decke with girlands greene. 

And honour in their festivall resort ; 

Those same with stately grace and princely port 

She taught to tread, when she herselfe would gracv , 

Hut with the woody nymphes when she did play. 

Or when the flying libbard she did chace, 

She could them nimbly move, and after fly apace. 

XXIX. 

And in her hand a sharp bore-speare she held. 

And at her backe a bow and quiver gay, 

Stuft with steel-headed dartes wherewith she queld 

The salvf^e beastes in her victorious play. 

Knit with a golden bauldricke which forelay 

Athwart her sno^ brest, and did divide 

Her daintie paps ; which, like young fhiit in May, 

Now little gan to swell, and being tide 

Through her thin weed their places only signiflde. 

XXX. 

Her yellow lockes, crisped like golden wyre. 
About her shoulders weren loosely shed, 
And, when the wind emongst them did inspyre. 
They waved like a penon wyde dispred. 
And low behinde her backe were scattered : 
And, whether art it were or heedlesse hap. 
As through the flouring forrest rash she fled. 
In her rude heares sweet flowres themselves did lap. 
And flourishing fresh leaves and blossoms did 
enwrap. 
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Such as Diana by the aandy Rliore 
Of awift Enrotas* or on Cyntbud ^rwne, 
Wbere all tbe nympbea bave her unwares forlore, 
Wandreth alone with bow and orrowes keene, 
To aeeke ber game : or aa that fomoiin queene, 
Of Amax(mB, wbom Pyrrbiu did destroy, 
Tbe day the first of Priame she was seene, 
Did shew heraelfe in great triumphant ioy. 
To suoeour the weake state of and afflicted Troy. 

XXXII. 

Such when as hartleBse Trompart ber did vew, 

He was dismayed in bis coward minde. 

And doubted whether he bimselfe should Hhew, 

Or fly away, or bide alone beliinde ; 

Both feare and hope he in her face did dude : 

When she at last him spying thus besjmke ; 

'* Hayle, groome ; didiit not tliou see a bleeding 

nynde, 
Wboae right haunob earstmy sledfast arrow strake ? 
If thou didst, tell me, that I'may her overtake." 

XXXIII. 

Wherewith reviT'd, this answers forth he threw ; 
*' O goddesse, (for such I thee take to l>ee,) 
For nether doth thy face terrestriall shew, 
Nor Toyce sound mortall ; I avow to thee. 
Boob wounded beast, as that, I did not sec, 
Sitii earst into this forrest wild I came. 
But mote thy goodlybed forgive it niee, 
To weete which of the gods I shall thee name, 
Xlnt unto thee dew worship I may rightly frame." 

XXXIT. 

To whom she tlius — But ere her words ensewd, 
Unto the bush her eye did suddein glauDce, 
In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewd, 
And saw it stirre : she lefte her percing laimce, 
And towards gan a deadly shafte advaunce. 
In mind to marks the beast. At which s»d stowre, 
Trompart forth stept, to stay the mortall chaunce, 
Out crying ; ** O ! whatever hevenly powre, 
Or earthiy wight thou be, withholu this deadly 
howre! 

XXXV 

" O ! stsy thy hand ; for yonder is no game 
F<Mr thy ners arrowes, them to exercize ; 
But Ice ! my lord, my liege, whose warlike name 
Is ftr renowmd through many bold emprize ; 
And now in shade he shrowded yonder lies." 
She staid : with that he crauld out of his nest, 
Forth creeping on his caitive hands and thies ; 
And standmg stoutly up his lofty crest 
Did fiercely shake, and rowze as comming late from 
rest* 

XXXVI. 

As fearful! fowle, that long in secret cave 
For dread of soring hauke hcrselfe hath hid, 
Not caring how, her silly life to save. 
She her gay painted plumes disorderid ; 
Seeing at last herselfe from daunger rid. 
Peeps forth, and soone renews her native pride ; 
She gins her feathers fowle disfigured 
Prowdly to prime, and sett on every side ; 
So ahakes off shame, ne thinks how erst she did her 
hide. 



xxxvir. 



So when her goodly visage he beheld, 
lie gan himselfe to' vaunt: but, when he vewd 
lliose deadly tooles which in her hand she held, 
Soone into other fitts he was transmewd. 
Till she to him her gracious speach renewd ; 
" All haile, sir knight, and well may thee befall. 
As all the like, which honor have pursewd 
Through deeds of armes and prowesse martiall ! 
All vertue merits praise, but such the most of all." 

XXXVIII. 

To whom he thus ; " O fairest under skie, 

Trew be thy words, and worthy of thy praise, 

'Iliat warlike feats doest highest glorifie. 

Therein I have spent all my youthly doies, 

And many bnttailes fought and many fraies 

Throughout the world, wherso they might be found, 

Endevoring my dreaded name to raise 

Above the moone, that Fame may it resound 

In her etemall trompe with laurell girlond cround. 

XXXIX. 

" But what art thou, O lady, which doest raunge 
In this wilde forest, where no pleasure is. 
And doest not it for ioyous court exchaunp^, 
Emongst thine equall peres, where happy blis 
And all delight does niigne much more then this ? 
Inhere thou maist love, and dearly loved be, 
And swim in T)leasure, which thou here doest mis ; 
There maist thou best be seene, and best moist see : 
I'he wood is fit for beasts, the court is fitt for thee.' 



XL. 

«' WTioso in pompe of prowd estate," quoth she, 
" Does swim, and bathes himselfe in courtly blis. 
Does waste his daies in darke obscuritee. 
And in oblivion ever buried is : 
Where ease abownds, yt's eath to doe amis : 
But who his limbs with labours, and his mynd 
Behaves with cores, cannot so easy mis. 
Abroad in ormes, at home in studious kynd, 
Who seekes with painfull toile, shall Honor soonest 
fynd: 

xu. 

" In woods, in waves, in warres, she wonts to dwell, 

And wil be found with perill and with paine ; 

Ne con the man, that moulds in ydle cell. 

Unto her happy mansion attaine : 

Before her gate High God did Sweate ordaine. 

And wakefuU Watches ever to abide : 

But easy is the way and passage plaine 

To Pleasures pallace ; it may soone be spide. 

And day and night her dores to all stand open wide. 



XLII. 

" In Princes Court"— The rest she would have snyd, 
But that the foolish man, (fild with delight 
Of her sweete words that all his sence dismayd, 
And with her wondrous beauty ravisht quight,) 
Gan bume in filthy lust ; and, leaping light. 
Thought in his bastard armes her to embrace. 
W^th that she, swarving backe, her iaveliu bright 
Against him bent, and fiercely did men&ce : 
So turned her about, and fled away apace. 
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xuii. 



Which when the peasaunt saw, amazd he stood, 
And grieved at her flight ; yet durst he not 
Pursew her steps through wild unknowen wood ; 
Besides he feard her wrath, and threatRod shott. 
Whiles in the hush he lay, not yet forgott : 
Ne car*d he greatly for her presence vayne. 
But turning said to Trompart ; " What fowle hlott 
Is this to knight, that lady should agayne 
Depart to woods untoucht, and leave so proud dis- 
dajrne !" 

xuv. 

" Perdy," said Trompart, " lett her pas at will. 
Least hy her presence daunger mote hefall. 
For who can tell (and sure I feare it ill) 
But that shee is s<Hne powre celestiall ? 
For, whiles she spake, her great words did appall 
My feehle corage, and my heart oppresse. 
That yet I quake and tremhle over all." 
*< And I" said Braggadocchio, " thought no lease. 
When first I heard her horn sound with such ghast- 
linesse. 



XLV. 

" For from my mothers womhe this grace I liave 

Me given by eternal I destiny, 

That earthly thing may not my corage brave 

Dismay with feare, or cause one foote to flye, 

But either hellish feends, or powres on hye : 

Which was the cause, when earst that horn I 

Weening it had been thunder in the skye, 

I hid my selfe from it as one affeard ; 

But, when 1 other knew, my self I boldly reard. 



heard, 



XLVI. 



" But now, for feare of worse that may betide, 

Let us soone hence depart." They soone agree : 

So to his steed he gott, and gan to ride 

As one unfitt therefore, that all might see 

He had not trajrned bene in chevalree. 

Which well that valiaunt courser did disceme ; 

For he deroisd to tread in dew degree, 

But chaufd and fom'd with corage fiers and steme. 

And to be easd of that base burden still did erne. 



- CANTO IV. 



Guyon does Furor bind in chaines, 

And stops Occasion : 
Delivers Phedon, and therefore 

By Strife is rayld uppon. 



I. 



In brave poursuitt of honorable deed, 

There is 1 know not what great difference 

Betweene the vulgar and the noble seed. 

Which unto things of valorous pretence 

Seemes to be borne by native influence ; 

As feates of armes ; and love to entertaine : 

But chiefly skill to ride seemes a science 

Proper to gentle blood : some others fiune 

To menage steeds, as did this vauuter ; but in vaine. 

n. 

But he, the rightfuU owner of that steede, 
Who well could menage and subdew his pride, 
The whiles on foot was forced for to yeed 
With that blacke iMdmer, his most trus^ guide. 
Who sufl&ed not his wandring feete to slide ; 
But when strong passion, or weake fleshUnesse, 
Would from the right way seeke to draw him wide. 
He would, through temperaunce and stedfiiistnesse. 
Teach him the weak to 8tr«igthen, and the strong 
suppresse. 

in. 

It fortuned, forth &ring on his way. 
He saw from far, or seemed for to see. 
Some troublous uprcnre or contentious fray. 
Whereto he drew in hast it to agree. 
A mad man, or that feigned mad to bee, 
Drew by the heare along upon the grownd 
A handsom stripling with great crueltee, 
'T»om sore he bett, and gor'd with many a wownd, 
%t oheekes with teares, and sydes wiUi blood, did 
til abownd. 



XV. 



And him behynd a wicked hag did stalke 

In ragged robes and filthy disaray ; 

Her omer leg was lame, that she no'te walke, 

But on a staffe her feeble steps did stay : 

Her lockes, that loathly were and hoarie gray. 

Grew all afore, and loosly hong imrold ; 

But all behinde was bald, and wome away, 

That none thereof could ever taken hold ; 

And eke her hce iU-fiEtvour'd, full of wrinckles old. 



V. 



And, ever as she went, her toung did walke 

In fowle reproch and termes of vile despight, 

Provoking him, by her outrageous talke. 

To heape more vengeance on that wretched wight 

Sometimes she raud^t him stones, wherwith to smit 

Sometimes her staffe, though it her one leg were, 

Withouten which she could not goe upright ; 

Ne any evil meanes she did forb^e. 

That might him move to wrath, and indignation reare. 



VI. 



The noble Guyon, mov'd with great remorse 

Approching, nrst the hag did thrust away ; 

And after, adding more unpetuous forse, 

His mighty hands did on the madman lay. 

And pluckt him backe ; who, all on fire streightway 

Against him turning all his fell intent. 

With beastly brutish rage gan him assay. 

And smott, and bitt, and kickt, and scratcht, and rent. 

And did he wist not what in his avengement. 
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VII. 



And sure lie was a man of mickle might. 
Had he had gorenumnce it well to guyde : 
But, when the firantick fitt inflamd his spright. 
His force was raine, and strooke more often wyde 
Then at the aymed marke which he bad eyde : 
And oft himselfo he channstto hurt unwares, [cryde; 
Whylest reason, blent through passion, nought des- 
But, as a blindfold bull, at random fares, 
And where he hits nought knowes, and whom he 
hurts nought cares. 



ym. 



His rude assault and rugged handeling 

Straimge seemed to the knight, that aye with foe 

In ftyxe defonce and goodly menaging 

Of armes was wont to fight ; yet natnemoe 

Was he abashed now, not fightmg so ; 

But, more enfierced trough his currish play, 

Him sternly gnrpt, and, hailing to and fro, 

To oyerthrow him strongly did assay, 

But oyerihrew himselfe unawares, and lower lay : 



XX. 



And bong downe the Tillein sore did beate 
And bruse with clownish fistes his manly face : 
And eke the hag, with many a bitter threat^ 
Still cald upon to kill him in the place. 
With whose reproch, and odious men&ce. 
The knight emboyling in his haughtie hart 
Knht all his forces, and gan soone unbrace 
His graspine hold : so lightly did upstart, 
And drew his deadly weapon to maiiitaine his part. 



X. 



Whieh when the palmer saw, he loudly cryde, 

" Not BO, O Guyon, nerer thinke that no 

That monster can be maistred or destroyd : 

He is not, ah ! he is not such a foo, 

As Steele can wounde, or strength can orerthroe. 

That same is Furor, cursed cruel wight, 

That nntokn^hthood workes much shame and woe : 

And that same Hag, his aged mother, hight, 

Occasion ; the roote of aU wrath and despight. 



zi. 



" With her, whoso will raging Furor tame, 

Must first begin, and well her ^ment^i^e : 

First her restraine from her reprochfuU blame 

And eviU meanes, with which she doth enrage 

Her frantick sonne, and kindles his cor6ge ; 

Then, when she is withdrawne or strong withstood, 

It's eath his ydle fory to aswage, 

And eahne the tempest of bis passion wood : 

The hankes are orerflowne when stopped is the flood." 



xn. 



Therewith Sir Guyon left his first emprise. 
And, turning to that woman, fast her bent 
By tibe hoare lockes that hong before her eyes, 
And to the ground her threw : yet n*ould she stent 
Her hitter ruling and foule revilement -, 
But still proTokt her sonne to wreake her wrong j 
But nathelesse he did her still torment, 
And, catching hold of her ungratious tong, 
Thereon an yron lock did fasten firme and strong. 






zm. 

Tlien, whenas use of speech was from her reft. 
With her two crooked nandes she signes did make. 
And beckned him ; the last help she had left : 
But he that last left helpe away did take. 
And both her handes &st bouxid unto a stake. 
That she no'te stirre. Then gan her sonne to flye 
Full fiist away, and did her quite forsake : 
But Guyon after him in hast did hye. 
And soone him overtooke in aad perplezitye. 



ziv. 

I In his strong armes he stifiy him embraste. 
Who him gain-striying nought at all preyaild ; 
For all his power was utterly defaste, 
And furious fitts at earst quite weren quaild : 
Oft he re'nforst, and oft his forces foyld. 
Vet yield he would not, nor his rancor slacke. 
Then him to ground he cast, and ruddy hayld. 
And both his hands fast bound behind his backe. 
And both his feet in fetters to an yron racks. 

zy. 

With hundred 3nron chaines he did him bind. 
And hundred Icnots, that did him sore constraine : 
Yet his great yron teeth he still did grind 
And griinly gnash, threatning revenge in yaine : 
I lis burning even, whom bloody strokes did staine. 
Stared full wide, and threw forth sparkes of fyre ; 
And, more for rank despight then for great peine, 
Shakt his long locks coiourd like copper-wyre. 
And bitt his tawny beard to shew his raging yre. 

XVI. 

Thus whenas Guyon Furor had captivd. 

Turning about he saw that wretched sqnyre. 

Whom that mad man of life nigh late aeprivd, 

Lying on ground, all soild with blood and mjnre : 

Whom whenas he perceived to respyre. 

He gan to comfort, and his woundes to dresse. 

Being at last recnred, he gan inquyre 

What bard mishap him brought to such distresse. 

And made that caytives thrall, the thrall of wretched- 



nesse. 



xvn. 



With hart then throbbing, and with watry eyes, 
''Fa3rre sir," quoth he, <* what man can shun the hap. 
That hidden lyes unwares him to surpryse 1 
Misfortune waites advantage to entrap 
The man most wary in her whelming lap. 
So me, weake wretch, of many weakest one, 
Unweeting and unware of such mishap, 
She brought to mischiefe through occasion. 
Where this same wicked villein did me light upon. 

xvni. 

" It was a faithelesse squire, that was the sourse 
Of all my sorrow and of these sad teares. 
With whom from tender dug of commune nourse 
Attonce I was upbrought ; and eft, when yeares 
More Type us reason lent to chose our peares. 
Ourselves in league of vowed love we knitt; 
In which we long time, without gealous feaies 
Or faultie thoughts, contynewd as was fitt; 
And, for my part I vow, dissembled not a whitt 
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xn. 

" It wBf toy fortane, commmie to that age. 

To lore a tatltf fityre of frreat degree. 

The which was home of nohle parentage, 

And set in highest seat of di^nitee. 

Yet seemd no lesse to lore then lord to hee : 

Long I her senr'd, and fionnd her feithfuU still, 

Ne erer thing coidd canse ns disagree : [will: 

Lore, that two hartea makea one, makes eke ooia 

Each stxore to please, and oclien pleasures to fulfiO. 



XXV. 



" This gracelesse man, for furtherance of bis guile. 
Did court the handmard of my lady deare. 
Who, glad t* emhosome his affection Tile, 
Did aU she might more pleasing to appeare. 
One da|y, to worke her to his wfl] more neare. 
He woo'd her thus ; ' Pryen^,* (so she hight,) 
' What great despight does fortune to thee be»re. 
Thus lowty to abase thy heaotie bright. 
That it aboold not de&ce all others lesser light ? 



zx. 



" My friend, hight Philemon, I did partake 

Of dl my lore and all my nriritie ; 

Who gently ioyons seemea for my sake. 

And gradous to that lady, as to mee ; 

^le erer wight, that mote so welcome bee 

As he to her, withouten blott or blame ; 

Ne erer thing, that she could think or see. 

But unto him she would impart the same : 

C wretched man, that would abase ao gentle dame ! 



XXI. 

" At last such grace I found, and meanes I wrought. 
That I that lady to my spouse had wonne ; 
Accord of friendes, consent of parents sought, 
Affyaance made, my happinesse begonne. 
There wanted nought but few rites to be donne. 
Which aranage make : that day too fiurre did seeme! 
3Ioat ioyons man, on whome the shining sunne 
Did shew his face, myself I did esteeme. 
And that my ftlser friend did no lesse ioyous deeme. 



xxn. 



" But, ere that wished day his beame disclosd. 
He, either envjring my toward good. 
Or €t himselfe to treason ill disroosd. 
One dav unto me came in friendly mood. 
And told, for secret, how he understood 
That ladr, whom I had to me assynd. 
Had botn distsind her honorable blood. 
And eke the fiuth which she to me did bynd ; 
And dierefiire wisht me stay, till I my truth should 
fynd* 

xxin. 

' The gnawing anguish, and sharp gelosy. 
Which his sad speach infixed in my brest, 
R^nclded so sore, and festred inwardly. 
That my eng^reered mind could find no rest. 
Tin that the truth thereof I did out wrest ; 
And him besought, by that same sacred band 
Betwixt us both, to counsell me the best : 
He then with solemne oath and plighted hand 
Assurd, ere long the truth to let me understand. 

XXIV. 

" Ere long with like againe he boorded mee. 
Saying, he now had boulted all the floure, 
And that it was a groome of base degree. 
Which of my love was partner paramoure : 
Who used in a darksome inner bowre 
Her oft to meete : which better to approve, 
■''•ised to bring me at that bowre, 

*»«mld see that would me nearer move, 
■e to withdraw my blind abused love. 



xxn. 

" ' But if she had her least heipe to thee lent, 

T* adome thy fonne according thy desart. 

Their blazing |Mide thou wouldest soone have blent. 

And staynd their pnyaes with thy least good part ; 

Ne should fiure CIar3>ell with all her art, 

Tho' she thy lady be, ^)|)roch thee neare : 

For proofe diereof, this evening, as thou art, 

Aray thyselfe in her most gorgeous geare. 

That I may more dd^ht in tl^ embracement deare.' 

xxvn. 

" The mayden proud through praise and mad through 

Him hearxned to, and soone herselfe arayd ; [love, 

The whiles to me the treachour did remove 

His craftie oigin : and, as he had sayd, 

Me leading, in a secret comer layd. 

The sad spectatour of my tragedie : 

Where left, he went, and his owne fiJse part playd, 

Disguised like that groome of base degree, 

Whom he bad feigi^ th* abuser of my love to bee. 

xxvin. 

" Eftsoones he came unto th* appointed place, 
And with him brought Pryene, rich arayd. 
In Claribellaes clothes : her proper &ce 
I not discerned in that darkesome shade. 
But weend it was my love with whom he playd. 
Ah God ! what horrour and tormenting griefe 
My hart, my handes, mine eies, and all assayd ! 
Me Uefer were ten thousand deathes priefe 
Th^i wounde of gealous worme, and shame of sucb 
repriefe. 

xxrx. 

" I home retouming, fraught with fowle despight. 
And chawing vengeaunce all the way I went 
Soone as my loathed love appeard in sight. 
With wratmull hand I slew her innocent ; 
That after soone I dearely did lament : 
For, when the cause of that outrageous deede 
Demaunded I made plaine and evident, 
Her faultie handmayd, which that bale did breede, 
Confest how Phflemon her wrought to chaunge hei 
weede. 

XXX. 

" Which when I heard^ with horrible aflFright 

And hellish ftiry all enragd, I sought 

Upon myselfe that vengeable despight 

To punish : yet it better first I thought 

To wreake my wrath on him, that first it wrougl t • 

To Phflemon, false fatour Philemon, 

I cast to pay that I so dearely bought : 

Of deadly drugs I gave him drinke anon, 

And washt away his guilt with guilty potion. 
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ZXXI. 



" Tlnu hming crime on crime, and g^fe on griefe, 

To loue oiiOTe edicmungf losae of frend, 

I meant to purge botn with a third miscUefe, 

And in my woee beycinner it to end : 

llwt waa Piyen^ ; ^e did fint offend, 

She laat ahoiUd amart : with which cruell intent, 

When I at her my maidrons blade did bend. 

She fled away with ghastly dreriment, 

And I, pooraewing my feU purpose, after went. 



juixn. 

** Feare gave her wingea, and Rage enforat my flight ; 
Through woods and pkdnes so long I did her choce, 
Till *>"* mpsd man, wnom your victorious miglit 
Hath now ftat bound, me met in middle space : 
As I her, ao he me poursewd apace. 
And shorUy OTertooKO : I, breathing jrre, 
Sora chaumd at my stay in such a cace. 
And with my heat kindled his cruell fyre ; 
Whidi kindled once, his mother did more rage 
nupyre* 

" Betwixt them both they have me doen to dye, 
Throngh wounds, and strokes, and stubbome handel- 
That^atib were better then such agony, [ing, 

As griefe and fury unto me did bring ; 
Of which in me yet stickes the mortall sting, 
That.during life will never be appeasd !" 
When he thus ended had his sorrowing, 
Said Guyon ; " Squyre, sore have ye beene diseasd ; 
But all yoni hurts may soone through temperance 
beeaad.** 

XXXIV. 

Then gan the palmer thus ; " Most wretched man. 
That to Aflectiona does the bridle lend ! 
In their begnnninff they are weake and wan. 
But aoone mrougb sun'rance growe to fearefull end ; 
Whilea they are weake, betimes with them contend j 
Tor, when they once to perfect strength do grow, 
Strong wanes they make, and cruell battry bend 
Gainst fint of Reason, it to overthrow : 
Wmdi, Gelosy, Griefe, Love, this squyre have laide 
thus low. 

XXXV. 

'* Wrath, Gealosie, Griefe, Love, do thus expell : 
Wrath ia a flre : and Gealosie a weede ; 
Griefe ia a flood ; and Love a monster fell ; 
The fire of sparkes, the weede of little seede, 
The flood of drops; the monster filth did breede : 
But sparks, seed, drops, and filth, do thus delay ; 
The Bpurka soone quench, the springing seed outweed, 
The orops dry up, and filth wipe cleane away : 
So shall Wrath, Gealosy, Griefe, Love, die and 
decay." 



M 



XXXVI. 

" Unlucky squire,'* saide Guyon, " sith thou Last 
Falne into mischiefe through intemperaunce, 
Henceforth take heede of that thou now hast past, 
And gu3rde thy waies with warie govemaunce, 
Least worse betide thee by some later chaunce. 
But read how art thou nam'd, and of what kin." 
" Phedon I bight," quoth he, *' and do advaunce 
Mine anncestry from femous Coradin, 
Who first to rayse our house to honour did begin. 



XXX Vll. 

Thus as he spake, lo ! far away they spyde 
A varlet ronning towardes hastily. 
Whose flying feet so fast tlieir way applyde, 
Tliat round about a cloud of dust did fly. 
Which, mingled all with sweate, did dim his eye. 
He soone approched, panting, breathlesse, whot. 
And all so soyld, that none could him descry ; 
His countenaunce was bold, and bashed not 
For Guyons lookes, but scomefuU ey-glaunce at him 
ahot. 

XXXVIII. 

Behinde his backe he bore a brasen shield. 

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit, 

A flaming fire in midst of bloody field. 

And round about the wreatli tlii;* word was writ. 

Burnt I doe hume : Right well bi*seeraed it 

To be tlie sLield of some redoubt«Kl knight : 

And in bis hand two dartes exceeding mt 

And deadly sharp he held, whose heads were dight 

In poyson and in blood of malico and despight. 

XXXIX. 

When he in presence came, to Guyon first 

He boldly s|>uke ; " Sir knight, if knight thou bee. 

Abandon tbis forestalled pluce at erst, 

For feure of further harme, I cuunsell thee ; 

Or bide the chaunce at thine owiie ieopardee." 
I llie knight at his great boldnesse wondered ; 
I And, though he scom'd his ydle vanitee. 

Vet mildly him to purpose answered ; 

For not to grow of nought he it coniectured ; 



XL. 

" Varlet, this place most dew to me I deeme. 

Yielded by him that held it forcibly : [seeme 

J)ut whence shold come that harme, which thou dost 

To threat to him that mindes his chaunce t'abye V* 

" Perdy,*' sayd he, " here comes, and is hard by, 

A knight of wondrous powre and great assay. 

That never yet encountred enemy, 

But did him deadly daunt, or fowle dismay ; 

Ne thou for better hope, if thou his presence stay." 

XLI. 

" How higlit he," then sayd Guyon, *' and from 
" P3rrochles is his name, renowmed farre [whence (" 
For his bold feates and hardy confidence. 
Full oft approvd in many a cruell warre ; 
The brother of Cymochles ; both which arre 
The sonnes of old Aerates and Despight ; 
Aerates, sonne of Phlegeton and larre ; 
But Phlegeton is sonne of Herebus and Night 
But Herebus sonne of Aetemitie is bight. 

XLU. 

" So from immortall race he does proceede, 
That mortall hands may not withstand his mighty 
Drad for his derring doe and bloody deed ; 
For all in blood and spoile is his delight. 
His am I Atin, his in wrong and right. 
That matter make for him to worke upon. 
And stirre him up to strife and cruell fight. 
FIv therefore, fly this fearefull stead anon. 
Least thy foolhardize worke th^ ^aAl ^QT&avv^Qitx? 
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Saycl he : " 
Art thou na 



care, whom most it doth noncfirna," 
It whether with snoh hasty flight 
iw bownd 1 for well mote I disceme 
I, that carries thee 90 swifte and Ught." 
' quoth ho, " mo semt. and atreight belli ght 
ccBuion, where so she bee : 
1 diapoed to bioodj fig-hl, 
es out wrath and balnona crueltee ; 
hap. that Erst hii iu his ieopardee." 



That when the varlett heard soiJ saw, atreighl 
ireied wondroua wroth, and said; " Vilek 
tknigbtsandknighthooddoestwitliahiuna uphra^ 
And ehewst th' ensample of Ihj chiklisbe miglit, 
With sili; weake old woman tliua to light I 
Great glory and gay apoile Bute hast tftou gott. 
And BtoDtly pror'd. thy pniaBaunce hen in tiigbt ! 
That shall Fjroohles well requite, I watt, 
And with thy blood abolish ao ceprocbfol! blott,' 



" Mad man," said then tho palmer, " that does seeke 
Oceaaion to wroth, dikI cause of strife ; 
Sbee comes unsought, and shonned followea eie. 
Happy 1 who can abaHune, when Itaucor rife 
Kindles Rerenge, and threala hia ruaty knife : 
Woo never wants, where every cause is caught ; 
And rash Occasion makes unquiet life I" [eougbt,'' 
" Then loe! wher bound she sits, wliom thou bast 
Said Guyon ; " let that massage to thy lord be 



espighl : 



With that, one of hia ihrillunt darts h> 
Headed with yre and vi 
The quivering Steele bis aymed eiiu wei ku 
And to hia breat itaelfe intended right : 
But he was wary, and, era it empiglit 
In the meant marka, advaunst bis shield ati 
On which it seizing do way enter might, 
But backe rebowudrng eft the forckhead ke 
Eftsoonea ho fled aw y, and iHight no v 



k 



Pyrochlea does with Guyon Sgbt, 
And Furors oliayne untyes, 

Who bim sore wounds ; whilea Atin to 
Cymochles for ayd flyea. 



Trust me, shal find no greater enimy. 

Then Btubbome Perturbation, to the some ; 

To which right wel the wise doe giro tiiat name ; 

For it the goodly peace of staied mindes 

■^ Terihrow, and troublous warre proelame : 



After that varleta flight, it was not long 
Ere on the plains fiat pricking GuyoD apide 
One in brigtt armea embatteiled full strong. 
That, as the sunny beames do glaunce and gUde 
Upon the Dembling wave, lo shined bright. 
And round about him threw forth eparkluig fire, 
That seemd him to enflamo on i ' '- 



His Bleed was bloady red, and 
When with the n^' - 



be did him 



I 



Approching nigh, he never staid to greets, 
Ne cbalTsr wo^a, prowd comga to praTolit. 
But pfickt so Sets, that andeineath Dia feete 
7'Jie smouldring dust did rownd about bim amoko, 
Belli barao and man uigh able for to cl>oke ; 
And, fayrly couching hu atflebeaded speare, 
llini fitat Bilotvil with ■ atiu^y alruke ■■ 
I. i—^tBd nought sir Ouyon, " 






a fiMit 10 hme; 



and passing by. 



Dut lightly Bhuimed it ; and paSBing 
With his bright blade did smite at hi .. ._. 
That the abarpe Steele, arriving forcibly 
On his broad shield, bilt uol. but glauncing fell 
On hifl borae necke before the quilted sell. 
And from the bead the body sundred qiiight: 
8o him dismounted low he did compell 
On foot with him to matuhen equall Gght ; 
The Iruncked beuat fast bleeding did bim fowl/ 
dight. 

Sore bruied with the fall he alow uprose, 

And all enra^ thus bim loudly shenl ; 

" Disleall knight, whose coward coruge ohoie 

To wreake itaelfe on beast all innocent, 

And shund the marke at which it should be ment ; 

Therby thine armea seem strong, but manhood fruyh 

So hast thou oft with guile thine honor blent, 

But litle may such guile thee now avnyl, 

If wonted force and fortune doe me not much fiiyl." 



Of his aeveorolded shield away it tooko. 

And, glBoncing on hii helmet, made a targe 

And open pub therein : were not hia targe 

That broke the violence of bis intent. 

The weuy Eowie from thence it would ditcharge ) 

TJaihelesse so sore a buff to him it lept. 

That made him n-rle, and to bii hrest hw bcvut bciil 
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th. 

Exoeading wrotli wti Guyon at that blow, 

And mncn aahamd that stroke of living arme 

Should him diamaj» and make him stoup so low, 

Thoash otherwise it did him litle harme : 

Tho, fanrimg high his yron-biaced arme, 

He smote so mmilj on his shoulder plate, 

That all his left side it did quite disarme ; 

Yet there the steel stayd not, but inly bate 

Deep* in his flesh, and opened wide a red floodgate. 



rm. 

dismiq^ with horror of that dint 
I, and grieved eke en^rre ; 
fet nathemore did it his fury stint, 
Bat added flame unto his former fire, 
That wel-nigh molt his hart in raging yie : 
Ke thence fo rth his improved skill, to ward, 
Dr strike, or hurtle rownd in warlike gyre, 
Remembred he, ne car'd for his saufgud. 
But roddj xag'd, and like a cruell tygre hr'd. 



zx. 

He hewd, and lasht, and fo3nid, and thondred blowes, 
And ereiy way did seeke into his life ; 
Ne plate, ne male, could ward so mighty throwes. 
But jrielded passage to his cruell knife. 
But Guyon, m the heat of all his strife. 
Was wary wise, and closely did awayt 
ATanntage, whDeet his foe did rage most rife ; 
Sometimes athwart, sometimes he strook him strayt. 
And fibedofthis blowes t'lUude him with such bayt. 



zui. 

Eftsoones his cruel hand Sir Guyon stayd, 
Tempring the passion with sdrixement slow 
And maistring might on eniniy dismayd ; 
For th' equall die of warre he well did know : 
Then to him said : " Lire, and alleagaunce owe 
To him, that gives thee life and Ubert}' ; 
And henceforth by this daies ensample trow. 
That hastv wroth, and heedlesse hasardry. 
Doe breede repentaunce late, and lasting infamy.*' 

ziv. 

So up he let him rise ; who, with grim looke 
And count*naunce steme upstanding, gan to grind 
His grated teeth for great disdeigne, and shooke 
His sandy lockes, long hanging dowue behind. 
Knotted m blood and dust, for grief of mind 
lliQt he in ods of armes was conquered ; 
Yet in himselfe some comfort he did find, 
I'liat him so noble knight had maystered ; 
Whose bounty more then might, yet both, he won- 
dered. 

XV. 

AVhich Guyon marking said ; " Be nought i^evM, 
Sir knight, that thus ye now subdewed arre : 
Was never man, who most conqu68tes atchiev*d. 
But sometimes had the worse, and lost by warre ; 
Yet shortly gajmd, that losse exceeded farre ; 
Losse is no shame, nor to bee lease then foe ; 
But to bee lesser Uien himselfe doth marre 
Both loosers lott, and victour's prayse als6e : 
Vaine others overthrowes who s^fe doth overthroi* 



like as a lyon whose imperiall powre 

A pfowd rebellious unicorn defyes, 

T* aroide the rash assault and wrathful stowre 

Of his fiers foe, him to a tree applyes. 

And when him ronning in full course he spyes. 

He slips aside ; the whiles that furious beast 

His procions home, sought of his enimyes, 

Strikes in the stoclw, ne thence can be releast, 

But to the mighty victor yields a bounteous feast. 



XI. 



With such faire sleight him Guyon often fayld. 

Till at the last all breathlesse, weary, fisunt. 

Him spying, with fresh onsett he assayld. 

And, kindling new his corage seeming queint, 

Strooke him so hugely, that through grrat constraint 

He made him stoup perforce unto his knee. 

And doe unwilling worship to the saint. 

That on his shield depainted he did see ; 

Such homage tiU that instant never learned hee. 



xn. 

Whom Guyon seeing stoup, poursewed fast 
The present offer of faire victory. 
And soone his dreadfull blacte about he cast. 
Wherewith he smote his haughiy crest so hye, 
That streight on grownd made him full low to lye ; 
Then ou ms' brest his victor foote he thrust : 
With that he cryde ; '' Mercy, doe mo not dye, 
Ke deeme thy force by fortunes doome uniust, 
That hath (maugre her spight) thus low me laid in 
dust." 



XVI, 

" Fly, Pyrochles, fly the dreadful warre 
That in thyselfe thy lesser partes do move ; 
Outrageous Ang^r, and woe-working larre, 
Direfull Impatience, and hart-murdring Love : 
Those, those thy foes, those warrioursy &r remove, 
Which thee to endlesse bale captfved lead. 
But, sith in might thou didst my mercy prove. 
Of courtesie to mee the cause aread 
That thee against me drew with so impetuous dread." 

xvn. 

" Dreadlesse," said he, " that shall I soone declare : 

It was complaind that thou hadst done great tort 

Unto an aged woman, poore and bare. 

And thralled her in chaines with strone effort, 

Voide of aU succour and needful! caaaiCTt : 

That ill beseemes thee, such as I thee see, 

To worke such shame : therefore I thee exhort 

To cbaunge thy will, and set Occasion firee, 

And to her aqpcive sonne jrield his first libertee.' 



f» 



.XVIIT. 

Thereat Sir Guyon smylde ; " And is that all," 
Said he, " that thee so sore displeased hath 1 
Great mercy sure, for to enlarge a thrall. 
Whose freedom shall thee tume to greatest scath ! 
Nath'lesse now quench thy whott emboyling wrath 
Loe ! there they bee ; to uiee I yield them free." 
Thereat he, wondrous glad, out of the path 
Did lightly leape, where he them bound did see. 
And gan to br^e the bands of their ca^ti^^r^kiiA^ 
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BeforB her eonns could well aasoylsi 
^be to her nae retumil, and sCreight detyde 
Iloth GuYDii and Pyrochles ; th' one (siud shea) 
BycausB lis wonne ; the other. b«cau3B heo 
Wa? wonne : 80 matter did flhe make of nought. 
To sCirre np Htrife, and g^arre them disagree : 
Bat, Hooae la Furor was enlargd. she sought 
To kindle his quenoht fyie, and thousand cause 



^ And 



ought. 



» 



rould algatea with Pynwhles fight, 
And hi.i ledeemec chalengd for his foe, 
Because be had not well mainleind iiia right, 
But yielded hud to that rome Btrannger knigbC 
Nov gan PyrochleB wex as wood aa hee. 
And him aaionted with impatient might : 
So both together fieis eagrnaped bee, 
Wbjles Guyon standing bj meir (ineauth strife d 



Him sll that while Occasien did provoke 
Against Pyrodilea, and new matter framed 
Upon the old, him slinine to bee wroke 
Of his lalo wronges, in which she oft him hlam'd 
For sufieting audi abuse as knighthood sham'd, 
And him dibhabled quyte : hnt he was wise, 
Ne would with vane occasions he inflam'd ; 
Yet otbers ahe more urgent did deviae : 
Yet nothing could him W impatience entise, 



u still inoreaaed more. 



Their feU o 

And more thereby increaied Furors inie;ht. 

That he hia foe haa hurt nad wounded sore 

And him in blood and durt defDrmed quigh^ 

Hia mother eke, more to augment his apight, 

Now brought to him a flaming ^er-brond, 

Which she in Streian lake, a^ burning bright. 

Had kindled : that she gave mlo bia bond. 

That armd with fire more hardly he mote him with- 

Vho gan dial villein wei ao fieri and strong. 
That nothing might enataine his fiirioua forae : 
He eaat him duwno to ground, and oil along 
Drew him through durt and myre without remorse. 
And fowly battered hia comely corse, 
That Guyoo much disdetgnd so loathly sight. 
At last he wm compeld to cry perforde. 
" Help, O Sir Guyon 1 helpo, moat noble knight. 
To tidd n wretohed man from hande* of helUah 
wight!" 



Tlie knight waa greatly moved at hia playnt. 
And fan him digbt tn snccoiir bia diatreaae. 
Till that Iho palmer, by bii graTe restraint. 

tUim auyd from yielding pituliill rodrmee, 
Aadsaiil;'- DaarasannB.tbvCHUieleSBaruthrepreaae, 
pB let thy (lout hart melt in pitly »Byno : 
tin that hia sorrow aought through wAfnlnrase, 
And hii he fettred would release agayne. 
DesoTTSB to laate hia rolljei fruit, reponlcd payiis." 



I 



Already fought, hia voyage to pourj 

But rash Pyrochles varlett, Atin bight, 

When late he saw bis lord in heavie plight. 

Under Sir Gnyona puisaaunt atrote to fell, 

Him deeming dead, as then he aeemd in sight, 

Fledd fast away to tell his funerall 

Unto his brolbfir, whom Cyraocbles men did calL 



And glorious apoiloB, purchast in perilouB fight ■. 
Full many dooghtie knigbtea he in his dayes 
Had doen to death, aubdewde in enuall fniyea ; 
Whose carkaaes, for terrour of his name, 
or fowlea and beastea he made the pileaua prayea. 
And hong Ibeir conqnerd ormes for more defame 
On gsUow trees, in honoar of hia dearest dame. 



The vyle Acrosia, that with vaine dcligh'lea. 
And ydle plcasurea, in her Bowre of Blisse, 
Does charme her lovers, and the feeble apriglites 
Can call out of the bodies of fraile wightes ; 

Whom then abe does transfotme to ni " ' 

And horribly misEhapea with, ugly ai 
Captiv'd etamally in yron mewes 
And darksom dens, where Titan bisfa 



There Atin fownd Cymochles soiouming. 
To sarte his lemans lore ; for be by kynd 
Was given bU to lost and loose living. 
Whenever bis £era hnndea he free mote fynd ! 
And now he has pourd out bis ydle mynd 

Haying his warlike weapons cast behynd. 

And Qowes in pleasures onfl vaine pleasing toyea 

Mingled emongst loose ladles and loaoivioua hoyi 



And over him Art, atryiing to compayro 
With Nature, did an arber greene dispred. 
Framed of wanton ycie, flonriag layrei 
Through wbicb the fragrant ^Isatiae did apred 
Hia pnckling armes, entrayld with roses red. 
Which daintie odours round about them threw : 
And all within with flowres waa garaiabed. 
That, when myld Zephyius emonget them blew. 
Did breath out bounteous amela, and painted coin 



And fast beiide there trickled softly downe 
A gentle streame, whose murmuring wane dii 
Emoni-st the pomy Blonea, and made a sownc 
To lull liim soft aaleepe that by it lay : 
Biler, wandring thai woy. 
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zxzx. 

And on the other lyde a pleasaunt rror% 

Was ahott up high, fiill of the stately tree 

That dedicated is t* Olympick lore. 

And to liis Sonne Alciaes, whenas hee 

In Nemea gained goodly victoree : 

Therein the mery hirdes of every sorte 

Chaunted alowd their chearefull harmonee. 

And made emongst themselres a sweete cons6rt, 

That qnickned tlie dull spright with musical! comf6rt. 



There he him found all carelesly displaid. 

In secrete shadow from the sunny ray. 

On a sweet hed of lillies softly laid, 

Anudst a flock of damzelles fresh and g^y. 

That rownd about him dissolute did play 

Their wanton follies and light meriment ; 

Every of which did loosely disaray 

Her upper partes of meet habiliments. 

And shewd them naked, deckt with many ornaments. 



zzxxn. 



And every of them strove with most delights 
Him to i^grate, and greatest pleasures shew : 
Some framd faire lookes, glancing like evening 

lights; 
Others sweet wordes, dropping like bonny dew ; 
Some bathed kisses, and did soft embrew 
The sugred licour through his melting lips. 
One boastes her beau tie, and does yield to vew 
Her daintie limbes above her tender hips : 
Another her out boastes, and all for tryall strips. 

XZZIV. 

He, like an adder lurking in the weedes, 
His wandring thought in deepe desire does steepe. 
And his frayle eye with spoyle of beauty feedes : 
Sometimes he falsely faines himselfe to sleepe, 
Whiles through their lids his wanton eies do peepe 
To steale a snatch of amorous conceipt. 
Whereby close fire into his hart does creepe : 
So' he them deceives, deceivd in his deceipt. 
Made dronke with drugs of deare voluptuous receipt. 



zzzv. 

Atin, arriving there, when him he spyde 
Thus in still waves of deepe delight to wade, 
Fiercely approching to him lowdly cryde, 
'* C)mochles ; oh 1 no, but Cymocbles shade^ 
In which that manly person late did fade ! 
What is become of great Aerates sonne ? 
Or where hath be hong up his mortall blade. 
That hath so many haughty conquests woone ? 
Is all his force forlorne, and all bis glory donne V 

ZZZVI. 

Then, pricking him with his sharp-pointed dart. 
He said : '* Up, up, thou womanish weake knight. 
That here in ladies lap entombed art, 
Unmindfull of thy praise and prowest might, 
A nd weetlesse eke of lately-wrought despight ; 
Wliiles sad Pyrocles lies on sencelesse ground. 
And ^roneth out his utmost grudging spright 
Through many a stroke and many a streaming wound. 
Calling thy help in vaine, that here iu loyes art 
dround." 

zxzvu. 

Suddeinly out of his delightfull dreame 

I'he man awoke, and would have questioiid more ^ 

But he would not endure thai wofull iheume 

For to dilate at large, but urged sore. 

With percing wordes and pittifuU implore. 

Him hasty to arise ; as une affright 

With helQsh feeuds, or furies mad upn>re. 

He then uprose, uiflamd with fell despight. 

And called for hisarmes; for he would algates fight 

zzxvin. 

They bene ybrought ; he quickly does him dight, 
And lightly mounted passeth on his way ; 
Ne ladies loves, ne sweete entreaties, might 
Appease his heat, or hastie passage stay ; 
For he has vowd to beene avengd that day 
(That day itselfe him seemed all too long) 
On him, that did Pyrochles deare dismay : 
So proudly pricketb on his courser strong. 
And Atin ay him pricks with spurs of shame and 
wrong. 



CANTO VI. 



Guy on is of immodest Merth 
Led into loose desyre ; 

Fights with Cjrmochles, whiles his bro- 
ther bumes in furious fjrre. 



I. 



n. 



A HABDXB lesson to leame continence 

In ioyous pleasure then in grievous peine : 

For sweetnesse doth allure the weaker sence 

So strongly, that uneathes it can refraine 

From that which feeble nature covets faine : 

But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies 

And foes of life, she better can restraine : 

Yet Vertue vauntes in both her victories ; 

And Guyon in them all shewes goodly maysteries. 



Whom bold Cjrmoohles travelling to finde. 
With cruell purpose bent to wreake on him 
The wrath wnich Atin kindled in his mind. 
Came to a river, by whose utmost brim 
Waj^g to passe he saw whereas did swim 
Along the shore, as swift as glaunce of eye, 
A litle gondelay, bedecked trim 
With bougbes and arbours woven cunningly. 
That like a litle forrest seemed outwardly. 
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And therein sate a lady ft^sh and fayre. 
Making sweete solace to herselfe alone : 
Sometimes she sonf^ as lowd as larke in vyre. 
Sometimes she laught, that nigh her hreath was gone; 
Yet was there not with her else any one» 
That to her might move cause of meiiment : 
IVIatter of merth enough, though there were none. 
She could devize ; and thousand waies invent 
To feede her foolish humour and vaine ioUiment. 



IV. 

Which when far off Cymochles heard and saw. 

He lowdly cald to such as were abord 

The little barke unto the shore to draw. 

And him to ferry over that deepe ford. 

The merry mariner unto his word 

Soone hearkned, and her painted bote streightway 

Tumd to the shore, where that same warlike lord 

She in received, but Atin by no way 

She would admit, albe the knight her much did pray. 



V. 

Ef^oones her shallow ship away did slide, 

More swift than swallow sheres the liquid skye, 

Withouten oare or pilot it to guide. 

Or winged canvas with the wind to fly : 

Onely she tumd a pin, and by and by 

It cut away upon the yielding wave, 

(Ne cared she her course for to t^ply,) 

For it was taught the way which she would have, 

And both from rocks and flats itselfe could wisely 



save. 



VI. 



And all the way the wanton damsell found 

New merth her passenger to entertaine ; 

For she in pleasaunt purpose did abouud. 

And greatly ioyed merry tales to fajoie. 

Of which a store-house did with her remaine ; 

Yet seemed, nothing well they her became : 

For all her wordes she drownd with laughtw vaine. 

And wanted grace in utt'ring of the same. 

That turned ul her pleasaunce to a scoffing game. 

VII. 

And other whiles vaine toyes she would devize. 
As her fantasticke wit did most delight : 
Sometimes her head she fondly would aguize 
With gaudy girlonds, or fresh flowrets dight 
About her necke, or rings of rushes plight : 
Sometimes, to do him laugh, she would assay 
To laugh at shaking of the leaves light, 
Or to behold the water worke and play 
About her little frigot, therein makmg way. 

vin. 

Her light behaviour and loose dalliaunce 

Gave wondrous great contentment to the knight. 

That of his way he had no sovenaunce, 

Nor care of vow'd revenge and cruell fight , 

But to weake wench did yield his martiall might 

So easie was to quench his flamed minde 

With one sweete drop of sensuall delight ! 

So easie is t'appease the stormy winde 

Of malice in the calme of pleasaunt womankind I 



tt 



IX. 

Diverse discourses in their way they spent ; 

Mongst which Cjrmochles of her questioned 

Both what she was, and what that usage ment. 

Which in her cott she daily practized : 

" Vaine man," saide she, " that wouldest be reckoned 

A straunger in thy home, and ignoraunt 

Of Phaedria, (for so my name is red,) 

Of Phaedria, thine owne fellow servaunt ; 

For thou to serve Acrasia thy selfe doest vaunt 

x. 

" In this wide inland sea, that bight by name 
The Idle Lake, my wandring ship I row. 
That knowes her port, and Uiether sayles by ayme, 
Ne care ne feare I how the wind do blow, 
Or whether swift I wend or whether slow : 
Both slow and swift alike do serve my toume ; 
Ne swelling Neptune ne lowd-thundnng love 
Can chaunge my cheare, or make me ever moume : 
My litle bo«tt can safely passe this perilous bourne." 

XI. 

Whiles thus she talked, and whiles thus she toyd, 
They were far past the passage which he spake. 
And come unto an island waste and voyd. 
That floted in the midst of that great lake ; 
There her small gondelay her port did make. 
And that gay ipayre issewing on the shore 
Disburdned her : their way they forward take 
Into the land that lay them faire before. 
Whose pleasaunce she him shewd, and plentifull 
greet store. 

XII. 

It was a chosen plott of fertile land, 
Emongst wide waves sett, like a liUe nest. 
As if it had by Natures cunning hand 
Bene choycely picked out from all the rest. 
And laid forth for ensample of the best : 
No daintie flowre or herbe that growes on grownd. 
No arborett with painted blossomes drest 
And smelling sweete, but there it might be fownd 
To bud out fidre, and her sweete smels throwe al 
arovmd. 

xm. 

No tree, whose braunches did not bravely spring ; 

No braunch, whereon a fine bird did not sitt : 

No bird, but did her shrill notes sweetely sing ; 

No song, but did containe a lovely ditt 

Trees, braunches, birds, and songs, were framed fitt 

For to aUure fraile mind to carelesse ease. 

Carelesse the man soone woxe, and his weake witt 

Was overcome of thing that did him please : 

So pleased did his wrathfiill purpose faire appease. 



xnr. 

Thus when shee had his eyes and sences fed 
With false delights, and fild with pleasures vayn. 
Into a shady dale she soft him led. 
And layd him downe upon a grassy playn ; 
And her sweete selfe without dread or disdayn 
She sett beside, laying his head disarmd 
In her loose lap, it softly to sustayn. 
Where soone he slumbred fearing not be harmd : 
llie whiles with a love lay she thus him sweetly 
charmd : 
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«« Behold, O man, tbat toilesome painei doest take, 
The flown, the fields, aod aU that pleasaunt growes, 
How they themselrea doe thine ensample make, 
Whiin nothing envious Nature them forth throwes 
Out of her fruitfull lap : how, no man knowes, 
Thcnr spring, they hud, they hlosacnne fresh and faire. 
And decke the world with their rich pompous showes; 
Yet no man fm them taketh paines or care, 
Yet no man to them can his carefull paines compare. 



zvx. 

*' The lilly, lady of the flowring field, 
The flowie-deluoe, her lorely paramoure. 
Bid thee to them ihj fruitlesse lahors yield. 
And aoone leave ofi^^this toylsome weary stoure : 
Loe ! loe, how brave she decks her bounteous boure, 
With silken curtens and gold coverletts, 
Therein to shrowd her sumptuous belamoure I 
Yet nether spinnes nor cards, ne cares nor fretts. 
But to her mother Nature all her care she letts. 



XVII. 



«c 



Why then doest thou, O man, that of them all 
Art lord, and eke of nature soveraine, 
Wflfully make thyselfe a wretched thrall, 
And waste thy ioyous howres in needelesse poine, 
Seeking for dannger and adventures vaine 1 
What bootes it al to have and nothing use 1 
Who shall him rew that swimming in the maine 
Will die for thirst, and water doth refuse ? 
Btffbse such fruitlesse toile, and present pleasures 
chuse." 

ZVIII. 

Br this she had him lulled fast asleepe, 
That of no worldly thing he care did take : 
Then she with liquors strong his eies did steepe. 
That nothing should him hastily awake. 
So she him wfte, and did herseife betake 
Unto her boat again, with which slie clefte 
The slouthfull wave of that great griesy lake : 
Soone ahee that island (or benind her lefte, 
Andnow is come to that same place where first she 
wefte. 

zix. 

By this time was the worthy Guyon brought 
Unto the other side of that wide strond 
^Vhere she was rowing, and for passage sought : 
Him needed not long call ; shee soone to liond 
Her ferry brought, where him she byding fond 
With his sad g^de : himselfe shee tooke aboord. 
But his black palmer suffred still to stond, 
Ne would for price or prayers once afToord 
To ferzy that old man over the perlous foord. 

zx. 

Guyon was loath to leave his guide behind, 
Yet being entred might not backe retyre ; 
For Uie flitt barke, obaying to her mind. 
Forth launched quickly as she did desire, 
Ne gave him leave to bid that aged sire 
Adieu, but nimbly ran her wonted course 
Through the dull billowes thicke as troubled mire. 
Whom nether wind out of their seat could forse, 
Nor timely tides did drive out of their sluggish 
Bourse. 



ZXI. 

And by the way, as was her wonted guise. 

Her mery fitt she freshly gan to reore, 

And did of ioy and iollity devize 

Herseife to cherish, and her guest to cheare. 

Ilie knight was courteous, and did not forbeare 

Her honest merth and pleasaunce to partake: 

But when he saw her toy, and gibe, and geare, 

And passe the bonds of modest merimake. 

Her dalliaunce he despis*d and follies did forsake. 

XXII. 

Yet ahe still followed her former style. 

And said, and did, all that mote him delight, 

Till they arrived in that pleasaunt ile. 

Where sleeping late she lefto her other knight. 

But, whenas Guyon of that land had sieht, 

He wist himselfe amisse, and angiy said ; 

*' Ah ! dame, perdy ye have not doen me right. 

Thus to mislead mee, whiles I you obaid : 

Mee litle needed from my right way to have strai .** 

xxni. 

(' Faire sir," quoth she, " be not displeasd at all ; 
Who fares on sea may not commaund his way, 
Ne windiand weather at his pleasure call : 
The sea is wide, and easy for to stray ; 
The wind unstable, and doth never stay. 
But here a while ye may in safety rest, 
Till season serve new passage to assay : 
Better safe port tlien be in seas distrest." 
Therewith she laught, and did her earnest end in iest. 

XXIV. 

But he, halfe discontent, mote natlielesse 
Himselfe appease, and issewd forth on shore : 
The ioyes whereof and happy fniitfulnosse, 
Such as he saw, she gan him lay before, 
And all, though pleasaunt, yet she made much more, 
The fields did laugh, the flowres did freshly spring. 
The trees did bud, and early blossomes bore } 
And all the (}uire of birds did sweetly sing, 
And told that gardins pleasures in their caroling. 

xzv. 

And she, more sweete than any bird on bough, 
Would oftentimes emongst them beare a part. 
And strive to passe (as she could well enough) 
Their native musicke by her skilful art : 
So did sl)e all, that might his constant hart 
Withdraw from thought of warlike enterprize, 
And drowne in dissolute delights apart. 
Where noise of armes, or vew of martiall g^ize, 
Might not revive desire of knightly exercize : 

xzv. 

But he was wise, and wary of her will. 

And ever held Iiis hand upon his hart ; 

Yet would not seeme so rude, and thewed ilL 

As to despise so curteous seeming part 

That eentle lady did to him impart : 

But, rairly tempring, fond desire subdewd. 

And ever her desired to depart. 

She list not heare, but her disports poursewd. 

And ever bad him stay till time the tide renewd« 
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xxvn. 

And now by this Cymocbles howre was spent. 

That he awoke out of his ydle dreme ; 

And, shaking off his drowsy dreriment, 

Gan him avize, howe ill did him beseme, 

In slouthfuU sleepe his molten hart to steme. 

And quench the brond of his conceived yre. 

Tho up he started, stird with shame extreme, 

Ne staied for his damsell to inquire. 

But marched to the strond, there passage to require. 

zznii. 

And in the way he with Sir Guyon mett, 

Accompanyde with Phaedria the faire : 

Eftsoones he gan to rage, and inly firett, 

Crying ; " Let be that lady debonaire. 

Thou recreaunt knight, and soone thyselfe prepaire 

To batteile, if thou meane her love to gayn. 

Loe ! loe already how the fowles in aire 

Doe flocke, awaiting shortly to obtayn 

Thy carcas for their pngr, the gpierdon of thy payn." 

ZXIX. 

And there-withall he fiersly at him flew. 
And with imp6rtune outrage him assayld ; . 
Who, soone prepard to field, his sword forUi drew. 
And him with equall valew countervayld : 
Their mightie strokes their haberieons dismayld, 
And naked made each others manly spalles ', 
The mortal! Steele despiteously entayld 
Deepe in their flesh, quite through the yron walles, 
That a'large purple streame adown their giambeux 
falles. 

XXX. 

Cymocbles, that had never mett before 

So puissant foe, with envious despight 

His prowd presumed force increased more, 

Disdeigning to bee held so long in fight. 

Sir Guyon, grudging not so much his might 

As those unknightly raylinges which he spoke. 

With wrathfiill fire his corage kindled bright. 

Thereof devising; shortly to be wroke. 

And doubling all his powres redoubled every stroke. 

XXXI. 

Both of them high attonce their hajids enhaunst. 
And both attonce their huge bio wes down did sway : 
Cymochles sword on Guyons shield yglaunst. 
And thereof nigh one quarter sheard away : 
But Guyons angry blade so fiers did play 
On th' others helmett, which as Titan shone. 
That quite it clove his plumed crest in tway, 
And bared all his head unto the bone ; 
Where-with astonisht still he stood as sencelesse 
stone. 

xxxn. 

Still as he stood, fayre Phaedria, that beheld 
That deadly daunger, soone atweene them ran ; 
And at their feet herselfe most humbly feld. 
Crying with pitteous voyce, and count'nance wan, 
" Ah, well away ! most noble lords, how can 
Your cruell eyes endure so pitteous sight. 
To shed your lives on ground 1 Wo worth the man. 
That first did teach the cursed Steele to bight 
In his owne flesh, and make way to the living 
spright ! 



xxxni. 

** If ever love of lady did empierce 
Your yron brestes, or pittie could find place, 
Withhold your bloody handes from battaill fierce ; 
And, sith for me ye fight, to me this grace 
Both yield, to stay your deadly stryfe a space." 
They stay da while : and forth she gan proceede : 
" Most wretched woman and of wicked race. 
That am the authour of this hainous deed. 
And cause of death betweene two doughtie knights 
do breed ! 



XXXIV. 



tt 



But, if for me ye fight, or me will serve, 
Not this rude kynd of battaill, nor these armes 
Are meet, the which doe men in bale to sterve, 
And doolefiill sorrowe heape with deadly harmes : 
Such cruell game my scarmoges disarmes. 
Another warre, and other weapons, I 
Doe love, where Love does give his sweete alarmrs 
Without bloodshed, and where the enimy 
Does yield unto his foe a pleasaunt victory. 

XXXV. 

*' Debatefull strife, and cruell enmi^. 
The famous name of knighthood fowly shend ; 
But lovely peace, and gentle amity, 
And in amours the passing howres to spend, 
The mightie martiall handes doe most commend ; 
Of love they ever greater glory bore 
Then of their armes : Mars is Cupidoes frend. 
And is for Venus loves renowmed more 
Then all his wars and spoiles, the which he did of 
yore. 

XXXVI. 

Therewith she sweetly smyld. They, though full 
To prove extremities of bloody fight, [bent 

Yet at her speach their rages g^ relent, 
And calme the sea of their tempestuous spight : 
Such powre have pleasing wordes ! Such is Sie might 
Of courteous clemency in gentle hart ! 
Now after all was ceast, the Faery knight 
Besought that damsell suffer him depart. 
And yield him ready passage to that other part. 

XXXVII. 

She no lease glad then he desirous was 

Of his departure thence ; for of her ioy 

And vaine delight she saw he light did pas, 

A foe of folly and immodest toy, 

Still Bolemne sad, or still disdainfuU coy ; 

Delighting all in armes and cruell warre. 

That her sweete peace and pleasures did annoy. 

Troubled with terrour and unquiet iarre. 

That she well pleased was thence to amove him farre. 

xxxvui. 

Tho him she brought abord, and her swift bote 
Forthwith directed to that further strand ; 
The which on the dull waves did lightly flote. 
And soone arrived on the shallow sand. 
Where gladsome Guyon salied forth to land, 
And to that damsell thankes gave for reward. 
Upon that shore he spyed A tin stand, 
There by his maister left, when late he far'd 
In Phsedrias flitt barck over that perlous shard. 
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ZXZIZ. 

WflQ eoold he lum remember, nth of late 

Ha with Pjrrodes sharp debatement made : 

Btreight gan he him revyle, and bitter rate, 

As abepheardes curre, that in darke erenin^^s shade 

Hath tractad forth some salvage beastes tnSe : 

" Vile mJacreannt," said be, '* whether dost thou flye 

The shame and death, which will thee soon invade 1 

What eoward hand shall doe thee next to dye, 

That art thna fowly fledd from fiunoos enimy V 



i»» 



XL. 

With that he stifly ahooke bis steelhead dart : 
But sober Guyon hearing him so rayle. 
Though somewhat moved in his mightie hart, 
Yet with strong reason maistred passion fraile, ' 
And passed fttyrely forth : he, taming taile, 
Backe to the strond retyrd, and there still stayd, 
Awaiting passage, which him late did faile ; 
The whuea Cymochles with that wanton mayd 
The bisty heat of his avowd revenge delayd. 

xu. 

'Whylest there (he varlet stood, he saw from farre 
An armed knight that towardes him fast ran 3 
He ran on foot, as if in lacklesse warre 
Hia f6rloine steed from him the victour wan : 
He seemed breathlesse, bartlesse, faint, and wan ; 
And all his armour sprinckled was with blood, 
And soyld with durtie gore, that no man can 
Piseenie the hew thereof ; he never stood, 
But bent his hastie course towardes the Ydle flood. 



XLII. 

The Tarlet saw, when to the flood be came 
How without stop or stay be fiersly lept. 
And dettpe himseife beducked in the same. 
That in the lake his loftie crest was stept, 
Ne of his safetie seemed care he kept ; 
But with his raging armes be rudely flasbt 
The waves about, and all his armour swept. 
That all the blood and filth away was washt ; 
Yet still he bet the water, and the billowes dasht. 

xun. 

Attn drew nigh to weet what it mote bee ; 
For much he wondered at that 6ncouth sight : 
Wfaom should he but bis own deare lord there see. 
His owne deare lord Pyrochles in sad plight, 
Ready to drowne himseife for fell despight : 
" Harrow now, out and well away !" he cryde, 
" What dismall day hath lent tliis cursed light, 
To see my lord so deadly damnifyde ? 
Pyyoohles, O Pyrochles, what is thee betyde ? 



xuv. 

*I bume, I bume, I bume," then lowd he cryde, 

" O how I bume with implacable fyre ! 

Yet nought can quench mine inly flaming syde, 

Nor sea of licour cold, nor lake of m3rre ; 

Nothing but death can doe me to respyre." 

** Ah ! be it," said he, " from P3nx)cbles farre 

After pursewing death once to requyre. 

Or think, that ought those puissant hands may marre : 

Aeath is for wretches borne under unhappy starrc." 



XLV. 

" Perdye, then is it fitt for me," said he, 
" That am, I weene, most wretched man alive ; 
Burning in flames, yet no flames can I see. 
And, dying dayly, dayly yet revive : 
O Atin, helpe to me last death to give !*' 
The varlet at his plaint was grievd so sore, 
That his deepe-wounded hart in two did rive ; 
And, bis owne health remembring now no more. 
Did follow that ensample which he blam'd afore. 

XLVX. 

Into the lake he lept his lord to ayd, 

(So love the dread of daunger doth despise,) 

And, of him catching hold, him strongly stayd 

From drowning ; but more happy he tben wise 

Of that keas nature did him not aviso : 

The waves thereof so slow and sluggish were, 

Engrost with mud which did them fowle agrise. 

That every weighty thing they did upbeare, 

Ne ought mote ever sinck downe to the bottom there. 

Whyles thus the^ stragled in that Ydle wave, 
And strove in vame, the one himseife to drowna 
The other both from drowning for to save ; 
Lo ! to that shore one in an auncient gowne, 
Whose hoary locks great g^vitie did crowne, 
Holding in hand a goodly arming sword, 
By fortune came, leud with the troublous sowne : 
Where drenched deepe he fownd in that dull ford 
The carefull servaunt stry ving with his raging lord. 

I XLVIU. 

Him Atin spying knew right well of yore. 
And lowdly cald ; '* Help ! helpe, O Archimage, 
To save my lord in wretched plight forlore ; 
Helpe with thy hand, or with thy counsell sage : 
Weake handes, but counsell is most strong in age. 
Him when the old man saw, he woundred sore 
To see Pyrochles there so rudely rage : 
Yet sitbens helpe, he saw, be needed more 
Then pitty, he in hast approched to the shore. 

XLIZ. 

And cald ; " Pyrochles, what is this I see ? 

What hellish fury hath at earst thee bent 1 

Furious ever I thee knew to bee. 

Yet never in this straunge astonishment." 

" These flames, these flames !" he cryde, " doe me 

torment !" 
" What flames," quoth be, " when I thee present see 
In daunger rather to be drent then brent ?" 
'* Harrow ! the flames which me consume," said be, 
Ne can be quencht, within my secret boweUes bee* 



" That cursed man, that cmel feend of hell. 
Furor, oh ! Furor hath me thus bedight : 
His deadly woundes within my liver swell, 
And his whott fyre bumes in mine entralles bright. 
Kindled through bis infemall brond of spight, 
Sith late with him I batteill vaine would boste 5 
That now I weene loves dreaded thunder light 
Does scorch not halfe so sore, nor damned ghoste 
In flaming Phlegeton does not so felly roste." 
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Which whenas Archimago heard, his griefe 

He knew right well, and him attonce disarm'd : 

Then seareht his secret woundes, and made a priefe 

Of every place that was with hruzing haimd. 

Or with the hidden fier inly warmd. 

Which dobn, he balmes and herhes thereto applyde. 

And evermore with mightie spels them charmd ; 

•That in short space he has them qualifyde. 

And him restord to helth, that would have algates dyde* 



CANTO VII. 



Guyon findes Mammon in a delve 
Sunning his threasure hore ; 

Is by him tempted, and led downe 
To see his secrete store. 



As pilot well expert in perilous wave, 
That to a stedfast starre his course hath bent. 
When foggy mistes or cloudy tempests have 
The fiedthfull light of that faire lampe yblent. 
And covered heaven with hideous dreriment ; 
Upon his card and compas firmes his eye 
The maysters of his Icmg experiment. 
And to them does the steddy helme apply. 
Bidding his winged vessell fairely forward fly : 

n. 

So Guyon having lost his tmstie guyde. 

Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, proceedes 

Yet on his way, of none accompanyde ; 

An evermore himselfe with comfort feedes 

Of his owne yertues and praise-worthie deedes. 

So, long he yode, yet no adventure found. 

Which Fame of her shrill trompet worthy reedes : 

For still he traveild through wide wastfull ground. 

That nought but desert wildemesse shewd aU around. 

in. 

At last he came unto a gloomy glade, 
Cover'd with boughes and shrubs from heavens light, 
Whereas he sitting found in secret shade 
And uncouth, salvage, and uncivile wight. 
Of griesly hew and fowle iU-favour'd sight ; 
His foce with smoke was tand, and eies were bleard. 
His head and beard with sout were ill bedight. 
His cole-blacke hands did seeme to hare ben seard 
In smythes fire-spitting forge, and nayles like clawes 
appeard. 

IV. 

His yron cote, aU overgrowne with rust. 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
Whose glistring glosse, darkned with filthy dust. 
Well yet appered to have beene of old 
A worke of rich entayle and curious mould. 
Woven with antickes and wyld ymagery : 
And in his lap a masse of coyne he told, 
^nd turned upside downe, to feede his eye 
d covetous desire with his huge threasury. 



▼• 



And round about him lay on every side 

Great heapes of gold that never could be spent , 

Of which some were rude owre, not purifide 

Of Mulcibers devouring element ; 

Some others were new driven, and distent 

Into great ingowes and to wedges square ; 

Some in round plates withouten moniment : 

But most were stampt, aud in there metal bare 

The Antique shapes of kings and Kesars straung an4 



rare. 



VI. 



Soone as he Guyon saw, in great affright 
And haste he rose for to remove aside 
Those pretious hils from straungers envious sight. 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide : 
But Guyon, lightly to him leaping, stayd 
His hand that trembled as one terrifyde ; 
And though himselfe were at the sight dismay d. 
Yet him perforce restraynd, and to him doubtfull 
sayd; 



vn. 



n 



What art thou, man, (if man at all thou art,) 
That here in desert hast thine habitaunce, 
And these rich hils of welth doest hide apart 
From the worldes eye, and from her right usaunce V 
Thereat, with staring eyes fixed askaunce. 
In great disdaine he answerd : " Hardy Elfe, 
That darest view my direful countenaunce ! 
I read thee rash and heedlesse of thyselfe. 
To trouble my still seate and heapes of pretious pelfc 



vin. 

*' God of the world and worldlings I me call. 

Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye. 

That of my plenty poure out unto all, 

And unto none my graces do envye : 

Riches, renowme, and principality. 

Honour, estate, and all this wordes good. 

For which men swinck and sweat incessantly. 

Fro me do flow into an ample flood, 

And in the hollow earth have their etemall broody 
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" Wherefore if me thoa deigne to serve and sew. 
At thy eommaimd lo ! all Uiese monntaiues bee : 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy yew, 
All these may not suffise, there shall to thee 
Ten times so much be nombred francke and free." 
<( Mammcm/' said he " thy godheads vaunt is vaine, 
And idle offers of thy golden fee ; 
To them that covet such eye-glutting g^aine 
Proffer thy gifkes, and fitter servaunts entertaine. 



" Me ill befits, that in derdoing armes 
And hononrs suit my vowed daies do spend, 
Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleasing charmes, 
With which weake men thou witchest, to attend ; 
Rmrd of worldly mucke doth fowly blend 
And low abase the high heroicke spright, 
That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend : 
Faire shields, gay steedes, bright armes, be my delight ; 
Those be the riches fit for an adventurous knight" 

zx. 

" Vaiiie gloxiouB Elfe,'* saide he, ' ' doest not thou weet. 
That money can thy wantes at will supply 1 
Shields, steeds, and armes, and all things for thee 
It can purvey in twinckling of an eye ; [meet, 

And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in dust doth ly. 
And him that raignd into his rowme thrust downe ; 
Andy whom I lust, do heape with glory and renowne?' 

xn. 

*' All otherwise," saide he, " I riches read. 

And deeme them roote of all disquietnesse ; 

First got with guile, and then preserv'd with dread, 

And after ep^nt with pride and lavishnesse. 

Leaving behind them griefe and heavinesse : 

Infinite mischiefes of them doe arize ; 

Strifo and debete, bloodshed and bittemesse, 

Ontngeous wrong and hellish covetize ; 

Ihtt noble heart, as great diahonourj doth despize. 



xm. 

*' Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thine ; 
But reafanes and rulers thou doest both confound. 
And loyall truth to treason doest incline : 
Witnesse the guilUesse blood pourd oft on groimd ; 
The crowned often slaine ; the slayer cround ; 
The sacred diademe in peeces rent ; 
And purple robe gored with many a wound : 
Castles surprizd ; great cities sackt and brent : 
So mak'st thou kings, and gaynest wrongful! 
government' 

nv. 

** Long were to tell the troublous stormes that tosse 
The private state, and make the life unsweet : 
VHio swelling sayles in Caspian sea doth crosse. 
And in frayle wood on Adrian gulf doth fleet. 
Doth not, I weene, so many evils meet." [sayd. 
Then Mammon wexing wroth ; " And why then, ' 
" Are mortall men so fond and undiscreet 
So eviU thing to seeke unto their ayd ; 
And, having not, complaine ; and, having it 
upbrayd V' 



XV. 

" Indeed," quoth he, *' through fowle intemperaunce, 

Frayle men are oft captiv'd to covetise : 

But would they thinke with how small allowa(ince 

Untroubled nature doth herselfe suffise. 

Such superfluities they would despise, 

Wliich with sad cares empeach our native ioyes. 

At the well-head the purest streames arise ; 

But mucky filth his braunching armes annoyes. 

And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave accloyes. 



XVI. 

*' The Antique world, in his first flowring youth, 

Fownd no defect in his Creators grace ; 

But with glad thankes, and unreproved truth. 

The guiftes of soveraine bounty did embrace : 

Like angels life was then mens happy cace: 

But later ages pride, like corn-fed steed, 

Abusd her plenty and fat-swolne encreace 

To all licentious lust, and gan exceed 

The measure of her means and naturall first need. 



xvn. 

" Then gan a cursed hand the quiet wombe 

Of his great grandmother with Steele to wound. 

And the hid treasures in her sacred tombe 

With sacriledge to dig : therein he fownd 

Fountaines of gold and silver to abownd. 

Of which the matter of his huge desire 

And pompous pride eftsoones he did compowiid ; 

I'hen Avarice gan through his veines inspire 

His greedy flames, and londled life-devouring fire/^, 

xvui. 

" Sonne," said he then, " lett be thy bitter scome, 
And leave the rudenesse of that Antique age 
To them, that liv'd therin in state forlome. 
Thou, that doest live in later times must wage 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee list my offred giace to use. 
Take what thou please of all this surplusage ; 
If thee list not, leave have thou to refuse : 
But thing refused doe not afterward accuse*" 

XIX. 

" Me list not," said the Elfin knight, " receave 
Thing offred, tQl I know it well be eott ; 
Ne wote I but thou didst these goods bereave 
From rightful! owner by unrighteous lott, 
Or that blood-guiltinesse or guile them blott. 
** Perdy," quoth he, " yet never eie did vew, 
Ne tong did tell, ne hand these liandled not ; 
But safe I have them kept in secret mew 
From hevens sight and powre of al which them 
poursew." 

XX. 
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" What secret place," quoth he, " can safely hold 
So huge a masse, and hide from heavens eie ? 
Or where hast thou thy wonne, that so much gold 
Thou canst preserve from wrong and robl)ery ?" 
" Come thou," quoth he, " and see." So by and by 
Through that thick covert he him led, and fownd 
A darksome way, which no man could descry. 
That deepe descended through the hollow grownd. 
And was with dread and horror compassed arownd. 
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-xzi. 

At length they came into a larger space, 

lliat stretcht itselfe into an ample pla3me ; 

Through which a beaten broad high way did trace. 

That slreight did lead to Plutoes griesly rayne : 
By that wayes side there sate infemall Payne, 
Knd fast beside him sate tumultuous Strife ; 

The one in hand an jron whip did strayne. 

The other brandished a bloody knife ; 

And both did gnash their teeth, and both did threaten 
life. 

XXII. 

Dn th 'other side in one consort there sate 

Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Despight, 

Disloyall Treason, and hart-burning Hate ', 

But gnawing Gealosy, out of their sight 

Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight ; 

And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly, 

And found no place wher safe he shroud him might : 

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye ; 

And Shame his ugly iace did hide urom Uying eye. 

zxiii. 

And over them sad Horror with grim hew 
Did alwaies sore, beating his yron wings ; 
And after him owles and ni^ht-ravens flew. 
The hateful] messengers of heavy things. 
Of death and dolor telling sad tidings ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, sitting on a clifte, 
A song of bale and bitter sorrow sings. 
That hart of flint asonder could have rifte ; 
Which having ended after him she flyeth swifte. 

XXTV. 

Ill these before the gates of Pluto lay ; 
By whom they passing spake unto them nought. 
But th' Elfin knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 
At last him to a little dore he brought, 
That to the gate of hell, which gaped wide. 
Was next acUoyning, ne them parted ought : 
Betwixt them both was but a uttle stride. 
That did the House of Richesse from Hell-moatb 
divide. 

XXV. 

Before the dore sat selfe-consuming Care, 
Day and night keeping wary watch and ward. 
For feare least Force or Fraud should unaware 
Breake in, and spoile the treasure there in gard : 
Ne would he suffer Sleepe once thether-ward 
Approch, albe his drowsy den were next ; 
For next to Death is Sleepe to be compard ; 
Therefore his house is unto his annext : 
Here Sleep, there Richesse, and Hel-gate them both 
betwext. 

XXVI. 

So soon as Mammon there arrivd, the dore 

To him did open and affborded way : 

Him folio wea eke Sir Guyon evermore, 

Ne darknesse him ne daunger might dismay. 

Soone as he entred was, the dore streightway 

Did shutt, and from behind it forth there lept 

An ugl^ feend, more fowle then dismall day ; 

The which with monstrous stalke behind hmi stept. 

And ever as he went dew watch upon him kept. | 



XXVII. 

Well hoped hee, ere long that hardy guest. 
If ever covetous hand, or lustfull eye. 
Or lips he layd on thing that likt mm best. 
Or ever sleepe his eie-strings did untye. 
Should be his pray : and therefore still on hye 
He over him did hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatning with greedy gripe to doe him dye, 
And rend in peeces with his ravenous pawes. 
If ever he transgrest the fatall Stygian lawes. 

zxvin. 

That houses forme within Was rude and strong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky clifte, 
From whose rough vaut the ragged breaches hong 
Embost with massy gold of glorious guifte. 
And with rich metell loaded every rifte. 
That heavy mine they did seeme to threatt 
And over them Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, aud sprMl her subtile nett, 
Enwrapped in fowle smoke and clouds more black 
than iett. 

zxix. 

Both roofe, and floore, and walls, were all of gold. 
But overgowne with dust and old decay, 
And hid in darknes, that none could behold 
The hew thereof ; for vew of cherefiill day 
Did never in that house itselfe display. 
But a faint shadow of uncertein light ; 
Such as a lamp, whose life does &de away ; 
Or as the moone, cloathed with clowdy night. 
Does shew to him that walkes in feare and sad 
affright. 

XXX. 

In all that rowme was nothing to be seene 
But huffe great yron chests, and coffers strong, 
All bard with double bends, that none could weene 
lliem to enforce by violence or wrong ; 
On every side they placed were along. 
But all the grownd with sculs was scattered 
And dead mens bones, which round about were flong j 
Whose lives, it seemed, whilome there were shed. 
And there vile carcases now left unburied. 



XXI. 

They forward passe ; ne Guyon yet spoke word. 
Till that they came unto an 3rron dore. 
Which to them opened of his owne accord. 
And shewd of ricnesse such exceeding store. 
As eie of man did never see before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd. 
Though all the wealth, which is or was of yore, 
Couldgatherd be through all the world arownd. 
And that above were added to that under grownd. 

ZXXII. 

The charge thereof unto a covetous spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and night. 
From other covetous feends it to defend, 
Who it to rob and ransacke did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that warriour, said ; 
" Loe, here the worldes blis ! loe, here the end 
To which al men do ayme, rich to be ipade ! 
Such g^race now to be happy is before thee laid."^ 



V 
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" CortM," wfd be, •' I n'iU thine offrad gnoe, 
Ne to be luide ao bsppy doe intend ! 
Another Uis befiDre mine eyes I piece, 
AmndiiMi' hnppiinee, another end. 
To them, that liat, tbeee beM regardee I lend : 
But I in snnee, and in atchieTnnenta brave. 
Do lather ehooee my flitting bonree to spend. 
And to be lord of thoae that riches hare, 
Than them to have my lelie, and be their aenrile 
•dsTe.'* 

: XZZIT. 

Tbaraat the fiiend hia gnaahing teeth did grate, 
And grioT'd, ao kmg to lacke hia greedie pray ; 
For well be weened that ao glorioua bayte 
Would tempt hia gveat to take thereof aaaay : 
Had he ao doen, be had him anatcht away 
More li^ht than enlver in the &ulcons fiat : 
Elani^f God thee aave from auch decay ! 
Bnt, whenaa Mammon aaw hia purpose mist, 
Hka to eotrap onwaraa another way he wist. 

zzzv. 

Thenee, fin w aid be him ledd and shortly brought 
Unto another rowme, whoae dore forthright 
To him did open aa it had beene tauglit : 
Tharain an hnndred rannges weren pight, 
And hnndred firamaeea all burning bright : 
By ereiy fonrnace many feenda did byde, 
JMbrmed ereatorea, horrible in sight ; 
And ereiy feend bis busie paines applyde 
To jnalt Uie golden metall, ready to be tryde. 

ZXXVI. 

One with gnat bdlowes ntbered filling ayre. 
And with forat wind the tewell did inflame ; 
Another did the djrinr bronds repayre 
With vron tonga, anci sprinckledf ofte the same 
With taqnid warea, fiers Vulcans r^e to tame. 
Who, mayatring them, renewd bis £rmer heat : 
Some aeumd the drosae that from the metall came ; 
Some atiid the molten owre with ladles great : 
And eveiy one did awincke, and every one did sweat. 

xxzvu. 

Bat, when an earthly wight they present saw 

Glistring in armea and batuilous aray, 

Fromi their whot work they did themselves withdraw 

To wonder at the sight ; for, till that day, 

Ther never creature aaw that cam that way : 

Their ataring eyea aparckling with fervent fyre 

And ogly a&pea did nigh the man dismay, 

Tbat, were it not for shame, he would retyre ; 

Tin that him thua bespake their soveraine lord and 



ZZZIZ. 



avre: 



ZXZ villi 



" Behold, thou Faeries sonne, with mortall eye. 
That living eye before did never see ! 
The thing, that thou didst crave so earnestly. 
To weet whence all the wealth late shewd by mee 
Proceeded, lo ! now is reveald to thee. 
Here is the fountaine of the worldes good ! 
Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Aviso thee well, and chaunge thy wilful mood ; 
Least thou perhaps hereafter vish, and be with- 
atood." 



" Suflise it then, thou mone^'-god,*' quoth hee« 

*' That all thine vdle oflferd 1 rt'fuse. 

All that I npttl t have ; what ueedeth mee 

To covet more thou I have cause to use ? 

With auch vuine shewiM thy wurldliiigi's vyle abuse : 

Hut f^ivH me li-uve to fullMW mine emprise." 

Mammon was much disiileasd, yet no le he chuse 

Hut heare the rij^our of liiH ImiIJ mesprise : 

And thence him forward ledd, him further to entisoi 



He brought him, through a darksom narrow atrayt. 

To a bnwd gate all built of beaten gold : 

l*he gate wos o])en ; hut therein did wnyt 

A stunlie villein, Htryding stifle and bold, 

As if the Highest (iod defy he would : 

In hiA right hand an yron club he held. 

Hut he himsieire was all of golden mould. 

Vet had both life and sence, and well could weld 

That cursed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 

ZLI. 

Disdayne he called was, and did disdayne 
To be ao cald, and who so did him call : 
Stenie was his looke, and full of stumacke vayne ; 
His portuunce terrible, and stature tall. 
Far passing tii' hight of men terrestriall ; 
Like an huge gyant of the Titans race ; 
That made him scome all creatures gpreat and small. 
And with his pride all others jMwre deface : 
More fitt emoust black fiendes then men to have hia 
place. 

ZLII. 

Soone as those glitterand armes he did espye, 

lliat with their briglituesse made that darknes light. 

His harmefuU club he gan to hurtle hye. 

And threaten batteill to the Faer)' knight ; 

Who likewise ejtin himselfe to batteill dight. 

Till Mammon did his hasty hand withhold, 

And counsold him abstaiue from perilous fight ; 

For nothing might abash the villein bold, 

Ne mortall Steele emperce his miscreated mould. 

XLiir. 

So having him with reason pacifyde, 
A nd that fiers carle commaunding to forbeare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large and wyde. 
As it some gyeld or solemne temple weare ; 
Many g^eat golden pillours did upbears 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne ; 
And every pillour decked was full deare 
With crownes, and diademes, and titles vame. 
Which mortall princes wore whiles they on earth did 
rayne. 

XLIV. 

A route of people there assembled were. 

Of every sort and nation under skye. 

Which with great uprore preaced to draw nere 

To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye 

A stately siege of soveraine maiestye ; 

And thereon satt a woman gorgeous gay. 

And richly cladd in robes of royaltye. 

That never earthly prince in such aray 

His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde display. 
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XLV. 



Her face right wondrous fkire did seeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim shade, that all men might it see ; 
Yet was not that same her owne natire hew. 
But wrought by art and counterfetted shew. 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call ; 
Nath'lesse most hevenly faire in deed and yew 
She by creation was, till she did fall ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her crime 
withaU. 

XLYI. 

There, as in glistring glory she did sitt. 
She held a great gold chaine ylincked well. 
Whose upper end to highest lieyen was knitt. 
And lower part did reach to lowest hell ; 
And all that preace did rownd about her swell 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To climbe aloft, and others to excell : 
That was Ambition, rash desire to sty, 
And every linck thereof a step of dignity. 

ZLvn. 

Some thought to raise themselves to high degree 

By riches and unrighteous reward ; 

Some by close shouldring ; some by flatteree ; 

Others through friendes ; others for base *«gard; 

And all, by wrong waies, for themselves pi^pard : 

Those, that were up themselves, kept others low ; 

Those, that were low themselves, held others hard, 

Ne suffred them to ryse or greater grow ; 

But every one did strive his fellow tiovme to throw. 

XLvnx. 

"Which whenas Guy on saw, he gan inquire. 
What meant that preace about uat ladies throne. 
And what she was that did so high aspyre 1 
Him Mammon answered ; " That goodly one, 
Whom all that folke with such contention 
Doe flock about, my deare, my daughter is : 
Honour and dignitie ^m her alone 
Derived are, and all this worldes blis. 
For which ye men doe strive ; few gett, but many 
mis: 

XLIX. 

" And fayre Philotim6 she rightly hight. 

The fairest wieht that wonneth under skle. 

But that this darksom neather world her light 

Doth dim with horror and deformity, 

Worthie of heven and hye felicitie. 

From whence the gods have her for envy thrust : 

But, sith thou hast found favour in mine eye, 

Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust ; 

That soe may thee advance for works and merits iust." 

" Gramercy, Mammpn," said the gentle knight, 
" For so great grace and ofired high estate ; 
But I, that am fnjle flesh and earthly wight, 
Unworthy match for such immortall mate 
Myselfe well wote, and mine unequall fate : 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight. 
And love avowd to other lady late, 
That to remove the same I have no might : 
"^ "» chaunge love causelesse is reproch to warlike I 
koigbt" ^ * 



Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fayne, him forth thence ledd, 
Through griesly shtdowes by a beaten path. 
Into a gardin goodly garnished [redd : 

With hearbs and fruits, whose kinds mote not be 
Not such as earth out of her fruitful! woomb, 
Throwes forth to men, sweet and well savored, 
But direful! deadly black, both leafe and bloom, 
Fitt to adorne the dead and deck the drery toombe. 

ui. 

There mournful 1 C3rpresse grew in greatest store ; 

And trees of bitter gall ; and heben sad 

Dead sleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ; 

Cold coloquintida \ and tetra mad ; 

Mortal! samnitis ; and cicuta bad. 

With which th' uniust Atheniens made to dy 

Wise Socrates, who, thereof quaffing glad, 

Pourd out his life and last philosophy 

To the fayre Critias, his dearest belamy ! 



Lin. 

The gardin of Proserpina this hight : 

And in the midst thereof a silver seat. 

With a thick arber goodly over dight, 

In which she often usd U'om open heat 

Herselfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat : 

Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree. 

With brauncbes broad dispredd and body great. 

Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote see. 

And loaden all vrith firuit as thick as it might bee. 

LIV. 

Their fruit were golden apples glistring bright. 
That goodly was their glory to behold; 
On earth like never grew, ne living wight 
Like ever saw, but they from hence were sold ; 
For those, which Hercules with conquest bold 
Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began, 
And planted there did bring forth fruit of gold , 
And those, with which th' Euboean young man wan 
Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 

LV. 

Here also sprong that goodly golden fruit. 

With which Acontius got his lover trew. 

Whom he had long time sought with fr^tlesse suit : 

Here eke that famous golden apple grew. 

The which emongst the gods false Ate threw \ 

For which th' Idaean ladies disagreed. 

Till partial! Paris dempt it Venus dew. 

And had of her fayre Helen for his meed. 

That many noble Greekes and Troians made to bleed. 



LVI. 

The warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree. 
So fayre and g^eat, that shadowed all the ground ; 
And his broad brauncbes laden with rich fee. 
Did stretch themselves without the utmost bound 
Of this g^eat g^ardin, compast with a mound : 
Which over-hanging, they themselves did steepe 
In a blacke flood, which flow'd about it round ; 
That is the river of Cocytus deepe, 
In which full many soules do endlesse wayle an J 
weepe. 
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LTU. 

Which to hehold he clomb up to the bancke ; 
And, looking downe, saw many damned wightes 
In those sad wavei, which direfull deadly stancke, 
Plonged continually of cruell sprightes, 
That with their piteous cryes, and yelling shrightes, 
They made the nuther shore resounden wide : 
Emongst the rest of those same rueful! sightes, 
One cursed creature he by cbaunce espide, 
That drenched lay full deepe under the garden side. 

LYin. 

Deepe was he drenched to the upmost chin. 
Yet gaped still as coretine to dnnke 
Of the cold liquor which he waded in ; 
And, stretching forth his hand, did of^en thinke 
To reach the fruit which grew upon the brincke ; 
But both the fruit from hand, and flood from mouth. 
Did fly abacke, and made him ^nely swincke ; 
The whilea he sterr'd with hunger and with drouth 
He daily dyde, jret never throughly dyen couth. 



ux. 

The knight, him seeing labour so in vaine, 

Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby 1 

Who, groning deepe, thus answerd bim againe ; 

"Most cursed of all creatures under skye, 

Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye ! 

Of whom high love wont whylome feasted bee ; 

Lo« here I now for want of food doe dye I 

But, if that thou be such as I thee see, 

Of giaee I pray thee g^re to eat and drinke tomee ! 



»i 



LZ. 



" Nay* nay, thou greedy Tantalus," quoth he, 

'* Abide the fortune of thy present fate ; 

And, nnto all that live in high degree, 

Ensample be of mind intemperate. 

To teach them how to use their present state." 

Then gan the cursed wretch alowd to cry, 

Accusing highest love and gods ingrate ; 

And eke blaspheming heaven bitterly, 

^ aathor of uniustice, there to let him dye. 



LZI. 



/Te lookt a litle further, and espyde 
Another wretch, whose carcas deepe was drent 
Within the river which the same did hyde : 
But both his bandes most filthy feculent, 
Above the water were on high extent. 
And faynd to wash themselves incessantly. 
Yet nothing cleaner were for such intent, 
But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 
80 lost his labour vaine and ydle industry. 



« 



LZII. 

The knight, him calling, asked who he was T 

Who, lifting up his head, him answerd thus ; 

" I Pilate am, the falsest iudge, alus ! 

And most uniust ; that, by unrighteous 

And wicked doome, to lewes deit])iteou3 

Delivered up the Lord of Life to dye, 

And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 

The whiles my haudes I washt in purity. 

The whUes my soule was soyld with fowle iniquity. 

LXIII. 

Infinite moe tormented in like peine 

He there beheld, too long here to be told : 

Ne Mammon would there let him long remayne. 

For terrour of the tortures manifold. 

In which the damned soules he did behold. 

But roughly him bespake : "1 hou feorefull foole. 

Why takest not of that same fruite of gold ? 

Ne sittest downe on that same silver stoole. 

To rest thy weary person in the shadow coole?" 

LZIV. 

All which he did to do him deadly fall 

In frayle intemperaunce through sinfull bay t ; 

To which if he inclyned had at all. 

That dreadful! feend, which did behinde him wayt. 

Would him have rent in thousand peeces strayt : 

But he was wary wise in all his way. 

And we! perceived liis deceitful! sleight, 

Ne suifred lust his safety to betray : 

So goodly did l>eguile the guyler of his pray. 

LXV. 

And now he has so long remained theare. 
That vital! powres gan wexe both weake and wan 
For want of food and sleepe, which two up!>eare. 
Like mightie pillours, this frayle life of man. 
That none without the same enduren can : 
For now three dayes of men were full outwrought. 
Since he this hardy enterprize l>egan : 
Forthy great Mammon fa3rrely he besought 
Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him 
brought. 

LXTI. 

The god, though loth, yet was constraynd t* olmy , 

For lenger time, then that, no living wight 

Below me earth might sufiired be to sta^ ; 

So backe againe him brought to living light. 

But all so soone as his enfeebled spright 

Gan sucke this vital! ayre into liis brest. 

As overcome with too exceeding might. 

The life did flit away out of her nest. 

And all his sences were with deadly fit opprest. 
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XXIII. 



By this, that streunger Icnight in presence came. 

And goodly salved them ; who nought againe 

Him answered, as courtesie hecame ; 

But with Sterne lookes, and stomachous disdaine, 

Gave signes of grudge and discontentment vaine : 

Then, turning to the palmer he gan spy 

Where at his feet, with sorrowfull demayne 

And deadly hew, an armed corse did lye, 

In whose aead face he redd great magnanimity. 



XXIV. 



Said he then to the palmer ; *' Reverend syre, 
What great misfortune hath betidd this knight ? 
Or did his life her fatall date exjwre. 
Or did he fall by treason, or by fight ? 
However, sure I rew his pitteous plight." 
" Not one, nor other," sayd the palmer grave, 
" Hath him befalne ; but cloudes of deadly night 
Awhile his heavy eylids cover'd have. 
And aJl hissences downed in deep sencelesse wave : 



XXV. 

" Which those his cruell foes, that stand hereby, 
Making advantage, to revenge their spight. 
Would him disarme and treaten shamefully ; 
Unworthie usage of redoubted knight ! 
But you, faire sir, whose honourable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace. 
Mote I beseech to succour his sad plight. 
And by your powre protect his feeble cace ! 
First prayse of knighthood is, fowle outrage to de- 
face." 

XXVI. 

*' Palmer," said he, " no knight so rude, I weene. 

As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost : 

Ne was there ever noble corage seene. 

That in advauntage would his puissaunce host: 

Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most. 

May bee, that better reason will aswage 

The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost. 

Have secrete powre t' appease inflamed rage : 

If not, leave unto me thy knights last patronage. 



ff 



xxvu. 

Tho, turning to those brethren, thus bespoke ; 
" Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might. 
It seemes, iust vfnronges to vengeaimce doe provoke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead-seeming knight. 
Mote ought allay the storme of your despight, 
And settle patience in so furious heat? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right. 
But for his carkas pardon I entreat. 
Whom fortune hath already laid in lowest seat" 

xxvm. 

To whom Cymochles said ; " For what art thou. 
That mak'st thyselfe his dayes-man, to prolong 
The vengeaunce prest? Or who shall let me now 
On this vile body from to wreak my wrong. 
And make his carkas as the outcast dong ? 
Why should not that dead carrion satisfye 
The guilt, which, if he lived had thus long. 
His life for dew revenge should deare abye ? 
The trespass still doth Uve, albee the person dye." 



XXIX. 

" Indeed," then said the prince, " the evill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the body first doth leave ; 
But from the grands3rre to the nephew es sonne 
And all his seede Che curse doth often cleave. 
Till vengeaunce utterly the guilt bereave : 
So streightly God doth iudge. But gentle knighr. 
That doth against the dead his hand upreare. 
His honour staines with rancour and despight. 
And great disparagment makes to his former might." 

XXX. 

Pyrochles gan reply the second tyme. 
And to him said ; " Now, felon, sure I read. 
How that thou art partaker of his cryme : 
Therefore by Termagaunt thou shalt be dead." 
With that, his hand, more sad than lomp of lead. 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
His owne good sword Morddure, to cleave his head. 
The faithfull Steele such treason no*uld endure, 
But, swarving from the marke, his lordes life did 
assure. 

XXXI. 

Yet was the force so furious and so fell. 
That horse and man it made to reele asyde : 
Nath*lesse the prince would not forsake his sell 
(For well of yore he learned had to ryde,) 
But full of anger fiersly to him cryde ; 
*' False traitour, miscreaunt, thou broken hast 
The law of armes, to strike foe undefide : 
But thou thy treasons fruit I hope shall taste 
Right sowre, and feele the law, the which thou hast 
defast" 

XXXII. 

With that his baleful! speare he fiercely bent 

Against the Pagans brest, and therewith thought 

His cursed life out of her lodg have rent : 

But, ere the point arrived where it ought. 

That seven-fold shield, which hefromGuyou brought. 

He cast between to ward the bitter stownd : 

Through all those foldes the steelehead passage 

wrought. 
And through his shoulder perst ; wherwith to ground 
He groveling feU, all gored in his gibing wound. 

xxxni. 

Which when his brother saw, fraught with great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped furiously. 
And fowly saide ; " By Mahoune, cursed thiefe. 
That direfuU stroke thou dearely shalt aby." 
Then, hurling up his harmefull blade on ny. 
Smote him so hugely on his haughtie crest. 
That from his saddle forced him to fly : 
Els mote it needes downe to his manly brest 
Have clefl his head in twaine, and life thence dis- 
possest. 

XXXIV. 

Now was the prince in daungerous distresse. 
Wanting his sword, when he on foot should fight : 
His single speare could doe him small redresse 
Against two foes of so exceeding might, 
The least of which was match for any knight. 
And now the other, whom he earst did daunt. 
Had reard himselfe againe to cruel fight 
Three times more furious and more puissaunt, 
UoQundfull of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt. 



vnL] 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



99 



xxzv. 

So hcah attmioe bim oburge on either syde 
Widi Indeoiu strokes and importable powre, 
llad feroed him his ground to traverse wyde, 
And wiselj watch to ward that deadly stowre : 
For on his shield, as thioke as stormie showre, 
Thar strokes did raine ; yet did he never qusile, 
Ne haekwaid sbrinke ; bat as a stedfast towre. 
Whom foe with double battry doth assaile, 
linm on her holwarire beares, and bids them nought 
STsfle* 

XXXVI. 

So stoutly he withstood their strong assay ; 
Till that at last, when he advantage spyde, 
His poynant speare he thrust with puissant sway 
At pnmd Cymochles, whiles his shield was wyde. 
That through his thirh the mortall Steele did gryde : 
He» Bwanring with the force, within bis flesh 
3)id hreake the hnnee, and let the head abyde : 
Out of the wound the red blood flowed fresh, 
That tmd«meath his feet soone made a purple plesh. 

vxxvn. 

HorriUy-then he gan to rage and rayle. 
Cursing his gods,, and himselfe damning deepe : 
Als when his brother saw the red blood rayle 
Adowne so last, and all bis armour steepe, 
For vary felnesse lowd he gan to weepe. 
And said ; *' Caytive, curse on tby cruell bond, 
That twise hath spedd ; yet shall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of tnis my fatall brond : 
Lot wboTB Ihe dreadful! Death behynd thy backe 
dothttond!" 

XXXVIII. 

With diat he strooke, and tb' other strooke withall, 
That nodung seemd mote beare so monstrous mij^ht : 
The one upon his covered shield did fall, * 
And ffUmneiog downe would not his owner oyte : 
But u' other did upon bis troncbeon smyte ; 
Which hewing quite asunder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte. 
The wldch dividing with imp6rtune swinr* 
Itseiad in his right side, and there the aini did stay. 

XXXIX. 

Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewarme flood. 
Red as the rose, thence gushed grievoasly ; 
Hist when the Paynym spyde the streammg blood. 
Gave him great hart and nope of victory. 
On th' other side, in huge perplexity 
The prinoe now stood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could be hurt, but still at warde did ly : 
Yet with his trooeheon he so rudely strolre 
Cyaioelileetinse, that twise him forst his foot revoke. 



XL. 

Whom when the palmer saw in such distresse. 
Sir Guybns sword he lightly to him raugbt, [blesse, 
And said ; " Fayre sonne, great God tby right hand 
To use that sword so well as he it ought !" 
Glad was the knight, and with fresh courage fraught, 
When as againe he armed felt his bond : 
Then like a lyon, which had long time saught 
His robbed whelpes, and at the last them fond 
Emongst the shepheard swaynes, then wexeth wood 
and yond : 



xu. 



So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either side, that neither mayle could hold, 
Ne shield defend the thunder of his throwes : 
Now to Pyrochles many strokes he told 3 
Eft to Cymoohles twise so many fold ; 
Then, backe againe turning his busie hond. 
Them both attonce compeld with courage bold 
To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling brond ; 
And though they both stood stiflfe, yet could not 
both withstond. 



xLn. 



As salvage bull, whom two fierce mastives bayt. 

When rancour doth with rage him once engorge. 

Forgets with wary warde them to awayt, 

But with his dreadfiill homes them drives afore. 

Or flings aloft, or treades downe in the flore. 

Breathing out wrath, and bellowing disdaine, 

lliat all the forest quakes to hear him rore : 

So rag'd Prince Arthur twizt his foemen twaine. 

That neither could his mightie pmssaunce sustaine. 



XLUI. 

But ever at Pjnrochles when he smitt, 
(Who Guyons shield cast ever him before. 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtract was writt,) 
His hand relented and the stroke forbore, 
And his dears hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim sav'd from deadly stowre : 
But him henceforth the same can save no more ; 
For now arrived is his fatall howre. 
That no'te avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. 

XLI7. 

For when Cymochles saw the fowle reproch. 
Which them appeached ; prickt with guMtie shame 
And inward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 
Hesolv'd to put away that loathly blame. 
Or dye with honour and desert of fame ; 
And on the haubergh stroke the prince so sore. 
That quite disparted all the linked frame, 
And pierced to the skin, but bit no more ; 
Yet made him twise to reele, that never moov'd 
afore. 

XLV. 

Whereat renfierst witli wrath and shaxp regret. 

He stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade. 

That it empierst the Pagans bur^et ; 

And, cleaving the hard Steele, did deepe invade 

Into his heacf, and ciuell passage made [ground. 

Quite through his brayne : he, tombling; downe on 

Breath'd out his ghost, which, to th' inremall shade 

Fast flying, there etemaU torment found 

For all the sinnes wherewith his lewd Itfe did abound. 



XLVI. 

Which when his german saw, the stony feare 
Ran to bis hart, and all his sence dismayd ; 
Ne thenceforth life ne corage did appeare : 
But, as a man whom hellish feendes have frayd. 
Long trembling still he stoode ; at last thus sayd ; 
" Traytour, what hast thou doen ! How ever may 
Thy cursed hand so cruelly have swayd 
Against that knight ! Harrow and well away ! 
After 80 wicked deede why liv*st thou lender daxj K" 
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XLvn. 

With that all desperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
Assembling all his force and utmost might. 
With his owne swerd he fierce at him did flye, 
And strooke, and foynd, and lasht outrageously, 
Withouten reason or regard. Well knew 
The prince, with pacience and sufferaunce sly. 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 
Tho, when this bre&thlesse woxe, that batteO gan 
renew. 

XLVIII. 

As when a windy tempest bloweth bye. 
That nothing may withstand his stormy stowre, 
The clowdes, as thinges afirayd, before }um flye ; 
But, all so soone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to showre : 
And, as in scome of his spent stormy spight. 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure : 
So did Prince Arthur beare himselfe in fight, 
And suffired nah Pyrochles waste his ydle might 

JCUX. 

At last whenas the Sarazin perceiy'd 
How that straunge sword refusd to serve his neede. 
But, when he stroke most strong, the dint deceived ; 
He flong it from him ; and, devoyd of dreed. 
Upon bun lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast. 
Thinking to overthrowe and downe him tred : 
But him in strength and skill the prince surpast. 
And through his nimble sleight did under hun down 
cast. 



Nought booted it the Paynim then to strive ; 

For as a bittur in the eagles clawe, 

That may not hope by flight to scape alive. 

Still waytes for death with dread and trembling aw ; 

So he, now subject to the victours law. 

Did not once move, nor upward cast his eye, 

For vile disdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 

His hart in twaine with sad meldncholy; 

As one that loathed life, and yet despysed to dye. 

u. 

But, full of princely bounty and great mind, 
The conqueror nought cared him to slay ; 
But, casting wronges and all revenge behind. 
More glory thought to give life then decay. 
And sayd ; " Paynim, this is thy dismal! aay ; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miscreaunce. 
And m^ true liegeman yield thyselfe for ay, 
Life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce. 
And flllthy wrongM will wipe out of my sovenaunce." 



ur. 



(( 



Foole," said the pagan, " I thy gift defye ; 
But use thy fortune, as it doth befall ; 
And say, tnat I not overcome doe dye. 
But in despight of life for death doe call." 
Wroth was the prince, and sory yet withall. 
That he so wilfully refused grace ; 
Yet, sith his fate so cruelly did fall. 
His shining helmet he gan soone unlace. 
And lef%6 his headlesse body bleeding all the place. 



By this. Sir Guyon from his traunce awakt. 

Life having maystered her senceless foe ; 

And looking up, whenas his shield he lakt 

And sword saw not, he wexed wondrous woe : 

But when the palmer, whom he long ygoe 

Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad he grew, 

And saide ; " Deare sir, whom wandring to and fro 

I long have lackt, I ioy thy face to vew ! 

Firme is thy fidth, whom daunger never fro me drew 

uv. 

" But read what wicked hand hath robbed mee 

Of my good sword and shield ? *' The palmer, glad 

With so fresh hew uprysing him to see. 

Him answered : " Fayre sonne, be no whit sad 

For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had." 

So gan he to discourse the whole debate, 

Which that straunge knight for him sustained had. 

And those two Sarazins confounded late. 

Whose carcases on ground were horribly prostr&te. 



LV. 



Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew. 
His hart with great affection was embayd. 
And to the prince, with bowing reverence dew. 
As to the patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 
"My lord, my liege, by whose most gratious ayd 
I live this day, and see my foes subdew d. 
What may suffice to be for meede repayd 
Of so great graces as ye have me shewil. 
But to be ever bound '— 



LVI. 

To whom the infant thus ; "Fayre sir, what need 
Good tumes be counted, as a servile bond. 
To bind their dooers to receive their meed ? 
Are not all knightes by oath bound to withstond 
Oppressours powre by armes and puissant bond ? 
Suffise, that I have done my dew in place." 
So goodly purpose they together fond 
Of kindnesse and of courteous ag^race ; 
The whiles false Archimage and Atin fled apoca* 



Caitto IX.3 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



101 



CANTO IX. 



The House of Temperaunce, in which 

Doth sober Alma dwell, 
Besieg^ of many foes, whom straunge- 

er knightes to flight compel!. 



X. 



Or an Gods worlces, which doe this worlde adome. 
There is no one more ftire and excellent 
Then is mans body, both for powre and forme. 
Whiles it is ke^ m sober government ; 
Bat none then it more fowie and indecent, 
Distempred throngh misrule and passions bace ; 
It grows a mcmster, and incontinent 
Doth lose his digni^ and native grace : 
Behold, who list, both one and other in this place. 



VI. 



n. 



After the Pajmim brethren conquered were, 
The Britoo prince recovering his stolne sword, 
And Onyan his lost shield, they both yfere 
Forth pMsed on their way in fayre accord. 
Tin him the prince with gentle court did bord -, 
• Sir knight, mote I of vou this court'sy read, 
To weet why on your shield, so goodly scord, 
Beare ye the picture of that ladies head ? 
FnU Irrely is the semblaunt, though the substance 
dead." 

ni. 

" Fayre sir," sayd he, " if in that picture dead 

Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine shew ; 

What mote ye weene, if the trew lively-head 

Of that most glorious visage he did vew ! 

But yf the beauty of her mind ye knew. 

That is, her bounty-, and impenaU powre, 

llionsand times fairer then her mortall hew, 

1 how great wonder would your thoughts devoure. 

And infimte desire into your spirite poure ! 

IV. 

" She is the mighty Queene of Faery, 
Whose faire retraitt I in my shield doe beare ; 
Shee is the flowre of grace and chastity, 
Thronghont the world renowmed far and neare. 
My Ufe, my liege, my soveraine, my deare, 
Wnose gloiy smneth as the morning starre. 
And wim her light the earth enlumines cleare ; 
Far reach her mercies, and her praises farre. 
As wdl in state of peace, as puissaunce in warre." 



T. 



" Thrise happ^ man," said then the Briton knight, 
" Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 
Have made thee soldier of that princesse bright, 
Wliich with her bounty and gli^ countenaunce 
Doth blesoe her servaunts, and them high advaunce ! 
How may straunge knight hope ever to aspire. 
By faithfull service and meete amenaunce 
Unto such blisse? sufficient were that hire 
For losse of thousand lives, to die at her desire.'' 



Said Guyon, " Noble lord, what meed so great. 

Or grace of earthly prince so soveraine. 

But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 

Ye well may hope, and easely attaine 1 

But were your will her sold to entertaine, 

And numbred be mongst Knights of Maydenhcd, 

Great guerdon, well I wote, should you remaine, 

And in her favor high bee reckoned. 

As Arthegall and Sophy now beene honored." 



VII. 



" Certes," then said the prince, " I God avow, 
That sith I armes and knighthood first did plight. 
My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To serve that queene with al my powre and might. 
Now hath the sunne with his lamp-burning light 
Walkt round about the world, uud I no lesse, 
Sith of that goddesse I have sought the sight. 
Yet no where can her find : such heppinesse 
Heven doth to me envy and fortune favourlesse." 



VIII. 

" Fortune, the foe of famous chevisaunce. 
Seldom," said Guyon, " yields to vertue aide, 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and mischaunce. 
Whereby her course is stopt and passage staiid. 
But you, faire sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not that I am els delaid 
With hard adventure, which I have in hand, 
I labour would to guide you through al Fary land. 



f> 



XX. 

*' Gramercy sir,*' stud he ; " but mote I weete 
What straunge adventure doe ye now pursew t 
Perhaps my succour or advizement meete 
Mote stead you much your purpose to subdew." 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the story shew 
Of false Acrasia, and her wicked wiles ; 
Which to avenge, the palmer him fortli drew 
From Faery court So talked they, the whiles 
They wasted had much way, and measurd many 
miles. 

X. 

And now faire Phoebus gan decline in haste 
His weary wagon to the westeme vale, 
Wheuas Uiey spide a goodly castle, plaste 
Foreby a river in a pleasaunt dale ; 
Which choosing for that evenings hospitale. 
They thether marcht : but when they came in sight. 
And from their sweaty coursers did avale. 
They found the gates fast barred long ere night. 
And every loup fast lockt, as fearing foes despight. 
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XI. 

Which when they saw, they weened fowle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entraunce to forstall ; 
Till that the so aire gan nigher to approch, 
And wind his nome under the castle wall, 
That with the noise it shooke as it would fall. 
Eftsoones forth looked from the highest spite 
The watch, and lowd unto the knights did call. 
To weete what they so rudely did require : 
Who gently answered, they entraunce did 

xu. 

" Jlr, fly, good knights," said he, " fly fast awtqr. 
If that your lives ye love, as meete ye should ; 
Fly fast, and save yourselves from neare decay ; 
Here may ye not hare entraunce, though we would : 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thousand enemies about us rave, 
And wiA long siege us in this castle hould : 
Seven yeares this wize they us besieged have. 
And many good knights slaine that hare us sought 
to BSTe." 

xin. 

Thus as he spoke, loe 1 with outragious cry 
A thousand villeins rownd about them swarmd 
Out of the rockes and caves adioyning nye ; 
Vile caitive wretches, ragged, rude, deformd. 
All threatning death, all in straunge manner armd ; 
Some with unweldy clubs, some with long speares. 
Some rusty knives, some staves in fier warmd : 
Sterne was their looke; like wild amazed steares. 
Staring with boUow eies; and stiff upstanding henes. 

ziv. 

Fiersly at first those knights they did assajrie. 

And irovB them to recoile : but, when i^aine 

They gave fresh charge, their forces gan to fayle, 

Unhable their encounter to sustaine ; 

For with such puissaunce and impetuous maine 

Those champions broke on them, that forst them fly, 

Xike scattered sheepe, whenas the shepherds swaine 

A lion and a tigre doth espye 

With greedy pace forth ruslung from the forest nye. 

XT. 

A while they fled, but soon retoumd againe 
With greater fury then before was found ; 
And evermore their cruell capitaine 
Sought with his raskall routs t*enclose them rownd, 
And overronne to tread them to the grownd : 
But soone the knights with their bright-burning blades 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confownd. 
Hewing and slashing at their idle shades ; 
For though they bodies seem, yet substaunce from 
them fades. 

XVI. 

As when a swarme of gnats at eventide 
Out of the fennes of Allan doe arise. 
Their murmuring small trompetts sownden wide, 
Whiles in the aire their clustring army flies. 
That as a cloud doth seeme to dim the skies ; 
Ne man nor beast may rest or take repast 
For their sharpe wounds and noyous iniuries. 
Till the fierce northeme wind with blustring blast 
J^atb Mow item quite away, and in the ocean cast. 



XVII. 



Thus when they had that troublous rout disperst. 
Unto the castle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce crav'd, which was denied erst. 
Now when report of that their perlous paine. 
And combrous conflict which they did sustaine. 
Came to the ladies eare which there did dwell, 
Shee forth iss^wed with a goodly traine 
Of squires and ladies equipaeed well, 
, And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 

xvni. 

Alms she called was ; a virgin bright, 
That had not yet felt Cupi<Ms wanton rage ; 
Yet was shee woo'd of many a gentle kmght. 
And many a lord of noble parentage. 
That sought with her to lincke in marriage : 
For shee was figure, as fiure Siote ever bee. 
And in the flowre now of her freshest age ; 
Yet fiill of grace and goodly modestee. 
That even heven reioyced her sweets &oe to sse.- 

XIX. 

In robe of lilly white she was arayd. 
That from her shoulder to her heele downe raught ; 
The traine whereof loose finr behind her strayd, 
Braunched with gold and perle most richly wrought^ 
And borne of two fairs damsels which were taiught 
That service well : her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly woven, and in tresses wrought, 
Ne other tire she on her head did weare. 
Bat crowned with a garland of sweete rosiere. 



XX. 

Goodly shee entertaind those noble knights. 
And brought them up into her castle ball ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, with mildnesse virginall. 
Shewing herselfe both wise and liberall. 
There when they rested had a season dew. 
They her besought of favour speciall 
Of tiiat faire castle to afibord them vew : 
Shee paunted ; and, them leading forth, the same 
did shew. 

XXI. 

First she them led up to the castle wall. 

That was so high as foe might not it chme 

And all so faiie and fensible withall ; 

Not built of bricke, ne yet of stone and Hme, 

But of thing Uke to that ^Egyptian slime. 

Whereof king Nine whilome built Babeil towre : 

But O great pitty, that no longer time 

So goodly workmanship should not endure ! 

Soone it must tame to earth : no earthly thing is sura 

xxn. 

The frame thereof seemd partly circulare. 
And part triangulare : O worke divine ! 
Those two the first and last proportions are ; 
The one imperfect, mortall, toemioine ; 
Th' other immortall, perfect, masculine ; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the base, 
Proportiond equally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted, made a goodly diapase. 
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Therein two gates were placed seemly well : 

Tbe one before, by which all in did pas, 

Did th' other far in workmanship excell ; 

For not of wood, nor of enduring bras. 

But of more worthy substance fram'd it was : 

Doobl^ disported, it did loclce and close. 

That, when it locked, none might thorough pas, 

And, when it opened, no man might it close ; 

8tiU optoed to their fiiende8,and closed to their foes. 



xxiy. 

OthBWWk stone the porch was fayrely wrought. 
Stone more of valew, and more smooth and fine. 
Then iett or marble &r from Ireland brought ; 
Orer the which was cast a wandring vine, 
Enchaoed with a wanton y vie twine : 
And orer it a fayre portcuUis hong, 
Whicli to the gate directly did incline 
With comely compasse and compacture strong. 
Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceeding long. 

zxr. 

Within the barbican a porter sate. 

Day and night duely keeping watch and ward ; 

Nor wight nor word mote passe out of the gate, 

Bnt in good order, and with dew regard ; 

Uttefers of secrets he from thence debar d, 

Bablers of folly, and blazers of cryme : 

His larom-bell might lowd and wyde be hard 

When cause requyrd, but never out of time; 

Eazfy and late it rong, at evening and at prime. 

XXVI. 

And rownd about the porch on every syde 
Twise sixteene warders satt, all armed bright 
Li glistring Steele, and strongly fortifyde : 
TaU yeomen seemed they and of great might. 
And were enraunged ready still for fight. 
By them as Alma passed with her guestes. 
They did obeysaunce, as beseemed right. 
And then agame retoumed to their restes : 
The pozter eke to her did lout with humble gestes. 

XX vn. 

Thence she them brought into a stately hall. 
Wherein were man^ tables fayre dispred. 
And ready dight with drapets festivall. 
Against the viaundes should be ministred. 
At th' upper end there sate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely personage. 
That in his haml a white rod menaged ; 
He steward was, bight Diet ; Type of age, 
And in demeanme sober, and in counsell sage. 

xxvni. 

And through the hall there walked to and fro 

A iolly yeoman, marshall of the same, 

Whose name was Appetite ; he did bestow 

Both guestes and meate, whenever in they came. 

And knew them how to order without blame, 

As him the steward badd. They both attone 

Did dewty to their lady, as became ; 

Who, passing by, forth ledd her guestes anone 

Into the kitobin rowme, ne spard for nicenesse none. 



XXIX. 



It was a vaut ybuilt for great dispence, 

With many raunges reard along me wall. 

And one great chimney, whose long tonnell thence 

The smoke forth threw : and in the midst of all 

There placed was a caudron wide and tall 

Upon a mightie fornace, burning whott. 

More whott then Aetn', or flaming Mongiball : 

For day and night it brent, ne ceased not, 

do long as my thing it in the caudron gott. 

f 

XXX. 

But to delay the heat, least by mischaunce 
It might breake out and set the whole on fyre, 
There added was by goodly ordinaunce 
An huge great payre of bellowes, which did s^nre 
Continually, and cooling breath inspyre. 
About the caudron many cookes accoyld 
With hookes and ladles, as need did requ3rre ; 
The whyles the viaundes in the vessell boyld. 
They did about their businesse sweat, and sorely 
toyld. 

XXXI. 

The maister cooke was cald Concoction; 
A carefuU man, and full of comely guyse : 
The kitchin clerke, that hight Digestion, 
Did order all th' achates in seemely wise. 
And set them forth, as well he coiud devise. 
The rest had severall offices assynd ; 
Some to remove the scum as it did rise ; 
Others to beare the same away did mynd ; 
And others it to use according to his kynd. 

xxxn. 

But all the liqueur, which was fowle and waste. 
Not good nor serviceable elles for ought. 
They in another great rownd vessell plaste. 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought ; 
And all the rest, tnat noyous was and nought, 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy. 
Was close convaid, and to the backgate brought. 
That cleped was Port Esquiline, whereby 
It was avoided quite, and throwne out privily. 

xxxm. 

Which goodly order and great workmans skiU 
Whenas those knights beheld, with rare delight 
And gazing wonder they their mindes did fill; 
For never had they seene so straunge a sight. 
Thence backe againe &ire Alma led them right. 
And soone into a goodly parlour brought. 
That was with royall arras richly dight. 
In which was nothing poiirtrahed nor wrought; 
Not wrought nor poiirtrahed, but easie to bethought : 

xxxiv. 

And in the midst thereof upon the floure 
A lovely bevy of faire ladies sate. 
Courted of many a iolly paramoure. 
The which them did in modest wise amate. 
And each one sought his lady to aggrate : 
And eke emongst them little Cupid playd 
His wanton sportes, being retoumed late 
From his fierce warres, and having from him layd 
His cruell bow, wherewith he thousands hath dUi^ 
mayd. 



i(» 



THE FA£RI£ QUEKNC. 



[Book IL 



XZXT. 

Diverse delights they fownd themselves to plcnse ; 

Some song in sweet cons6rt; some laught for ioy; 

Some plaid with strawes ; some ydly satt at ease ; 

But omer some could not abide to toy, 

All pleasaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 

Thisfround; thatfaund ; the third forshame did blush ; 

Another seemd envious, or coy ; 

Another in her teeth did gnaw a rush : 

Bat at these straongen presence every one did huah. 

xzxvf. 

Soone as the gracious Alma came in place, 
They all attonce out of their seates arose, 
And to her homas:e made with humble grace: 
Whom when the knights beheld, they gan dispose 
Themselves to couit, and each a damzell chose : 
The prince by chaunce did on a lady light. 
That was right faire and fresh as morning rose. 
But somwhat sad and solemne eke in sight. 
As if some pensive thought constraind her gentle 
spright* 

xxxvti. 

In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted all about, she was arayd ; 
And in her hand a poplar braimch did hold : 
To whom the prince in courteous maner sayd ; 
" Gentle Madame, why beene ye thus disroayd. 
And your faire beautie doe witn sadnes spill? 
Lives any that you hath this ill apayd? 
Or doen you love, or doen you lack your will 1 
Whatever bee the cause, it sure beseemes you ilL" 



XXXVltT. 

'* Fayre sir," said she, halfe in disdaineful wise, 
** How is it that this word in me ye blame. 
And in yourselfe doe not the same advise? 
Him ill beseemes anothers fault to name. 
That may unwares be blotted with the same : 
Pensive I yeeld I am, and sad in mind. 
Through great desire of glory and of ffune ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therein behynd, 
That hare twelve months sought one, yet no where 
can her find." 

XXXIX. 

The prince was inly moved at her speach. 

Well weeting trew what she had rashly told ; 

Yet with faire semblaunt sought to hyde the breach. 

Which chaunge of colour did perforce unfold. 

Now seeming flaming whott, now stony cold : 

Tho, turning soft aside, he did inquyre 

What wight she was that poplar braunch did hold : 

It answered was, her name was Prays-desire, 

That by well doing sought to honour to aspyre. 

IL. 

The whiles the Faery knight did entertaine 
Another damsell of that gentle crew, 
That was right fayre ana modest of demayne. 
But that too oft she chaung'd her native hew : 
Straunge was her lyre, and all her garment blew, 
Close rownd about her tuckt with many a plight : 
Upon her fist the bird which shonneth vew 
And keeps in coverts close from living wight, 
Z?J<i sht, as yet ashomd how rude Pan did her dight. 



XLb 

So long as Guyon with her communed. 

Unto the growud she cast her modest eye. 

And ever and anone with rosy red 

The bashfull blood her snowy cheekes did dye. 

That her became as polisht yvory 

Which cunning crarossman hand hath overlayd 

With fiijrre vermilion or pure castory. 

Great wonder had the knight to see the mayd 

So Btraungely passioned, and to her gently said , 

ZLH* 

" Fajrre damzell, seemeth by your troubled cheare, 

That either me too bold ye weene, this wise 

You to molest, or other ill to feare 

That in the secret of your hart close lyes. 

From whence it doth, as cloud from sea, aryse : 

If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 

But, if ought else that I mote not devyse, 

I will, if please you it discure, assay 

To ease you of uat ill, so wisely as I may." 

XLni. 

She answerd nought, but more abasht for shame 
Held downe her head, the whiles her lovely fietce 
The flashing blood with blushing did inflame. 
And the strong passion mard her modest grace. 
That Guyon mervayld at her uncouth cace ; 
Till Alma him bespake j " Why wonder yee, 
Faire sir, at that which ye so much embrace \ 
She is the fountaine of your modestee ; 
You shamefast are, but Shamefastnes itselfe is shee." 

XLIV. 

Thereat the Elfe did blush in privitee, 
And tumd his face away ; but she the same 
Dissembled faire, and faynd to oversee. 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themselves did solace each one with his dame. 
Till that great lady thence away them sought 
To vew her castles other wondrous frame : 
Up to a stately turret she them brought. 
Ascending by ten steps of alabaster wrought. 

XLV. 

That turrets frame most admirable was. 
Like highest heaven compassed around, 
And lifted high above this earthly masse. 
Which it survewd, as hils doen lower ground : 
But not on ground mote like to this be found ; 
Not that, which antique Cadmus whylome built 
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly guilt, 
JFrom which young Hectors blood by cruell Greekea 
was spilt. 

XLVI. 

The roofe hereof was arched over head, 

And deckt with flowres and herbars daintily ; 

Two goodly beacons, set in watches stead. 

Therein gave light, and flamd continually : 

For they of living fire most subtilly 

Were made, and set in silver sockets bright, 

Cover'd with lids deviz'd of substance sly. 

That readily they shut and open might. 

O, who can tell the prayses of that, makers might ! 
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XLvn. 



Ve can I tell, ne can I stay to tell. 

This parts neat workemanship and wondrous powre. 

That all tbis other worldes worke doth excell. 

And likest is unto that heayenly towre 

That God hath hnilt for his owne hiessed bowre. 

Tlieiem were dirers rowmes, and divers stages; 

Bat three the chiefest and of greatest powre. 

In whidi there dwelt three honorable sages, 

The wiaeat men, I weene, that lived in their ages. 

ZLYin. 

Not he, whom Greece, the nonrse of all ^od arts, 
Br Phoebus doome the wisest thought alive, 
Bught he compared to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, wbicb did survive 
Three ages, such as mortaJl men contrive, 
Bt whose advise old Priams cittie fell, 
With these in praise of pollicies mote strive. 
These three in these three rowmes did sondry dwell, 
And counselled faire Alma bow to goveme well. 

XTJX. 

The first of them could things to come foresee ; 

The next could of thinges present best advize ; 

The third things past could keep in memoree : 

80 that no time nor reason coula arize. 

But that the same could one of these coropnze. 

J^orthy the first, did in the forepart sit. 

That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize ; 

He had m shan>e foresight and working wit 

That never idle was, ne once would rest a whit. 



I^s chamber was dispainted all within 
With sondry colours, in the which were writ 
^finite shapes of thinges dispersed thin ; 
SooM such as in the world were never yit, 
Ne can devized be of mortall wit ; 
Some daily seene and knowen by their names, 
Such as in idle fantasies do flit ; 
Infinrnall hags, centaurs, feendes, bippodames, 
Apea, lyons, aegles, owles, fooles, lovers, children, 
damea* 

u. 

And all the chamber filled was with flyes 
Which buzzed all about, and made such sound 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes ; 
like many swaxmes of bees assembled round. 
After their hives with bonny do abound. 
An those were idle tboughtes and fantasies. 
Devices, dreames, opinions unsound, 
ShewoB, visions, sooth-sayes, and prophesies ; 
And all that fiedned is, as leasings, tales, and lies. 

Uf. 

Emongst them all sate he which wonned there. 
That bight Phantastes by his nature trew ; 
A man of yeares yet fresh, as mote appere. 
Of swarth complexion, and of crabbed hew. 
That him full of meldncholy did shew ; 
Bent hollow beetle browes, sharpe staring eyes 
That mad or foolish seemd : one by bis vew 
Mote deeme him borne with ill-disposed skyes, 
When oblique Saturne sate in th* bouse of agony es. 



un. 



Whom Alma having shewed to her guestes. 

Thence brought them to the second rowme, whose 

Were painted faire with memorable gestea [wals 

Of famous wisards ; and with picturals 

Of magistrates, of courts, of tribunals. 

Of common wealthes, of states, of poUicy, 

Of lawes, of iudgementes, and of decretals. 

All artes, all science, all philosophy. 

And all liiat in the world was ay thought wittily. 



LIV. 

Of those that rowme was full ; and them among 
There sate a man of ripe and perfect ^e. 
Who did them meditate all his life long. 
That tlirough continuall practise and us^ge 
He now was growne right wise and wondrous sage : 
Great plesure bad those straunger knightes to see 
His goodly reason and grave personage. 
That his disciples both desyrd to bee : 
But Alma thence them led to th* hindmost rowoiC of 
three. 

LT. 

That chamber seemed ruinous and old, 
And therefore was removed fer behind. 
Yet were the wals, that did the same uphold, 
Kight firme and strong, though somwbat tliey doclind; 
Aud therein sat an old old man, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corse, 
Yet lively vigour rested in his mind. 
And recompenst them with a better scorse : 
Weake body w6ll is chang'd for minds redoubled 
forsc. 

LVI. 

This man of infinite remembraunce was. 
And things foregone through many ages held. 
Which he recorded still as tbey did pas, 
Ne sufired them to perish through long eld. 
As all things els the which tliis world doth weld ; 
But laid them up in his immortall serine. 
Where they for ever incomipted dweld : 
The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 
Of old Assaracus, and Inachus divine. 

LVIT. 

The yeares of Nestor nothing were to his, 

Ne yet Mathusalem, though longest liv'd ; 

For he remembred both their iuiancis : 

Ne wonder then if that be were depriv'e 

Of native strength now that he them surviv'd. 

His chamber all was hangd about with rolls 

And old reL6rds from auiicient times derivd. 

Some made in books, some in long parchment scrolls, 

That were all worm-eaten and full of canker holes. 



LVUI. 

Amidst them all he in a chaire was sett. 

Tossing and taming them withouieu end ; 

But for he was unhable them to fett, 

A little boy did on him still attend 

To reach, whenever he for ought did send ; 

And oft when thinges were lost, or laid amis. 

That boy them sought and unto him did lend : 

Therefore he Anamnestes cleped is ; 

And that old man Eumnestes, by their propertis. 



106 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



[Book It. 



ux. 



The knigbtss there entring did him rererence dew. 

And woodied at his eodlMse exercise. 

Then as they gan his library to vew. 

And antique resesters fat to arise, 

There channoed to the prinees hand to rize 

An anndent booke, bight BriUm MmumenU, 

That of this bnds first conquest did derixe. 

And old dirisioQ into regiments, 

TiUiindaodlwwto< 



I.X. 



Sir Guyon chaonst eke on another booke. 
That hight AntiqviUt cf Faery Land : 
In which whenas he greedily did looke, 
Th' ofspring of Elves and raves there he fond. 
As it delirered wa^ ftcaa. bond to bond : 
Whereat they, homing both with fenrent fire 
Their coontreys anneestry to imderstond, 
Cnv'd leave of Alma and that aged sire 
To read those bookes ; who gmdly gxannted their 
desire. 



CANTO X. 

A chronicle of Briton kings, 
From Brute to Uthers rajrne; 

And rolls of Elfin emperours. 
Till time of Gloriane. 



Who now shall give unto me words and sound 

Equall unto diis hangh^ enterprise ? 

Or who shall lend me wings, with which from 

My lowly v^se may loftfly arise, [ground 

And lift itselfe unto the highest skyes ? 

More ample spirit Uian hetherto was wount 

Here needes me, whiles the fimons auncestryes 

Of my most dreadred soveraigse I recount. 

By which all earthfy princes 3» dothftr surmount. 

n. 

Ne under sunne that shines so wide and fidre, t 

Whence all that lives does borrow life and light, '" 
Lives ought that to her linage mi^ compaire ; 
Which though from earth it be derived right. 
Yet doth itselfe stretch forth to hevens higb^ 
And all the world with wcmder overspred ; 
A labor huge, exceeding fiur my might ! 
How shall fraile pen, with iwr disparaged. 
Conceive such aoveraine glory and great bountyhed ! 

HI. 

Argument worthy of Msonian quill ; 

Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote. 

Whereon the rumes of great Ossa hill. 

And triumphes of Phlegraean love, he wrote. 

That all tlie gods admird his lofty note. 

But, if some relish of that berenly lay 

His learned daughters would to me report 

To decke my song withall, I would assay 

Thy name, O aoveraine Queene, to blazon fiff away. 

IV. 

Thy name, O soveraine Queene, thy reahn, and race. 

From this renowmed prince derived arre. 

Who mightily upheld tiiat royall mace 

AVhich now diou bear'st, to uiee descended farre 

From mighty kings and conqnerours in warre. 

Thy fathers and great grandmtbers of old, 

Whose noble de^ above the northern starre 

Immortall Fame for ever hath enrold ; 

A" •' * old mans booke they were in order told. 



V, 

The land which warlike Britons now poasesse. 
And therein have their mighty empire raysd. 
In antique times was salvage wildernesse. 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unpraysd ; 
Ne was it island then, ne was it paysd 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it sought 
Of merohants fiirre for profits therein praysd ; 
But was aU desolate, and of some thought 
By sea to have bene from die Celticke mayn-knd 
brought. 

VI. 

Ne did it then deserve a name to hmve. 

Tin that the venturous mariner that way 

Learning his ship finmi those white rocks to save. 

Which fdl along the southeme sea-coast lay 

Tbreatning unbeedy wrecke and rash decay, 

For saftety that same his sea-marke made. 

And nam'a it Aluon : but later day. 

Finding in it fit ports for fishers tnule, 

Gan nunre the same frequent, and further to invade. 



vn. 

But hoc in land a salvage nation dwelt 

Of hideous giaunts, and halfe>beastly men. 

That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 

But wfld like beastes lurking in loathsome den. 

And flying fest as roebucke through the fen, 

AH naked without shame or care of cold. 

By hunting and by spoiling liveden ; 

Of stature huge, and eke of con^ bold, 

That sonnes of men amasd their stemesse to behold. 



vni. 

But whence they sprong, or how they were begott, 

Uneath is to assure ; uneath to ifi^ene 

That monstrous error which doth some assott. 

That Dioclesians fifty daughters shene 

Into this land by chaunce have driven bene ; 

Where, eompaning with feends and filthy sprights 

Through vaine illusion of their lust uncfene. 

They brought forth geaunts, and such dreadful wights 

As rar exceeded men in their immeasurd mights. 
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IS. 

Iter fadd thi* land, and with their fikhinesse 
Polrated this nme gentle soyle long time ; 
Hat tbftir owne nurtber loat^d their beastlinesae, 
And gan ahhorre her Irnxxla unkindly crime, 
All wcra they home of her owne nadve alime : 
UntQ that Bmtaa, anciently deriv'd 
Ttan. roiall atooke of old Aaaaraea line, 
Drivan lyy frtall error here arriT*d, 
Aad than of their unjust poaaeasion depriT*d. 



But cia he had eatahliihed his throne. 
And apred his empire to the utmost abore, 
Ha fimght great hatteila with his aiJTage fone ; 
In wbieh be them defeated oTermne, 
And nuny giaonta left on groning flora : 
Hat wall can witnea yet unto this day 
The wa a tame Hogh, besprincled with the gore 
Of mighty Goemot, whome in stout fray 
CoiiiMiia oooqnsrad, and cruelly did slay. 

XI. 

And eke that ample pitt, yet far renowod 
For the large leape which Debon did comjx*!! 
Coolin to makey being eight Inp^s of pjowud, 
Into the which retouming backe be fell : 
But thoae three monstrous stones doe most exci'll, 
Whioh that huge sonne of hideous Albion, 
Wboae firtber Hercules in Fraunco did (luell, 
Great Godmer throw, in fierce contention, 
At bold Canutos ; but of bim was slaiue anon. 

xn. 

In meed of these great conquests by them gott, 
Corineua had that province utmost west 
To him assigned for bis worthy lutt, 
Which of bis name and memorable gest 
He called Comwaile, yet so called bKi^st : 
And Debons shtmro was, that is Dovonsbyrt* : 
But Canute bad Lis portion from the rest. 
The which he cald Canutium, for bis byre ; 
Now Cantinm, which Kent we comenly inquyre. 

XIII. 

Thna Brute this realme unto bis rule subdowd, 

And raiened long in great felicity, 

Lor'd of bis fireends, and of bis K>es escbewd : 

He left three sonnes, bis famous progeny, 

Borne of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 

Mongst whom be parted his imperiall state. 

And Locrine left cniefe lord of iiritany. 

At last ripe tfe bad bim surrender late 

Ilia life, and long good fortune, unto fiuall falc. 

XIV, 

Locrine was left the soyeraino lord of all ; 

But Albanact had all the nortbeme part. 

Which of himselfe Albania be did call ; 

And Camber did possesse tbe westeme quart. 

Which Seyeme now from Logris doth depart : 

And each bis portion peaceably enioyd, 

Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hurt, 

That once their quiet goyernment annoyd ; 

But each his paynes to others profit still employ d. 



XT. 



Untill a nation atraung, with risace awart 

And cornirp fierce that all men diuaflray. 

Which through the world then swarmd in erery part. 

And oyerflowd all count riea far away. 

Like Noyes great flood, with their unp^rtone awmy. 

This lantl invaded with like violence. 

And did tbemaelves through all the north display : 

Tntill that Locrine for his realmea defence. 

Did bead againat them make and strong munifieaiice. 

XVI. 

He them encountred, a eonfuaed root, 
Foreby tlie river that whylume vras bight 
Tlie ancient A bus, where with oour^^ stout 
He them defeated in victorioua fight. 
And chaste so fiercely afWr fearefuU flight. 
That font their cbieA:tain, for his safetiea aake, 
(Their chiefetain Humber named was aright,) 
Unto the mighty streame bim to betake. 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make. 

xvn. 

The king retoumed proud of victoiy. 
And insolent wox through unwonted ease. 
That shortly he foreot the ieo{iardy. 
Which in his land ne lately did appease, 
And fell to value voluptuous disease: 
He lovM faire Lndie Kstrild, leudly lov'd. 
Whose wanton pli^asures bim t(x> much did ploRne, 
That ({uitu bis hart from (iuendolene remoy*d, 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies foltbfui 
prov'd. 

XVIII. 

The noble daoffbter of Corlneus 

Would not endure to bee so vile disdaind. 

But, gathering force and cora}>e valorous, 

Encountred him in batteill well ordaind, 

In which bim vanquisht she to fly constraind : 

But sbo so fast pursewd, that bim she tooke 

And tlirew in bsmds, where be till death remaiud j 

Als bis faire leman flying through a brooke 

She overhenty nought moved with her piteous looke, 

XIX. 

But both herselfe, and eke her daughter deare 
Begotten by her kingly paramoure. 
The faire Sabrina, almost dead with feare. 
She there attached, far from all succo6re : 
The one she slew in that im]>ationt stoure ; 
But the sad virgin innocent of all 
Adowne tbe rolling river she did poure. 
Which of her name now Severne men do call : 
Such was the end that to disloyal! love did full. 

XX. 

Then for her sonne, which she to Locriu bore, 
^Madan was young, unmeet tlie rule to sway,) 
In her owne band the crowne ube kept in store, 
Till lyper years he raught and stronger stay : 
During which time her ]K)wre she did display 
Through all this realme, the glory of her sex, 
And firat taught men a woman to obay : 
But, when her sonne to mans estate did wex, 
She it surrondrod, ne her solfe would longer vex. 
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XZ1. 

I'ho Madan raig^d, unworthie of bis race ; 
For with all shame that sacred throne he fild. 
Next Memprise, as unworthy of that place, 
In which being consorted with Manila, 
For thirst of single kingdom him he Hid. 
But Ebranck salved both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brimchild 
In Ilenault, where yet of his victories 
Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land 
envies. 

xzn. 

An happy man in his first dayes he was. 
And happy father of faire progeny : 
For all so many weekes, as the yeare has. 
So many children he did multiply ; 
Of which were twentie sonnes, which did apply 
Their mindes to prayse and chevalrous desyre ; 
Those germans 6id subdew all Germany, 
Of whom it bight ; but in the end their syre 
With foule repulse from Fraunce was forced to 
re^rre* 

xxui. 

Which blott his Sonne succeeding in his seat, 
The second Brute, the second both in name 
And eke in semblaunee of his puissaunce great. 
Right well recur'd, and did away that blame 
With recompence of everlasting fame : 
He with his victour sword first opened 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlome dame. 
And taugbt her first how to be conquered ; 
Since which, with Bondrie spoiles she hath been 
ransacked. 

XXIV. 

Let Rcaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marsh of Esthambruges tell. 
What colour were their waters that same day, 
And all the moore twixt Elversham and DeU, 
With blood of Henalois which therein fell. 
How oft that day did sad Bninchildis see 
The greene shield dyde in dolorous vermeil ? 
That not scuith guiridh it mote seeme to bee, 
But rather y scuith gogh, signe of sad crueltee. 



XXV. 

His Sonne king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace, 
And built CairleUl, and built Cairleon strong. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encrease. 
But taught the land from wearie wars to cease. 
Whose footsteps Bladud following, in artes 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace, [parts, 

From whence he brought them to these salvage 
And with sweet science mollifide their stubbome 
harts. 

XXVI. 

Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling baths at Cairdabon, 
Which seeth with secret fire eternally, 
And in their entrailles, full of quick brimst^n. 
Nourish the flames which they are warmd upon. 
That to their people wealth they fortli do well. 
And health to every forreyne nation : 
Yet he at last, contending to excell 
I'he reach of men, through flight into fond mischief 
fell. 



XXVII. 

Next him king Leyr in happie peace long raj-nd. 

But had no issue male him to succeed. 

But three faire daughters, wliich were well uptraind 

In all that seemed fitt for kingly seed ; 

Mongst whom his realme he equally decreed 

To have divided : tho, when feeble age 

Nigh to his utmost date he saw proceed. 

He cald his daughters, and with speeches sage 

'Inquyrd, which of them most did love her parentage. 

XXVIII. 

The eldest Gonorill gan to protest, 
That she much more than her owne Hfe him lov'd ; 
And Regan greater love to him profest 
Then all the world, whenever it were proov'd ; 
But Cordeill said she loved him as behoov'd : 
Whose simple answere, wanting colours fayro 
To paint it forth, him to displeasaunce raoov'd, 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre, 
But twixt the other twain his kingdom whole did 
shayre. 

XXIX. 

So wedded th' one to Maglan king of Scottes, 
And th' other to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them shayrd his reulme by equall lottes ; 
But, without dowre, the wise Cordelia 
Was sent to Aganip of Celtica : 
Their aged syre, thus eased of his crowne, 
A private life ledd in Albania 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne. 
That nought him griev'd to beene from rule deposed 
downe. 

XXX. 

But true it is that, when the oyle is spent 

The light goes out, and weeke is throwne away -, 

So, when he had resignd his reg^ent. 

His daughter gan despise his drouping day, 

And wearie wax of his continuall stay : 

Tho to his daughter Regan he repayrd. 

Who him at first well used every way j 

But, when of his departure she aespayrd. 

Her bountie she abated, and bis cheare empayrd. 

XXXI. 

The wretched man gan then avise too late. 

That love is not where most it is profest ; 

Too truely tryde in bis extremest state ! 

At last, resolv'd likewise to prove the rest, 

He to Cordelia himselfe addrest. 

Who with entyre affection him receav'd, 

As for her syre and king her seemed best ; 

And after all an army strong she leav'd. 

To war on those which him had of his realme bereav'd. 



XXXII. 

So to his crowne she him restord againe ; 

In which he dvde, made ripe for death by eld. 

And after wild it should to her remaine : 

Who peaceably the same long time did weld. 

And dl mens harts in dew obedience held : 

Till that her sisters children, woxen strong. 

Through proud ambition against her rebeld. 

And overcommen kept in prison long, 

Till weary of that wretched life herselfe she hong. 
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XZXIII. 

Theia gu the bloody brethren both to raine : 
BqI Seroe Cundah gan shortly to envy 
His brother Morg^, prickt with proud disdaine 
To bftTO a pere in part of soTerainty ; 
And, khidling coles of cniell enmity, 
Rand warre, and him in batteill overthrew ; 
Wbanee as he to those woody hilles did fly, 
Which hkrht of him Glamorgan, there him slew : 
Than did lie laigne alone, when he none equal knew. 

xzxxv. 

Hi* MHine Rirall' his dead rowme did supply ; 
In whoae sad time blood did from heaven rayne. 
Next great Gurgustus, then faire Caecily, 
In constant peace their kingdomes did contayne, 
Afti*r whom Lago and Kinmarke did rayne, 
And Gorbogad, till far in years he grew : 
Tbm his ambitious sonnes unto them twayne 
Axnmght the rule, and from their father drew ; 
BtootFerrex and steme Porrex him in prison threw* 

XXXV. 

But O ! the gp^Bedy thirst of royall crowne. 
Tint knowes no kmred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Porrex up to put his brother downe ; 
Who, unto him assemblins^ forreigne might. 
Blade warre on him, and fell himselfe in fight : 
Whose death t' avenge, his mother mercilesse, 
Most mercilesse of women, Wyden hight, 
'Her other sonne last sleeping did oppresse, 
.And witili most craell hand him murdred pittilesse. 

XXX VI. 

Here ended Brutus sacred progeny, 

Which had seven hundred years this sceptre borne 

With high renowme and ereat felicity : 

The noble braunch from tu' ^tique stocke was torne 

Through discord, and the roiall throne forlome. 

Thenceforth this realme was into factions rent, 

Whilest each of Brutus boasted to be borne. 

That in the end was left no moniment 

Of Bmtos, nor of Britons glorie auncient. 

XXXVII. 

Then up arose a man of matchlesse might, 

And wondrous wit to menage high affayres. 

Who, stird with pitty of the stressed plight 

Of this sad realme, cut into sondry shayres 

By such as claymd themselves Brutes rightfull hayres, 

GSathered the princes of the people loose 

To taken icounsell of their common cares ; 

Who, with his wisedom won, him streieht did choose 

Thdr king, and swore him fealty to win or loose. 

XXXVIIl. 

Then made he head against his enimies, 
And Ymner slew of Logris miscreate ; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 
ITiis of Albany newly nominate. 
And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 
He overthrew through his owne valiaunce , 
Whose countries he redus'd to quiet state, 
And shortly brought to civile governaunce. 
Now one, which earst were many made through 
yariaunce. 



XXXIX. 



^ Then made he sacred lawes, which some men say 
Were unto him reveald in vision ; 
By which he freed tlie traveilers high-way. 
The churches part, and ploughmans portion. 
Restraining stealth and strong extortion ; 
The gratious Numa of great Britany : 
For, till his dayes, the chiefe dominion 
By strength was wielded without poUicy : 
1 herefore he first wore crowne of gold for dignity 

XL. 

Donwallo dyde, (for what may live for ay?) 

And left two sonnes, of pearelesse prowesse both, 

I'hat sacked Rome too dearely did assay. 

The recompence of their periiired oth ; 

And ransackt Greece wel tryde, when they were 

Besides subiected France and Germany, [wroth , 

Which yet their praises speake, all be they loth, 

And inly tremble at the memory 

Of Brennus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 



XLI. 

Next them did Gui^nt, great Belinus sonne, 
In rule succeede, and eke in fathers praise ; 
He Easterland subdewd, and Denmarke wonne. 
And of them both did foy and tribute raise, 
The which was dew in his dead fathers daies : 
He also gave to fugitives of Spnyne, 
Whom he at sea found wandring from their waies, 
A seate in Ireland safely to remayne. 
Which they should hold of him as subiect to Bri- 
t4yne. 

XLn. 

After him raigned Guitheline his hayre. 
The iustest man and trewest in his daies. 
Who had to wife Dame INlertia the fa3rre, 
A woman worthy of immortall praise. 
Which for this realme found many goodly layes. 
And wholesome statutes to her husband brought : 
Her many deemd to have beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aegeri^ that Numa tought : 
Those yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam'd and 
thought. 

XUII. 

Her sonne Sifillus after her did rayne ; 

And then Kimarus ; and then Danius : 

Next whom Morindns did the crowne sustayne ; 

W^ho, had he not with wrath outrageous 

And cruell rancour dim'd his valorous 

And mightie deedes, should matched have the best * 

As well in that same field victorious 

Against the forreine Morands he exprest ; 

Yet lives his memorie, though carcase sleepe in rest 

XLIV. 

Five sonnes he left begotten of one wife. 
All which successively by tumes did rayne : 
First Gorboman, a man of virtuous life ; 
Next Arcbigald, who for his proud disdayne 
Deposed was from princedome soverayne. 
And pitteous Elidure put in his sted ; 
Who shortly it to him restord agayne. 
Till by his death he it recovered ; 
But Peridure and Vigent him disthronized j: 
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In wrotcbed prison long he did remaine. 
Till they out-raigned Iwd their utmost date. 
And then therein re8ei2ed was againe, 
And ruled long with honorable state. 
Till he Burrencured realme and life to fate. 
Then all the sonnes of these five brethrm rajrnd 
By dew successe, and all their nephewes late ; 
Even thrise eleven descents the orowne retaynd. 
Till aged Hdy bj dew heritage it gsjmd. 

XLTI. 

He had two sonnes, whose eldest, called Lud, 

Left of his life most famous memory, 

And endlesse moniments of his great good : 

The ruin'd wals he did reaedifye 

Of Troynovant, gainst force of enimy, 

And built that gate which of his name is bight. 

By which he lyes oitombed solemnly : 

lie left two sonnes, too young to rule aright, 

AndrogeoB and Tenantius, pietores of his might. 

XLVtl. 

Whilst th^ were young, Cassibalane their erne 
Was by the people chosen in their sted. 
Who on him tooke the roiall diademe. 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 
Till ^e prowde Romanes him disquieted. 
And wanike Caesar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet island never conauered, 
And envying the Britons blazed fame, 
(O hideous ounger of dominion!) heth^ came. 

XLVIII. 

Yet twise they were repulsed backe againe. 
And twise renforst backe to their ships to fly ; 
The whiles with blood they all the shore did staine. 
And the gray ocean into purple dy : 
Ne had tliey footing found at last perdie. 
Had not Androgens, false to native soyle. 
And envious of uncles soveraintie, 
Betrayd his country unto forreine spoyle. 
Nought els but treason from the first this land did 
foyle ! 

ZLIX. 

So by him C»sar got the victory. 

Through Kreat bloodshed and many a sad' assay. 

In which himselfe was charged heavily 

Of hardy Nennius, whom he yet did slay. 

But lost his sword, yet to be seene this day. 

Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 

T' ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 

Till Arthur all that reckoning defrayd : 

Yet oft the Briton kings against them strongly sway d. 



Next him Tanantius raignd ; then Kimbeline, 
What time th' Etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinful crime. 
O ioyous memorie of happy time. 
That heavenly grace so plenteously displayd \ 
O too high ditty for my simple rime ! — 
Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd ; 
For that their tribute he refiisd to let be payd. 



u. 



Good Claudius, that next was emperour, 

An army brought, and with him batteile fought, 

In which the king was by a treaohetour 

Disguised slaine, ere any thereof thought : 

Yet ceased not the bloody fight for ought : 

For Arvirage his brothers place supplyde 

Both in his armes and crowne, and by that draught 

Did drive the Romanes to the weaker syde, 

Tnat they to peace agreed. So all .was patnfyde. 



ui. 

Was never king more highly magnifide. 
Nor dredd of Romanes, then was Arvirage : 
For which the emperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuiss' in marriage : 
Yet shortly he reuounst the vassaUage 
Of Rome againe, who hether hastily s^it 
Vespasian, that with great spoile and rage 
Forwasted all, till Genuissa gent 
Persuaded him to ceasse, and her lord to relent. 



LIII. 

He dide ; and him succeded Marius, 

Who i^d his dayes in great tranquillity. 

Then Coyll ; an^ after him good Lucius, 

That first received Christianity, 

The sacred pledge of Christes Evangely, 

Yet true it is, that long before that day 

Hither came loseph of Arimathy, 

Wlio brought with him the Holy Grayle, (they say,) 

And pteacht the truth -, but sinoe it greatly did decay. 

LIV. 

This good king shortly without issew dide. 
Whereof great trouble in the kingdome grew. 
That did herselfe in sondry parts divide. 
And with her powre her owne selfe overthrew, 
Whilest Romanes daflv did the weake subdew : 
Which seeing, stout Bunduca up arose. 
And taking armes the Britons to her drew ; 
With whom she inarched straight against her foes. 
And them unwares besides the Seveme did enclose. 



I.V. 

There she with them a cruell batteill tryde. 

Not with so good successe as shoe deserv'd ; 

By reason that the captaines on her syde. 

Corrupted by Paulinus, from her swerv'd : 

Yet such, as were through former flight preserv'd. 

Gathering againe, her host she did renew. 

And with fresh corage on the victor servd : 

But being all defeated, save a few, 

Radier t£ui fly, or be captlv'd herselfe she slew 

LVl. 

O famous moniment of womens prayse ! 

Matchable either to Semiramis, 

Whom Antique history so high doth rayse. 

Or to H3rpsiphil', or to Thomiris : 

Her host two hundred thousand numbred is , 

Who, whiles good fortune favoured her might. 

Triumphed oft against her enemis ; 

And yet, though overcome in haplesse fight, 

Shee triumphed on death, in enemies despight. 
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LVII. 

Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 

Fought with Sererus, and him overthrew ; 

Yet in the chace was slaine of them that fled : 

So made them victors whome he did suhdew. 

Then gan Carausius tirannize anew, 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper powre ; 

But him Allectus treacherously slew. 

And tooke on him the robe of emperoure ; 

Nath'lesse the same enioyed but short happy howre. 

LTin. 

For Asclepiodate him overcame. 
And left inglorious on the vanquisht playne. 
Without or robe or rag to hide his shame : 
llien afterwards he in his stead did raigne ; 
But shortly was by Coyll in batteill slaine : 
Who after long debate, since Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons first crownd soveraine : 
Then gan this realme renew her passed prime : 
He of his name Coylchester built of stone and lime. 



Which when the Romanes heard, they hether sent 

Constantius, a man of mickle might. 

With whome king Coyll made an agreement. 

And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 

Faire Helena, the fairest living wight, 

Who in all godly thewes and goodly praise 

Did far excell, but viras most famous bight 

For skil in musicke of all in her daies, 

As well in curious instruments as cunning laies : 



LX. 

Of whome he did great Constantine begett. 

Who afterward was emperour of Rome ; 

To which whiles absent he his mind did sett, 

Octavius here lept into his roome, 

And it usurped by unrighteous doome : 

But he his title iustifide by might. 

Slaying Traheme, and having overcome 

The Romane legion in dreadfull fight : 

So wttled he his kingdome, and confirmd his right : 



LXI. 

But, wanting yssew male, his daughter deare 

He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 

And him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 

Who soone by meanes thereof the empire wan. 

Till saurdred by the ft'eends of Gratian. 

Then gan the Hunnes and Picts invade this land, 

Durine the raigne of Maximinian ; 

Who aying left none heire them to withstand : 

But that they overran all parts with easy hand. 

Lxn. 

The weary Britons, whose war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately ledd away. 
With wretched miseryes and woenill ruth 
Were to those pagans made an open pray. 
And daily spectacle of sad decay : [yeares 

Whome Romane warres, which now fowr hundred 
And more had wasted could no whit dismay ; 
Til, by consent of Commons and of Peai-es, 
They crownd the second Constantine with ioyous 
teares. 



LSI II. 



Who having oft in batteill vanquished 
Those spoylefull Ficts, and swarming Easterlings^ 
Long time in peace his realme established, 
ITet oft annoyd with sondry bordragings 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein scatterlings 
With which the world did in those dayes abound . 
Which to outbarre, with paineftill pyonings 
From sea to sea he heM>t a mighty mound. 
Which from Alcluid to Fanwelt did tbatborderbownd 



LXIV. 

Three sonnes he dying left, all under age , 
By meanes whereof their uncle Vortigere 
Usurpt the crowne during their pupillage ; 
Which th' infants tutors gathering to feare. 
Them closely into Armorick did beare : 
For dread of whom, and for those Picts annoyes. 
He sent to Germany straunge aid to reare y 
From whence eftsoones arrived here three hoyes 
Of Saxons, whom he for his safety imployes. 

LXV. 

Two brethren were their capitayns, which hight 
Hengist and Horsus, well appruv'd in warre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might; 
Who making vantage of their civile iarre. 
And of those forreyners which came from iarre. 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 
That in the realme ere long they stronger arre 
Then they which sought at first their helping hand^ 
And Vortiger enforst the kingdome to BbaacL 

•LXVI. 

But, by the helpe of Vortimere his sonne. 

He is againe unto his rule restord ; 

And Hengist, seeming sad for that was donne. 

Received is to grace and new accord. 

Through his faire daughters face and flattring word. 

Soone after which, three hundred lords he slew 

Of British blood, all sitting at his bord ; 

Whose dolefuU moniments who lut to rew, 

Th' eternall marks of treason may at Stonheng yew. 

LXVII. 

By this the sonnes of Constantine, which fled, 

Ambrose and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne. 

And, here arriving, strongly challenged 

The crowne which Vortiger did long detayne : 

Who, flying from his guilt, by them was tlayne ; 

And Hengist eke soone brought to shamefuU death. 

Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 

Till that through poyson stopped was ids breath ; 

So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 

Lxvm. 

After him Uther, which Pendragon hight. 
Succeeding — There abruptly it did end. 
Without full point, or other cesure right ; 
As if the rest some wicked hand did rend. 
Or th* author selfe could not at least attend 
To finish it : that so untimely breach 
The prince himselfe halfe seemed to oflend ; 
Yet secret pleasure did offence empeach, 
And wonder of antiquity long stopt his 6peach« 
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LXIX. 



At last, quite ravisht with delight to heare 

The roytlil ofspring of his native land, 

Cryde out ; " Deare coimtrey ! O how dearely deare 

Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuall band 

Be to thy foster child, that from thy hand 

Did commun breath and nouriture receave ! 

How brutish is it not to understand 

How much to her we owe, that all us gave ; 

That gave unto us all whatever good we have !" 



LXZ. 



But Guyon aU this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample volume, that doth far excead 
My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how first Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts from beasts dery v'd, 
And then stole fire frum heven to animate 
His worke, for which he was by love depryv'd 
Of life himselfe^ and hart-strings of an aegle ry v*d. 



LZXI. 



That man so made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the first author of all Elfin kynd ; 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did in the gardins of Adonis fynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either spright. 
Or angell, th' authour of all woman kynd ; 
Therefore a Fay he her according bight. 
Of whom all Faryes spring, aud fetch their lignage 
right. 

Lxxn. 

Of these a mighty people shortly grew. 

And puissant kinges which all me world ^Y{urra}'d, 

And to themselves all nations did subdew : 

The first and eldest, which that scepter swayd. 

Was Elfin ; him all India obayd. 

And all that now America men call : 

Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 

Cleopolis foundation first of all : 

But Elfiline enclosd it with a golden walL 



LXXIU. 

His Sonne was Elfinell, who overcame 
The wicked Gobbelines in bloody field : 
But Elfant was of most renowmed fame. 
Who all of christall did Panthea build : 
Then Elfar, who two brethren gyauntes kild. 
The one of which had two heades, th' other three : 
Then Elfinor, who was in magick skild ; 
He built by art upon the glassy see 
A bridge of bras, whose sound bevens thunder 
seem'd to be. 

LXXIV. 

He left three sonnes, the which in order raynd. 

And all their ofspring, in their dew descents ; 

Even seven hundred princes, which maintaynd 

With mightie deedes their sondry governments ; 

That were too long their infinite contents 

Here to record, ne much materiall : 

Yet should they be most famous moniments. 

And brave ensample, both of martiall 

And civil rule, to kinges and states imperiall. 

LXXV. 

After all these Elficleos did rayne, 
The wise Elficleos in g^eat maiestie. 
Who mightily that scepter did sustayne. 
And with rich spoyles and famous victorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery : 
He left two sonnes, of which faire EL'ieron, 
The eldest brother did untimely dy ; 
Whose emptie place the mightie Oberon 
Doubly suppliae, in spousall and dominion. 

LXXVI. 

Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him before, tliat sacred seate did fill. 
That yet remaines his wide memoriall : 
He dying left the fairest Tanaquill, 
Him to succeede therein, by his laist will : 
Fairer and nobler livelii none this howre, 
Ne like in grace, ne like in learned skill ; 
Therefore they Glorian call that glorious flowre : 
Long mayst thou, Glorian, live in glory and great 
powre ! 



Lxxvn. 



Beguyld thus with delight of novelties. 

And naturall desire of countryes state. 

So long they redd in those antiquities, 

That how the time was fled they quite forgate $ 

Till gentle Alma, seeing it so late. 

Perforce their studies broke and them besought 

To thinke how supper did them long awaite : 

So halfe unwilling from their bookes them brought. 

And fayrely feasted as so noble knightes she ought* 
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CANTO XI. 



The enimies of Temperaunce 
Besiege her dwelling place ; 

Prince Arthure them repeUes, aiid fowle 
Maleger doth deface. 



X. 



What warre so cruel, or what siege so sore, 
As that, which strong Affections doe apply 
Against the forte of Reason eyermore. 
To bring the sowle into captivity ! 
Their force is fiercer through infirmity 
Of the fraile flesh, relenting to their rage ; 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes, brought into their bondage . 
No wretchednesse is like to sinfull yellenage. 



II. 

But in a body which doth freely yeeld 

His partes to Reasons rule obedient. 

And letteth her that ought the scepter weeld. 

All happy peace and goodly government 

Is setled there in sure establishment. 

There Alma, like a Virgin Queene most bright. 

Doth florish in all beautie excellent ; 

And to her guestes doth bounteous banket dight, 

Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 

III. 

Early, before the mome with cremosin ray 
The windowes of bright heaven opened had. 
Through which into the world the dawning day 
Might looke, that maketh every creature glad. 
Uprose Sir Guyon in bright armour clad. 
And to his purposd ioumey him prepared : 
With him the palmer eke in habit sad 
Himselfe addrest to that adventure hard : 
So to the rivers syde they both together far'd : 



IT. 

Where them awaited ready at the ford 

The Fernman, as Alma had behight. 

With his well-rigged bote : they goe abord, 

And he eftsoones gan launch his barke forthright. 

Ere long they rowed were quite out of sight. 

And fast the land behynd them fled away. 

But let them pas, whiles winde and wedier right 

Doe serve their tumes : here I a while must stay, 

To see a cruell fight doen by the Prince this day. 

For, all so soone as Guyon thence was gon 

Upon his voyage with nis trustie guyde. 

That wicked band of villeins fresh begon 

That castle to assaile on every side, 

And lay strong siege about it far and wyde. 

So huge and infinite their numbers were, 

That all the land they under them did hyde ; 

So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 

Their visages imprest, when they approched neare. 



VI. 

Them in twelve troupes their captein did dispart. 
And round about in fittest steades did place, 
Where each might best offend his proper part. 
And his contrary obiect most deface. 
As every one seem'd meetest in that cace. 
Seven of the name against the castle-gate 
In strong entrenchments he did close^ place. 
Which with incessaunt force and endlesse hate 
They battred day and night, and entrauncedid awate. 



vn. 

The other five five sondry waves he sett 

Against the five great bulwarkes of that pyle. 

And unto each a bulwarke did arrett, 

T' assayle with open force or hidden guyle, 

In hope thereof to win victorious spoile. 

They all that charge did fervently apply 

With greedie malice and importune toyle, 

And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made most dreadfull battery 

vni. 

The first troupe was a monstrous rablement 

Of fowle misshapen wightes, of which some were 

Headed like owles, with beckes uncomely bent ; 

Others like dogs ; others like gryphons dreare ; 

And some had wings, and some had clawes to tearet 

And every one of them had l3mces eyes ; 

And every one did bow and arrowes beare: 

All those were lawless Lustes, and corrupt Envyes. 

And covetous Asp6cts, all cruel enimyes. 

IX. 

Those same against the bulwarke of the Sight 

Did lay strong siege and battailous asssult, 

Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night ; 

But soone as Titan gan his head exault, 

And soone agaioe as he his light withhault. 

Their wicked engins they against it bent ; 

That is, each thing by wnich the eyes may fault : 

But two then all more huge and violent, 

Beautie and Money, they that bulwarke sorely rent. 

X. 

The second bulwarke was the Hearing Sence, 
Gainst which the second troupe dessignment makes , 
Deformed creatures, in straunge difference : 
Some having heads like harts, some like to snakes, 
Some like wild bores late rouzd out of the brakes : 
Slaunderous Reproches, and fowle Infamies, 
Leasinges, Backb3rtinges, and vain-glorious Crakes, 
Bad Counsels, Prayses, and false Flatteries : 
All those against that fort did bend thA\i\w^v.x\siaw, 
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XI. 



Likewise that same third fort, that is tlie Smell, 

Of that third troupe was cruelly assa\-d ; 

Whose hideous shapes were like to feendes of hell. 

Some like to houndes, some like to apes, dismayd; 

Some, like to puttockes, all in plumes arayd ; 

All shap't according their conditions : 

For, by those ugly formes, weren pourtrayd 

Foolish Delights and fond Abusions, 

Which doe that aence beai^^ with fond iUosuma. 



xn. 

And that fourth band which cruell battry bent 

Against the fourth bulwarke, that is the Taste, 

Was as the rest, a grysie rablement ; 

Some mouth'd like greedy ovstriges ; some fiiste 

Like loathly toades ; some fashioned in the waste 

Like swine : for so deformd is Luxury, 

Surfeat, Misdiet, and unthrifltie Waste, 

Vaine Feastes, and ydle Superfluity : 

All those this sences fort aasayle incessantly. 

xm. 

But the fift troupe, most horrible of hew 

And force of force, is dreadfuU to report ; 

For some like snailes, some did like spyders shew, 

And some like ugly urchins thick and short : 

Cruelly they assayled that flft fort. 

Armed with dartes of sensuall Delight, 

With stinges of camall Lust, and strong effort 

Of feeling Pleasures, with which day and night 

Against that same 6it Bulwarke they continued fight. 

xir. 

Thus these twelre troupes with dreadfull puissaunce 
Against that castle restlesse siege did lay, 
Aud evermore their hideous ordinaunce 
Upon the bulwarkes cruelly did play. 
That now it gan to threaten neare decay: 
And evermore their wicked capitayn 
Provoked them the breaches to assay. 
Sometimes with threats, sometimes with hope of gay. 
Which by the ransack of that peece they should at- 
tayn. 

XV 

On th* other syde, th* assieged castles ward 
Their stead&st stonds did mightily maintaine, 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with penll and with payne. 
That goodly frame from mine to sustaine ; 
And those two brethren gyauntes did defend 
The walles so stoutly with their sturdie mayne. 
That never entraunce any durst pretend, 
But they to direfiill death their groning ghosts did 
send. 

XVI. 

The noble virgin, ladie of the place. 
Was much dismayed with that dreadful sight, 
(For never was she in so evill cace,) 
till that the prince, seeing her wofill plight, 
Gan her recomfort from so sad affright, 
us service and his dearest life 
''fence against that carle to fight, 
their chiefe and th' author of that strife : 
nerded as the patrone of her life. 



xvn. 



Ef^soones himselfe in glitterand armes he dight. 

And his well proved weapons to him bent ; 

So taking courteous ccmge, be behigbt 

Those gates to he unbar'd, and forth he went. 

Fayre mote he thee, the pro west and most geut, 

lliat ever brandished bright Steele on hye ! 

Whom soone as that onralv rablement 

With his gay squyre issewmg did espye. 

They reard a most ontngeoos dreadfull yelling cry 



xym. 

And therewithal! attonoe at him let fly 
Their flnttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of snow, 
And round about him flocke impetuously. 
Like a great water-flood, that tombling low 
From the high mouotaines, threates to overflow 
With suddein fury all the fertile playne. 
And the sad huslMuidmans long hope doth throw 
Adowne the stxeame, and all his vowes make vayne , 
Nor bounds nor banks his headlong ruine may sus- 
taybe. 

XIX. 

Upon his shield their heaped hayle he bore. 

And with his sword disperst the raskall flockes. 

Which fled asonder, and him fell before; 

As withered leaves drop from their dryed stockes, 

Wlien the wroth western wind does reave their locks . 

And underneath him his courageous steed. 

The fierce Spumador, trode them down like docks , 

The fierce Spumador borne of heavenlie seed ; 

Such as hnomadan of Phoebus race did breed. 



XX. 

Which Buddeine horrour and confused cry 
When as their capteine heard, in baste he yode 
The cause to weet, and feult to remedy : 
Upon atygre swift and fierce he rode. 
That as tne winde ran underneath his lode, 
W^hiles his long legs nigh laught unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and shoulders brode ; 
But of such subtile substance and unsound. 
That like a ghosthe leem'd whose grave-clothes wvre 
unbound: 

XXI. 

And in his hand a bended bow was seene. 
And many arrowes under his right side. 
All deadly danngerous, all cruell keene, 
Headed with flint, and fethers bloody dide ; 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide : 
Those could he well direct and streight as line. 
And bid them strike the marke which he had eyde; 
Ne was there salve, ne was there medicine. 
That mote recure their woundes; so inly they did 
tine. 

xxn. 

As pale and wan as ashes was his looke ; 
His body leane and meagre as a rake; 
And skin all withered like a dryed rooke; 
Thereto as cold and drery as a snake; 
That seemd to tremble evermore and quake : 
All in a canvas thin he was bedight, 
And girded with a belt of twisted brake : 
Upon his head he wore an helmet light. 
Made of a dead mans skull, that seemd a ghastlf 
siffht: 
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ZZIU. 



Maleger was his name : and after him 
There followed fast at hand two wicked hags, 
With hoary lockes all loose, and visage grim ; 
Their feet unshod, their hodies wrapt in rags, 
And hoth as swift on foot as chased stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 
Which with a staffe all full of litle snags 
She did support, and Impotence her name : 
But th' omer was Impatience armd with raging 
fiame* 

ZXIY. 

Soone as the carle from far the prince espyde 
Glistring in armes and warlike ornament. 
His heast he felly prickt on either syde, 
And his mischievous how full readie hent, 
With which at him a cruell shaft he sent : 
But he was warie, and it warded well 
Upon his shield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle qnarrell fell : 
Then he another and another did expeU. 



zz>c 

Which to prevent, the prince his mortall speare 

Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did ride. 

To be avenged of that shot whyleare : 

But he was not so hardy to abide 

That bitter stownd, but, turning quicke aside 

His light-foot beast, fled fast away for feare ; 

Whom to poursue, the Infant after hide 

So fast as his good courser could him beare : 

But labour lost it was to weene approch him neare. 

XXVI. 

Far as the winged wind his tigre fled. 
That vew of eye could scarse him overtake, 
Ne scarse his feet on groimd were seene to tred ; 
Through hils and dales he speedy way did make, 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie passage brake, 
And in his flight the villeine tum'd his face, 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake, 
Whenas the Russian him in fight does chace,) 
Unto his tygres taile, and shot at him apace. 

XXVIT. 

Apace he shot, and yet he fled $^)ace. 
Still as the greedy Imight nigh to him drew ; 
And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 
That him his foe more fiercely should poursew : 
But, when his uncouth manner he did vew. 
He gan avize to follow him no more. 
But keepe his standing, and his shaftes eschew. 
Until 1 he quite had spent his perlous store. 
And then assayle him fresh, ere he could shift for 
more. 

xxvin. 

But that lame hag, still as abroad he strew 
His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe. 
And to him brought, fresh batteill to renew ; 
Which he espying cast her to restraine 
From yielding succour to that cursed swaine. 
And her attaching thought her hands to tye ; 
But, soone as him dismounted on the plaine 
That other hag did far away espye 
Binding her sister, she to him ran hastily ; 



XZIX. 

And catching hold of him, as downe he lent. 
Him backewarde overthrew, and downe him stayd 
With their rude handes and gr}'-esly graplemeut 3 
Till that the villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd *. 
Full litle wanted, but he had him slaine. 
And of the battell balefuU end had made, 
Had not his gentle squire beheld his paine. 
And common to his reskew ere his bitter banor 

XXX. 

So greatest and most glorious thing on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 
So feeble is mans state, and life unsound. 
That in assuraunce it may never stand, 
Till it dissolved be from earthly band ! 
Proofe be thou, prince, the prowest man al3nre,' 
And noblest borne of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did so nearely drive. 
That, had not Grace thee blest, thou shouldest not 
survive. 

XXXI. 

The squ3nre arriving, fiercely in his armes 
Snatcht first the one, and then the other jade. 
His chiefest letts and authors of his harmes. 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade. 
Least that nis lord they should behinde invade ; 
The whiles the prince, prickt with reprochfiil shame 
As one awakte out of long slombring shade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 
United all his powres to pui^e himselfe from blamei 

XXXII. 

Like as a fire, the which in hollow cave 

Hath long bene underkept and down supprest. 

With murmurous disdayne doth inly rave, 

And grudge, in so streight prison to be prest. 

At last breakes forth with furious unrest. 

And strives to mount unto his native seat ; 

All that did earst it hinder and molest, 

Yt now devoures with flames and scorching heat. 

And carries into smoake with rage and horror great 

xxxin. 

So mightely the Briton prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands ; 
And as a beare, whom angry curres have touzd. 
Having off-shakt them and escapt their hands. 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withstands 
Treads down and overthrowes. Now had the carlo 
Alighted from his tigre, and his hands 
Discharged of his bow and deadly qnarle, 
To seize upon his foe flatt lying on the marie. 

xxxnr. 

Which now him tumd to disavantage deare ; 

For neither can he fly, nor other harme. 

But trust unto his strength and manhood meara, 

Sith now he is far from his monstrous swarme. 

And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. 

The knight yet wrothfull for his late disgrace. 

Fiercely advaunst his valorous right arme. 

And him so sore smott with his yron mafiA^^ 

That groveling lo \i\<a ^wixA V«Bk Hj3\,vccA. ^^^ic». 

pVace. 
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, il wwned hee tliat field web then bis owce, 
find all hia labor brought to happy end ; 
K When suddein np tiie villeine orerthrowne 
KOnt of his Bffowoo arose, fresh to contend, 
EAnd gon hiniaeUe to second haltaiU bend, 
E As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
win hoge great atone, vrhich stood upon one end, 
E And had nol bene remored msuiy a, day : 
P Some Isnd-marke seemd to bee, or aigne of aund 
say J 

The same he anatcht, and with eiceeding sway 
Threw at Us foe, who was right well awara 
"* sbunne the engine of his meant decay ; 
_ loofed not to thinlie that throw to baore, 
fiut gron-nd he gave, and hghtly lept nrenre ; 
Eft fierce retouming, aa a foulcon fayre, 
That once hath failed of her aouse full ueare, 
agains into tlia open ajre, 
better fortune dodi heraelio prepayre : 



So bitive retouming. with his brandiaht blade. 
He to the carle himselfe agnyn nddreit. 
And strooke at him so aleniely. that he made 
An open passage through his riven bresi. 
That halfe the Steele behind his bacte did rest ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked evennore 
When the hart blood should gush out of hia cheat. 
Or hiii dead corse sliould fall upon the flote ; 
But hia dead corse upon the flare fell nathemore : 



drop of blood appeared sbed to bee, 
_.. were the wownd so wide and wonderoua 
That through his cartas one might pluj'iilj see. 
Halfe in amnie with horror hideous, 
And balfe in rage to he deluded thus, 
Again tlirough both the sides he strooke hioi quight 
Thai made his spright to grone full piteous i 
Yet nathemore forth fled his groning sprigbt. 
But freahly, as at hrat, prepard himselle to ^ght. 



I Thereat be smitten was wilh great affright. 
And trembling terror did his hart ajipall ; 
Hd wist he what to thinke of that aame aiglil, 
K e what to Bay, ns what to doe at sli : 



I ilis wonder lar eiceeded reasons reach, 
I That be began to doubt his daieled siglii. 
And oft of error did bimselfe appeacb : 
Flesh wiiboul blood, a penion withonl Bpriehl, 
Wound* without burt, a body withonl ought, 
rbat could do« harme, yet could not harmed bee. 
That could not die, yet seemd s moriuU wigbt. 
Thai WIS most strong in nost infinnitfe ; 
Like did be never heare, like did be never see. 



Awhile he stond m this astonishment. 

Yet wonld he not for all his great dismay 

Give over to eSei't his first mtcnt. 

And th' utmost meanes of victory assay, 

Or th' utmost yssew of his ewne decay. 

Hia owne good aword M ordure, that never Iky Id 

At need till now, he lightly threw away. 

And hia bright shield that nought him oow nvsyl 

And with his naked hands him forcibly Bssayld. 



Twiit bis two mighty armes him up he snatcbl. 
And crusht his carcas ao against his brest. 
That the disdainliill sowle he thence diapatcht, 
And th' ydle breath all utterly expreat ; 
Tho, when iie felt him dead, adowne be kest 
The lumpish oorae unto the sencelease gronnd ; 
Adowne he kest it with so puissant wrest. 
That backe agwne it did alolte lebownd. 
And gave against his mother Earth a gronefViU aod 



Aa when loves harnesse-bearing bird from hyo 

Stoupes at a flying heron with proud diadayne. 

The stone-dead quarrey &lle so forciblye. 

That yt rebownds a^Kinat the lowly pliyne, 

A second lall redoubling backe ^ayne. 

Then thought the prince all peril sure was paat. 

And that he victor onely did remayne ; 

No sooner thought, then that the carle aa &st 

Gon heap huge strokes on bink, as ere he down ' 



!«igh his~wits end then woxe tU' amazed knight. 
And thought bis laboi lost, aud Iravetl rayne, 
Against this lifelesae shadow so to fight 



Forthy he gan some other wayes adrize, 
How to take life from that dead-living atrsjne, 
Whom still he marked fresbly to arize 
From th' earth, aiid from her womb new spiiila 



How th' Earth 

She eke, so often aa hia life deroyd. 

Did life with usury to him restore. 

And reyad bim up mush Btrouger than before. 

So aoone as he unto her wombe did fall: 

Therefore to growud he would him cnal no mora, 

tie bim commilt to grave terrestriaU, 

But beare him fsire from bone of succour tisualL 



Tbo up be caught him twiii his puissant hands, 
And liuviog scruzd out of his isriion corse 
The lotbfull life, now looed (rem sinfuU bands. 
Upon his shoulders carried bun perfoiae 
Above three furlongi, taking hia full ctiuise, 
Until he come unto a standing lake : 
Him thereinto he threw without remom, 
Ne slird, nil hope of life did him for«ke : 
So end of thai carles dayes and bii owne pnynes i 
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ZLvn. 



WLich when those wicked hags from far did spye, 
Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands ; 
And th' one of them with dreadful! yelling crye, 
Throwing awaye her broken chaines and bands, 
And having quencht her burning fier-brands, 
Hedlong herselfe did cast into that lake ; 
But Impotence with her owne wilfuU hands 
One of Malegers cursed dartes did take, 
So ryy'd her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 



XLVIII. 



Thus now alone he conqueror remaines : 

Tho, cumming to his squyre that kept his steed, 

Thought to have mounted ; but his reeble vames 

Him fidld thereto and served not his need, [bleed 

Through losse of blood which from his wounds did 

That he began to faint, and life decay : 

But his good squyre, him helping up with speed. 

With stedfast hand upon his horse did stay. 

And led him to the castle by the beaten way. 



zuz. 



Where many groomes and squiers ready were 

To take him from his steed full tenderly ; 

And eke the fa3rrest Alma mett him there 

With balme, and wine, and costly spicery. 

To comfort him in his infirmity : 

Eftsoones she causd him up to be convayd, 

And of his armes despoyled easily 

In sumptuous bed shoe made him to be layd ; 

And, al the while his wounds were dressmg, by him atayd. 



CANTO XII. 



Guy on by palmers govemaunce. 
Passing through perilles great. 

Doth overthrow the Bowre of Blis, 
And Acrasy defeat. 



..,(• 



I. 



Now ginnes that goodly frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrely to rise, and her adorned hed 
To pricke of highest prayse forth to advaunce. 
Formerly grounded and fast setteled 
On firms foundation of true bountyhed : 
And this brave knight, tliat for this vertue fightes. 
Now comes to point of that same perilous sted. 
Where Pleasure dwelles in sensu^ delights, 
MoDgst thousand dangers and ten thousand magick 
mights. 

n. 

Two dayes now in that sea he sayled has, 

Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 

Ne ought save perill, still as he did pas : 

Tho, when appeared the third morrow bright 

Upon the waves to spred her trembling light. 

An hideous roaring far away they heard. 

That all their sences filled with affright ; 

And streight they saw the raging surges reard 

Up to the skyes, that them of drowning made affeard. 



lU. 

Said then the boteman, " Palmer, stere aright 

And keepe an even course ; for yonder way 

We needes must pas (God doe us well acquight!) 

That is the Gulfe of Greedinesse, they say, 

That deepe engorgeth all this worldes pray ; 

Which having swallowd up excessively. 

He soone in vomit up againe doth lay, ^ 

And belcheth fbrth his superfluity, 

That all the seas for fleare doe seeme away to fly. 



nr. 



" On th' other syde an hideous rock is pight 

Of mightie magnes stone, whose craggie clift 

Depending from on high, dreadfuU to sight. 

Over the waves his rugged armes doth lift. 

And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift 

On whoso cometh nigh : yet nigh it drawes 

All passengers, that none from it can shift: 

For, whiles they fly that gulfe*s devouring iawes, 

They on the rock are rent, and sunck in helplea 



wawes. 



▼. 



Forward they posse, and strongly he them rowes, 
Untill Ihey nigh unto that gulfe arryve, 
Where streame more violent and greedy growes : 
Then he with all his puisaunce doth stryve 
To strike his oares, aad mightily doth dryve 
The hollow vessell through the threatfull wave; 
Which, gaping wide to swallow them alyve 
In th' huge abysse of his engulfing ^ve. 
Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great terrour 
rave. 



VI. 



They, passing by, that ^sely mouth did see 

Sucking the seas into his entralles deepe. 

That seemd more horrible than hell to bee. 

Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare steepe 

Through which tie damned ghosts doen often crkep 

Backe to the world, bad livers to torment : 

But nought that falles into this direfull deepe, 

Ne that approchetb nigh the wyde descent. 

May backe retourne,Wl\^^QW^«as»A^\ft\s^^Js«e\^ 
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I •: •■'.' ■ "itr .■ % •;.»•% Hiw 'hv •!».•'.■» lui rejrk^, 

I !.».-i«". :./:•- •■ ••». !. t" ru.iiH**', 

fir. «K->.i ••i.i»'j •..?■• ^ •..■ r.^i* 'if ir^^nbTole; 

At.'i ►». \rf*-l nr ij.*. V '..' !. S».l tiM-i:f irn«kMl lativ, 

^ •■« ii'u'k » iMi *<•• :-•■• • t ■: :iiia'«« 

<'l Bi^- (j. hi •ijiiii./ kit 'ji> ir miS^'iiiir* n^iiatt 

III «ii'i''iii Mi-. ••» iUid luftt*^ ir.'fn. }•••»*••, 

!>•■{ toJ'frwhrtlt-i. mak* fthiimnuk ti<lfii1 

l*'Aii ui tii«ir lii» Hid &UMF for «t«r fuwlr blcnU 



A ■1a-ifi,'fr'/-iJ- iiTi'! 'ii •»--'rfM»' J |:ic»*, 
Jo v. i,.< ti i.'.f !.->! I, 'if f'lw !•• «:ii! iii>rt< apprrirh, 
]'><■ M-l!iL;' iiii-«wf->, w i*>i M-;iju!li-*. Lmm, aiuJ bwe, 
A;.'! *'jTit.'-\nMW*, wi'li i-.T''.^ ii( ravi'iiouH nee. 

Alii I li,fti 1 ir«||» iiijij ( i,i<.iiiiji-<! i|,ri!"i. 

A« luai liMTU. dnviru Lutjj to iLlb deiijiitirffull dnft. 



f X. 

I I.I- ]#:i'ii.i-i, M . ,,.jr trurri iii *>-aifUf |i:i«<t, 

'i 'iu« &.:».',■ •• r,il,.,l.! ilj' i-ri-.i!iij.lMs Mi fi'ir hi;: 



• As th' Me o£ IMw 
AKid *&* AesMB Ml . 

Ne Bade for ihiy-ycTir ibt owtwr* portj 

Flnnc from lunat* wivli smI bard «^sar, 
Oi bcr &TTV tvxiu VM tbcTV deiiTerad/ 
\% faich ■fiwa rds did rale the nijrhi and dar 
Tbmecfonb h firmr-v vu c«:&blubed, 
Aad for ApoOoes icmpk highly hoxicd." 

IIT. 

Thrr to him h tai ea. a» bewcmeth meete ; 
AiA fmmti on Ibmrd : 10 their wmv does Ir, 
Thai one of diose HBe iilands, which doe fleet 
Jd die Wide ses. dwr nccdes most passen by. 
Which scemd so sweet and plesuiiot to the ere. 
That it woold tempt a man to touchen there : 
I'priB the banck iher sitting did espy 
A daintie damseU dreuinf: of her h«ue. 
By whom ■ little skippet floting did appeore. 



XT, 

She them espying, load to them gan call, 
btei I Bidding them' nighfr dnw onto the shore, 
' Kur she had eaoae to ba«e them withall ; 
And theiewitb lowdly Isnght • bat nathemore 

bat kept^on as afore : 

left her lockes undigbt, 
withonten ore, 
Inmched light. 



X. 



*J^^ foiijj i|,i-y i,,wft[ ; aii'l i\,Hi ferrviiiuii 

I liui I life luMtt: wbtiTb iiom liib fri;rot rau ^* 

And tU Ji^hi buLlea dauuriMj all aioujr, ' 

VV liil»-b il«f bult hriiie out of the billowc-si «i,ivji,^. 

At last, f^ur off, iJiey luauy islandei* «pv "^ 

On i. very Bid* flotinjj the floodes enionK : 

i hen «ud tJi« kiii^Lt ; - Jx, ! I tlie laild descry ; 

i iier elore, old uyre, thy courne doe thereunto apply." 



zi. 



Whom oTertskiiigt she in meny sort 

Them gan tobord, and panose diversly ; 

Now faining dul"""*^ and wanton sport. 

Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodestly ; 

I'ill that the palmer gan inll bitteiiy 

Her to lebake, for being loose and light : 

Which not abiding, bat more scornfully 

Scoffing at him that did her iasdy wite. 

She tumd her bote about, and from them rowed qoitSi 



list may not bee," said then the ferryman. 
• L««t wee unw^etjfig hap to be fordonne : 
tor those same isUnds, seeming now and than. 
Are not firme hoid, nor aiiy certein wonne. 
But straglmg plots, which to aiid fro doe ronne 
Tl ^^^""'f ** **:^r* = thererefore are Uiey hiX 

J or Uieyjiave oft drawiie maiy a wandrine witrht 
Into must deadly daunger and dL*treswd pli^hf 

" ^^^^^ they seeme to him. tliat farre doth vew 
Beth laire and fruitfull, and the grownd di^pri ' 
VV 1th grassy greene of d^hjctable hew ; 
And the tail trees with leaves appareled 
Are deckt with blossoms dyde m white and red 
1 hat mote the passengers thereto alltire : ' 

But whosoever once hath fastened 
^ ""Oil, may never it recure, 

•▼wmore unoertein and onsiire. 



xm* 



That was the wanton Phaedria, which late 
Did ferry him over the Idle Lake : 
Whom nought regarding they kept on their gate 
And all her vaine alloraments dici forsake ; 
When them the wary boteman thas bespake. 




XVXII. 



" But by the way there is a great quicksand. 
And a whirlepoole of hidden ieopuxly ; 
Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand ; 
For twixt tliem both the narrow way doth ly." 
Scarse hod he saide, when hard at hand they spy. 
That quicksand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the check^ wave they did descry 
It plaine, and by the sea discoloured : 
It called was the Quickesand of Unthriflyhed. 
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XIX. 



They, passing by, a goodly ship did see 
Laden from far with precious merchandize. 
And bravely furnished as ship might bee, 
Which through great disaventure, or mesprize, 
Herselfe had ronne into that hazardize ; 
Whose mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Labour'd in vaine to have recur'd their prize, 
And the rich wares to save from pitteous spoyle ; 
But neither toyle nor traveill might berbackt recoyle. 



XX. 



On th* other side they see that perilous poole. 
That called was the Whirlepoole of Decay ; 
In which full many had with haplesse doole 
Beesie suncke, of whom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waters rapt with whirling sway, 
Like to a restlesse wheele, still ronning rouna, 
Did covet, as they passed by that way, 
To draw their bote within tne utmost bound 
Of his wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 



XXI. 

But th' heedful boteman strongly forth did stretch 
His brawnie armes, and all his bodie straine, 
That th' utmost sandy breach they shortly fetch. 
Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 
Suddeine they see from midst of all the maine 
The surging waters like a mountaine rise 
And the great sea, puft up with proud disdaine. 
To swell above the measure of his guise. 
As threatning to devoure all that h^ powre despise. 

XXII. 

The waves come rolling, and the billowes rore 

Outragiously, as they enraged were. 

Or wrathfull Neptune did them drive before 

His whirling charet for exceeding feare ; 

For not one pufife of winde there did appeare ; 

That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 

Unweeting what such horrour straunge did reare. 

Eftsoones they saw an hideous hoast arrayd 

Of huge sea-monsters, such as living sence dismayd : 

xxm. 

Most ugly shapes and horrible aspects. 
Such as dame Nature selfe mote feare to see. 
Or shame, that ever should so fowle defects 
From her most cunning hand escaped bee : 
All dreadfull pourtraicts of deformitee : 
Spring-headed hydres ; and sea-shouldring whales ; 
Great whirlpooles, which all fishes make to flee ; 
Bright scolopendraes arm'd with silver scales ; 
Mighly monoceros with immeasured tayles ; 

XXIV. 

The dreadful fish, that hath deserv'd the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull hew ; 
The griesly wasserman, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swiftnes to pursew ; 
The horrible sea-satyre, that doth shew 
His fearefull &ce in time of greatest storme ; 
Huge ziffiiis, whom mariners eschew 
No lesse then rockes, as travellers informe ; 
And greedy rosmarines with visages deforme : 



XXV. 



All these, and thousand thousands many moro. 
And more deformed monsters thousand fold. 
With dreadfull noise and hollow rombling rore 
Came rushing, in the fomy waves enrold 
Which seem'd to fly for feare them to behold : 
Ne wonder, if these did the knight appall ; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 
Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall, 
Compared to the creatures in the seas enti*&ll. 



XXVI. 



*' Feare nought," then saide the palmer well aviz'd, 

" For these same monsters are not these in deed. 

But are into these fearefull shapes disguiz'd 

By that same wicked witch, to worke us dreed. 

And draw from on this iourney to proceed." 

Tho, lifting up his vertuous stafie on hye. 

He smote the sea, which calmed was with speed. 

And all that dreadfull armie fast gan flye 

Into great Tethys bosome, where they hidden lye. 

XX VII. 

Quit from that danger forth their course they kept ; 

And as they went tney heard a ruefull cry 

Of one that wayld and pittifully wept. 

That through the sea th' resounding plaints did fly : 

At last they in an island did espy 

A seemely maiden, sitting by the shore. 

That with great sorrow and sad agony 

Seemed some great misfortune to deplore. 

And lowd to them for succour called evermore. 



XX VIII. 

Which Guyon hearing, streight his palmer bed 

To store the bote towaids that dolefull mayd. 

That he might know and ease her sorrow sad : 

Who, him avizing better, to him sayd ; 

" Faire sir, be not displeasd if disobayd : 

For ill it were to hearken to her cry , 

For she is inly nothing ill apayd ; 

But onely womanish fine forgery. 

Your stubbome hart t'afiect with firaile infirmity 



ZXIX. 

" To which when she your coun^ hath inclind 
Through foolish pitty, then her guilefull bayt 
She will embosome deeper in your mind^ 
And for your ruine at the last awayt." 
The knight was ruled, and the boteman 8tn3rt 
Held on his course with stayed stedfastnesse, 
Ne ever shroncke, ne ever sought to ba3rt 
His tynd armes for toylesome wearinesse ; 
But with his oares cud sweepe the watry wilder- 
nesse. 

XXX. 

And now they nigh approched to the sted 

Whereas those mermayds dwelt : it was a still 

And calmy bay, on th' one side sheltered 

With the brode shadow of an hoarie hill ; 

On th' other side an high rocke toured still. 

That twixt them both a pleasaunt port they made, * 

And did like an halfe theatre fulfill: 

There those five sisters had continuall trade. 

And usd to bath themselves Ui^b36^.^<%«j^c^f&^^«:)a^>^. 
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XXXI. 



lliinr were faire ladies, till they fondly striy'd 
^Vlth til* Heliconian Maides for maystery ; 
Of whom they orer-comen were depriy*a 
Of their proud beaatie, and th' one moyity 
Transform'd to fish for their bold surauedrv ; 
Hut Ur upper halfe their hew retayned still, 
And their sweet skill in wonted melody ; 
Which erer aller they abusd to ill, 
T' allure wetka triTeillers, whom gotten they did 
kill. 



XXXII. 

flo now to Guyon, as be passed by, 

Their pleasaunt tunes they sweetly thus applyde ; 

" O thou fayre sonne of gentle Faery, 

That art in mi^htie armes most magnifyde 

Abore all knights that ever batteil tirae, 

tume thy rudder hetherward awhile : 
H«re may thy storme-bett vessell safely ryde ; 
'Hiis is tne port of rest from troublous toyle, 

The worlds sweet in from paine and wearisome t«^ 
moyle." 

xxxm. 

With that the rolling sen, resounding soft, 
In his big base them fitly answered ; 
And on the rocke the waves breaking aloft 
A Nolemne meane unto them measured ; 
I'he whiles sweet Zephyrus lowd whisteled 

1 Us treble, a straunge kinde of harmony ; 
Which Ouyons senses softly tickeled. 
That he tlie boteman bad row easily. 

And Ut him heare some part of their rare melody. 

XXXIV. 

But him the palmer from that vanity 
With temperate advice diacounselled, 
Tlmt they it past, and shortly gan descry 
The land to which their course they levelled ; 
When suddeinly a grosse fog over spred 
With his dull vapour all that desert has. 
And heavens chearefull face enveloped. 
That all things one, and one as nothing was. 
And this great universe seemd one confused m-as. 

XXXV. 

Thereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wist 

How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide. 

But feard to wander in that wastefiill mist. 

For tombling into mischiefe unespyde : 

Worse is the daunger hidden then descride. 

Suddeinly an innumerable flight 

Of harmefuU fowles about them fluttering cride, 

And with their wicked wings them ofte did smight, 

And sore annoyed, groping in that griesly night 

XXXVI. 

Even all the nation of unfortunate 

And fatall birds about them flocked were, 

81 ch as by nature men abhorre and hate ; 

The ill-fai»t« '*«»i«» deaths dreadfull messengere ; 

The hop- i» trump of dolefull drere ; 

The 1*" dayes enimy ; 

The "raiting on the bere ; 

T** ■vhoso heares doth dy ; 

'^ ihets of sad destiny : 



xxxrn. 



All those, and all that els does horror breed. 
About them flew, and fild their sayles with feare : 
Yet stayd they not, but forward did proceed, 
Whiles th* one did row, and th' other stifly steare ; 
Till that at last the weather gan to cleare. 
And the faire land itselfe did plajrnly show. 
Said then the palmer ; " Lo ! where does appeare 
The sacred soile where all our penlls grow ! 
Therefore, Sir Knight, your ready arms about you 
throw.** 

xxxym. 

He hearkned, and his armes about him tooke. 

The whiles the nimb1» bote so well her sped. 

That with her crooked keele the land she strooke : 

Then forth the noble Guyon sallied. 

And his sage palmer that him governed ; 

But th* other by his bote behind did stay. 

They marched &3rrly forth, of nought ydred. 

Both firmely armd /or every hard assay, 

With constancy and care, gainst daunger and dismay. 

XXXIX. 

Ere long tiiey heard an hideous bellowing 

Of many beasts, that roard outrageously, 

As if that hungers poynt or Venus sting 

Had them enri^^ with fell surquedry ; 

Yet nought th^ feaid, but past on hardily, 

Untill they came in Tew of those wilde beasts. 

Who all attonce, gaping full greedily. 

And rearine ferc^y dieir upstaring crests. 

Ran toward to devour those unexpected guests. 



But, BOone as they approcht with deadly threat. 
The palmer over them his staffe upheld. 
His mighty staffe, that could all charmes defeat : 
Eflsoones their stubbome corages were queld. 
And high advaunced crests downe meekely feld ; 
Instead of fraying they themselves did feare. 
And trembled, as them passing they beheld : 
Such wondrous powre did in that staffe appeare. 
All monsters to subdew to him that did it beare. 



xu. 

Of that same wood it firam*d was cunningly, 
Of which Caduceus whilome was made, 
Caduceus, the rod of Mercury, 
With which he wonts the Stygian realmes invade 
Through ghastly horror and etemall shade ; 
Th' intemall feends with it he can asswage. 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can persuade. 
And rule the Furyes when they most doe rage ; 
Such vertue in his staffe had eke this palmar sage 



XLn. 

Thence passing forth, they shortly doe anyve 
Whereas the Bowre of Buss was situate ; 
A place pickt out by choyce of best aly ve. 
That natures works by art can imitate : 
In which whatever in this worldly state 
Is sweete and pleasing unto living sense. 
Or that may dayntest fantasy aggrate. 
Was poured forth with plentiful! dispence, 
And made there to abound wilh lavish affluence. 
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XLIIX. 



Goodly it was enclosed rownd about, 

As well their entred guestes to keep within. 

As those unruly beasts to hold wiUiout ; 

Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin ; 

Nought feard their force, that fortilage to win, 

But Wisedomes powre, and Temperaunces might. 

By which the mightiest things efforced bin : 

And eke the gate was wrought of substaunce light. 

Rather for pleasure then for battery or fight. 

xuy. 

Yt framed was of precious y vory, 
That seemd a worke of admirable witt ; 
And therein all the famous history 
Of Jason and Medaea was ywritt ; 
Her mighty charmes, her furious loving fitt ; 
His goodly conquest of the golden fleece, 
His falsed fayth, and love too lightly flitt ; 
The wondred Argo, which in venturous peece 
First through the Euxine seas bore all the flowr of 
Greece. 

ILV. 

Ye might have seen the frothy billowes try 
Under the ship as thorough them she went, 
That seemd the waves were into yvory, 
Or yvory into the waves were sent ; 
Ana otherwhere the snowy substaunce sprent 
"With vermeil, like the boyes blood therein shed, 
A piteous spectacle did represent; 
And otherwhiles with gold besprinkeled 
Yt seemed th' enchaunted flame, which did Creusa 
wed. 

XLVI, 

AH this and more might in that goodly gate 

Be red, that ever open stood to all 

Which thether came : but in the porch there sate 

A comely personage of stature tall. 

And semblaunce pleasing, more then naturall. 

That traveilers to him seemd to entize ; 

His looser garment to the ground did fall, 

And flew about his heeles in wanton wize. 

Not fitt for speedy pace or manly exercize. 

xLvn. 

They in that place him Genius did call : 
Not that celestiall Powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of aU 
That lives, perteines in charge particulare, 
' Who wonorous things concerning our welfare. 
And straunge phantomes, doth lett us ofte foresee. 
And ofte of secret ills bids us beware : 
That is our Selfe, whom though we do not see. 
Yet each doth in himselfe it well perceive to bee : 

XLvm.* 

Therefore a god him sage Antiquity 

Did wisely make, and good Agdistes call ; 

But this same was to that quite contrary. 

The foe of life, that good envyes to all. 

That secretly doth us procure to fall [see : 

Through guilefull semblants, which he makes us 

He of this gardin had the govemall, 

And Pleasures porter was devizd to bee, 

Holding a staffe in hand for more formalitee. 



ZLIX. 



With diverse flowres he daintily was deckt. 
And strowed rownd about ; and by his side 
A mighty mazer bowle of wine was sett, 
As if it had to him bene sacrifide ; 
Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyfide .* 
So did he eke Sir Guyon passing by j 
But he his ydle curtesie defide. 
And overthrew his bowle disdainfully. 
And broke his staffe, with which he charmed sem« 
blants sly. 

L. 

Thus being entred they behold arownd 
A large and spacious plaine, on every side 
Strowed with pleasauns; whose fayre grassy grownd 
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 
With all the ornaments of Floraes pride. 
Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in scome 
Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride 
Did decke her, and too lavishly adome. 
When forth fi'om virgin bowre she comes in th' 
early mome. 

LI. 

Thereto the hevens alwayes joviall 
Lookte on them lovely, still in stedfaste state, 
Ne suffred storme nor frost on them to fall. 
Their tender buds or leaves to violate: 
Nor scorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 
T* afflict the creatures which therein did dwell ; 
But the milde ayre with season moderate 
Gently attempred, and disposd so well, 
That still it breathed forth sweet spirit and holesom 
smell: 

ui. 

More sweet and holesome then the pleasaunt hill 

Of Rhodope, on which the nymphe, that bore 

A gyaunt babe, herselfe for griefe did kill ; 

Or the ThessaUan Tempo, where of yore 

Fayre Daphne Phoebus hart with love did gore ; 

Or Ida, where the gods lov'd to repayre, 

Whenever they their hevenly bowres forlore ; 

Or sweet Pamasse the haunt of muses fa3rre : 

Or Eden selfe, if ought with Eden mote compayre. 



un. 

Much wondred Guyon at the fayre aspect 

Of that sweet place, yet suffred no delight 

To sincke into his sence nor mind affect; 

But passed forth, and lookt still forward right, 

Bryifiing his will and maystering his might : 

Till that he came unto another gate ; 

No gate, but like one, being goodly dight 

With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 

Their clasping armes in wanton wreathings intricate 



LIV. 

So fashioned a porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracing vine. 
Whose bounches hanging downe seemd to entice 
All passers-by to taste their lushious wine. 
And did Uiemselves into their hands incline. 
As freely offering to be gathered ; 
Some deepe empurpled as the hyacine, 
Some as the rubine laughing sweetely red. 
Some like faire einft«Mdft^,T!kSA^^^ 
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LV. 



And tbem amongst some were of burnisht gold. 
So made by art to beautify tbe rest, 
Wbicb did themselves emongst the leaves enfold. 
As lurking from the vew of covetous guest. 
That the weake boughes with so rich load opprest 
Did bow adowne as overburdened. 
Under that porch a comely dame did rest 
Clad in fayre weedes but fowle disordered, 
And garments loose that seemd unmeet for woman- 
hod: 



LVI. 

In her left hand a cup of gold she held. 

And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 

Whose sappy liquor, that with fiilnesse sweld, 

Into her cup she scruzd with daintie breach 

Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach, 

That so faire winepresse made the wine more sweet : 

Thereof she usd to give to dnnke to each, 

Whom passing by she happened to meet : 

It was her guise all Btraungers goodly so to greet. 

Lvn. 

So she to Guyon offred it to tast ; 
Who, taking it out of her tender bond. 
The cup to ground did violently cast, 
That all in peeces it was broken fond. 
And with the liquor stained all the lond : 
Whereat Excesse exceedingly was wroth. 
Yet no'te the same amend, ne yet withstond. 
But suffered him to passe, all were she loth ; 
Who, nought regarding her displeasure, forward goth. 

LVIII. 

There the most daintie paradise on ground 

Itselfe doth offer to his sober eye. 

In which all pleasures plenteously abownd. 

And none does others happinesse envye ; 

The painted flowres ; the trees upshooting bye ; 

The dales for shade ; the hilles for breathing space ; 

The trembling groves ; the christall running by ; 

And, that which all faire workes doth most aggrace. 

The art, which all that wrought, appeared in no place. 

LIX. 

One would have thought, (so cunningly the rude 

And scorned partes were mingled with ue fine,) 

That Nature had for wantonesse ensude 

Art, and that Art at Nature did repine ; 

So striving each th* other to undermine, 

Each did the others worke more beautify ; 

So diff'ring both in willes agreed in fine : 

So all agreed, through sweete diversity. 

This gaurdin to adome with all variety. 

LX, 

And in the midst of all a fountaine stood. 

Of richest substance that on earth might bee. 

So pure and shiny that the silver fiood 

Through every channell running one might see ; 

Most goodly it with curious 3rmageree 

Was over- wrought, and shapes of naked boyes, 

Of which some seemd with lively iollitee 

To fly about, playing then: wanton toyes, 

■•Vhylest others did themselves embay in liquid ioyea. 



LXI. 

And over all of purest gold was spred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was so coloured, 
That wight, who did not well avis'd it vew. 
Would surely deeme it to bee 3rvie trew : 
Low his lascivious armes adown did creepe, 
I'hat themselves dipping in the silver dew 
Their fleecy .flowres they fearefiilly did steepe. 
Which drops of christall seemd for wantones to 
weep. 

Lxn. 

Infinit streames continually did well 
Out of this fountaine, sweete and faire to see. 
The which into an ample laver fell, 
And shortly grew to so great quantitie. 
That like a litle lake it seemd to bee ; 
Whose depth exceeded not three cubits bight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom see. 
All pav'd beneath with jaspar shining bright. 
That seemd the fountaine in that sea did sayle up- 
right. 

Lxni. 

And all the margent round about was sett 
With shady laurell trees, thence to defend 
The sunny beames which on the billowes bett, 
And those which therein bathed mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the same to wend. 
Two naked damzelles he herein espyde. 
Which therein bathing seemed to contend 
And wrestle wantonly, ne car*d to hyde 
Their dainty partes from raw of any which them 
eyd. 

Lxir. 

Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 

Above the waters, and then downe f^aine 

Her plong, as over-maystered by might. 

Where hoih awhile would covered remaine. 

And each the other from to rise restraine ; 

The whiles their snowy limbes, as through a vele. 

So through the christall waves appeared plaine : 

Then suddeinly both would themselves unhele, 

And th' amorous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes revele. 

LXV. 

As that faire starre, the messenger of mome. 

His deawy face out of the sea doth reare : 

Or as the Cyprian goddesse, newly borne 

Of th' ocean's fruitmll froth, did first appeare : 

Such seemed they, and so their yellow heare 

Christalline humor dropped downe apace. 

Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him neare, 

And somewhat gan relent his earnest pace ; 

His stubbome brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace. 

LXVI. 

The wanton maidens him espying, stood 

Gazing awhile at his unwonted guise ; 

Then 3i' one herselfe low ducked in the flood, 

Abasht that her a straunger did avise : 

But th' other rather higher did arise. 

And her two lilly paps aloft displayd. 

And all, that might his melting hart entyse 

To her delights, she unto him bewrayd ; 

The rest, hidd underneath, him more desirous made. 
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Lzyn. 

With that the other likewise up arose. 

And her faire lockes, which formerly were bownd 

Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose, 

Which flowing long and thick her cloth'd arownd, 

And th' y vorie in golden mantle gownd : 

So that laire spectacle from him was reft, 

Yet that which reft it no lesse faire was fownd : 

So hidd in lockes and waves from lookers theft, 

bought hut her lovely face she for his looking left. 

Lxvin. 

Withall she laughed, and she hlusht withall, 

That blushing to her laughter gave more grace, 

And laughter to her blushing, as did fall. 

Now when they spyde the knight to slacke his pace 

Them to behold, and in his sparkling face 

I'he secrete signes of kindled lust appeare. 

Their wanton merriments they did encreace. 

And to him beckned to approch more neare. 

And shewd him many sights that corage cold could 



ucxm. 



reare 



LXIZ. 



On which when gazing him the palmer saw. 

He much rebukt those wandring eyes of his, 

And counseld well him forward thence did draw. 

Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of Blis, 

Of her fond favorites so nam'd amis ; 

When thus the palmer ; " Now, sir, well aviso ; 

For here the end of all our traveill is : 

Here wonnes Acrasia, whom we must surprise. 

Els she will slip away, and all our drift despise." 

LXX. 

Eftsoones they heard a most melodious sound. 
Of all that mote delight a daintie eare. 
Such as attonce might not on living ground. 
Save in this paradise, be heard elsewhere : 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read what manner musicke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleasing is to living eare 
Was there consorted in one harmonee ; 
Birdes, voices, instruments, windes, waters, all 
agree: 

LXXI 

The ioyous birdes, shrouded in chearefull shade. 
Their notes unto the voice attempred sweet ; 
Th' angelicall soft trembling voyces made 
To th' instruments divine respondence meet ; 
The silver-sounding instruments did meet 
With the base murmure of the waters fall ; 
The waters fall with difference discreet. 
Now soft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling wind low answered to dL 

Lxxn. 

There, whence that musick seemed heard to bee. 

Was the faire witch herselfe now solacing 

With a new lover, whom, tlirough sorceree 

And witchcraft, she from farre did th ether bring : 

There she had him now laid a slombering 

In secret shade after long wanton ioyes ; 

Whilst round about them pleasauntly did sing 

INIany faire ladies and lascivious boyes. 

That ever mixt their song with Uglit licentious toyes. 



And all that while ri^ht over him she hong 

With her false eyes fast fixed in his sight. 

As seeking medicine whence she was stong. 

Or greedily depasturing delight ; 

And oft inclining downe with kisses light. 

For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd. 

And through his humid eyes did sucke his spright, 

Quite molten into lust and pleasure lewd ; 

Wherewith she sighed soft, as if his case she rewd. 



IXZIV. 

The whiles some one did chaunt this lovely lay ; 

Ah! see, who9ofayre thing doestfaine to see. 

In springing Jlowre the image of thy day ! 

Ah! see the virgin rose^ how sweetly sftee 

Doth first peepefoorth with bashftUl modestee, 

That fairer seemes the lesse ye see her may ! 

Lo ! see, soone after how more bold and free 

Her bared bosome she doth broad display ; 

Lo ! see soone after how she fades and falls away ! 

LXXV. 

So passetht in the passing cf a day^ 

Of mortall life the leafe^ ^le bud, iheflowre ; 

Ne more dothflorish after first decay. 

That ear St was sought to deck both bed and bowre 

Of many a lady, and many a paramowre ! 

Gather therefore the rose whilest yet is prime, 

For soone comes age that will Jier pride defiowre : 

Gather the rose of love whilest yet is time, 

Whilest loving thou mayst loved be with equaU crime, 

LXXVI. 

He ceast ; and then gan all the quire of birdes 
Their diverse notes t'attune unto his lay. 
As in appro vaunce of his pleasing wordes. 
The constant pa3rre heard all that he did say. 
Yet swarved not, but kept their forward way 
Through many covert groves and thickets close. 
In which they creeping did at last display 
That wanton lady, with her lover lose. 
Whose sleepie head she in her lap did soft dispose. 

LXX VII. 

Upon a bed of roses she was layd. 

As faint through heat, or dight to pleasant sin ; 

And was arayd, or rather disarayd. 

All in a vele of silke and silver thin. 

That hid no whit her alablaster skin. 

But rather shewd more white, if more might bee : 

More subtile web Arachne cannot spin ; 

Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven see 

Of scorched deaw, do not in th'ayre more lightly flee. 

Lxxvin. 

Her snowy brest was bare to ready spoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n'ote therewith be fild ; 
And yet, through languour of her late sweet toyle, 
Few drops, more cleare then nectar, forth distild. 
That like pure orient perles adowne it trild ; 
And her faire eyes, sweet smyling in delight, 
Moystened their fierie beames, with which she thrild 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not ; like starry li^ht^ 
Which, sparckling on the «Al«c&^?9%!^«^«^KM«k ^rwbes^ 
moi« 'bn^'bx. 
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LXZIX. 



Th« young man, sleeping bj lier, aeemd to be 
Some goodly ewmjme of honorable piece ; 
That certes it great pitty was to see 
Him his nobility so fowle deface : 
A sweet regard and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly ttemesse, did aroeare. 
Yet sleeping, in his well-proportiond face ; 
And on his tender lips the downy hears 
Did not but freshly spring, and silken bloaaomfl 
beare. 

LZXX. 

His warlike annes, the ydle instruments 
Of sleeping praise, were hong apon a tree : v 
And his brave shield, full of old moniments. 
Was fowly ras't, that none the signes might see; 
Ne for them ne for honour cared hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and wastfull luxnree, 
His dayes, his goods, his bodie he did spend : 
O homble enchantment, that h^m so did blend ! 

LXXZI. 

The noble elfe and carefull palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but lustfull game. 
That suddein forth they on them rusht, and threw 
A subtile net, which only for that same 
The skilful! palmer formally did frame : 
So held them under fast ; the whiles the rest 
Fled all away for feare of fowler shame. 
The faire enchauntresse, so unwares opprest, 
Tryde all her arts and all her sleights tnence out to 
wrest; 

Lxzxn. 

And eke her lover strove ; but all in vaine : 
For that same net so cunningly was wound 
That neither guile nor force might it distraine. 
They tooke them both, and both them strongly bound 
In captive bandes, which there they readie found: 
But her in cbaines of adamant he tyde * 
For nothing else might keepe her safe and sound • 
But Verdant (so he bight) he soone untyde. 
And counsell sage in steed thereof to him applyde. 



LXXXUI. 



But all those pleasannt bowres, and pallace brave, 
Guyoo broke downe with rigour pitdlesse : 
Ne ought their goodly workmanship might save 
Them from the tempest of his wrathfulnesse 
But that their blisse he tum'd to balefulnesse ; 
Their groves he fold ; their gardins did de&ce ; 
Their arbers spoyle ; their cabinets suppresse ; 
Their banket-houses burne; their builmngs race ; 
And, of the fiiynst late, now made the fowlest place 



Lzxznr, 



Then led they her away, and eke that knight 
They with them led, both sorrowfuU and sad : 
The way thej came, the same retoum'd they right. 
Tin they arrived where they lately had 
Charm'a those wild beasts that rag'd with furie mad ; 
Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 
As in Uieir mistresse redkew, whom tibey lad ; 
But them the palmer soone did pacify. 
Tlien Guyon askt, what meant those beastes which 
there did ly. 

LZXXV. 

Sayd he ; "These seeming beasts are men in deed. 
Whom diis eochanntresse nath transformed thus, 
Whylome her lovers, which her lustes did feed. 
Now tamed into figures hideous. 
According to their mindes like n^onstruous.*' 
" Sad end," quoth he, *' of life intemperate. 
And mounienil meed of ioyes delicious ! 
But, palmer, if it mote thee so agsprate. 
Let them retozned be unto iheir former state." 

'lxxxvi. 

Streightway he with his virtuous stafife them strooke, 

And streight of beastes they comely men became ; 

Yet being men they did unmanly looke. 

And stared ghastly ; some for inward shame. 

And some for wnth to see their captive dame : 

But one above the rest in speciall 

That had an hog beene late, bight Giylle by name, 

Repyned greatly, and did him miscall 

That had from hoggish forme him brought to naturall 



Lxvrvn. 

Saide Guyon ; " See the mind of beastly man. 

That hath so soone forrot the excellence 

Of bis creation, when he life began. 

That now he chooseth with vile difference 

To be a beast, and lacke intelligence !" 

To whom the pahner thus ; « ITie donghill kinde 

iJelightes in filth and fowle incontinence : 

Let Gryll be Gryll, and have his hoggish minde : 

But let us hence depart whilest wether senres and winde," 
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CONTAYNINO 



THE LEGEND OF BRITOMARTIS, OR OF CHASTITY. 



It falls me here to write of Chastity, 
That &yrest vertue, fea above the rest: 
For which what needes me fetch from Faery 
Forreine ensamples it to have exprest ? 
Sith it is shrined in my soveraines brest, 
And formd so lively in each perfect part, 
That to all ladies, which have it prorest,, 
Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art : 

n. 

But living art may not least part expresse. 
Nor life-resembling pencill it can paynt : 
All were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His daedale hand would faUe and greatly faynt. 
And her perfections with his error tajrnt : 
Ne poets witt, that passeth painter farre 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt. 
So hard a workemanship adventure darre. 
For feare through want of words her excellence to 
marre. 



m 



How then shall I, apprentice of the skill 
That whilome in divinest wits did rayne. 
Presume so high to stretch mine humble quill 1 
Yet now my luckelesse lott doth me constrayne 
Hereto perrorce: but, O dredd soverayne, 
Thus far forth pardon, sith that choicest witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne. 
That I in colourd showes may shadow itt. 
And ^tique praises unto present persons fitt. 



XV. 

But if in living colours, and right hew, 
Thyselfe thou covet to see pictured. 
Who can it doe more lively, or more trew. 
Then that sweete verse, with nectar sprinckeled. 
In which a gracious servaunt pictured 
His Cynthia, his heavens fayrest light 1 
That with his melting sweetnes ravished. 
And with the wonder of her beames bright. 
My sences lulled are in slomber of delight. 



V. 



But let that same delitious poet lend 

A little leave unto a rusticke muse 

To sing his mistresse prayse ; and let him mend. 

If ought amis her liking may abuse : 

Ne let his fayrest Cjrnthia refuse 

In mirrours more then one herselfe to see ; 

But either Gloriana let her chuse. 

Or in Belphoebe fiuhioned to bee ; 

In th' one her rule, in th' other her rare chastitM. 
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CANTO I. 

Guyon encountreth Britomart: 
Fa3rre Florimell is chaced : 

Duessaes traines and Malecas 
taes cliampions are defaced. 



t. 



The famous Briton prince and Faery knight, 
After long ways and perilous paines endur'd 
Having their weary hmbes to perfect plight 
Restord, and sory wounds right well recur'd, 
Of the faire Alma greatly were procur'd 
To make there lenger soioume and abode ; 
But, when thereto they might not be allur'd . 
From seeking praise and deedes of armes abrode, 
They courteous cong6 tooke, and forth together yode. 

n. 

But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent, 
Because of traveill long, a nigher way, 
With a strong gard, all reskew to prevent. 
And her to Faery court safe to convay ; 
That her for witnes of his hard assay 
Unto his Faery Queene he might present : 
But he himselfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment. 
And seek adventures, as he with Prince Arthure 
went. 

in. 

Long so they traveiled through wastefiill wayes. 

Where daungers dwelt, and perils most did wonne. 

To hunt for glory and renowmed prayse : 

Full many countreyes they did overronne, 

From the uprising to the setting sunne. 

And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 

Of all the which they honour ever wonne, 

Seeking the weake oppressed to relieve. 

And to recover right tor snch as wrong did grieve. 

IV. 

At last, as through an open plaine they yode. 
They spide a knight that towards pricked faj^ej 
And him beside an aged squire there rode. 
That seemd to couch under his shield tliree-square, 
As if that age badd him that burden spare. 
And yield it those that stouter could it wield : 
He, them espjring, gan himselfe prepare. 
And on his anne addresse his goodly shield 
That bore a lion passant in a golden field. 



V. 

Which seeing good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince, of grace, to let him ronne that tume. 
He graunted : tnen the Faery quickly raught 
His ^ "^eare, and sharply gan to spume 

H ^hos fiery feete did burne 

IS he thereon did tread , 
•*cke his foote retume, 
d came withouten dread, 
fti speare against the others hoad 



VI. 

They beene 3rmett, and both theyx points arrived ; 
But Guyon drove so furious and fell, [riv'd ; 

That seemd both shield and plate it would have 
Nathelesse it bore his foe not vrom. his sell. 
But made him stagger, as he were not well : 
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware. 
Nigh a speares length behind his crouper fell ; 
Yet in his fall so well himselfe he bare, 
That mischievous mischaunce his life and limbs did 
spare. 

VII. 

Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ; 
For never yet, sith warlike armes he bore 
And shivering speare in bloody field first shooke. 
He fownd himselfe dishonoured so sore. 
Ah ! gentlest knight, that ever armor bore, 
Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene. 
And brought to grownd, that never wast before ; 
For not thy fault, but secret powre unseene ; 
That speare enchaunted was which layd thee on the 
greene! 

VIII. 

But weenedst thou what wight thee overthrew. 

Much greater griefe and shamefuller regrett 

For thy hard fortune then thou wouldst renew. 

That of a single damzell thou wert mett 

On equall plaine, and there so hard besett : 

Even the famous Britomart it was. 

Whom straunge adventure did from Britayne fett 

To seeke her lover (love far sought alas ! ) 

Whose image shee had seene in Venus looking-glas. 



IX. 

Full of disdainefull wrath, he fierce uprose 
For to revenge that fowle reprochefuU shame. 
And snatching his bright sword began to close 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came ; 
Dve rather would he then endure that same. 
Which when his palmer saw, he gan to feare 
His toward perill, and untoward blame, 
Which by that new rencounter he should reare ; 
For Death sate on the point of that enchaunted 
speare: 

And hasting towards him gan fayre perswade 
Not to provoke misfortune, nor to weene 
His speares default to mend with cniell blade j 
For by his mightie science he had seene 
The secrete vertue of tljat weapon keene, 
That mortall puissaunce mote not withstond : 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy beene! 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond, 
To loose long-gotten honour with one evill bond. 
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zi. 

By such good meanes be him discounselled 
From prosecuting his revenging rage : 
And eke the prince like treaty handeled. 
His wrathfull will with reason to aswage ; 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 
But to his starting steed that swarv'd asyde, 
And to the ill purveyaunce of his page, 
That had his furnitures not firmely tyde : 
So is his angry corage fa3rrly pacifyde. 

xn. 

Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and affection chaste ; 
And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour be defaste 
Of friend or foe, whoever it embaste, 
Ne armes to bear against the others syde : 
In which accord the prince was also plaste. 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde : 
So goodly all agreed, they forth 3rfere did ryde. 

XIII. 

O, goodly usage of those antique tymes, 
In which the sword was servaunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crymes. 
But all for prayse and proofe of manly might. 
The martiall brood accustomed to fight : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the vanquished had no despight : 
Let later age that noble use envy, 
Vyle rancor to avoid and cruel! surquedry ! 

XJV. 

Long they thus travelled in friendly wise, 
Through countreyes waste, and eke well edifyde, 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whylome full demly tryde : 
At length they came into a forest wyde, 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 
Full griesly seemed : therein they long did ryde. 
Yet tract of living creature none they fownd. 
Save beares, lyons, and buls, which romed them 
arownd. 

• XV. 

AU suddenly out of the thickest brush. 
Upon a milk-white palfrey all alone, 
A goodly lady did foreby them rush. 
Whose face did seeme as cleare as christall stone. 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone : 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold, 
And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone. 
Which fledd so fast that nothing mote him hold. 
And scarse them leasure gave her passing to behold. 



xvr. 

Still as she fledd her eye she backward threw. 
As fearing evUl that poursewed her fast ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew. 
Loosely disperst with puff of every blast : 
All as a blazing starre doth farre outcast 
His hearie beames, and flaming locks dispredd. 
At sight whereof the people stand aghast ; 
But the sage wisard telles as he has redd, 
That it importunes death and dolefull dreryhedd. 



xvn. 

So as they gazed afler her awhyle, 
Lo ! where a griesly foster form did rush, 
Breathing out beastly lust her to defyle : 
His tyrehng jade he fiersly forth did push 
Through thicke and thin, both over banck and bush. 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke. 
That from his gory sydes the blood did gush : 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke. 
And in his clownish hand a sharp bore-speare he 
shooke. 

xrnr. 

Which outrage when those gentle knights did see. 

Full of great envy and fell gealosy 

They stayd not to avise who first should bee. 

But all spurd after, fast as they mote fly. 

To reskew her from shamefull villany. 

The prince and Guyon equally bylive 

Herselfe pursewd, m hope to win thereby 

Most goodly meede, the farest dame alive : 

But aiier the foule foster Timias did strive. 



XIX. 

The whiles faire Britomart, whose constant mind 
Would not so lightly follow beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of ladies love, did stay behynd ; 
And them awaited there a certaine space. 
To weet if they would tume backe to that place : 
But when she saw them gone, she forward went. 
As lay her iourney, through that perlous pace. 
With stedfast corage and stout hardiment ; 
Ne evil thing she feard, ne evill thing she ment. 



XX. 

At last as nigh out of the wood she came, 
A stately castle far away she spyde. 
To which her steps directly she did frame. 
That castle was most goodly edifyde, 
And plaste for pleasure nigh that forrest syde : 
But faire before the gate a spatious playne. 
Mantled with greene, itselfe did spredaen wyde. 
On wlrich she saw six knights, that did darrayne 
Fiers battaill against one with cruell might and 
ma3rne. 

XXI. 

Mainely they all attonce upon him laid. 

And sore besett on every side arownd. 

That nigh he breathlesse erew, yet nought dismaid, 

Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd, 

All had he lost much blood through many a wownd ; 

But stoutly dealt his blowes, and every way. 

To which he turned in his wrathfull stownd, 

Made them recoile, and fly from dredd decay. 

That none of all the six before him durst assay * 

xxir. 

Like dastard curres, that, having at a bay 
The salvage beast embost in wearie chace. 
Dare not adventure on the stubbome pray, 
Ne b3rte before, but rome from place to place 
To get a snatch when turned is his face. 
In such distresse and doubtfuU leopardy 
When Britomart him saw, she ran apace 
Unto his reskew, and with earnest cry 
Badd those same six forbeare that single ^^okscc^^ 
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zxni. 

But to her cry they list not lenden eare, 

Ne ought the more their mightie strokes suroeasse ; 

But, gathering him rownd ahout more neare, 

Their direfuU rancour rather did encreasse ; 

Till that she rushing through the thickest preasse 

Perforce disparted meir compacted gyre, 

And soone compeld to hearken unto peace : 

Tho gan ^e myldly of them to inqu3rre 

The cause of their dissention and outrageous yre. 

xxir. 

Whereto that single knight did answere frame ; 
• These six would me enforce, by oddes of might. 
To chaunge my liefe, and love another dame ; 
That death me liefer were then such despight. 
So unto wrong to yield my wrested right : 
For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 
Ne list me chaunge ; she th' errant damzell hight ; 
For whose deare sake full many a bitter stownd 
I hanre endurd, and tasted many a bloody wownd." 

xxv. 

" Certes," said she, " then beene ye sixe to blame, 

To weene your wrong by force to iustify : 

For knight to leave his lady were great shame 

That faithfull is ; and better were to dy. 

All losse is lesse, and lease the infamy, 

Then losse of love to him that loves but one : 

Ne may love be compeld by maistery ; 

For, soone as maistery comes, sweet love anone 

Taketh his nimble wmges, and soone away is gone." 

XXV r« 

Then spake one of those six ; " There dwelleth here 

Within this castle-wall a lady fajrre, 

Whose soveraine beautie hath no living pere ; 

Thereto so bounteous and so debonayre. 

That never aay mote with her compayre : 

She hath ordamd this law, which we approve. 

That every knight which doth this way repayre. 

In case he have no lady nor no love. 

Shall doe unto her service, never to remove ': 

xxvn. 

*' But if he have a lady or a love. 
Then must he her forgoe with fowle defame. 
Or els with us by dint of sword approve. 
That she is fairer then our fairest dame ; 
As did this knight, before ye hether came." 
. " Perdy," said Britomart, " the choise is hard ! 
But what reward had he that overcame ? " 
*' He should advaunced bee to high regard," 
Said they, " and have our ladies love for his reward. 

XXVIII. 

" Therefore aread, sir, if thou have a love." 

" Love have I sure," quoth she, " but lady none ; 

Yet will I not fro mine owne love remove, 

Ne to your lady will I service done, [alone, 

But wreake your wronges wrought to this knight 

And prove bis cause." With thai, her mortall speare 

She mightily aventred towards one. 

And downe him. smot ere well aware he weare ; 

Then to the next she rode, and downe the next did 



XXIX. 



Ne did she stay till three on ground she layd. 
That none of them himselfe could reare againe : 
The fourth was by that other knight dismayd. 
All were he wearie of his former paine ; 
That now there do but two of six remaine ; 
Which two did yield before she did them smight 
" Ah ! " said she then, " now may ye all see plaine. 
That truth is strong, and trew love most of might. 
That for his trusty servaunts doth so strongly fight." 

XXX. 

" Too well we see," saide they, " and prove too well 
Our faulty weakness, and your matchlesse might : 
Forthy, fiaire sir, yours be the damozell, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light. 
And we your liegemen faith unto you plight." 
So underneath her feet their swords they mard. 
And, after, her besought, well as they might 
To enter in and reape the dew reward : 
She graunted ; and then in they all altogether far'd 

XXXI. 

Long were it to describe the goodly frame 

And stately port of Castle Joyeous, 

(For so that castle hight by common name,) 

Where they were entertajmd with courteous 

And comely glee of many gratious 

Faire ladies, and of many a gentle knight ; 

Who, through a chaufber long and spacious, 

Eflsoones them brought unto their ladies sight, 

That of them cleeped was the lady of delight. 



xxxn. 

But, for to tell the sumptuous aray* 
Of that great chamber, should be labour lost ; 
For living wit, I weene, cannot display 
The roiaU riches and exceeding cost 
Of every pillour apd of every post. 
Which all of purest bullion framed were. 
And with great perles and pretious stones embost ; 
That the bright glister of their beames cleare 
Did sparckle fort^ great light, and glorious did 
appeare. 

xxxni. 

These stranger knights, through passing, forth were 
Into an inner rowme, whose royaltee [led 

And rich purveyance might uneath be red ; 
Mote Princes place beseeme so deckt to bee. 
Which stately manner whenas they did see. 
The image of superfluous riotize. 
Exceeding much the state of meane degree. 
They greatly wondred whence so sumptuous guixe 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diversely devize 

XXXIV. 

The wals were round about apparelled 
With costly clothes of Arras and of Toure ; 
In which with cunning hand was pourtrahed 
The love of Venus and her paramoure. 
The fa3rre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 
A work of rare device and wondrous wit. 
First did it shew the bitter balefull stowre. 
Which her essayd with many a fervent fit. 
When first her tender hart ws^ with his beaatie sout. 
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Then with what sleights and sweet allurements she 

Entvst the boy, as well that art she knew. 

And wooed him her paramoure to bee ; 

Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 

To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew ; 

Now leading him into a secret shade 

From his b^uperes, and from bright heavens vew, 

Where him to sleepe she gently would perswade. 

Or bathe him in a fountaine by some covert glade : 



XXXVI. 

And, whilst he slept, she over him would spred 
Her mantle colour'd like the starry skyes, 
And her soft arme lay underneath his bed. 
And with ambrosiall kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And, whilst he bath'd, with her two crafity spyes 
She secretly would search each daintie lim, 
And throw into the well sweet rosemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and paunces trim ; 
And ever with sweet nectar she did sprinkle him. 

XXKVII. 

So did she steale his heedelesse hart away. 
And ioyd his love in secret unespyde: 
But for she saw him bent to cruell play. 
To hunt the salvage beast in forrest wyde, 
Dreadfull of daunger that mote him betyde 
She oft and oft adviz'd him to refraine 
From chase of greater beastes, whose brutish pryde 
Mote breede him scath unwares : but all in vame ; 
For who can shun the chance that dest'ny doth or- 
dainet 

xxxvin. 

Lo ! where b^ond he lyeth languishing. 
Deadly engored of a great wilde bore ; 
And by his side the goddesse groveling 
Makes for him endlesse mone, and evermore 
With her soft garment wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his^snowy skin with hateful! hew : 
But, when she saw no helpe might him restore, 
Him to a dainty flowre she did transmew, 
Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it lively grew. 

xxxiic. 

So was that chamber clad in goodly wize : 

And rownd about it many beds were dight. 

As whylome was the antique worldes guize. 

Some tor untimely ease, some for delight. 

As pleased them to use that use it might : 

And all was friU of damzels and of squyres, 

Dauocing and reveling both day and night, 

And swimming deepe in sensuall desyres ; 

And Cupid stiU emongest them kindled lustfull fyres 



XL. 

And all the while sweet musicke did divide 

Her looser notes with Lydian harmony ; 

And all the while sweete birdes thereto applide 

Their daintie layes and dulcet melody. 

Ay caroling of love and ioUity, 

That wonder was to heare tlieir trim cons6rt. [eye 

Which when those knights beheld, with scornefull 

They sdeigned such lascivious disport, 

And loath'd the loose demeanure of that wanton sort 



XLI, 

Thence they were brought to that great ladies vew. 
Whom they found sitting on a sumptuous bed 
That glistred all with gold and gloiious shew, 
As the proud Persian queenes accustomed : 
She seemd a woman of great bountihed 
And of rare beautie, saving that askaunce 
Her wanton eyes (ill signes of womanhed) 
Did roll too lightly, and too often glaunce. 
Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce. 

xui,. ^ 

Lon^ worke it were, and needlesse, to ddvize 

Their goodly entertainement and great glee : 

She caused them be led in courteous wize 

Into a bowre, disarmed for to be. 

And. cheared well with wine and spiceree : 

The Redcrosse Knight was soon disarmed there ; 

But the brave mayd would not disarmed bee. 

But onely vented up her umbriere. 

And so did let her goodly visage to appere. 

XLIII. 

As when fayre Cynthia, in darksome night. 

Is in a hoyous cloud enveloped. 

Where she may finde the substance thin and light, 

Breakes forth her silver beames, and her bright hed 

Discovers to the world discomfited ; 

Of the poore traveiler that went astray 

With thousand blessings she is heried : 

Such was the beautie and the shining ray. 

With which fayre Britomart gave light unto the day. 

XLIV. 

And eke those six, which lately with her fought. 

Now were disarmd, and did themselves present 

Unto her vew, and company unsought ; 

For they all seemed courteous and gent. 

And all sixe brethren, borne of one parent. 

Which had them traynd in all civilitee. 

And goodly taught to tilt and tumament ; 

Now were they liegmen to this ladie free. 

And her knights-service ought, to hold of her in fee. 



XLV. 

The first of them by name Gardante bight, 

A iolly person, and of comely vew ; 

The second was Parlante, a bold knight ; 

And next to him locante did ensew ; 

Basciante did himselfe most courteous shew ; 

But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and keene ; 

And yett in armes Noctante greater grew : 

All were faire knights, and goodly well beseene : 

But to faire Britomart they all but shade wes beene. 

XLVI. 

For shee was full of amiable grace 

And manly terror mixed therewithal! ; 

That as the one stird up affections bace. 

So th' other did mens rash desires apall. 

And hold them backe that would in error fall » 

As hee that hath espide a vermeill rose, 

To which sharp thomes and breres the way foratalU, 

Dare not for dread his hardy hand expose, 

But, wishing it far off, his ydle wish doth lose. 
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XLTn. 

Whom when the lady saw so faire a wight. 

All ignorant of her contr&ry sex, 

^For shee her weend a fresh and lus^ knight,) 

Shee greatly gan enamoured to wex, 

And with ▼aine thoughts her falsed fancy vex : 

Her fickle hart conceived has^ fyre. 

Like sparkes of fire which fiedl in sclender flex. 

That shortly brent into extreme desyre, 

And nmsackt all her yeines with paMion entyre. 

xinti. 

Eftsoonet shee grew to great impatiefnoe. 

And into termes of open outrage brust. 

That plaine discovered her incontinence ; 

Ne reckt shee who her meaning did mistrust; 

For she was eiren all to fleshly lust. 

And poured rorth in sensuall aelight. 

That an regard of shame she had discust. 

And meet respect of b<mor put to flight : 

So sbameletae besuty soon^ beoomesa loathly sight* 

xux. 

Faire ladies, that to love captived arre, 

And chaste desires doe nourish in your mind, 

Let not her fiiult your sweete affections marre ; 

Ne blott the bounty of all womankind 

'Mongst thousands good, one wanton dame to find : 

Emongst the roses grow some wicked weeds : 

For this was not to love, but lust, indind ; 

For love does alwaies bring forth bounteous deeds. 

And in each gentle hart dtmre of honor breeds. 



L. 

Nought so of love this looser dame did skill. 
But as a cole to kindle fleshly flame, 
Giving the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading under foote her honest name : 
Such love is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her fidse eies, that at her hart did ayme. 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 
But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

u. 

Supper was shortly dight, and downe they satt ; 
Where they were served with all sumptuous fare. 
Whiles fruitfull Ceres and Lyaeus fatt 
Pourd out their plenty, without spigbt or spare ; 
Nought wanted there that dain^ ii^ and rare : 
And aye the cups their bancks did overflow : 
And aye betweene the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 
But Britomart would not such guilfull message know. 



LH. 

So, when they slaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every sort. 
The lady did faire Britomart entreat 
Her to disarme, and with delightfull sport 
To loose her warlike limbs and strong eff6rt : 
But T -kte not thereunto be wonne, 

(Fc under that straunge purp6rt 

p plaine apparaunce shonne,) 

U her grievaunce she begonne ; 



un. 



And all attonce discovered her desire [grie 

With sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and pttec 
The outward sparkes of her in-burning fire : 
Which spent in vaine, at last she told her briefe. 
That, but if she did lend her short reliefe 
And doe her comfort, she mote algates dye. 
But the chaste damzell, that had never priefe 
Of such malengine and fine foi^erye, 
Did euetj beleere her strong extramitye. 

Full easy was for her to have beliefe. 
Who by self-feeling of her feeble sexe. 
And by long triall of the inward griefe 
Wherewith imperious love her hurt did Texe, 
Could iudge what mines doe loving harts perplex^ 
Who means no guile, be euiled soonest stall. 
And to fidre semUannce doth light faith annexe : 
The bird, that knowes not the raise fowlers call. 
Into his InddflB nott fiill easely doth fiill. 



Forthy she would not in discourteise wise 
Soome the fiiire ofl^ of good will profest ; 
F<nr great rebuke it is love to despise. 
Or ruddy sdeigno a gentle harts request ; 
But witilk han coontenaimce, as beseemed best. 
Her entertsynd ; nathlesse shee inly deemd 
Her love too li|^ to wooe a wandrmg guest ; 
Which she miseonstmmg, thereby esteemd 
That from Uke iawttd fire that outward smoke b 
steemd. 

LVT. 

Therewith awhile she her flit fancy fedd. 
Till she mote winne fit time for her desire ; 
But yet her wound stiU inward freshly bledd. 
And through her bones the fidse instilled fire 
Did spred itselfe, and venime close inspire. 
Tho were the tables taken aU aw^ ; 
And every knight, and eveiy genSe squire, 
Gan choose his dame with Inudomani gay. 
With whom he ment to make his sport and cour 
play. 

Lvn. 

Some fell to daunce ; some fdl to hazardry ; 
Some to make love ; some to make meryment ; 
As diverse witts to diverse things apply : 
And all the while faire Malecasta bent 
Her craf^ engins to her close intent. 
By this tn* etemall lampes, wherewith high love 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yspent. 
And the moist daughters of huge Atlas strove 
Luto the ocean deepe to drive ueir weary drove. 

LVHI. 

High time it seemed then for everie wight 
Them to betake unto their kindly rest : 
Eftesoones long waxen torches weren light 
Unto their bowres to guyden every guest : 
Tho, when the Britonesse saw all the reat 
Avoided quite, she gan herselfe despoile. 
And safe committ to her soft fethered nest; 
Wher through long watch, and late daies weary to!l 
She soundly slept, and carefull thoughts did qui 
assoile. 
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LIX. 

Now whenas all the world in silence deepe 
Yshrowded was, and every mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sleepe ; 
Faire Malecasta, whose engrieved spright 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
Lightly arose out of her wearie bed» 
And, under the blacke vele of guil^ night, 
Her with a scarlott mantle covered 
That was with gold and ermines faire enveloped. 



LX. 

Then panting sofite, and trembling every io3rnt. 
Her fearefull feete towards the bowre she mov'd 
Where she for secret puxpose did appoynt 
To lodge the warlike maide, unwisely looy'd ; 
And, to her bed approching, first she proov'd 
Whether she slept or wakte : with her softe hand 
She so^y felt ii any member moov'd. 
And lent ner wary eare to understand 
If any puffe of breath or signe of sence shee fond. 

LXI. 

Which whenas none she fond, with easy shifte, 

For feare least her unwares she should abrayd, 

Th' embroder'd quilt she lightly up did lifie, 

And by her side herselfe she sofUy layd. 

Of every finest fingers touch afirayd ; 

Ne any noise she made, ne worde she spake. 

But inly sighd. At last the royall mayd 

Out of her quiet slomber did awake. 

And chaungd her weary side the better ease to take. 

Lxn. 

Where feeling one close couched by her side. 

She lightly lept out of her filed bead. 

And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride 

The loathed leachour : but the dame, halfe dedd 

Through suddeine feare and ghastly drerihedd, 

Did shrieke alowd, that through the hous it rong. 

And the whole family therewith adredd 

Rashly out of their rouzed couches sprong. 

And to the tioubled chamber all in armes did throng. 



LXIU. 



And those sixe knightes, that ladies champions, 
And eke the Redcrosse knight ran to the stownd, 
Halfe armd and halfe unarmd, with them attons ; 
Where when confusedly they came, they fownd 
Their lady lying on the sencelesse grownd ; 
On th' other side they saw the warlike mayd 
Al in her snow-white smocke, with locks unbovnid, 
Threatning the point of her avenging blade ; 
That with so troublous terror they were all dismayd* 

LXIV. 

About their ladye first they flockt arownd ; 
Whom having laid in comfortable couch. 
Shortly they reard out of her fix>sen swownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 
To stirre up strife, and troublous contecke broch : 
But, by ensample of the last dayes losse. 
None of them rashly durst to her approch, 
Ne in so glorious spoile themselves embosse : 
Her succourd eke the champion of the bloody crosse. 

LXV. 

But one of those sixe knights, Gardante hight. 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene. 
Which forth he sent with felonous despight 
And fell intent against the virgin sheene : 
The mortall Steele stayd not tSi it was seene 
To gore her side ; yet was the wound not deepe. 
But lightly rased her soft silken skin. 
That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe. 
Which did her lilly smock with staines of vermeil 
steep. 

LXVI. 

Wherewith enrag'd she fiercely at them flew. 
And with her fifuming sword about her layd. 
That none of them foule mischiefe could eschew. 
But with her dreadfull strokes were all dismayd : 
Here, there, and every where, about her swayd 
Her wrathful Steele, that none mote it abyde; 
And eke the Redcrosse knight gave her good ayd. 
Ay ioyning foot to foot, and syde to syde ; 
That in short space their foes they have quite terrifyde: 



LXVII. 



Tho, whenas all were put to shamefull flight. 

The noble Britomartis her arayd, 

And her bright armes about her body dight ; 

For nothing would she lenger there be stayd. 

Where so £)Ose life and so ungentle trade. 

Was usd of knightes and ladies seeming eent: 

So, earely, ere the grosse earthes gryesy &ade, 

Was all dispenrt out of the firmament. 

They tooke their steeds, and forth upon their ionmey went. 
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CANTO H. 



The Redcrosse knight to Britomart 

Describeth Artegall : 
The wondrous myrrhour, by which she 

In love with him did fall. 



I. 

Here have I cause in men iust blame to find, 

That in their proper praise too partiall bee, 

And not indifferent to woman kind, 

To whom no share in armes and chevalree 

They doe impart, ne maken memoree 

Of meir brave gestes and prowesse martiall : 

Scarse do they spare to one, or two or three, 

Rowme in their writtes ; yet the same writing small 

Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories alL 



But by rec6rd of dntique times I finde 

That wemen wont in warres to beare most sway. 

And to all great exploites themselves iuclinM, 

Of which Aey still the girlond bore away ; 

Till envious men, fearing their rules decay, 

Gan cojrne streight lawes to curb their liberty : 

Yet, sith they warlike armes have laide away. 

They have exceld in artes and poUicy, 

That now we foolish men that prayse gin eke t'envy. 

m. 

Of warlike puissaunce in ages spent. 
Be thou, faire Britomart, whose prayse I wryte ; 
But of all wisedom be thou precedent, 
O soveraine Queene whose prayse 1 would endyte, 
Endite I would as dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ah ! my rjrmes too rude and rugged arre. 
When in so high an object they doe lyte, 
And, striving fit to make, I feare, doe marre : 
Thyselfe thy prayses teU, and make them knowen 
farre. 

IV. 

She, travelling with Guyon, by the way 

Of sondry thinges faire purpose gan to find, 

T' abridg their iournej long and lingring day : 

Mongst wliich it fell into that Fairies mind 

To aske this Briton Maid, what uncouth wind 

Brought her into those partes, and what inquest 

Made her dissemble her disguised kind : 

Faire lady she him seemd like lady drest. 

But fairest knight alive when armed was her brest 



v. 

Thereat she sighing softly had no powre 

1*0 speake awhile, ne ready answere make ; 

But with hart-thrilluig throbs and bitter stowre, 

As if she had a fever fitt, did ouake. 

And every daintie limbe with horrour shake; 

And ever and anone the ros^ red 

Flasht through her face, as it had beene a flake 

Of lightning through bright heven fulmined : 

At last, the passion past, she thus him answered : 



TI. 

** Faire sir, I let you weete, that from the howre 

I taken was from nourses tender pap, 

I have been trained up in warlike stowre. 

To tossen speare and shield, and to afiTrap 

The warlike ryder to his most mishap ; 

Sithence I loathed have my life to lead. 

As ladies wont, in pleasures wanton lap. 

To finger the fine needle and nyce thread , 

Me lever were with point of foemans speare be dead. 



vix. 

*' All my delight on deedes of armes is sett. 
To hunt out perilles and adventures hard. 
By sea, by land, whereso they may be mett 
Onely for honour and for high regard. 
Without respect of richesse or reward -. 
For such intent into these partes I came, 
Withouten compasse or withouten card. 
Far fro my native soyle, that is by name 
The Greater Biytayne, hero to seeke for praise and 
fame. 

VHI. 

" Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery Lond 

Doe many famous knightes and ladies wonne. 

And many straunge adventures to bee fond. 

Of which great worth and worship may be v/onne : 

Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne. 

But mote I weet of you, right courteous knight, 

Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 

Late foule dishonour and reprochfull spight, 

The which I seek to wreake, and Arthegall he hight." 



IX. 

The worde gone out she backe againe would call. 

As her repenting so to have missayd. 

But that £e, it uptaking ere the fall. 

Her shortly answered ; " Faire martiall mayd, 

Certes ye misavised beene t'upbrayd 

A gentle knight with so unknightly blame ; 

For, week ye well, of all tliat ever playd 

At tilt or tourney, or like warUke game, 

The noble Arthegall hath ever borne tlie name. 

X. 

" Forthy great wonder were it, if such shame 
Should ever enter in his bounteous thought. 
Or ever doe that mote deserven blame : 
The noble corage never weeneth ought 
That may unworthy of itselfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire damsell, be ye well aware. 
Least that too farre ye have your sorrow sought : 
You and your country both I wish welfare. 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy are.** 
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XI. 

The royvlil maid woxe inly wondrous glad, 

To heare her lore so highly magnifyde ', 

And ioyd that ever she affixed had 

Her hart on knight so goodly-glorifyde, 

However finely she it faind to hyde. 

The loving mother, that nine monethes did bears 

In the deare closett of her painefuU syde 

Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare, 

I^oth not so much reioyce as she reioyced theare. 

XII. 

But to occasion him to further talke, 
To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 
Her list in stryfull termes with him to balke, 
And thus replyde ; " However, sir, ye fyle 
Your courteous tongue his prayses to compyla, 
It ill beseemes a knight of gentle sort, 
Such as ye have him boasted, to'beguyle 
A simple maide, and worke so hainous tort. 
In shame of knighthood, as I largely can report. 

XIII. 

" Let bee therefore my vengeaunce to disswade. 
And read, where 1 that Fay tour false may find." 
" Ah ! but if reason faire might you perswade 
To slake your wrath, and mollify your mind," 
Said he, " perhaps ye should it better find : 
For bardie thing it is, to weene by might' 
That man to hard conditions to bmd ; 
Or ever hope to match in equall fight. 
Whose prowesse paragone saw never living wight. 



xnr. 

" Ne soothlich is it easie for to read 

Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd; 

For he ne wonneth in one certeine stead. 

But restlesse walketh all the world arownd 

Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 

Defending ladies cause and orphans right, 

Whereso he heares that any doth confownd 

Them comfortlesse through tyranny or might ; 

So is his soveraine honour raisde to hev-ens MvhU'* 



XV. 

His feeling wordes her feeble sence much pleased. 

And sofUy sunck into her molten hart : 

Hart, that is inly hurt, is greatly eased 

With hope of thing that may aflegge his smart ; 

For pleasing wordes are like to magick art. 

That doth uie charmed snake in slomber lay : 

Such secrete ease felt gentle Britomart, 

Yet list the same efiforce with faind gainesay ; 

(So dischord ofte in musick makes the sweeter lay;) 



XVI. 

And sayd ; ** Sir knight, these ydle termes forbeare; 

And, sith it is uneath to find his haunt. 

Tell me some markes by which he may appeare. 

If chaunce I may him encounter para vaunt ; 

For perdy one shall other slay, or daunt : 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what steed, 

what stedd, 
And whatso else his person most may vaunt V* 
All which the Redcrosse knight to point ared, 
And him in evorie part before her fashioned. 



xvn. 

Yet him in everie part before she knew. 
However list her now her knowledge fayne, 
Sith him whylome in Brita3me she did yew. 
To her revealed in a mirrhour playne : 
Whereof did grow her first engraffed payne, 
Whose root and stalke so bitter yet did taste. 
That, but the fruit more sweetnes did contayne, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour she mote waste, 
And yield the pray of love to lothsome death at last 

XVIII. 

By straunge occasion she did him behold. 
And much more straungely gan to love his sight. 
As it in bookes hath written beene of old. 
In Deheubarth, that now South- Wales is hight. 
What time King Ryence raign'd and dealed right. 
The great magitien Merlin had deviz'd. 
By his deepe science and heU-dreaded might 
A looking-glasse, right wondrously aguiz'd. 
Whose vertues through the wyde worlde sooi^e were 
solemniz'd. 

XIX. 

It vertue had to shew in perfect sight 

Whatever thing .was in the world contaynd. 

Betwixt the lowest earth and hevens bight, 

So that it to the looker appertaynd : 

Whatever foe had wrought, or frend had hynd, 

Therein discovered was, ne ought mote pas, 

Ne ought in secret from the same remaynd ; 

Forthy it round and hollow shaped was. 

Like to the world itselfe, and seemd a world of glas. 



XX. 

Who wonders not, that reades so wonderous worke? 
But who does wonder, that has red the towre 
Wherein th'Aegyptian Fhao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her discoure. 
Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre 1 
Great Ptolomaee it for his Lemans sake 
Ybuilded all of glasse, by magicke powre. 
And also it impregnable did make ; 
Yet, when his love was false, he with a pease it 
brake. 

XXI. 

Such was the glassy globe that Merlin made. 
And gave unto King Kyence for his gard, 
That never foes his kingdome might mvade. 
But he it knew at home before he hard 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar*d : 
It was a famous present for a prince. 
And worthy worke of infinite reward. 
That treasons could bewray, and foes convince : 
Happy this realme, had it remayned ever since ! 

xxu. 

One day it fortuned fa3rre Britomart 

Into her fathers closet to repayre ; 

For nothing he from her reserved apart. 

Being his onely daughter and his hayre ; 

Where when she had espyde that mirrhour fayre 

Herselfe awhile therein she vewd in vaine : 

Tho, her avizing of the vertues rare 

Which thereof spoken were, she gan againe 

Her to bethinke of that iao\ft\ft Vksw.**^^*^ -r^.^Naaaaa^ 
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xxm. 

But as it falleth, in tlie gentUft harU 

Imperioas Lore bath higiieat leC his throne, 

And tjranniseth in the bitter smarts 

Of them, that to him baxome are and prone : 

So thoaght this miml (as maydens nse to done) 

Whom rortune for her hosband would allot ; 

Not that she lusted after any one. 

For she was pure firom blame of ainfull blott ; 

Yet wist her life at last must lineke ia that 



xxrr. 

Eftsoones there was presented to her eye 
A comely knight, all arm'd in coniplete wise, 
Throiigh whose bright renti^le lifted up cm bye 
His manly fiioe, that did his foes agrize 
And firends to termes of gentle truce eotize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phoebus fiioe out of the east 
Betwixt two shady mountaynes doth arise : 
Portly his person was, and much increast 
Through his herotckie grace and honorable gest 

XXV. 

His crest was covered with a conchant hownd. 

And all his armour seemd of 4ntique mould. 

But wondrous massy and assured sownd. 

And round about ^rfretted all with gold. 

In which there written was, with cyphers old, 

ActuUet armet wfudt ArtitggaU did win : 

And on his shield envelc^ed sevenfold 

He bore a crowned litde ennilin, 

That deckt the asuro field with her fiiyre pooldrad 

XX vr. 

The damzell well did vew his personage. 
And liked well ; ne further fiistaed not. 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty age 
Did weene, unwares, that her unlucky lot 
hBy hidden in the bottome of the pot : 
of hurt unwist most daunger doth redound : 
But the fklse archer which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound. 
Did smyle full smoothly at her weetlesse wofnU 
stound. 

xxvn. 

Thenceforth the fether in her lofty crest. 

Ruffed of love, gan lowly to availe; 

And her prowd portaonce and her princely gest. 

With which she earst tryiimphed, now did quaile : 

Sad, Bolemne, sowre, and fiill of fancies fraile. 

She woxe ; yet wist she nether how, nor why ; 

She wist not, silly mayd, what she did aile. 

Yet wist she was not well at ease perdy ; 

Yet thought it was not love, but some mel^choly. 

xxvni. 

Po soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defaste the beautie of the shyning skye, 
And refte from men the worides desired vew, 
Hlie witli her nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
^«ne full far away from her did fly : 
Vereof sad sighes and sorrowes deepe 
^ and ward about her warily ; 
t she did but wayle, and often steepe 
'ooch with teares which closely she did 



And if that any drop of slombring rest 

Did chaunoe to still into her weary aprighty 

When feeble nature felt berselfe opprest, 

Streigbtway with dreames, and with fimtastiek s^ 

Of dreadfiul things, the same was put to flig-ht ; 

That oft out of h^ bed she did astart. 

As one with vew of ghastlv feends mifirig^ : 

Tho gan she to renew her xormer smart. 

And tfainke of that hjn visage written ip bar bait 



One night, when she was tost with such unrest. 
Her aged nanrae, whose name was Glance hif^ 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest. 
Betwixt her feeble ames her quickly keight. 
And downs againe in her wanne bed her dight : 
" Ah ! my dmn daughter, ah ! my dearest dread. 
What uneoath fit," sayd ahe, ** what evill plight 
Hath thes opprast, and with sad dreuyhead 
Ch aun gs d tLj Vtwitj chsare, and living made thee 
desdl 

xxxz. 

" For not of nought these suddein ghastly feares 
All n%lit ailiet thy natnrall repose : 
And all the day, whenas thine equall peares 
TMr ft disports widi fidre delight doe chose. 
Than, in dnu eoners doest thyaelf inclose ; 
Ne tastest^pnioss plessares, ne doest spred 
Abroad thy fimdi youths fi^yrest flowre, but lose 
Both leafe and finute, both too untimely shed. 
As one in wiUiillMile fior ever buried. 

xxxu* 

" The time that amrtall men their weary cares 

Do lay away, and all wilde beastes do rest. 

And eveiy river eke his course forbeares. 

Then doth this wicked evill thee infiast. 

And rive with thousand llirobs thy thrilled brest : 

like an huge Aetn' of deqie engulfed gryefe, 

SoiTow is heaped in thy hollow chest. 

Whence fiwrth it breakes in sighes and anguish ryfe, 

As smoke sndsu^nremini^ with confused stryfe. 

XXXIII. 

** Ay me! how much I feare least love it bee ! 
But if that love it be, as sure I read 
By knowen signes and passions which I see. 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall sead. 
Then I avow, by this most sacred head 
Of my dear foster childe, to ease thy griefe 
And win thy will : therefore away doe dread : 
For death nor daunger firom thy dew reliefe 
Shallme debarre : t^ me, therefore, my liefest liefa !" 



XXXIV, 

So having sayd, her twixt her armes twaine 

Shoe streightly straynd, and colled tenderly ; 

And every trembling ioynt and every vaine 

Shee sofUy felt, and rubbed busily. 

To doe the frosen cold away to fly ; 

And her fiiiro deawy eies with kisses dears 

Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry : 

And ever her imp6rtund not to feare 

To let the secret of her hart to her appears. 
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XZZT. 

The damzell pauzd ; and then thus fearfully; 
" Ah ! nurse, what needeth thee to eke my payiw? 
Is not enough that I alone doe dye. 
But It must doubled bee with death of twaine ? 
For nought for me but death there doth remaine !*' 
" O daughter deare," said she, " despeire no whit; 
For never sore but might a salre obtaine : 
That blinded god, which hath ye blindly smit, 
Another arrow hath your lovers hart to hit." 

XZXVI. 

** But mine is not,** quoth she, ** like other wownd ; 
For which no reason can finde remedy." 
*' Was never such, but mote the like be fownd," 
Said she ; " and though no reason may apply 
Salve to your sore, yet love can higher slye 
Then reasons reach, and oft hath wondors donne." 
" But neither god of love nor god of akye 
Can doe," said she, " that which cannot be donne." 
" Things oft impossible," quoth she, " seeme ere 
begonne." 

xxxvn. 

''These idle wordes," said she, " doe nought aswage 
My stubbome smart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no usuall fire, no usuall rage 
Yt is, O nourse, which on my life doth feed, 
And sucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed. 
But since thy faithfull zele lets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be,) I will it reed. 
Nor prince nor pere it is, whose love hath gryde 
My leeble brest of late, and launched this wound 
wyde. 

xxxvm. 

** Nor man it is, nor other living wight ; 
For then some hope I might unto me draw ; 
But th' only shade and semblant of a knight. 
Whose shape or person yet I never saw. 
Hath me subiected to loves cruell law : 
The same one day, as me misfortune led, 
I in my fathers wondrous mirrhour saw. 
And, pleased with that seeming goodlyhed, 
Unwares the hidden hooke wiUi baite I swallowed : 



" Sithens it hath infixed faster hold, 

Within my bleeding bowells, and so sore 

Now ranckleth in una same fraile fleshly mould. 

That all mine entrailes flow with poisnous gore, 

And th' ulcer groweth daUy more and more ; 

Ne can my ronning sore finde remedee, 

Other than my hard fortune to deplore. 

Ana lanndsh as the leafe fain from the tree. 

Till deaUi make one end of my daies and miseree !" 



XL. 



" Daughter," said she, " what need ye be dismayd 1 

Or why make ye such monster of your minde 1 

Of much more uncouth thing I was afifrayd : 

Of filthy lust, contr^y unto kinde : 

But this afifection nothing straunge I finde ; 

For who with reason can you aye reprove 

To love the semblaunt pleasing most your minde. 

And }^ld your heart whence ye cannot remove? 

No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of love. 



XLI. 

" Not so th' Arabian Myrrhe did sett her mjmd ; 
Nor so did Biblis spend her pining hart; 
But loVd their native flesh against al kynd. 
And to their purpose used wicked art : 
Yet playd Pasiphae a more monstrous part. 
That lov'd a bull, and leamd a beast to bee : 
Such shamefull lustes who loaths not, which depart 
From course of nature and of modestee? 
Swete love such lewdnes bands firom his faire com- 
panee. 

xui. 

" But thine, my deare, (welfare thy heart, my deare !) 

Though straunge beginning had, yet fixed is 

On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 

And certes seemes bestowed not amis : 

loy thereof have thou and etemall blis !" 

With that, upleaning on her elbow weake, 

Her alablaster brest she soft did Ids, 

Which all that while shoe felt to pant and quake. 

As it an earth-quake were : at last she thus bespake j 

XLDI. 

** Beldame, your words doe worke me litle ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdly beat 
As those ye bmme, yet may it nought appease 
My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent, 
But rather doth my helpelesse griefe augment. 
For they, however shamefull and unkinde. 
Yet did possesse their horrible intent : 
Short end of sorrowes they therby did finde 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were their 
minde. 

XLIV. 

<* But wicked fortune mine, though, minde be good. 
Can have no end nor hope of my desire. 
But feed on shadowes whiles 1 die for food. 
And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire 
Afiection I doe languish and expire. 
I, fonder then Cephisus foolish chyld. 
Who, having vewed in a fountaine shere 
His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 
I, fonder, love a shade, the body £u exyld." 

XLV. 

" Nought like," quoth shee ; "for that same wretched 

Was of himselfe the ydle paramoure, [boy 

Both love and lover, without hope of ioy ; 

For which he faded to a watry flowre. 

But better fortune thine, and better howre. 

Which lov'st the shadow of a warlike knight ; 

No shadow, but a body hath in powre : 

That body, wheresoever that it Ught, 

May learned be by cyphers, or by magicke might. 

XL VI. 

" But if thou may with reason yet represse 

The growing evil, ere it strength have gott. 

And thee abandond wholy do possesse ; 

Against it strongly strive, and yield thee nott 

Til thou in open fielde adowne be smott : 

But if the passion mayster thy fraile might, 

So that needs love or death must be thy lott. 

Then I avow to thee, by wrong or right 

To compas thy desire, and find thatlQVft4.%sfikS5gcx* , 
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ZLvn^ 

Her cbearefull words much cheard the feeble spright 

Of the sicke virgin, that her downe she layd 

In her warme bed to sleepe, if that she might ; 

And the old-woman careniUy displayd 

The clothes about her round with busy ayd ; 

So that at ktst a litle creeping sleepe 

Surprizd her sence : shee, therewith well apayd, 

Thd dronken lamp down in the oyl did steepe. 

And sett her 1^ to watch, and sett her by to weeps. 

ZLvin. 

Earely, the morrow next, before that Day 
His ioyous face did to the world revele, 
lliey both uprose and tooke their ready way 
Unto the church, their praiers to appele, 
With great devotion, and with litle zele : 
For the &ire damzell firom the holy herse 
Her love-sicke hart to other thoughts did steale * 
And that old dame said many an idle verse, 
Out of her daughters hart fond fancies to reverse. 

XLIX. 

Retoumed home, the royall infant fell 
Into her former fitt ; for why ? no powre 
Nor g^idaunce of herselfe in her did dwell. 
But th* aged nourse, her calling to her bowre, 
Had gathered rew, and savine, and the flowre 
Of camphora, and calamint, and dill ; 
All which she in a earthen pot did poure, 
And to the brim with coltwood did it fill, 
And many drops of milk and Uood through it did 
spiU. 



Tlien, taking thrige three heares from off her head, 

Them trebly breaded in a threefold lace, 

And round about the pots mouth bound the thread ; 

And, after havine whispered a space 

Certein sad words with hollow voice and bace, 

Shee to the virgin sayd, thrise sayd she itt ; 

" Come, daughter, come ; come, spit upon my ince i 

Spitt thrise upon me, thrise upon me spitt ; 

Th' uneven nomber for this busines is most fitt." 



LI. 



That sayd, her rownd about she from her tumd. 

She turned her contr&ry to the sunne ; 

Thrise she her tumd contrary, and retumd 

All c6ntrary ; for she the right did sbunne ; 

And ever what she did was streight undonne. 

So thought she to undoe her daughter's love : 

But love, that is in gentle brest begonne. 

No ydle charmes so lightly may remove ; 

That well can witnesse, who by tryall it does prove. 



TJI. 



Ne ought it mote the noble mayd avayle, 

Ne slake the fury of her cruell flame. 

But that shee still did waste, and still did wayle, 

That, through long languour and hart-burning brame. 

She shortly like a pyned ghost became 

Which loog hath waited by the Stygian strond ; 

That when old Olano^ saw, for feare least blame 

Of her miacairiage should in her be fond. 

She wist not hoiir t* ooiiid, nor how it to withstond. 



CANTO HI. 

Merlin bewrayes to Britomart 

The state of Arthegall : 
And shewes the famous progeny. 

Which from them springen shall. 



Most sacred fyre, that bumest mightily 
In living brests, ykindled first above 
Emongst th' etemall spheres and lamping sky. 
And thence pourd into men, which men call Love ; 
Not that same, which doth base affections move 
In brutish mindes, and filthy lust inflame ; 
But that sweete fit that doth true beautie love. 
And choseth Vertue for his dearest dame. 
Whence spring all noble deedes and never-dj^ing 
fiaime: 

n. 

Well did Antiquity a god thee deeme. 
That over mortall mindes hast so great might. 
To order them as best to thee doth seeme. 
And all their actions to direct aright : 
The fatall purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doost effect in destined descents. 
Through deepe impression of thy secret might. 
And stirredst up th' heroes high intents, 
Which the late world admyres for wondrous moni 
ments. 



m. 

But thy dredd dartes in none doe triumph more 
Ne braver proofe in any of thy powre 
Shewd'st thou, then in this ro3^11 maid of yore, 
Making her seeke an unknowne paramours. 
From uie worlds end, through many a bitter stowre 
From whose two loynes thou afterwardes did rayse 
Most famous fruites of matrimoniall bowre, [pra^rse 
Which through the earth have spredd their living 
Iliat fiune in tromp of ^old eternally displayes. 

rv. 

Begin then, O my dearest sacred dame. 
Daughter of Phoebus and of Memorye, 
That doest ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike worthies, from antiquitye. 
In thy great volume of eternitye : 
Begin, O Clio, and recount from hence 
My glorious soveraines goodly Auncestrye, 
Till that by dew degrees, and long pretense* 
Thou have it lastly brought unto her excellence. 
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Full many wayes within her troubled mind 
Old Glauce cast to cure this ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayes she sought but none could lind, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counsel that is chiefs 
And choisest medicine for sick harts reliefe : 
Forthy great care she tooke, and greater feare, 
Least tliat it should her tume to fowle repriefe 
And sore reproch, whenso her father deare 
Should of his dearest daughters hard misfortune 
heare. 

vr. 

At last she her avisde, that he which made 

That mirrhour, wherein the sicke damosell 

So straungely vewed her straunge lovers shade, 

To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell 

Under what coast of heaven the man did dwell, 

And by what means his love might best be wrought : 

For, though beyond the Africk Ismael 

Or th* Indian Peru he were, she thought 

Him forth through infinite endeavour to have sought. 



vn. 

Forthwith themselves disguising both in straunge 
And base attyre, that none might them bewray. 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaungpe 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 
There the wise Merlin whylorae wont (they say) 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground. 
In a deepe delve, farre from the vew of day. 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
Whenso he counseld with his sprights encompast 
round. 

vni. 

And, if thou ever ha]>pen that same way 
To traveill, go to see that dreadful place : 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
From the swift Barry, tombUng downe apace 
Emongst the woody hilles of Dyneuowre : 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter into that same baleful! bowre, 
For feare the crueU feendes should thee unwares 
devowre : 

DC. 

But standing high aloft low lay thine eare. 
And there such ghastly noyse of yron chaines 
And brasen caudrons Uiou shalt rombling heare. 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it will stonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftentimes great grones, and grievous stownds. 
When too huge toile and labour them constraines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing sowndes 
From under that deepe rock most horribly rebowndes. 



The cause, some say, is this : & litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend 
A brasen wall in compas to compyle 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to bring to perfect end : 
During which worke the Lady of the Lake, 
Whom long he lov*d for him in hast did send ; 
Who, thereby forst his workemen to forsake. 
Them bowiid, till his retoume, their labour not to 
slake* 



XI. 



In the mean time through that false ladies traine 

He was surprisd, and buried under heare, 

Ne ever to his worke retumd againe : 

Nath'lesse those feends may not dieir worke forbeare. 

So greatly his commandement they feare. 

But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 

Untill tliat brasen wall they up doe reare * 

For Merlin had in magick more insight 

Then ever him before or after living wight : 



xu. 

For he by wordes could call out of the sky 
Both sunne and moone, and make them him obay ; 
The land to sea, and sea to maineland dry. 
And darksom night he eke could tume to day ; 
Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay. 
And hostes of men of meanest thinges could frame, 
Whenso him list his enimies to fray : 
That to this day for terror of his fame. 
The feendes do quake when any him to them does 
name. 

xni. 

And, sooth, men say that he was not the sonne 

Of mortall sjrre or other living wight. 

But wondrously begotten, and begonne 

By false illusion of a guilefull spnght 

On a faire lady Nonne, that whUome bight 

Matilda^ daughter to Pubidius 

Who was the lord of Marthtraval by right. 

And coosen unto king Ambrosius ; 

Whence he indued was with skill so marveilous. 



xiv» 

They, here arriving, staid awhile without, 
Ne durst adventure rashly in to wend. 
But of their first intent gan make new dout 
For dread of daunger, which it might portend : 
Untill the hardy mayd (with Love to irend) 
First enterine, the dreadfiill Mage there fownd 
Deepe busied, 'bout worke of wondrous end, 
And writing straunge char^ters in the grownd. 
With which the stubbome feendes he to his service 
bownd. 

XT. 

He nought was moved at their entraunce bold. 
For of their comming well he wist afore ; 
Yet list them bid their businesse to unfold. 
As if ought in this world in secrete store 
Were from him hidden, or unknowne of yore. 
Then Glauce thus ; " Let not it thee o£fend. 
That we thus rashly through thy darksom dore 
Unwares have prest ; for either fataU end. 
Or other mightie cause, us two did hether send." 



xvi. 

lie bad tell on : and then she thus began ; 

"Now have three moones with borrowd brothers light 

Thrise shined faire, and thrise seemd dim and wan, 

Sith a sore evill, which this virgin bright 

Tormenteth and doth plonge in dolefull plight. 

First rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee. 

Or whence it sprong, I cannot read aright : 

But this I read, that, but if remedee 

Thou her afford, full shortly I her dead «ba31^ 
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xm. 



Thflrewitfa di'enchmimter softlj gan to smyle 
At her amootfa speeches, weetmg inly well 
That she to him dissembled womanish guyle. 
And to her said; " Beldame, by that ye tell 
More neede of leach-crafte hath yoor Damosell, 
Then of my skill : who helpe may hare elsewhete, 
In Taine seekes wonders out of magick spelL'* 
Th' old woman wox half blanck thoee wordes to 



And yet wis loth to let her porpoae plaine appeare; 

XYBU 

And to him said ; " Yf any leaches skill. 

Or oUier learned meanes, conld hare redrest 

This my deare daughters deepe-engrafied ill, 

Certee I shoidd be loth thee to molest : 

Bnt this sad evill, whidi doth her infest. 

Doth course of natnrall cause fiure exceed, 

And housed is within her hollow brest. 

That either seemes some cursed witches deed. 

Or erOl tprighty tint in her doth such torment breed." 



The wisard could no lenger beare her bord. 
But, bursting forth in laughter, to her sayd ; 
" Glaucd, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd ? 
Ne ye, iayre Britomartis, thus ara3rd. 
More hidden are then sunne in cloudy Tele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obeyd, 
Hath hether brought for succour to appele ; 
The which the powreeto thee are pleased toierele." 



XX. 



The doubtfuU mayd, seeing herselfe descryde. 

Was all abasht, and her pure yrory 

Into a cleare carnation suddeine dyde ; 

As fayre Aurora, rysing hastily. 

Doth by her blushmg tell that she did lye 

All night in old Tithonus irosen bed. 

Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 

But her olde nourse was nought dishartened. 

But yanntage made of that which Mirim had aied ; 

XXI. 

And si^ ; " Sith then thou knowest all our griefe, 
(For wnat doest not thou knowe ?) of ^race I pn^, 
rHtty our playnt, and yield us meet rehefe ! " 
With that the prophet still awhile did stay. 
And then his spinte thus gan foorth display ; 
" Most noble virgin, that by &tall lore 
Hast leam'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard beginne that meetes ti^ee in the dore. 
And widi sharpe fits thy tender hurt oppresseth sore : 

XXII. 

" For so must all things excellent begin ; 
And eke enrooted deepe must be that tree. 
Whose \Ag embodied braunches shall not Un 
Till they to bevens bight forth stretched bee. 
For from thy wombe a famous progenee 
Shall spring out of the auncient Trojan blood. 
Which shall revive the sleeping memoree 
Of those same intique peres, the hevens brood. 
Which Greeke and Asian riveta stayned with their 
blood. 



xxm. 



" Renowmed kings, and sacred emperours. 
Thy fruitfuU offspring, shall from thee descend ; 
Brave captaines, and most migh^ warriours. 
That shall their conquests through all lands extend. 
And their decayed kingdomes shall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with lomr warre. 
They shall upreare, and mightily defend 
Affainst their forren foe that commes from f^rre, 
Tul nniversall |)eaoe compound all dvill iarre. 



xxrv. 

" It was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye 
Glauncing unwares in channed loddng-glas. 
But the streight course of hevenly destiny. 
Led with Etemall Providence, tliat has 
Guyded thv glannce, to bring his will to pas : 
Ne is thy nte, ne is thy fortune ill. 
To love the prowest knight that ever was : 
Therefore submit thy wayes unto his will, 
And doe, by all dew meanes, thy destiny fulfilL' 

XXV. 

** Bnt read," said Glaucd, " thou magitian. 
What meanes shall she out-seeke, or what waies take 
How shall die know, how shall she finde the man 1 
Or what needes her to toyle, sith fieites can make 
Way for tiiemselves their purpose to pertake 1 " 
Then Merlm thus ; " Indeede the fetes are firme. 
And may not ahrinok, tiiough all the world do shake : 
Yet ought mens cood endevours them confirme. 
And gu3rde iStm hMvenly causes to their constant 
terme. 



XXVI. 



'* The man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 
The spouse of Britomart, is Arthegall : 
He wonneth in the land of Fayeree, 
Yet is no Faiy borne, ne sib at all 
To Elfes, but sprone of seed terrestriall. 
And whylome by fiuse Fsries stolen away, 
Whyles yet in infent cradle he did crall ; 
Ne other to himselfe is knowne this day, 
Bnt that he by an EtCd wis gotten of a Fay : 

XXTIl. 

*' But sooth he is the sonne of Goilois, 
And brother unto Cador, Cornish kin^ ; 
And for his warlike feates renowmed is. 
From where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
UntiU the closure of the evening : 
From thence him, firmely bound with feithfull band. 
To this his native soyle thou baeke shalt bring. 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withstand 
The powre of forreine paynims whidi invade thy 
land. 

XX vm. 

" Great ayd thereto his mi^ht]^ puisflfance 

And dreaded name shall give in that sad day ; 

Where also proofe of thy prow valiaunce 

Thou then shalt make, t increase thy lover's pray : 

Long time ye both in armes shall b«ure great sw^, 

Till thy wombes burden thee trom them do call. 

And his last fete him from thee take away i 

Too rathe cut off by practise criminall 

Of secrete foes, that him shall make in miscliiefe 60. 
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XZIX. 

" With thee yet shall he leave, for memory 

Of his late puissaunce, his ^age dead. 

That living him in all activity 

To thee aSaHl represent : he, from the head 

Of his coosen Cfonstantius, without dread 

Shall take the crowne that was his fethers right. 

And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 

Then shall he issew forth with dreedfuU might 

Against his Saxon foes in hloody field to fight. 



" like as a lyon that in drowsie cave 

Hath long time slept, himselfe so shall he shake ; 

And, comming forth, shall spred his banner brave 

Over the troubled south, that it shall make 

The warlike Mertians for feare to ouake : 

Thrise shall he fight with them, ana twise shall win ; 

But the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 

And, if he then with victorie can lin. 

He shall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly in. 

XXXI. 

" His Sonne, hight Vortipore, shall him succeede 

In kingdome, but not in felici^ : 

Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed 

And with great honour many betteills try ; 

But at the last to th* importunity 

Of froward fortune shaU be forst to yield : 

But his Sonne Malgo shall full mightily 

Avei)ge his fethers losse with speare and shield. 

And his proud foes discomfit in victorious field. 

xxxn. 

" Behold the man ! and tell me, Britomart, 
If ay more goodly creature thou didst see ? 
How like a g3raunt in eafh manly part 
Beares he hunselfe with portly maiestee. 
That one of th' old heroes seemes to bee I 
He the six islands, comprovinciall 
In auncient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 
Their sdndiy kings to do their homage severalL 

xxxtu. 

" All which his sonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suppresse ; 
Untill a straunger king, from unknowne soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppresse ; 
Great Gormond, having with huge mightinesse 
Ireland subdewd) and dierein fixt his throne. 
Like a swift otter, fell through emptinesse, 
Shall overswim the sea with many one 
Of his Nor?e3rses, to assist the Britons fone. 

XXXIV. 

" He in his furie all shall over-ronne. 

And holy church with faithlesse handes deface, 

That thy sad people, utterly fordonne. 

Shall to the utmost mountaines fly apace : 

Was never so great waste in any place. 

Nor so fowle outrage doen by living men ; 

For all thy citties they shall sacke and race. 

And the greene grasse that groweth they shall bren. 

And even the wUde beast shall dy in starved den. 



** Whiles thus thy Britons dee in langiioar pine. 

Proud Etheldred shall from die -norA vsme. 

Serving th' ambitions will df Augustine, 

And, nasedng Dee, with-hurdy enterprise 

Shall backe repulse the valiannt BrodcWdl twise. 

And Bangor with massacred martyrs fill ; 

But the uiird time shall rew his fooUhaidite : 

For Cadwan, mttyinff his peoples ill. 

Shall stoutly him defeat, and thoosaiid Btixmm )dSL 

XKlTt, 

" But, after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all those wrongs shall m t t Hkm^ 

Ne shall availe the wicked sorcery 

Of false Pellite his puiposes to braake. 

But him shall day, and on a gallowes Ueak 

Shall give th' enciwunter his unhappy hire : 

Then shall the Britons, late dumutyd and weeke. 

From their long vassallage gin to respire. 

And on their Paynim foes avenge their raneUed ivBb^ 

xxxvn. 

" Ne shall he yet his wrath mitigate, 

Till both the sonnes of Edwin he have slayne, 

Ofiricke and Osricke, twinnes unfortunate. 

Both slaine in battaile upon Laybume playn^, 

Togetlier with the Kin^ of Louthiane, 

Hight Adin, and the Kug of Orkeny, 

Both ioynt partakers of their fisitall payne : 

But Penda, fearefuU of like desteney, 

ShaU yield himselfe his liegeman, and sweare feal^; 

zjzvm. 

** Him shall he make his fatall instrument 
T' afflict the other Saxons unsubdewd : 
He marching forth with fury insol«(it 
Against the good King Oswald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by angds resdrewd. 
All holding crosses in their nands on bye, 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd : 
Of which that field for endlesse memory 
ShaU Hevenfield be cald to aU posterity. 



*< Whereat Cadwallin wroth shaU forth 
And an huge hoste in Northumber lead^^ 
With which he godly Oswald shaU subdcw. 
And crowne wiUi martiredome his sacred head : 
Whose brother Oswin, daunted with like dread*. 
With price of silver shall his kingdome biqr > 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread, 
ShaU tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye; 
But shaU with gifts his lord CadwalUn pft^» 



'' Then shall Ciidwallin die; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him atlQttce shaU dye ; 
Ne shaU the good Cadwallader, with pune 
Or powre, be htM it to remedy. 
When the full tbM, ftrefixt by destii^, 
ShaU be exminl^ Britons regiment : 
For heven itseUb shaU their sueeesse envy. 
And them with plagues and murrins nestilent 
Consume, tiU all tlmr warlike jmmm 



140 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



[Boot 111. 



zu. 



" Yet mfter sll these sorrowes, anri huge hills 
Of djring people, daring eight yea res space, 
Cadwal&der, oot jrieldmg to bis ills, 
From Annoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He lir'd, retouming to his native place, 
Shal he my rision staide from his intent : 
For th' heavens have decreed to displace 
The Britons for their sinnes dew punishment. 
And to the Suums Ofer^gire their gorenimenu 



xLn. 

* Then woe, and woe, and everlasting woe, 
Be to the Briton babe that shal be borne 
To live in thraldom of his fathers foe ! 
Late king, now captive ; late lord, now forlome ; 
The worlds reproch ; the cruell victors scoroe ; 
Banisht fmm princely bowre to wasteful wood ! 
O ! who shall helpe me to lament and moume 
The royall seed, the Antique Trogan blood. 
Whose empire leoger here then ever any stood !" 

zun. 

The damzell was full deepe empassioned 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples sake. 
Whose future woes so plaine he fasnioned ; 
And sighing sore, at length him thus bespake ; 
" Ah ! but will hevens fury never slake. 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent itselfe at last ? 
Will not long misery late mercy make. 
But shall their name for ever bie de£ute 
Andqiiite from off the earth their memoiy be raste Y* 



xuv. 



" Nay but the terme," said he, " is limited. 
That in this thraldome Britons shall abide ; 
And the iust revolution measured 
That they as strauogers shal be notifide : 
For twise fowre hundreth yeares shal be supplide. 
Ere they to former rule restored shal bee. 
And their imp6rtune frites all satisfide : 
Yet, during wis their most obscuritee, 
Their beames shall ofte breake forth, that men them 
fiiire may see. 

XLV. 

" For Rhodoricke, whose surname shal be Great, 
Shall of himselfe a brave ensample shew, 
That Saxon kings his friendship shall intreat ; 
And Howell Dha shall goodly well indew 
The salvage minds with skill of inst and trew : 
Then Gri^th Conan also shall upreare 
His dreaded head, and the old sparkes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes shall feare 
Least back againe the kingdom he from them should 
beare. 

XLVI. 

" Ne shall the Saxons selves all peaceably 

Enioy the crowne, which tbey from Britons wonne 

First ill, and after ruled wickedly: 

For, ere two hundred yeares be full ontronne. 

There shall a raven, fax from rising sunne, 

With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly. 

And bid his £uthlesse chickens overronne 

The fruitfull plaines, and with fell cruelty 

hk their avenge tread downe the victors surquedry. 



XLV II. 

" Yet shall a third both these and thine subdew : 
There shall a lion from the sea-bord wood 
Of Neustria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood. 
Whose clawes were newly dipt in cruddy bloody 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head sbul rend 
Th' usurped crowne, as it that he were wood. 
And the spoils of the countrey conquered 
Emongst hisyomig ones shall divide with bountyhed. 

XLvm. 

" Tho, when the terme is fuU accomplishid. 
There shall a sparke of fire, which hath longwhile 
Bene in his ashes raked up and hid, 
Bee freshly kindled in the fruitfull ile 
Of Mona, where it lurked in exfle ; 
Which shall breake forth into bright burning flame,. 
And reach into the house that beares the stile 
Of royall maieetjr and soveraine name : 
So shall the BiiUm blood their crowne againe 
reclaime. 

xux. 

" Thenceforth etemall union shall be made 
Betweene the naticms different afore, 
And sacred peace shall lovingly persuade 
The wariike minds to leame her goodly lore, 
And civile armes to exercise no more : 
Then shaU a M^all virgin raine, which shall 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke shore. 
And the great castle smite so sore withall. 
That it shall tBtk» him ahake, and shortly learn to 
fall: 



" But yet the end is not** — There Merlin stayd. 
As overcomen of the sptrites powre, 
Or other ghastly spectacle dinnayd. 
That secretly he saw, yet note discourse : 
Which suddein fitt and halfe extatick stoure 
When the two fearefull women saw, they g^ew 
Greatly confused in behaveoure : 
At last, the fury past, to former hew 
He tnmd againe, and chearfuU looks as earst did 
shew. 

u. 

Then, when themselves they well instructed had 
Of all that needed them to be inquird, 
They both, conceiying hope of comfort glad, 
With lighter hearts unto their home retird ; 
Where they in secret couosell close conspird. 
How to eTOct so hard an enterprize. 
And to possesse the purpose Xhesy desird : 
Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize. 
And diverse plots did frame to maske in strange 
disguise. 

ui. 

At last the nourse in her fool-hardy wit 
Conceived a bold devise, and thus bespake ; 
" Daughter, I deeme that counsel aye roost fit^ 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take : 
Ye see that good king Uther now doth make 
Strong warre upon the Pa3aiim brethren, bight 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Beside Cajnr Verolame in victorious fight, 
That now all Britany doth bume in armes bright* 
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* That therefore nought our passage may empeach, 
Let us in feigned armes ourselves disguize, 
And our weake hands (need makes good schoUers) 

teach 
The dreadfnl speare and shield to exercize : 
Ne certes, daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weene, would you meseeme ; for ye beene tall 
And large of limbe t* atchieve an hard emprize ; 
Ne ought ye want but skil, which practize small 
Will bring, and shortly make you a mayd martiall. 

uv. 

" And, sooth, it ought your corage much inflame 

To heare so often, in that royall hous, 

From whence to none inferior ye came, 

Bards tell of many wemen valorous. 

Which have full many feats adventurous 

Performed, in paragone of proudest men : 

The bold Bunduca, whose victorious 

Exployts made Rome to quake ; stout Guendolen ; 

Renowmed Martia ; and redoubted Emmiien ; 



LV. 

*' And, that which more then all the rest may sway, 
Late dayes ensample, which these eies beheld : 
In the last field before Menevia, 
Which Uther with those forrein Pagans held, 
I saw a Saxon virgin, the which feld 
Great Ulfin thrise upon the bloody playne ; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rash revenge, she had him surely slayne ; 
Yet Carados hixx^fe from her escapt with pajrne." 



LVI. 

" Ah ! read," quoth Britomart, " how is she hight?" 

" Fayre Angela," quoth she, "men do her call. 

No whit lesse fayre then terrible in fight : 

She hath the leading of a martiall 

And mightie people, dreaded more then all 

The other Saxons, which doe, for her sake 

And love, themselves of her name Angles call. 

Therefore, faire infant, her ensample make 

Unto thyselfe, and equall corage to thee take." 

LTII. 

Her harty wordes so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young damzell sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith tljey tynd. 
And generous stout courage did inspyre, 
I'hat she resolv'd, unweeting to her syre, 
Advent'rous knightliood on herselfe to don ; 
And counseld with her nourse her maides attyre 
To tume into a massy habergeon ; 
And bad her all things put in readiness anon. 



LVIU. 



Th* old woman nought that needed did omit ; 

but all thinges did conveniently purvey. 

It fortuned (so time their tume did fitt) 

A band of Britons, ryding on forray 

Few dnyes before, had gotten a great pray 

Of Saxon goods ; emongst the which was seene 

A goodly armour, and full rich aray, 

Which long'd to Angela, tlie Saxon queene, 

All fretted round witii gold and goodly wel beseene. 



The same, with all the other ornaments. 
King Ryence caused to be hanged hy 
In his chiefe church, for endlesse moniments 
Of his successe and cladfull victory : 
Of which herselfe avising readilv. 
In th' evening late old Glauce thether led 
Faire Britomart, and, that same armory 
Downe taking, her therein appareled 
Well as she mighti and with brave bauldrick gar- 
nished. 

LX. 

Beside those armes there stood a mightie speare. 
Which Bladud made by magicke art of yore. 
And usd the same in batteiU aye to beare ; 
Sith which it had beene here preserved in store. 
For his great virtues proved long afore ; 
For never wight so fast in sell could sit. 
But him perrorce unto the ground it bore : 
Both speare she tooke and shield wliich hong by it ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her pur- 
pose fit. 

• Lxr. 

Thus when she had the vimn all arayd. 
Another hamesse which did hang thereby 
About herselfe she dight, that the yong mayd 
Slie might in equall armes accompany. 
And as her squyre attend her carefully : 
Tho to their readv steedes they clombe full light ; 
And through back waies, that none might them espy. 
Covered with secret cloud of silent night. 
Themselves they forth convaid, and passed forward 
right. 

Lxn. 

Ne rested they, till that to Faery Lond 
They came, as JMerlin them directed late : 
Where, meeting with this Redcrosse knight, she fond 
Of diverse thinges discourses to dilate. 
But most of Arthegall and his estate. 
At last their waves so fell, that they mote part.: 
Then each to other, well affectionate 
Friendship professed with unfained hart * 
llie Redcrosse knight diverst; but forth rode Bii- 
tomart 
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CANTO IV. 

Bold Marindl of Britomart 
Is Browne on tbe Rich Strond 

Fdre Florimell of Ar&ur is 
Long tcXUnwed, bat not fond* 



n. 



Wbssb is the Antique glory now become. 
That whylome wont in women to appeue ! 
Where be the brare atchierements doen bj some? 
Where be the betteflloi, whete the shidd md speare. 
And all the conquests which them high did leare. 
That mattermade for ftmoas poets rerse. 
And boastfoll men so oft abasht to heare? 
Beene they all dead, and hdde in dolefiill herse? 
Or doen toey onelj deepe, and shall agtiiiereTertel 

n. 

If thej be dead, then woe ia me therefore ; 

Bnt it they uLeepe, O let them soone awake ! 

For all too long I bnme with envy sore 

To heare the warlike feates which Homere spake 

Of bold Penihesilee, which made a lake 

Of Greekish blood so ofte in Trojan plaine ; 

But when I reade, how stout Debora strake 

Proud Sisera, and how CamiU' hath slaine 

The huge Ondlochus, I swell with great diadaine. 

m. 

Yet these, and all that els had puissaunce. 

Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 

Aswell for glorie of great valiaunce, 

As for pure chastitee and yertue rare, 

That all her g^oodly deedes doe well declare. 

Well worthie stock, from which the branches sprong 

That in late yeares so faire a blossome bare. 

As thee, O queene, the matter of my song, 

Whose lignage from this lady I derive along ! 

IV. 

Who when, through speaches with the Redcrosse 
8he learned had th°estate of Arthegall, [knight, 
And in each point herselfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and congd tooke withalL 
Then he forth on his ioumey did proceede, 
To seeke adyentures which mote him be&ll, » 

And win him worship through his warlike deed. 
Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefest 
meed. 



But Britomart kept on her former course, 
Ne ever dofte her armes ; but all the way 
Grew pensive through that amorous discourse, 
By which ihe Redcrosse knight did earst display 
net lovers shape and chevalnms aray : 
A thousand thoughts she fashiond in her mind ; 
And in her feignmg fancie did pourtray 
u:«» sqqIi i^ fittest she for love could find, 

^vlike, personable, courteous, and kind. 



With such selfe-pleasmg thoughts her wound she 

fedd. 
And thought so to beguile her grievous smart ; 
But so her smart was much more grievous breidd, 
And tLe deepe wound more deep engorgd her hart. 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart. 
So forth ahe rode, without repose or rest^ 
Seardiing all lands and ea^h remotest part, 
Following the gnydanoe of her blinded guest, 
Till that to the sea-coast at length she her addrest. 

vn. 

lliere she alighted from her light-foot beast. 

And, sitting down upon the rooky shore, 

Badd her old squyre unlace her lofty Creast : 

Tho, halving vewa awhile the surges hore 

That gainst the eraggy difts did loudly rore, 

And m their raging surquedry disdaynd 

That the fiuit enih affronted Uiem so sore. 

And dieir dsvooiing oovetise restraynd , 

Thereat ahe fig^ deepe, and after thus complaynd : 

yia. 

*' Huge sea of sorrow and tempestuous griefe^ 
Wherein my feeble barke is tciwed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe. 
Why doe thy cruel biUowes beat so strong. 
And thy moyst mountaines each on others throng, 
Threatning to swallow up my feareftill lyfe ? 
O, doe thy cruell wrath and spightftill wrong 
At length allay, and stint thy stormj strife. 
Which in these trouUed bowels raignes and ragetfa 
ryfe! 



** For els my feeble vesseU, crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong bnffBts and outrageous blowes. 
Cannot endure, but needea it must be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy shaU6we8, 
The whiles that Love it stares, and Fortune rowes : 
Love, my lewd pilott, hath a restlesse minde ; 
And Fortune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowea ; 
But saile wilhouten starres gainst tyde and winde : 
How can they other doe, sith both are bold and 
blinde! 



«< 



Thou god of windes, that raignest in the seas. 
That raignest also in the continent. 
At last blow up some gentle gale of ease, 
The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent. 
Unto the gladsome port of her intent ! 
Then, when I shall myselfe in safety see, 
A table, for etemall moniment 
Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee. 
Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto thee I," 
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zi. 



Then sigbing softly sore, and inly deepe. 
She shut up all her plaint in privy griefe ; 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glauce gan with sharpe repriefe 
Her to restraine, vad give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe. 
And fetch their being from the sacred mould 
Of her immoFtall womb, to be in heven enrold. 



zn. 



Thus as she her recomforted, she spyde 
Where fiur away one, all in armour bright, 
With hasly gaUop towards her did nrde : 
Her dolour soone she ceast, and on her dight 
Her helmet, to her courser mounting light : 
Her former soirow into sudden wrath 
^Both coosen passions of distroubled fright) 
Converting, forth she beates the dusty path : 
Lore and despight attonoe her corage kmdled hath. 



xin. 

As, when a foggy mist hath overcast 

The fece of heven and the cleare ayre engroste. 

The world in darknea dwels ; till that at last 

The watry southwinde from the seaborde coste 

Upblowing doth disperse the vapour lo'ste. 

And poures itselfe forth in a stormy showre ; 

So the &3rre Britomart, having discloste 

Her dowdy care into a wrathmll stowre, [powre. 

The mist of griefe dissolved did into vengeance 



XIV. 

Eftsoones, her goodly shield addressing fayre. 

That mortall speare she in her hand did take, 

And unto battaiQ did herselfe prepayre. 

The knight, approaching, stemely her bespake ; 

** Sir Knight, tiiat doest thy yojHge rashly make 

B^ this forbidden way in my despight, 

Ne doest by others death ensample take ; 

I read thee soone retyre, whiles thou hast might. 

Least afterwards it be too late to take thy flignt.' ' 



»> 



XV. 



Ythrild with deepe disdaine of his proud threat. 
She shortly thus ; " Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearen babes : I mesne not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre thee will passe oi; dy : " 
Ne lenger stayd for th' other to reply. 
But witii shazpe speare the rest made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the straunge knight ran, and sturaily 
Strooke her ftiU on the breast, that made her downe 
Decline her head, and touch her crouper with her 
crown. 

XVI. 

But she againe him in the shield did smite 

With so fierce fiirie and great puissaunoe, 

That, through his three-square scuchin percing quite 

And through his mayled hauberque, by mischaunce 

The wicked Steele through his left side did glaunce : 

Him so transfixed she b^ore her bore 

Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; 

Till, sadly soucing on the sandy shore, 

He tombfed on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 



XVII. 

Like as the sacred oxe that earelesse stands 
With gilden homes and flowxy girlonds crownd. 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes. 
Whiles th' altars fame with frankincense arownd. 
All suddeinly with mortall stroke astownd 
Doth g^velmg fell, and with his streaming gore 
Distaines the pillours and the holy gtowno. 
And the ftdre nowres that decked hmi af(»e : 
So fell proud Marinell upon the pretious shore. 

xviu. - 

The martiall mayd stayd not him to lament. 
But forward rode, ana kept her ready way 
Along the Strond ; which, as she over-went. 
She saw bestrowed all with rich ariiy 
Of nearles and pretious stones of ereat assi^. 
And all the gravell mixt with goloen owre : 
Whereat she wondred much, but would not stay 
For gold, or p«rles, or pretious stones, an howre. 
But them despised all ; f<» all was in her powre. 

XIX. 

Whiles thus he lay in deadly stonishment, 
IVdings hereof came to his mothers eaie ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
llie daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare. 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Finding the nymph asleepe in secret wheare. 
As he by chaunce did wander that same way. 
Was talran with her love, and by her closely lay. 

XX. 

There he this ktught of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his father, Marinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight forlome 
Long time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
For never man he suffired by that same 
Rich Strond to traveU, whereas he did wonne. 
But that he must do battail with the sea-nymphes 
Sonne. 

XXI. 

An hundred knights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made : 
That through all Farie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade. 
That none durst passen through that perilous glade . 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more. 
Her sea-god syre she dearely did perswade 
T' endow her sonne with threasure and rich store 
Bove all the sonnes that were of earthly wombes 
ybore. 

xxn. 

The god did graunt his daughters deare demaund. 
To doen his nephew in all riches flow : 
Eflsoones his heaped waves he did commaund 
Out of their hollow bosome forth to throw 
All the huge threasure, which the sea below 
Had in his greedy gnlfe devoured deepe. 
And him enriched thi^ugh the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did werae 
And often wayle their wealth which he from Uma. 
didkoQ]^* 
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XXXV. 

His mother swowned thrise, and the third time 
Could scarce recovered bee out of her paine j 
Had she not beene devoide of mortall slime, 
She should not then have bene reljr'd againe : 
Brit, soone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made so piteous mone and deare wayment, 
That the hard rocks could scarce from tears refraine : 
And all her sister nymphes with one consent 
Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad complement. 

XXXVI. 

*' Deare image of myselfe," she sayd, " that is 
The wretched sonne of wretched mother borne. 
Is this thine high advauncement ? O ! is this 
Th' immortall name, with which thee yet unbome 
Thy grandsire Nereus promist to adome ? 
Now lyest thou of life and honor refte ; 
Now lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlorne ; 
Ne of thy late life memory is lefle ; 
Is'e can thy irrevocable desteny bee wefte ! 



XXXVII. 



" Fond Proteus, father of false prophecis ! 

And they more fond that credit to thee ^ve ! 

Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, [drive. 

That so deepe wound through these deare members 

I feared love ; but they that love doe live ; 

But they that dye, doe nether love nor hate : 

Nalh'lesse to thee thy folly I forgive ; 

And to my«elfe, and to accursed fate, [late ! 

The guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedome bought too 



xxxvnr. 

" O ! what availes it of immortall seed 
To beene ybredd and never borne to dye ? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 
Then waste in woe and waylfiill miserye : 
Who dyes, the utmost dolor doth aby^ ; 
But who that lives, is lefte to waile nis losse : 
So life is losse, and death felicity : 
Sad life worse then glad death ; and greater crosse 
To see frends grave, then dead the grave selfe to 
engrosse. 

xxxix. 

'* But if the heavens did his days en vie, 

And my short blis maligne ; yet mote they well 

Thus much afford me, ere ihat he did die, 

That the dim eies of my deare Marinell 

I mote have closed, and him bed farewell, 

Sith other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt— 

Yett ! maulgre them, farewell, my sweetest sweet ! 

Farewell, my sweetest sonne, sitn we no more shall 



meet!' 



XL. 



Thus when they all had sorrowed their fill. 
They softly gan to search his ffriesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will, 
They him disarmd ; and, spredding on the grownd 
Their watchet mantles frindgd with silver rownd, 
They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th* orifice ; which having well upbownd 
They pourd in soveraine balme and nectar good, 
Good both for erthly med'cine and for hevenly food. 



XLI. 



Tho, when the lilly-handed Liagore 

(This Liagore whilome had learned skill 

In leaches craft, by great ApoUoes lore, 

Sith her whilome upon high Pindus hill 

He loved, and at last her wombe did fill 

With hevenly seed, whereof wise Paeon sprong,) 

Did feele his pulse, shee knew there staied still 

Some little life his feeble sprites emong ; 

Which to his mother told, despejrre she from her flong. 



XLII. 

Tho, up him taking in their tender hands, 

They easely unto her charett beare : 

Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands. 

Whiles they the corse into her wagon reare. 

And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 

Then all the rest into their coches dim, 

And through the brackish waves thdlr passage sheare ; 

Upon great Neptunes necke they softly swim. 

And to her watry chamber swiftiy carry him. 

xLm. 

Deepe in the bottome of the sea, her bowre 

Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye. 

Like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy showre. 

And vauted all within like to the skye. 

In which the gods doe dwell eternally : 

There they him laide in easy couch well dight ; 

And sent in haste for Tiyphon, to apply 

Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might : 

For Trypon of sea-gods the soveraine leach is hight. 

XLIV. 

The whiles the nymphes sit all about him rownd. 
Lamenting his mishap and heavy plight ; 
And ofte his mother, vewing his wide wownd, 
Cursed the hand that did so deadly smight 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight : 
But none of all those curses overtooke 
1 he warlike maide, th'ensample of that might ; 
But fayrely well shee thryvd, and well did brooke 
Her noble deedes^ ne her right course for ought 
forsooke. 

XLV. 

Yet did false Archimage her still pursew, 

To bring to passe his mischievous intent, 

Now that he had her singled from the crew 

Of courteous knights, the prince and Fary gent. 

Whom late in chace of beauty excellent 

Shee lefte, pursewing that same foster strong ; 

Of whose fowle outrage they impatient. 

And full of firy zele, him foUowed long, 

To reskew her from shame, and to revenge her wrong. 

XLVI. . 

Through thick and thin, through mountains and 

through pla3ms. 
Those two great champions did attonce pursew 
The fearfuU damzell with incessant payns ; 
Who from them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 
Of hunter swifte and sent of howndes trew. 
At last they came unto a double way ; 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reskew. 
Themselves they did dispart, each to assay 
Whether more happy were to win so goodly pray 
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XLvn. 

But Timias, the princes gentle squjrre. 
That ladies lore unto his lord forlent. 
And with proud enrj and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster fiercely went : 
So Leene they three three sondry wayes ybent : 
But fa3rrest ^rtnne to the prince befell ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did repent, 
To take that way in which that damosell 
Was fledd afore, afiaid of him as feend of hell. 

ZLvni. 

At last of her far off he gained vew : 

Then gan he freshly pricke his fomy steed, 

And ever as he nigher to her drew, 

So evermore he did increase his speed. 

And of each turning still kept wary heed : 

Alowd to her he of^times did call 

To doe away vaine doubt and needlesse dreed : 

Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fiill 

Many meeke wordes to stti^ and comfort her withalL 

xux. 

But nothing might relent her hasty flight ; 

So deepe the deadly feare of that toul swaine 

Was earst impressed in her gentle spright : 

Like as a fearefull dove, which through the raine 

Of the wide ajrre her way does cut amaine. 

Having farre off espyde a tassell gent. 

Which after her his nimble winges doth straine, 

Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent. 

And iviUi li» pineons cleaves the liquid fermament. 

L. 

With no lesse hast, and eke with no lease dreed. 
That fearefull ladie fledd from him that ment 
To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly shent 
Carried her forward with her first intent : 
And though, oft looking backward, well she vewde 
Herselfe freed from that foster insolent. 
And that it was a knieht which now her sewde. 
Yet ahe no lesse the knight feared then that villein 
rude. 

ZJ. 

His uncouth shield and straunge armes her dismayd. 
Whose like in Faenr Lond were seldom seene ; 
That fast she from him fledd, no lesse afrayd 
Then of wilde beastes if she had chased beene : 
Yet he her foUowd still with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven sheene, 
And wamd his other brethren ioyeous 
To light their blessed lamps in loves eternaU hous. 



Ln. 

All suddeinly dim woz the dampish ayre. 

And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright. 

That now with thousand starres was decked fayre : 

Which when the prince beheld, a loth full sight, 

And that perforce, for want of lenger light. 

He mote surceasse his suit and lose the hope 

Of his lone labour ; he gan fowly wyte 

His wicked fortune that had tumd aslope. 

Am] cursed night that reft from him so goodly scope. 



LIU. 



Tho, when her waves he could no more descry. 
But to and fro at aisaventure strayd j 
Like as a ship, whose lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath dismayd ; 
His wearisome pursuit perforce he stayd. 
And from his loftie steed dismounting low 
Did let him forage : downe himselfe he layd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a throw ; 
The cold earth was his couch, the hard Steele his 
pillow. 



LIV. 



But gentle Sleepe envyde him any rest ; 

Inst^ thereof sad sorrow and disdaine 

Of his hard hap did vexe his noble brest. 

And thousand rancies bett his ydle brayne 

With their light wings, the sights of semblants vaine : 

Oft did he wish that lady fiedre mote bee 

His Faer^ Queene, for whom he did complaine ; 

Or that his Faeiy Queene were such as shee : 

And ever hasty Wight he blamed bitterlie : 



LV. 



it 



Night ! thou foule mother of annoyaunce sad, 
Sister of heavie Death, and nourse of Woe, 
Which wast begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutish shape thrust downe to hell below. 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus slow, 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 
(Black Herebus, thy husband, is the foe 
Of all the gods,) where thou ungratious 
Halfe of thy di^es doest lead in horrour hideous ; 

LVI. 

" What had th' Etemall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall course to keepe, 
That doest all thinges deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in sleepe 
The slouthfull body that doth love to steepe 
His lusUesse limbes, and drowne his baser mind. 
Doth praise thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calls thee his goddesse, in his errour blind. 
And great dame Natures handmaide ^hearing every 
kind. 

LVII. 

** But well I wote that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares. 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou loudest rayling teares ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfiill visions, in the which alive 
The dreary image of sad Death appeares : 
So from the wearie spirit thou doest drive 
Desired rest, and men of happinesse deprive. 

LVIII. 

" Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 

Light-shonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 

Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 

Shamefiill Deceipt, and Daunger imminent, 

Fowle Horror, and eke hellish Dreriment : 

All these I wote in thy protection bee. 

And light doe shonne, for feare of being shent ; 

For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee ; 

And all, that lewdnesse love, do hate the Ught to see 
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" For Day discovers all dishonest wayes. 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of High God he (aire displayes. 
And His large houotie rightly doth areed : 
Dayes dearest children be the blessed seed 
Which Darknesse shall subdue and heaven win : . 
Truth is his daughter ; he her first did breed 
Most sacred virgin without spot of sinne : 
Our life is day ; but death with darknesse doth 
begin. 



LX. 

" O, when will Day then tume to me flgaine. 
And bring with him his long-expected Ught ! 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy loyous waine ; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright. 
And chace away this too long lingring Night ; 
Chace her away, from whence she came, to hdl : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despieht : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell. 
And yield her rowme to Day, that can it goyeme 
well." 



LXI. 



Thus did the prince that wearie night outweare 

In restlesse anguish and unquiet paine ; 

And earely, ere the Morrow did upreare 

His deawy head out of the ocean maine, 

He up arose, as halfe in great disdaine. 

And clombe unto his steed : so forth he went 

With heavy lool «nd lumpish pace, that plaine 

In him bewrai^ ^teat erudge and maltalent : 

His steed dk« und t apply his sttps to his intent. 



CANTO V. 

Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three fosters Timias wound ; 

Belphcebe findes him almost dead. 
And reareth out of swownd. 



I. 



Wonder it is to see in diverse mindes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaunts play 
And shewes his powre in variable kindes : 
The baser wit, whose ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay. 
It stirreth up to sensuall desire. 
And in lewa slouth to wast his oaxelesse day 5 
But in brave sprite it kindles gocdly fire. 
That to all high desert and honour doth aspire. 



Ne suffereth it uncomely Idlenesse 

In his free thought to build her sluggish nest ; 

Ne suffereth it tiiought of ungentlenesse 

Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 

But to the highest and the worthiest 

Liftoth it up that els would lowly fall : 

It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to rest ; 

It lettes not scarse this prince to breath at all. 

But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 



m. 

Who long time wandred throu|^h the forest wyde 
To finde some issue thence ; till that at last 
He met a dwarfe that seemed terrifyde 
With some late perill which he hardly past. 
Or other accident which him aghast ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 
And whether now he traveiled so fast : 
I'or sore he swat, and, ronning through that same 
Thicke forest, was bescracht and both his feet nigh 
lame. 



IV. 

Panting for breath, and almost out of hart, ^ 
The dwarfe him answerd ; " Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same : I lately did depart 
From Faery court, where I have many a day 
Served a gentle lady of great sway 
And high accompt throughout all Elfin Land, 
Who lately left me same, and tooke this way : 
Her now I eeeke ; and if ye understand 
Which way she fiured hath, good sir, tell out of 
hand/' 

V. 

** What mister wight," saide he, " and how araydl" 

" Royally clad," quoth he, " in cloth of gold. 

As meetest may beseeme a noble mayd ; 

Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 

A fayrer wight did never sunne behold ; j, 

And on a palfrey rydes more white then snow. 

Yet she herselfe is whiter manifold ; 

The surest signe, whereby ye may her know 

Is, that she is the fairest wight alive, I trow." 



VI. 

" Now certes, swaine," saide he, " such one, I weene. 

Fast flying through this forest from her fo, 

A foule ill-favoured foster, I have scene ; 

Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho. 

But could not stay ; so fast she did foregoe. 

Carried away with wings of speedy feare." 

" Ah ! dearest God," quoth he, " that is great woe. 

And wondrous ruth to all that shall it heare : 

But can ye read, sir, how I may her finde^ or ^bnc^V* 
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VII. 



" Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransome of the richest knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat : 
But froward fortune, and too forward night, 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight. 
And fro me reft both life and light attone. 
But, dwarfe, aread what is that lady bright 
That through this forrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth and 



mone. 



vni. 



" That ladie is," quoth he, " whereso she bee. 
The bountiest virgin and most debonaire 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see : 
Lives none this day that may with her compare 
In stedfast chastitie and vertue rare. 
The goodly ornaments of beauty bright ; 
And isycleped Florimell the fajn^e, 
Faire Florimell beloved of many a knight, 
Yet she loves none but one, that Marinell i 



is bight; 



IX. 



" A sea-nymphes sonne, that Marinell is hight. 

Of my deare dame is loved dearelv well ; 

In other none, but him, she sets delight ; 

All her delight is set on Marinell ; 

But he sets nought at all by Florimell : 

For ladies love his mother long ygoe 

Did him, they say, forwame through sacred spell : 

But &me now flies, that of a forreine foe 

He is vslaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 



X. 



" Five dales there be since he (they say) was slaine. 

And fowre since Florimell the court forwent. 

And vowed never to retume a^aine 

Till him alive or dead she did mvent 

llierefore, faire sir, for love of knighthood gent 

And honour of trew ladies, if ye may 

By your good counsell, or bold hardiment. 

Or succour her, or me direct the way. 

Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 



XI. 

** So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 
Of all good ladies through the worlde so wide. 
And haply in her hart finde highest rowme 
Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 
At least etemall meede shall you abide." 
To whom the prince ; " Dwarfe, comfort to thee take; 
For, till thou tidings leame what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forsake : 
lU weares he armes, that nill them use for ladies 
sake." 

XII. 

So with the dwarfe he back retoum*d againe. 

To seeke his lady, where he mote her finde ; 

But by the way he greatljr gan complaine 

llie want of his good squire late left behinde, 

For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde. 

For doubt of daunger which mote him betide ; 

For him he loved above all mankinde, 

Hsving him trew and fiuthfuU ever tride, 

Judd bold, as ever squyre that waited by knights 



XIII. 

Who all this while full hardly was assayd 

Of deadly daunger which to him betidd : 

For, whiles his lord pursewd that noble mayd. 

After that footer fowle he fiercely ridd 

To bene avenged of the shame he did 

To that ftiire aamzell : him he chaced long 

Through thethicke woods wherein he would have hid 

His shamefull head ham his avengement strong-, 

And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong. 

XIV. 

Nathlesse the villein sped himselfe so well, 
Whether through swiftnesse of his speedie beast. 
Or knowledge of those woods where he did dwell. 
That shortly he from daunger was releast. 
And out of sight escaped at the least ; 
Yet not escaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increast, 
Ne ceased not, till him oppressed hard 
The heavie plague that for such leachours is pre- 
pard. 

XV. 

For, soone as he was vanisht out of sight, 

His coward coun^e gan emboldned bee, 

And cast t* avenge him of that fowle despight 

Which he had borne of his bold enimee : 

Tho to his brethren came, (for they were three 

Uneratious children of one gracelesse syre,) 

And unto them complayned how that he 

Had used beene of that foole-hardie squyre : 

So them with bitter words he stird to bloodie yie. 



XVI. 

Forthwith themselves with their sad instruments 
Of spoyle and murder they gan arme bylive, 
And with him foorth into the forrest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst revive 
In there steme brests, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to reproch and shamefull flight : 
For they had vow'a that never he alive 
Out of that forest should escape their might ; 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with such 
despight. 

XVII. 

Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
I'hrough which it was uneath for wight to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that squyre unknowne 
Mote algates passe ; K>rthy themselves they set 
There in await with thicke woods overgrowne. 
And all the while their malice they did whet 
With cruell threats his passage through the ford to 
let 

XVIII. 

It fortuned, as they devixed had, 
The gentle squire came ryding that same way, 
Unweeting of their wile and treason bad, 
And through the ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster, which late fled away, 
Stoutly foorth stepping on the further shore. 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay, 
Till he had made amends, and full restore 
For all the damage which he bad him doen afore. 



Canto V.J 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



i49 



XIX. 

With that, at him a quir'ring dart he threw 
With so fell force, and yilleinous despite. 
That through his haberieon the forkehead flew, 
And through the linked mayles empierced quite. 
But had no powre in his soft flesh to bite : 
That stroke the hardy squire did sore displease. 
But more that him he could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could sease. 
But laboured long in that deepe ford with vaine dis- 
ease. 

XX. 

And still the foster with his long bore-speare 

Him kept from landins at his wished will : 

Anone one sent out of the thicket neare 

A cruell shaft headed with deadly ill. 

And fethered with an unlucky quill ; 

The wicked Steele stayd not till it did light 

In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill : 

Exceeding griefe that wound in him empight. 

But more that with his foes he could not come to fight. 

XXI. 

At last, through wrath and rengeaunce, making way 
He on the bancke arryvd with mickle pa3nie ; 
Where the third brother him did sore assay. 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A forest-bill, which both his hands did strayne ; 
But warily he did avoide the blow. 
And with his speare requited him agayne. 
That both his sides were thrilled with the throw. 
And a large streame of bloud out of the wound did 
flow. 

xxn. 

He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 
The bitter efu*th, and bad to lett him in 
Into the baleftill house of endlesse night. 
Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former sin. 
Tho gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 
For nathemore for that spectdcle bad 
Did th' other two their cruell yengeaunce blin. 
But both attonce on both sides him bestad. 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 

XXIII. 

Tho when that villayn he aviz'd, which late 

Afirighted had the fairest Florimell, 

Full of fiers fury and indignant hate 

To him he turned, and with rigor fell 

Smote him so rudely on the pannikell. 

That to the chin he clefte his head in twaine : 

Downe on the ground his carkas groveling fell ; 

His sinfull sowle with desperate disdaine 

Out of her fleshly ferme fled to the place of paine. 

XXIV. 

That seeing, now the only last of three 
Who with that wicked shafte him wounded had. 
Trembling with horror, (as that did foresee 
The fearefull end of his avengement sad, 
through which he follow should his brethren bad,) 
His bootelesse bow in feeble hand upcaught, 
And therewith shott an arrow at the lad ; 
Which fayntly fluttring scarce his helmet raught. 
And glauncing fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 



I 



XXV. 



With that, he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent, 
Right as he entring was into the flood. 
And strooke at him with force so violent. 
That headlesse him into the foord he sent ; 
The carcas with the streame was carried downe. 
But th' head fell backeward on the continent ; 
So mischief fel upon the meaners crowne : 
They three be dead with shame ', the squire livcA 
with renowne : 

XXVI. 

He lives, but takes small ioy of his renowne ; 

For of that cruell wound he bled so sore. 

That from his steed he fell in deadly swowne ; 

Yet still the blood forth gusht in so great store 

T^t he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 

Now God thee keepe ! thou gentlest squire d^ve. 

Els shall thy loving lord thee see no more ; 

But both of'^comfort him thou shalt deprive. 

And eke thyselfe of honor which thou didst atchive. 

xzvu. 

Providence hevenly passeth living thought. 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way : 
For loe ! great grace or fortune thether brought 
Comfort to him that comfortlesse now lay. 
In those same woods ye well remember may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne, 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did aflfray. 
And made him fast out of the forest ronne ; 
Belphcebe was her name, as fairs as Phoebus aunne. 

xxvm. 

Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some wilae beast, which with her arrowes keena 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly seene 
To have besprinckled all the grassy greene ; 
By the great pursue which she there perceav'd, 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd had beene. 
And made more haste the life to have bereav'd : 
But ah t her expectation greatly was deceived. 

XXIX. 

Shortly she came whereas that woefuU squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps oi quenched fire. 
The christall humor stood congealed rownd ; 
His locks, like faded leaves fallen to grownd. 
Knotted with blood in bounches rudely ran ; 
And his sweete lips, on which before that stownd 
The bud of youth to blossome faire began, 
Spoild of their rosy red were woxen pue and wan. 

XXX. 

Saw never living eie more heavy sight, 

That could have made a rocke of stone to rew, 

Or rive in twaine : which when that lady bright. 

Besides all hope, with melting eies did vew. 

All suddeinly abasht shee chaunged hew. 

And with sterne horror backward gan to start : 

But, when shee better him beheld, shee grew 

Full of soft passion and unwonted smart : 

The point of pitty perced through her teiider hart. 
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XXXI. 

l^Ieelcely sliee bowed downe, to weete if life 

Yett in his frozen members did remaine ; 

And, feeling by his pulses beating rife 

1'hat the weake sowle her seat did yett retaine, 

Shee cast to comfort him with busy paine : 

His double-folded necke she reard upright, 

And rubd his temples and each trembling yaine ; 

His mayled habeneon she did undight. 

And from his head his heavy burganet did light. 

zxxu. 

Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee went, 
'Jo seeke for hearbes that mote him reme<ly ; 
For shee of herbes had great intendiment, 
1'aught of the nymphe which from her infancy 
Her nourced had in trew nobility : 
There, whether yt divine tobacco were. 
Or panachsea, or polygony, 
She fownd, and brought it to her patient deare. 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood 
neare. 



xxxin. 



.•■*» 



Tlie soveraine weede betwixt two marUes plaine 
Shee pownded small, and did in peeces bruze \ 
And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze; 
And round about, as she could well it uze, 
llie flesh therewitfi'd^e'/svppled and did steepe, 
T' abate all spasme and soSce the swelling bruze ; 
And, after havipg searcht the intuse deepe. 
She with her scuf did bind tha wound, from cold to 
keepe. 

zxxiv. 

By this he bad sweet life recur'd agayne. 
And, groning inly deepe, at last his eies, 
His watry eies dxizling Like deawy rayne, 
He up gan lifte toward the azure skies. 
From whence descend all bopelesse remedies ; 
Therewith he sigh*d ; and, turning him aside. 
The goodly maide full of divinities 
And gifts of heavenly grace he by him spide,. 
Her bow and gilden quiver lying him beside. 



XXXV. 



*' Mercy ! dears Lord," said he, ** what grace is this 
That thou hast shewed to me sinfiill wight. 
To send thine angell from her bowre of blis 
To comfort me in my distressed plight ! 
Angell, or goddesse doe I call thee right 7 
What service may I doe unto thee meete. 
That hast from darkenes me retumd to light. 
And with thy hevenly salves and med'cinessweete 
Hast drest my sinfuU wounds I I kisse thy blessed 
feete." 



XXXVI. 



Thereat she blushing said ; '* Ah ! gentle squire. 

Nor goddesse 1, nor angell ; but the mayd 

And daughter of a woody nymphe, desire 

No service but thy safety and ayd ; 

Which if thou gaine, I snal be well apayd. 

Wee mortall wights, whose lives and fortunes bee 

fo commun accidents stil open Isiyd, 

ire bownd with commun bond of frailtee, 

To succor wretched wights whom we captived see." 



XXXVII. 

By this her damzells, which the former chace 

Had undertaken after her, nrryv'd. 

As did Belphccbe, in the bloody place. 

And thereby deemd the beast bad bene depriv'd 

Of life, whom late their ladies arow ry v'd : 

Forthy the bloody tract they foUowd fast. 

And every one to ronne the swiftest stryv'd ; 

But two of them the rest far overpast, 

And where their lady was arrived at the last. 

xxxvin. 

Where when they saw that goodly boy with blood 
Defowled, and their lady dresse his wownd. 
They wondred much ; and shortly understood 
How him in deadly cace their lady fownd. 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd. 
EfUoones his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in s wownd. 
She made those damzels search ; which being stayd. 
They did him set thereon, and forth with them 
conyayd. 

XXXIX. 

Into that forest farre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; in a pleasant glade 
With mountaines rownd about environed 
And mightie woodes, which did the valley shade. 
And like a stately theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spatious plaine ; • 
And in ue midst a little river plaide 
Emongst the pumy stones, which seemd to plaine 
With gentle murmure that his course they did 
restraine. 

XL. 

Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 

Planted with mirtle trees and laurells greene. 

In which the birds song many a lovely lay 

Of Gods high praise, and of ^eir loves sweet teene. 

As it an earthly paradize had beene : 

In whose enclosed shadow there was pight 

A faire pavilion, scarcely to be seene. 

The which was al within most richly dight. 

That greatest princes living it mote well delight. 



XLI. 

Thether they brought that wounded sqnyre, andlayd 
In easie couch his feeble limbes to rest. 
He rested him awhile ; and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best. 
His grievous hurt to euarish, that she might ; 
That shortly she his aolour hath redrest. 
And his fome sore reduced to faire plight : 
It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quight. 



xLn. 

O foolish physick, and unfruitfull paine. 

That heales up one, and makes another wound ! 

She his hurt tliigh to liim recurd againe. 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound. 

Through an unwary dart which did rebownd 

From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce* 

What bootes it him from death to be unbownd. 

To be captived in endl6sse dura^nce 

Of sorrow and despeyre without aleg^eaiiQc^ i 
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XLIU. 

Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole. 
So still his hart woxe sore, and health decayd : 
Madnesse to sare a part, and lose the whole ! 
Still whenas he heheld the heavenly mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd. 
So still his malady the more increast. 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie lum dismayd. 
Ah God ! what other could he do at least, 
But love so fayre a lady that his life releast! 

xuv. 

Long while he strove in his con^eous brest 
With reason dew the passion to subdew, 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew. 
Her soveraine bountie and celestiall hew. 
The same to love he strongly was constraynd : 
But, when his meane estate he did revew. 
He from such hardy boldnesse was restraynd. 
And of his lucldesse lott and cruell love thus pla3nid : 

XLV. 

" UnthankfuU wretch," said he, " is this the meed. 

With which her soverain mercy thou doest quight ? 

Thy life she saved by her gratious deed ; 

But thou doest weene with villeinoug despight 

To blott her honour and her heavenly light : 

Dye ; rather dye then so disloyally 

Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light : 

Fayre death it is, to shonne more shame, to dy : 

Dye ', rather dye then ever love disloyally. 

XLVI. 

" But if, to love, disloyalty it bee. 

Shall I then hate her Uiat from deathes dore 

Me brought? ah ! farre be such reproach fro mee ! 

What can I lesse doe then her love therefore, 

Sith I her dew reward cannot restore? 

Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 

Dying her serve, and living her adore ; 

Thy life she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 

Dye ; rather dye then ever from her service swerve. 

xLvn. 

" But, foolish boy, what bootes thy service bace 
To her, to whom the heavens doe serve and sew ? 
Thou, a meane squjrre, of meeke and lowly place ; 
She, Ikevenly borne and of celestiall hew. 
How then ? of all love taketh equall vew : 
And doth not highest God voucnsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew ? 
If she will not ; dye meekly for her sake : 
Dye ; rather dye then ever so fiiire love forsake I' 

xi.vm. 

Thus warreid he long time against his will ; 
TiU that through weakness he was forst at last 
To yield himselfe unto the mightie ill. 
Which, as a victour proud, gan ransack fast 
His inward partes and all his entrayles wast. 
That neither blood in face nor life m hart 
It left, but both did quite drye up and blast ; 
As percing levin, which the inner part 
Of every thing oiasnmes and calcineth by art 



XLIX. 



Which seeing fkyre Belphoebe gan to feare. 
Least that his wound were inly well not heald. 
Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were : 
Litle shee weend that love he close concealed. 
Yet still he wasted, as the snow congeald 
When the bright sunne his beams theron doth beat : 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorow great 
Then with dishonorable tennes her to entreat. 



She, gracious lady, yet no paines did spare 

To doe him ease, or doe him remedy ; 

Many restoratives of vertues rare 

And costly cordialles she did apply. 

To mitigate his stubbome malady : 

But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 

A love-sick hart, she did to him envy ; 

To him, and to all th' unworthy world forlore. 

She did envy that soveraine salve in secret store. 

u. 

That daintie rose, the daughter of her mome. 
More deare then life she tendered, whose flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne suffired she the nuddayes scorching powre, 
Ne the sharp northeme wind thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre, 
Whenso the froward skye began to lowre ; 
But, soone as calmed was the cnstall ayre. 
She did it fayre dispred and let to florish fayre. 

ui. 

Etemall God, in his almigtrffe powre. 
To make ensample of his heaveiibr grace, 
In paradize whylome did plant {bi& nowre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace. 
That mortall men her glory should admyre. 
In gentle ladies breste and bo^^^us race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest flowfe 'doth spyre. 
And beareth fruit oflionour and all chast desyre. 

Lin. 

Fayre ympes of beautie, whose bright shining beames 
Adome the world with like to heavenly light. 
And to your willes both royalties and reames 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous mieht ; 
With this fa3rre flowre your goodly girlouds dight 
Of chastity and vertue virginall. 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright. 
And crowne your heades with heavenly coronall, 
Such as the angels weare before God's tribunall ! 

LIV. 

To youre feire selves a faire ensample frame 
Of this faire virgin, this Belphoebe fayre ; 
To whom, in perfect love and spotless fame 
Of chastitie, none living may comjwyre : 
Ne poysnous envy iustly can empayre 
The prayse of her lesh-flowring maydenhead ; 
Forthy she standefl on the highest stayre 
Of th*^ honourable ' l«e of womanhead, 
That ladies aU mr follow her ensample dead. 
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LV. 

In so great prayse of stedfast chastity 
Nathlesse sne was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with grace and goodly modesty. 
That seemed those two vertues strove to fynd 
The higher place in her heroick mynd : 
So striving each did other more augment, 
And hoth encreast the prayse of womank^jnid 
And hoth encreast her beautie excellent : 
So all did make in her a perfect complement. 



CANTO VI. 

The birth of fityre Belphcehe and 

Of Amorett is told : 
The ppardins of Adonis fraught 

With pleasures manifold. 



V. 



Well may I weene, faire ladies, all this while 

Ve wonder how this noble damozell 

So great perfections did in her compile, 

Sith that in salvage forests she did dwell. 

So farre from court and royal citadell. 

The great schoolmaistresse of all courtesy : 

Seemeth that such wilde woodes should far ezpell 

All civile usage and eentility. 

And gentle sprite detorme with rude rusticity. 



n. 

But to this faire Belphcehe in her berth 
The hevens so favourable were and free, 
Looking with myld aspect uiK>n the earth 
In th' horoscope of her nativitee. 
That all the gifts of grace and chastitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous home : 
love laught on Venus from his soverayne see. 
And Phoebus with faire beames did her adome. 
And all the graces rockt her cradle being borne. 



III. 

Her berth was of the wombe of morning dew. 
And her conception of the ioyous prime ; 
And all her whole creation did her shew 
Pure and unspotted from all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was this virgin borne, so was she bred ; 
So was she trayned up from time to time 
In all chaste vertue and true bountihed. 
Till to her dew perfection she were ripened. 



IV. 

Her mother was the faire Chrysogonee, 

The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 

A Faerie was, ybome of high degree : 

She bore Belphcehe ; she bore in like cace 

ra3rre Amoretta in the second place : [share 

lliese two were twinnes, and twizt them two did 

The heritage of all celestiall grace ; 

That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 

Of bounty, and of beautie, and all vertues rare. 



It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident &ire Chrysogone 
Conceived these infants, and how them she bare 
In this wilde forrest wandring all aloue. 
After she had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 
Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food. 
As other wemens babes, they sucked vitall blood : 

▼I. 

But wondrously they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th' hevens fruitfull ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a sommers shinie day. 
When Titian fidre his beames did display. 
In a fresh fountaine, far from all mens vew, 
She bath'd her brest the boyling heat t' allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and violets blew. 
And all the sweetest flowers that in the forrest grew . 

VII. 

Till &int through yrkesome werines adowne 

Upon the grassy ^ound herselfe she layd 

To sleepe, the whiles a gentle slombring swowne 

Upon her fell all naked bare displayd : 

The sunbeames bright upon her body playd. 

Being through former bathing mollifide, 

And pierst into her wombe ; where they embayd 

With so sweet sence and secret powre unspido, 

That in her pregnant flesh they shortly fnictifide. 

vm. 

Miraculous may seeme to him that reades 

So straunge ensample of conception ; 

But reason teacheth that the fruitfull seades 

Of all things living, through impression 

Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion. 

Doe life conceive and quickned are by kynd t 

So, after Nilus inundation. 

Infinite shapes of creatures men doe f)Tid 

Informed in the mud on which the sunne hath 
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IX, 

Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th' autbour of life and light ; 
And his faire sister for creation 
Ministreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight. 
So sprong these twinnes in womb of Chrysogone ; 
Yet wist she nought thereof, but sore affright 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone. 
Which still increast till she her terme had full out- 
gone. 

Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe her guiltlesse conscience her cleard. 
She fled into the wildemesse a space, 
Till that unweeldy burden she had reard. 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to real 
Herselfe she set, and comfortably cheard ; 
There a sad cloud of sleepe her overkest. 
And seized every sence with sorrow sore opprest. 



xz. 

It £9rtaned, faire Venuft having lost 
Her little sonne, the winged god of love. 
Who for some light displeasure, which him crest. 
Was from her fled as flit as ayery dove. 
And left her blisfull bowre of ioy above ', 
(So from her often he had fled away. 
When she for ought him sharpely did reprove. 
And wandred in the world in straunge aray, 
Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might him 
bewray j) 

xn. 

Him for to seeke, she lefl her heavenly hous 
The house of goodly formes and faire aspects. 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select. 
With which high God his workmanship hath deckt ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tract she mote detect : 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter thinsps, 
Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. 

XIIZ. 

First she him sought in eourt ; where most he us'd 
Whylome to haunt, but there she found him not ; 
But many there she found which sore accused 
His falshood, and with fowle infSimous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot : 
Ladies and lordes she every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoysoned shot 
Their woftlll harts he wounded had whyleare, 
^nd so had left them languishing twixt hope and feare. 

XIV. 

She then the cities sought from gate to gate, 
And everie one did aske. Did he him see? 
And everie one her answerd, that too late 
He had him seene, and felt the crueltee 
Of his sharp dartes and whot artilleree : 
And every one threw forth reproches rife 
Of his mischievous deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of all civill life. 
The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife. 



XV. 

Then in the countrey she abroad him sought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquir'd ; 
Where also many plaintes to her were brought. 
How he their heedelesse harts with love had fir'd, 
And his false venim through their veines inspir'd ; 
And eke the gentle shepheard swaynes, which sat 
Keeping their fleecy flockes as they were hyr'd. 
She sweetly heard complaine both haw and what 
Her Sonne had to them doen; yet she did smila 
thereat. 

XVI. 

But, when in none of all these she him got, 
She gan avize where els he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought that she had not 
Yet sought the salvage woods and forests wyde. 
In which full many lovely nymphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely lye. 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Forthy she thether cast her course t' apply. 
To search the secret haunts of Dianes company. 

xvn. 

Shortly unto the wasteful! woods she came, 
Whereas she found the goddesse with her crew, 
After late chace of their embrewed game. 
Sitting beside a fountaine in a rew ; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle, which did deforme their lively hew. 
Others lay shaded from the scorching heat ; 
The rest upon her person gave attendance great. 

xvm. 

She, having hon^ upon a bough on high 

Her bow andpamted quiver, had unlaste 

Her silver buskins from her nimble thigh. 

And her lanck loynes nngirt, and brests unbraste, 

Afler her heat the breathmg cold to taste ; 

Her golden lockes, that late in tresses bright 

Embreaded were for hindring of her haste. 

Now loose about her shoulders hong undight. 

And were with sweet ambrosia all b^princkled light* 



XIX. 

Soone as she Venus saw behinde her backe. 

She was asham'd to be so loose surpriz*d ; 

And woxe halfe wroth against her damzels slacken 

That had not her thereof before aviz'd. 

But sufired her so carelesly disguiz'd 

Be overtaken : soone her garments loose 

Upgath'ring, in her bosome she compriz'd 

Well as she might, and to the goddesse rose ; 

Whiles all her nymphes did like a girlond her enclosoi 



XX. 

Goodly she gan faire Cytherea greet. 
And shortly asked her what cause her brought. 
Into that wildemesse for her unmeet, [fraught : 
From her sweete bowres and beds with pleasmoM 
That suddein chaung she straung adventure thought. 
To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 
That she her dearest sonne Cupido sought 
Who in his frowardnes from her was fled ; 
That she repented sore to have him angered. 
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xxm. 



Thfsreat Diam gm to smle. in 
Of ber Time pl^rnt, and to her aeofing aayd ; 
** Great pittj sore that je be ao forlorae 
Of your gaj aoone, that girea joa ao good ajd 
To joar disports ; HI mote je bene apajd !" 
Bat she was more engriared, and replide : 
" Faire sister, ill bsectMica it to up hc aj rd 
A dolefoll beart with ao diadainfiill pnde ; 
Tbe l&e tbat mine maj be joor paine 



" As yoo in woods and w au t o n wildonesee 
Your glory aeCt to cbace the aalrage ~ 
So m J ddigfat ia all in iojfblnease. 
In beds, in bowies, in bsmekets, and in 
And iU becoaMt yoa, with yonr lofty 
To acome the ioy that lore is glad to 
We both are bownd to follow hearens 
And tend our charges with obeisannee 
Spare, gentle nster» widi leproch mj 



to 



" And teQ me if that ye my sonne hare heard 
To lurke emongst yoor nimphea in aecret wise. 
Or keepe their cabins : mudi I am affeard 
Least he like one of tiiem himsdfe disguise. 
And tome his arrows to their exercise : 
So may he long himselfe fall easie hide ; 
For he is fidre, and fresh in &ce and goize 
As any nimphe ; let not it be envide.** 
So sajring erery nimph foil naimwlj shee eide. 

XXIV, 

Bat Phoebe therewith sore was angered, P><7> 

And sharply aside -, ** Goe dame ; goe, aeeke your 

Where you him lately lefte, in Mars his bed : 

He comes not here ; we scome his foolish ioy, 

Ne lend we leisure to his idle toy : 

But, if I catch him in this company. 

By Stygian lake I vow, whose nd annoy 

The ^ods doe dread, he dearly shall abye : 

lie dip his wanton wings that he no more shall flye*' 



M 



XXV. 

Whom whenas Venus saw so sore displeasd, 
Shee inly sory was, and ean relent 
W'hat shee had said : so her shee soone appeasd 
With sugred words and gentle blandishment. 
Which as a fountaine from her sweete lips went 
And welled ffoodly forth, that in short space 
She was well pleasd, and forth her damasells sent 
Through all the woods, to search from pUice to place 
If any tract of him or tidings they mote trace. 

XXVI. 

To search the god of love her nimphes she sent 
Throughout the wandering forest every where : 
And after them herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the fugitive both farre and nere. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Faire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere ; 
Who in her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say) 
Unwares had borne two babes as fiure as springing 
day. 



Unwares she tnem ccmeeivd, onwares she bore : 
Sie bote withoaten peine, that she conceiv'd 
Widwaten pleasure ; ne ha> need implore 
Lncinaea aide : which wh«i they both perceiv'd, 
Tber were throogh wonder nigh of sence berev'd. 
And gazing each oa other nought bespake : 
At lK(t tibey both agreed her seeming griev'd 
Oat of herheavie swowne not to awake, 
B«i froaa her loving side the tender babes to take. 

xxvin. 

Up thej them tooke, each one a babe uptooke. 
And with them earned to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a nymphe her babe betooke 
To be apbrooght in permct maydenhed. 
And, of hersdie, her name Belphoebe red : 
But Venas hers thenoe frr away convayd. 
To be npbrought in goodly womanhed ; 
And, in her little Loves stead which was strayd. 
Her Amoretta eald, to comfort her dismayd. 



She brou^t her to her ioyous paradize [dwell, 

Wher most ahe wonnes, when she on earth does 

So fidre a place as nature can devize : 

Wether in Pi^hos, or C3rtheron hill. 

Or it in Gnidas bee, I wote not well ; 

But well I woto by triall, that this same 

AU Qthsr nieaaaimt places doth escell. 

And oaDed im, by her lost lovers name, 

Hie gndSoa of Adonia^ frr renowmd by fiune. 



XXX. 

In that same gardin all the goodly flowres. 
Wherewith dune Nature doth her beautify 
And decks the girionds of her paramoures. 
Are fetcht : these ia the first seminary 
Of all things that are home to live and dye. 
According to their kynds. Long works it were 
Here to account the endlease progeny 
Of dl the weeds that bud and blossome there , 
But so much as doth need must needs be counted 
here. 



It sited was in fruitful! soyle of old. 

And girt in with two walls on either side ; 

The one of yron, the other of bright gold. 

That none might thorough breake, nor overstride : 

And double gates it had which opened wide, 

By which both in and out men moten pas ; 

Th' one faire and fiesh, the other old and dride : 

Old Genius the porter of them was. 

Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 



xxxn. 



He letteth in, he letteth out to wend 
All that to come into the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attire : 
Such as him list, such as etemall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with sinfull mire. 
And sendeth forth to live in mortall state. 
Till they agayn retume backe by the hinder gate. 
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zxxin. 

Aft-er that they againe retoumed beene. 

They in that gardin planted bee aga3nie, 

And grow afresh, as they had nerer seene 

Fleshly corruption nor mortall payne : 

Some thousand yeares so doen they there rema3nie. 

And then of him are clad with other hew. 

Or sent into the chaungefiill world agayne. 

Till thether they retoume where first they grew : 

So, like a wheele, arownd they ronne firom old to new. 

zzxiv. 

Ne needs there gardiner to sett or sow. 
To plant or prune; for of their owne accord 
All things, as they created were, doe grow. 
And yet remember well the mighty word 
Which first was spoken by th' Almighty Lord, 
That bad them to increase and muUiply : 
Ne doe they need, with water of the ford 
Or of the clouds, to moysten their roots dry ; 
For in themselves etenudl moisture they imply. 

zxzv. 

Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred. 

And uncouth formes, which none yet ever knew : 

And every sort is in a sondry bed 

Sett by itselfe, and ranckt ki comely rew : 

Some fitt for reasonable sowles t'indew ; 

Some made for beasts, some made for birds to weare ; 

And all the fruitfull spawne of fishes hew 

In endlesse rancks along enraunged were, ' 

That seemd the ocean could not containe them there. 

XXXVI. 

Daily they gprow, and daily forth are sent 

Into the world, it to replenish more ; 

Yet is the stocke not lessened nor spent. 

But still remaines in everlasting store 

As it at first created was of yore : 

For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, 

In hatefull darknes and in deep horr6re. 

An huge etemaU chaos, which supplyes, 

llie substaunces of natures fruitfuU progenyes. 

xxxvn. 

AU things from thence doe their first being fetch^ 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas forme and feature it does ketch. 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade 
The state of life out of the griesly shade. 
That substaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 
Ne, when the life decayes and forme does fade. 
Doth it consume and into nothing goe. 
But chaunged is and often tdtred to and firoe. 

zxxvin. 

Ihe substaunce is not chaungd nor altered. 

But th' only foime and outward fashion ; 

For every substaunce is conditioned 

To chaunge her hew, and sondry formes to don. 

Meet for her temper and complexion : 

For formes are variable, and aecay 

By course of kinde and by occasion ; 

And that faire flowre of beautie fades away. 

As doth the lilly fi'esh before the sunny ray. 



XXXIX. 

Great enimy to it, and to all the rest 

That in the gardin of Adonis springs. 

Is wicked Time ; who with his scyth addrest 

Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things. 

And all their glory to the ground downe flings. 

Where they do wither and are fowly mard : 

He flyes about, and with his flaggy wings 

Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard^ 

Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 

XL. 

Yet pitty often did the gods relent. 

To see so faire thinges mard and spoiled quight : 

And their great mouer Venus did lament 

The losse of her deare brood, her deare delight : 

Her hart was pierst with pit^ at the sight. 

When wBlking through the gardin them she spyde. 

Yet no'te she find redresse for such despight : 

For all that lives is subiect to that law : 

All tbings decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 

I xu. 

i But were it not that Time their troubler is. 
All that in this delightfull gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here aU plenty and all pleasure flowes ; 
And sweete Love gentle fitts emongst them throwes 
Without fell rancor or fond gealosy : 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes ; 
Each bird his mate ; ne any does envy 
Their goodly meriment ana gay felicity. 

I 

XLII. 

There is continuall spring, and harvest there 
ContinuaU, both meeting at one tyme : 
For both the boughes doe laughing blossoms beare. 
And with firesh colours decke the wanton piyme. 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they cljrme. 
Which seeme to labour under their fruites lode : 
The whiles tiie ioyous birdes make their pastjrme 
Emongst the shady leaves, their sweet abode. 
And their trew loves without auspition tell abrode. 

ZUII. 

Bight in the middest of that Paradise 
There stood a stately mount, on whose round top 
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise. 
Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop. 
Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop. 
But like a girlond compassed the hight. 
And from Uieir fruitfull sydes sweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight. 
Threw forth most dainty odours and most sweet 
delight. 

xuv. 

And in the thickest covert of that shade • 

There was a pleasant arber, not by art 

But of the trees owne inclination made. 

Which knitting their rancke braunches part to part. 

With wanton yvie-twine entrayld athwart, 

And eglantine and caprifole emong, 

Fashiond above within their inmost part, 

ThatnetherPhoebus beams could through them throng 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could work* them «ny wrong 
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XL7. 

And all about grew erery sorte of iowre. 

To which sad bren were transformde of yore ; 

Fresh Hjacinthus, Phoebus paramoure 

And dearest lore ; 

Foolish Narcisse, that likes the watry shore ; 

Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but late. 

Sad Amaranthos, in whose purple gore 

Me seemes I see Amintas wretched fate. 

To whom sweet poets Terse hath giyen endless date. 

XLTI. 

There wont fayre Venus often to enioy 

Her deare Adonis ioyous company. 

And reap sweet pleasure of the wanton boy : 

There yet, some say, in secret he does ly. 

Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery, 

By her hid from the world, and nom the sldll 

Of Stygian gods, which doe her love envy : 

But she herselfe, whenever that she will, 

Possesseth him, and of his sweeCnesse takes her fill: 

xLvn. 

And sooth, it seemes, they say ; for he may not 

For ever dye, and ever buried bee 

In baleful! night where all thinges are forgot ; 

All be he subiect to mortalitie. 

Yet is eteme in mutabilitie. 

And by succession made perpetuall. 

Transformed oft, and chaunged diverslie : 

For him the father of all formes they call ; 

Therfore needs mote he live, that living gives to all. 

xLvni. 

There now he liveth in eternal blis, 
loying his goddesse, and of her enioyd ; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his. 
Which with his cruell tuske him deadly cloyd : 
For that wild bore, the which him once annoyd. 
She firmely hath emprisoned for ay, 
(That her sweet love his malice mote avoyd,) 
in a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 
Hewen underneath that mount, that none him losen 
may. 

XLIX. 

There now he lives in everlasting ioy. 

With many of the gods in company 

Which thether hannt, and with the winged boy, 

Sportine himselfe in safe felicity : 

Who when he hath with spoiles and cruelty 

Ransackt the world, and in the wofiiU harts 

Of many wretches set his triumphes hye, 

Thether resortes, and, la3ring his sad d^es 

Asyde, with faire Adonis playes his wanton partes. 



And his trew love faire Psyche with him playes, 
Favre Pysche to him lately reconcyld, 
Aner long troubles and unmeet upbrayes. 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in stedfaat love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a cbyld. 
Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggrate, 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and Pysche la'e. 



u. 



Hether great Venus brought this infant £iyre 

The younger daughter of Chrysogonee, 

And unto Psyche with great trust and care 

Committed her, yfostered to bee 

And trained up m trew feminitee : 

Who no lease carefully her tendered 

Then her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom sbee 

Made her companion, and her lessoned 

In all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 



ui. 

In which when she to perfect ripeness grew, 
Of grace and beautie noble paragone. 
She brought her forth into the worldes vew. 
To be th' ensample of true love alone. 
And lodestarre of all chaste affectione 
To all fityre ladies that doe live on grownd, 
To Faery court she came ; where many one 
Admyrd her goodly haveour, and fownd 
His feeble hot wide launched with loves crut-. 
wownd. 

ini. 

But she to none of ^em her love did cast. 

Save to ^e noble knight Sir Scudamore, 

To whom her loving hart she linked fast 

In faiihfull love, t* abide for evermore ; 

And for his dearest sake endured sore, 

Sore trouble of an hainous enimy, 

Who her would forced have to have forlore 

Her former love and stedfast loialty : 

As ye may elsewhere reade that ruefull history. 

uv. 

But well I weene ye first desire to leame 
What end unto that fearefiill damozell. 
Which fledd so fast from that same foster steamc 
Whom with his bretiiren Timias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare, 
Her lover deare, her dearest Marinell, 
Itfto misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And from Prince Arthure fled with wings of idU' 
feare. 
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CANTO VII. 

The witches sonne loyes Florimell * 
She flyes ; he faines to dy. 

Satyrane saves the Squ3nre of Dames 
from gjraimts tynmny. 



Like as an hynd forth singled from the heard* 
That hath escaped from a ravenous beast, 
Yet flyes away of her owne feete afeard ; 
And every leafe, that shaketh with the least 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreast : 
80 fledd fajre Florimell from her yaine feare. 
Long after she from perill was releast : 
Each shade she saw, and each noyse she did heare. 
Did seeme to be the same which she escapt whileare* 



ix. 

All that same evening she in flying spent. 
And all that night her course contmewed : 
Ne did she let dull sleepe once to relent 
Nor wearinesse to slack her hast, bat fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrest : 
And her white palfrey, having conquered 
The maistring raines out of her weary wrest, 
Perforce her carried where ever he thought best. 



xu. 

So long as breath and hable puissaunce 

Did native coraf e unto him supply. 

His pace he freshly forward did advaunce, 

And carried her beyond all ieopardy ; 

But nought that wanteth rest can long aby : 

He, having through incessant traveill spent 

His force, at last perforce adowne did ly, 

Ne foot could further move : the lady gent 

Thereat was suddein strook with great astonishment ; 



IV, 

And, forst t'alight, on foot mote algates fare 

A traveiler unwonted to such way ; 

Need teacheth her this lesson hard and rare, 

That Fortune all in eqvall launce doth sway, 

And mortaU mUeries doth make her play. 

So long she traveild, till at length she came 

To an hilles side, which did to her bewray 

A litle valley subiect to the same, 

All coverd with thick woodes that quite it overcame. 



Through th' tops of the high trees she did descry 

A litle smoke, whose vapour thin and light 

Reeking aloft uprolled to the sky : 

Which chearefiill signe did send unto her sight 

That in the same did wonne some living wight. 

Eftsoones her steps she thereunto applyd, 

And came at last in weary wretched plight 

Unto the place, to which her hope did guyde 

To finde some refuge there, and rest her wearie syde. 



VI. 

There in a gloomy hollow glen she found 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes 
And wilfuU want, all carelesse of her needes ; 
So choosing solitarie to abide 
Far from all neighbours, that her divelish deedes 
And hellish arts from people she might hide. 
And hurt fisir o£f unknowne whomever she envide. 



vn. 

The damzell there arriving entred in ; 
Where sitting on the flore the hag she found 
Busie (as seem'd) about some wicked gin : 
Who, soone as she beheld that suddein stound. 
Lightly upstarted from the dustie ground. 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one astound, 
Ne had one word to speake for great amaze ; 
But shewd by outward signes that dread her seace 
did daze. 

vra. 

At last, turning her feare to foolish wrath, 
She askt. What devill had her thether brought. 
And who she was, and what unwonted path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unsought ? 
To which the damzell full of doubtfoll thought 
Her mildly answer'd ; " Beldame, be not wroth 
With silly vii^in, by adventure brought 
Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth. 
That crave but rowme to rest while tempest over- 
bloU." 

iz. 

With that adowne out of her christall e3niie 

Few trickling teares she sofUy forth let fall. 

That like two orient perles did purely shyne 

Upon her snowy cheeke ; and therewithal! 

She sighed soft, that none so bestiall 

Nor sdvage hart but ruth of her sad plight 

Would make to melt, or pitteously appall ; 

And that vile hag, all were her whole delight 

In mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 



And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse, 

Widi womanish compassion of her plaint. 

Wiping the teares from her sufiiisea eyes. 

And bidding her sit downe to rest her faint 

And wearie limbes awhile : she nothing quaint 

Nor 'sdeignfiill of so homely fashion, 

Sith brought she was now to so hard constraint. 

Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 

As glad of that small rest, as bird of tempest gon« 
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XX. 



The gan sbe gather up ber garments rent, 
And ner loose lockes to dight in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
"Whom such whenas the wicked hag did rew, 
She was astonisht at her hearenly new, 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight. 
But or some goddesse, or of Dianes crew. 
And thought ner to adore with humble spright : 
T adore thizig so divine as beauty were but right. 

xn. 

This wicked woman had a wicked sonne. 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laesy loord, for nothing g^ood to donne. 
But stretched forth in ydlenesse alwayes, 
Ne ever cast his mind to coret prayse. 
Or ply himselfe to any honett-trade ; 
But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He us'd to slug, or sleqpe in slothfoll shade : 
Such laesienesse both lewd and poore attonce him 
made. 

xm. 

He, comming home at undertime, there found 

The fayrest creature that he ever saw 

Sitting beside his mother on the ground ; 

The sight whereof did greatly him adaw, 

And his base thought with terrour and with aw 

So inly smot, that as one, which hath gaz'd 

On the bright sunne uuwares, doth soone withdraw 

His feeble eyne with too much brightnes daz'd ; 

So stared he on hex, and stood long while amaz'd. 

xir. 

Softly at last he gan his mother aske. 

What mister wight that was, and whence deriv'd, 

That in so straunge disguizement there did maske, 

And by what accident she there arriv'd ? 

But she, as one nigh of her wits deprived. 

With nought but niastly lookes him answered ; 

Like to a ghost, that lately is revived 

From Stygian shores where late it wandered : 

So both at her, and each at other wondered. 



xr. 

But the fayre virgin was so meeke and myld, 

That she to them vouchsafed to embace 

Her goodly port, and to their senses vyld 

Her gentle speach applyde, that in short space 

She grew familiare in tnat desert place. 

During which time the chorle, through her so kind 

And courteise use, conceiv'd affection bace. 

And cast to love her in his brutish mind ; 

No love, but brutish lust, that was so beastly tind. 

XVI. 

Closely the wicked flame his bowels brent. 

And sDortly grew into outrageous fire ; 

Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment. 

As unto her to utter his desire ; 

His cajTtive thought durst not so high aspire . 

But with soft sighes and lovely semblaunces 

He ween'd that his affection entire 

She should aread ; many resemblaunces 

Vo her he made, and many Idnde remembraunces. 



xvn. 



Oft from the forrest wildings he did bring. 
Whose sides empurpled were with smyling red ; 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to sing 
His maistresse praises sweetly caroled : 
Girlonds of flowres sometimes for her faire bed 
He fine would dight ; sometimes the squirrel wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her dirall, his fellow-servant vild : 
All which she of him tooke vrith countenance meeke 
and mild. 

xvm. 

But, post a while, when she fit season saw 

To leave that desert mansion, she cast 

In secret wize herselfe thence to withdraw. 

For feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast 

Might by the witch or by her sonne compast ; 

Her wearie palfr^, closely as she might. 

Now well recovered after long repast. 

In his proud furnitures she freshly dight, 

His late miawandied wayes now to remeasure right. 

XIX. 

And earely, ere the dawning day appear'd. 

She forth issewed, and on her ioumey went ; 

She went in perill, of each noyse affeard 

And of each shade that did itselfe present ; 

For atfll she feared to be overhent 

Of that vile hag, or her uncivile sonne ; 

Who when, too Isbb awaking, well they kent 

That their fiiyre guest was gone, they bothbegonne 

To make cntcoodingmcmn aa they had beeneundonne. 

XX. 

But that lewd lover did the most lamisnt 
For her deport, that ever man did heare ; 
He knockt his brest with desperate intent. 
And scratcht his face, andwim his teeth did teare 
His rugged flesh, and rent his ragged heare : 
That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 
Was greatly woe-begon, and gan to feare 
Least his firaile senses were emperisht quight. 
And love to frenzy tumd ; sith love is franticke hight 

XXX. 

All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight, 

With berbs,with chfffms,with coun8el,and with teso-es; 

But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell might 

Asswage the fury which his entrails teares : 

So strong is passion that no reason heares ! 

Tho, when aU other helpes she saw to fiule. 

She tumd herselfe backe to her wicked leares ; 

And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 

To bring her backe againe, or worke her final bale. 

xxn. 

Eftsoones out of her hidden cave she cald 

An hideous beast of horrible aspect. 

That could the stoutest corage have appald ; . 

Monstrous, mishapt, and all his backe was spect 

With thousand spots of colours quemt elect ; 

Thereto so swifte that it all beasts did pas : 

Like never yet did living eie detect ; 

But likest it to an hyena was 

Thitt feeds on wemens flesh, as others feede on gras. 
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It forth she cald, and gave it streight in charge 
Through thicke and thin her to ponrsew apace, 
Ne once to stay to rest, or hreath at large, 
Till her he bad attaind and brought in place, 
Or quite derourd her beauties scomefull grace. 
The monster, swifte as word that from her went, 
Went forth in haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swifUy, through his perfect sent 
And passing speede, that Portly he her overhent. 



XXIX. 



XXIV. 



^Vhom when the fearefull damzell nigh espide. 

No need to bid her fast away to flie ; 

That ugly shape so sore her terrifide. 

That it she shund no lesse then dread to die ; 

And her flitt palfrey did so well apply 

His nimble feet to her conceived feare. 

That wfailest his breath did strength to him supply. 

From perill free he her away did beare ; 

But, when his force gan faile, his pace gan wex areare. 



XXV. 

Which w&enas she perceiv'd, she was dismayd 

At that same last extremity ful sore. 

And of her safety greatly grew afrayd : 

And now she gan approch to the sea shore. 

As it befell, that she could flie no more. 

But yield herselfe to spoile of greedinesse : 

Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore. 

From her dull horse, in desperate distresse, 

And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sickemesse. . 

XXVI. 

Not halfe so fast the wicked Myrrha fled 
From dread of her revenging fathers bond ; 
Nor halfe so fiist to save her maydenhed 
Fled fearefull Daphne on th' J£g»an strond ; 
As Florimell fled from that monster yond. 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught : 
For in the sea to drowne herselfe she fond, 
Ratlier then of the ^nrant to be caught : 
Thereto fear gave her wings, and need her corage 
taught. 

xxvu. 

It fortuned (High God did so ordaine) 

As shee arrived on the roripg shore. 

In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 

A little bote lay hoving her before. 

In which there slept a fisher old and pore. 

The whiles his nets were dn^ing on the sand : 

Into the same shee lept, and with the ore 

Did thrust the shallop from the flotmg strand : 

So safety fownd at sea, which she fownd not at land. 

xxviu. 

The monster, ready on the pray to sease. 
Was of his forward hope deceived quight , 
Ne durst assay to wade the perlous seas. 
But, greedily long gaping at the sight. 
At last in vaine was forst to turn his flight. 
And tell the idle tidings to his dame : 
Yet, to avenge his divelish despight. 
He set upon her palfrey tired lame. 
And slew him cruelly ere any reskew came : 



And, after having him embowelled 

To fill his'hellish goi^e, it chaunst a knight 

To passe that way, as forth he travailed : 

Yt was a goodly swaine, and of great might. 

As ever man that bloody field did fight ; 

But in vain sheows, that wont yon^ knights bewitch. 

And courtly services, tooke no delight ; 

But rather ioyd to bee than seemen sich : 

For both to l>e and seeme to him was labor lich. 



XXX. 



It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane 
That raung^ abrode to seek adventures wilde. 
As was his wont, in forest and in plaine : 
He was all armd in rugged Steele unfilde. 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde. 
And in his scutchin bore a satyres bedd : 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke- white palfreyes carcas fedd. 
Unto his reskew ran, and greedily him spedd 



XXXI. 

There well perceivd he that it was the borse 

V/hereon faire Florimell was wont to ride. 

That of that feend was rent without remorse : 

Much feared he least ought did ill betide 

To that faire maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 

For her he dearely loved, and in all 

His famous conouests highly magnifide : 

Besides, her golaen girdle, which did fall 

From her in fi^ght, he fownd, that did him sore apalL 

XXXII. 

Full of sad feare and doubtfull agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wickra feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell battery 
Him forst to leave his pray, for to attend 
Himselfe from deadly daunger to defend: 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave, and muchell blood did spend. 
Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more fresh 
And fierce he still appeared, the more he did him 
thresh* 

XXXIlI. 

He wist not how him to despoile of life, 

Ne how to win the wished victory, 

Sith him he saw still stronger grow through strife. 

And himself weaker through infirmi^ : 

Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiously 

Hurling his sword away he lightly lept 

Upon the beast, that with great cruelty 

Rored and raged to be underkept ; 

Yet he perforce him held, and strokes upon him hept. 

XXXIV. 

As he that strives to stoy a suddein flood. 
And in strong bancks his violence restraine, 
Forceth it swell above his wonted mood. 
And largely overflow the fruitfiill plaine. 
That all the countrey seemes to be a maine 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne* 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine 
To see his whole yeares labor lost so soone. 
For which to God he made so many an idle bootie. 
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He leAt his capCrrw 
And crost the 
Her to 
But she the 
Bat fu i mard g^lopc 
His B^htT sp e ai e he 
Andat^her 
HcfseUe to fight 



Like as a goshanke, diat in foots dodi hcare 
A trembling colrer, haring spide on hight 
An eagle that with pfanaj wings doth shcaio 
The snhtile ajre atoi^ing with all his might, 

pe qnarrey throwiss to groond with Mdemirfit. 
And to the hattein doth heradfe prepare :^^ 
So rmthe geaontesae onto the fight ; 

A ^ ^ S^ T?* *™»^ *P«'^ did stare. 

And with bbsph^mons hannes High God in peeees 

XL. 

She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
U herewith she many had of life deprived ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his aymed place, 
His speare amids her snn-brode shield arriy'd ; 
Yet natlieinore the Steele asonder rir*d. 
All were the beame in bi^ej like a mast, 
We her out of the stedfaot sadle driy'd ; 

•ncing on the tempred metall, brast 
d sbirers, and so forth beside her past. 
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Bt Ab Ae good Sir Sm Ium m ptt wake 
OWt of h» di««M» tkrtt d^ him long entraunce. 
And. seeing nooe in phre, he gan to make 
Excccdinr mom^ wd cust dMt cmeU chaunce 
WhkhiS fioa him so &iie a cherisaunce : 
At kttgth he qpMrde wImsm diat wofiiU squjro 
Whom he kad nskowed firam captivaunce 
Of his strong fiM» k? tamhkd in the myre, 
Unabk to anse, or ^ool or hand to stjre. 



XLVI. 

To whom approching, well he mote perceive 
I In that fowle plight a comely personage 
And lorely face, made fit for to deceive 
Frafle ladies hart with lores consuming rage. 
Now in the Uossome of his fireshest age : 
He reard him up and looad his yron bands. 
And af^er gan inquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that gyaunts hands. 
And who that was which disced her along the laiu- 
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xx,vii. 

Then trembling yet through fearethe squire hespake; 
" That eeauntease Argante is hehight, 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre against heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To scale the skyes and put love from bis right: 
Her syre Typhoeus was ; who, mad through merth, 
And dlronke with blood of men slaine by his might. 
Through incest her of his owne mother Earth 
Whylcmie begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 

XLvin. 

" For at that berth another babe she bore ; 

To weet, the mightie OUyphant, that wrought 

Great wreake to many errant knights of yore. 

And many hath to foule confusion brought. 

These twinnes, men 8ay,(a thing far passing thought,) 

Whiles in their mothers wombe enclosd Uiey were. 

Ere they into the lightsom world were brought. 

In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere, 

And in that monstrous wise did to the world appere. 



zux. 



« 



So liv'd they erer after in like sin. 
Gainst natures law and good behaveoure : 
But greatest shame was to that maiden twin ; 
Who, not content so fowly to deroure 
Her native flesh and staine her brothers bowre. 
Did wallow in all other fleshly mvre, 
And sufired beastes her body to deflowre ; 
So whot she burned in that lustfull fyre : 
Yet all that might not slake her sensuall des3rre : 



" But over all the countrie she did raunge,. - 

To seeke young men to quench her flaming thrust. 

And feed ner fancy with delightfiill chaunge : 

Whom so she fittest findes to serve her lust, [trust, 

Through her maine strength, in which she most doth 

She with her bringes into a secret ile, 

Where in etemall bondage dye he must. 

Or be the vassall of her pleasures vile. 

And in all shameful! sort himselfe with her defile. . 



" Me seely wretch she so at vauntage caught. 
After she long in waite for me did lye, 
And meant unto her prison to have brought. 
Her lothsom pleasure there to satisfye ; 
That thousand deathes me lever were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to fiedre Columbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe stedfastly : 
As for my name, it mistreth not to tell ; 
Call me the Squyre of Dames : that me beseemeth 
well. 

xui. 

« 

'' But that bold knight, whom ye pursuing saw 

That geauntesse, is not such as she seemd. 

But a faire virgin that in martiall law 

And deedes of armes above all dames is deemd. 

And above many knightes is eke esteemd 

For her great worth ; she PaUadine is hight : 

She you from death, you me from dread, redeemd : 

Ne any may that monster match in fight,. 

But she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight." 



1411. 

" Her well bese^nes that quest," quoth Satyrane : * 
"But read, thou Squyre of Dames,what vow is tliia; 
Which thou upon Uiyselfe has lately ta*ne 1" 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " ywis. 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle lady whom I love and serve. 
After long suit and wearie servicis. 
Did aske me how I could her love deserve. 
And how she might be sure that I would never 
swerve. 

LIV. 

" I, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine, 
Badd her commaund my life to save or spill : 
Eflsoones she badd me with incessaunt paine 
To wander through the world abroad at will. 
And every where, where with my power or skill 
I might doe service unto gentle dames. 
That I the same should faithfully fulfill ; [names 
And at the twelve monethes end should bring their 
Aod pledges, as the spoiles of my victorious games. 



LV. 

" So well I to faire ladies service did. 

And found such favour in their loving hartes. 

That, ere the yeare his course had compassid, 

Three hundred pledges for my good desartes. 

And thrice three hundred thanks for my good partes, 

I with me brought and did to her present : 

Which when she saw, more bent to eke my smartes 

Then to reward my trusty true intent. 

She gan for me devise a grievous pimishment ; , 



1.YI. 

** To weet, that I my traveill should resumej 

And with like labour walke the world arownd, 

Ne ever to her presence should presume. 

Till I so many other dames had lownd. 

The which, for all the suit I could propownd. 

Would me refuse their pledges to afiford. 

But did abide for ever chaste and sownd." 

" Ah 1 gentle squyre," quotn he, " tell at one word, 

How many fownd st tiiou such to put in thy record V' 



"Indeed, Sir Knight," said he, " one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd so wisely stayd. 
For onely three they were disposd so well ; 
And yet three yeares I now abrode have strayd. 
To find them out." " Mote I," then laughing sayd 
The knight, " inquire of thee what were those three 
The which thy pro£fred curtesie denayd? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd to bee. 
Or brutishly brought up, that nev'r did fashions seeJ 

LVIII. 

" The first which then refused me," said hee, 
" Certes was but a common courtisane ; 
Yet flat refusd to have adoe with mee, 
Because I could not give her many a jane." 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
" The second was an holy nunne to chose,. 
Which would not let me be her chappellane, 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 
Her counsell, if she should her (rust in me rei^osA^ 
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LTX. 



«< The third a damzell was of low deg^ree. 
Whom I in cormtrej cotti^ fownd by chaunce : 
FuU litle weened 1 that chastitee 
Had lodging in so meane a maintenaunce ; 
Yet was she fayre, and in her countenaunce 
Dwelt simple truth in seemely fashion : 
Long thos I woo*d her with due 6bsenraunce» 
In hope unto my pleasure to haye won ; 
But was as fiff at last, as when I first begon« 



LX. 



" Safe her, I never any woman found 
That chastity did for itselfe embrace, 

IBut were for other causes firme and sound ; 
Either for want of handsome time and place. 
Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus am I hopelesse eyer to aitaine 
My ladies love, in such a desperate case. 
But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine. 
Seeking to match the chaste with th* unchaste ladiee 
traine." 



" Perdy," sayd Satyiane, ** thou Squyre of Dames, 

Great labour fondly hast thou hent in hand. 

To get small thankes, and therewith many blames ; 

That may emongat Alcides labours stand." 

Thence backe returning to the former land. 

Where late he left the oeast he overcame. 

He found liim not ; for he had broke his band. 

And was retumd againe unto his dame. 

To ten what tjdings ofiajre FknimeU became. 



CANTO vra. 

The yritch creates a snowy la- 
dy like to Florimdl ; 

Who wrong'd by Carle, by Proteus sav'd 
Is sought by ParidelL 



I. 



So oft as I this history record. 
My hart doth melt with meere compassion. 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
This gentle damzell, whom I write upon. 
Should plonfi^ be in such affliction 
Without all nope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That sure I weene the hardest hart of stone 
Would hardly finde to aggravate her griefe : 
For misery crayes rather mercy then jrepriefe. 

n. 

But that accursed hag, her hostesse late, 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart. 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate. 
Or long enlargement of her paineftdl smart. 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late foorth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tyde with her golden gurdle ; it a part 
Of her rich spoyles whom he had earst destroyd 
She weend, and wondrous gladnes to her hart 
applyde : 

m. 

And, with it ronning hast'ly to her sonne, 
Thought with that sight hun much to have reliv'd ; 
Who, thereby deeming sure the thing as donne. 
His former griefe wi^ furie fresh revived 
Much more than earst, and would have algates riv'd 
The hart out of his brest : for sith her dedd 
He surely dempt, himselfe he thought deprived 
Quite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 
HJM fbohah malady, and long time £ui misledd. 



IV. 



With thought whereof exceeding mad he grew. 
And in his rage his mother would have skone. 
Had she not fled into a secret mew. 
Where she was wont her sprightes to entertaine. 
The maisters of her art : there was she faine 
To call them all in order to her ayde. 
And them conjure, upon etemall paine. 
To counsell her so carefully dismayd 
How she might heale her sonne whose senses wem 
decayd, 

v. 

By their advice, and her owne wicked wit. 
She there deviz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whose like on earth was never framed yit ; 
That even Nature selfe envide the eame. 
And gmdg'd to see the counterfet should shame 
The udng itselfe : In hand she boldly tooke 
To make another like the former dame. 
Another Florimell, in shape and looke 
So lively, and so like, that many it mistooke, 

VI. 

llie substance, whereof she the body made. 
Was purest snow in massy mould congeald. 
Which she had gathered m a shady gl»le 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant sprights, but from all men conceald : 
The same sne tempred with fine mercury 
And virgin wex that never yet was sealoL 
And mingled them with per£9ct vermily ; 
That like a lively sanguine it seemd to the eye. 
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znc. 

The knight, him seeing flie, had no regard 
flim to ponrsew, hut to the lady rode ; 
And, having her from Trompart lightly reanl. 
Upon his coarser sett the lovly lode, 
And with her fled awav without ahode : 
Well weened he, that rairest Florimell 
It was with whom in company he yode, 
And so herselfe did alwaies to him tell ; 
So made him thinke himselfe in heren that was in 
helL 

But Florimell herselfe was far away, 
Driven to great distresse hy fortune straunge. 
And taught the carefull mariner to play, 
Sith late mischaunce had her compeld to chaung^ 
The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yett there that cruell queene ayengenesse. 
Not satisfyde so far her to estraunge 
From courtly hlis and wonted happinesse. 
Did heape on her new wares ot weary wretched- 
nesse. 

XXI. 

For, heing fled into the fishers hole 
For refuge from the monsters cruelty. 
Long so. she on the mighty maine did flote, 
And with the tide drore forward carelesly ; 
For th' a3rre was milde and cleared was tne skie. 
And all his windes dan Aeolus did keeps 
From stirring up their stormy enmity. 
As pittying to see her waile and weepe ; 
But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 

XXII. 

At last when droncke with' drowsinesse he woke. 
And saw his drOrer drive along the streame, 
He was dismayd ; and thrise his hrest he stroke. 
For marveill of that accident extreame : 
But when he saw that blazing beauties beame. 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye. 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dfeame 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye, 
Assotted had his s^ioe, or dazed was his ejre. 

xxni. 

But, when her well aviziug hee perceiy'd 
To be no-rision nor fantasticke sight. 
Great comfort of her presence he conceiv'd. 
And felt in his old corage new delight 
To gin awake, and stir his frosen spright : 
Tho rudely askte her. how she thether came ? 
" Ah !" sayd she, " father, I note read aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same ; 
Yet am I glad that here I now in safety ame, 

XXIV. 

'' But thou, good man, sith far in sea we bee, 
And the great waters gin apace to swell. 
That now no more we can the mayn-land see, 
Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well. 
Least worse on sea then us on land befell." 
Thereat th' old man did nought but fondly grin. 
And saide, his boat the way could wisely tell : 
But his deceiptfull eyes did never lin 
To looke 00 her fairp face and marke her snowy 



XXV. 

The sight whereof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sting of greedy lust. 
That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh. 
And kindled heat, that soone in flame forth brust : 
The driest wood is soonest burnt to dust. 
Rudely to her he lept, and bis rough hand, 
Where ill became him, rashly would have thrust ; 
But she with angry scome him did withstond. 
And shamefully reproved for his rudenes fond. 

XXVL 

But he, that never good nor maners knew. 
Her sharpe rebuke rail litle did esteeme ; 
Hard. is to teach an old horse amble trew : 
The inward smoke, that did before f)ut steeme. 
Broke into, open fire and ra^e extreme ; 
And now he streng^ gan adde unto his will, 
Forc3mg to doe that did him fowle misseeme : 
Beastly he threwe her downe, ne car*d to spill 
Her garments gay with scales of fish, that all did fill 

xxvn. 

The silly virgin strove him to withstand 

All that she might, and him in vaine revild ; 

Shee strugled strongly both with foote and hand 

To save her honor m>m that villaine vilde, 

And cride to heven, from humane help exUd. 

O ! ye brave knights, that boast this ladies love. 

Where be ye now, when she is nigh defild 

Of filthy wretch ! well may she you reprove 

Of faUdiood or of Bloutb, when most it may behore ' 

xxvm. 

But if that thou, Sir Satyrah, didst weete. 
Or thou. Sir Peridure, her sonr state. 
How soone would yee assemble many a fleete. 
To fetch from sea that ye at land lost late ! 
Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 
In your ayengement and despiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate : 
But, if Sir.Cididore could it presage. 
No living" creature could his cruelty assvraget. 

XXIX. 

But, sith that none of all Her knights is nye, 

iSee how the heavens, of voluntary grace 

And soveraine favor towards chastity. 

Doe succor send to her distressed cace : 

So much High God doth innocence embrace ! 

It fortuned, whilest thus she stifly strove. 

And the wide sea importuned long space 

With shrilling shriekes, Pjoteus abrode did rove, 

Along the fomy waves driving his finny drove. 



XXX. 

Proteus is shiepheard of the seas of yore, 
And hath the charge of Neptune's mighty beard ; 
An aged sire with head all frowy bore. 
And sprinckled frost upon his deawy beard : 
Who when those pittinill outcries he heard 
Through all the seas so ruefully resownd. 
His oharett swifte in hast he thether steard. 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 
Was drawne upon the waves, that fomed him 
arownd • 
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XJLXU 

And comming to that fishers wandring bote, 
That went at will withouten card or sayle, 
He therein saw that yrkesome sight, which smote 
Deepe indignation and compassion frayle 
Into his hart attonce : streight did he hayle 
Hie greedy villein from his hoped pray. 
Of which ne now did very little fayle ; 
And with his staffe, that drives his heard astray, 
Uim bett so sore, that life and sence did much 
dumay. 

zzzii. 

The whiles the pitteous lady np did ryse. 
Ruffled and fowly raid with filUiy soyle, 
And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes , 
Hear heart nigh broken was with weary toyle, 
To save herselfe from that outrageous spoyle : 
But when she looked up, to weet what wight 
Had her from so inflbnous fact assoyld, 
For shame, but more for feare of his grim sight, 
Downe in her lap she hid her face, and lowdly 
shright. 

xxxni. 

Herselfe not saved yet from daunger dredd 

She thought, but chaun^'d from one to other feare : 

Like as a fearefuU partndge, that is fledd 

From the sharpe hauke which her attached neare. 

And fals to ground to seeke for succor theare, 

Whereas the hungry spaniells she does spye 

With greedy iawes her ready for to teare :^ 

In such distresse and sad perplexity 

Was Florimell, when Proteus she did see her by, • 

xxznr. 

But he endevored with ^acbes milde 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold. 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himselfe ; and who he was her told : 
Yet all that could not from afiright her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
For her fisdnt hart was with the frosen cold 
Benumbd so inly that her wits nigh fayld, 
And all her sences with abasmuent quite were 
quayld« 

XXXV. 

Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard. 
And with his frory lips full softly kist, 
W^hiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her y very brest : 
Yet he himselfe so busily addrest. 
That her out of astonishment he wrought ; 
And, out of that same fishers filthy nest 
Removing her, into his charet brought. 
And there with many gentle termes her fairie be* 
sought. 

xxxvi. 

But that old leachour, which with bold assault 

That beautie durst presume to violate. 

He cast to punish for his hainous fault : 

Then tooke he him yet trembling sith of late 

And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 

The virgin whom he had abusde so sore ; 

So drag'd him through the waves in scornful state. 

And after cast him up upon the shore ; 

But Florimell with him uato his bowre he bore. 



XXX vn. 

His bowre is in the bottom of the maine. 
Under a mightie rocke gainst which doe rave 
The roring billowes in their proud disdaine, 
1 bat with the angry working of the wave 
Therein is eaten out an hollow cave, 
That seemes rough masons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engrave : 
There was his wonne ; ne living wight was seene 
Save one old nymph, hight Fanope,- to keepe it 
cleane. 

xxxvin. 

Thether he brought the sory Florimell, 
And entertained her the best he might, 
(And Fanope her entertaind eke well,) 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight. 
To winne her liking unto his delight : 
With flattering wordes he sweetly wooed her. 
And o£fered faire guiftes t' allure her sight ; 
But she both offers and the offerer 
Despysde/ and all the fawning of the flatterer. 

XXXIX. 

Dayly he tempted her with this or that. 

And never suffred her to be at rest : 

But evermore she him refused flat. 

And all his fained kindnes did detest ; 

So firmely she had sealed up her brest. 

Sometimes he boasted that a god he hight ; 

But she a mortall creature loved best : 

llien he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 

Butthen she said she lov'd none but a Faery knight. * 



XL. 

Then like a Faerie knight himselfe he drest ; 

For every shape on him he could endew : , 

Then like a king he was to her exprest. 

And offred kingdoms unto her in vew 

To be his leman and his lady trew : 

But, when all this he nothings saw prevaile. 

With harder meanes he cast her to subdew. 

And with sharpe threates her often did a^s^yle i 

So thinking for tomake her stubbome corage quayle. 

xl;. 

To dreadful! shapes he did himselfe transfonne : 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within the waves : thereby he ween(!^ 
Her will to win unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with aU 
He els could doe, he saw himselfe esteemd, 
Powne in a dongeon deepe he let her fall, 
And threatned there to Qiake her his etemaH thrall. 

XLII. 

Etemall thraldome was to her more liefe 
'i hen losse of chastitie, or chaunge of love : 
Dye had she rather in tormenting griefe 
1 hen any should of falsenesse her reprove. 
Or loosenes, that she lightly did remove. 
Most vertuous virgin ! glory be thy meed. 
And crowne of heavenly prayse with saintes above. 
Where most sweet hjrmmes of this thy famous deed 
Are still emongst them song, that far my rymes 
ceed: 
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Fit song of angeU caroled to bee ! 
But yet whatso my feeble Muse can frame, 
Shal be t' advance thy goodly chastitee. 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable dame. 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate. 
And be partakers of thy endlesse fame. 
Yt 3rTkes me leave thee in this wofull state. 
To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late : 



JCUV. 

^Vho having ended with that Squ3rTe of Dames 
A long discourse of his adventures vayne, 
The which himselfe then ladies more defames. 
And finding not th' hyena to be slayne, 
With that same squyre retoumed backe againe 
To his first way : Aiid, as they forward went, 
The^ spyde a loiight i&yre pricking on the pUyne, 
As if he were on some adventure bent. 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 

ZLV. 

Sir Sat3nrane him towardes did addresse. 

To weet what wight he was, and what his quest : 

And, comming nigh, eftsoones he gan to gesse 

Both by the bummg hart which on his brest 

He bare, and by the colours in his crest. 

That Paridell it was : Tho to him yode. 

And, him saluting as beseemed best, 

Gan first inquire of tydings farre abrode ; 

And afterwiurdes on what adventure now he rode. 



XLVl. 

Who thereto answering said ; " The tydinges bad. 

Which now in Faery Court all men doe teU, 

Which turned hath gpreat mirth to mourning sad 

Is the late mine of proud Marinell, 

And suddein parture of faire FlorimeU 

To find him forth : and after her are gone 

All the brave knightes, that doen in armes ezcell. 

To savegard her ywandred all alone ; 

Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one." 

xLvn. 

** Ah ! gentle knight," said then Sir Satyrane, 
" Thy labour all is lost, I greatly dread. 
That hast a thanklesse service on thee ta'ne. 
And offrest sacrifice unto the dead : 
For dead, I surely doubt, thou maist aread 
Henceforth for ever Florimell to bee : 
'J'hat all the noble Knights of Maydenhead, 
Which her ador*d, may sore repent with mee. 
And all faire ladies may for ever soiy bee." 



XLVIII. 



Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 

Gan greatly chaung, and scemd dismaid to bee : 

Then sayd ; " Fayre sir, how may I weene it trew. 

That ye do tell in such uncerteintee ? 

Or speake ye of report, or did ye see 

lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt so sore ? 

For perdie elles how mote it ever bee, 

That ever hand should dare for to engore 

Her noble blood ! The hevens such crueltie abhore. 



ZLIX. 

" These eyes did see that they will ever rew 
T' have seene," quoth he, " whenas a monstrous beast 
The palfrey whereon she did travail slew. 
And of his bowels made his bloody feast : 
Which speaking token sheweth at the least 
Her certein losse, if not her sure decay : 
Besides, that more suspicion encreast, 
I found her golden girdle cast astray, 
Distaynd with durt and blood, as relique of the 
pray." 

L. 

" Ah me !" said Paridell, " the signes be sadd ; 

And, but God tume the same to good sootbsny. 

That ladies safetie is sore to be dradd : 

Yet will I not forsake my forward way, 

Till triall doe more certeine truth bewray." 

" Faire sir," quoth he, ** well may it you succeed ! 

Ne long shall Satjnrane behind you stay ; 

But to the rest, which in this quest proceed, 

My labour adde, and be j[»artaker of their speed." 



LI* 

" Ye noble knights," said then the Squyre of Dames, 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy payne ! 
But sith the sunne now ginnes to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westeme mayne. 
And lose the teme out of his weary wayne. 
Mote not mislike you also to abate 
Your zealous hast, till morrow next againe 
Both light of heven and strength of men relate : 
Which if ye please, to yonder castle tume your 
gate." 

LII. 

That counsell pleased well ; so all yfere 

Forth marched to a castle them before ; 

Where soone arriving they restrained were 

Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 

To errant knights be commune : Wondrous sore 

Thereat displeased they were, till that young squyre 

Gan them informe the cause why that same dore 

Was shut to all which lodging did desyre : 

The which to let you weet will further time requyre. 
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CANTO IX, 

Malbecco will no straung^ Knights boat. 

For peevish gealosy : 
ParideU ffiusts with Britomart : 

Both fi£ew their annoestiy. 



Redoubtsd knights and honorable dames, 

To whom I leyell all my labours end, 

Right sore I feare least with unworthy blames 

This odious argument my rymes should shend. 

Or ought your goodly patience offend. 

Whiles of^a wanton uuly I doe write, 

Which with her loose incontinence doth blend 

The shining glonr of your soyeraine light ; 

And knighthood rowle defaced by a faithlesse knight 



n. 

Ba never let ih* ensample of the bad 

Offend the good : for good, by paragone 

Of erill, may more notably be rad ; 

As white seemes fimvr macht with blacke attone : 

Ne all are shamed oy the fault of one : 

For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodnes is 

Emongst the angels, a whole legione 

Of wicked sprinites did fall frcmi happy blis ; 

What wonder wen if one, of women lui, did mis 1 



m. 

Then h'sten, lordings, if ye list to weet 
The cause why Satyrane and ParideU 
Mote not be enterta3md, as seemed meet, 
Into that castle, as that squyre does telL 
" Therein a cancred crabbed carle does dwell. 
That has no skiU of court nor courtesie. 
Ne cares what men say of him ill or well : 
For all his dayee he drownes in privitie, 
Yet has full large to live and spend at Ubertie. 



ly. 

" But all his mind is set on mucky pelfe. 

To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse. 

For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himselfe : 

Yet is be lincked to a lovely lasse. 

Whose beauty doth her bounty far surpasse ; 

The which to him both far unequall yeares 

And also &r unlike conditions has ; 

For she does ioj to play emongst her peares. 

And to be free from hard restraynt and gealous feares. 



" But he is old, and withered like hay, 

Unfit faire ladies service to supply ; 

The privie guilt whereof makes him alway. 

Suspect her truth, and keepe continuall spy 

Upon her with his other blincked eye 3 

Ne suffreth he resort of living wight 

Approch to her, ne keep her company. 

But in close bowre her mewes from all mens sight. 

Deprived of kindly ioy and naturall delight. 



TU 



it 



Malbecco he, and Hellenore she hight ; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any knight 
Is sufired here to enter, but he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he need misdeeme," 
Thereat Sir Sa^rrane gan smyle, and say ; 
'* Extremely mad the man I surely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to stay 
A womans will which is disposed to go astray 

VII, 

** In vaine he feares that which he cannot shonne : 
For who wotes not, that womans subtiltyes 
Can guylen Argus, when she list misdonne? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes 
Nor brasen walls, nor maxiy wakefufl spyes. 
That can withhold her wilfull-wandring feet ; 
But fast goodwill, with gentle courtesyes. 
And timely service to her pleasures meet. 
May her perhaps contains that else would algates 
neec 

vm. 

" Then is he not more mad," sayd ParideU, 
" That hath himselfe unto such service sold,- 
In dolefuU thraldome all his dayes to dweU ? 
For sure a foole I doe him firmely hold. 
That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devise of others ill, 
Whyles thus we suffer this same dotsurd old 
To keepe us out in scome, of his owns will. 
And rather do not raosack all, and himselfe Idll ]** 



IX. 

" Nay, let us first," sayd Satjnrane, " entreat 
The man by gentle m'eanes, to let us in ; 
And aflerwardes affray with cnieU threat. 
Ere that we to efforce it doe begin : 
Then, if all fieiyle, we will by force it win. 
And eke rewurd the wretch for his mesprise. 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin." 
That counseU pleasd : Then ParideU did rise, 
And to the castle-gate approcht in quiet wise; 



X. 

Whereat soil knocking, entrance he des3rrd. 
The good man selfe, which then the porter playd. 
Him answered, that aU were now retjrrd 
Unto their rest, and aU the keyes convayd 
Unto their maister who in bed was layd. 
That none him durst awake out of his dreme ; 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 
Then ParideU began to chaunge his theme. 
And threatned him with force and punishmeiit 
extreme. 
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XI. 

But all in yaine ; for nought mote bim relent : 

And now so long before the wicket fast 

'J hey wajTted, that the night was forward spent. 

And the faire welkin fowly overcast 

Gan bio wen up a bitter stormy blast, 

^Vitb showre and hayle so horrible and dred, 

lliat this faire many were compeld at last 

To fly for succour to a little shed, 

1 he which beside the gate for swyne was ordered. 



XII. 

It fortuned, soone after they were gone. 
Another knight, whom tempest thether brought. 
Came to that castle, and with earnest mone. 
Like as the rest, late entrance deare besought ; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought ; 
For flatly he of entrance was refiisd : 
Sorely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sore abusd. 
And evermore the carle of courtesie accusd. 



XIII. 

But, to avoyde th' intoUefable stowre, 

1 le was compeld to seeke some refuge neare, 

And to that shed, to shrowd him from the showre, 

He came, which full of guests he found whyleare, 

So as he was not let to enter there : 

Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth, 

Aud swore that he would lodge with them jfere 

Or them dislodg, all were they liefe or loth ; 

And so defyde them each, ana 00 defyde them both. 



xrv. 

Both were fiill loth to leave that needfull tent. 
And both fall loth in darkenesse to debate ; 
Yet both full liefe him lodging to have lent. 
And both full liefe his boasting to abate : 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate 
To heare him threaten so despiighdiilly. 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate 
That durst not barke : and rather had he dy 
1 hen, when he was defyde, in coward comer ly. 

XVI. 

Tho, hastily remounting to his steed. 
He forth issew'd ; like as a boy3trous winde, 
Which in th* earthes hollow caves hath long ben hid 
And shut up fast within her prisons blind. 
Makes the hi;ge elemept, against her kinde, 
1 o move and tremble as it were aghasit, 
Untill that it ap issew forth may nnde ; 
Then forth it breakes, ipid with his furious blast 
Confound^ both land and seas, and skyes doth ovet^ 
cast. 

XVI. 

riieir steej-hed speares they strongly coucht, and 
Together with impetuous rage and forse, [met 

'J bat with the terrour of their fierce affret 
'i hey rudely drove to ground both man and horse. 
That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
Till that young squyre him reared from below ; 
^'hen drew he his bright sword, and ^an about him 
throw. 



XVIL 



But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay, 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded from the fray. 
Against that castles lord they gan conspire. 
To heepe on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To bum the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous carle, their commune foe. 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous foe. 

XVIII. 

Malbecco seeing th^n resolvd in deed 
To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in eamest, ran witli fearfull speed. 
And, to them calling from the castle wall. 
Besought them humbly him to beare withall. 
As ignorant of servants bad abuse • 
And slacke attendaunce unto straungers call. 
The knights were willing all things to excuse, 
Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not 
refuse. 

XIX. 

They beene ybrought into a comely bowre, 
And servd of all things that mote needfull bee ; 
Yet secretly their hoste did on them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then charitee ; 
But they dissembled wlnt they did not see, 
And welcomed themselves. Each gan undight 
llifflr garments wett, aad weary armour free, 
To dry themselves by Vulcanes flaming light. 
And ekethiinr lately bruzed parts to bring in plight. 



zx. 

And eke that straunger knight emongst the rest 
Was for like need enforst to disaray : 
Tho, whenas vailed was her lofty crest, 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 
Upbouuden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught unto her heeles ; like sunny beames. 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded, shewe their golden gleames. 
And through the persant aire shoote forth their azure 
Btreames. 

XXI. 

Shee also dof^ her heavy haberieon. 

Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde ; 

And her well-plighted frock, which she did won 

To tucke about her short when she did ryde, 

Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck syde 

Downe to her foot with carelesse modestee. 

Then of them all she plainly was espyde 

To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee, 

The feirest woman-wight that ever eie did see. 

XXII. 

Like as Bellona (being late returnd 

From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 

Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrilsbunid 

With breathed flames like to a furnace redd, 

Transfixed with her speare downe tombled dedd 

From top of Hemus by him heaped hye ;) 

Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 

And her Gorgonian shield gins to untye 

From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious victorye. 
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Which whenas they beheld, they smitten were 
With great amazement of so wondrous sight ; 
And each on other, and they all on her, 
Stood gazing ; as if suddein great affright 
Had them surprizd : At last avising right 
Hex goodly personage and glorious hew. 
Which they so much mistooke, they tooke delight 
In their first error, and yett still anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew •• 



XXIV. 

Yet n'ote their hongry vew be satisfide. 

But, seeing, still the more desir'd to see. 

And ever nrmely fixed did abide 

In contemplation of divinitee : 

But most tiiey mervaild at her chevalree 

And noble prowesse which they had approv'd. 

That much they faynd to know who she mote bee ; 

Yet none of all them her thereof amov*d ; 

Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov'd. 

XXV. 

And Paridell, though partly discontent 
With his late fall and fowle indignity. 
Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent, 
Through gracious regard of her faire eye, 
And knightly worth which he too late did try, 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight ; 
Then they Malbecco prayd of courtesy, 
ITiat of his lady they might have the sight 
And company at meat, to do them more delight. 

XXVI. 

But he, to shifite their curious request, 

Gan causen why she could not come in place; 

Her erased helth, her late recourse to rest. 

And humid evening ill for sicke folkes cace : 

But none of those excuses could take place ; 

Ne would they eate, till she in presence came : 

Shee came in presence with right comely grace. 

And fairely them saluted, as became. 

And shewd herselfe in all a gentle courteous dame, 

xxvu. 

They sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 

Was her before, and Paridell beside ; 

But he himselfe sate looking still askaunce 

Gainst Britomart, and jever closely eide 

Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 

But his blinde eie, that sided Paridell, 

All his demeasnure from his si^ht did hide : 

On her faire face so did he feede his fill, 

And sent close messages of love to her at will : 

xxvui. 

And ever and anone, when none was ware. 
With speaking lookes, that close embassage bore, 
He rov d at her, and told his secret care ; 
For all that art he learned had of yore : 
Ne was she ignoraunt of that leud lore, 
But in his eye his meaning wisely redd, 
And with the like him aunswerd evermore : 
Shee sent at him one fyrie dart, whose hedd 
Kmpoisned was with privy lust and gealous dredd. 



XXIX. 



He from that deadly throw made no defence, 
but to the wound his weake heart opened wyde : 
The wicked engine through false influence 
Past through his eies, and secretly did glyde 
Into his heart, which it did sorely gryde. 
But nothing new to him was that same paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he so ofte had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lov'd so oft in vaine. 
That thing of course he counted, love to entertaine. 



XXX. 

Thenceforth to her he sought t - intimate 

His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne : 

Now Bacchus fruite out of the silver plate 

He on the table dasht, as overthrowne. 

Or of tlie fruitful! liquor overflowne ; 

And by the dauncing bubbles did divine. 

Or therein write to lett his love be showne ; 

Which well she redd out of the learned line : 

A sacrament prophane in mistery of wine. 

' XXXI. 

And, whenso of his hand the pledge she raught, 
The guilty cup she fained to mistfUce, 
And in her lap did shed her idle draught. 
Shewing desire her inward flame to slake. 
By such close signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape. 
By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes capei 

xxxn^ 

Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill. 

Purpose was moved by that gentle dame 

Unto those knights adventurous, to tell 

Of deeds of armes which unto them became. 

And every one his kindred and his name. 

Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pride 

Of gratious speach and skill his words to frame 

Abounded, beins glad of so fitte tide 

Him to commend to her, thus spake, of al well eide'. 

XXXIIX. 

" Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 

And in thine ashes buried low dost lie. 

Though whilome far much greater then thy fame, 

Before that angry Gods and cruell side 

Upon thee heapt a direful destinie ; 

What boots it boast thy glorious descent. 

And fetch from heven thy great genealogie, 

Sith all thy worthie prayses heins blent 

Their ofspring hath embaste, and later glory shent ! 

ZXXIV. 

" Most famous worthy of the world, by whome 
ITiat warre was kindled which did Troy inflame. 
And stately towres of llion whil<5me 
Brought unto balefull ruine, was by name 
Sir Paris far renownd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold hardinesse. 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayrest dame 
That ever Greece did boast, or knight possesse, 
Whom Venus to him gave for meed of worthinesad^ 
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xxxr, 

'* Fayre Helene, flowre of beantie excellent. 
And girlond of the mighty conquerours, 
That madest many ladies deare lament 
The hearie losse of their brave paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Trojan toures, 
And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strowne 
With carcases of noble warrioures 
Whose frnitlesse lives were under furrow sowne» 
And Xanthos landy bankes with blood all overflowne ! 

zxz\i. 

" From him my linage I derive aright, 
Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy, 
Whiles yet on Ida he a shepeheard hight. 
On faire Oenone got a lovely boy, 
Whom, for remembrance of her passed ioy. 
She, of his father, Farius did name ; 
Who, after Greekes did Priams reahne destroy, 
Gathred the Trojan reliques sav*d from flame. 
And, with them sayling thence, to th* iale of Faros 
came. 

XXXVII. 

" That was by him cald Faros, which before 
Hight Nausa ; there he many yeares did raine. 
And built Nausicle by the Fontick shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Faridas his sonne. 
From whom I Faridell by kin descend : 
But, for frure ladies love and glories gaine/ 
My native soile have lefte, my dayes to spend 
JL seewing deeds of annes, my lives and labon end." 

xxxviu. 

Whenas the noble Britomart beard tell 

Of Trojan warres and Friams citie sackt, 

(The ruefull story of Sir FarideU,) 

She was empassiond at that piteous act. 

With zelous envy of Greekes cruell fact 

Against that nation, from whose race of old 

She beard that she was lineally extract : 

For noble Britons sprong from Trojans bold. 

And Troynovant was built of old Iroyes ashes cold. 

XXXIX. 

Then sighing soft awhile, at last she thus : 
** O lamentable fall of famous towne. 
Which raignd so many yeares victorious. 
And of all Asie bore the soveraine crowne, 
In one sad night consumed and throwen downe ! 
What stony hart, that heares thy haplesse fate. 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne. 
And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 
That floures so fresh at mome, and fades at evening 
late ! 

XL. 

Behold, sir, how your pitiful! complaint 
Hath fownd another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constraint 
As countries cause, and commune foes disdayne. 
But, if it should not grieve you backe agayne 
To tume your course, I would to heare desyre 
What to Aeneas fell j sith that men sayne 
He was not in the cities wofull fyre 
Consumed, but did himselfe to safety retyre." 



XLI. 



>» 



'< Anchyses sonne beeott of Venus fa3rre,' 
Said be, " out of the flames for safegard fled. 
And with a remnant did to sea repayre ; 
Where he, through fatall errour long was led 
Full many yeares, and weetlesse wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes. 
Ere rest he fownd : Much there he suffered. 
And many perilles past in forreine landes. 
To save ms people sad from victours vengefoll 
handes: 

XLII. 

" At last in Latium he did arry ve. 

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind 

Of th' inland folke which sought him backe to drive. 

Till he with old Latinus was constraind 

To contract wedlock, so the fates ordaind ; 

Wedlocke contract in blood, and eke in blood 

Accomplished ; that many deare complaind : 

The rivall slaine, the victour (through the flood 

Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 

XLUI. 

" Yet, after all, he victour did survive. 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to convart. 
His sonne liilus did from thence depart 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud. 
And in long Alba plast his throne apart ; 
Where faire it flonshed and long time stoud, 
Till Bomnluf, z«iiewing it, to Rome removd." 

xuv. 

" There ; there," said Britomart, " afresh appeard 

The gloxy of the later world to spring. 

And Troy againe out of her dust was reard 

To sitt in second seat of soveraine king 

Of all the world, under her governing. 

But a third kingdom yet is to arise 

Out of the Troians scattered ofsprfng. 

That, in all glory and great enterprise. 

Both first and second Troy shall dare to equalise. 

XLV. 

" It Trojmovant is hight, that with the waves 
Of wealthy Thamis washed is along, 
Upon whose stubbome neck Cwbereat he raves 
With roring rage, and sore himselfe does throng, 
That all men feare to tempt his billowes strong,) 
She fastned hath her foot ; which stand so hy. 
That it a wonder of the world is song 
In forreine landes ; and all, which passen by. 
Beholding it from farre doe think it threates the 
skye. 

XLVI. 

" The Troian Brute a d first that citie fownd, 
And Hygate made the meare thereof by West, 
And Overt-gate by Nonh : that is the bownd 
Toward the land ; two ri\ers bownd the rest. 
So huge a scope at first him seemed best. 
To be the compasse of his Mngdomes seat : 
So huge a mind could not in lesser rest, 
Ne in small meares containe lis glory great. 
That Albion had conquered fix "st by warlike feat. 
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XLYII, 

*' Ah ! fairest lady-knight," said Paridell, 
" Pardon I pray my heedlesse oversight, 
Who had forgot that whylome I heard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits heene light. 
Indeed he said, if I remember right. 
That of the antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plant, that raught to wondrous bight. 
And far tubroad his mighty braunches threw 
Into the utmost angle of the world he knew* 



XLYUI. 

" For that same Brute, whom much he did advaunce 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his sonne. 
Whom havmg slain through luckles arrowes glaunce, 
He fled for feare of that he had misdonne. 
Or els for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne, 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly tra3me ; 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne. 
And many fortunes prov'd in th' ocean mayne. 
And great adventures found, that now were long to 
JNiyne. 

XLIZ. 

** At last by fatall course they driven were 

Into an island spatious and brode. 

The furthest North that did to them appeare : 

Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrode. 

Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 

FruitfuU of all thinges fitt for living foode, 

Butwholy waste and void of peoples trode. 

Save an huge nation of the geaunts broode 

That fed on living flesh, and dronck mens vitall blood. 



" Whom he, through wearie wars and labours long, 

Subdewd with losse of many Britons bold : 

In which the great Goemagot of strong 

Corineus, and Coulin of Debon old. 

Were overthrowne and laide on th' earth full cold. 

Which quaked under their so hideous masse : 

A famous history to bee enrold 

In everlasting moniments of brasse, 

That aU the antique worthies merits flir did passe. 

His worke great Troynovant, his worke is eke 

Fair Lincolne, both renowned far away ; 

That who from East to West will endlong seeke. 

Cannot two fairer cities find this day. 

Except Cleopolis ; so heard I say 

Old Mnemon : Therefore, Sir, J greet you well 

Your countrey kin : and you entjrrely pray 

Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 

Betwixt us both unknowne," So ended Paridell, 



Ln. 

But all the while, that he these speeches spent. 

Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 

With vigUant regard and dew attent, 

Fashioning worldes of fancies evermore 

In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlore : 

The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 

And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore : 

Which he perceiving, ever privily. 

In speaking, many false belgardes at her let fly. 



Lin. 



So long these knightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge afifaires, and noble hardiment. 
Which they had past with mickle ieopardy, 
That now the humid night was farform spent. 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent : 
Which th' old man seeing wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument, 
Which by the hours he measured, besought 
Them go to rest. So all unto their bowres were 
brought. 



CANTO X. 

Paridell rapeth Hellenore; 

Malbecco her poursewes ; 
Fynds emongst Salyres, whence with him 

To tume she doth refuse. 



T. 



The morrow next, so soone as Phoebus lamp 

Bewrayed had the world with early light, 

And fresh Aurora had the shady damp 

Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 

Faire Britomart and that same Faery knight 

Uprose, forth on their iourney for to wend : 

But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 

With Britomart so sore did him offend, 

That ryde he could not till his hurts he did amend. 



H. 



So foorth they far'd ; but he behind them stayd, 
Maulgre his host, who grudged grivously 
To house a guest that would be needes obayd, 
And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 
Might wanting measure, moveth surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 
That fiers youngmans unruly maystery ; 
His money, which he lov'd as living breath i 
And his faire wife whom honest long be Vent uneath. 
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Bat patience perforce ; he must abie 

What fortune and his fate on him will lay : 

Fond is the feare that findes no remedie. 

Yet warily he watcheth every way. 

By which be feareth evill happen may ; 

So th' erill tbinkes by watchmg to prevent : 

Ne doth be suffer her, nor night nor day, 

Out of his sight berselfe once to absent : 

80 doth he ponif b her, and eke himself torment. 

But Paridell kept better watch then hee, 

A 6t occasion for his tume to finde. 

False loYe ! why do men say thou canst not see, 

And in their foolish fancy {eigne thee blinde. 

That with thy charmes the sharpest sight doest binde. 

And to thy will abuse 1 Thou walkest free. 

And seest every secret of the minde ; 

Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee : 

All that is by tne working of thy deitee. 

V. 

80 perfect in that art was Paridell, 

That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wyle ; 

His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle. 

Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 

That he there soioumed his woundes to heale ; 

That Cupid selfe, it seeing, close did smyle 

To weet how be her love away did steale, 

And bod that none their ioyous treason should reveole. 



VI. 

The learned lover lost no time nor tyde 
That least avantage mote to him afford, 
Yet bore so faire a sayle, that none espyde 
His secret drift till he her layd abord. 
Whenso in open place and commune bord 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune speach 
He courted her ; yet bay ted every word. 
That his ungentle hoste n'ote him appeach 
Of vile ungentlenesse or hospitages breach. 



vn. 

But when apart (if ever her apart 

He found) then bis false engins fast he plyde. 

And all the sleights unbosomd in his hart : 

lie sigh'd, he sobd, he swoownd, he perdy dyde. 

And cast himselfe on ground her fast besyde : 

Tho' when againe he him bethought to live, 

He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyde. 

Saying, but if she mercie would him g^ve. 

That ne mote algates dye, yet did his death forgive. 

Vlll. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 

And pleasing toyes he would her entertaine ; 

Now singing sweetly to surprize her sprights. 

Now making laves of love and lovers paiue, 

Bransles, ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 

Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd, 

And thousands like which flowed in his braine. 

With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 

To take to his new love, and leave her old despysd. 



IX. 

And every where he might and everie while 

He did her service dewdfuU, and sewd 

At hand with humble pride and pleasing guile ; 

So closely yet, that none but she it vewd. 

Who well perceived all, and all indewd. 

Thus finely did he his false nets dispred. 

With which he many weake harts had subdewd 

Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 

What wonder then if slie were likewise carried ? 



X. 

No fort so fensible, no wals so strong. 

But that continuall battery will rive. 

Or daily siege, through dispurvayaunce long 

And lacke of reskewes, will to parley drive ; 

And peece, that unto parley eare will give. 

Will shortly yield itselfe, and will be made 

The rassall of the victors will bylive : 

That Btratageme had oftentimes assayd 

This crafty poramoure, and now it plaine displayed. 



XI. 

For through his traines he her intrapped hath. 

That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 

To him without regard of gaine, or scath. 

Or care of credite, or of husband old. 

Whom she hath vow'd to dub a iayre cucqu6ld. 

Nought wants but time and place, which shortly shee 

Devized hath, and to her lover told. 

It pleased weU : so well they both agree , 

So xwdie lype to ill, wemens counsels bee ! 



xit. 

Darke was the evening, fit for lovers stealth. 
When chaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere, 
She to his closet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof she countlesse summes did reare, 
The which she meant away with her to beare ; 
The rest she fyr'd, for sport or for despight : 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Troiane flames and reach to hevens bight. 
Did clap her hands, and ioyed at that doleml sight ; 



xiu. 

The second Hellene, fa3rre Dame Hellenore, 
The whiles her husband ran with sory haste 
To quench the flames which she had tyn'd before, 
Laugbt at his foolish labour spent in waste. 
And ran into her lovers armes right fast ; 
Where streigbt embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
For lo ! that guest did beare her forcibly, 
And meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 



xiy. 

The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And ready seeing him with her to fly, 
In his disquiet mind was much dismayd : 
But when againe he backeward cast his eye. 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
Consume his hart, and scorch his idoles f;ice. 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist he how to turoe, nor to what place : 
Was never wretched man in such a wofull cace. 
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XV. 

Ay whm to bim dbe cryde, to her he turnd^ 
And left: the fire ; lore, money overcame : 
But, when he marked how his money bumd, 
He left his wife ; money did love disclaime : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame, 
And loth to leave his liefest pelfe behinde ; 
Yet, sith he no'te save both, he sav'd that same 
Which was the dearest to his dounghill minde. 
The god of his desire, the ioy of misers blinde. 

XVI. 

Thns whilest all things in troublous uprore were. 

And all men busie to suppresse the flame. 

The loving couple neede no reskew feare. 

But leasure had and liberty to frame 

Their purpost flight, free from all mens reclame ; 

And Night, the patronesse of love-stealth fayre. 

Gave them safe conduct till to end they came : 

So beene they gone yfere, a wanton pa3rre 

Of lovers loosely knit, where list them to repa3rre. 

zvu. 

Soone as the cruell flames yslaked were, 

Malbecco, seeing how his losse did lye. 

Out of the flames which he had quencht whylere. 

Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye 

Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 

Twixt inward doole and felonous despight : 

He rav'd, he wept, he stampt, he lowd did cry ; 

And all the passions, that in man may light. 

Did him attonce oppresse, and vex his caytive spright. 

xvin. 

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe 
And did consume his gall with anguish sore : 
Still when he mused on his late mischfefe, 
Then still the smart thereof increased more. 
And seemd more grievous then it was before ; 
At last when sorrow he saw booted nought, 
Ne griefe might not his love to him restore. 
He gan devise how her he reskew mought ; 
Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confused thought. 



XIX. 

At last resolving, like a pilgrim pore, 
To search her forth whereso she might be fond. 
And bearing with him treasure in close store. 
The rest he leaves in ground : so takes in bond 
To seeke her endlong both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere. 
And every where that he mote understond 
Of knighles and ladies any meetings were ; 
And of each one he mett he tidings did inquere. 



XX. 

But all in vaine ; his woman was too wise 

Ever to come into his clouch againe, 

And hee too simple ever to surprise 

The icily Paridell, for all his paine. , 

One day, as he forpaSsed by the plaine 

With weary pace, he far away espide 

A couple, seeming well to be his twaine. 

Which hoved close under a forest side. 

As if they lay in wait, or els themselves did hide. 



XXI. 

Well weened hee that those the same mote bee ; 

And, as he better did their shape avize. 

Him seemed more their maner did agree ; 

For th' one was armed all in warlike wi2e. 

Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 

And th' other, al yclad in garments light 

Discolourd like to womanish disguise, 

He did resemble to his lady bright ; 

And ever his faint hart much earned at the sight ; 

xxn. ^ 

And ever faine he towards them would goe, 
But yet durst not for dread approchen nie, 
^ But stood aloofe, unweeting what to doe ; 
Till that prickt forth with loves extremity, 
That is the father of fowle gealosy. 
He closely nearer crept the truth to weet : 
But, as he nigher drew, he easily 
Might sceme that it was not his sweetest sweet, 
Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his sheet: 

xxm. 

But it was scornefuU Braggadochio, 
That with his servant Trompart hoverd there 
Sith late he fled from his too earnest foe : 
Wliom such whenas Malbecco spyed clere, 
He turned backe, and would have fled arere ; 
Till Trompart, ronning hastely, him did stay 
And bad before his soveraine lord appeare : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay, 
And comming him before low louted on the lay. 

xxrr 

The boaster at him stemely bent his browe, ^ 

As if he could have kild him with his looke. 

That to the ground him meekly made to bowe ' 

And awfuU terror deepe into him strooke. 

That every member oi his body quooke. 

Said he, " Thou man of nought ! what doest thou here 

Unfitly fumisht with thy bag and booke. 

Where I expected one with shield and spere 

To prove some deedes of armes upon anequall perel ** 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 

Was all abasht, and low prostrating said ; 

" Good sir, let not my rudeness be no breach 

Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ; 

For I unwares this way by fortune straid, 

A silly pilgrim driven to distresse. 

That seeke a lady" — There he suddein staid. 

And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresse, 

While teares stood in his eies,few drops of bittemesse. 

XXVI. 

" What lady?" — " Man," said Trompart, " take good 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : [hart. 

Was never better time to shew thy smart 
Then now that noble succor is thee by. 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy." 
That 6hearful word his weak heart much did cheare^ 
And with vaine hope his spirits faint supply. 
That bold he sayd, " O most redoubted Pere, 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cace *^o heare. ' 
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Then sighing sore, ** It is not long," saide hee, 
" Sith I enioyd the gentlest dame fdive ; 
Qf whom a knight, (no knight at all perdee, 
But shame of all that doe for honor strive,) 
By treacherous deceipt did me deprive ; 

hrough open outrage he her bore away. 
And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 
Which al good knights, that armes do bear this day, 
Are bownd for to revenge and punish if they may. 



zxvni. 



" And you, most noble lord, that can and dare 
Redresse the wrong of miserable wight. 
Cannot employ your most victorious speare 
In better quarrell then defence of right. 
And for a lady gainst a faithlesse knight : 
So shall your glory be advaunced much. 
And all faire ladies magnify your mieht, 
And eke myselfe, albee I simple sucn, 
Your wortny peine shall wel rowazd with £^erdon 
rich." 

XXIX. 

With that, out of his bouget forth he drew 
Great store of treasure, therewith him to tempt ; 
But he on it lookt scomefully askew. 
As much disdeigning to be so misdempt, 
Ql a war-monger to be basely nempt ; 
And sayd : " Thy offers base I greatly loth. 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt : 
I tread in clust thee and thy money both ; 
That, were it not ^r shime"— -So turned from him 
wroth« 

XXX. 

But Trompart, that his maistres humor knew 

In lofty looks to hide an humble minde. 

Was inly tickled with that golden vew. 

And in his eare him rownded close behinde ' 

Yet stoupt he not, but lay still in the winde. 

Waiting advauntage on the pray to sease ; 

I'ill Trompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde. 

Besought him his great corage to appease, 

And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 

xxxr. 

Big looking like a doughty doucepere. 

At last he thus ; '' Thou clod of vilest clay, 

I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare j 

But weete henceforth, that all that golden pray. 

And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 

I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 

Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 

But minds of mortall men are muchell mard 

And mov'd amisse with massy mucks unmeet regard. 

xxxii. 

" And more ; I graunt to thy great misery 
G rations respect ; thy wife shall backe be sent : 
And that vile knight, whoever that he bee. 
Which hath thy lady reft and knighthood shent. 
By Sanglamort my sword, whose deadly dent 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 

sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
N^e he twixt heven and earth shall hide his hedd, 
J^ut Boone he shall be fownd, and shortly doen be 
dedd," 



xxxin. 

The foolish man thereat woxe wondrous blith. 
As if the word so spoken were halfe donne. 
And humb'y thanked him a thousand sith 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho forth the boaster marching brave begonne 
His stolen steed to thunder furiously. 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne. 
And all tbe world confound with cruelty ; 
That much Malbecco ioyed in his iollity. 

XXXIV. 

Thus long they three together travelled, 
Through many a wood and many an uncouth way, 
. To seeke his wife that was fiEir wandered : 
But those two sought nought but the present pray 
To weete, the treasure which he did bewray. 
On which their eies and harts were wholly sett. 
With purpose how tbey might it best betray ; 
For, sith the howre that first he did them lett 
The same behold, tberwith their keene desires were 
whett* 

XXXV. 

It fortuned, as they together far*d. 

They spide where Paridell came pricking fast 

Upon the plaine, the which himselfe prepar'd 

To giust with diat brave straunger knight a cast. 

As on adventure by the way he past : 

Alone hd rode without his paragone ; 

For, having filcht her bells, her up he cast 

To the w& world, and lett her fly alone ; 

He nould be dogd : to had be served many one. 

xxxvi. 

The gentle lady, loose at random lefte. 

The greene-wood lon^ did walke, and wander wide 

At wilde adventure, like a forlome wefte ; 

Till on a day the Satyres her espide 

Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 

Her up they tooke, and with them home her ledd. 

With them as housewife ever to abide, [bredd ; 

To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and 

And every one as commune good her handeled : 

xxxvn. 

That sliortly she Malbecco has forgott. 
And eke Sir Paridell all were he deare ; 
Who from her went to seeke another lott. 
And now by fortune was arrived here. 
Where those two guilers with Malbecco were. 
Soone as the old man saw Sir Paridell, 
He fainted, and was almost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to speake his- griefe to tell. 
But to him louted low, and greeted goodly well ; 

xxxviri. 

And, after, asked him for Hellenore : 

" I take no keepe of her," sayd Paridell, 

" She wonneth m the forrest there before." 

So forth h^ rode as his adventure fell ; 

The whiles the boaster frx)m his loftie sell 

Faynd to alight, something amisse to mend ; 

But the fresh swayne would not his leasure dwell. 

But went his way ; whom when he passed kend. 

He up remounted light, and after faind to wend. 
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XXZIX. 



«* Perdy "oxj" said Malbecco, shall ye not ; 
But let him jmsse as lightly as he came : 
For little good of him is to be got, 
And miclde periU to bee put to shame. 
But let us goe to seeke my dearest dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld . 
For of her safety in great doubt I ame. 
Least salvage beastes her person haye despoyld : 
Then all the world is lost, and we in yaine haye 
toyld !*' 



XL. 



They all agree, and forward them addrest : 

•* Ah I but," said crafty Trompart, " weete ye well. 

That yonder in that wasteftill wildemesse 

Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 

Dragons, and minotaures, and feendes of hell. 

And many wilde woodmen which robbe and rend 

All trayeilers ; therefore adyise ye well. 

Before ye enterprise that way to wend : 

One may his ioumey bring too soone to eyiU end." 



xu. 

Malbecco stopt in great astonishment. 

And, with pale eyes &8t fixed on the rest, 

Their counsell crav'd in daunger imminent. 

Said Trompart ; " You, that are the most opprest 

With burdein of great treasure, I thinke best 

Here for to stay in safetie behynd : 

My lord and I will search the wide forest." 

That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd ; 

For he was much afraid himselfe alone to fynd. 

xui. 

" Then is it best," said he, " that ye doe leave 
Your treasure here in some securi^. 
Either fast closed in some hollow greaye, 
Or buried in the ground from ieopardy. 
Till we retume againe in safety : 
As for us two, least doubt of us ye haye. 
Hence farre away we will bl3mdK)lded ly, 
Ne priyy bee unto your treasures grave." 
It pleased ; so he did : Then they march forward 
brave. 

xLin. 

Now when amid the thickest woodes they were, 
They hesvd a noyse of many bagpipes shrill. 
And shrieking hububs them approching nere. 
Which all the forest did with horrour fill : 
That drradfull sound the hosiers hart did thrill 
With such amazement, that in hast he fledd, 
Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 
And after him eke fearfuU Trompart spedd : 
The old man could not fly, but fell to ground half 
dedd: 

XLIV. 

Yet afterwardes close creeping as he might. 

He in a bush did hyde his fearefuU hedd. 

The iolly satyres full of fresh delight 

Came dauncmg forth, and with them nimbly ledd 

Faire Helenore with girlonds all bespredd. 

Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 

She, proude of that new honour which they redd. 

And of their lovely fellowship full glade, 

Daunst lively, and her face did with a lawrell shade. 



XLV. 



The silly man that in the thickett lay 

Saw all this goodly sport, and grieved sore ; 

Yet durst he not against it doe or say, 

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore. 

To see th' imkindnes of his Hellenore. 

All day they daunced with great lustyhedd. 

And with their horned feet the greene gras wore ; 

The whiles their gotes upon the bronzes fedd. 

Till drouping Phoebus gan to hyde his golden hedd 



XLVI, 



Tho up they gan their mery pypes to trusse, 
And u\ their goodly heardes did gather rownd ; 
But every satyre first did give a busse 
To Hellenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour shed the grownd 
With perly deaw, and th' earthes gloomy shade 
Did dun the brightnesse of the welkin rownd. 
That every bird and beast awamed made 
To shrowd themselves, while sleep their senses did 
invade. 



XLVII. 



Which when Malbecco saw, out of the bush 

Upon his handes and feete he crept full light. 

And like a gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 

That through the helpe of his faire homes on bight. 

And misty dampe of misconceyving night, 

And eke Uirough likenesse of his gotish beard. 

He did the better counterfeite aright : 

So home he marcht emongst the homed heard. 

That none of all the satyres him espyde or heard«. 



XLvm. 

At night, when all they went to sleepe, he yewd. 
Whereas his lovely wife emongst them lay, 
Embraced of a satyre rough and rude. 
Who all the night did mind his ioyous play : 
Nine times he heard him come aloft ere day. 
That all bis hart with gealosy did swell ; 
But yet that nights ensample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them loved so well, 
When one so oft a night did ring his matins belL 

XLIX. 

So closely as he could he to them crept, 
When wearie of Uieir sport to sleepe they fell. 
And to his wife, that now ftill soundly slept, 
He whispered in her eare and did her tell. 
That it was he which by her side did dwell ; 
And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
As one out of a dreame not waked well 
She turod her, and returned backe againe : 
Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine. 



At last with irkesom trouble she abrayd ; 

And then perceiving, that it was indeed 

Her old Malbecco, which did her upbrayd 

With loosenesse of her love and loathly deed, 

She was astonisht with exceeding dreed. 

And would have wakt the satyre by her syde ; 

But he her prayd, for mercy or for meed. 

To save his life, ne let bim be descryde. 

But hearken to his lore, and all his counsell hyde. 
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Tho gan he her perswade to leave that lewd 
And loathsom lite, of God and man ahbord, 
And home retume, where all should be rerewd 
With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accord 
And she receird againe to bed and bord. 
As if no trespas ever had beene donne : 
But she it all refused at one word. 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne. 
Bat chose emongst the ioUy satyres still to wonne^ 

Ln. 

lie wooed her till day-spring he espyde ; 

But all in raine : and then tumd to the heard, 

AVho butted him with homes on every syde. 

And trode downe in the durt, where his bore beard 

Was fowly dight, and he of death afeard. 

Early, beK)re the heavens fairest light 

Out of the ruddy East was fully reord. 

The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight. 

And he emougst the rest crept forth in scry plight. 

un. • ^ 

So soone as he the prison-dore did pas. 

He ran as fast as both his feet could beare. 

And never looked who behind him was, 

Ne scarsely who before : like as a beare, 

That creeping close amongst the hives to reare 

An hony-combe, the wakefull dogs espy. 

And him assaylin^ sore his carkas teare. 

That hardly he with life away does fly, 

Ne stayes, till safe himselfe he see from ieopardy. 



LIV. 

N^e stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entomb^ had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 
Had it purlo3med fot his maister bad,) 
With extreme fury he became quite mad. 
And ran away ; ran with himselfe away : 
That who so straungely had him seene bestadd. 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay. 
From l2mbo lake him late escaped sure would say. 

LV.- 

ITigh over hilles and over dales he fledd, 

^s if the wind him on his winges had borne ; 

Ne banck nor bush could stay him, when he spedd 

His nimble feet, as treading still on thorne : 

Griefe, and Despight, and Gealosy, and Scome, 

Did all the way hmi follow hard behynd ; 

And he himseffe himselfe loathed so forlome, 

So shamefully forlome of womankjmd : 

That, as a snake, still lurked in his wounded mynd. 



LVI. 



Still fled he forward, looking backward still ; 

Ne stayd his flight nor fearefuU agony 

Till that he came unto a rocky hill 

Over the sea suspended dreadfully. 

That living creature it would ternfy 

To looke adowne, or upward to the bight : 

From thence he threw himselfe dispiteously. 

All desperate of his fore-damned spright, 

That seemd no help for him was left in living sigliL 



LVII. 



But, through long anguish and selfe-murd'ring 
He was so wasted and forpined quieht, [thought. 
That all his substance was consumed to nought. 
And nothing left but like an aery spright ; 
That on the rockes he fell so flit and Ught, 
I That he thereby received no hurt at all ; 
But chaunced on a craggy cliff to light ; 
Whence he wiUi crooked dawes so long did crall. 
That at the last he found a cave with entrance small. 



Lvin. 

Into the same he creepes, and thenceforth there 

Resolved to build his balefuU mansion 

In drery darkenes and continual! feare 

Of that rocks £Edl, which ever and anon 

Threates with huge mine him to fall upon. 

That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 

StiU ope he keepes for uiat occasion ; 

Ne ever rests he in tranquillity. 

The lorii^ Inllowes beat his howre so boystrously. 



ux. 

Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and frogs, his pasture poysonous. 
Which in hjs cold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 
Matter of doubt and dread suspitious. 
That doth with curelesse care consume the hart. 
Corrupts the stomacke with gall vitious. 
Cross-cuts the liver with intemall smart. 
And doth transfixe the soule with deaUies eternal! 
dart 

.LX. 

Yet can he never dye, but dying lives. 
And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustaine. 
That death and life attonce unto him gives. 
And painefoll pleasure tumes to pleasing paine. 
There dwels he ever, miserable swaine, 
Hatefiill both to himselfe and every wight ; 
Where he, through privy griefe and horrour vainCy 
Is woxen so deform d, that he has quight 
Forgot he was a man, and G^osy is hight. 
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CANTO XI 

Britomart cba<5etb Oil vphant ; 

Findes Scudamour distreat : 
Assayea tbe house of Busyrane, 

Where loves spoyles are exprest 




I. 



O HATEFUL hellish snake ! what furie furst 
Brought tliee from balefull house of Proserpine, 
Where in her bosome she thee Ion? bad nurst. 
And fostred up with bitter milke ot tine ; 
Fowle jealosy ! that tumest lore divine 
To ioylesse dread, and niak*st the loving hart 
Witb hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine, 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart. 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 



u. 

O let him far be banished away. 

And in his stead let love for ever dwell I 

Sweete love, that doth bis golden wings embay 

in blessed nectar and pure pleasures well. 

Untroubled of vile feare or bitter felU 

And ye, faire ladies, that your kingdomes make 

lu tb' harts of men, tbem goveme wisely well. 

And of faire Britomart ensample take. 

That was as trew in love as turtle to her make 



HI. 

Who with Sir Satyrane, as earst ye red, 
Forth ryding from Malbeccoes hostlesse bous. 
Far off aspyde a young man, tbe which fled 
From an huge geaunt, that with hideous 
And hateful outrage long him chaced thus; 
It was that OUyphant, the brother deare 
Of that Argante vile and vitious. 
From whom the Squyre of Dames was raft wbylere ; 
I'lus all as bad as she, and worse, if worse ought 
• were. 

For as the sister did in feminine 

And filthy lust exceede all womankinde ; 

So be surpassed his sex masculine. 

In beaj^ly use, all that I ever finde : 

W^hom when as Britomart beheld bebmde 

I'he fearefuU boy so greedily poursew. 

She was emmoved in her noble minde 

T' employ her puissaunce to bis reskew. 

And pricjced fiercely forward where she did him yew. 



V. 

Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behiude 

But with like fiercenesse did ensew the chace ; 

Whom when tbe geaunt saw, he soone resinde 

His former suit, and from them fled apace : 

They after both, and boldly bad him bace. 

And each did strive the otner to outgoe ; 

But he tbem both outran a wondrous space. 

For he was long and swifl as any roe. 

And now made better speed t'escape bis feared foe. 



It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare. 

But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; 

For be the powre of chaste hands might not beare. 

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly 

And now so fast his feet he did apply, 

Tliat be has gotten to a forrest neare. 

Where he is shrowded in security. 

The wood they enter, and search everie where ; 

They searobea diversely ; so both divided were. 

Fa3rre Britomart so long him followed, 
Tlmt she at last came to a fountaine sbeare. 
By which there lay a knight all wallowed 
Upon the gsassy ground, and by him neare 
His haberieon, nis helmet, and his speare : 
A little off, his shield was rudely throwne. 
On which the winged boy in colours cleare 
Depeincted was, fujl easie to be knowne. 
And he thereby, wherever it in field was showne* 

VIZf. 

His face upon the grownd did groveling ly, 
As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
That the brave mayd would not for courtesy 
Out of his quiet slomber him abrade. 
Nor seeme too suddeinly him to invade : 
Still as she stood, she beard with grievous throb 
Him grone, as if bis hart were peeces made. 
And with most painefuU pangs to sigh and sob. 
That pitty did tne virgins hart of patience rob. 

nc. 

At last forth breaking into bitter plaintes 
He sayd ; " O soverayne Lord that sit'st on bye 
And raignst in blis amongst thy blessed saintes. 
How suffrest thou such sbamefull cruelty 
So long unwreaked of thine enimy ! 
Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed t 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe and silent ly 1 
What bootetb then the good and ri^^bteous deed. 
If goodnesse find no grace, nor nghteousnesse oe 
meed! 

X. 

** If good find grace, and righteousnes reward. 
Why then is Amoret in caytive band, ^ 

Sith that more bounteous creature never far d 
On foot upon the face of living land ! 
Or if that bevenly iustice majr withstand 
Tbe wrongful! outrage of unrighteous men. 
Why then is Busirane with wicked hand 
Sufifred, these seven monethes day, in secret den 
My lady and my love so cruelly to pen ! 

M 
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" My lady and my lore is cruelly pend 

In dolefuU darkenes from the vew of day, 

Whilest deadly tormonts doe ber chast brest rend, 

And the sharpe Steele doth riye her hart iu tway. 

All for she Scudamore will not denay. 

Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 

Ne canst her ayde, ne canst her foe dismay ; 

Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground. 

For whom so faire a lady feeles so sore a wound." 



xn. 



There an huge heape of singulfes did oppresse 
His strugling soule, and swelling throbs empeadb 
His foltring toung with pangs of drerinesse, 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife speach, 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit 
Threatning into his life to make a breiach. 
Both with great ruth and terrour she was smit, 
Fearing least from her cage the weorie soi^e would 
flit 

xm. 

Tho, stouping downe, she him amoyed light; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke. 
And seeing him behind a stranger knight. 
Whereas no liying creature he mistooke, 
With ereat indi^aunce he that sight forsooke. 
And, downe agame himselfe disdainefully 
Abiecting, th' earth with his faire forhead strooke : 
Which the bold virgin seeing, gan apply 
Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus coiirtesly ; 



xiy. 



" Ah ! gentle knight, whose deepe-conceived griefe 
Well seemes t' exceede the powre of patience. 
Yet, if that hevenly grace some good reliefe 
You send, submit you to High Providence ; 
And ever, in your noble hart, prepense, 
That all the sorrow in the world is lesse 
Then vertues might and values confidence : 
For who nill bide the burden of distresse. 
Must not here thinke to live ; for life is wretched- 
nesse. 

XV. 

*' Therefore, faire sir, doe comfort to you take. 

And freely read what wicked felon so 

Hath outraged you, and thrald your gentle make. 

Perhaps this hand may help to ease your woe. 

And wreake your sorrow on your cruell foe ; 

At least it faire endevour will apply." 

Those feeUng words so near the quicke did goe. 

That up his head he reared easily ; 

And, leaning on his elbowe, these few words lett fly : 

XVI, 

" What boots it plaine that cannot be redrest, 

And sow vaine sorrow in a fruitlesse eare ; 

Sith powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 

Ne worldly price, cannot redecme my deare 

Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ! 

For he, the tyrant, which her hath in ward 

By strong cnchauntments and blacke magicke leare, 

Hatlf in a dungeon deepe her close emhard, 

And many dreadful! feeuds hath pointed to hex ga/d. 



XVII. 

" There he tormenteth her most terribly. 

And day and night afflicts with mortall paine. 

Because to peld him love she doth deny. 

Once to me yold, not to be yolde againe : 

But yet by torture he would her constraine 

Love to conceive in her disdainfull brest : 

Till BO she doe, she must in doole remaine, 

Ne may by living meanes be thence relest : 

What boots it then to plaine that cannot be redrest \* 

xvin. 

With this sad hersall of his heavy stresse 

The warlike damzell was empassiond sore, 

And sayd ; " Sir knight, your cause is nothing lesse 

Then is your sorrow certes, if not more : 

For nothing so much pitty doth implore 

As gentle ladyes helplesse misery : 

But yet, if please ye listen to my lore, 

I will, with proofe of last extremity. 

Deliver her fro thence, or with her for you dy." 

XIX. 

" Ah ! gentlest knight alive," Gsyd Scudamore, 
" What huge heroicke magnammity [more. 

Dwells in thy bounteous brest? what couldst thou 
If shee were thine, and thou as now am I? 
O nmre thy happy daies, oad them apply 
To better boot ; bat let me die that ought : 
More is more losse ; one is enough to dy !" 
** Life is not lost," said she, *' for which is bought 
Endlesae renowm; that, more then death, is to be 
sought" 

XX. 

Thus she at length persuaded him to rise. 

And with her wend to see what new successe 

Mote him befall upon new enterprise : 

His armes, which he had vowed to disprofesse. 

She gathered up and did about him dresse^ 

And his forwandred steed unto him gott : 

So forth they both yfere make their progr^sse. 

And inarch, not past the mountenaunce of a shott. 

Till they arriv'd whereas their purpose they did plott 



XXI. 

There they dismounting drew their weapons bold, 
And stoutly came unto the castle gate. 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold. 
Nor ward to waite at mome and evening late^ 
But in the porch that did them sore amate, 
A flaming nre ymixt with smouldry smoke 
And stinking sulphure, that with griesly hate 
And dreadfull horror did all entraunce choke. 
Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 

XXII. 

Greatly thereat was Britomart dismayd, 
Ne in that stownd wist how herselfe to beare ; 
For daunger vaine it were to have assayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can suffer to approachen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd ; 
" What monstrous enmity provoke we here ? 
Foolhardy as th' earth es children, the which made 
Bfttt^ill against the gods, so we a god invade. 
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XXIU. 



" Daunger without discretion to attempt. 
Inglorious, beast-like, is : therefore, Sir Knight, 
Aread what course of you is safest dempt. 
And how we with our foe may come to fi^ht.*' 
" This is," quoth he, " the doloAus despight, 
Which earst to you I playnd : for neither may 
This fire be quencht by any witt or might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remov'd away ; 
So mighty be' th' enchauntments which the same do 
stay. 

XXIV. 

" What is there ells but cease these fruitlesse paines, 

And leave me to my former languishing ! ^ 

Faire Amorett must dwell in wicked chaines, 

And Scudamore here die with sorrowing !** 

" Perdy not so,'' saide shee ; " for shameful thing 

Yt were t' abandon noble chevisaunce. 

For shewe of perill, without venturing : 

Rather, let try extremities of chaunce 

Then enterpnsed praise for dread to disavaunce." 



XXV. 

Therewith, resolved to prove her utmost might. 
Her ample shield she threw before her face. 
And her swords point directing forward right 
Assayld the flame ; the which ef^esoones gave place, 
And did itselfe divide with equaU space. 
That through she passed ; as a thonder-bolt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds into sad showres ymolt ; 
So to her yold the flames, and did their force revolt, 

XXVI. 

Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the fire 

Safe and untoucht, he likewise gan assay 

With greedy will and envious desire. 

And bade the stubbome flames to yield him way : 

But cruell Mulciber would not obay 

His threatfuU pride, but did the more augment 

His mighty rage, and with imperious swaj 

Him forst, maulgre his fercenes, to relent. 

And backe retire all sorchtand pitifully brent 

xxvn. 

With huge impatience he inly swelt. 
More for great sorrow that he could not jpas 
Then for the burning torment which he felt ; 
That with fell woodnes he effierced was. 
And wilfully him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse his head and brest full sore : 
The whiles the championesse now entred has 
The utmost rowme, and past the foremost dore ; 
The utmost rowme abounding with all precious store : 

xxvrn. 

For, round about the walls yclothed were 
With goodly arras of great maiesty, 
Woven with golde and silke so close and nere 
That the rich metall lurked privily. 
As faining to be hidd from envious eye ; 
Yet here, and there, and every where, unwares. 
It shewd itselfe and shone unwillingly ; 
Like to' a discolourd snake, whose hidden snares 
Through the g^ene gras his long bright bumL<'>ht 
.back declares. 



XXIZ, 

And in those tapets weren fashioned 

Many faire pourtraicts, and many a fiure feate : 

And all of love, and al of lusty-hed. 

As seemed by their sembla^nt, did entreat : 

And eke all Uupids warres they did repeate, 

And cruell battailes, which: he whilome fought 

Gainst all the gods to make his empire great ; 

Besides the huge massicres, which he wrought 

On mighty kings and kesars into thraldomebrought* 

XXX. 

Therein was writ how oftoi thondiing love 
Had felt the point of his hart-percing dart. 
And, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding smart ; 
Now, like a ram, faire Helle to pervart, 
Now, like a bull, Europa to wiudraw : 
Ah, how the fearefuU ladies tender hart "^ 
Did lively seeme to tremble, when she saw 
The huge seas under her t* obay her servaunts law I 

XXXI. 

Soone after that, into a golden showre 
Himselfe he chaung'd, faird Danae to vew ; 
And through the roofe of her strong brasen towre 
Did raine into her lap an hony dew ; 
The whiles her foolish garde, that little knew 
Of such deceipt, kept th' yron dore fitst bard. 
And watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 
Vaine was the watch, and bootlesse all the wurd, 
Whenas the god to golden hew himselfe transfard*. 

xzxn. ' 

Then was he tnmd into a snowy swan, 

To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 

O wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man. 

That her in daflfadillies sleeping made 

From scorching heat her daintie limbes to shade ! 

Whiles the proud bird, ruffing his fethers wyde 

And brushing his faire brest, did her invade. 

She slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his pryd^r 

xx'xm. 

Then shewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 

Deceivd of gealous luno, did require 

To see him in his soverayne maiestee 

Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 

Whens dearely she with death bought her desiren 

But fair Alcmena better match did make, 

loying his love in likenes more entire : , 

Three nights in one they say that for her sake ' 

He then did put, her pleasures lenger to partake, 

XXXIV 

Twice was he seene in soaring eagles shape. 
And with wide winges to beat the buxome ayre t 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 
Againe, whenas the Trojane boy so fayre 
He snatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare : 
Wondrous delight it was there to behould 
How the rude shepheards after him did stare. 
Trembling through feare least down he fallen should 
And often to him calling to take surer hould. 
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In ntjTM shape Antioptt he snatcht ; 
And kke a fire, when he Aegin' aaaajd : 
A sbmebeard, whwk Mnemoejme he catcht ; 
And like a serpent to the Thncian majd. [plajrd, 
Wbyles thus on earth g^reat lore these pageannts 
The winged boy did thrust into his throne. 
And, scofling, tJius unto his mother sajrd ; 
" Lo ! now the herens obej to me alone. 
And take ma ix their lore, whilea lore to earth is 
gooe." 

xxxn. 

And thou, fiure Phoehus, in thy ooloora bright 

Wast there enworen, and the sad distresse 

In which that boy thee jilonged, for despight 

That thou bewray'dst his mothers wantonnesse. 

When she with Mars was mejnt in joyftUnesse : 

Forthy he thrild thee with a leaden dwt 

To lore fidr Daphne, which thee loved lease ; 

Lease she thee lor'd than was thy iust desart. 

Yet was thy lore her death, and her death waa thy 



xxxyn. 

So loredst thou the lusty Hyacinet ; 
So loredst thou the &ire Coronis deare : 
Yet both are of thy haplesse hand extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe Uye and lore thee bears. 
The one a paunce, the other a aweete-breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote hare lively seene 
The god himselfe rending his golden heare. 
And breaking quite his gailond eyer gre«ie. 
With other aignea of soirow and impatient teene. 

xxxvin. 

Both for those two, and for his owne deare smme. 

The Sonne of Climene, be did repent ; 

Who, bold to guide the charet of the sunne, 

Himselfe in thousand peeces fondly rent. 

And all the world with flashing fier brent ; 

So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 

Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 

Forst him eftsoones to follow other game. 

And loye a shepheaida daughter for his deareat daaoe. 

xxxn. 

He loyed Isse for his dearest dame. 

And for her sake her cattell fedd awhile. 

And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 

Tile servant of Admetus, cowheiurd vile. 

Whiles that from heaven he suffered exile. 

Long were to tell each other lovely fitt ; 

Now, like a lyon hunting after spoile ; 

Now, like a liag ; now, like a fitulcon flit : 

All which in that faire arras was most lively wriL 

XL. 

Next unto him was Neptuae pictured, 
In his divine resemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackish deaw : his threeforkt pyke 
He stearnly shooke, and tberwith fierce did stryke 
llie raging billowt-s that on every syde 
l^hey trembling stood, and made a long broad dyke, 
That his swift charet migfbt have passage wyde. 
Which foure great hippodames did draw in tt'me-wise 



xu. 

His seahorses did seeme to snort amayne. 

And from their nosethrilles blow the brynie streame. 

lliat made the sparrkling waves to smoke agayne 

And flame with gold ; but the white fomy creame 

Did shine with silvef, and shoot forth his beame : 

The god himselfiB did pensive seeme and sad. 

And hong adowne his head as he did dreame ; 

For privy love his brest empieroed had, 

Na OBghtbot daare Bisaltis ay could make him glad. 

XLll. 

He loved eke Iphimedia deare. 

And Aecdns fiure deughter, Ame hight. 

For whom he turned himselfe into a steare. 

And fedd on fodder to beguile her si^t. 

Also, to win Deucalicms cbughter bright. 

He turned himselfe into a doljdiin fa3rTe ; 

And, like a winged horse, he tooke his flight 

To maky-locke Medusa to repayre. 

On whom he got fine Pegasus that flitteth in the ayre. 

sun. 

Next Satnme was, (but who would ever weene 

lliat snOein Satnme ever weend to love ? 

Yet love is suUeun, and Sat^mlike seene, 

Aa he did fm Erigone it prove,) 

That to a eentanie did himselfe transmove. 

So proov'd it ekB that gratioua god of wine. 

When, finr to compaase Philliras hard love. 

He tnrnd himaelfe into a fiuitfrill vine. 

And into her frue boeome made hia grapes decline. 

xur. 

Long were to tell the amorous assayes. 
And gentle pai^;oes, with which he maked meeke 
The mightie Slars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Voius, and how often eek 
For many other nymphea, he sore did shreek ; 
With womanish tearea, and with unwarlike smarts. 
Privily moystenii^ his horrid cheeke : 
There was he painted friU of burning dartea. 
And many wide weondes launched t^^ough hia inner 
partes. 

XXT. 

Ne did he spare (so cruell was the elfe) 

His owne dears mother, (ah ! why should he ao ?) 

Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe. 

That he might taste the sweet consuming woe. 

Which he had wrought to many others moe. 

But, to declare the moumfiill tragedyes 

And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did strew, 

More eath to number with how many eyes 

High heven beholdes sad lovers nightly theeveryes. 

XLVT. 

Kings, queenes, lords, ladies, knights, and damsels 

Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort, [gent i 

And mingled with the raskall rablement. 

Without respect of person or of port. 

To shew Dan Cupids powre and great eff6rt : 

And round about a border was entrayld 

Of broken bowea and arrowes shivered short ; 

And a long bloody river through them rayld. 

So lively, and so like, that living aenoe it fnyW, 
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XLVII. 

And at the upper end of that faire rowme 
There was an altar built of pretions stone 
Of passing ralew and of great renowme, 
On which there stood an image all alone 
Of massy gold, which with his owne light shone ; 
And winges it had with sondry colours dight. 
More sondry colours then the proud pavone 
Beares in his boasted fan, or Iris bright. 
When her discolourd bow she spreds through beven 
bright. 

XLVIII. 

Blyndfold he was ; and in his cruell fist 
A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 
With which he shot at randon when him list. 
Some headed with sad lead, some with pure gold ; 
^Ah ! man, beware how thou those dartes behold !) 
A wounded dragon under him did ly. 
Whose hideous tayle his lefte foot aid enfold, 
And with a shaft was shot through either eye. 
That no man forth might draw, ne no man remedye. 

XLIX. 

And underneath his feet was written thus, 
Unto the Victor of the gods this bee : 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their humble knee. 
And oft committed fowle idolatree. 
That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazd, 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie. 
But ever more and more upon it gazd. 
The whiles the passing brightnes her fraile sences 
dasd. 



Tho, as she backward cast her busie eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted. 
Over the dore thus written she did spye. 
Bee bold : she oft and oft it over-red. 
Yet could not find what sence it figured : 
But whatso were therein or writ or ment. 
She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecuting of her first intent. 
But forward with bold steps into the next roome 
went. 



Ll. 



Much fayrer then the former was that roome, 
And ricluier, by many partes, unjd ; 
For not with arras made in painerall loome. 
But with pure gold it all was overlayd. 
Wrought with wilde antickes which their follies playd 
In the rich metall, as they living were : 
A thousand monstrous formes therein were made. 
Such as falsiB Love doth oft upon him weare ; 
For love in thousand monstrous formes doth oft 
appeare. 

Ln. 

And, all about, the glistring walles were hong 
With warlike spoiles and with victorious prayes 
Of mightie conquerours and captaines strong. 
Which were whil6me captived in their dayes 
To cruell love, md wrought their owne decayes : 
Their swerds and speres were broke, and hauberques 

rent. 
And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 
Troden in dust with fury insolent. 
To shew the victors might and merciless intent. 

ixa. 

The warlike mayd, beholding earnestly 
The goodly ordihaunce of tins rich place. 
Did greatly wonder ; ne could satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long space : 
But more she mervaild that no footings trace 
Nor wight appeard, but wastefull emptiness • 
And solemne silence over all that place : 
Straunge thing it seem'd, that none was to possesso 
So rich purveyaonce, ne them keepe with careful- 
nesse. 

LIT. 

And, as she lookt about, she did behold 
How over that same dore was likewise ivrit. 
Be bolde, b€ bolde, and every where. Be bold ; 
That much she muz'd, yet could not construe it 
By any ridling skill or commune wit. 
At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ. 
Be not too bold ; whereto though she did bend 
Her earnest minde, yet wist not what it mighi in - 
tend. 



LV. 

Thus she there wayted untill eventyde. 
Yet living creature none she saw appeare. 
And now sad shadowes gan the world to hyde 
From mortall vew, and wrap in darkenes drearo ; 
Yet nould she d'off her weary armes, for feare 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse 
Her heavy eyes with natures burdem deare. 
But drew herselfe aside in sickemesse. 
And her welpointed wepons did about her dresse. 




The niuslie of Cupid, and Ch' enchsa] 
ted chambei ore diaplnjd : 

Wlience BriWmart redoomas faira A 
moret through charmos decayd. 



. n-henaa oheueleBae niglil yeorend had 
Tayie Leaven with an uDiTersil! olowd, 
That evBt7 wight dismiyd with daikenes sad 
In sileucfl asd in aleepB ihemselres did shrowd, 
She heard a ahrillin^ trampet aonnd alond, 
Signe of nigh baitail!, or KOt victory ; 
Kought therewith daunted was her coursge prowd 
But rattiec slird lo ciuell enmity, 
' Expectii^ ever wheo Hizna foe she miglit desciy. 



I 



WitL that, on hideous storme of windo aroaa, 
^Vith dresdfull thunder and lightning atwixt. 
And an earthquake, as if it itrei|;ht would low 
The worlds foundations Iroia his centre £it ; 
A direfull stench of amoke and aulphuro iniil 
Eneewd, whose Doyaunce fild thefearcfuU atsd 
From the fourth bowre of night uutill ttje sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesae was noagbl jdred. 
Thoughmuohei 



,hutstedfa3tstiU prrs^vered. 



.A1T Huddeinly a stonnj' whirlwind blew 
Throughout the bouse, that atapped every dore, 
With which that yron wiciei open flew, 
Ab it with mighty levers had bene tore; 
And forth yssowd, as on the readia flore 
Of some the&tro, a gra™ personage 
That in his hand a bmunoh of luurall bore, 
With comely baTeoni and aonnt'nooce B»ge, 
Vchid in costly garmenta fit for tragicke stage. 



Proceeding to tlie midst he atil did stand, 
Aa if in minde bo somewhat bad to sny i 
And to the Tulgare beckning with his hand, 
In signe of silunco, as to hears a pluy. 
By lii-ely acdona he gan bewray 
8ome ailment of matter passioned ; 
Whioh doen, be baeke rotyred soft away. 
And passing by, hia name discovered. 
Ease, on his robe in golden letters cyphered. 



The noble mayd still standing all Ibis veu 

With (hat a ioyons fellowship issewd 
or luinstralea making goodly merttnetit. 
With wanton baidea. and rymers iznpudeu 
All which together aon^; full cheonilitlly 
A by of lores doligbt with sweet ciinc«nl 

_. After whom niarchi a iolly cotnnany. 

Lin numoer of u ouiule, enranged orderly. 



In full straooee 
That Hie rare aw 
The feeble sauce 
And the frayb 



us hannony 
a sweetly heard 
■Btnesaa of the melody 
. wholv did confound. 



That their report did far array rebound ; 
And, when they ceaat, it gan againe to play, 
llie wbilea the maskers marched forth in trim ai 



The first was Fsnsy, like a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beautie without peare, 
Matchable iiilher to that ympe of Troy, 
Whom love did love and ohose bis cup (a bear 
Or that same diintie lad, which was so drore 
" Alddsa, that, wlienas he dyde. 






He wailed womanlike will 
Ande' 
ifill 

His garment neither was of eilke not say, 

But psynted plumes in goodly order dighc. 

Like aa the sunbumt Indians do aray 

Their tawney bodies in their proudest plight : 

As those same plumes, so seemd beTaine and 

That by bis gate might easily appeore ; 

For still he jar'd as dauncing in delight. 

And in bis band a windy (an did bouie, 

That in the ydle ayia he mov'dstill here and tliea; 



And gave him being, commune to them twayn 
His garment was disguyaed very vayne, 
And hia embrodered honet aat awry : 

both bis bauds few sparks heclosedidcti 



did fly. 



. after him 



Doubt, who was yclad 
In a disoolour'd cole of straungo diaguyae. 
That at bis bioke a brode capuocio had, 
And sleeves dependaunt Altfflneae-wyse ; 
He lookc askew with hi* nuatinatfull eyes, 
And nyoely irode, as ihomes lay in liia way, 
Or that the flore lo ahrinke lie did avyse ; 
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XI. 

With him went Dann^er, cloth'd in ragged weed 
Made of beares skin, uiat him more dreadfull made ', 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straunge horrour to defonne his griesly shade : 
A net in th' one hand, and a rusty blade 
In th' other was ; this Mischiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th' one his foes he threatned to invade. 
With th' other he his friends ment to enwrap : 
For whom he could not kill he practizd to entrap. 



xn. 

Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to toe. 
Yet thought himselfe not safe enough mereby. 
But feard each shadow moving to or froe ; 
And, his owne armes when glittering he did spy 
Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly. 
As ashes pale of hew, and winged heeld ; 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye. 
Gainst whom he alwayes bent a brasen shield, 
Which his right hand unarmed fearefully did wield. 

xin. 

With bim went Hope in rancke, a handsome mayd. 

Of chearefull looke and lovely to behold ; 

In silken samite she was light arayd. 

And her ££13^:0 lockes were woven up in gold : 

She alway smyld, and in her hand did hold 

An holy-water-sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 

With which she sprinckled favours manifold 

On whom she list, and did great liking sheowe. 

Great liking unto many, but trae love to feowe. 



XIV. 

And after them Dissemblaunce and Snspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For she was gentle and of milde aspect. 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire. 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but paynted and purloyned, [haire ; 
And her bright browea were deckt with borrowed 
Her deeds were forged, and her words false coynd. 
And alwaies in her hand two clewes of silke she 
twynd : 

XV. 

But he was fowle, ill favoured, and grim. 
Under his eiebrowes looking still askaunce ; 
And ever, as Dissemblaunce laught on him. 
Her lowrd on her with daungerous eye-glaunce. 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place, 
But walkte each where for feare of hid mischaunce. 
Holding a lattis still before his face. 
Through which hestil did peep as forward he did 
pace. 

xvr. 

Next him went Griefe and Fury matcht yfere ; 

Griefe all in sable sorrowfully clad, 

Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere. 

Yet inly being more then seeming sad : 

A paire of pincers in his hand he had. 

With which he pinched people to the hart, 

That from thenceforth a wretched life they ladd. 

In willfull languor and consuming smart. 

Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours dart. 



Jim. 

But Fury was full ill appai^iled 
In rags, that naked nigh she did appeare. 
With ghastly looks and dreadfull drarihed ; 
And from her backe her garments she did teare. 
And from her head ofte rente her snarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand shee did tosse 
About hor head, still roaming here and there ; 
As a dismayed deare in chace embost, 
ForgetfiiU of his safety, hath his right way lo3t. 

xvm. 

Af%er them went Displeasure and Pleasaunce, 

He looking lompish and full sullein sad. 

And hanging downe his heavy countenaunce ; 

She chearfiill, fresh, and full of ioyaunce glad. 

As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 

That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 

An angry waspe th' one in a viall had, 

Th' other in bera an bony lady-bee. 

Thus marched these six couples forth in faire degree. 

XIX. 

After all these there marcht a most faire dame. 
Led of two grysie villeins, th' one Despight, 
The other cleped Cruelty by name : 
She dolefull lady, like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong charmes out of etemall night, 
Had Deatbes own ymage figurd in her face, 
Full of sad signes, fearfriU to living sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seemely grace, 
And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 



XX. 

Her brest all naked, as nett jrvory 
Without adorhe of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O rueful! sight !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene. 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be seene. 
That dyde in sanguine red her skin all snowy cleene : 

XXI. 

At that wide orifice her trembling hart 
Was drawne forth, and in silver basin layd, 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart. 
And in her blood yet steeming fresh embayd. 
And those two villeins (which her steps upstayd, 
When her weake feete could scarcely her sustaine. 
And fading vitall powres gan to fade,) 
Her forward still with torture did constraine. 
And evermore encreased her consuming paine. 

XXII. 

Next after her, the winged god himselfe 
Came riding on a lion ravenous. 
Taught to obay the menage of that elfe 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdome tyrannous : 
His blindfold eies he bad avvhile unbinde. 
That his proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Fair dame he might behold in perfect kinde ; 
Which seene, he much reioyced in his cruell minde 
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xxm. 



Of wbicb fal prowd) himselfe uprearing hye 

He looked round about with steme disdajne, 

And did surva^ his goodly company ; 

And. marshalling the evil-ordered trayne» 

Witb that the darta which his right hand did sttaine 

Full dreadfully he shooke, that all did quake. 

And clapt on nye his coulourd winges twaine. 

That all his many it affraide did make : 

Tho, blinding him againe, his wi^ he forth did take. 



XXIV. 

Bebinde him was Heprocb, Repentaunce, Shame ; 
Heproch the first, Shame next. Repent behinde • 
Repentaunce feeble, sorrowfull, and lame ; 
Reprocb despightful, carelesse, and unkinde ; 
Shame most lU-fiivourd, bestiaU, and blinde : 
Sbame lowrd, Repentaunce sighd,Reprocbdid seonld; 
Re]Nroch sharpe stingpi,Repentaunce whips entwinde. 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 
All three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould. 

XXV. 

And af^er them a rude confused rout 

Of persons dockt, whose names is hard to read t 

Emongst them was steme Strife ; and Anger stout ; 

Unquiet Care ; and fond Unthriffyhead ; 

Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow seeming dead ; 

Inconstant Chaunge; and false Disloyalty ; 

Consuming Riotise ; and guilty Dread 

Of heavenly Vengeaunce ; fiunt Infirmi^ ; 

Vile Poverty ', and, lastly. Death with mfiuny. 

XXVI. 

There were full many moe hke maladies. 

Whose names and natures 1 note readen well ; 

So jv^xky moe, as there be phantasies 

In f/AVdring wemens witt, that none can tell. 

Or paines in love, or punishments in hell : 

All which di ^guized marcht in masking-wise 

About the chiumber by the damozell : 

And then returned, having marched thrise, 

Into the inner rowme from whence they first did lise. 

xxvii. 

So soone as they were in, tbe dore streightway 

Fast locked, driven with that stormy blast 

Which first it opened, and bore all away. 

Then the brave maid, which al this while was plast 

In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 

Issewed forth and went unto the dore 

To enter in, but fownd it locked fast : 

In vaine she thought with rigorous uprore 

For to effbrce, whencharmes had closed it afore. 

XXVIU. 

Where force might not availe, there sleights and art 
She cast to Use, both fitt for hard emprize : 
Forthy from that same rowrae not to depart 
Till morrow next shee did herselfe avize. 
When thai same maske a^aine should forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with iouyous cheare. 
Calling men to their daily exercize : 
Then she, as morrow fresh, herselfe did reare 
Out of her secret s^atd that day for t ^ outweore. 



XXIX. 






All that day she outwore in wandering 

And gazing on that chambers ornament, 

Till Uiatagaine the second evening 

Her covered with her sable vestiment. 

Wherewith the worlds fiure beautie she hath blent : 

Then, when the second watch was almost past. 

That brasen dore flew open, and in went 

Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast. 

Nether of ydle showes nor of &lse charmes aghast 

XX x« 

So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
Shoe cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without. 
But lo ! they streight were vanisht all and some , 
Ne living wight she saw in all that roome. 
Save that same woefuU lady ; both whose hands 
W«re bounden fast, that did her ill become, 
And her small waste gpirt rownd with yron bands 
Unto a brasen pilloiir, by the which slie stands. 

XXXI. 

And, her before, the vile enchaunter nte, 

Figuring atraunge char6<rt«i^ of his art ; 

With living blood be those characters wrate, 

Dreadfully dropping from her dying hart. 

Seeming transfixed with a cruel! dart^ 

And all perforce to make her him to love. 

Ah ! who can love the worker of her smart ! 

A thousand charmes he formerly did prove ; 

Yet thousand chtnaes could not her stedCast haiT 



remove. 



zzxit. 



Soon as that virgin knight he saw in place. 

His vncked bookes in out he overthrew. 

Not caring his long laboiics to deface ; 

And, fiercely running to that hdv trew, 

A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew, 

The which he thought, for viUeinous despight, 

In her tormented bodie to embrew : 

But the stout damzell to him leaping light 

His cursed hand withheld, and maistered his might 

xxxni. 

From her, to whom his fury first be ment, 
The wicked weapon rashly he did wrest. 
And, turning to herselfe his fell intent, 
Un wares it strooke into her snowie chest. 
That litle drops empurpled her faire brest 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothing deepe imprest. 
And fiercely ^rth her mortal! blade she drew. 
To give him the reward for such vile outrage dew. 

XXXIV. 

So mightily she smote him, that to ground 

He fell halfedead ; next stroke him should have sldine. 

Had not the lady, which by him stood bound, 

Demly unto her called to abstaine 

From doing him to dy ; for else her paine 

Should be rem^dilesse ; sith none but hee 

Which wrought it could the same recure i gaine. 

Therewith ahe stayd her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 

For life she him euvyde, and long'd revenge to see 
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zxxv. 

And to him said ; " Thou wicked man, whose meed 

For so huge mischiefe and vile villany 

Is death, or if that ought doe deatli exceed ; 

Be sure that nought may save thee from to dy 

But if that thou this dame do presently 

B^store unto her health and former state ; 

This doe, and live ; els dye undoubtedly.' 

He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late, 

Did yield himselfe right willing to prolong his date : 

ZXXVI. 

And rising up gan streight to over-looke 

Those cursed leaves, his charmes back to reverse : 

Full dreadfull thinges out of that balefull booke 

He red, and measur'd many a sad verse. 

That horrour gan the virgins hart to perse. 

And her faire locks up stared stiffe on end. 

Hearing him those same bloody lynes reherse ; 

And, all the while he red, she did extend 

Her sword high over him, if ought he did offend. 

xxxvu. 

Anon she gan perceive the house to quake. 
And all the dores to rattle round about ; 
Yet all that did not her dismaied make. 
Nor slack her threatfull hand for daungers dout. 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet what end would come of all : 
At last thatmightie chaine, which round about 
Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fall. 
And that great brasen pillour broke in peeces smalL 

xxxvin. 

The cruell Steele, which thrild her dying hart. 

Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord ; 

And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart 

Her bleeding brest and riven bowels gor*d. 

Was closed up as it had not beene sor'd ; 

And every part to safety full sownd. 

As she were never hurt, was soone restord : 

1'ho, when she felt herselfe to be unbownd 

And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the grownd; 

XXXIX. 

BefoM faire Britomart she fell prostrdte. 
Saying ; " Ah ! noble knight, wjiat worthy meede 
Can wretched lady, quitt from wofuU state. 
Yield you in lieu of this your gracious deed ? 
Your yertue selfe her owne reward shall breed. 
Even immortall prayse and glory wyde. 
Which I your vassal!, by your prowesse freed. 
Shall through the world make to be notifyde. 
And goodljr well advaunce that goodly well was 
iryiie. 



XL. 

But Britomart, uprearing her from grownd, 
Said ; " Gentle dame, reward enough 1 weene, 
For many labours more than I have found. 
This, that in eafetie now 1 have you seene, 
And meane of your deliverance have beene : 
Henceforth, faire lady, comfort to you take. 
And put away remembrance of late teene ; 
Insted thereof, know that your loving make 
Hath no lesse -griefe endurod for your gentle sake." 

XLI. 

She much was cbeard to heare him mentiond. 
Whom of all living wightes she loved best. 
Then laid the noble championesse strong bond 
Upon th' enchaunter which had her distrest 
So sore, and with foule outrages opprest : 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous lady prisoner now relest, 
Himselfe she bound, more worthy to be so. 
And captive with her led to wretchednesse and wo 

zui. 

Returning back, those goodly rowmes which erst 
She saw so rich and royally arayd. 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subverst 
She found, and all ueir glory quite decayd ', 
That sight of such a chaunge her much dismayd. 
Thence forth descending to that perlous porch. 
Those dreadfull flames she also found delayd 
And quenched quite like a consumed torch, 
lliat erst all entrers won, so cruelly to scorch. 

XLUX. 

More easie issew now then entrance late 

She found; for now that fained dreadfull flame. 

Which chokt the porch of that enchaunted gate 

And passage bard to all that thither came 

Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same. 

And gave her leave at pleasure forth to passe. 

Th* enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did frame 

To have efforst the love of that faire lasse. 

Seeing his worke now wasted, deepe engrieved wasb 

ZLIV. 

But when the victoresse arrived there 
Where late she left the pensile Scudamore 
With her own trusty squire, both ftiU of feare. 
Neither of them she found where she them lore : 
Thereat her noble hart was stenisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she before 
Conceived had, to see her own deare knight. 
Being thereof beguy Id, was fild wih new affright. 



XLV. 

But he, sad man, when he had long in drede 
Awayted there for Britomarts returne. 
Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed. 
His expectation to despaire did tume, 
Misdeeming sure that her those flames did burue ; 
And therefore gan advize with her old squire. 
Who her deare nourslings losse no lesse did mourne. 
Thence to depart for further aide t' enquire : 
Where let them wend ut will, wLilest here 1 doe 
respire. 
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THE FOURTH BOOKE 



OF 



THE FAERIE QUEENE, 



COMTATinilO 



THE LEGEND OF CAMBEL AND TRIAMOND, OR OF FRIENDSHIP 



I. 

The mgeed forbead, that with mre foresight 
Welds Kingdomes causes and alaires of state. 
My looser rimes, I wote, dotfa sharply wite 
For praising lore as I have done ot late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By whicn fraOe yonth is oft of folHe led, 
Tnrongh false allnrement of that pleasing baite, 
That better were in vertnes discipled. 
Then with vaine poemes weeds to have their fancies 
fed. 

Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 

Ne in their frosen hearts feele kindly flame : 

Forthy they ought not thing unknowne reprove, 

Ne naturaU a£fection faultlesse blame 

For fault of few that have abusd the same : 

For it of honor and all vertue is 

The roote, and brings forth glorious flowres of fame. 

That crowne true lovers wim iromortall blis, 

The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 



in. 



Which whoso list looke backe to former ages. 

And call to count the things that then were donne. 

Shall find that all the workes of those wise sages. 

And brave exploits which great heroes wonne. 

In love were either ended or begunne : 

Witnesse the fkther of Philosopbie, 

Which to his Critias, shaded oft from sunne. 

Of love full manie lessons did apply. 

The which these stoicke censours cannot well deny. 



IV. 

To such therefore I do not sing at all ; 
But to that sacred saint my soveraigne queene 
In whose chast brest all bountie naturall 
And treasures of true love enlocked beene, 
Bove all her sexe that ever yet was seene ; 
To her I sing of love, that loveth best. 
And best is lov'd of all alive I weene ; 
To her this song, most fitly is addrest, 
The Queene of Love, and rrince of Peace from hea- 
ven blest. 



V. 



Which that she may the better deigne to heare. 

Do thou, dread infant, Venus deaning dove, 

From her high spirit chase imperious feare. 

And use of awfull maiestie remove : 

Insted thereof with drops of melting love, 

Deawd with ambroeiall kisses, by &ee gotten 

From thy sweete-smyling mother from above, 

Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage soften. 

That she may hearln to love, and reade this lesson often. 
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CANTO I. 

Fayre Britomart saves Amoret : 

Duessa discord breedes 
Twixt Scudamour and Blandamoar 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 



Of lovers sad calamities of old 

Full many piteous stories doe remaine. 

But none more piteous ever was jrtold 

Then that of Amorets hart-binding chaine, 

And this of Florimels unworthio paine : 

The deare compassion of whose bitter fit 

My softned heart so sorehr doth constraine» 

That I with tearea full on doe pittie it. 

And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ* 

n. 

For, from the time that Scudamour her bought 

In perilous fight, she never ioyed day ; 

A perilous fight ! when he with force her brought 

From twentie knights that did him all assay ; 

Yet fairely well he did them all dismay, 

And with great p^lorie both the shield of Love 

And eke the ladie selfe he brought away ; 

Whom having wedded, as did him behove, 

A new unknowen mischiefe did from him remove. 



in. 

For that same vile enchauntour Busyran, 
The very selfe same day that she was wedded, 
Amidst the bridale feast, whilest every man 
Surcharged with wine were heedlesse and ill-hedded. 
All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded. 
Brought in that mask of love which late was showen ; 
And there the ladie ill of friends bestedded. 
By way of sport, as ofl in maskes is knowen. 
Conveyed quite away to living wight unknowen. 

rv. 

Seven moneths he so her kept in bitter smart; 
Because his sinfuU lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart 
B«Ieased her, that else was like to sterve 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve : 
And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did od assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray. 

V. 

Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and demeanure daint. 
That each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefiill was and faint 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint. 
That everie word did tremble as she spake. 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint, 
And everie limbe that touched her did quake ; 
Vet should she not but curteous countenance to her 
make. 



VI. 

For well she wist, as true it was indeed. 

That her live's lord and patrone of her health 

Right well deserved, as his duefull meed. 

Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 

All is bis iustly that all freely deal*th. 

Nathlesse her nonor dearer then her life 

She sought to save, as thine reserv'd from stealth ; 

Die had she lever with encnanters Imife 

Then to be false in love, profest a virgine wife. 



vn. 

Thereto her feare was made so much the greater 

Through fine abusion of that Briton mayd ; 

Who, for to hide her fained sex the better 

And maske her wounded mind, both did and sayd 

Full many things so doubtfuU to be wayd. 

That well she wist not what by them to gesse : 

For otherwhiles to her she purpos made 

Of love, and otherwhiles of^ lustfulnesse. 

That much she feard his mind would grow to some 



excesse. 



vni. 



His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 

To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 

And much the more, by that he lately wrought. 

When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed. 

For which no service she too much esteemed : 

Yet dread of shame and doubt of fowle dishonor 

Made her not yeeld so much as due she deemed. 

Yet Britomart attended duly on her. 

As weU became a knight, and did to her all honor. 



iz. 

It so befell one evening that they came 
Unto a castell, lodged tiiere to bee. 
Where many a knight, and many a lovely dame. 
Was then assembled deeds of arme^ to see : 
Amongst all which was none more faire then shee. 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that hee, 
Which had no love nor lemman there in store. 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore. 



Amongst the rest there was a ioUy knight. 

Who, being asked for his love, avow'd 

That fairest Amoret was his by right, 

And offi-ed that to iustifie alowd. 

llie warlike virgine, seeing his so prowd 

And boastfuU chalenge, wexed inlie wroth, 

But for the present did her anger shrowd ; 

And sayd, her love to lose she was full loth,. 

But either he should neither of them have, or both. 



tsa 



THE FAKRIE QUEENE. 



[Book IV 



XI. 

So foorth they went, and booth together giusted ; 
But that same younker soone was overthrown^. 
And mode repent that he had rashly lusted 
For thing unlawfuU that was not his owne : 
Yet since he seemed valiant, though unknowne. 
She, that no lesse was courteous then stout. 
Cast how to salre, that both the custome showne 
Were kept, and yet that knight not locked out ; 
lliat seem'd full hard t'accord two things so fiur in 
dout. 

xn. 

The seneschall was cal'd to deeme the right ; 
Whom she required, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allowed, as to a knight 
That did her win and free from chalenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded without let : 
Then, since that strange knights lore from him was 
She claim 'd that to herselfe, as ladies det, [quitted. 
He as a knight might iustly be admitted ; 
So none should be outshut, sith all of loves were fitted. 



xm. 

With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Which doft, her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night. 
What time the dayes with scorching heat abound, 
Is creasted all with lines of firie light. 
That it prodigious seemes in common peoples sight. 

XIV. 

Such, when those knights and ladies all about 

Beheld her, all were with amazement smit. 

And every one gan grow in secret dout 

Of this and that, according to each wit : 

Some thought that some enchantment faygned it : 

Some, that Bellona in that warlike wise 

To them appear'd. with shield and armour fit ; 

Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 

So diversely each one did sundrie aoubts devise. 

XV. 

But that youn^ knight, which through her gentle deed 
Was to that goodly fellowship restor'd, 
Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed. 
And, doubly overcommen, her ador'd : 
So did they all their former strife accord ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare, 
More franke affection did to her aflbrd ; 
And to her bed, which she was wont forbeare, 
Now freely drew, and found right safe assurance 
theare: 

XVII. 

Where all that night they of their loves did treat. 
And hard adventures, twixt themselves alone, 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefull pittie privately bemone. 
The morow next, so soone as Titan shone, 
ITiey both uprose, and to their waies them dight : 
Long wandred they, yet never met with none 
That to their willes could them direct aright. 
Or to them tydings tell thai mote their harts delight. 



xvn. 

Lo thus they rode, till at the last they spide 
Two armed knights that toward them did pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his side 
A ladie, seeming in so farre a space ; 
But ladies none they were, alb€« in face 
And outward shew faire semblance they did beare ; 
For, under maske of beautie and good grace 
Vile treason and fowle falshood hidden were. 
That mote to none but to the warie wise appeare. 



xvin. 
The one of them the false Duessa hight. 
That now had chang'd her former wonted hew ; 
For she could d'on so manie shapes in sight. 
As ever could cameleon colours new ; 
So could she forge all colours, save the trew : 
The other no whit better was then shee, 
But that, such as she was, she plaine did shew ; 
Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might bee. 
And da^ly more offensive unto each degree : 

XIX. 

Her name was Ate, mother of debate 
And all dissention which doth dayly grow 
Amongst fraile men, that many a pubiike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her fidse Duessa, who full well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble knights 
Which bunt for honor, raised from below 
Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights. 
Where she in darlmes wastes her cursed daies and 
nig^ta. 

XX. 

Hard by the grates of bell her dwelling is ; 
There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men that walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delve &rre under ground. 
With thomes and barren brakes environd round. 
That none the same may easily out win ; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found. 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord harder is to end then to begin. 



XXI. 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times forepast. 
All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rent robes and broken scepters plast ; 
Altars def^ld, and holy things defast ; 
Disshivered speares, and shields jrtome in twaine ; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast : 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 
Of all which ruines there some relicks did remaine. 



XXII. 

There was the signe of antique Babylon j 

Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 

Of sacred Salem ; and sad Ilion. 

For memorie of which on high there hong 

I'he golden apple, cause of all their wrong. 

For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 

There also was the aame of Nimrod strong ; 

Of Alexander, and his princes five 

Which shar'd to them the spoilos that he had got alive : 
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XXIII. 

And there the relicks of the drunken (ray. 
The which amongst the Lapithees befell : 
And of the bloodie feast* which sent away 
So many centaures drunken soules to hell. 
That under great Alcides furie fell : 
And of the areadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell, 
lliat each of life sought others to deprive, 
All mindlesse of the goldeen fleece, which made 
them strive. 

ZXIV. 

And eke of private persons many moe, 
lliat were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends tbat did their faith forgoe ; 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall : 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be seene. 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres despoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene. 
As plaine as at the first when uiey were fresh and 
greene* 

XXV. 

Such was her house within ; but all without. 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes. 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about. 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes. 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they growen arre. 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre. 
The whieh most often end in bloudshed and in warre. 

XXVI. 

And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For life it is to her, when others eterve 
Through mischievous debate and detidly feood. 
That Ae may sucke their life and drinke their blood, 
With which she from her childhood had bene fed : 
For she at first was borne of hellish brood, 
And by infemall furies nourished ; 
That by her monstrous shape might easily be red. 

XX vu. 

Her face most fowie and filthy was to see. 
With squinted eyes contrfirie wayes intended. 
And loathly moimi, unmeete a mouth too bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended. 
And wicked wordes that God and man ofiended : 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided. 
And Doth the parts did speake, and both contended ; 
And as her tongue so was her hart discided. 
That never thought one thing, but doubly stil was 
guided. 

XX vm. 

Als a9 she double spake, so heard she double, 
\Vith matchlesse eares deformed and distort, 
Fild with false rumors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 
I'hat still are led with every light report : 
And as her eares, so eke her feet were odde, 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other short. 
And both misplast ; that, when th* one forward yode, 
The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 



KXIX. 



Likewise unequall were her handes twaine ; 
I'hat one did reach, the other pusht away ; 
That one did make, the other mard againe. 
And sought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby gpreat riches, gathered manie a aay. 
She in short space did often bring to nought. 
And their possessours often did dismay : 
For all her studie was and all her thought 
How she might overthrow the things that Concord 
wrought. 

XXX. 

So much her malice did her might surpas. 
That even th' Almightie selfe she did maligne. 
Because to man so mercifidl he was. 
And unto all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith she herselfe was of his grace mdigne : 
For all this worlds faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last confusion to bring. 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide, 
With which it blessed Concord hath together tide. 

XXXI. 

Such was that hag, which with Duessa roade ; 

And, serving her in her maHtious use 

To hurt good knights, was, as it were, her baude 

Te sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 

For though, like withered tree that wanteth iuyee. 

She old and crooked were, yet now of late 

As fresh and fragment as the floure-deluce 

She was become, by chaunge of her estate. 

And made full goodly ioyance to her new-found 



mate: 



xxxn. 



Her mate, he was a iollie youthfull knight 

'J hat bore great sway in armes and chivalrie. 

And was indeed a man of mickle might ; 

His name was Blandamour, that did descrie 

His fickle mind full of inconstancie : 

And now himselfe he fitted had right well 

With two companions of like qualitie, 

Faithlesse Duessa, and fa\se Paridell, 

That whether were more false, full hard it is to tell 

xxxni. 

Now when this gallant with his goodly crew 
From farre espide the famous Bntomart, 
Like knight adventurous in outward vew. 
With his faire paragon, his conquests part, 
Approching nigh ; efltsoones his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, and iesting sayd ; 
" Lo ! there. Sir Paridel, for your desart, 
Good lucke presents you with yond lovely mayd , 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

XXXIV. 

By that the lovely paire drew nigh to bond : 

Whom whenas Paridel more plaine beheld, 

Albee in heart he like afiection fond. 

Yet mindfull how he late by one was feld 

That did those armes and that same scutchion weld, 

He had small lust to buy his love so deare. 

But answered ; " Sir, him wise I never held. 

That, having once escaped perill neare. 

Would i>^<^erwards afresh the sleeping evill reare. 
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This kuight too late bia manhood and iii> might 
I did assay , ibit me right dearel; float ; 
Nb list 1 [at reveDge proToke new figlit, 
Ne Tot light ladiea lore, that soone is lost." 
The hol-ii>urTB youth ao Bcoraing to bo trost. 
" Taks tlion to you thia damn of mine," quoUi hee, 
" And I, ivithoQl your peril! or your oost, 
Will chalangs yond saroa other for my fee." 
S« forth La Beroely piickt, that oae him acacce could 



ne warlike Britonesse her aoone addreat. 
And with such vncontb welcome did ri^cearo 

fayned paramour, her forced gueal, 
That, bBioe forst hia saddle soone to leave, 
Himselfe he did of his Dew love deceave ; 
And made hiiDselie ll>' enaatnple of his follie. 
Which done, she pasied forth, not taking leave, 



^ Which w 
■ They to 1 
■;WGnd 
^V Tbpy real 
V Till on hi 
^ And all tl 



when his other companie beheld, 
They to hia succour ran »ith readie avd ; 
And, finding him unable once to weld, 
Tbpy reared him on horBB-backe an"" upatayd, 
""' on hia way Ihe^ had bim forth eonvayd : 

all the way, with wondrous griefe of mynd 
And shame, he ahewd himselfe to he dismayd 
More for the b»e which he had left hehynd, 
Then that wiiioh ha had to Sir Paride! resynd. 



i 



NathUsse ho forth did march, well as he might. 
And made good senibluioe to hia oompanie, 
Disaembling bis disease and evill pUght; 
Till that ere lon^ they channced to espie 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply 
Wilh speedie course, as bent to charge them new : 
Whom whenas Blandamour approchiiig nie 
"erceiT'd to be such as they aeemd ia vew, 
e was fidl vroj and gan his former ^riefe renew. 



Tor Ih' one of them be perfejtly descride 
To be Sir Seiidamour, ^hy that he bore 
The god of love with wmgs displayed wide,) 
Whom mortally he holed e- 



Both for 1 



orth, thatalim 



I Which when be thought, it grieved him ui 
That, through the bruaea of hia former fight. 
He now onahle was to nreake bis old despiglit, 
forthy he Ihas to Paridel beapako : 
" Faite Sir, of friendship let me now yon pray, 
That as I late adventured for your sake. 
The buna whereof me now from battell stay, 
Ye will me now with like good tume repay, 
And iuatifie my cause on yonder knight" 
"Ah ! Sir," asid Paridel, " do not dismay 
Vourselfe for this i mjselfe will for you fight, 
Aa ye have done for me : The left hand rubs H 



With that he put bis spurres unto his steed. 
With apeara ia rest, and Inward him did fare, 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing speed. 
But Scudamour was shorlly well aware 
Of bis approeb, and gon himselfe prepare 

So furiously they met, that either bare 

lite other downe under their horses feete. 

That what of them became themsalvea did acarsli 



Forribly driven with centr^rie tydea. 
Do meete toi^ether, each abacke rebownd< 
With roaring rage ; and daabing on all si 



And, mouutinglighl, hisfoe for lying long upbmyeiJ 



ileasB of I 
Till that the rest him seeing he on ground 
Rsa hastily, to weete what did him ayle : 
Where finding ihst the breath gan him to ftjle, 
With busie care they strove him to awake, 
And deft his helmet, and undid his mayle : 
So much they did, that at ilie last tbey brake 
His alomber, yet so maied that he nofbing spake. 



Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 
•' Falae fiiiiour Scudamour, that bast by slight 
And foule advantage thia good knight dismayd, 
A kni^Iit much batter then tbyselfa behight, 
Well 61ies it thee that I am not in plight 
This day, to vrreake the dammage by thee donne' 
Such is thy wont, that still when any knight 
la weakned, then thou doe st biia overronne ^ ' 
3o haat thou to thyaelfe false hanonr often womit 



mightie i 



mly heart 






Thereof did in hia frouning face anpeare ; 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which da<h beats 
An hideous storme, is by the norlheme blast 
Quito overblowne, yet doth not paase so olear« 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 
With darknoa dred, and ihrealens all the world to vn 



" AhT gentle knight," then false Duessa aayd, 
" Why do ye strive for ladies love so aore, 
Whaae chiefe desire is love and friendly ^ 
Mongst gentle knigbta to nourish avermora 1 
Ne he ye wroth. Sir Scndamour, fherefdre. 
That she ynur love list love another knight, 
Ne do yoursolfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led viilh Belfe-delight," 
Ne will enforced be with maiaierdome or mirht.' 
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zLvn. 

So false Duessa : but rile Ate thus ; 

" Both foolish knights, I can but laugh at both. 

That strive and storme with sdrre outrageous 

For her, that each of you alike doth loth, 

And loves another, with whom now she go'th 

In lovely wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes ; 

Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 

Sweare she is yours, and stirre up bloudie frayes. 

To win a wiUow bough, whilest other weares the 



XLYIII. 



Id, 



" Vile hag," sayd Scudamour, " why dost thou lye. 
And falsly seekst a virtuous wight to shame Y* 
** Fond knight," sayd she, "the thing that with this 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ?" [eye 
** Then tell," quoth BlanJamour, " andfearenoblame; 
TeU what thou saw'st, maulgre whoso it heares." 
" I«aw," quoth she, " a straunger knight, whose name 
I wote not well, but in his shield be beares 
(That well I wote) the heads of many brdcen speares ; 

zuz. 

" I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
r saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
L saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All, manie nights ; and manie by in place 
That present were to testifie the case." 
Which whenas Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild with inward griefe : as when in chace 
The Pardnan strikes a stag with shivering dart. 
The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart ; 



So stood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to speake for great dismay. 
But lookt on Gktuce grim, who woxe afeard 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee untrue she wist them by assay. 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray. 
He woxe ^oll blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And gan thereat to triumph without victorie. 



*' Lo ! recreant," sayd he, " the fruitlesse end 
Of tby vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten, 
Whereby the name of knifi^ht-hood thou dost shend. 
And all true lovers with mshonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten* 
" Fy, fy, false knight," then felse Duessa cryde, 
" Unworthy life, mat love with guile hast gotten ; 
Be thou, whereever thou do go or ryde. 
Loathed of ladies all, and of all knights defyde 1 

m. 

But Scudamour, for passing great despight. 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refraine 
But that in all those knights and ladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slaina : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine ; 
" False traitour squire, false squire of falsest knight 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abstaine. 
Whose lord hath done my love this fo^e despight ! 
Why do I not it vrreake on thee now in my might ! 



Lin. 

" Discourteous, disloyall Britomart, 
Untrue to God, and unto man uniust ! 
What vengeance due can equall thy desart. 
That hast with shamefull spot of sinfull lust' 
Defil'd the pledge committed to thy trust ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse in&my 
Colour thy name with foule reproaches rust ! 
Yet thou, Mae squire, his fault shall deare aby. 
And with thy punishment his penance sl^t supply. 

uv. 

The aged dame him seeing so enraged 

Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede required 

His flaming furie sought to have assuaged 

With sober words, that sufferance desired 

Till time the tryall of her truth ezp3rred ; 

And evermore sought Britomart to oleare : 

But he the more with furious ra^e was fyred. 

And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare. 

And thrise he drew it backe : so did at kst forbeare. 



CANTO IL 

Blandamour winnes false Florimell ; 

Paridell for her strives : 
They are accorded : Agapd 

Doth lengthen her sonnes lives. ■ 



X. 

Firebrand of hdl first tynd in Phlegeton ' 
By thousand furies, and from thence out*throwen 
Into this world to worke confusion 
And set it all on fire by force unknowen. 
Is wicked Discord; whose small sparkes once blowen 
None but a god or godlike man can slake : 
Such as was Orpheus, that, when strife was growen 
Amongst those famous ympes of Greece, did take 
His silver harpe in hand and shortly iriendes them 
make : 



n. 



Or such as that celestiall psalmist was, 
That, when the wicked feendLhis lord tormented. 
With heavenly notes, that did all other pas. 
The outrage of his furious fit relented. 
Such musicke is wise words with time concented. 
To moderate stifife mindes disposd to strive : 
Such as that prudent Romane well indented ; 
What time his people into partes did rive, 
Them reconcyld againe, and ta tiieir homes did 
drive 
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Sucli ua'H wiw Glnuci! to Otnt wniilinjU kolght, 
I'o catinu the tempest of Ilia troubled tbaugLt : 

ia at' foula ilespigbt. 

■ ■ ■ oughl. 



dell her scornd, and at 



witch, sad tlml foule Bt;ed drevill ; 



B feead, tha other on 



With whom aa thej thus rode Bccompanide, 
They were encouutred of a luatie louglit 
Thai had a goodly ladie by hia sido. 
To whom he made great dallinace and delight : 
It waa to wept the hold Sir Ferraugh hight, 
Ho that from Uraggadoehio whilome reft 
'I'he anuH'y Florimell, whose beaatie bright 
_ Made him soeme happia for so glorious ihell ; 
ue tnall but a w ' * 



lYMwaa 



a vrandiing weft. 



llVhioh whenaa Blandamour, whose fiincie light 
Was alwaies tiitliag as the wavering wind 
After each baouiie that Bppeard in sight. 
JJebeld 1 eftnoones it pricltt hia wanton mind 
With sting of lust that raaaona eye did blind, 
That lo Sir Paridell tliese worda ho Biait ! 

sent 



Biit PariiiBll. Ibal liad loo late a IryaU 
or tha bad Uaue of his counsell vune. 
List not 10 henrke, but made thia faire denyuU ; 
■' Ijiat tume waa mine, well proved to my paine ; 
This now be youra ; God send you better gaine 1" 
Whose scoffed words he taking lialfe in aaorne, 
Fierrely forth prickt his Eteed at in diadsine 
Against that knight, ere he him well co_uld toma ; 
By meanes whereof be hath him lightly overborne. 



Who, with the sudden atroke aslouishl sore, 
Uptm the ground awhile in slomber lay -, 
The whiles his lore away the other bore, 
And. ahewing her, did Paridell upbtay j 

sluggish knight, the Tiolors hapjiie pray I 
Lune ^enda the bold." Whom Paridell 
: so fairs jndeede, as he did say, 
irt with secret envie gan to awell, 
ily grudge at biui that lie hod sped ao well. 



^»B»i> 



Nalhlesae proud man himselfe the otlier deemed. 

Having so peerleaae paraxon ygol: 

For aura lite fayreat Florimell him seemed 

I'o him waa lalles for hia happia lot, 

Whoa* like alive on earth be weened not : 

Iherafare he her did court, did svrve, did wuoe, 

IVith bumblaal suit that he imsgiue moi. 

And all Ihioga did devise, and all thinga dnoe. 

That might her lore prspnra.fsd Lkin^wintheratoii. 



She, in ref^rd thereof, bin 

With golden words and goodly cf 

And suob fund dvoura sparingly dispeust : 

Sometimea htuL blessiug with a light eye-glan 

And cny lookoa tempring with loose dalliance 



That, having cast him in a foolish trtmoe. 
He aeemed bronght to bed in Paradise, 
And prov'd himself most fools in what he 



So great a mistrease of her art abe was, 

And perfectly piacti^^d in womans erat^, 

Tliat though therein biioselfe be thought to pas, 

And by this false alluremenfa wylie draft 

find thousand women of their love beralt. 

Yet now he waa aiirprii'd : for that false spright. 

Which that same witch had in lliia forme engraft. 



Waa so expert in every aubtile slight 
Thut it could Dverteaeh the wiiteat e< 



earthly wight. 



d dayly aervioe more, 
deceived was thereby ; 
1 envied ihereffire. 



Hut Ate soone disoovering hia desire, 
And Auding now fit opportunity 
1*0 stirre up strife twixt love aud spigbl ai 
Did privily put coles unto his secret lire. 



By sundry meanoa thereto ahe prickt him fnrtl 
Now with remembrauoo of those spightfull ape 



.. ..™ fnrth ; 
ightfull apeachei. 

Now with recounting of like former breaches 

Made in their frimdahip, as that hag him teach 

And ever, w hen hia passion is aUayd, 

^he it revives, anil new occBsioa reaches : 

Thiit, on a time as they ingether way'd, 

lie made him open chalenge, aud tha* boldly aayd ; 



" Too hoaatfuU Blandamour 1 too long I beare 
1'lie open wrongs thou doest ma day by dav : 
Wellkuow'si thou, wlien we friendship first did swe 
The covenant was, Iliat every spoyle or pray 
Should equally be shard bettviit as Iwsy i 
Where is my part then of tliia ladie bright. 
Whom to thyselfe thou takeat quite away ! 



Exceeding wroth thereat waa Blandamour, 

And gau this bilier anaweie to him make ; 
'- Too fooliah Paridell ! that byresi floure 

1'hiji hand her wonne, that hand shidl her defend 
With Ihat they gao their shivering speares lu abi 
And deadly pninls at eilhera breaat to bvnd, 
FurjjetfuU aaeb In hme bene ever others frmd. 
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XV. 



Their firie steedes with so untamed forse 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end, 
That both their speares with pitilesse remorse 
Through shield and mayle and haberieon did wend, 
And in their flesh a griesly passage rend. 
That with the furie of their owne afiret 
Each other horse and man to ground did send ; 
Where, lying still awhile, boA did forget 
The perilous present stownd in which their lires 
were set. 

As when two warlike brigandines at sea. 
With murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight. 
Do meete together on the watry lea. 
They sterame ech other with so fell despight, 
That with the shocke of their owne heedlesse might 
Their wooden ribs are shaken nigh asonder ; 
They which from shore behold tne dreadfuU sight 
Of flashing fire, and heare the ordenance thonder. 
Do greatly stand amaz'd at such unwonted wonder. 

XVIT. 

At length they both upstarted in amaze, 
As men awaked rashly out of dreme. 
And round about themselves a while did gaze ; 
Till seeing her, that Florimell did seme. 
In doubt to whom she rictorie should deeme. 
Therewith their dulled sprights they edgd anew. 
And, drawing both their swords with rage extreme, 
Like two mad mastiffes each on other flew. 
And shields did share, and mailes did rash, and 
helmes did hew. 

XVIII. 

So furiously each other did assayle. 
As if their soules they would attonce hare rent 
Out of their brests, that streames of bloud did rayle 
Adowne, as if their springs of life were spent ; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was sprent. 
And all their armours staynd with bloudie gore ; 
Yet scarcely once to breath would they relent| 
So mortall was their malice and so sore 
Become, of fayned friendship which they vow'd afore. 



XIX. 

And that which is for ladies most befiiting. 
To stint all strife, and foster friendly peace. 
Was from those dames so fS&rre and so unfitting. 
As that, instead of praying them surcease. 
They did much more dieir cruelty encrease ; 
Bidding them fight for honour ot their love. 
And rather die then ladies cause reiease : [move. 
With which vaine termes so much they did them 
That both resolv'd the la«t extremities to prove. 

XX. 

There they, I weene, would fight untill this day. 
Had not a squire, even he the squire of dames. 
By great adventure travelled that way ; 
Who seeing both bent to so bloudy games. 
And both of old well knowing by their names. 
Drew nigh, to weete the cause of their debate : 
And first laide on those ladies thousand blames. 
That did not seeke t' appease their deadly hate. 
But gazed on their barmes not pittying their estate • 



XXI. 



And then those knights he humbly did beseech 
To stay their hands, till he awhile had spoken : 
Who lookt a little up at that his speech. 
Yet would not let their battell so be broken. 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken. 
Yet he to them so earnestly did call. 
And them coniur'd by some well knowen token, 
That they at last their wrothfiiU hands let fall, 
Content to heare him speake, and glad to rest withalL 

xxit. 

First he desired their cause of strife to see : 
They said, it was for love of Florimell. [bee, 

" An ! gentle knights," quoth he, " how may that 
And she so farre astray, as none can tell 1" 
" Fond squire," full angry then sayd Paridell, 
" Seest not the ladie there before thy face I " 
He looked backe, and, her a vising well, 
Weend, as he said, by that her outward grace 
That fayrest Florimell was present there in place. 

xxin. 

Glad man was he to see that ioyous sight. 
For none alive but ioy'd in Florimell, 
And lowly to her lowting thus behigbt ; 
" Fayrest of faire, that fairenesse doest excelL 
This happie day I have to ereete you well. 
In which you »Eife I see, whom thousand latO 
Misdoubted lost through mischiefe that befbL , 
Long may you live in health and happie state ! ** 
She litle answer'd him, but lightly aid aggrate. 

xxrv. 

Then, turning to those knights, he gan anew ; 
'* And you. Sir Blandamour, and Paridell, 
That for this ladie present in your vew 
Have rays'd this cruell warre and outrage fell, 
Certes, me seemes, bene not advised well : 
But rather ought in friendship for her sake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell 
That seeke perforce her from you both to take. 
And of your gotten spoyle their owne triumph to 
make." 

XXV. 

Thereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance steme 

All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake ; 

** Aread, thou squire, that I the man may leame, 

That dare iro me thinke Florimell to take ! "" 

" Not one," quoth he, " but many doe partake 

Herein ; as thus : it lately so befell. 

That Satjnran a g^irdle did uptake 

Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell, 

Which for her sake he wore, as hkn beseemed well. 

XXVI. 

" But, whenas she herselfe was lost and gone. 
Full many knights, that loved her like deare. 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That lost feire ladies ornament should weare. 
And gan therefore close spight to him to beare ; 
Which he to shun, and stop vile envies stiog. 
Hath lately .caus'd to be proclaim*d each where 
A solemne feast, with publike tumeying, 
To which all knights with them their ladies are to 
biing • 
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" And of thorn nil she, that is faytfM. foaod, 
Shnll hare thai goldea piAle for reivard ; 
And of Ihoie knigbu, ivbo in tousi aUiut on gr 
Shall (o that faireat ladie ha prefaid. 
Since iherefare ahe herselfe a non jour ward 
To you that ornBiiumt of hers pertainei. 
A^ainat all (hose that chalenge it, to gird, 
And sare her hoDour nitli yoar ceauoua pain 
That shall Tou win more glory lian ye her 



I 
I 

I 

I 



When they the reason of bia words hod hard. 
They gan ahate the rancour of theit rage. 
And with their hoBOura and Iheh lores regard 
The furionH flamea of malice to aaswage, 
Tho each to other did hU faith engi^. 
Liie feitbfull frUnds iLenetforth to ioyne in one 
With all their force, and baltell atrouE to wage 
Gainst ill thaae knights, aa their protesaed fone. 
That cbaleag'd ought in Florimell, aare they aloD 



So, well accorded, faith they rode to^thei 
In friendly sort, that lasted but a while ; 
And of all old dislikes they made faire weather 
Vet all wsa forij'd end Hpred with golden foyle 
Hiat ander it htdde bats and hollow guyle. 
Ne certea can that friendship long endure, 
IloweTBi ^y and goodly 1» the style. 



>Till end ei 



lindeth harta i 



Thus as they matched all io close diuguiEe 

Of fayned lore, Ilier chauust to orerUiJie 

Two knighta that Imoked rode in lovely wise, 

Aa if they secret counsels did partake ; 

And each not farre bebinde him lisd his make, 

1^0 weete, two ladies of most goodly hew, 

That twixt themaelres did gentle purpose make, 

Unmindfull both of that discordfuU crew. 

The which wjtbipeedie pace did aller them pursew 



Who, as they DOw apprached nigh at hand, 
Deeming tbem dongbtie as tbey did appeare, 
They sent that squire afore, to understand 
What mote they he : who, riewing them more iK'ar<.' 
Returned leadie newes, that tboaa same wi^jiv 
Two of the proweat knights iu Faary Loud ; 
And these two ladies their two lorvs deore -, 
Coumgious Camhell, and stout Triumonri, 
With Couacee and Cambine linckt in lovely bo.ul. 



Wbylome, as antique storioa tellcn us, 
Those two were foes the felloneat on grouncl, 
And battell mode the dreddest daungerous 
That erer shriDiug trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts be no nbere Co be fouud, 
As Ibat renowmed poet tbem compyled 
With warlike numbers and heroioke sound, 
Han Chaucer, well of English undsfyled, 
On fames elan:.all boadroU worthie to be filed, 



[tut wicked time that all good tbDughta doth was) 
And wDrkes of noblest wits lo nou^it ontweore. 
That famous moninienl bath quite defaata, 

The which mote hare enriched all us heare. 

cursed eld, the canker-worme of writs ! 
How may these rimes, so rude as doth appeare, 
Hope to endure, sitb workes of hesrenly wits 
Are quite devourd, and brought to nought by litllt 

Then pardon. O most sacred hippie spirit. 
That I thy hbours lost may thus rerire. 
And Bteale from thee the meede of thy due me 
lliat none durst erer wliileat tbou wast alire. 
And, buiiig dead, iu raiue yet many strive : 
Ne dare I like ; hut, through infusion aweete 
Of thine owns spirit which doth in me snrviri 

1 follow here the footing of thy feete. 
That with thy meaning so 1 may the rather m 





»as fhyre Canacee, 


That was the learn 


dst ladie in her daje9. 


Well scene in erer 


e science that mots be 



iddles i and in w 



rayea; 



aoothsayes ; 
In power of herbes ; and tunes of beasts and bm 
And, that augmented all her other prayse, 
r^ho modest waa in all her deedes and worda. 
And wondrous chast of life, yet lov'd of knights 



Full many lords and many Vnighta her lored. 
Yet she lo none of tbem her liking lent, 
Ne erer was with fond nffeclion moved. 
But rul'd her thoughts with goodly goveinemei 
For dread of blame and honours hlemishiuenl ^ 

That none of tbem once out of order weo 
Rut, like to warie cenlonela well stoyd. 
Still watcht on every aide, of eeoret foea B&syiU 
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So love. 
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breede great 





One day. when oil that troupe of warlike v... 
Assembled were, to weet whose she ahoald bi 
All migbtie men and dreadfull derrinLr dcm^ 
(T)ie harder it to make them well agree,) 
Amongst them all this end be did decree ; 
That, of tbem all which love to her did m. 
They by conaent should chose tho atoutekt ' 
That with bimselfe should combat for hMj 
And of them all the viclour should hj| ■' ' 
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Bold was the chalenge, as bimselfe was bold, 
And courage full of haughtie hardiment. 
Approved oft in perils manifold, 
Which he atchiey'd to his great ornament : 
But yet his sisters skill unto him lent 
Most confidence and hope of happie speed. 
Conceived by a ring which she him sent, 
That, mongst the manie vertues which we reed, 
Had power to staunch al wounds that mortally did 
bleed. 

XL. 

Well was that rin^ great vertue knowen to all ; 
That dread thereof, and his redoubted might. 
Did all that youthly rout so much appall. 
That none of them durst undertake the fight : 
More wise they weraid to make of love delight 
Then Ufe to hazard for faire ladies looke ; 
And yet uncertaine by such outward sight, 
lliough for her sake they all that perill tooke, 
Whedier she would them love, or in her Uking 
brooke. 

XLI. 

Amongst those knights there were three brethren 
Three bolder brethren never were ybome, [bold« 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold, 
Borne at one burden in one happie mome ; 
Thrise happie mother, and thrise happie mome, 
That bore three such, three such not to be fond ! 
Her name was Agape, whose children weme 
All three as one ; the first bight Priamond, 
The second Dyamond, the youngest Triamond. 

XLII. 

Stout Priamond, but not so strong to strike ; 

Strong Diamond, but not so stout a knight ; 

But Triamond was stout and strong alike : 

On horsebacke used Triamond to fight. 

And Priamond on foote had more delight ; 

But horse and foote knew Diamond to wield : 

With curtaxe used Diamond to smite. 

And Triamond to handle speare and shield. 

But speare and curtaxe botn usd Priamond in field. 

XUII. 

These three did love each other dearely well. 
And with so firme afifection were allyde. 
As if but one soule in them all did dwell. 
Which did her powre into three parts divyde ; 
Like three faire branches budding farre and wide. 
That from one roote deriv'd their vitall sap : 
And, like that roote that doth her Ufe divide. 
Their mother was ; and had full blessed hap 
These three so noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 

xuv. 

Their mother was a fay, and had the skill 
Of secret things and aU the powres of nature. 
Which she by art could use unto her w^l, 
And to her service bind each living creature. 
Through secret imderstandiog of their feature. 
Thereto she was right faire, whensb her face 
She list discover, and of goodly stature ; 
But she, as fayes are wont, in privie place 
Did spend her dayes, aqd lov a in forests wild to 
space. 



XLV. 



There on a day a noble youthly knight. 
Seeking adventures in the salvage wood. 
Did by great fortune get of her the sight. 
As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood. 
Combing her golden lockes, as seemd her good ; 
And unawares upon her laying hold. 
That strove in vaine him long to have withstood. 
Oppressed her, and there (as it is told) 
Got these three lovely babes, that prov'd three cham- 
pions bold : 

XLV I. 

Which she with her long fostred in that wood. 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state thev grew : 
Then, shewing forth signes of their fatners blood. 
They loved armes, and knighthood did ensew. 
Seeking adventures where they anie knew. 
Which when their mother saw, she gan to dout 
Their safetie ; least by searching daungen» new 
And rash provoking perils all about. 
Their days mote be abridged through their corage 
stout. 

XLVII. 

Therefore desirous th' end of all their dayes 
To know, and them t' enlarge with long extent. 
By wondrous skill and many hidden wayes 
To the three fatall sisters house she went ; 
Farre imder ground from tract of living went, 
Downe in the bottome of the deepe abysse. 
Where Demogorgon in dull darknesse pent 
Farre from the view of gods and heavens bliss 
The hideous chaos keepes, their dreadfull dwelling 



IS. 



XLVIU. 



There she them found all sitting round about 
The direfiill distaffe standing in the mid. 
And with unwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
By griesly Lachesis was spun with peine. 
That cruell Atrojpos eftsoones imdid. 
With cursed knife cutting the twist in twaine : 
Most wretched men, whose dayes depend on thrids 
so vaine ! 

xux. 

She, them saluting there, by them sate still 

Beholding how the thrids of life they span : 

And when at last she had beheld her fill. 

Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan. 

Her cause of comming she to tell began. 

To whom fierce Atropos ; " Bold fay, that durst 

Come see the secret of the Ufe of man. 

Well worthie thou to be of love accurst. 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be asunder burst i" 



Whereat she sore aflfrayd y«t her besought 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate. 
That she mieht see her childrens thrids forth brought. 
And know uie measure of their utmost date 
To them ordained by etemaU fate : 
Which Clodio graunting shewed her the same^ 
That when sl^e saw, it cud her much amate 
I'o see their thrids so thin, as spiders fn^ne. 
And eke so t^ort, that seemd their ends out shortly 
came. o S . 
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Sho lliPn bpgan them humbly Id intreate 

To draw them longer out, and bpcier twine. 

That 90 then lives might be prolonged lute : 

But LHcliesis theriMit gun to repine, 

And eeyd ; " Fond liaaie '. tlial deem'st of thing 

Ah of humfine, that ihsT mny allred bee, [divio 

And cbBung'd at pleasure for those im[}eii of thiae : 

Not so ; Tor what the fiiles da nace decree, 

Kol all the gods con chflunge, nor love himself caj 

" Then since." quoth she, " the tenae of each mftm 
For nought may lessened nor enlargvd bee ; [lili 
Graunt this ; that when ve alired w.ih fataU knife 
ilt» line, irhich is the elijest of tlie three, 
WJiich ii of them the shortest, as I see, 
Kftsoones bis life may paase iotn the next ; 
And, when the next Uiall likewise ended hee. 
That both tlieir lives may likewise be Bnneit 
liiilo ill third, thai his may be bo trebly went." 




They graunled it; and tliqn thai earefull Fay 
Departed thenpe with full contented mynd ; 
And, comming home, in warlike fresh aray 
I'liem found all three accordii^ to tbeir kynd ; 
Uut unto them what deetioie was assynd, 
Or how their lives were eekt, she did not tell ; 
tiul evermore, when she fit time oauld lyud. 

She wr — ^ -'- •" ---^--'-^ ■■ 
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never ,ti»ord did amongat tliem fall ; 
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which ground th.a sBme great battell grew 
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And IhousanJ porills which ihem still awate, 
Toasitig them like a boote amid the mayne. 
That every houre they fcuooke at Deathes gate '. 
And he that happie sefraes and least in payne^ 
Yet is as nigh his end as be that most doth plaiT 



Therefore this fay I hold bat fond and vaine, 

The which, in seeUng for her children three 

Long life, thereby did more prolong their peine ; 

Yet whilast they lived none did ever see 

More happie creatures ibeo they seem'tl to bee ; 

Nor more ennobled for Iheir courteaie, 

That made them dearely lev'd of each degree; 

Ke more renowmed for their chevalrie, 

'1 Lat made them dreaded much of all men farre ai 



These three that hardie chalenge looke in bond. 
For Canaeee with Cam bell for to fight : 
The day was set, that all might understand, 
And pledges pawnd the same to keepe ari-^ht: 
That day, (the dreddeat day thot tivi 



orld ic 



le,) 



io soone as heavoos window shewed light. 



The field with liates was all about enclos'd. 
To barre the prease of people farre away ; 
And at th' one side siie iudges were diepos'd. 
To viewanddeeme tbedeedeaofannesifaatilHy 
■ ■ on the olh. ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 



Payre Canscee 
Was ■ ■ 






1 aWlely stage 



fonun 



of that fray 
Bt worthy wi _ 
ritb bis Ure's adTenl 



Then entmi Cambell first into 
With stalely steps and fearelea 
Ab if the conquest his he surely wist. 
Soone after did the brethren three advance 
In brave aray and goodly amenance, 
With snctcbme gilt and buouers broad diapli^d 
And, marching thrise in warlike ordinance, 
Thrise lowted lowly to the noble Majrd ; 
The whiles shril ttomppts and loud clHrioas n 
playd. 

Which doen, the doughy cbalenger cnnae fcnl 
All arm'd to point, his chaleuge to abet : 
Gainst whom Sir Priomond, with equall wori 
And equall armes, himselfe did fomard ast. 
A trompel blew ; they both together tnM 
With dreadfull force and furious Intent, 
Csrelesse of perill in their Bers oflret. 
As if that Lfe to loase they had forelent. 
And eared not to spare that should ba shottlf 1 
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VIT. 

Right practicke was Sir Priamond in fight, 
And tliroughly skild in use of shield and speare ; 
Ne lesse cpproved was Cambelloes might, 
Ne lesse his skill in weapons did appeare ; 
That hard it was to weene which harder were. 
Full many mightie strokes on either side 
Were sent, that seemed death in them to beare ; 
But they were both so watchful! and well eyde, 
That they avoyded were, and vainely by did slyde. 



vin. 

Yet one, of many, was so strongly bent 
By Priamond, that with nnluckie glaunce 
Through Cambels shoulder it unwarely went, 
That forced him his shield to disadyaunce : 
Much was he grieyed with that gracelesse chaunce ; 
Yet from the wound no drop of bloud there fell, 
But wondrous paine that did the more enhaunce 
His haughtie courage to ayengement fell : 
Smart daunts not m^hty harts, but makes them 
more to sweU. 

IX. 

With that, his poynant speare he fierce ayentred 
With doubled force close underneath his shield, 
That through the mayles into his thigh it entred. 
And, there arresting, readie way did yield 
For bloud to gush forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for paine himselfe n*ot right upreare. 
But to and fro in great amazement reel'd ; 
Like an old oke, whose pith and sap is seare, 
At pufTe of eyery storme doth stagger here and theare. 



X. 

Whom so dismayd when Cambell had espide, 
Againe he droye at him with double might, 
That nought mote stay the Steele, till in his side 
The mortall point most cruelly empight ; 
Where feat infixed, whilest he sought by slight 
It forth to wrest, the stafife asunder brake. 
And left the head behinde : with which despight 
He all enrag'd his shiyering speare did shake. 
And charging him afresh thus ^y him bespake : 

XI. 

" Lo ! faitour, there thy meede unto thee take. 
The meede of thy mischalenge and abet : 
Not for thine owne, but for thy sisters sake, 
Haye I thus long thy life unto Ihee let : 
But to forbeare doth not forgite the det." 
The wicked weapon heard his ^/rathftill tow ; 
And, passing forth with furio^ affiret, 
Pierst through his bever quite ito his brow, 
That with the force it backwv, forced him to bow, 

XII. 

Therewith asunder in the midst it brast, 

And in his hand nought but the troncheon left ; 

The other balfe behind yet sticking fast 

Out of his head-peece Cambell fiercely reft. 

And with such furie backe at him it heft, 

That, making way unto his dearest life. 

His weasand-pipe it through his gorget cleft : 

Thence streames of purple bloud issuing rife 

Let forth his wearie ghost, and made an end of strife 



XIII. 



His wearie ghost assoyld from fleshly band 

Did not, as others wont, directly fly 

Unto her rest in Plutoes griesly land ; 

Ne into ajrre did yanish presently ; 

Ne chaunged was into a starre in sky ; 

But through traduction was eftsoones deriyed. 

Like as his mother prayed the Destinie, 

Into his other brethren that suryived. 

In whom he liy'd anew, of former life depriyed. 



xiy. 



Whom when on ground his brother next beheld. 
Though sad and sorrie for so heayy sight. 
Yet leaye unto his sorrow did not yeeld ; 
But rather stir'd to yengeance and despight. 
Through secret feeling of his generous spright, 
Rusht fiercely forth, Uie battell to renew, 
As in reyersion of his brothers right ; 
And chalenging the yirgin as his dew. 
His foe was soone addrest : the trompets freshly 
blew. 



xy. 



With that they both together fiercely, met. 
As if that each ment o&er to deyoure ; 
And with their axes both so sorely bet. 
That nether plate nor mayle, whereas their powre 
They felt, could once sustaine the hideous stowre. 
But rived were, like rotten wood, asunder ; [showre, 
Whilest through their rifts the ruddie bloud did 
And fire did flash, like lightning after thunder. 
That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and wonder. 



XVI. 



As when two tygers prickt with hungers rgge. . 
Haye by good fortune found some beasts fresh spoyle. 
On which they weene their femine to asswage. 
And gaine a feastftill guerdon of their toyle ; 
Both falling out doe stirre up strifefull broyle. 
And cruell battell twixt themselves doe make. 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the soyle. 
But either sdeig^s with other to partake : 
So cruelly those knights stroye for that ladies sake. 

xyn. 

Full many strokes, that mortally were ment. 
The whiles were interchaungea twixt them two ; 
Yet they were all with so good wariment 
Or warded, or ayoyded and let goe. 
That still the life stood feareftMe of her foe ; 
Till Diamond, disdeigning long delay 
Of doubtful! fortune wavering to and 6ro, 
Resolv'd to end it one or other way ; 
And heay'd his murdrous axe at him witli mighty 
sway. 

xnn. 

The dreadful! stroke, in case it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (so deadly it was ment>) .. 
The soule had sure out of his body rived. 
And stinted all the strife incontinent ; 
But Cambels fete that fortune did preveuf ; 
For, seeing it at hand, he swary'd asyde. 
And so gave way unto his fell intent ; 
Who, missing of the marke which he had eydf. 
Was with the force nigh feld whilst his nght foot 
did slyde. 
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Ab when n Tultura greedie of bia pray. 
Through hunper long that hart to hiin dott lend, 
SCrikus St an beioa with oil his hodiea sway, 
That from hia force geemea nought mav n defend ; 
The wane fowie, that spiea him towsnl bend 
His dieedfull aouse, nvoydes it, shunning light. 
And malreth him hia wine in vsiae to spend ; 

weeldlesae might 



iich Bura ndventure wheo Ctnnbello apidt 



naelfe b< 



3old re 



igera dread to ward bis naked side, 
dri™ at iiim with all his power, 
^d with hia aie him smote in evill hower, 

luldera quite his bead be reft : 
'he headlesse tronke, as heedlusse of that atower, 
Md Btill awhile, and hia fast footing kept ; 
II, feeling life to tayle, it fell, and deadly alept. 



They, n-hich that piteous spectacle beheld, 
*" ' "ma^'d the hi^adlesse tronke to aee 

lluiveetuig of the Fates divine decree 

lifes Bucceasion in those brethren three. 
notwithstanding that one aoule iraa reft, 
had the bodie not diamemhred bee, 

: would hare lived, and Teyived eft ; 

inl, linding no fit seat, the lifelesse corse it lei 



IB souls which then 



'ith point of ateela that close Me 

M hgbllr lept out of bis place ol 

nd, luahing ibrtb into tlie emplie neia, 

Kainst Cambello fiercely bim addrest ; 

rbo, bim affronting soone, to fight was readie prest 



Well mole ye wonder how that noble knight. 
After he had so often wounded beeae, 
Could stand en foot now to renew the fight ; 
But bad ye then binufcrlb adrauncing scene. 
Some newbome wight ye would him surely wt 
"-■■—'■ ■-- eeemed and BO fierce in si"'-- 



1 anake, • 



n sight i 



1 was, thronjb rpttue of the ring Ite wore ; 
le which not onely did not from tiim let 
le drop of bloud to fall, but did restore 
la weakned powers, and dulled aplrits wbet, 
irough working of the atone therein yaet 
ae how could one of eqiiall might with mo! 
{Hinst ao many no lease miglitie met, 
ice thioke (o match three auch on equal) coi 
iree auch as able were to match a puisaaiii I 



Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 
Ke dea|ierate of glorious rictorie ; 
But abarpely him assay Id, and aore hestedds 
With heapBB of strokes, which be at bun let fli 
As tbicke aa hajle forth poared from the abie . 
He stroke, he aoust, be faynd, he hewd, be laaht. 
And did fais yron brond ao fast applie. 
That from the same the fierie sparkles fiaaht, 
Aa fast as water-sprinkles gainst a rocke are da 



Much waa Cambello daunted with bis blowos 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were sent, 
Tbat be waa forat from daonger of the throwi 
Baoke to retire, and somewbal to relent. 
Till Ih' heat of bis fierce furie ho had apent : 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate. 
He ibea afresh with new encouragement 
Did him asaayle, and migbtily amale, 
As fast, aa forward erst, now backward to retj 



Like aa (he tide, tliat comes fro Ih' ocean mayne. 



Flo« 



lO Shea 



withe. 



lefon 



Drives bscke the current of his kindly coura 
And maksa it seeme to baTe some other soui 
But when the fioud is apent, then backe agai 
Hia borrowed waters forst to re-disbourae. 
He sends the aea his owne with double gain 
And tribute eke withall, aa to hia aoTeraiiie. 



Thus did the batlell varie to and fro. 

With diverse fortune doubtful! to be deemed : 

Now this the better had, now had bis fo ; 

Then be balte vanqtiiaht, then the other seemed -, 

Yet tictora both themselves alwayes esteemed : 

And alt the while ttm disentra^led blood 

Adnwne their aidea like litle nvers atremed, 

Tbat with the wasting of hia vitall flood 

Sir Triamond at last lull faint and feeble stood. 



Hut Cambell still more strong and grraler grew, 
Ne fell his blood to wast, ne powres empenibi. 
Through that rings vertue, that with vigour new, 
Still H'heQaa he enfeebled waa, him cherisht. 
And all bia wounda and all bia bruses gnariiht ; 
Like as a witliered tree, through husbands toyli?, 
Is often scene full freahly to have florisht. 
And fruitlnll apples to ' 



.a fresh 



Through which adva 









u his 



nihew 



I'bat through the aeame which did bia haub« 
Into his tbroate and life it pierced i|uight, 
I'bat downe be fell as dead in all mens aighl 
Yet dead h« waa not ; yet be sure did die. 
As all man do that lose the living apright:. 
So did one soule out of hia bodie Bie 
I'uto bn native home fiom moiiall misena. 
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XXXI. 

But natbelesse whilst all the lookers-on 

Him dead hehight, as he to all appeard. 

All unawares he started up anon, 

As one that had out of a dreme bene reard, 

And fresh assayld his foe ; who halfe afieard 

Of th' uncouth sight, as he some ghost had seene. 

Stood still amaz*d, holding his idle sweard 3 

Till, having often by him stricken beene, 

He forced was to strike and save himselfe from teene. 

ZYxn. 

Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought. 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t' offend, 
Ne followd on so fast, but rather sought 
Himselfe to save, and daunger to derend. 
Then life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond perceiving, weened sure 
He gan to faint toward the battels end. 
And that he should not long on foote endure ; 
A signe which did to him the victorie assure. 

xxxui. 

Whereof full blith eftsoones his mightie hand 
He heav'd on high, in mind with that same blow 
To make an end of all that did withstand : 
Which Cambell seeing come was nothing slow 
Himselfe to save from that so deadly throw ; 
And at that instant reaching forth his swea»l 
Close underneath his shield, that scarce did show. 
Stroke him, as he his hand to strike upreard. 
In th' arm-pit full, that through both sides the 
wound appeard. 

XXXIV. 

Yet still that direfull stroke kept on his way. 
And, falling heavie on Cambelloes crest, 
Strooke him so hugely that in swowne he lay, 
And in his head an hideous wound imprest: 
And sure, had it not happily found rest 
Upon the brim of his brode-plated shield. 
It would have cleft his braine downe to his brest : 
So both at once fell dead upon the field. 
And each to other seemd the victorie to yield. 

XXXV. 

Which whenas all the lookers-on beheld, 
They weened sure the warre was at an end ; 
And iudges rose ; and marshals of the field 
• Broke up the listes, their armes away to rend ; 
And Canacee gan wayle her dearest frond. 
All suddenly they both upstarted light. 
The one out of the swownd which him did blend. 
The other breathing now another spright ; 
And fiercely each assayling gan afresh to fight 

XXXVI. 

Long while they then continued in that wize, 

As if but then the battell had begonne : [despise ; 

Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all they did 

Ne either car*d to ward, or perill shonne. 

Desirous both to have the battell donne j 

Ne either cared life to save or spill, 

Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne ; 

So wearie both of fighting had their fill, 

That life itselfe siemd loathsome, tuid long safetie ill. 



XXXVII. 

Whilst thus the case in doubtfull ballance hong, 
Unsure to whether side it would incline. 
And all mens eyes and hearts, which there among 
Stood gazing, mled were with ruful tine 
And secret feare, to see their fatall fine ; 
All suddenly they heard a troublous noyes. 
That seemd some perilous tumult to desine, 
Confus'd with womens cries and shouts of boyes. 
Such as the troubled theatres ofttimes annoyes. 

xxxvni. 

Thereat the champions both stood still a space. 
To weeten what that sudden clamour ment : 
Lo ! where they spyde with speedie whirling pac^i 
One in a charet of straunge fumiment 
Towards them driving like a storme out sent. 
The charet decked was in wondrous wize 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament. 
After the Persian monarks antique g^uize. 
Such as the maker selfe could best by art deviza 

XXXIX. 

And drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 
Of two ffrim lyons, token from the wood 
In which their powre all others did excel!, 
Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
T' obey their nders best, as seemed good : 
And therein sate a lady passing faire 
And bright, that seemed borne of angels brood ; 
And, with her beautie, bountie did compare. 
Whether of them in her should have the greatei 
share. 

XL. 

Thereto she learned was in magicke leare. 
And all the artes that subtill wits discover. 
Having therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well instructed by the fay her mother. 
That in the same she nure exceld aU odier : 
Who, understanding by her mightie art 
Of th' evill plight in which her dearest brother 
Now stood, came forth in hast, to take his part. 
And pacifie the strife which causd so deadly smart. 



XLI. 

And, as she passed through th' unruly preace 
Of people thronging thicke her to behold. 
Her angrie teame breaking their bonds of peace 
Great faeapes of them, like sheepe in narrow fold. 
For hast did over-runne in dust enrould ; 
That, thorough rude confusion of the rout. 
Some fearing shriekt, some being banned hould. 
Some laught for sport, some did for wonder shout. 
And some, that would seeme wise, their wonder 
tumd to dout. 

XLU. 

In her right hand a rod of peace shee bore» 

About the which two serpents weren woundj^ 

Entrayled mutually in lovely lore. 

And by the tailes together nrmely bouii4. 

And both were with one olive garland crownd ; 

(Like to the rod which Maias sonne doth wield. 

Wherewith the hellish fiends he doth confound 

And in her other hand a cup she hild. 

The which was with Nepenthe to the brim upfild. 
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XLm. 

Nepenthe is a diinck of soTera3nie grace. 
Devized by the gods for to asswage 
}{arts grief, and bitter gall away to chace 
Which stirs up anguish and contentious rage : 
Instead thereof sweet peace and quietage 
It doth establish in the troubled mynd. 
Few men, but such as sober are and sage. 
Are by the gods to drinck thereof assy nd ; 
But such as drinck, etemall happinesse do fynd. 

XLIV. 

Such famous men, such worthies of the earth. 
As love will have advaunced to the side, 
And there made gods, though borne of mortall berth. 
For their high merits and great dignitie. 
Are wont, before they may to heaven flie. 
To drincke hereof ; whereby all canes forepast 
Are washt away quite from their memorie : 
So did those olde heroes hereof taste. 
Before that they in blisse amongst the gods were 
plaste. 

ZLV. 

IVIuch more of price and of more gratious powre 
Is this, then that same water of Ardenne, 
The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre. 
Described by that famous Tuscane penne : 
For that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro love to hate, a change of evill choise : 
But this doth hatred make in love to brenne, 
And heavy heart with comfort doth rejoyce. 
Who would not to this vertue rather ye^d his voice ! 

XLVI. 

At last arriving by the listes side 
Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile. 
Which straight flew ope and gave her way to ride. 
Eftsoones out of her coch she gan avaOe, 
And pacing fidrely forth did bia all haile 
First to her brother whom she loved deare. 
That so to see him made her heart to quaile ; 
And next to Cambell, whose sad ruefull cheare 
Made her to change her hew, and hidden love t'ap- 
peare. 

XLVII. 

They lightly ber requit, (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertaine.) 
And eft them turned both againe to fight : 
Which when she saw, downe on the bloudy plaine 
Herselfe she threw, and teares gan shed amaine ; 
Amongst her teares immixing prayers meeke. 
And with her prayers reasons, to restraine 
From blouddy stnfe ; and, blessed peace to seeke, 
JBy all that unto tbem was d^are did them beseeket 



XLVIII. 

But whenas all might nought with them prevaile. 
She smote them lightly with her powrefiili wand : 
Then suddenly, as if weir hearts did fpile, 
Their wrathful! blades downe fell out of their hand. 
And they, like men astonisht, still did stand. 
Thus wnHest their minds were doubtfully distraught. 
And mighty spirites bound with mightier band. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke she raught. 
Whereof, full glad for thirs^ ech drunk an hart/ 
draught : 

xux. 

Of which so soone as they once tasted had, 
Wonder it is that suddoi change to see : 
Instead of strokes, each other lassed glad. 
And lovely haulst, from feare of treason free, 
And plighted hands, for ever friends to be. 
When all men saw tliis sudden change of things. 
So mortall foes so friendly to agree. 
For passing ioy, which so great marvaile brings. 
They all gan snout aloud, diat all the heaven rings. 

L. 

All which when gentle Canacee beheld. 
In hast she from her lofi^ chaire descended, 
To weet what sudden timngs was befeld : 
Where when she saw that cruell war so ended, 
And deadly foes so faithfully a£frended. 
In lovely wise she gan that lady greet. 
Which had so great dismay so well amended ; 
And, entertaining her with curtesies meet, 
Frofest to her true friendship and affection sweet. 

Thus when they aU accorded goodly were, 
Tlie trumpets sounded, and they all arose. 
Thence to depart with glee and gladsome cbere. 
Those warlike champions both together chose 
Homeward to march, themselves there to repose : 
And wise Cambina, taking by her side 
Faire Canacee as fresh as morning rose. 
Unto ber cocli lemoonting, home did ride, 
Admir'd of all the people an4 much glorifide. 

Ln. 

Where making ioyous feast their daies they spent 
In perfect love, devoide of hatefuU strife, 
AJlide wiih bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triamond had Canacee to wife. 
With whom he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere. 
The which as life were each to other liefe. 
So all alike did love, and loved were. 
That since their days such lovers were not fount 
elswere. 
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CANTO IV 



Sntyrane makes a tumeyment 

For love of Flonmell : 
Britomart winnes the prize from nil. 

And Artegall doth quell. 



I. 

It often fals, ^as here it earst hefell,) 
That mortall toes doe tume to faithfnll frends, 
And friends profest are chaungd to foemen fell ; 
The cause of both of both their minds depends ; 
And th' end of both likewise of both their ends : 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds 
But of occasion, with th' occasion ends ; 
And friendship, which a faint affection breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill-grounded seeds. 



n. 

That well (me seemes) appeares by that of late 

Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 

As als by this ; that now a new debate 

Stird up twixt Blandamour and Paridell, 

The which by course befals me here to tell : 

Who, having those two other knights espide 

Marching^ afore, as je remember well, 

Sent forth their squire to hare them both descride. 

And eke those masked ladies riding them beside. 

m. 

Who backe returning told, as he had scene, 
That they were doughtie knights of dreaded name ; 
And those two ladies their two loves unseene ', 
And therefore wisht them without blot or blame 
To let them passe at will, for dread of shame. 
But Blandamour full of vain-glorious spright. 
And rather stird by his discorafull dame. 
Upon them gladly would hare prov'd his might. 
But that he yet was sore of his late lucklesse fight. 

Yet nigh approching he them fowle bespake. 
Disgracing uiem, hunselfe thereby to grace 
As was his wont ; so weening way to make ] 
To ladies love, whereso he came in place. 
And with lewd termes their lovers to de&ce. 
Whose sharpe provokement them incenst so sore. 
That both were bent t' avenge his usage base. 
And gan their shields addresse themselves afore : 
For evUl deedes may better then bi^ words be bore. 



V. 

But faire Cambina with perswasions myld 
Did mitigate the fiercenesse of their mode. 
That for the present ihey were ree«ncyrd. 
And gan to treate of deeds of armes abrode. 
And strange adventures, all the way they rode : 
Amongst the which the^ told, as then befell. 
Of that great tumey which was blazed brode. 
For that rich girdle of faire Florimell, 
The prize of her which did in beautie most ezcell. 



VI. 



To which folke-mote they all with one consent, 

Sith each of them his ladie had him by. 

Whose beautie each of them thought excellent^ 

Agreed to travell, and their fortunes try. 

So as they passed forth, they did espy 

One in bri^t armes with ready speare in rest. 

That towam them his course seem'd to apply ; 

Gainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest. 

Him weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have repcest. 

VII. 

Which th' other seeing gan his course relent. 
And vaunted speare eftsoones to disadvaunce. 
As if he naught but peace and pleasure ment. 
Now falne into their fellowship by chance ; 
Whereat they shewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide. 
His roving eie did on the lady glaunce 
Which Blandamour had riding by his side ; 
Whom sure he weend that he somewheretofore had 
eide. 

vm. 

It was to weete that snowy Florimell, 
Which Ferrau late from Braggadochio wonne ; 
Whom he now seeing, her remembred well. 
How having reft her from the witches sonne. 
He soone her lost : wherefore he now begunne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize. 
Whom formerly he had in battell wonne. 
And profifer made by force her to reprize : 
Which scomefull offer Blandamour gan soone des* 
pize;^ 

IX. 

And said ; " Sir Knight, sith ye this lady clame. 

Whom he that hath were loth to lose so light, 

(For so to lose a lady were great shame,) 

Yee shall her winne, as I have done, in fight : 

And lo ! shoe shall be placed here in sight 

Together with this hag beside her set, 

That whoso winnes her may her have by right ; 

But he shall have the hag that b ybet. 

And with her alwaies ride, till he another get." 



That offer pleased all the company . 

So Florimell with Ate forth was brought. 

At which they all gan laugh full merrily : 

But Braggadochio said, he never thought 

For such an hag, that seemed worst then nought. 

His person to emperill so in fight : 

But if to match that lady they had sought 

Another like, that were like faire and bright, 

Ilis life he then would spend to iustifie his right. 
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But Combell thus did shut up nil in iesl ; 

" Brave Icnigbla aod ladiea, cectHS ye do wrong 

To sdrrfl op atrife, when moat ub needeth rest. 

That we maj us reserre both freah and BtroDg 
Aeainat tlie tumeimenc wbict is not lung, 

When whoso lUtto lighi may fight his fill : 
[TiU thga your challenges ye may prolong ; 
' '-d then il shill be Ened, if ye will, 

lether ibaB bars Ibe hag, oc bold llie lady aiil 



They all agreed ; so, turning all to game 
And pIsBsaant bord, th«y pmt forth on their wny ; 
And all that while, whereso they rode or came ; 
' That maflked moclc-knight inu their sport and plnj- 
:Till llmt at length upon th' appointed day 
' Unto the place of turneym«nt they came ; 
' Where they before them found in fresh arsy 

■Assembled for to ^t the honour of that game. 



There tliia faire crew atriying did dWide 
Themselres asunder : Bliindaniour with those 
Of hig on th' one, the rest on th' other aide. 
Bnt boBBtlul Brageadocbio rather chose. 
For glorie mine, their fKllowship to lose, 
That men on him the more might gaze alone. 
"' ■ themselTes in tnm]*a did else dioposi 



Like I 



B kiajbta in couples march! with ladies linckt 



Then first of sU forth cbtob Sir Satyrane, 
Bearmg that precious relicke in bd arhe 
Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prouhane ; 
Which drawing 80% forth out oF the darke. 
He open ahewd, that all men it mote marke ; 
A goi^eous girdle, curiously emboat [mnrkt 

With pcatle and precious stooB, worth many 
Yet did the workmansliip fkrre passe the cost ; 
It was the Bsmo which lately Florimell had lost. 



The. 

Tobi , 

The which, eftsoones discovered, t 
The eyes of all, allnr'd with close delight. 
And hearts quite robbed with so glorious sight, 
That all men threw out Towes and wishas Ttune. 
Thrise happie ladie, and thriae happie knight. 
Them seemd that could so goodly riches gaine, 
So wotUiie of the perill, worthy of the paiiic. 



Then tooke the bold Sir Satytane iu hand 
Ao hu)(e great apeoie, such as be wont to wield. 
And. vaunciag forth from si! the otber band 
Of kuights, addrest hia maiden-headed ahietd. 
Shewing himselfe all ready for Die field -. 
Gainst whom there singled from the other aide 
A Painim knight that well in atmes was Bkil'd, 
And had in many a battel! oH bene tride. 
HightBrunabeTol the bold, who fiersly forth did rider. 



So rnriously they both together met, 

Tliat neither could the others force suslaine : 

As two fieree bula, that Btriva the rule to get 

Of all the beard, msete with so hideous meine, 

'I'hat both rebul'ed tumble on tbe ptaine ; 

So diese two champions to the ground were feld ; 

Where in a mase they both did long remaine. 

And in their hands their idle tronoheons held, . 

Which neither able were to wag, or once to weld. 



Which when tbe nobis Ferramont espide. 
He pricked fortb in ayd of Sa^ran ; 
And him against Sir Blandamour did ride 
Witli uU tbe strength and stifnesBD that he cat 
But tbe more strong and stiSely that he laa. 
So much more sorely to the ground he fdl, 
Tbot on an heape were tumbled horse and ma 
Onto whose rescue forth rode Paridell ; 
lint him likewise with that same speare he e 
queU. 

Which Braggadochio seeing h»d no will 

To hasten greatly to his parties ayd, 

Albee hia tume were next ; but stood there at 

As one that seemed donbtfnll or dismayd : 

But Triamond, halfe wroth to see him stsii. 

Sternly stept forth and raught away his speare, 

With which so sore ha Ferramont assaid, 

That borae and man to ground he quite did beare. 

That iieitbei could in bust themselves agaa uprei 



Which to areoge Sir Devon him did dight, 

lint with no belter fortune than the rest ; 

For him likewiss he quickly ilowne did smigbt : 

And after bim Sir DonglBs him addrest ; 

And after bim Sir Falimord forth prest ; 

But none of them against his strokes could BI 

Bnt, all the more, the more his prsise increst 

For either Ihey were left upon Ibe land. 

Or went away sore wounded of his baplesse lii 



And now by this Sir Satyrane ahraid 

Out of the swDWoe, in which too long he lay ; 

And looking round about, like one diani-'-" 

Whenas he saw the mercilesse aliray 

Which doughty Triamond bad wrought that day] 

Unto the noble knights of Maidenhead, 

His mighty heart did almost rend in twby 

For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

llimaelle he wish! have beene then in so bad > B^ 
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Eftsoones he gan to gather up around 

His weapons which lay scattered all ahrode. 

And, as it fell, his steed he ready found : 

On whom remounting fiercely forth he rode, 

Like sparke of fire that from the andyile glode. 

There where he saw the valiant Triamond 

Chasing, and laying on them heavy lode. 

That none his rorce were ahle to withstond ; 

So dreadfull were his strokes, so deadly was his hond. 

zziv. 

With that, at him his beamlike speare he aimed. 
And thereto all his power aiSd might applide : 
The wicked Steele for mischiefe first ordained 
And having now misfortune got for guide. 
Staid not till it arrived in his side. 
And therein made a veiy griesly wound. 
That streames of blood his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfull stownd. 
That scarse be him upheld from falling in a sound. 

XXV. 

Yet, as he might, himselfe he soft withdrew 
Out of the field, that none perceiv*d it plaine : 
Then gan the part of chalengers anew 
To range the field, and victoriike to raine. 
That none against them battell durst maintaine. 
By that the gloomy evening on them fell. 
That forced them from fighting to refraine. 
And trumpets sound to cease did them compell : 
So Satyrane that day was iudg'd to beare the bell. 

XXVI. 

The morrow next the turney gan anew ; 
And with the first the hardy Satyrane 
Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew : 
On th' other side full many a warlike swaine 
Assembled were, that glorious prize to gaine. 
But mongst them all was not Sir Triamond ; 
Unable he new battell to darraine. 
Through grievaunce of his late received wound. 
That doubly did him grieve when so himselfe he 
found. 

xxvii. 

Which Cambell seeing, though he could not salve, 
Ne done undoe, yet, for to salve his name 
And purchase honour in his friends behalve, 
Tliis goodly counterfesaunce he did frame : 
The shield and armes, well knowne to be the same 
Which Triamond had wome, unawares to wight 
And to his friend unwist, for doubt of blame 
If he misdid, he on himselfe did di^ht. 
That none could him disceme ; and so went forth to 
fight. 

XX VIII. 

There Sat3rrane lord of the field be found. 

Triumphing in great ioy and iolity ; 

Gainst whom none able was to stand on ground ; 

That much he gan his glorie to envy. 

And cast t'avenge his friends indignity : 

A mightie speare eftsoones at him he bent ; 

Who, seeing him come on so furiously, 

Met him mid-way with equall hardiment. 

That forcibly to ground they both together went. 



XXIX. 






They up againe themselves can lightly reare. 
Ana to their tryed swords themselves betake ; 
With which they wrought such wondrous marvels 
That all the rest it did amazed make, [iktte; 

Ne any dar'd their perill to partake ; ,-.•"' ' 

Now cuffing close, now chasing to and fro, '^' 
Now hurtling round advantage for to tak^T • ■ ' 
As two wild boares together grapling go, 
Cbaufing and foming choler each against his fo. 



XXX. 

So as they courst, and tumeyd here and theare. 
It chaunst Sir Satyrane his steed at last. 
Whether through foundring or through sodein feare. 
To stumble, that his rider ni^h he cast ; 
Which vauntage Cambell did pursue so fast. 
That, ere himselfe he had recovered well. 
So sore he sowst him on the compast creast. 
That forced him to leave his lofty sell. 
And rudely tumbling downe under his horse-feete 
feU. 

XXXI. 

Lightly Cambello leapt downe from his steed 
For to have rent his shield and armes away. 
That whylome wont to be the victors meed ; 
When all unwares he felt an hideous sway 
Of many swords that lode on him did lay : 
An hundred knights had him enclosed round. 
To rescue Sat^itme out of his pray ; 
All which at once huge strokes on him did pound. 
In hope to take him prisoner, where he stood on 
ground. 

xxxu. 

He with their multitude was nought dismayd 
But with stout courage tumd upon them all, 
And with his brond-iron round about him layd \ 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did be&U : 
Like as a lion, that by chaunce doth fall 
Into tlie hunters toile, doth rage and rore. 
In rojrali heart disdaining to be thrall : 
But fdl in vaine : for what might one do more ? 
They have him taken captive, though it grieve him 
sore. 

XXXIII. 

Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought 
Thereas he lay, his wound he soone forgot. 
And starting up streight for his armour sought . 
In vaine he sought ; for there he found it not \ 
Cambello it away before had got : 
Cambelloes armes therefore he on him threw. 
And lightly issewd forth to take his lot. 
There he in troupe found all that warlike crew 
Leading his friend away, full sorie to his vew. 

XXXIV 

Into the thickest of that knightly preasse 
He thrust, and smote downe all that was betweene 
Caried with fervent zeale ; ne did he ceasse, 
Till that he came where he had Cambell seene 
Like captive thral two other knights atweene : 
There he amongst them cruell havocke makes. 
That they, which lead him, soone enforced beene 
To let him loose to save their proper stakes ; 
Who, being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes 
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ilh that he drires si ihmi with dreodfull miglil, 
relDpmbnnce of his friends Ule hmme, 

holh together eivo a naw allarmo, 
if hut now the hnltell wexed wanoB. 
Aa when two greedy wolves doe breake hy force 
Into an heard, farta ftom the huehand fanne, 
Tbey spoile and lavine without nil remorse ; 
So did Ihoae two through ail the fitid their foe 



ond and Cambi 
It TriamoDd to Carobell it relesl, 
Ud Cambell it to Triamond Iranaferd ) 
I labouring t' adfanoe the others geat. 
make bU praise before his owno preferd 
lat (he doome »e» to another day ''" ' 



!rd. 



day came ; when all those kaiglites ognine 
ed were tLeir deedes of armes to shew. 
iV deodes that day were shewod pininu : 
K^g t Salyrane, bove all the other crew. 

"■- ^roQs worth declard in all mena view ; 

the first he to tbs hist endured : 
gb some while Fortune fram bim withdrew 
acre hia honour he recured, 
I^And with unwearied ponre bis party still assured. 



Nb was there knight that erer tlioagbt of tinnes, 
BbI that his utmost prowesse there made knowen 
That, by their DiBiiy wouiids nnd carelesse harmei 
' " ihivemd spearea and swords all under slrower 
icattered shields, was easie to be shuwen. 

ise lucklesse riders W were overthrowen ; 
squiera make hast to helpe their lords fordoun 
tstill the knights of Maideshead the better wDui 



■'Till that there entred on the other side 

A atraungtr knight, from whence no man could reed, 
la quyent disguise, full hard to be deacride ; 
For aU his armour n-as like salvage weed 
With woody mosse bedight, and all his steed 
With oaken lesvee attrapt, that seemed fit 
Vei salvage wight, and thareta well ai;reed 
His woidi which on his n^ged shieliS was wtit, 
Sakagati lansjiiieuf, shewmg aecrel wit. 



^Rhat 

^nVbc 



bis first iacomming, disrg'd Ilia spere 
that first appeared in his sight -, 
■as to west the stout Sir Sangliere, 
■ell was Imowen to be a valiant knight. 

Approved of( in many a perlons fight ; 

llun at the first encounter downe he smote, 

And over-bore beyond his crooper guight ; 

And after bim another knighl. Ihnt 



it Brianot, s 



!, Ihal 



X, lift hi.li 



1, ere bis hand he reord, be O' 
:n knights one after other aa tl 
, when his speare was bmst, I 



with the 1 



ord be dre 



Far'd like a tyoD in hi.i bloodie „ 

Hewing and sloshing shields and helmets bright, 

That erery one gan shun his dreadfull sight ' 
No lesae llien death ilselfe, in daangerous aSrighl. 



Tith wondred all men what or whence he came, 
lal did amongst the troupes so tyranniie ; 
id each of other gan inqnire his uaine; 
II, when they could not leame it by no wize, 
oat answerable to his wyld disgniie 

It cerles bis right name was otherwize, 
iDU"h knowne to few that irthngall he higbt, 
le ilnughtieal knight that liv'd that day, and m 



Dul beaten were and ctiased all about, 

So he continued all that day througliout, 

Till evening thai the sunne gan downward bend : 

Then rushed forth out of the thickest rout 

A siraunger knight, that did hia glorie shend : 

So nought may be esteemed happie till the end I 



He at hia entrance charg'd bis powrefull speare 

At Arthegnll, in raiddeat of his pryde. 

And therewitli smote bim on hia umbriera 

So sure, that tomhhng hacke he downe did sivds 

Over hie hofsee tails above a atrydo [ 

Whence litle lost he had to rise againe- 

Whicb Cambell seeing, much the same envyde, 

And ran at bim with ^1 bis might and meine ; 

But ahoitly was likewise seene lying on the plain 



Whereat full inly wroth was Triamond, 
And cast t'aTenge the shame doen to his &eend i 
Butby hia friend himaelfe eke soone he fond 
In no lease neede of helpe then bim be weand. 
All which when Blandamour from end to end 
Beheld, be woxe therewith displeased sore, 
And tliought in mind it shortly to amend : 
Hia apeare he feutred . and at him it bore ; 
But with no better fortune then the rest aibre. 
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XLYII. 

Like as iii sommers day when raging heat 
Doth burne the earth and boyled rivers drie. 
That all brute beasts forst to refraine fro meat 
Doe hunt for shade where shrowded they may lie^ 
And, missing it, faine from themselves to flie ', 
All travellers tormented are with paine : 
A watry cloud doth overcast the skie. 
And poureth forth a sudden shoure of raine. 
That all the wretched world recomforteth.againe : 



XLvm. 

So did the warlike Britomart restore 

The prize to knights of Maydenhead that day. 

Which else was like to have bene lost, and bore 

The prayse of prowesse from them all away. 

Then shrilling trompets loudly gan to bray, 

And bad them leave their labours and long toyle 

To ioyous feast and other gentle play, 

Where beauties prize should win that pretious spoyle : 

Where I with sound of trompe will also rest awhyle. 



CANTO V. 

The ladies for the girdle strive 

Of famous Florimell : 
Scudamour, comming to Caresl house 

Doth sleep e from him expel. 



I. 

It hath bene through all ages ever seene. 

That with the praise of armes and chevalrie 

The prize of beautie still hath ioyned beene ; 

And that for reasons speciall privitee ; 

For either doth on other much relie : 

For he me seemes most fit the faire to serve. 

That can her best defend from villenie ; 

And she most fit his service doth deserve. 

That fairest is, and from her faith will never swerve. 



n. 

So fitly now here commeth next in place. 

After the proofe of prowesse ended well. 

The controverse of beauties soveraine grace ; 

In which, to her that doth the most excell. 

Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell : 

That many wish to win for glorie vaine. 

And not for vertuous use, which some doe tell 

That glorious belt did in itselfe containe. 

Which ladies ought to love, and seeke for to obtaine. 

ni. 

That girdle gave the vertue of chast love 
And wivehood true to all that did it beare ; 
But whosoever contrarie doth prove. 
Might not the same about her middle weare. 
But it would loose, or else asunder teare. 
Whilome it was ^as Faeries wont report) 
Dame Venus girale, by her 'steemed deare 
What time she usd to live in wively sort. 
But layd aside whenso she usd her looser sport. 

IV. 

Her husband Vulcan wbylome for her sake. 
When first he loved her with heart entire. 
This pretious ornament, they say, did make. 
And wrought in Lemnos with unquenched fire * 
And afterwards did for her loves first hire 
Give it to her, for ever to remaine. 
Therewith to bind lascivious desire. 
And loose affections streightly to restraine ^ 
Which vertue it for ever after did retaine. 



V. 

The same one day, when she herselfe disposd 
To visite her beloved paramoure. 
The god of warre, she from her middle loosd. 
And left behind her in her secret bowre 
On Acidalian mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleasant graces wont to play. 
There Florimell in her first ages flowre 
Was fostered hy those graces, (as they say,) 
And brought with her from tiience that goodly belt 
away. 

▼1. 

That goodly belt was cestus hight by name. 
And as her life by her esteemed deare : 
No wonder then, if that to winne the same 
So many ladies sought, as shall appeare ; 
For pearelesse she was thought that it did beare. 
And now by this their feast all being ended. 
The iudges, which thereto selected were. 
Into the Martian field adowne descended 
To deeme this doubtfuU case, for which they all 
contended. 

VII. 

But first was question made, which of those knights 
That lately tumeyd had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged, by those worthie wights. 
That Satyrane the first day best had donne : 
For he last ended, having first be^nne. 
The second was to Triamond behight. 
For that he sav'd the victour from fordonne : 
For Cambell victour was, in all mens sieht. 
Till by mishap he in his foemens hand did light 



vm. 

The third dayes prize unto that straunger knight. 
Whom all nten term'd knight of the hebene speare. 
To Britomart was given by good right j 
For that with puissant stroke she downe did beare 
The salvage knight that victour was whileare. 
And all the rest which had the best afore. 
And, to the last, unconquer'd did appeare; 
For last is deemed best : to her therefore 
The fayrest ladie was aiudged for paramore. 
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IX. 

But thereat greatly grudged Artbegall, 

And much repjma, Siat both of victors meede 

And eke of honour she did him forestall : 

Yet mote he not withstand what was decreede ; 

But inly thought of that despightfull deede 

Fit time t'awaite avenged for to bee. 

This bemg ended thus, and all agreed. 

Then next ensew'd the paraeon to see 

Of beauties praise, and yeeld the fajrest her due fee. 

X. 

Then first Cambello brourht into their view 

His fiure Cambina covered with a veale ; 

Which being once withdrawne, most perfect hew 

And passing beautie did eftsoones reveale. 

That able was weake harts away to steale. 

Next did Sir Triamond unto their sight 

The face of his deare Canacee unheale ; 

Whose beauties beame eftsoones did shine so brieht. 

That das*d the eyes of all, as with exceeding light. 



xj. 

And after her did Paridell produce 

His false Duessa, that she might be seene ; 

Who with her forged beautie did seduce 

The hearts of some that fairest her did weene ; 

As diverse wits affected divers beene. 

Then did Sir Ferramont unto them shew 

His Lucida, that was full faire and sheene ; 

And after these an hundred ladies moe 

Appeared in place, the which each other did outgoe. 

xn. 
AH which whoso dare thinke for to enchace. 
Him needeth sure a golden pen I weene 
To tell the feature ofeach goodly face. 
For, since the day that they created beene. 
So many heavenly faces were not seene 
Assembled in one place : ne he that thought 
For Chian folke to pourtxaict beauties queene. 
By view of all the ndrest to him brought. 
So many faire did see, as here he might have sought 

xin. 

At last, the most redoubted Britonesse 

Her lovely Amoret did open shew ; 

Whose face, discovered, plainely did expresse 

The heavenly pourtraict of brignt angels hew. 

Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 

That she should surely beare the bell away ; 

Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 

And very Florimell, did her display: 

The sight of whom once seene md all the rest dismay. 

xrv. 

For all afore that seemed fayre and bright, 
Now base and c6ntemptible did appeare, 
Compar'd to her that shone as Phebes tight 
Amongst the lesser starres in evening cleare. 
All that her saw with wonder ravisht weare. 
And weend no mortall creature she should bee, 
But some celestiall shape that fJesh did beare • 
Yet all were ghid there Florimell to see ; 
Yet thought that Florimell was not so faire as shee. 



XV. 



I 



As guilefuU goldsmith that by secret skill 
With golden foyle doth finely over-spred 
Some baser metall, which conmiend ne will 
Unto the vulgar for good gold insted, 
He much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed 
To hide his falshood, then if it were trew : 
So hard this idole was to be ared, 
That Florimell herselfe in all mens vew 
She seem'd to passe • So forged things do fairest 
shew. 

xvr. 

Then was that golden belt by doome of all 
Graunted to her, as to the fayrest dame, 
Which being brought, about her middle small 
They thought to §^, as best it her became ; 
But by no meanes they could it thereto fnme : 
For, ever as they fastned it, it loos'd 
And fell away, as feeling secret blame. 
Full oft about her wast she it enclosed ; 
And it as oft was from about her wast disclos'd : 

xvu. 

That aD men wondred at the uncouth sight, 
And each one thoujg^ht, as to their fancies came : 
But she herselfe did thinke it doen for spigbt, 
And touched was with secret wrath and shame 
Therewith, as thing devia'd her to defame. 
Then many other ladies likewise tride 
About their tender loynes to knit the same ; 
But it would not on none of them abide. 
But when they thought it fiist, aftsoones it was un- 
tide. 

xvni. 

Which when that scomefuU squire of dames did vew. 

He lowdly g^ to laugh, and thus to iest ; 

^ AJas for pittie that so faire a crew. 

As like cannot be seene from east to west, 

Cannot find ono thin girdle to invest • 

Fie on the man that did it first invent, 

To shame ua all with this, ungirt unblest ! 

Let never ladw to his love assent. 

That hath this day so many so unmanly shent." 

XIX. 

Therwt all knights gan laagb, and ladies lowre : 

Till that at last the gentle Amoret 

Likewise assa^rd to prove that g^les powre ; 

And, having it about her middle set. 

Did find it fit withouten breach or let ; 

Whereat the rest gan greatly to envie : 

But Florimell exceedmgly did fret. 

And, snatching from her hand halfe angrily 

The belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie : 



XX. 

Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit ; 
Yet nathelesse to her, as her dew right. 
It yielded %vas by them that iudged it ; ' 
And she herselfe adiudged to the knight 
That bore the hebene speare, as wonnein fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto assent, 
Ne her owne Amoret forgoe so light 
For that strange dame, whose beauties wonderment 
She lesse esteem'd then th* others vertuous jrovem- 
ment. ** 
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Whom when the rest did see her to refuse, 
They were full glad, in hope themselves to get her : 
Yet at her choice they all did greatly muse. 
But, after that, the iudges did arret her 
Unto the second best that loy'd her better ; 
That was the salvage knight : but he was gone 
In great displeasure, that he could not get her. 
Then was she iudged Triamond his one ; 
But Triamond lov d Canacee and other none. 



xxn. 

Tho unto Satyran she was adiudged. 

Who was right glad to gaine so goodly meed : 

But Blandamour thereat full greatly grudged. 

And litle prays'd his labours evill speed. 

That for to winne the saddle lost the steed. 

Ne lesse thereat did Paridell complaioe. 

And thought t' appeale, from that which was decreed. 

To single combat with Sir Satyrane : 

Thereto him Ate stird, new discord to maintaine. 

xxin. 

And eke, with these, full many other knights 
She through her wicked workmg did incense 
Her to demaund and chalenge as their rights. 
Deserved for their perils recompense. 
Amongst the rest, with boastful! vaine pretense 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her cla3rm*d, by him in battell wonne long sens : 
Whereto herselfe he did to witnesse call ; 
Who, being askt, accordingly confessed alL 

XXIV. 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Satyran ; 
And wroth with Satyran was Blandamour ; 
And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan ; 
And at them both Sir Paridell did loure. 
So all together stird up strifiill stoure. 
And readde were new battell to darraine : 
Each one profest to be her paramoure. 
And vow'd with speare and shield it to maintaine ; 
Ne iudges powre, ne reasons rule, mote them res- 
traine. 

xxy. 

Which troublous stirre when Satjrrane aviz'd. 
He gan to cast how to appease the same. 
And, to accord them all, this meanes deviz'd : 
First in the midst to set that fa3rrest dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge should disclame. 
And he himselfe his right would eke releasse : 
Then, looke to whom she voluntarie came. 
He should virithout disturbance her possesse : 
Sweete is the love that comes alone loiHi uilliugnesse, 

XXVI. 

They all agreed ; and then that snowy mayd 
Was in the middest plast among them all : 
All on her gazing wisht, and vowd, and prayd. 
And to the queene of beautie close did call, 
That she unto their portion might befall. 
Then when she long had lookt upon each one, 
As though she wished to have pleasd them all. 
At last to Braggadochio selfe alone 
She came of her accord, in spight of all his fone. 



xxvn. 



Which when they all beheld, they chaft, and n^*d. 
And woxe nigh mad for yery harts despight. 
That from revenge their wilfes they scarse asswag'd . 
Some thought from him her to have reft by might ; 
Some proffer made with him for her to fight : 
But he nought car'd for all that they could say ; 
For he their words as wind esteemed light : 
Yet not fit place he thought ijt there to stay. 
But secretly from thence that night her bore away 



XXVIII. 

They which remajrnd, so soone as they perceiv'd 
That she was gone, departed thence with speed. 
And follow'd Uiem, in mind her to have reav'd 
From wight unworthie of so noble meed. 
In which poursuit how each one did succeede. 
Shall else be told in order, as it felL 
But now of Britomart it here doth neede 
The hard adventures and strange haps to tell ; 
Since with the rest she went not after Florimell. 

XXIX. 

For soone as she them saw to discord set. 
Her list no longer in that place abide ; 
But, taking widi her lovely Amoret, 
Upon her first adventure K>rth did ride. 
To seeke her lovV, making blind love her guide. 
Unluckie mayd, to seeke her enemie ! 
Unluckie mayd, to seeke him farre and wide. 
Whom, when he was unto herselfe most nie. 
She through his late disguizement could him not 
descrie ! 

XXX. 

So much the more her griefe, the more her toyle : 
Yet neither toyle nor griefe she once did spare. 
In seeking him that should her paine assoyle ; 
Whereto great comfort in her sad mis&re 
Was Amoret, companion of her care : 
Who likewise sought her lover long miswent. 
The gentle Scudamour, whose heart whUeare 
That stryfull hag with gealous discontent 
Had fild, that he to fell reveng was fully bent ; 

XXXI. 

Bent to reyenge on blamelesse Britomart 

The crime which cursed Ate kindled earst. 

The which like thomes did pricke his gealous hart. 

And through his soule like poysned arrow perst. 

That by no reason it might be reverst. 

For ought that Glance could or doe or say : 

For, aye the more that she the same reherst. 

The more it gauld and griev'd him night and day. 

That nought but dire reyenge his anger mote de:ray 

XXXII. 

So as they trayelled, the drouping night 
Covered vnth cloudie storme and bitter showre. 
That dreadfuU seem'd to eveoy living wight. 
Upon them fell, before her timely howre ; 
That forced them to seeke some covert bowre. 
Where ihej might hide their heads in quiet rest, 
And shrowd their persons from that stormie stowre. 
Not fiBUTe away, not meete for any guest. 
They spide a little cottage, like some poore mana 
nest ; 
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ZZXIII. 

Under a steepe billes side it placed was. 
There where the moaldred earth had car'd the banke ; 
And fast beside a little brooke did pas 
Of maddie water, that like paddle stanke. 
By which few crooked sallowes grew in ranke : 
Whereto approaching nigh, they heard the sound 
Of many yron hammers beating ranke. 
And answering their wearie tames around. 
That seemed some blacksmith dwelt in that desert 
ground. 

xxxxr. 

There entring in, they found the goodman selfe 

Full busily unto his worke ybent ; 

Who was to weet a wretched wearish elfe. 

With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes fortpenty 

As if he had in prison long bene pent : 

Full blacke and griesly did his face appeare, 

Besmeard with smoke that nigh his eye>sigbt blent ; 

With nigged beard, and hoane shagged hears, 

1 he which he never wont to combe, or comely sbeare. 

zxzr. 

Rude was his garment, and to rags all rent, 

Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 

With blistred hands emong^ the cinders brent. 

And fingers filthie with long navies unpared. 

Right fit to rend the food on whic% be fared. 

His name was Care ; a blacksmith by his trade, 

lliat neither day nor night from working spared. 

But to small purpose yron wedges made ; 

Those be unquiet thoughts that carefull minds invade. 

XXZVI. 

In which his worke he had sixe servants prest. 
About the andvile standing evermore 
With huge great hammers, that did never rest 
From heaping stroakes which thereon soused sore : 
All sixe strong groomes, but one then other more ; 
For by degrees they all were disagreed ; 
So likewise did the hammers which they bore 
Like belles in greatnesse orderly succeed, 
That he, which was the last, the first did iarre 
exceede. 

XXX vu. 

He like a monstrous gyant seem'd in sight, 
Farre passing Bronteus or Pyracmon great. 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for loves avengefull threate. 
So dreadfully he did the andvile b^, 
That seem'd to dust he shortly would it drive : 
So huge his hammer, and so fierce his heat. 
That seem'd a rocke of diamond it could rive 
And rend asunder quite, if he thereto list strive. 

xxxvui. 

Sir Scudamour there entring much admired 
The manner of their worke and wearie paine : 
And, having long beheld, at last enquired 
The cause and end thereof; but all in vaine ; 
For they for nought would from their worke refraine, 
Ne let his speeches come unto their eare. 
And eke the breathfull bellows blew amaine, 
like to the northren wii)^^. that none could heare ; 
^ pensifenesse did o^« * *^tl sighes the bel- 
ws weare. 



XXXIX. 



Wliich when that warriour saw, he said no more. 
But in his armour layd him downe to rest : 
To rest he layd him downe upon the flore, 
( VVhylome for ventrous knights the bedding best,) 
And thought his wearie limbs to have redre^t. 
And that old aged dame, his faithfiill squire. 
Her feeble ioynts layd eke adowne to rest ; 
That needed much her weake age to desire. 
After so long a travell which them both did tire. 



XL. 

There lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting 
When gentle sleepe his beavie eyes would close ; 
Oft chaunging sides, and oft new place electing. 
Where better seem'd he mote himselfe repose ; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe uprose ; 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But, wheresoere be did himselfe dispose. 
He by no meanes could wished ease obtaine : 
So every place seem'd paine^ll, and ech changing 
▼aine. 

xu. 

And evermore, when he to sleepe did thinke. 
The hammers sound his senses did molest ; 
And evermore, when he began to winke. 
The bellowes noyse disturbed his quiet rest, 
Ne su£&ed sleepe to settle in his brest. 
And all the night the dogs did barke and hov.le 
About the house, at sent of stranger guest : 
And now the crowing cocke, and now the owle 
Lowde shziking, him afflicted to the very sowle. 

xlh. 

And, if by fortune any litle nap 

Upon his heavie eye-fids chaunst to fall, 

Ensoones one of tnose villeins him did rap 

Upon his head-peece with his yron mall ; 

That he was soone awaked therewithall. 

And lightly started up as one aflfrayd. 

Or a* u one him suddenly did call : 

So oftentimes be oat of sleepe abrayd. 

And tbea lay mtudng long on that him ill apayd 

xun. 

So long he mazed, and so long he lay. 
That at the last his wearie sprite opprest 
With fleshly weaknesse, which no creature may 
Long time resist, gave place to kindly rest. 
That all his senses did full soone arrest : 
Yet, in his soundest sleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan busily molest. 
And made him £neame those two disloyall were : 
The things, that day most minds, at night doe most 
appeare. 

XLIV. 

With that the wicked carle, the maister smith, 
A paire of red-whot yron tongs did take 
Out of tlie burning cinders, and therewith 
Under his side him nipt ; that, forst to wake. 
He felt his hart for very paine to quake. 
And started up avenged for to be 
On him the which his quiet slomber brake : 
Yet, looking round about biro, none could see ; 
Yet did the smart remaine, though he himselfe did 
fiee. 
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In such disquiet and hart-fretting payne 

He all that night, that too long night, did passe. 

And now the day out of the ocean mayue 

Began to peepe ahove this earthly masse, 

With pearly dew sprinkling the morning grasse : 

Then up he rose like heavie lumpe of lead. 

That in his face, as in a looking glasse, 

The signes of anguish one mote plainely read, 

And ghesse the man to he dismay d with gealous dread. 



XI. VI. 

Unto hiisi lofty steede he clombe anone, 
And forth upon his former voiage fared. 
And with him eke that aged squire attone ; 
Who, whatsoever perill was prepared. 
Both eqUall paines and equal! perill shared : 
The end whereof and daungerous event 
Shall for another canticle be spared : 
But here my wearie teeme, nigh over-spent. 
Shall brearh itselfe awhile after so long a wenL 



CANTO VI. 



Both Scudamour and Arthegall 
Doe fio:ht with Britomart : 

He sees her face ; doth fall in love. 
And sooue from hertlepart. 



1. 



What equall torment to the griefe of mind 

And p3aiing anguish hid in gentle hart. 

That inly feeds itselfe with thoughts unkind. 

And nourisheth her owne consuming smart ! 

What medicine can any leaches art 

Yeeld such a sore, that doth her grievance hide. 

And will to none her maladie impart ! 

Such was the wound that Scudamour did gride ; 

For which Dan Phebus selfe cannot a salve provide. 



II. 



Who having left that restlesse house of Care, 
I'he next day, as he on his way did ride. 
Full of melancholie and sad misfare 
Through misconceipt, all unawares espide 
An armed knight under a forrest side 
Sitting in shade beside his grazing steede ; 
Who, soone as them approaching he descride, 
Gan towards them to pricke with eger speede. 
That seem*d he was mil bent to some mischievous 
deede. 

III. 

Which Scudamour perceiving forth issewed 

To have rencountred him in equall race ; 

But, soone as th' other nigh approaching vewed 

The armes he bore, his speare be gan abeise 

And voide his course , at which so suddain case 

He wondred much : but th' other thus can say ; 

'' Ah ! gentle Scudamour, unto your grace 

I me submit, and you of pardon pray. 

That almost had against you trespassed this day." 



IV. 

Whereto thus Scudamour ; " Small harme it were 
For any knight upon a ventrous knight ^ 

Without displeasance for to prove his spere. 
But reade you, sir, sith ye my name have bight. 
What is your owne, that I mote you requite." 
*' Certes," sayd he, " ye mote as now excuse 
Me from discovering you my name aright : 
For time yet serves tliat I the same refuse ; 
But call ye me the salvage knight, as others use." 



v. 



" Then this, sir salvage knight," qubth hie, "ar^ede ; 
Or doe you here within this forrest wonne. 
That seemeth well to answere to your weede, 
Or have ye it for some occasion donne ? 
That rather seemes, sith knowen armes ye shonne.*' 
" This other day," sayd he, " a stranger knight 
Shame and dishonour hath unto me donne , 
On whom I waite to wreake that foule despight. 
Whenever he this way shall passe by day or night." 



vi. 

" Shame be his meede," quoth he, " that mcfaneth' 
But what is he by whom ye shamed were V* [shame ! 
" A stranger knight," sayd he, " unknowne by maae. 
But knowne by fame, and by an hebene speare 
With which he all that met him downe did bea 
He, in an open tumey lately held. 
Fro me the honour of that game did reare ; 
And having me, all wearie earst, downe feld. 
The fayrest ladie reft, and ever since withheld.' 



beare. 



vir. 

When Scudamour heard mention of that spe^ure. 
He wist right well that it was Britomart, 
The which from him his fairest love did beare. 
Tho gan he swell in every inner part 
For fell despight, and gnaw his gealous hart. 
That thus he sharply sayd ; " Now by my head. 
Yet is not this the first unknightly part. 
Which that same knight, whom by his launce I read. 
Hath doen to noble knights, that many makes him 
dread: 

VIII. 

'* For lately he my love hath fro me reft. 

And eke defiled with foule villanie 

ITie sacred pled i;e which in his faith was lefl^ 

In shame of'^ knighthood and fidelitie ; 

The which ere long full deare he shall abie : 

And if to that avenge by you decreed 

This hand may helpe, or succour ought supplie. 

It shall not fayle whenso ye shall it need." 

So both to wreake their wrathes on Britomart agreed* 
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YW8ir«l larvrtlMtWTong tohimraqiitte: 



xr. 



» 



•Vltt^ being jedded, be bis thmtfbll speare 
0«i fewtcr, and tninst her fiercely ran, 
Wbo •oooe as she him saw approching neare 
With ao Mirage, beneUe she lightly gan 
To digbt, to welcome him well as she can ; 
But entertaind hbn in so rude a wise. 
That to the gpround she smote both horse and man ; 
Whence neither greatly hasted to arise. 
But on their common harmes together did deyice. 



XT. 

But ArtegaD, beholding his misebaunce. 

New matter added to bis former fire ; 

And, eft arentring his steele-headed launce. 

Against her rode, full of despiteous ire. 

That nought but spoyle and vengeance did require : 

But to bimselfe his monous intent 

Returning disappointed bis desire. 

Whiles unawares his saddle be forwent. 

And found bimselfe on ground in great amasement. 

xn. 

Lijg^btly be started up out of that stound. 
And snatching forth bis direfull deadly blade 
Dnl leape to her, as doth an eger bound 
Thrust to an bjmd within some corert glade. 
Whom without perill he cannot invade : 
With such fell greedines be her assayled. 
That though she mounted were, jet be her made 
To give bmi ground, (so much bis fwoe prevayled,) 
And shun bis mightie strokes, gainst which no 
aimes ayayled. 

So, as they coursed here and there, it chaunst 
That, in her wheeling round, behind her crest 
So sorely be her strooke, that thence it glaunst 
Adowne her backe, the which it fairely blest 
From foule mischance ; ne did it erer rest. 
Till on her horses hinder ports it fell ; 
Where byting deepe so dwidly it imprest. 
That quite it chynd his backe behind the sell. 
And to alight on foote her algates did compell : 

xnr. 

Like as the ligbtning-brond from riven skie, 
Throwne out by angry love in his vengeance. 
With dreadfull force falles on some steeple hie ; 
Which battring downe, it on the church doth glance. 
And teares it all with terrible mischance. 
Yet she no whit dismayd her steed forsooke ; 
And, casting from her that enchaunted lance. 
Unto her sword and shield her soone betooke ; 
And therewithall at him right furiously she strooke. 



So furiously she strooke in her first heat, 
Whiles with long fight on foot he breathlesse was. 
That she him forced backward to retreat. 
And yeeld unto her weapon way to pas : 
Whose raging rigour neither Steele nor bras 
Could stay, but to the tender fiesh it went. 
And pour d the purple bloud forth on the gras ; 
That all his mavle jriv'd, and plates yrent, 
Shew'd all bis bodie bare unto the cruell dent. 



XVI. 

At length, wbenas be saw her hastie heat 
Abate, and panting breath began to fayle. 
He through long sufferance growing now more great 
Rose in his strength, and ean her fresh assayle. 
Heaping huge strokes as thicke as showre of hayle. 
And lashing dreadfully at every part. 
As if he thought her soule to disentrayle. 
Ah ! cruell haad, and tbrise more cruell hart. 
That workst such wrecke on her to whom thou 
dearest art ! 

xvn. 

What yron courage ever could endure 
To worke such outrage on so faire a creature ! 
And in bis madnesse thiake with hands impure 
To rooyle so goodly workmanship of nature. 
The Maker selfe resembling in her feature ! 
Certes some hdlisb furie or some feend 
This mischiefe framd, for their first loves defeature, 
To batfa their hands in bloud of dearest fireend. 
Thereby to make their loves beginning their lives 
end* 

xvni. 

Thus long they trac*d and traverst to and fro. 

Sometimes pursewing, and sometimes pursewed. 

Still as advantage tbery espyde thereto : 

But toward th' end Sir Artnegall renewed 

His strength still more, but she still more decrewed. 

At last bis lucklesse band he heav'd on hie. 

Having bis forces all in one accrewed. 

And therewith stroke at her so hideouslie. 

That seemed nought but death mote be her destinie. 



zix. 

The wicked stroke upon her helmet chaunst. 
And with the force, which in itselfe it bore. 
Her ventayle shard away, and thence forth glaunst 
Adowne in vaine, ne harm'd her any more. 
With that, her angels face, unseene afore, 
like to the ruddie mome appeard in aiglit, 
Deawed with silver drops through sweating sore ; 
But somewhat redder dien beseemed aright. 
Through toylesome beate and labour of her weaiy 
fight: 

XX. 

And round about the same her yellow heare, 
Having through stirring loosd their wonted band, 
Like to a golden border did appeare. 
Framed in goldsmithes forge with cunning band : 
Yet goldsmithes cunning could not understand 
To frame such subtOe wire, so shinie cleare ; 
For it did glister like the golden sand. 
The which Pactolus ?rith his waters shere 
Throwes forth upon the rivage round about hin 
nere. 
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XXI. 

And as bis hand he up againe did reare, 
Thinkings to worke on her bis utmost wracke, 
Ills powrelesse arme benumbd with secret feare 
From bis rerengefuU purpose shronke abacke. 
And cruell sword out of bis fingers slacke 
Fell downe to ground, as if the Steele had sence 
And felt some ruth, or sence bis band did lacke. 
Or both of them did tbinke obedience 
To doe to so divine a beauties excellence. 

XXII. 

And he bimselfe, long gazing thereupon, 
At last fell humbly downe upon bis knee, 
And of bis wonder made religion, 
Weening some bearenly goddesse he did see, 
Or else unweeting what it else might bee ; 
And pardon her besought bis errour frayle. 
That bad done outrage in so high degree : 
Wbilest trembling borrour did bis sense assayle, 
And made ech member quake, and manly hart to 
quayle. 

xxnr. 

Natbelesse she, full of wrath for that late stroke. 
All that long while upheld her wratbfull band, 
With fell intent on bun to bene vwroke ; 
And, looking steme, still over him did stand, 
Threatning to strike unlesse he would withstand ; 
And bad faim rise, or surely be should die. 
But, die or lire, for nought he would upstand ; 
But her of pardon prayd more eamestlie. 
Or wreake on him her will for so great iniurie. 

XXIV. 

Which whenas Scudamour, who now abrayd. 
Beheld, whereas he stood not farre aside. 
He was therewith right woudrously dismayd ; 
And drawing nigh, whenas he plaine descride 
That peerelesse pateme of dame natures pride 
And heavenly image of perfection, 
He blest himselfe as one sore terrifide ; 
And, turning feare to faint devotion, 
Did worship her as some celestiall vision. 

XXV. 

But Glance, seeing all that cbaunced there. 
Well weeting how their errour to asso3/ie. 
Full glad of so good end, to them drew nere. 
And her salewd with seemely beV-accoyle, 
loyous to see her safe after long toyle : 
Then her besought, as she to her was deare, 
To ^unt unto those warriours truce awhyle ; 
Which yeelded, they their bevers up did reare, 
And shew'd themselves to her such as indeed they 
were. 

XXVI. 

When Britomart with sharp avizefull eye 
Beheld the lovely face of Artegall 
Tempred with stemesse and stout maiestte. 
She gan eftsoones it to her mind to call 
To be the same which, in her Others hallr 
Long since in that encbaunted glasse she t»w : 
Therewith her wratbfull courage ean a]^>all. 
And baughtie spirits meekely to aaaw. 
That her enhaunced band she downe can soft with* 
draw. 
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Yet she it forst to have againe upheld. 
As fayning choler which was tum'd to cold : 
But ever, when his visage she beheld. 
Her hand fell downe, ana would no longer hold 
The wratbfull weapon gainst his countnance bold : 
But, when in vaine to fight she oft assayd, 
She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to scold : 
Natblesse her tongue not to her will obayd. 
But brought forth speeches myld when she would 
have missayd. 

xxvm. 

But Scudamour now woxen inly glad 
That all his gealous feare he false had found. 
And bow that hag bis love abused had 
With breach of fiuth and lo3raltie unsound. 
The which long time bis grieved hart did wound. 
He thus bespake ; " Certes, Sir Artegall, 
I ioy to see you lout so low on ground. 
And now become to live a ladies thrall. 
That wbylome in your miude wont to despise them 
all. 

XXIX. 

Soone as she beard the name of Artegall, 
Her hart did leape, and all her heart-strings tremble. 
For sudden ioy and secret feare withall ; 
And all her vitall powres, with motion nimble 
To succour it, themselves gan there assemble ; 
That by the swift recourse of flushing blood 
Right plaine appeard, though she it would dissemble. 
And fayned still her former angry mood. 
Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the flood. 

XXX. 

When Glaucd thus gan wisely all upknit; 
" Ye gentle knights, whom fortune here hath brought 
To be spectators of this uncouth fit, 
Which secret fete bath in this ladie wrought 
Against the course of kind, ne mervaile nought ; 
Ne thenceforth feare the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both your mindes with idle thought. 
Fearing least she your loves away shoxdd woo ; 
Feared in vaine, sith meanes ye see there wants 
theretoo. 

XXXI. 

" And you. Sir Artegall, the salvage knight, 

Hencerorth may not disdau^e that womans hand 

Hath conquered you anew in second fight : 

For wbylome th^ have conquered sea, and land. 

And heaven itselfe, that nougot may them wiUistand i 

Ne henceforth be rebellious imto love. 

That is the crowne of knighthood and the band 

Of noble minds derived ftom above. 

Which, being knit with vertue, never yriW remove. 

XXXIT. 

" And yon, faire ladie knight, my dearest dame. 
Relent the rigour of your wratbmll will. 
Whose fire were better turn'd to other flame ; 
And, wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace ; but so that be fulfill 
The penance which ye shall to bim empart : 
For lovers, heaven inust passe by sorrowes hell." 
Thereat full inly blushed Britomart ; 
But Artegall close-smyling ioy'd in secret barU 
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XXZIII. 

Yet durst he DOt make love so suddenly, 
Ne tbinke th* affection of her hart to draw 
From one to other so quite contrary : 
Besides her modest countenance he saw 
So fi^oodly grave, and full of princely aw, 
I'hat it his ran^ng fancie did refraine. 
And looser thoughts to lawfull bounds withdraw ; 
Whereby the passion grew more fierce and faine, 
Like to a stubbome steede whom strong hand would 
restraine. 

XXZIV. / 

But Scudamour, whose hart twizt doubtful! feare 
And feeble hope hung all this while suspence. 
Desiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfull newes and sure intelligence. 
Her thus bespake ; " But, sir, without offence 
Mote I request vou tydings of my love. 
My Amoret, sitn you her freed fro thence 
Where she, captived long, great woes did prove ; 
That where ye left I may her seeke, as doth behove." 

XXXV. 

To whom thus Britomart ; " Certes, sir knight. 

What is of her become, or whether reft, 

I cannot unto yon aread aright. 

For from that time I from enchaunters theft 

Her freed, in which ye her all hopelesse left, 

1 her preserved from perill and from feare. 

And evermore from villenie her kept : 

Ne ever was there wight to me more deare 

Then she, ne tmto whom I more true love did beare : 



XXXVI. 

•• Till on a day, as through a desert wyld 
We travelled, both wearie of the way. 
We did alight, and sate in shadow myld ; ^ 
Where fearelesse I to sleepe me downe did lay : 
But, whenas 1 did out of sleepe abray, 

found her not where 1 her left whyleare. 
But thought she wandred was, or gone astray : 
1 cal'd her loud, I sought her farre and neare ; 
Bnt no where could her find, nor tydings of her 
heare." 

xxxvu. 

When Scudamoor those heavie tydings heard, 
His hart was thrild with point of deadly feare, 
Ne in his face or bloud or life appeard ; 
But sens^lesse stood, like to a mazed steare 
1 bat yet of mortall stroke the stound doth beare : 
Till Glauce thus ; " Faire sir, be nought dismayd 
With needlesse dread, till certaintie ye heare ; 
For yet she may be safe though somewhat strayd : 
It«) best to hope the best, though of the worst affrsyd." 

xxxvin. 

Nathelesse ha hardly of her chearefull speech 
Did comfort take, or in his troubled sight 
Shew'd change of better cheare ; so sore a breach 
That sudden newes had made into his spnght ', 
Till Britomart him fairely thus behight ; 
" Great cause of sorrow certes, sir, ye bare ; 
But comfort take ; for, by this heavens light, 
I vow you dead or living not to leave, 
Til I her find and wreake on him that did her reave." 



XXXIX. 



Therewith he rested, and well pleased was. 
So, peace being confirm*d amongst them, all. 
They tooke their steeds, and forward thence did pa ■ 
Unto some resting place, which mote befidl ; 
All being guided by Sir Artegall : 
Where goodly solace was unto them made. 
And dayly feasting both in bowre and hall, 
Untill that they their wounds well healed had. 
And wearie limmes recur'd aftter late usage bad. 



XL. 

In all which time Sir AitegaU made way 
Unto the love of noble Britomart, 
And with meeke service and much suit did lay 
Continuall siege unto her gentle hart ; 
Which, being whylome launcht with lovely dart. 
More eath was new impression to receive : 
However she her paynd with womanish art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceive : 
Vaine is the art that seekes itselfe for to deceive. 



XLX. 

So well he woo*d her, and so wdl be wrought ber, 

With faire entreatie and sweet Uaodiabmmit, 

That at the length unto a bay he brought her. 

So as she to his speeches was eoatSBt 

To lend an eare, and softly to lekaL 

At last, through many vowes which fQs6ihepoar*d 

And many othes, she veelded her oooient 

To be bis love, and take him Ibr her loid, 

Till they with marriage meet might finish that accord. 

XLII. 

Tho, when they had long time there taken rest, 
Sir Artegall, who all this while was bound 
Upon an hard adventure yet in quest. 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found. 
To follow that which he did long propound ; 
And unto her his congee came to take : 
But her therewith full sore displeaad he found. 
And loth to leave her late betrothed make ; 
Her dearest love fiill loth so shortly to foisake. 

XLUI. 

Yet he with strong perswasions her asswaged. 

And wonne her will to suffer him depart ; 

For which his faith with her he fast «ig«^ed. 

And thousand vowes from bottome of ms hart. 

That, all so soone as he by wit or art 

Could that atchieve whereto he did aspire. 

He unto her would speedily revert : 

No longer space thereto he did desire. 

But till the homed moone three courses did expira 

xuv. 

With which she for the present was appeased. 
And yeelded leave, however malcontent 
She inly were and in her mind displeased. 
So, early on the morrow next, he went 
Forth on his way to which he was ybent ; 
Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide. 
As whylome was the custome ancient 
Mongst knights when on adventures they did ride 
Save that she algates him a while accompanide. 
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And by the way she sundry purpose found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay, 
And of the perils whereto he was bound, 
The feare whereof seem'd much her to affray 
But all she did was but to weare out day. 
l ull oftentimes she leave of him did take ; 
And eft againe deviz'd somewhat to say. 
Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make : 
So loth she was his companie for to forsake. 



XLVI. 

At last when all her speeches she had spent. 

And new occasion fayld her more to find. 

She left him to his fortunes government, 

And backe returned with right heavie mind ; 

To Scudamour, whom she had left behind ; 

With whom she went to seeke faire Amoret, 

Her second care, though in another kind : 

For vertues onely sake, which doth beget 

True love and faithful! friendship, she by her did set 



xLvn. 

Backe to that desert forrest they retyred. 
Where sorie Britomart had lost her late : 
There they her sought, and eveir where inquired 
Where they might tydings get of her estate ; 
Yet found they none. But, by what haplesse fate 
Or hard misfortune she was thence convayd. 
And stolne away from her beloved mate. 
Were long to tell ; therefore I here will stay 
Untill another tyde, that I it finish may. 



CANTO VII. 



Amoret rapt by greedie lust 

Belphebe saves from dread : 
The squire her loves ; and, being blam'd. 

His daies in dole doth lead. 



I. 



Great god of love, that with thy cruell darts 
Doest conquer greatest conquerors on ground, 
And setst thy kingdome in Uie captive harts 
Of kings and keasars to thy service bound ; 
What glorie or what guerdfon hast thou found 
In feeble ladies tyranning so sore, 
And adding anguish to the bitter wound 
With which their lives thou lancbedst long afore. 
By heaping stormes of trouble on them daily more ! 

tu 

So whylome didst thou to faire Florimell ; 
And so and so to noble Britomart : 
So doest thou now to her of whom I tell. 
The lovely Amoret, whose gentle hart 
Thou marty rest with sorrow and with smart. 
In salvage forrests and in deserts wide 
With beares and lygers taking heavie part, 
Withouten comfort and withouten guide ; 
That pittie is to heare the perils which she tride. 

III. 

So soone as she with that brave Britonesse 

Had left that turnejrment for beauties prise. 

They traveled long ; that now for weannesse. 

Both of the way and warlike exercise, 

Both through a forest rydiog did devise 

T' alight, and rest their wearie limbs a while. 

Inhere heavie sleepe the eye-lids did surprise 

Of Britomart after long tedious toyle. 

That did her passed paines in quiet rest assoyle* 



IV. 

That whiles fietir Amoret, of nought affeard, 
Walkt through the wood, for pleasure or for need. 
When suddenly behind her backe she heard 
One rushing forth out of the thickest weed, 
That, ere she backe could tume to taken heed. 
Had unawares her snatched up from ground : 
Feebly she shriekt, but so feebly indeed 
That Britomart heard not the shrilling sound. 
There where through weary travel she lay sleeping 
sound. 

It was to weet a wilde and salvage man ; 

Yet was no man, but onely like in shape, 

And eke in stature higher by a span ; 

All overgrowne with haire, that could awhape 

An hardy hart ; and his wide mouth did gapo 

With huge great teeth, like to a tusked bore ; 

For he liv'd all on ravin and on rape 

Of men and beasts ; and fed on fleshly gore. 

The signe whereof yet stain'd his bloudy lips afore. 

VI. 

His neather lip wbs not like man nor beast, 

But like a vnde deepe poke downe hsmging low. 

In which he wont the relickes of his feast 

And cruell spoyle, which he had spard-, to stow : 

And over it his huge great nose did grow. 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with blond ; 

And downe both sides two wide long eares did glow, 

And raught downe to his waste when up he stood, 

More great then th* eares of elephants by Indus flood. 
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XZZI, 

^ w«n «be «pMl Imt and lo 6r «be rcotrcd. 
That, «r» vnto lus bvllith den b« mcfat, 
Kt«b a« h« mdr w«» tbcro to Ksre cntred, 
^h« Mtrt an arroir fevth irifli mkghtj draag^ht. 
That m tba raiy dore kim oremiifiit. 
And, in bia iiap« arririai^, tkroa^ it ikiiid, 
IIm yfKid T tkrofa t b a i e with in two d iiu aa gh l. 
That all bu rifall apiritca tkcfcbjr wikU 
Aad aO hifl iMvy braat with gory blmid WW fild. 

xxxn. 

WboB when on groond she groTeliai^ aaw to lowlo, 
Hba ran in bast lua life to bare bereft ; 
Rqt, ere iihe eoald him reach, the ainfnil aowle 
I faring his carrion cone quite a enc el e aa e Wft 
VVa« Bed to hell, snreharg'd with apoile and theA : 
Yet orer him she there kng g*zin< etood. 
And oft admir'd his monstrons shape, and oft 
f f U mighty limba, wbilaat all with filthy Uoad 
The pbce there orer-iowne aeemd like a aodaine 

B00u« 

xxxm. 

Th«mceforth she past into his drpadfall den. 
Where nought but darkesome drerinesse she fonnd, 
Ne creature saw, bat hearkned now and then 
Some litle whispering, and soft-groning sound. 
With that she askt, what gfaoata there under groond 
lj»y hid in horrour of eteinall night ; 
And bad them, if so be they were not bound. 
To come and shew themselves before the light. 
Now freed from feare and danger of that dismall 
wight. 

XXXIV. 

Then forth the sad iflmylia issewed, 

Yet trembling every ioynt throap^Ii former feare ; 

And after her the luig, there witli her mewed, 

A foule and lothsome creature, did appeare ; 

A leman fit for such a lover deare : 

That mov'd Belphebe her no lease to bate, 

I'hen for to rue the others heavy cheare ; 

Of whom she gan enquire of her estate ; 

Who all to her at hirge, as hapoed, did relate. 

• 

XXXV. 

Thence she them brought toward the phice where 
She left the gentle squire with Amoret : [late 

There she him found by that new lovely mate. 
Who lay the whiles in swoune, full sadly set. 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet 
Which softly stild, and kissing them atweene. 
And handling soft the hurts which she did get : 
For of that carle she sorely bruz'd had beene, 
Als of his owne rash hand one wound was to be seene. 



xxxvi. 

Wliich when she saw with sodaine glauncing eye, 

Her noble heart, with sight thereof, was fild 

With deepe disdaine and great indignity, 

'J hat in her wrath she thought them both have thrild 

With that selfe arrow which the carle had kild : 

Yet held lier wrathfuU band from vengeance sore : 

Bui drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld, 

*• Is this the faiUi \ " she saidi — and said no more, 

But turod her face, and fled away for evermore. 
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At last, when long be fiaOow'd 

YeC fbond no ease of grid 

Unto dioee woods be tamed 

Fun of sad n^irnisb and ii 

And, finding there fit aolitaar p^K^ 

For wofiill wig^ choae oat a g lo oa a y 

Where hardly ere mote aee bright ~ 

For mossy trees, which covered nil 

And aad awlancholT ; there he his 



His wonted warlike weapons all he broke 

And threw away, with vow to ose no more* 

Ne thenceforth ever strike in bottell stroke, 

Ne ever word to speake to woman nHMre ; 

But in that wildernesse, of men ibriore 

And of tlie wicked world forgot te n quighl^ 

His hard midiap in d<rfor to deplore. 

And wast his wretched daies in woftill plight : 

So on himselfe to wreake bis follies owne de^iigfat 

XL. 

And eke bis garment, to be thereto meet. 

He wilfully did cat nid shape anew ; 

And his faire lockes, that wcmt with ointment sweet 

To be embaulm'd, and sweat ont dain^ dew. 

He let to grow and griesly to ooncrew. 

Uncombed, uncurFd, and cardesly onshed ; 

That in short time his face th^ overgrew. 

And over all his shoulders did dispred. 

That who he whilome was uneoth was to be red. 



zu. 

There he c<mtinaed in this carefull plight. 

Wretchedly wearing out his youdily yeuces. 

Through wilfull penury consumed quight. 

That bke a pined ghost he soone appeares : 

For other food then that wilde forrest beares, 

Ne other drinke there did he ever test 

I'hen running water tempred with his teares. 

The more his weakened body so to wast : 

That out of all mens knowledge he was wome at last 

jcLn. 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell. 
His own deare Lord Prince Arthure came that way, 
Seeking adventures where he mote heare tell ; 
And, as he through the wandring wood did stray. 
Having espide bis cabin far away, 
He to it drew, to weet who there did wonne ; 
Weening therein some holy hermit lay. 
That did resort of sinfull people shonne ; 
Or else some woodman shrowded there from scorch- 
ing sunnc. 
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zix. 



* Ah ! sad JEmyha" then sayd Amoret, 

'* Thy ruefiill pught I pit^ as mine owne I 

But read to me, by what devise or wit 

Hast thou in all this time from him unknowne 

Thine honour sav'd, though into thraklome throwne?'' 

'* Through helpe," auoth she, " of this old woman 

I have so done, as she to me hath showne : [here 

For, erer when he burnt in lustfull fire, 

She in my stead supplide his bestiall desire." 



XX. 

Thus of their erils as they did discourse. 
And each did other much bewaile and mone ; 
Loe ! where the villaine selfe, their sorrowes sourse, 
Came to the cave ; and reeling thence the stone. 
Which wont to stop the mouth thereof that none 
Might issue forth, came rudely rushing in« 
And, spredding over all the flore alone, 
Gan dight himselfe unto his wonted sinne ; 
Which ended, then his bloudy banket should beginne* 

zzx. 

Which whenas fearefuU Amorett perceived. 
She staid not th' utmost end thereof to try. 
But, like a ghastly gelt whose wits are reaved, 
Ran forth in hast with hideous outcry. 
For horrour of his shameful! villany : 
But after her full lightly he uprose. 
And her pursued as fast as she did flie : 
Full fast she flies, and &rre afore him goes, 
Ne feeles the thorns and thickets pricke her tender 
toes. 

XZII. 

Nor hedge, nor ditdb, nor hill, nor dale she staies. 
But over-leapes them all, like robuoke light. 
And through the thickest makes her nignest waies; 
And evermore, when with regardfull sight 
She looking backe espies the griesly wight 
Approching nigh, she gins to mend her pace. 
And makes her feare a spur to hast her flight ; 
More swift than Mjrrrh' or Daphne in her race. 
Or any of the Thracian Nimphes in salvage chaoe. 

zxm. 

Long so she fled, and so he followed long ; 

Ne living aide for her on earth appeares. 

But if the heavens helpe to redresse her wrong. 

Moved with pity and her plenteous teares. 

It fortuned Belphebe with her peeres 

The woody Nimphs, and with that lovely boy. 

Was huntmg then the Ubbards and the beares 

In these wild woods, as was her wonted ioy. 

To banish sloth that oft doth noble mindes annoy. 

xxiy. 

It so befell, as oft it falls in chace. 

That each of them from other sundred were ; 

And that same gentle squire arrived in place 

Where this same cursed caytive did appeare 

Pursuing that faire lady fuU of feare : 

And now ho her quite overtaken had ; 

And now he her away with him did beare 

Under his arme, as seeming wondrous glad. 

That by his grenning kughter mote fiirre off be rad. 



XXV. 

Which drery sight the g^tle squire espying^ 
Doth haste to crosse him by the nearest way, 
Led with that wofiill ladies piteous crying. 
And him assailes with all the might he may ; 
Yet will not he the lovely spoile down lay. 
But with his cra^;y club in his right hand 
Defends himselfe, and saves his gotten pray : 
Yet had it bene right hard him to withstand. 
But that he was full light and nimble on the land. 

XXVI. 

Thereto the villaine used crafte in fight : 

For, ever when the squire his iavelin shooke. 

He held the lady forth before him right. 

And with her body, as a buckler, broke 

The puissance of his intended stroke : 

And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight,) 

Whilest he on him was g^reedy to be wroke. 

That any little blow on her did light. 

Then would he laugh'aloud, and gather great delight. 

xxvix. 

Which subtill sleight did him encumber much. 
And made him oft, when he would strike, forbeare ; 
For hardly could he come the carle to touch. 
But that he her must hurt, or hazard neare : 
Yet he his hand so carefully did beare. 
That at the last he did himselfe attaine. 
And therein left the pike-head of his speare : 
A streame of coalblacke bloud thence gusht amaine. 
That all her silken garments did with blond bestaine . 

xxvm. 

With that he threw her rudely on the flore. 
And, laying both his hands upon his glave. 
With dreadifull strokes let drive at him so sore. 
That forst him flie abacke, himselfe to save : 
Yet he therewith so felly still did rave. 
That scarse the squire his hand could once upreare. 
But, for advantage, ground unto him gave. 
Tracing and traversing, now here, now there ; 
For bootlesse thing it was to thii:Jc such blowes to 
bears* 

XXIX. 

Whilest thus in battell they embusied were, 

Belphebe, raunging in her forrest wide. 

The hideous noise of their huge strokes did heare. 

And drew thereto, making her eare her guide : 

Whom when thattheefe approching nigh espide 

With bow in hand and arrowes ready bent. 

He by his former combate would not bide. 

But fled away with ghastly dreriment. 

Well knowing her to be his deaths sole instmment. 

XXX. 

Whom seeine flie, she speedily poursewed 
With winged feete, as nimble as the winde. 
And ever in her bow she ready shewed 
The arrow to his deadly marke desynde : 
As when Latonaes daughter, cruel! l^de. 
In vengement of her mothers great disgrace. 
With fell despight her cruell arrowes tynde 
Gainst wofulf Niobes unhappy race. 
That all the gods did mone her miserable cftse 
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XXXI. 

So well she sped her and so far she ventred, 
That, ere unto his hellish den he raught, 
Even as he ready was there to Iiave entred, 
She sent an arrow forth with iQighty draught. 
That in the very dore him overoaught, 
And, in his nape arriving, through it thrild, 
His greedy throte therewith in two distraught, 
That all his vitall spiritea therehy spild, 
And all his hairy brest with gory bloud w%s fild. 

XXXII. 

Whom when on ground she groveling saw to vowle, 
She ran in hast his life to have bereft ; 
But, ere she could him reach, the sinfull sowle 
Having his carrion corse quite sencelesse \^h 
Was fled to hell, surcharged with apoile and theft : 
Yet over him she there long gazing stood. 
And oft admir*d his monstrous shape, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whilest all with filthy bloud 
The place there over-flowne seemd like a sodaine 
flood. 

xxxm. 

Thenceforth she past into his dreadfnll den. 
Where nought but darkesome drerinesse she found, 
Ne creature saw, but hearkned now and then 
Some litle whispering, and soft-groning sound. 
With that she askt, what ghosts there under ground 
Lay hid in horrour of etemall night ; 
And bad them, if so be they were not bound, 
To come and shew themselves before the light, 
Now freed ftom feare and danger of thatdismall 
wight. 

XXXIV. 

Then forth the sad i^mylia issewed, 

Yet trembling every ioynt through former feare ; 

And, after her the hng, there with her mewed, 

A foule and lothsome creature, did appeare ; 

A leman fit for such a lover deare : 

That mov'd Belphebe her no lesse to hate, 

Then for to rue the others heavy cheare ; 

Of whom she gan enquire of her estate ; 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. 



XXXV. 

Thence she thein brought toward the place where 
She left the gentle squire with Amoret : [late 

There she him found by that new lovely mate, 
Who lay the whiles in swoune, fiill sadly set. 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet 
Which softly stild, and kissing them atweene, 
And handling soft the hurts which she did get : 
For of that carle she sorely bruz'd had beene, 
Als of his owne rash hand one wound was to be seene. 

XXXVI. 

Which when she saw with sodaine glauncing eye. 

Her nob^e heart, with sight thereof, was fild 

With deepe disdaine and great indignity, 

7 hat in her wrath she thought them both have thrild 

With that selfe arrow which the carle had kild : 

Yet held her wrathful! hand from vengeance sore : 

But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld, 

•• Is this the faiUi 1 " she said — and said no more. 

But tumd her fiwe, and fled away for evermore. 



xxxvn. 

He, seeing her depart, arose up light. 

Right sore agrieved at her sharpe reproofe. 

And follow'd fast : but, when he came in sight. 

He durst not nigh approch, but kept aloofe. 

For dread of her displeasure*s utmost proofe : 

And evermore, when he did grace entreat, 

And framed speaches fit for his behoofe. 

Her mortall arrowes she at him did threat, 

And forst him backe with fowle dishonor to retreat. 

xxxvin. 

At last, when long he follow'd had in vaine. 
Yet found no ease of griefe nor hope of grace. 
Unto those woods he turned backe againe. 
Full of sad anguish and in heavy case : 
And, finding there fit solitary place 
For wofull wight, chose out a gloomy glade. 
Where hardly eye mote see bright heavens face 
For mossy trees, which covered all with shade 
And sad melancholy ; there he his cabin made. 

XXXIX. 

His wonted warlike weapons all he broke 

And threw away, with vow to use no more, 

Ne thenceforth ever strike in battell stroke, 

Ne ever word to speake to woman more ; 

But in that wildemesse, of men forlore 

And of the wicked world forgotten quight. 

His hard mishap in dolor to deplore. 

And wast his wretched daies in wofull plight : 

So «n himselfe to wreake his follies owne despight. 

XL. 

And eke his garment, to be thereto meet. 

He wilfully did cut and shape anew ; 

And his faire lockes, that wont with ointment sweet 

To be embaulm'd, and sweat out dainty dew. 

He let to g^ow and griesly to concrew, 

Uncomb'd, uncurl'd, and carelesly unshed ; 

That in short time his face they overgrew, 

And over all his shoulders did dispred. 

That who he whilome was uneath was to be red. 



xu. 

There he continued in this carefull plight. 

Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeaijes. 

Through wilfull penury consumed quight, 

That like a pined ghost he soone appeares : 

For other food then that wilde forrest beares, 

Ne other drinke there did he ever tast 

Then running water tempred with his teares. 

The more his weakened body so to wast : 

That out of all mens knowledge he was wome at last 

•XUI. 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell, 
His own deare Lord Prince Arthure came that war, 
Seeking adventures where he mote heare tell • 
And, as he through the wandring wood did stray, 
Having espide his cabin far away. 
He to it drew, to weet who there did wonne • 
Weening therein some holy hermit lay, 
That did resort of sinfull people shonne ; 
Or else some woodman shrowded there from scorch- 
ing sunite. 
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Arriving there he found this wretched man 
Spending his daies in dolour and despaire, 
And, through long fasting, woxen pale and wan. 
All over-growen with rude and rugged haire ; 
That albeit his owne dear sq^uire he were, 
Yet he him knew not, ne ayiz*d at all ; 
But like strange wight, whom he had 
Saluting him, gan into speach to fall. 
And pitty much his plight, that liy'd like outcast 
thrall. 

XLiy. 

But to his speach he aunswered no whit. 
But stood still mute, as if he had beene dam» 
Ne signe of sence did shew, ne common wit, 
As one with griefe and anguishe over-cum ; 
And unto every thing did aunswere mum : 
And ever, when the prince unto him spake. 
He louted lowly, as did him becum. 
And humble homage did unto him make ; 
Midst sorrow shewing ioyous semblance for his 
sake. 



XLV. 



At which his uncouth guise and usage quaint 
The prince did wonder much, yet could not ghesse 
The cause of that his sorrowfull constraint ; 
Yet weend, by secret signes of manlinesse. 
Which close appeard in that rude brutishnesse. 
That he whilome some gentle swaine had beene, 
Traind up in feats of armes and knightlinesse ; 
Which he observ'd, by that he him had seene 
To weld his naked sword and try the edges keene ; 

XL VI, 

And eke by that he saw on every tree 

How he the name of one engraven had 

Which likly was his liefest love to be. 

From whom he now so sorely was bestad ; 

Which was by him Belphebe rightly rad : 

Yet who was that Belphebe he ne wist ; 

Yet saw he often how he wexed glad 

When he it heard, and how the ground he kist 

Wherein it written was, and how himselfe he blist. 



XLVII. 

Hio, when he long had marked his demeanor. 

And saw that all he said and did was vaine, 

Ne ought mote make him change his wonted tenor, 

Ne ought mote cease to mitigate his paine ; 

He left him there in languor to remame. 

Till time for him should remedy provide. 

And him restore to former grace againe : 

Which, for it is too long here to abide, 

I will deferre the end untill another tide. 



CANTO viir. 

The gentle squire recovers grace : 
Sclaunder her guests doth staine : 

Corflambo chaseth Placidas, 
And is by Arthure.slaine. 



X. 



Well said the wiseman, now proved true by this 

Which to this gentle squire did happen late, 

ThBt the displeasure of the mighty is 

llien dealh itselfe more dread and desperate ; 

For naught the same may calme, ne mitigate, 

I'ill time the tempest doe thereof delay 

With suflferaunce soft, which rigour can abate. 

And have the steme remembrance wypt away 

Of bitter thoughts, which deepe therem infixed lay. 



Like as it fell to this unhappy boy. 
Whose tender heart the faire Belphebe had 
With one steme looke so daunted, that no ioy 
In all his life, which afterwards he lad. 
He ever tasted ; but with penaunce sad 
And pensive sorrow pind and wore away, 
Ne ever laught, ne once shew'd countenance glad ; 
But alwaies wept and wailed night and day. 
As blasted bloosme through heat doth languish and 
decay : 



lU. 



Till on a day, as in his wonted wise 

His doole he made, tnere chaunst a turtle dove 

To come where he his dolors did devise. 

That likewise late had lost her dearest love. 

Which losse her made like passion also prove: 

Who, seeing his sad plight, her tender heart 

With deare compassion deeply did emmove. 

That she gan mone his undeserved smart. 

And with her dolefull accent beare with him a part. 



IV. 

Shee sitting by him, as on ground he lay. 
Her moumefuU notes full piteously did frame. 
And thereof made a lamentable lay, 
So sensibly compyld that in the same 
Him seemed oft he heard his owne right name. 
With that he forth would poure so plenteous teares. 
And beat his breast unworthy of such blame. 
And knocke his head, and rend his rugged heares. 
That could have perst the hearts of Ugres and of 
beares 
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Thns, Umg this gentle bird to him did use 

Witbouten dread of perill to repaire 

Unto his wonne, and with her monmelQll muse 

Him to recomfort in his g^reatest care. 

That much did ease his mourning and misftre : 

And every day, for guerdon of her song. 

He part of his small feast to her would share ; 

That, at the last, of all his woe and wrong 

Coa^wBioa she becanie^ and so eontimied long. 

Upon a day, as she him sate beside. 
By chance' he certaine miniments forth drew. 
Which yet with him as relickes did abide 
Of aU the bounty which Belphebe threw 
On him, whilst goodly g^raoe she did him shew : 
Amongst the rest a iewell rich he found. 
That was a ruby of right perfect bew, 
Shap*d like a heut yet bleeding of the wound. 
Ana with m litle goUeA dudne about it bound* 

VII, 

The same he tooke, and with a riband new. 
In which bis ladies colours were, did bind 
About the turtles necke, that with the rew 
Did greatly solace his engrieyed mind. 
All unawares the bird, when she did find 
Herselfe so dekt, her nimble wings dispUdd, 
And flew away as liehtly as the wind : 
Which sodaine accident him much dismaid ; 
And, looking after l<mg, did marke which way she 
straid« 

vni. 

But whenas long he looked had in raine. 
Yet saw her forward still to make her flight. 
His weary eie retumd to him i^;aine. 
Full of discomfort and disquiet plight. 
That both his iuell he had lost so light. 
And eke his deare companion of his care. 
But that sweet bird departing flew forthright. 
Through the wide region of the wastfull aire, 
Untill she came where wonned his Belphebe £uxe. 

IX. 

There found she her (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in covert shade of arbors sweet. 
After late wearie toile which she had tride 
In salvage chase, to rest as seem'd her meet. 
There she, alighting, fell before her feet. 
And gan to her her moumfuU plaint to make, 
As was her wont, thinking to let her weet 
The great tormenting griefe that for her sake 
Her gentle squire through her displeasure did per« 
take. 



She, her beholding with attentive eye. 

At length did marke about her purple brest 

That precious iuell, which she formerly 

Had knowue right well with colourd riobands drest 

Therewith she rose in hast, and her addrest 

With ready hand it to have reft away : 

But the swift bird obayd not her behest. 

But swarv'd aside, and there againe did stay ; 

She followed her, and thought againe it to assay* 



zi. 

And ever, when she nigh approeht, the dove 
Would flit a little forward, and then stay 
Till she drew neare, and then againe remove : 
So tempting her still to pursue the pray. 
And still from her escaping soft away : 
Till that at length into that fonest wide 
She drew her nr, and led with slow dehj': 
In th' end she her unto that place did guide. 
Whereas that wofull man in languor did abidew 



xn. 

Eftesoones she flew unto his fsailesse band^ 
And there a piteous ditty new devis'd. 
And if she would have made him underatand 
His sorrowes cause, to be of her despis'd : 
Whom when she saw in wretched weeds disguia'd 
With heary glib deform'd, and meiger fiiee. 
Like ghost late risen from his grave agryx'd. 
She knew him not, but pittied much his case. 
And wisht it were in hco: to doe him any graee. 

xin« 

He, her beholding, at her feet downe fell 

And kist the ground on which her sole did tread. 

And washt the same with water which did well 

From bis moist eies, and like two streames proceed ; 

Yet spake no word, whereby she mizbt aread 

What mister wight he was, or what he ment ; 

But, as one daunted with her presence dread, 

Onely few rueftiU lookes unto her sent. 

As messenges of his true meaning and intent* 



ziv. 

Yet nathemore his meaning she ared. 

But wondred much at his so selcouth case ; 

And by his persons secret seemlyhed 

Well weend that he had beene some man of place. 

Before misfortune did his hew deface ; 

That, being mov'd with ruth, she thus bespake : 

" Ah f wofuU man, what Heavens hard disgrace. 

Or wrath of cruell wiebt on thee ywrake. 

Or selfe-disliked life, doth thee thus wretched make ? 



XV. 

" If Heaven ; then none may it redresse or blame, 

Sith to His powre we all are subiect borne ! 

If wrathfuU wight ; then fowle rebuke and shame 

Be theirs that have so cruell thee forlome I 

But, if through inward griefe or wilfull scome 

Of life, it be ; then better doe advise : 

For he, whose daies in wilfull woe are wome. 

The grace of his Creator doth despise. 

That will not use his gifts for thanklesse nigardise.* 

XVI. 

When so he heard her say, eflsoones he brake. 

His sodaine silence whicn be long had pent. 

And, sighing inly deepe, her thus bespake ; 

" Then nave they all themselves aginst me bent ! 

For Heaven, first author of my languishment, 

Envjring my too great felicity. 

Did cosely with a cruell one consent 

To cloud my daies in dolefull misery, 

And make me loath this life, still longing for to die. 
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" Ne any Itut yourself, O dearest Dred, 

Hath done this wrong, to wreake on wtnthlesse wight 

Your high displeasure, through misdeeming bred : 

That, when your pleasure is to deeme aright. 

Ye may redresse, and me restore to light T' 

Which sory words her mightie hart did mate 

With mild regard to see his ruefull plight. 

That her inhuming wrath she gan abate. 

And him received againe to former fovours state. 

xvin. 

In which he long time afterwards did lead 
An happie life with grace and good accord, 
Fearlesse of fortunes chaunge or envies dread. 
And eke aU mindlesse of his own deare lord 
The noble prince, who never heard one word 
Of tydings, what did unto him betide, 
Or what good fortune did to him affoid ; 
But through the endlesse world did wander wide. 
Him seeking evermore, yet no where him descride : 

Till on a day, as through that wood he rode. 
He chaunst to come where those two ladies late, 
^mylia and Amoret, abode. 
Both in full sad and sorrowfuU estate ; 
The one rieht feeble through the evill rate 
Of food, which in her duresse she had found ; 
The other almost dead and desperate [wound 

Through her late hurts, and throueh that Implesse 
With which the squire, in her defence, her soreastound. 

XX. 

Whom when the prince beheld, he gan to rew 

The evill case in which those ladies lay ; 

But most was moved at the piteous vew 

Of Amoret, so neare unto decay. 

That her great daunger did him much dismay. 

Eftsoones that jnetious liquor forth he drew. 

Which he in store about him kept alway. 

And with few drops tbeoreof did softly dew 

Her wounds, that Unto strength restored her soone 



anew. 



XXI. 



Tho, when they both recovered were right well, 
He gan of them inquire, what eviil guide 
Them thether brought, and how their harmes befell : 
To whom they told all that did them betide. 
And how from thraldome vile they were untide. 
Of that same wicked carle, by virgins bond ; 
Whose bloudie corse they shew'd him there beside. 
And eke his cave in which they both were bond : 
At which he wondred much when all those signes he 
fond. 

XXXI. 

And evermore he greatly did desire 

To know, what virgin did them thence unbind ; 

And oft of them did earnestly inquire. 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 

But, whenas nought according to his mind 

He could out-learne, he them from ground did reare, 

^No service lothsome to a gmtle kmd,) 

And on his warlike beast them both did beare, 

Himselfe by them on foot to succour them from feare. 



xxiu. 

So when that forrest they had passed well, 

A litle cottage farre away they spide. 

To which they drew ere night upon them, fell ; 

And, entring in, found none therein abide. 

But one old womm fitting there beside 

Upon the ground in lagfed rude att3nre. 

With filthy lockes aboutner scattered wide. 

Gnawing her nayles fra* felnesse and for 3rre, 

And there out sucking venime to her parts entyre. 

XXIV. 

A foule and loathly creature sure in sight. 

And in conditions to be loath'd no lease : ^ 

For she was stuft with rancour and despight 

Up to the throat that oft with bittemesse 

It forth would breake and gush in great excise, 

Pouring out Btreemes of poyson and of gall 

Gainst all that truth or vertue doe professe ; 

Whom she with leaaings lewdly did miscsJl 

And wickedly baddhilii her name did Sclaunder call 

XXT. 

Her nature is, all goodnesse to abuse. 
And causelesse crimes continually to frame. 
With which she guiltlesse persons may accuse. 
And steale away the crowne of their good name : 
Ne ever knight so bold, ne ever dame 
So chast and loyal liv'd, but she would strive 
With forged cause them fiilsely to defame 3 
Ne ever thing so well was doen alive. 
But she with blame woiUd blot, and of due praise 
deprive. 

xxvi. 

Her words were not, as common words are ment^ 
T^expresse the meaning of the inward mind. 
But noysome breath, and poysnous spirit sent 
From inward parts, with cancred mahce lind. 
And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind ; [hart. 
Which passing through the eares would pierce the 
And wound the soule itselfe with eriefe unkind : 
For, like the stings of aspes that loll with smart. 
Her spightftillwoidsdid pricke and wound the inner 
part. 

xxvu. 

Such was that hag, unmeet to host such guests. 
Whom greatest princes court would welcome fayne : 
But ne^e, that answers not to all requests. 
Bad them not looke for better enterterta^ne ; 
And eke that age despysed nicenesse vaine, 
Euur'd to harduesse and to homely fare. 
Which them to warlike discipline did tni3me. 
And manly limbs endured with litle care 
Against aU hard mishaps and fortunelesse mia&xe. 

xxviu. 

Then all that evening, welcommed with cold 
And chearelesse hunger, they together spent ; 
Yet found no fault, but that the hag did scold 
And rayle at them with gmdgefull discontent. 
For lodging there without her owne consent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde. 
And unto rest themselves all onely lent, 
Regardlesse of that queane so base and vilde 
To be unhistly blamd and bitterly revUde. 
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XXIX. 

Here well I weene, whenas these rimes be red 
With misregard, that some rash-witted wight. 
Whose looser thought will lightly be misled. 
These gentle ladies will misaeeme too light 
For thus conrersing with this noble knight ; 
Sith now of dayes such temperance is rare 
And hard to finde, that heat of youthfull spright 
For ought will from his greedie pleasure spare: 
Mora hard for hungry tteed t*absttine from pleasant 
lare. 

XXX. 

But antique age, yet in the infimcie 
Of time, did kve then, like an innocent. 
In simple truth and blamelesse chastitie ; 
Ne then of guile had made experiment ; 
But, Toide of vile and treacherous intent. 
Held vertue, for itselfe, in soveraine awe : 
Then loyal love had royall regiment. 
And each unto his lust did make a lawe, ^ 
From aU forbkiden things his liking to withdraw. 

xxxt. 

The lyon there did with the lambe consort. 
And eke the dove sate by the faulcons side ; 
Ne each of other feared fraud or tort. 
But did in safe securitie abide, 
Withouten perill of the stronger pride : 
But when tne world woxe old, it woxe warre old, 
(Whereof it bight,) and, baring shortly tride 
The trainee of wit, in wickednesse woxe bold. 
And dared of all sinnes the secrets to unfold* 



ZXXII. 

Then beautie, which was made to represent 
The great Creatours owne resemblance bright. 
Unto abuse of lawlesse lust was lent. 
And made the baite of bestiall delight : 
Then faire grew foule, and foule grew fiure in sight ; 
And that, which wont to vanquish God and man. 
Was made the yassall of the rictors might ; 
Then did her glorious flowro wex dead and wan, 
Despisd and troden downe of all that orer-raa : 

xxxin. 

And now it is so utterly decayd. 

That any bud thereof aoth scarse remaine. 

But if few plants, presery'd through heavenly ayd. 

In princes court doe hap to sprout againe, 

I)ew*d with her drops of bountie soveraine. 

Which from that goodly glorious flowre proceed. 

Sprung of the aimcient stocke of princes straine. 

Now th* onelv remnant of that royall breed. 

Whose noble kind at first was sure ofheavenly seed. — 

XXXIV. 

Tho, soone as day discovered heavens face 
To siniull men with darknes overdigbt, 
This gentle crew gan from their eye-lids chace 
The drowzie humour of the dampish night. 
And did themselves unto their ioumey dight. 
80 forth they yode, and forward softly paced, 
That them to view had bene an uncoutn sight ; 
How all the way the prince on footpace traced, 
The ladies both on horse together rest embraced. 



XXXV. 

Soone as they thence departed were afore. 

That shamefuU hag, the slaunder of her sexe. 

Them followed fast, and them reviled sore. 

Him calling theefe, them whores ; that much did vexe 

His noble hart : thereto she did annexe 

False crimes and facts, such as they never ment. 

That those two ladies much ashamed did wexe : 

The more did she puraue her lewd intent. 

And ray I'd and rag^, till she had all her po3rson spent. 

XXXVI. 

At last, when they were passed out of sight. 
Yet she did not her spigbtfull speach forbeare. 
But after them did burke, and still backbite. 
Though there were none ber hatefull words to heare : 
like as a curre doth felly bite and teare 
The stone, which passed straunger at him threw ; 
So she, them seeing past the reach of eare, 
Against the stones and trees did rayle anew, 
Tul she had duld the sting, which in her tongs end 
grew. 

XXXVII. 

They passing forth kept on their readie way, 
Witb easie steps so soft as foot could stryde. 
Both for great feeblesse which did oft assay 
Faire Amoret, that scarcely she could ryde, 
And eke through heavie armes which sore annoyd 
The prince on foot, not wonted so to fare. 
Whose steadie hand was faine his steede to guyde, 
And aU the way from trotting bard to spare ; 
80 wai his toyle the more, the more that was his care. 

XXX VIII. 

At length they spide where towards them with speed 

A squire came galloping, as he would flie. 

Bearing a litle dwaTte before his steed. 

That all the way full loud for aide did crie. 

That seem'd hiis shrikes would rend the brasen skie : 

Whom after did a mighty man pursew, 

Ryding upon a dromedare on hie. 

Of stature huge, and horrible of hew. 

That would have maz'd a man his dreadfull face to 



yew 



XXZIX. 



For from his fearefiill eyes two fierie beames. 
More sharpe then points of needles, did proceede. 
Shooting forth farre away two flaming streames. 
Full of sad powre, that poysnous bale did breede 
To all that on him lookt without good heed. 
And secretly his enemies did slay : 
Like as the basiliske, of serpents seede. 
From powrefull eyes close venim doth convay 
Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away. 



XL. 



He all the way did rage at that same squire. 

And after him fuU many threatniugs threw, 

With curses vaine in his avengefiill ire : 

But none of them (so fast away he flew) 

Him overtooke before he came in vew : 

Where when he saw the prince in armour bright. 

He cald to him aloud his case to rew, 

And rescue him, through succour of his might, 

B'rom that his cruell foe that him pursewd in sight. 
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XLI. 

Ei'tsoones the prince tooke downe those ladies twaine 

From loftie steede, and mounting in their stead 

Came to that squire yet trembling every vaine ; 

Of whom he gan enquire his cause of dread : 

Who as he gan the same to him aread, 

Loe ! hard behind his backe his foe was prest. 

With dreadfull weapon aymed at his head. 

That unto death had doen him unredrest, 

Had not the noble prince his readie stroke represt : 

zui. 

Who, thrasting boldly twixt him and the blow. 
The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 
Upon his shield, which lightly he did throw 
Over his head, before the harme came neare : 
Nathlesse it fell with so despiteous dreare 
And heavie sway, that hard unto his crowne 
The shield it drove, and did the covering reare : 
Therewith both squire and dwarfe did tomble downe 
Unto the earth, and lay long while in senselesse 
swowne. 

xLin. 

Whereat the prince, full wrath, his strong right hand 

In fall arengement heaved up on hie. 

And stroke die pagan with his steely brand 

So sore, that to his saddle-bow thereby 

He bowed low, and so a while did lie : 

And sure, had not his massie yron mace 

Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily. 

It would have cleft him to the girdmg place ; 

Yet^ as it was, it did astonish him long space. 

ZLIV. 

But, when he to himselfe retumd againe, 
All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare. 
And vow hy Mahoune that he should be slaine. 
With that his murdrous mace he up did reare. 
That seemed nought the souse thereof could beare. 
And therewith smote at him with all his might : 
But, ere that it to him approched neare. 
The royall child with readie quick foresight 
Did shun the proofe thereof and it avoyded light. 

XLV. 

But, ere his hand he could recure againe 
To ward his bodie from the balefull stound, 
He smote at him with all his might and maine 
So furiously that, ere he wist, he found 
His head before him tombling on the ground ; 
The whiles his babling tongue did yet blaspheme 
And curse bis god that did him so confound ; 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudie streame, 
His Boule descended downe into the Stygian reame. 

XLvr. 

Which when that souire beheld, he woxe full glad 
To see his foe breatii out his spright in vaine : 
But that same dwarfe right sorie seem'd and sad, 
And howld aloud to see his lord there slaine. 
And rent his haire and scratcht his face for peine. 
Then gan the prince at leasure to inquire 
Of all the accident there hapned plaine. 
And what he was whose eyes did flame with fire : 
Al which was thus to him declared by that squire. 



XLVII. 



It 



This mightie man," quoth he, " whom you Lave 
Of an huge geauntesse whylome was bred ; [slaine. 
And by his strength rule to himselfe did gaine 
Of many nations into thraldome led, 
And mightie kingdomes of his force adred ; 
Whom yet he conquer'd not by bloudie fight, 
Ne hostes of men with banners brode dispred. 
But by the powre of his infectious sight. 
With which he killed all that came within his might. 

XLVIII. 

" Ne was he ever vanquished afore. 

But ever vanquisht all with whom he fought ; 

Ne was there man so strong, but he downe bore ; 

Ne woman yet so faire, but he her brought 

Unto, his bay, and c4ptived her thought : 

For most of strength and beautie his desire 

Was spoyle to make, and wast them unto nought. 

By casting secret flakes of lustfull fire 

From his false eyes into their harts and parts entire. 

XLIX. 

" Therefore Corflambo was he cald aright. 

Though namelesse there his bodie now doth lie ; 

Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 

The iaire Paeana : who seemes outwardly 

So faire as ever yet saw living eie ; 

And, were her vertue like her beautie bright. 

She were as faire as any under skie : 

But ah ! she given is to vaine delight, 

And eke too loose of life, and eke of love too light. 



L. 

" So, as it fell, there was a gentle squire 
That lov'd a ladie of high parentage ; 
But, for his mesne degree might not aspire 
To match so high, her friends with counsell sage 
Dissuaded her from such a disparage : 
But she, whose hart to love was wholly lent. 
Out of his hands could not redeeme her gage. 
But, firmely following her first intent, 
Resolv'd with him to wend, gainst all her friends 
consent. 

" So twixt themselves the^ pointed time and place : 
To which when he accordmg did repaire. 
An hard mishap and disaventrous case 
Him chaunst ; instead of his ^mylia fairn. 
This Gyants sonne, that lies there on the laire 
An headiesse heape, him unawares there caught , 
And all dismayd through mercilesse despaire 
Him wretched thrall unto his dongeon brought. 
Where he remaines of all unsuccour'd and unsought 



LII. 

" This gyants daughter came upon a day 
Unto the prison, in her ioyous glee. 
To view the thrals which there in bondage lay : 
Amongst the rest she chaunced there to see 
This lovely swaine, the squire of low degree ; 
To whom she did her liking lightly cast. 
And wooed him her paramour to bee : 
From day to day she woo'd and prayd him fast. 
And for his love him promist libertie at last. 
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* ** *^T^I^grtl with him in place ; 
JfrJSlZ?^ dwarfe, her dearling base, 
^.^ilirSi ^•^^ of every prison doie 

Vmim his will wiy whom he list resto 
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restoie, 
Imi Ksty'reseiTe to be aiBieted more. 



tv. 



«• Whervof when tjdinrs came nnto mine eare, 
y^H juIy^ sorie, for the ferrent xeale 
Which \ to him as to my sonle did beare, 
t thither went ; where I did long ooneeale 
MvaelfiB, till that the dwar^ did me rereale, 
Aiid told his dame her squire of low degree 
0id seoredy out of her piison steale ; 
For me he did mistake mat squire to bee ; 
For Barer two so like did living eieatore see. 



Lvr. 

** Then was I taken and before her brought ; 
Who, through the likenesse of my outwud hew. 
Being likewise beguiled in her thought, 
Oaa Uame me mudi for being so untrew 
To seeke by flight her fellowship t'eschew, 
Tfiat lov*d me aeare, as dearest thing alive. 
Thence she commaunded me to prison new : 
Whereof I glad did not gaine-say nor strive. 
Bat Boffiped that same dwarfe me to her dongeon 
drive. 

Lvn. 

'* There did I finde mine onely faithfuU frend 

In heavy plight and sad perplexitie ; 

Whereof 1 sorie, yet myselfe did bend 

Him to recomfcHTt with ray companie ; 

But him the more agreev d I found thereby : 

For all his ioy, he said, in that distresse 

Was mine and his ^mylias libertie. 

^mylia well he lov'd, as I mote ghesse ; 

Yet greater love to me then her he did professe. 

LVIIl. 

«* But I with better reason him aviz*d 

And shew'd him how, through error and misthought 

Of our like persons eath to be disguized, 

Or his exchange <»* freedom might be wrought. 

Whereto full loth was he, ne would for ought 

Consent that I, who stood all fearelesse free, 

^ould wilfully be into thraldome brought, 

rill frtrtune dia perforce it so decree : 

r-ruld at last, he did to me agree. 



I 



I 



« The morrow next, about the wonted bowre. 
The dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyas 
To come forthwith unto his ladies bowre : 
Insteed of whom forth came I Placidaa, 
And undiscemed forth with him did pas. 
There with great iojrance and with gfadsome glee 
Of faire Psana I received was, 
And oft imbrast, as if that I were bee. 
And with kind words accoyd, vowing great love to 
mee. 

LX. 

" Which I, that was not bent to former love 

As was my friend that had her l<Nig refris'd. 

Did well accept, as well it did behove. 

And to the present neede it wisely usd. 

My former hardnesse first I faire excusd ; 

And, after, promist lai^ amends to make. 

With such smooth termes her error I abusd 

To my friends good more dien for mine owne sake. 

For whose sole libertie I love and life did stake. 



LXI. 

** Thenceforth I found more favour at her hand ; 

That to her dwarfe, which had me in his chai^. 

She bad to lighten my too heavie band. 

And graunt more scope to me to waike at lai^^ 

So on a day, as by the flowrie marge 

Of a fresh streame I with that elfe did play. 

Finding no meanes how I might us enlarge. 

But if that dwarfe I could with me convay, 

I lightly soatcht him up and with me bore away. 

Lxn. 

" Thereat he ahriekt aloud, that with his cry 
The tyrant selfe came forth with yelling bray. 
And me pursew'd ; but nathemore would I 
Forgoe the purchase of my gotten pray. 
But have perforce him hether brought away." 
Thus as they talked, loe ! where nigh at hand 
Those ladies two, yet doubtful! through dismay. 
In presence came, desirous t* understand 
Tyoing^ of all which there had hapned on the land. 



re- 
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Lxnr. 

Where soone as sad ^Emylia did espie 
Her captive lovers friend, young Placidas ; 
AU mindlesse of her wonted m<xlestie 
She to him ran, and, him with straight embras 
Enfolding, said ; " and lives yet Amyas V* 
** He lives," quoth he, ** and his ^mylia loves." 
" Then lesse," said she, " b^ all the woe I pas. 
With which my weaker patience fortune proves : 
But what mishap thus long him fro myselfe 
moves ?" 

LXIV. 

Then gan he all this storie to renew, 

And tell the course of his captivitie ; 

That her deore hart full deepely made to rcw 

And sigh full sore, to heare the miserie 

In which so loo^ he mereilesse did lie. 

Then, after many teares and sorrowes spent. 

She deare besought the prince of remedie : 

Who thereto did with readie will consent. 

And well performed ; as shall appeare by his event. 
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CANTO IX. 

The Squire of low degree, releast, 

Pseana takes to wife : 
Britomart fightes with many Imights ; 

Prince Arthur stints their strife. 



Y. 

Hard is the doubt, and di£Scult to deeme. 

When all three kinds of love together meet 

And doe dispart the hart with powre extreme. 

Whether shall weigh the balance downe ; to weet. 

The deare affection unto kindred sweet. 

Or raging fire of love to womankind, 

Or zeale of friends combynd with vertues meet. 

But of them all the band of vertuous mind. 

Me seemesythe gentle hart should most assured, bind^ 



XI. 

For naturall affection soone doth cesse, 
And quenched is with Cupids greater flame ; 
But fSadthfull fricHddship doth them both suppresse. 
And them with maystring discipline doth tame. 
Through thoughts aspyring to etemall fame. 
For as the soiUe doth rule the earthly masse, 
And all the sendee of the bodie frame ; 
So love of soule doth love of bodie passe. 
No lease then perfect gold surmounts the meanest 
brasse. 

* 

All which who list by tfyall to assay. 

Shall in this sti»ie find approved plaine ; 

In which these squires true friendship more did sway 

Then either care of parents could renaine. 

Or lore of fitirest ladie could constrains. 

For thouffh Pseana were as ftire as mome. 

Yet did wis trustie squire with proud disdaine 

For his friends sake her offred fifvours scorne. 

And she herselfe hst syre of whom she was ybome. 

IT. 

Now, afler ^hat Prince Arthur graunted had 

To yeeld strong succour to that gentle swa3nae. 

Who now long time had lyen in prison sad ; 

He gan advise how best he mote dsabxpM 

'J'hat enterprise, for greatest glonesgayne. 

That headlesse ^rrants tronke he reard from ground, 

And, having ympt the head to it agajme. 

Upon his usuall beast it firmely bound. 

And made it so to ride as it alive was found. 



V. 

Then did he take that chased squire, and layd 

Before the ryder, as he captive were ; 

And made his dwarfe, though with unwilling ayd, 

'i o guide the beast that did his maister beare. 

Till to his Castle they approched neare : 

Whom when the vrateh, tbi^ kept continuall ward. 

Saw cumming home, all voide of doubtfull feare 

He, running downe, the gate to him unbard ; 

Whom straight the Prince ensuing in together far*d« 



VI. 



There did he find in her delitious boure 

The faire Paeana playing on a rote, 

Complayning of her cruell panunoure. 

And singing all her sorrow to the note. 

As she had learned readily by rote ; 

That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight 

The Prince half rapt began on her to dote ; 

Till, better him bethinking of the right. 

He her unwares attacht, and captive held by might. 



VII. 



Wlience being forth produced, when she perceived 
Her owne deare sire, she cald to him for aide : 
But when of him no aunswere she received, 
But saw him sencelesse by the squire upstaide. 
She weened well that then she was betraide : 
Then gan she loudly cry, and weepe, and waile. 
And that same squire of treason to upbraide : 
But a]l in vaine ; her plaints might not prevaile ; 
Ne none there was to reskue her, ne none to baile. 



vni. 

Then tooke he that same dwarfe and him compeld 
To open unto him the prison dore. 
And forth to bring those thrals which there he held. 
Thence forth were brought to him above a score 
Of knights and squires to him unknowne afore : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free. 
And unto former liberty restore. 
Amongst the rest that squire of low degree 
Came forth full weake and wan, not like himselfe to 
bee. 

rz. 

Whom soone as faire uiEmylia beheld 
And Placidas, they both unto him Tan, 
And him embracing fast betwixt them held. 
Striving to comfort him all that they can, 
And kissing oft his visage pale and wan : 
That faire Pseana, them beholding both, 
Gan both envy, and bitterly to ban ; 
Through iealous passion weeping inly wroth, 
To see the sight perforce that both her eyes were 
loth. 

X. 

But when awhile they had together beene. 

And diversly conferred of their case. 

She, though full oft she both of them had scene 

Asunder, yet not ever in one place. 

Began to doubt, when she them saw embrace, 

Wmch was the captive squire she lov'd so deare. 

Deceived through gpreat likenesse of their face : 

For they so like in person did appeare. 

That she uneadi discerned whether whether weare. 
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XI. 

And eke the prince wbenas he them avized, 

Their like resemblaunce much admired there. 

And mazd how nature had so well disguized. 

Her worke, and counterfet herselfe so nere, 

As if that by one patteme seene somewhere 

She had them made a paragone to be ; 

Or whether it through skill or errour were. 

Ilius gazing long at them much wondred he ; 

So did the other knighta and squires which him, did 



see. 



zn. 



Tlien gan they ransacke that same castle strong. 
In which he found great store of hoorded threasure, 
The which that tyrant gathered had by wrong 
A.nd tortious powre, without respect or measure* 
Upon all which the Briton prince made seasure. 
And afterwards continued there a while 
To rest bimselfe, and solace in soft pleasure 
Those weaker ladies after weary toUe ; 
To whom he did diride put ot his purchast spoile. 

zin. 

And, for more ioy, that captive lady faire. 
The faire Pa;ana, he enlarged free. 
And by the rest did set in sumptuous chaire 
To feast and frollicke ; nathemore would she 
Shew gladsome countenaunce nor pleasaunt glee ; 
But grieved was for losse both of her sire, 
And eke of loqiship with both land and fee ; 
But most she toucned was with griefe entire 
For loBse of her new loye, the hope of her desire. 

ziv. 

But her the prince, through his well-wonted grace. 
To better termes of myldnesse did entreat 
From that fowle rudenesse which did her deface ; 
And that same bitter cor'sive, which did eat 
Her tender heart and made refraine from meat. 
He with good thewes and speaches well applyde 
Did mollifie, and calme her raging heat : 
For though she were most faire, and goodly dyde, 
Yet she it all did mar with cruelty and pride. 



zv. 

And, for to shut up all in friendly love, 
Sith love was first the ground of all her griefe, 
That trusty squire he wisely well did move 
Not to despise that dame which lov'd him liefe. 
Till he had made of her some better priefe , 
But to accept her to his wedded wife : 
rhereto he offred for to make him chiefe 
Of all her land and lordship during life : 
He yeelded, and her tooke; so stinted all their 
strife. 

zvi. 

From that day forth in peace and ioyous blis 
They liv'd together long without debate ; 
Ne private iarre, ne spite of enemis. 
Could shake the safe assuraunce of their state : 
And she, whom nature did so faire create 
That she mote match the fairest of her daies. 
Yet with lewd loves and lust intemperate 
Had it defaste, thenceforth reformed her waies, 
That all men much admyrde her change, and spake 
her praise. 



xvu. 

Thus when the prince had perfectly compylde 
These paires of friends in peace and setled rest : 
Himselfe, whose minde did travell as with chylde 
Of his old love conceav'd in secret brest. 
Resolved to pursue his former guest ; 
And, taking leave of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amoret, whom fortune by bequest 
Had left in his protection whileare, 
Exchanged out of one into another feare. 

xvin. 

Feare of her safety did her not constraine ; 

For well she wist now in a mighty hcmd 

Her person, late in perill, did remaine. 

Who able was all daungers to withstond : 

But now in feare of shame she more did stond. 

Seeing herselfe all soly succourlesse. 

Left in the victors powre, like vassall bond ; 

Whose will her weakenesse could no way represse. 

In OBse his burning lust shoidd breake into excesse. 



XIX. 

But cause of feare sure had she none at all 

Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 

The course of loose affection to forstall, 

And lawlesse lust to rule with reasons lore ; 

That, all the while he by his side her bore. 

She was as safe as in a sanctuary. 

Thus many miles they two together wore, 

To seeke their loves dispersed diversly ; 

Yet neither shewed to other their hearts privity 

zz. 

At length they came whereas a troupe of knights 
They saw together skirmishing, as seemed : 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell despight. 
But foure of them the battell best beseemed, 
That which of them was best mote not be denned. 
These foure were they from whom false Florimel 
By Braggadochio lately was redeemed ; 
To weet, sterne Druon, and lewd Claribell, 
Loveolavish Blandamour, and lustfull ParidelL 

XXI. 

Druons delight was all in single life. 

And unto ladies love would lend no leasure : 

The more was Claribell enraged rife 

With fervent flames and love^ out of measure : 

So eke lov'd Blandamour, but yet at pleasure 

Would change his liking, and new lemans prove : 

But Paridell of love did make no threasure. 

But lusted after all that him did move : 

So diversly these foure disposed were to love. 

XXII. 

But those two other, which beside them stoode. 

Were Britomart and gentle Scudamour ; 

Who all the while beheld their wrath full moode. 

And wondred at their implacable stoure, 

Whose like they never saw till that same houre : 

So dreadfull strokes each did at other drive. 

And laid on load with all their might and powre. 

As if that every dint the ghost would rive 

Out of their w-etched corses, and their lives deprive 
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XZUI. 

As when Dan ^olus, in great displeasure 
For losse of his deare love by Neptune hent, 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden threasure 
Upon the sea to wreake his fiill intent ; 
They, breaking forth with rude unruUment 
From all foure parts of heaven, doe rage full sore. 
And tosse the aeepes, and teare the firmament. 
And all the world confound with wide uprore ; 
As if instead thereof they Chaos would restore. 

xxir. 

Cause of their discord and so fell debate 

Was for the love of that same snowy maid, 

Whome they had lost in tumeyment of late ; 

And, seeking long to weet which way she straid. 

Met here together ; where, through lewd upbraide 

Of Ate and Duessa, they fell out ; 

And each one taking part in others aide 

lliis cruell conflict raised thereabout, 

Whose dangerous successe depended yet in doubt : 

XXV. 

For sometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe ; 
Eftsooues the others did the field recoure. 
And on their foes did worke full cruell wracke : 
Yet neither would their fiend-like fury slacke, 
But evermore their malice did augment ; 
Till that uneath they forced were, for lacke 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 
And rest themselves tor to recover spirits spent. 

XXVI. 

Tliere gan they change their sides, and new parts 
For Paridell did take to Druons side, [take ; 

For old despight which now forth newly brake 
Gainst Blandamour whom alwaies he envide : 
And Blandamour to Claribell relide : 
So all afresh gan former fight renew. 
As when two barkes, this caried with the tide. 
That with the wind, contrary courses sew. 
If wind and tide doe change, their courses change 
anew. 

xxvn. 

Thenceforth they much more furiously gan fare. 

As if but then the battell had begonne ; 

Ne hefanets bright ne hawberks strong did spare. 

That through the clifts the vermeil bloud out sponne. 

And all adowne their riven sides did ronne. 

Such mortall malice wonder was to see 

In friends profest, and so great outrage donne : 

But sooth IS said, and tride in each degree. 

Faint friends when they fall out most cruell fomen bee, 

xxvin. 

Thus they long while continued in fight ; 
Till Scudamour and that same Briton maide 
By fortune in that place did chance to light : 
Whom soone as they with wrathfull eie bewndde, 
They gan remember of the fowle upbraide. 
The which that Britonesse bad to them donne 
In that late tumey for the snowy maide ; 
Where she h'ad^em both shamefully fordonne, 
And eke the famous prize of beau^ from them wonne. 



XXIXi 



Ef^oones all burning with a fresh desire 

Of fell revenge, in their malicious mood 

They from themselves gan tume their furious ire. 

And cruell blades yet steeming with whot bloud 

Against those two let drive, as they were wood : 

Who wondring much at that so sodaine fit. 

Yet nought dismayd, them stoutly well withstood ; 

Nfi yeelded foote, ne once abacke did flit, 

But, he^fig doubly smitten, likewise doubly smit. 



XXX. 

The warlike dame was on her part assaid 

Of Claribell and Blandamour attone ; 

And Paridell and Druon fiercely laid 

At Scudamour, both his professed fone : 

Four charged two, and two surcharged one ; 

Yet did those two themselves so bravely beare. 

That th* other litle gained by the lone. 

But with their owne repayed duely weare. 

And usury withall : such gaine was gotten deare. 

xxxz. 

Full ofltentimes did Britomart assay 
To speake to them, and some emparlance move ; 
But they .for nought their cruell hands would stay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought that might behove. 
As when ad eager mastifle once doth prove 
The tast of bloud of som& engored beast, 
No words may rate, nor rigour him remove 
From greedy nold of that ms blouddy feast : 
So, litle did they hearken to her sweet beheast. 

xxxn. 

Whom when the Briton prince afarre beheld 
With ods of so unequall match opprest, 
His mighty heart with indignation sweld. 
And inward grudge fild his heroicke brest : 
EfUoones himselie he to their aide addrest. 
And thrusting fierce into the thickest preace 
Divided them, hcwever loth to rest ; 
And would them faine from battell to surceasse, 
With gentle words p^ rswading them to friendly peace. 

XXXIIZ. 

But they so &rre from peace or patience were, 

That all at orce at him gan fiercely flie. 

And lay on load, as they him downe would beare : 

Like to a storme which hovers under skie. 

Long here and there and round about doth stie. 

At length breakes downe in raine, and haile, and 

sleet. 
First from one coast, till nought thereof be drie ; 
And then another, till that likewise fleet ; 
And so from side to side till all the world it weet. 

XXXIV. 

But now their forces greatly were decayd. 

The prince yet being fresh untoucht afore ; 

Who them with speaches milde gan first disswadd 

From such foule outrage, and them long forbore : 

TiU, seeing them through suffrance hartned more, 

Himselfe he bent their furies to abate. 

And layd at them so sharpely and so sore. 

That shortly them compelled to retrate. 

And being brought in daunger to relent too late. 
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Bai now his courage being throughhr fired, 

He ment to make mem know tbeir follies prise. 

Had not those two him instantly desired 

T' asswage his wrath, and pardon their mesprise : 

At whose request he gan himselfe advise 

To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat 

In milder tearmes, as list them to devise ; 

Mongst which the cause of their so cruell heat 

He did them aske ; who all that passed gan repeat ; 



xxxvi. 



And told at large how that same errant knight. 

To weet, faire Britomart, them late had foyled 

In open turney, and by wrongfull fight 

Both of their publicke praise had them despoyled, 

And also of their private loves beguyled ; 

Of two full luurd to read the harder theft. 

But she that wrongfull challenge soone assoyled, 

And shew'd that she had not ihat lady reft, 

(As ibey supposed,) but her had to her liking left. 



xxxvii. 



To whom the prince thus goodly well replied ; 
" Certes, sir knight, ye seemen much to blame 
To rip up wrong that battell once hath tried ; 
Wherein the honor both of armes ye shan^e. 
And eke the love of ladies foule defame ; 
To whom the world this franchise ever yeelded. 
That of their loves choise they might freedom clame, 
And in that right should by all knights be shielded : 
Gainst which, me seemes, this war ye wrongfully 
have wielded." 



xxxvni. 

" And yet," quoth she, "a greater wrong remuMi: 
For I thereby my former love have lost ; 
Whom seeking ever since with endlesse painei 
Hath me much sorrow and much trarell cost; 
Aye me, to see that gentle maide so tost !" 
But Scudamour then sighing deepe thus saide ; 
" Certes her losse ought me to sorrow most. 
Whose right she is, wherever she be straide. 
Through many perils wonnsi and many IbrtuM 
waide : 

XXXIX. 

" For from the first that I her lore profest. 
Unto this houre, this present lucklesse howre, 
I never ioyed happinesse nor rest ; 
But thus tormoild from one to other stowre 
I wast my life, and doe my daies derowre 
In wretched anguishe ana inces^mt woe. 
Passing the measure of my feeble powre ; 
That, living thus a wretch and loving so, 
I neither can my love ne yet my life forgo.** 

XL. 

Then good Sir Claribell him thus bespake ; 

** Now were it not, Sir Scudamour, to you 

Dislikefull paine so sad a tasks to take. 

Mote me entreat you, sith this gentle crew 

Is now so well accorded all anew. 

That, as we ride together on our way. 

Ye will recount to us in ordeir dew 

All that adventure which ye did assay 

For that faire ladies love : past perils well apay." 



XLI. 

So gan the rest him likewise to require : 

But Britomart did him imp6rtune nard 

To take on him that paine ; whose great desire 

He glad to satisfie, himselfe prepar'd 

To tell through what misfortune he had fai'd 

In that atchievement, as to him befell. 

And all those daungers unto them declared -, 

Which sith they cannot in this canto well 

Comprised be, I will them in another tell. 



CANTO X. 

Scudamour doth his conquest tell 

Of vertuous Amoret : 
Great Venus temple is describ*d ; 

And lovers life forth set. 



r. 



** Tbub he it said, whatever man it sayd. 

That love with gall and hony doth abound : 

But if the one be with the other wayd. 

For every dram of hony, therein found, 

A pound of gall doth over it redound : 

Tlmt I too true by triall have approved ; 

For since the day that first with deadly wound 

My heart was launcht, and learned to have loved, 

I never ioyed howre, but still with care was moved. 



II. 



" And yet such grace is given them from above. 
That aU the cares and evil! which they meet 
May nought at all their setled mindes remove. 
But seeme gainst common sence to them most sweet ; 
As hosting m their martyrdome unmeet. 
So all that ever yet I have endured 
I count as naught, and tread downs under feet. 
Since of my love at length I rest assured. 
That to disloyalty she will not be allured. 



PCanto X.] 



THE FAERIE QUEEN E. 



22r 



ni. 

^ Long were to tell the travell and long toile. 
Through which this shield of Love I late have wonne., 

* And purchased this peerlesse beauties spoile, 

* That harder may be ended, then begonne : 
But since ye so desire, your will be donne. 

^ Then hearke, ye gentle knights and ladies free, 
> "Mj hard mishaps that ye may leame to shonne ; 
For though sweet love to conquer glorious bee, 
( Yet is the paine thereof much greater then the fee. 



IV. 

" What time the fame of this renowmed prise 
Flew first abroad, and all mens eares possest ; 
I, having armes Uien taken, gan avise 
To winne me honour by some noble gest. 
And purchase me some place amongst the best. 
I boldly thought, (so young mens thoughts are bold), 
That this same brave emprize for me did rest, 
And that both shield and she whom I behold 
Might be my lucky lot ; sith all by lot we hold. 



*' So on that hard adventure forth I went. 
And to the place of perill shortly cnme : 
That was a temple »ire and auncient. 
Which of great mother Venus bare the nune. 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame ; 
Much more then that which was in Paphos built. 
Or that in Cyprus, both long since this same. 
Though all the pillours of the one were guilt. 
And all the others pavement were with yyory spilt: 



VI. 

" And it was seated in an island strong, 

Abounding all with delices most rare. 

And wall'd by nature gainst invaders wrong, 

I'hat none mote have accesse, nor inward fare. 

But by one way that passage did prepare. 

It was a bridge ybuilt in goodly wize 

With curious corbes and pendants graven faire, 

And arched all with porches did arize 

On stately pillours fram'd after the Doricke guize : 



vn. 

" And for defence thereof on th' other end 
There reared was a castle faire and stioug^. 
That warded all which in or out did wend. 
And flancked both the bridges sides along. 
Gainst all that would it faine to force or wrong 
And therein wonned twenty valiant knights ; 
All twenty tride in warres experience long ; 
Whose office was against all manner wights 
By all meanes to mamtaine that castels ancient ri| 



vni. 

** Before that castle was an open plaine. 

And in the midst thereof a pillar ^ced ; 

On which this shield, of many sought in vaine. 

The shield of love, whose guerdon he bath graced. 

Was hangd on high with golden ribbands laced ; 

And in the marble stone was written this. 

With golden letters goodly well enchaced ; 

Blessed the man that well can use ihU bUt : 

Whote ever be the shield, faire Amoret be hu. 



IX. 

" Which when I red, my heart did inly eame. 
And pant with hope of that adventures hap : 
Ne stayed further newes thereof to leame. 
But with my speare upon the shield did rap. 
That all the castle ringed with the clap. 
Streight forth issewd a knight all arm*d to proofe. 
And bravely mounted to his most mishap : 
Who, sta3dng nought to question from ^oofe. 
Ran fierce at me, that fire glaunst from his horses 
hoofe. 

" Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 
And by good rortune shortly him unseated. 
Eflsoones outsprung two more of equall mould ; 
But I them both with equall hap defeated : 
So all the twenty I likewise entreated. 
And left them groning there upon the plaine. 
Then, preacing to the pillour, I repeated 
The read thereof for guerdon of my paine. 
And, taking downe me shield, with me did it le- 
taine. 



XI. 



(( 



So forth without impediment I past. 
Till to the bridges utter gate I came ; 
The which I found sure lockt and chained fiist. 
I knockt, but no man answred me by name ; 
I cald, but no man answred to my clame : 
Yet I pers^ver'd still to knocke and call ; 
Till at the last I spide within the same 
Where one stood peeping through a ere vis small. 
To whom I cald uoud, halfe angry therewithal!. 



xn. 

" That was to weet the porter of the place, 
Unlo whose trust the charge thereof was lent ; 
His name was Doubt, that had a double face, 
Th' one forward looking, th' other backeward bent. 
Therein resembling lanus auncient 
Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare : 
And evermore his eyes about him went. 
As if some proved perill he did feare. 
Or did misdoubt some ill whose cause did not ap- 
peare. 

xm. 

" On th'one side he, on th' other sate Delay, 
Behiude the gate, that none her might espy; 
Whose manner was, all passengers to stay 
And entertaine with her occasions sly ; 
Through which some lost gpreat hope unheedily. 
Which never they recover might againe ; 
And others, quite excluded forth, did ly 
Long languishing there in unpittied pame, 
And seelong often entraunce afterwiffds in vaine. 



XTVi 

** Me whenas he had privily espide 
Bearing the shield which I had conquerd late. 
He kend it streight, and to me opooied wide : 
So in I past, and streight he closd the gate. 
But being in, Delay in close awaite 
Caught hold on me, and thought my steps to stay. 
Feigning fiill many a fond excuse to prate. 
And time to steale, the threasure of mans day. 
Whose smallest minute lost no riches render may 
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But from my lofty b1 
Paat forth on foole, IjeholdmE all iheVa; 
Tha goodly vf orkes. and slonea of rich as 
Cast into sundry shapas by woudroua all! 
That Ulie on eaclh no whare I rechn ma 
And underneath, the river rolling still 
With munnure soft, that seem'd to servi 



" Thence font 1 passed to the ai 
The Gate of Good Deaerl, whos 
And cobIIt frame ware long hen 
The same'tD all stoode slwues o 
But in the notch did eTermora a 
An Udeuua giant, dreadful! to be 
That stopt the enlraunco with hi 
And with the terrour of hia conn 
Full muiy did aSnty, that elae it 



■B from approaching s 



Durv 



of his 



oke abide ; 



IS they his cDuntenance did behold, 
BagiD to faint, and feele their corage cold. 
Againe, some other, that in hard assuies 
Were rawonjs knowfie, and liile count did bold. 
Either through gifts, or guile, or sucb like waies. 
Crept in by stauping low, or slesting of the kaie^ 



adsinmg m 



i:l!R- 






Reaolv'd him to SMSull 

And eithet beat him in or drive him out. 

El^ioones, advauncing that enchnBnied tbield, 

With all my might I pin to lay about : 

Which Hh™ ha saw, tha gtaii-e which he did wield 

lie gau fortliwilh t' nmle, and way unto me yield. 



" So, as I entred, I did bnckeward looke. 
For fptre of barme that might lie hidden there ; 
And loel hii hindparts. whereof heed I (ooke, 
Much more deformed, fearfull. ugly were. 
Then all his fonuer parts did eant appere : 
For bnttvd, murther, tresson, snd despight. 



With many i 






wight 



" Thus having poal all pcrill, I wna come 
Within the compBSse of that islands space 
The which did seenie, unto my simple doo 
The ouely pleasant and deligbtfull plocs 
That ever troden was of footings trace : 
For all that nature by her mothsr-wil 
Could frame in Parth, snd forme of subslangi 
Was there ; and all lliat nature did omit. 
Art, playing second natures part, aupplyed il 



n greenewood g 



" No trB#, that is of CO 

From lowest iuniper to 

No aoH-re in field, that dnintis odour throwi 

And <leckeB his branch with blosaomeB ovei 

But there waa planted, or grew naturall: 

Hut there mote find to please ilaelfa withaU:' 
Nor hart enuld wish for nn; queiut device, 
But there it present was, and did fraile senM 



" In snch luntrious plentie of all pleasu 
It spem'd a second pamdise I gbesse. 

That if the ba[:^ie soulns, which doe possnsH 
Th' Elysian fielda and live in lasting bteaae,. 
Should happen this with living eye to see. 
Ibey soone would loath their lesser beppiiL 

That in this ioyous place they mete bare ioyi 



' Freah shadows 



oud fro) 



taire lawnua, to laie ma sunne in season dei 
Sweet springs, in which a ihcusand iiymplisda 
Soft-romhliog brootes, that gentle sfomberds 
High-r, - - - - - 

Delightfull'iiowT^a. 

False hibyi'inthes. fona runners ey 

All which by nature made did naEi 









" And all 
With diw 
And here 
And ahadi 






and Bnndry flowriog banki 
1 o all ana real me walkers wearie abanlee : 
And therein Ihouaand pnyres of loven walkt. 
Prnysing Ibeir god, and veelding him great ~ 
Ne ever ought hot of (heir true loves lalki, 
Ne eter for rebuke or blame of any balkt. 



" All iheae together by Ibemaelvea did aport 

But, (me Bway from these anolhersort 
Oriarera lincked in true haris consent ; 
Which loved not as these for like intE^t, 
But on fhaslc vertue (rrounded their desire, 
Farre froiu all rraud or fsyned blandishraent 
Which, in their spirits kindling leal 
Brave Ihoughti anil noble deedes did 
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Such were great Hercules, and HjHus deare : 
Trew lonathan, and David trustie tryde ; 

^ Stout Theseus, and Piritlious his feare ; 
Pylades, and Orestes by his syde ; 

i Myld Titus, and Gesippus without pryde ; 

i Damon and Pythias, whom death could not sever : 

f All these, and all that ever had bene tyde 

In bands of friendship, there did live for ever j 
Whose lives although decay*d, yet loves decayed never. 

zxvnr. 

'* Which whenas I, that never tasted blia 
Nor happy howre, beheld with gazefull eye, 
I thought there was none other heaven then this ; 
And gan their endlesse happinesse envye, 
That being free from feare and gealosye 
Might frankely there their loves desire possesse ; 
Whilest I, through pains and perlous ieopardie, 
Was forst to seeke my lifes deare patronise : 
Much dearer be the things which come through hard 
distresse. 

XXIX. 

" Yet all those sights, and all that else I saw, 
Might not my steps withhold but that forthright 
Unto that purposd place I did me draw. 
Whereas my love was lodged day and night. 
The temple of great Venus, that is hight 
The queene of beautie, and of love the mother, ' 
There worshipped of every living wight ; 
Whose goodly workmanship farre past all other 
That ever were on earth, all were they set together. 



XXX. 

** Not that same famous temple of Didne, 
Whose hight all Ephesus did oversee. 
And which all Asia sought with vowes prophane. 
One of the world's seven wonders sayd to bee, 
JVIIght match with this by many a degree ; 
Nor that, which that wise king of lurie framed 
With endlesse cost to be th' ^mighties see ; 
Nor all, that else through all the world is named 
To all the heathen gods, might like to this be clamed. 

xxxz. 

" I, much admyring that so goodly frame. 
Unto the porch approcht, which open stood ; 
But therein sate an amiable dame. 
That seem'd to be of very sober mood. 
And in her semblant shew'd great womanhood : 
Strange was her ^e ; for on her head a crowne 
&he wore, much like unto a Danisk hood, 
Poudred with perle and stone ; and all her gowne 
Enwoven was with gold, that raught full low adowne. 

xxxn. 

** On either side of her two young men stood. 
Both strongly arm'd, as fearmg one another ; <• 
Yet were tibey brethren both of halfe the blood. 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother. 
Though of contr&rie natures each to other : 
The one of them hight llove, the other Hate ; 
Hate was the elder, Love the younger brother ; 
Yet was the younger stronger in his state 
Then th' elder, and him maystred still in all debate* ' 



xxxiu. 

" Nathlesse that dame so well them tempred both. 

That she them forced hand to ioyne in hand, 

Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth, 

And tum'd his face away, as he did stand. 

Unwilling to behold that lovely band * 

Yet shQ was of such grace and vertuous might. 

That her commaundment he could not withstand. 

But bit his lip for felonous despight. 

And gnasht his yron tuskes at that displeasing sight 

XXXIV 

" Concord she cleeped was in common reed. 
Mother of blessed Peace and Friendship trew ; 
They both her twins, both borne of heavenly seed. 
And she herselfe likewise divinely grew ; 
The which right well her workes divine did shew : 
For strength and wealth and happinesse she lends. 
And strife and warre and anger does subdew ; 
Of little much, of foes she maketh frends. 
And to afflicted minds sweet rest and qiuet sends. 

XX XT. 

** By her the heaven is in his course contained. 
And all the world in state unmoved stands. 
As their Almightie Maker first ordained. 
And bound them with inviolable bands ; 
Else would the waters overflow the lands. 
And fire devoure the ayre, and hell them quight ; 
But that she holds them with her blessed hands. 
She is the nourse of pleasure and delight. 
And unto Venus grace the gate doth open right* 

XXX VI. 

"By her I entring half dismayed was ; 
But she in gentle wise me entertayned. 
And twixt heittelfe and Love did let me pas ; 
But Hatred would my entrance have restra3med, 
And with his club me threatned to have brajmed. 
Had not the ladie with her powrefuU speach 
Him from his wicked will uneath refirajmed : 
And th' other eke his malice did empeach. 
Till I was throughly past the perill of his reach. 

xxxvti. 

" Into the inmost temple thus I came. 
Which fuming all with frrankensence I found 
And odours rising from the altars flame. 
Upon an hundred marble pillors round 
The roof up high was reared from the ground, 
AUdeckt with crownes, and cha3naes,and girlands gay, 
And thousand pretious gifts worth many a pound, 
The which sad lovers for their vowes did pay ; 
And all the ground was strow'd with flowres asfr«sh 
as May. 

xxxvin. 

" An hundred altars round about were set. 

All flaming with their sacrifices fire. 

That with the steme thereof the tenmle swet. 

Which rould in clouds to heaven did aspire. 

And in them bore true lovers vowes entire : 

And eke an hundred brasen caudrons bright 

To bath in ioy and amorous desire. 

Every of which was to a damzell hight ; 

For all the priests were damzels in soft linoen dight. 
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XZXIZ. 



*• Right in the midst th« fcoddeite telfe did itiiid 
Upon an altmr of some costly masse» 
\Vlx>se substance was uneatn to understand : 
For neither pretious ston», nor durefull brasse. 
Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 
But much more rare and pretious to esteeme. 
Pure in asp^, and like to christall glasse ; 
Yet glasse was not, if one did rightlV deeme ; 
But| being £ure and brickie, likest glasse did s ee me , 

XL. 

" But it in shape and beantie did exoell 
All other idoles which the heath'en adore, 
Farre passing that, which by surpassing skill 
Phidias did make in Paphos isle of yore. 
With which that wretched Greeke, that life forlore. 
Did hXL in love : yet this much faber shined. 
But covered with a slender reile afore : 
And both her feete and legs together twyned 
Were with a snake, whose head and tul were ftst 
eombyned. 

ZLI. 

" The cause why she was covered with a rele 
Was hard to know, for that her priests the same 
From peoples knowledge labour d to concele : 
But sooth it was not sure for womanish shame. 
Nor any blemish, which the worke mote blame ; 
But for (ihvy §aj) she hath both kinds in one, 
Both male and iemale, both under one name : 
She Byre and mother is herselfe alone. 
Begets and eke c<mceiTes, ne needeth other none. 

xux. 

" And all about her necke and shoulders flew 
A flocke of little loves, and sports, and ioyes» 
With nimble wings of gold and purple hew ; . 
Whose shapes seem'd not like to terrestriall boyes. 
But like to angels playing heavenly toyes ; 
The whilest their eldest brother was away, 
Cupid their eldest brother : he enioyes 
The wide kingdome of love with lordly sway« 
And to his law compels all creatures to obey. 

xua, 

" And all about her altar scattered lay 
Great sorts of lovers piteously compla3ming. 
Some of their losse, some of their loves de^y. 
Some of their pride, some paragons disdaining, 
Some fearing fraud, some fraudulently fayning. 
As every one had cause of good or iu. £stni3ming 
Amongst the rest some one, through Ix>ves con- 
Tormented sore, could not conteine it still, 
But thus brake forth, that all the temple it did fill ; 

xuv. 

*' * GreatVenus ! queene of beautie and of grace. 
The ioy of gods and men, that under skie 
Boest fayrest shine, and most adome thy place ; 
That with thy smyling looke doest pacine 
The raging seas, and makst the stormes to flie ; 
Thee, goddesse, thee the winds, the clouds doe feare ; 
And, when thou spredst thy mantle forth on hie. 
The waters play, and pleasant lands appeare. 
And heavens laugh, and al the world shews ioyous 
oheare : 



** ' Than doth the dadale mrdk tibrovr ftiA «< 
Out of her fruitfull kp aboandaiit flowns; 
And then all living wiglits, soods mm thay an 
The spring breake forth out of ham hMty bi 
They all doe leame to plmy the pavnoon: 
Firat doe the merry birds, thy pnty p>gM^ 
Privily pricked wnh thy losttiul powres, 
Chirpe loud to thee out of their uavy oaM 

~~ to ooole tiMirkaltfi 



" ' Then doe the eilTBgo besets bagia to pkf 
Their pleasant friakee, and loetli their woolii' 
The lyona rore ; the tygore loudly bn^; 
The ragin|^ buls rebellow throagh €ttb irooi. 
And breakmg finrth dare tiempt the despBakflHi 
To oome where thoa doest dnnr dieni wi&Mi| 
So aU thinga eUe, thst nouiish ritaU blood, 
Soone as with fury thoo doest tiiesi inqara, 
In generation seeke to quench their inward fia 

xiru* 

<" So all the world by thee at iirst was made, 
And dayly yet thou doest the same repayra: 
Ne ougnt on earth that merry is and glad, 
Ne ought on earth that lorefy is and nyra, 
But thou the same for pleasore didst prepsjrn: 
Thou art the root of all that ioyooa is : I 

Great god of men and women, queene of di'^ 
Mother of laughter, and weln^ring of bhsse, 

graunt that of my love at latffc I may not uamf 

ZI.VIIX. 

** So did he say : but I with mormnre soft. 
That none might heare the sorrow of my hart, 
Yet inly groning deepe and sighing oft. 
Besought her to graunt ease unto my smart. 
And to my wound her gratioos help impart. 
Whilest thus I spake, behold ! -witk hi^fpy eye 

1 spyde where at the idoles feet apart 
A bevie of &yre damsels close did lye, 
Wayting whenas the antheme shonldrhe sung on b 

ZLIZ. 

" The first of them did seeme of ryper yeares 
And graver coimtenance then all the rest : 
Yet all the rest were eke her equall peares. 
Yet unto her obayed all the best : 
Her name was Womanhood ; that she exprest 
By her sad semblant and demeanure wyse ; 
For stedfast still her eyes did fixed rest, 
Ne rov'd at randon, aner gazers guyse. 
Whose luring baytos ofrunes doe heedlesse hn 
entyse. 

L. 

" And next to her sate goodly Shamefastnesse, 
Ne ever durst her eyes from ground upreare, 
Ne ever once did looke up from her desse. 
As if some blame of evill she did feara. 
That in her cheekes made roses ofr appeare : 
And her against sweet Cheerfrilnesse was placed. 
Whose eyes, like twinkling stars in evening clean 
Were deckt ¥dth smyles that all sad humors chace 
And darted forth delights the which her goodly grace 
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'* And next to ber sate sober Modestie, 

Holding her hand upon her gentle hart ; . 

And her i^ainst sate comely Curtesie, 

That unto every person knew her part ; 

And her before was seated overthwart 

Soft Silence, and submisse Obedience, 

Both linckt together nerer to dispart ; 

Both gilts of God not gotten but from thanc4 ; 

Both girlonds of his saints against their ibes o^ence. 

iji. 

" Thus sate they all around in seemely rate : 
And in the midst of them a goodly mayd 
(Even in the lap of womanhood) there sate. 
The which was all in lilly white arayd. 
With silver streames amongst the Imnen stray*d ; 
Like to the Mome, when first her shyning face 
Hath to the gloomy world itself bewray'd : 
That same was fayrest Amoret in place, 
Shyning with beauties light and heavenly vertues 
g^race* 



Lni. 



(( 



Whome soone as I beheld, my hart gan throb 
And wade in doubt whal best were to be donne : 
For sacrilege me seem'd the church to rob ; 
And folly seem'd to leave the thing undonne. 
Which with so strong attempt I had begonne. 
Tho, shaking off all doubt and ^hamefast feare. 
Which ladies love I heard had never wonne 
Mongst men of worth, I to her stepped neare. 
And by the lilly hand her laboured up to reare. 

LIV. 

" Thereat that formost matrcme nie did blame. 
And sharpe rebuke for being over-bold ; 
Sa3ang it was to knight unseemely shame, 
Upon a recluse virgin to lay hold. 
That unto Venus services was sold. 
To whom L thus ; Nay, but it fitteth best 
For Cupids man with Venus mayd to hold ; 
For ill your goddesse services are drest 
By virgins, and her sacrifices let to rest. 



IV. 

** With that my shield I forth to her did show, 
Which all that while I closely had conceld ; 
On which when Cupid with his killing bow 
And cruell shafts emblazond she beheld, 
At sight thereof she was with terror queld. 
And said no more : but I, which all that while 
The pledge of faith her hand engaged held, 
(Like warie hynd within the weedie soyle,) 
For no intreatie would foi^oe so glorious spoyle. 

LVI. 

" And evermore upon the goddesse face 

Mine eye wast fixt, for feare of her offence 

Whom when I saw with amiable grace 

To laugh on me, and favour my pretence, 

I was emboldned with more confidence ; 

And, nought for uicenesse no for envy sparing. 

In presence of them all forth led her thence. 

All looking on, and like astonisht staring, 

Yet to lay hand on her not one of all them daring. 

Lvn. 

** She often prayd, and often me besought, 
Sometime with tender teares to let her goe. 
Sometime witli witching smyles : but yet, for nought 
That ever she to me could say or doe. 
Could she her wished freedome fro me wooe } 
But forth I led her through the temple gate. 
By which I hardly past with much adoe : 
But that same ladie, which me friended late 
In entrance, did me also friend in my retreate. 

Lvra. 

" No lesse did Daunger threaten me with dread, 
Whenas he saw me, maugre all his powre. 
That glorious spoyle of Beautie with me lead. 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure 
His leman from the Stygian princes boure. 
But evermore my shield did me defend 
Against the storme of eveiy dreadfiill stoure : 
Thus safely with my love I thence did wend." 
So ended he his tale ; where I this canto end. 



CANTO XL 

Marinells former wound is heald ; 

He comes to Proteus hall. 
Where Thames doth the Medway wedd, 

And feasts the sea-gods all. 



I. 



But ah ! for pittie that I have thus long 

Left a fayre ladie languishing in payne ! 

Now well away ! that I have doen such wrong. 

To let faire Florimell in bands remayne. 

In bai&ds of love, and in sad thraldomes cha3me ; 

From which unlesse some heavenly powx^9 oes fr*^ 

By miracle, not yet appearing playne. 

She lenger yet is like captlv'd to bee ; 

That even to thinke thereof it inly pitties mee. 



n. 



Here neede you to remember, how erewhile 
Unlovely Proteus, missing to his mind 
That virgins love to win by wit or wile. 
Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind. 
And there in chaynes her cruelly bid bind. 
In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 
For, whenas neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her constant mind could move at all he saw. 
He thought her to compell by cmeltie and awe. 
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lU. 

Dcept in the bottoiiM of ua bag« great rocke 
The dongwm wu, in which her boaod be left* 
That neither jron barret, nor brmeen locke. 
Did neede to gmrd from force or lecret theft 
Of all her lovers which would her have reft : 
For waird it was with waves, which rag'd and ror'd 
As they the cliffe in peeces would have cleft ; 
besides, ten thousand monsters foule abhor'd 
Did waite about it, gaping griesly, all begor*d. 



IT, 

And in the midst thereof did Horror dwell, 
And Darkenease dredd that never viewed day, 
1 Jke to the balefull boose of lowest hell. 
In which old Styx her aged bones alway 
( Old Styx the grandame of the gods) doth lay. 
There did this fucklesse mayd seven months abide, 
Ne ever evening saw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne ever from thie day the Dight descride. 
But thought it all one nignt, that did no houres 
divide. 

V. 

And all this was for love of Marinell, 

Who her despysd (ah ! who would her despyse !) 

And wemens love did from his hart expell. 

And all those ioyes that weake mankind entyse. 

Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did pryse ; 

For of a womans hand it was y wroke. 

That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 

Ne can be cured of that cruell stroke 

Which Britomart him gave, when he did her provoke. 



vi. 

Yet farre and neare the nymph bis mother sought, 

And many salves did to his sore applie. 

And many herbes did use : but wbenas nought 

She saw could ease his rankling roaladie ; 

At last to Tryphon she for beipe did hie, 

(This Tryphon is the sea-gods surgeon bight,) 

Whom she besought to find some remedie : 

And for his painea a whistle him behight, 

That of a fiuies shell was wrought with rare delight. 

VII. 

So well that leach did hearke to her request, 

And did so well employ his carefull pame, 

That in short space his hurts he had redrest. 

And him restored to healtbiiill state againe : 

In which he long time after did remaine 

There with the n3rmph his mother, like her thrall ; 

Who sore gainst his will did him retaine. 

For feare of perill which to him mote fall 

Through his too ventrous prowesse proved over all. 

vni. 

It fortun'd then, a solemn feast was there 

To all the sea-gods and their fniitfiill seede, 

In honour of the spousalls which then were 

Betwixt the Medway and the Thames agreed. 

Long had the Thames (as we in records reed) 

Before that day her wooed to his bed ; 

But the proud nymph would for no worldly meed. 

Nor no entreatie, to his love be led ; 

Till now at last relenting she to him was wed. 



T 
C 

i 



So both agreed dMt thk thsir bridab ftwK 
Should for the gods in Protons bonae be ■ 
To which iher aU rspftjr'd. both Bost aad I 
As well whicn in the migbtie nfmn trade, 
As that in rivers swnn, or brocdras doe wall: 
All which, not if an bnndred tongiMB to Id, 
And hundred moutbes, and Toiee of brasiB II 
And endlease memorie tbat mote ezedl. 
In order as they camo oonld I reeonnt thnaadLl 



Helpa therefore, O tboa sacred impe idlan, 
The noursling of dame Memorie bis deen^ 
To whom those roUes, layd np in beeven ihr^ 
And records of antiqiutie app<snie» 
To which no wit of man maj eomen neaia; 
Helpe me to tell the names of all thoae iooii 
I And all those nympbea, w^bicb tben insfMi 
To that great buiquet of tbe watry gods, |« 

And all their sundry kinds, and all Uieir hid dbfef 

XI. 

First came neat Neptnne, witb bis tbree-fbritM] 
That rules the seas and makes tbem rise or ftB , 
His dewy lockes did drop witb brine apace 
Under his diademe imperiaU : 
And by his side his queene witb conmaU, 
Fairs Amphitrite, most divinely faire. 
Whose yvorie shoulders weren corered all. 
As with a robe, witb her owne silver haire. 
And deckt with pearles whicb tb' Indian 9mk\ 
her prepaire. 

XII. 

These marched fiure afore tbe otber crew : 
And all the way before them, as they went, 
Triton bis trompet shrill before them blew. 
For goodly triumph and great iollyment. 
That made the rockes to roare as they were rent 
And af^er them the royall issne came. 
Which of them sprung by lineall descent : 
First the sea-godis, whicn to tbemselres doe dsiie 
The powre to rule the billowes, and the waves ti 
tame : 

XIII. 

Phorcys, the father of that &tall brood. 

By whom those old heroes wonne such fame ; 

And Glaucus, that wise southsayes understood ; 

And tragicke Inoes sonne, the which became 

A god of seas through his mad mothers blame. 

Now bight Palemon, and is saylers frend ; 

Great Brontes ; and Astrseus, that did shame 

Himselfe with incest of his kin unkend ; 

And huge Orion, that doth tempests still portend-, 

XIV. 

The rich Cteatus ; and Eurytus long ; 
Neleus and Pelias, lovely brethren both ; 
Mightie Chrysaor ; and Caicus strong ; 
Eurypulus, that calmes the waters wroth ; 
And faire Eupboemus, that upon them go*th. 
As on the ground, without dismay or dread ; 
Fierce Eryx ; and Alebius, that know*th 
The waters depth, and doth their bottome tread ; 
And sad Asopus, comely with his hoarie head. 
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XV. 

There also some most famous founders were 
I Of paissant nations, which the world possest. 
Yet sonnes of Neptune, now ^semblecT here : 
Ancient Ogyges, even th* auncientest ; 
And Inachus renowmd above the rest ; 
PbcBnix ; and Aon ; and Pelasgus old ; 
Great Belus ; Phoeax ; and Agenor best ; 
And mightie Albion, father of the bold 
And warlike people which the Britaine Islands hold : 



xvi. 

For Albion the sonne of Neptune was ; 
Who, for the proofe of his great puissance. 
Out of his Albion did on diy-foot pas 
Into old Gall, that now is cleeped France, 
To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To vanquish all the world with matchlesse mighte ; 
And there his mortall part by great mischance 
Was slaine ; but that which is th' immortall spright 
Lives still, and to this feast with Neptnnes seed was 
dight. 

XVII. 

But what do I their names seeke to reherse. 
Which all the world have with their issue fild ? 
How can they all in this so njurow verse 
Contayned be, and in small compasse hild ? 
Let them record them that are better skild, 
And know the moniments of passed age : 
Onely what needeth shall be nere fulfild, 
T' expresse some part of that great equipage 
Which from great Neptune do derive their parentage. 

XVIII. 

Next came the aged Ocean and his dame 
Old Tethys, th* oldest two of all the rest ; 
For all the rest of those two parents came. 
Which afterward both sea and land possest ; 
Of all which Nereus, th' eldest and the best. 
Did first proceed ; then which none more upright, 
Ne more sincere in word and deed profest ; 
Most voide of guile, most free from fowle despight. 
Doing himselfe and teaching others to doe right : 

XIX. 

Thereto he was expert in prophecies. 
And could the ledden of the gods unfold ; [prise, 
Through which, when Paris brought bis nimous 
The faire Tindarid lasse, he him foretold 
That her all Greece with many a champion bold 
Should fetch againe, and finally destroy 
Proud Priams towne : so wise is Nereus old. 
And so well skild ; nathlesse he takes great ioy 
Oft-times amongst the wanton njrmphs to sport and 
toy. 

XX. 

And after him the famous rivers came, 
Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie : 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth frame ; 
Long Rhodanus, whose sourse springs from the skie ; 
Faire Ister, flowing from the mountaines hie ; 
Divine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greeks and Troians, which therein did die ; 
Pactolus glistring with his golden flood ; 
And Tygris fierce, whose streames of none may be 
witliitood ; 



XXI. ^ 

Great Ganges ; and immortall E^iphrates ; 

Deepe Indus ; and Maeander intricate ; 

Slow Peneus ; and tempestuous Phasides ; 

Swifl Rhene ; and Alpheus still immaculate ; 

Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate ; 

Tybris, renowmed for the Komaines fame ; 

Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late ; 

And that huge river, which doth beare his name / 

Of warlike Amazons which doe possesse the same. 

xxu. 

Ioy on those warlike women, which so long 
Can from all men so rich a kingdome hold ! 
And shame on you, O men, which boast your strong 
And valiant hearts, in thoughts lesse hard and bold. 
Yet quaile in conquest of that land of gold I 
But this to you, O Britons most pertaines. 
To whom the right hereof itselfenath sold ; 
The which, for sparing litle cost or paines. 
Loose sp immortall glory, and so endlesse gaines. 

xxin. 

Then was there heard a most celestiaU sound 
Of dain^ musicke, which did next ensew 
Before the spouse: that was Anon crownd ; 
Who, playing on his harpe, imto him drew 
The eares and hearts of all that goodly crew ; 
That even yet the dolphin, which him bore 
Through tlie JEg^9ik seas from pirates vew. 
Stood still by him astonisht at nis lore. 
And all the raging seas for ioy forgot to rore. 

XXIV. 

So went he pla3ring on the watery plaine : 
Soone after whom the lovely bridegroome came. 
The noble Thames, with all his goodly traine. 
But him' before there went, as best becamej 
His auncient parents, namely th' auncient Thame ; 
But much more aged was his wife then he, 
The Ouze, whom men doe Isis rightly name ; 
Full weake and crooked creature seemed shee. 
And almost blind through eld, that scarce her way 
could see. 

XXV. 

Therefore on either side she was sustained 

Of two smal grooms, which by their names were hi^ht 

The Chume and Charwel],two small streames, which 

pained * 

Themselves her footing to direct aright, 
Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight : 
But Thame was stronger, and of better stay; 
Yet seem'd full aged by his outward sight. 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 
Deawed with silver drops that trickled downe alway : 

XXVI. 

And eke he somewhat seem'd to stoupe afore 

With bowed backe, by reason of the lode 

And auncient heavy burden which he bore 

Of that faire city, wherein make abode 

So many learned impes, that shoote abrode. 

And with their braunches spred all Britany, 

No lesse then do her elder sisters broode. 

Ioy to you both, ye double noursery 

Of arts ! but, Oxford, thine doth Thame mnat «rionfj. 
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xxvu. 

But he their sonne full fresh and ioUy 

All decked in a robe of watchet hew, 

On which the waves, glittering like christaU glas. 

So cunningly enwoven were, that few 

Could weenen whether thej were ftdse or trew : 

And on his head like to a coronet 

He wore, that seemed strange to common rew. 

In which were many towres and castels set. 

That it encompast round as with a golden ^t. 

XXVUT. 

Like as the mother of the gods, they say, 

In her great iron charet wonts to nde. 

When to loves pallace she doth take her way. 

Old Cybele, arayd with pompous pride. 

Wearing a diademe embattild wide 

With hundred turrets, like a turribant. 

With such an one was Thamis beauti6de ; 

That was to weet the famous Tro3rnovant, 

In which her kingdomes throne is chiefly resiant. 

XXIX. 

And round about him many a pretty page 
Attended duely, ready to obay ; 
All little rivers which owe vassallage 
To him, as to their lord, and tribute pay : 
The chaulky Kenet ; and the Thetis g^y ; 
The morish Cole ; and the 8oft>sliding Breane ; 
The wanton I/Oe, that oft doth loose his way ; 
And the still Darent, in whose waterccleane 
Ten thousand fishes play and decks his pleasant 
Btreame. 

XXX. 

Then came his neighbour flouds which nigh him 

dwell. 
And water all the English soile throughout ; 
They all on him this day attended well. 
And with meet service waited him about ; 
Ne none disdained low to him to lout : 
No not the stately Seveme grudg'd at all, 
Ne storming Humber, though he looked stout ; 
But both him honor'd as their principall. 
And let their swelling waters low before him falL 

XXXX. 

There was the speedy Tamar, which divides 
The Cornish and the Devonish confines ; 
Through both whose borders swifUy downe it glides. 
And, meeting Plim, to Plimmouth thence decUnes * 
And Dart, nigh chockt with sands of tinny mines : 
But Avon marched in more stately path. 
Proud of his adamants with which he shines 
And glisters wide, as als of wondrous Bath, 
And Bristow faire, which on his waves he builded 
hath. 

XXXIT. 

And there came Stonre with terrible aspect. 
Bearing his sixe deformed heads on hye, 
That doth his course through Blandford plains direct, 
And washeth Winbome meades in season drye. 
Next him went Wyliboume with passage slye. 
That of his wvlinesse his name doth take. 
And of himselfe doth name the shire thereby : 
And Mole, that like a nousling mole doth make 
His way still under ground till Thames he overtake. 



xxxiu. 

Then came the Bother, decked all with woods 
Like a wood-god, and flowing fast to Rhy ; 
And Sture, that parteth with his pleasant floods 
The casteme Saxons from the southeme ny. 
And Clare and Harwitch both doth beautify . 
Him follow'd Yar, soft washing Norwitch wall. 
And with him brought a present ioyfuUy 
Of his owne fish unto their festivaU, 
Whose like none else could shew, the which they 
ruffins call. 

XXXIV. 

Next these the plenteous Ouse came far firom land, 

By many a city and by many a towne. 

And many rivers taking under-hand 

Into his waters, as he passeth downe, [Rowne,) 

(The Cle, the Were, the Guant, the Store, the 

Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit. 

My mother Cambridge, whom as with a crowne 

He doth adome, and is adom'd of it 

With many a gentle muse and many a learned wit. 

« 

XXXV. 

And afler him the fatall Welland went, 
That if old sawes prove true (which God forbid !) 
Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement. 
And shall see Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then shine in learning more Uien ever did 
Cambridge or Oxford, En glands goodly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe sofUy slid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that in himselfe enseames 
Both thirty sorts of fish and thirty sundry streames. 

XXXVT. 

Next these came Tyne, along whose stony bancke 

That Romaine monarch built a brasen wall. 

Which mote the feebled Britons strongly flancke 

Against the Picts that swarmed over all. 

Which yet thereof Gualsever they doe call : 

And Twede, the limit betwixt Logris land 

And Albany : and Eden, though but small. 

Yet often stainde mth bloud of many a buid 

Of Scots and English both, that tyuM on his strand. 

XXXVII. 

Then came those sixe sad brethren, like forlome, 
^at whilome were, as antique fathers tell, 
SSxe valiant knights of one faire nymphe ybome. 
Which did in iun>le deedes of armes exceU, 
And wonned there where now Yorke people dwell ; 
Still Ure, swift Werfe, and Oze the most of might. 
High Swale, unquiet Nide, and troublous Skell , 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight. 
Slew cruelly, and in the river drowned quite : 

XXXVIII. 

But past not long, ere Brutus warlicke sonne 
Locrinus them aveng'd, and the same date, 
Which the proud Humber unto them had donne. 
By equall dome repayd on his owne pate : 
For in the selfe same river, where be late 
Had drenched them, he drowned him againe ; 
And nam'd the river of his wretched fate ; 
Whose bad condition yet it doth retaine, 
Oft tossed, with his stormes which therein still re- 
maine. 



Canto Xf.] 



THE FAERIE QUEENE. 



!IS5 



ZZXIZ. 

These after came the stony shallow Lone, 
That to old Loncaster his name doth lend ; 
And following Dee, which firitons long ygone 
Did call divine, that doth hy Chester tend ; 
And Conway, which out of his streame doth send 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall ; 
And Lindus, that his pikes doth most commend. 
Of which the aoncient Lincolne men doe call : 
All these together marched toward Proteus hall. 



XL. 

Ne thence the Irishe rivers absent were : 
Sith no lesse famous then the rest they bee. 
And ioyne in neighbourhood of kingdome nere. 
Why should they not likewise in love agree. 
And ioy likewise this solemne day to see ? 
They saw it all, and present were in place : 
Though I them all, according their degree. 
Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race, 
Nor read the salvage countries thorough which they 
pace. 

XLI. 

There was the Lifiy rolling downe the lea ; 
The Sandy Slane ; the stony Aubrion ; 
The spacious Shenan spreading like a sea ; 
The pleasant Bojue ; me fishy fruitfull Ban ; 
Swift Awnidu£f, which of the English man 
Is caVde Blacke-water ; and the Liffar deep ; 
Sad Trowis, that once his people over-ran ; 
Strong Alio tombling from Slewlogher steep ; 
And JVIulla mine, whose waves I whilom taught to 
weep. 

xui. 

And there the three renowmed brethren were. 
Which that great gyant Blomius begot 
Of the iaire nimph Rheusa wandring there : 
One day, as she to shunne the season whot 
Under Slewboome in shady grove was got. 
This gyant found her and by force deflowr'd ; 
Whereof conceiving, she in time forth brought 
These three faire sons, which thenceforth powrd 
In three great rivers ran, and many countreis scowrd. 

XLin. 

The first the gentle Shure that, making way 

By sweet Clonmell, adomes rich Water ford ; 

The next, the stubbome Newre whose waters gray 

By faire Kilkenny and Rosseponte boord; 

The third, the goodly Barow which doth hoord 

Great heaps of salmons in his deepe bos6me : 

All which, long sundred, doe at last accord 

To ioyne in one, ere to the sea they come ; 

So, flowing all &om one, all one at last become. 

xuv. 

There also was the wide embayed Mayre ; 

The pleasaunt Bandon crownd with many a wood ; 

The spreading Lee that, like an island fhyre, 

Encloseth Corke with his divided flood ; 

And baleftill Oure late staind with English blood : 

With many more whose names no tongue can' tel!. 

All which that day in order seemly good 

Did on the Thames attend, and waited well 

To doe their dueful service, as to them befell. 



XLV. 

Then came the bride, the lovely Medua camd« 
Clad in a vesture of unknowen geare 
And uncouth fashion, yet her well became, 
That seem'd like silver sprinckled here and theare 
With glittering spangs that did like starres appeare. 
And wav'd upon, like water chamelot. 
To hide the metall, which yet every where 
Bewrayd itselfe, to let men plainely wot 
It was no mortall worke, that seem'd and yet was not* 

XLVI. 

Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 
Unto her waste, with flowres bescattered. 
The which ambrosiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her shoulders spred 
As a new spring ; and likewise on her bed 
A chapelet of sundry flowers she wore. 
From under which me deawy humour shed 
Did tricle downe her haire, like to the hore 
Congealed litle drops which doe the mome adore. 

xLvn. 

On her two pretty handmaides did attend. 
One cald the Theise, the other cald the Crane ; 
Which on her waited things amisse to mend. 
And both behind upheld her spredding traine ; 
Under the which her feet appeared plaine. 
Her silver feet, faire washt against this day ; 
And her before there paced pages twaine. 
Both clad in colours like and like array. 
The Doune and eke the Frith, both which prepared 
her way. 

xLvm. 

And after these the sea-nymphs marched all. 
All goodly damzels, deckt with long mene haire. 
Whom of their sire Nereides men call. 
All which the Oceans daughter to him bare. 
The gray-eyede Doris ; all which fifty are ; 
All which she there on her attending had : 
Swift Proto j milde Eucrate ; Thetis &ire ; 
Soft Spio ; sweete Endore ; Sao sad ; 
Light Doto ; wanton Glance ; and Galene glad ; 

XLIX. 

White-hand Eunica ; proud DynamenS ; 

loyous Thalia ; goodly Amphitrite ; 

Lovely Pasithee ; kinds Eulimene ; 

Light-foote Cjrmothoe ; and sweete Melite ; 

Fairest Pherusa ; Phao lilly white ; 

Wondred Agavd; Poris; and Nessa; 

With Erato that doth in love delite; 

And Panopse ; and wise Protomedaea ; 

And snowy-neckd Doris ; and milke-white Galathsea; 



Speedy Hippothoe ; and chaste Actea ; 

Large Lisianassa ; and Pronaea sage ; 

Euagore ; and light Pontoporea ; 

And, she that with her least word can asswage 

The surging seas when they do sorest rage, 

Cjrmodoce ; and stout Autonoe ; 

And Neso ; and Eione well in age ; 

And seeming still to smile Glauconomd ; 

And, she that hight of many heastes, Polynome ; 
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Fresh Alimeda deckt with rirlond greene ; 
Hyponeo with salt-bedewed wrests ; 
Laomedia like the chrvstall sheene ; 
Liaffore much praisd tor wise behests ; 
And Psamathe for her brode snowy brests ; 
Cymo ; Eupompe ; and Themiste lust ; 
And, she that vertue loves and vice detests, 
Euama ; and Menipp^ true in trust ; 
And Nemertea learned well to rule her lust. 



^ ui. 

All these the daughters of old Nereus were. 
Which have the sea in charge to them assinde. 
To rule his tides, and surges to uprere. 
To bring forth stormes, or fast them to upbinde. 
And sailers save from wreckes of wrathfull winde. 
And yet besides, three thousand more there were 
Of th* Oceans. seede, but loves and Phoebus kinde; 
The which in floods and fountaines doe appere. 
And all mankinde do nourish with their waters cleie. 



Lin. 



The which, more eath it were for mortall wight 
To tell the sands, or count the starres on bye. 
Or ought more hard, then thinke to reckon right. 
But well I wote that these, which I descry. 
Were present at this neat solemnity : 
And there, amongst &e rest, the mother was 
Of luckelesse Marinell, Cymodoce ; 
Which, for my muse herselfe now tyred has. 
Unto an other canto I will overpas. 



CANTO XII. 

Marin, for love of Florimell, 
In languor wastes bis life : 

The nymph, his mother, g^tteth her 
And gives to him for wife 



X. 

O WHAT an endlesse worke have I in hand. 
To count the seas abundant progeny. 
Whose fruitful! seede farre passeth those in land, 
And also those which wonne in th' azure sky ( 
For much more eath to tell the starres on hy, 
Albe they enJlesse seeme in estimation. 
Then to recount the seas posterity : 
So fertile be the flouds in generation. 
So huge their numbers, and so nnmberlesse their 
nation. 

II. 

Therefore the antique wisards well invented 
That Venus of the fomy sea waf bred ; 
For that the seas by her are most augmented. 
Witnesse th' exceeding fxy which there are fed. 
And wondrous sholes which may of none be red. 
Then blame me not if I have err d in count 
Of gods, of nymphs, of rivers, yet unred : 
For though their numbers do much more surmonnty 
Yet all those same were there which erst I did re- 
count. 

III. 

All those were there, and many other more. 
Whose names and nations were too long to tell. 
That Proteus house they fild even to the dore ; 
Yet were they all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees disposed well. 
Amongst the rest was faire Cjonodoce, 
The mother of unlucky Marinell, 
Who thither with her came, to leame and see 
llie maimer of the gods when they at banquet be. 



IV. 

But for he was halfe mortall, being bred 
Of mortall sire, though of imihortall wombe, 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 
Ne with th' eternal! gods to bancket come ; 
But walkt abrode, and round about did rome 
To view the building of that uncouth place. 
That seem'd unlike unto his earthly home : 
Where, as he to and fro by chaunce did trace. 
There unto him betid a disadventrous case. 



Under the hanging of an hideous clieffe 

He heard the konentable voice of one. 

That piteously complaind her careful griefie, 

Whicn never she before disclosd to none. 

But to herselfe her sorrow did bemone : 

So feelingly her case she did complaine. 

That ruth it moved in the rocky stone. 

And made it seeme to feele her grievous paine. 

And oft to g^ne with billowes beating from 



the 



mame: 



Vf. 



" Though vaine I see mv sorrowes to unfold 
And count my cares, wjien none is nigh to heare ; 
Yet, hoping griefe may lessen being told, 
I will them tell though unto no man neare : 
For heaven, that imto all lends equall eare. 
Is £uTe from hearing of my heavy plight ; 
And lowest hell, to which I lie most neare. 
Cares not what evils hap to wretched wight ; 
And greedy seas doe in the spoile of life delight. 
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I " Yet loe ! the seas I see by often beatftg 

it Doe pearce the rpckes ; and hardest marble weares ; 

But his hard rocky hart for no entreating ' 
■ Will yeeld, but, when my piteous plaints he heares, 
c Is hardned more with my aboundant teares : 
» Yet though he never list to me relent, 

But let me waste in woe my wretched yeares, 

Yet will I never of my love repent. 

But ioy that for his sake I suffer prisonment. 



vin. 

. " And Vhen my weary ghost, with griefe outwome, 
By timely deatn shall winne her wished rest, 
Let then this plaint unto his eares be borne. 
That blame it is, to him that armes profest, 
To let her die whom he might have redrest \" 
There did she pause, inforced to give place 
Unto the passion that her heart opprest ; 
And, after she had wept and wail'd a space. 
She gan afresh thus to renew her wretched case : 



IX,' 

" Ye gods of seas, if any gods at all 

Have care of right or ruth of wretches wrong, 

By one or other way me woefull thrall 

Deliver hence out of this dungeon strong, 

In which I daily dying am too long : 

And if ye deeme me death for loving one 

That loves not me, then doe it not prolong. 

But let me die and end my daies attone, 

And let him live unlov'd, or love himselfe alone. 



z. 

" But if that life ye unto me decree, 

Then let mee live, as lovers ought to do. 

And of my lifes deare love beloved be : 

And, if he should through pride your doome undo. 

Do you by duresse him compell thereto. 

And in this prison put him here with me ; 

One prison fittest is to hold us two : 

So had I rather to be thrall then free ; 

Such thraldome or such fireedome let it surely be. 



XI. 

" But O' vaine iudgment, and conditions vaine. 
The which the prisoner points unto the free ! 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his paine, 
He where he list goes loose, and laughes at me : 
So ever loose, so ever happy be ! 
But whereso loose or happy that thou art. 
Know, Marinell, that all diis is for thee V* 
With that she wept and wail'd, as if her hart 
Would quite have burst through great abundance* of 
her smart. 

xn. 

All which complaint when Marinell had beard. 
And understood the cause of all her care 
To come of him for using her so hard ; 
His stubbome heart that never felt misfare, 
Was toucht with soft remorse and pitty rare ; 
That even for grief of minde he oft did grone. 
And inly wish that in his powre it weare 
Her to redresse : but since he meanes found none, 
He could no more but her great misery bemone. 



XIII. 



Thus, whilst his stony heart with tender ruth. 
Was toucht, and mighty courage mollifine. 
Dame Venus sonne that tameth stubbome youth 
With iron bit, and maketh him abide 
Till like a victor on his backe he ride. 
Into his mouth his maystring bridle threw. 
That made him stoupe, till he did him bestride : 
Then gan he make him tread his steps anew, 
And leame to love by learning lovers paines to ren 



XIV. 

Now gan he in his grieved minde devise, 
How from that dungeon he might her enlarge : 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble wise 
To Proteus selfe to sue for her discharge : 
But then he fear'd his mothers former chaise 
Gainst womens love, long given him in vaine : 
Then gan he thinke, perforce with sword and targe 
Her forth to fetch, and Proteus to constraine : 
But soone he gan such folly to forthinke againe. 

XV. 

Then did he cast to steale her thence away^ 

And with him beare where none of her might knoW 

But all in vaine : for why ? he found no way 

To enter in, or issue foVth below ; 

For all about that rocke the sea did flow. 

And though unto his will she given were, 

Yet, without ship or bote her thence to row. 

He wist not how her thence away to here ; 

And daunger well he wist long to continue there. 



XVI. 

At last, whenas no meanes he could indent, 
Backe to himselfe he gan retume the blame. 
That was the author of her punishment ; 
And with vile curses and reprochfiill shame 
Xp damne himselfe by every evil name. 
And deeme unworthy or of love or life. 
That had despisde so chast and faire a dame. 
Which him had sought throughtrouble and long strifi$ 
Yet had refusde a god that her had sought to wife. 

XVII. 

In this sad plight he walked here and there. 
And romed round about the rocke in vaine. 
As he had lost himselfe he wist not where ; 
Oft listening if he mote her heare againe ; 
And still bemoniiig her unworthy paine : 
Like as an hynde whose calfe is mine unwares 
Into some pit, where she him heares complaine. 
An hundr^ times about the pit side fares. 
Right sorrowfully mourning her bereaved cares. 

XVIII. 

And now by this the feast was throughly ended. 
And every one gan homeward to resort : 
Which seeing, Marinell was sore offended 
That his departure thence should be so short. 
And leave his love in that sea-walled fort 
Yet durst he not his mother disobay ; 
But, her attending in full seemly sort, 
Did march amongst the many all the way ; 
And all the way did inly moume, like one astray. 
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Being returned to bis mothers bowre, 
la solitary silence hr from wight 
He gan record the lamentable stowre. 
In which his wretched love laj day and night, 
For his deare sake, that ill deserrVl that plight: 
The thought whereof empierst his hart so deepe. 
That of no worldly thing he tooke delight ; 
Ne dayly food did take, n« nightly sleepe, 
But pyn*d, and moum'd, and languisht, and alone 
did weepe; 

XX. 

That in short snace bis wonted chearefuU hew 
Gan fikde, and hvely spirits deaded quight : 
His cheeke-bones raw, and eie-pits hollow grew. 
And brawney armes had lost their knowen might. 
That nothing like himselfe he seem'd in sight. 
Ere long so weake of limbe, and sicke of love 
He woxe, that lenger he note stand upright. 
But to his bed was broueht, and layd above, 
Like ruefull ghost, unable once to stir or move. 



XXI. 

Which when his mother saw, she in her mind 
Was troubled sore, ne wist well what to weene ; 
Ne could by search nor any meanes out find 
The secret cause and nature of his teene. 
Whereby she might apply some medicine ; 
But weeping day and night did him attend. 
And moum'd to see her losse before her eyne, 
Which griev*d her more that she it could not mend : 
To see an helplesse evill double griefe doth lend. 

XXIX. 

Nought could she read the root of his disease, 
Ne weene what mister maladie it is. 
Whereby to seeke some means it to appease. 
Most did she thinke, but most she thought amis, 
That that same former fatall wound of his 
Whyleare by Tryphon was not throughly healed , 
But closely rankled under th' orifis : 
Least did she thinke, that which he most concealed. 
That love it was, which in his hart lay unrevealed. 

xxm. 

Therefore to Tiyphon she againe doth hast. 
And him doth cnyde as false and fraudulent. 
That &yld the trust, which she in him had plast. 
To cure her sonne, as he his faith had lent ; 
Who now was falne into new lang^shment 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backe he came unto her patient ; 
Where searching every part, her well assured 
That it was no old sore which his new paine pro- 
cured; 

XXIV. 

But that it was some other maladie. 
Or grief unknow^e, which he could not disceme : 
So left he her withouten remedie. 
Then gan her heart to faint, and quake, and eame. 
And inly troubled was, the truth to leame. 
Unto himselfe she came, and him besought, [steme. 
Now with feire speeches, now with threatnings 
If ought lay hidden in his sieved thought, 
It to reveale : who still uer answered, there was 
nought. 



XXV. 

Nathlesse she rested not so satisfide ; 

But leaving watry gods, as booting noug^ht. 

Unto the shinie heaven in haste she hide. 

And thence Apollo king of leaches brought. 

Apollo came } who, soone as he had Bought 

Through his disease, did by and by out find 

That he did languish of some inward thought. 

The which afflicted his engrieved mind ; 

Which love he red to be, that leads eachliying kind* 

XXVI. 

A^liich when be had unto his mother told. 

She gan thereat to fret and greatly grieve : 

And, comming to her sonne, gan first to scold 

And ^hyde at him that made her misbelieve : 

But afterwards she gan him soft to shrieve. 

And wooe with fidr intreatie, to disclose 

Which of the nymphes his heart so sore did mieve : 

For sure she weend it was some one of those. 

Which he had lately seene, that for his love he chose. 

XXVII. 

Now lesse she feared that same fatall read« 
That warned him of womens love beware : 
Which being ment of mortal creatures sead. 
For love of njonphes she thought she need not care, 
But promist him, whatever wight she weare, 
That she her love to him would shortly gaine : 
So he her told : but soone as she did heare 
That Florimell it was which wrought his paine. 
She gan afresh to chafe, and grieve in every vaine. 

xxviu. 

Yet since she saw the streight extremitie. 
In which his life unluckily was layd, 
It was no time to scan the prophecie. 
Whether old Proteus true or Mse had sajd. 
That his decay should happen by a mayd ; 
(It's late, in death, of daunger to advize ; 
Or love forbid him, that is life denayd ;) 
But rather gfan in troubled mind devize 
How she that ladies libertie might enterprize. 

XXIX. 

To Proteus selfe to sew she thought it vaine. 
Who was the root and worker of her woe ^ 
Nor unto any meaner to complaine ; 
But unto great King Neptune selfe did goe. 
And, on her knee before him falling lowe. 
Made humble suit unto his maiestie 
To g^unt to her her sonnes life, which his (oe, 
A cruell tyrant, had presumpteouslie 
By wicked doome condemned a wretched death to 
die. 

zxx. 

To whom god Neptune, softly smyling, thus ; 
" Daughter, me seemes of double wrong ye plaine. 
Gainst one that hath both wronged you and us : 
For death t* adward I ween'd did appertaine 
To none but to the seas sole soveraine : 
Read therefcre who it is which this hath wrought. 
And for what cause ; the truth discover plaine : 
For never wight so evill did or thought. 
But would some rightfuU cause pretend, though 
rightly nought." 
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To whom she answered ; " Then it is bj came 
Proteus, that hath ordayn*d my sonne to die ; 
For that a waift, the which by fortune came 
Upon your seas, he cla3rm*d as propertie : 
And yet nor his, nor his in equitie, 
But yours the waift by high prerogative : 
Therefore I humbly crave your majestie 
It to replevie, and my sonne reprive : 
So shall you by one gift save all us three alive/' 



KXXU. 



He graunted it : and straight his warrant made, 
Under the sea-god*s seale autenticall, 
Commaunding Proteus straight t' enlarge the mayd 
Which wandring on his seas imperiall 
He lately tooke, and sithence kept as thrall. 
Which she receiving with meete thankefulnesse. 
Departed straio^ht to Proteus therewithall : 
Who, reading it with inward loathfulnesse. 
Was grieved to sestore the pledge he did possesse. 



zxxiir. 

Yet durst he not the warrant to withstand. 
But unto her delivered Florimell : 
Whom she receiving by tlie lilly hand, 
Admyr*d her beautie much, as she mote well. 
For she all living creatures did excell. 
And was right ioyous that she gotten had 
So faire a wife for her sonne Marinell. 
So home with her she streight the virgin lad. 
And shewed her to him then being sore bestad. 

XXXIV. 

Who soone as he beheld that angels face 

Adom'd with all divine perfection. 

His cheared heart eftsoones away gan chace 

Sad death, revived with her sweet inspection. 

And feeble spirit inly felt refection ; 

As withered weed through cmell winters tine, 

That feeles the warmth of sunny beames reflection, 

Liftes up his head that did before decline, 

And gins to spread his leafe before the faire sunshine 



xxxy. 

Right so himselfe did Marinell upreare, 
When he in place his dearest love did spy ; 
And though Lis limbs could not his bodie beare, 
Ne former strength returne so suddenly. 
Yet chearefull signes he shewed outwardly. 
Ne lesse was she in secret hart affected. 
But that she masked it with modestie. 
For feare she should of lightnesse be detected : 
\Miich to another place I leave to be perfected. 
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OF 



THE FAERIE QUEENE, 



CONTAYNINO 



THE LEGEND OF ARTE6ALL, OR OF JUSTICE. 



I. 

So oft as I with state of present time 
The image of the antique world compare, 
Whenas mans age was in his freshest prime. 
And, the first hlossome of faire vertue bare ; 
Such oddes I finde twixt those, and these which are. 
As that, through long continuance of his course. 
Me seemes the world is runne ^uite out of square 
From the first point of his appointed sourse ; 
And being once amisse growes daily wourse and 
wourse: 

u. 

For from the golden age, that first was named, 

It's now at earst become a stonie one ; 

And men themselves, the which at first were framed 

Of earthly mould, and form'd of flesh and bone. 

Are now transformed into hardest stone ; 

Such as behind their backs (so backward bred) 

Were throwne by Pyrrha and Deucalione : 

And if then those may any worse be red. 

They into that ere long will be degendered. 



ni. 

Let none then blame me, if,. in discipline . 

Of yertue and of cirill uses lore, 

I do not forme them to the common line 

Of present dayes which are corrupted sore ; 

But to the antique use which was of yore. 

When good was onely for itselfe desyred, 

And all men sought their owne, and' none no more ; 

When iustice was not for most meed outhyred. 

But simple truth did rayne, and was of all admyred. 

IV. 

For that which all men then did vertue call. 

Is now cald vice ; and that which vice was bight. 

Is now bight vertue, and so us*d of all : 

Right now is wrong, and wrong that was is right ; 

As all things else in time are chaunged quight : 

Ne wonder ; for the heavens revolution 

Is wandred farre from where it first was pight. 

And so doe make contririe constitution 

Of all this lower world toward his dissolution. 



V. 

For whoso list into the heavens looke. 
And search the courses of the rowling spheares. 
Shall find that from the point where they first tooke 
There setting forth, in these few thousand yeares 
They all are wandred much ; that plaine appeares : 
For that same golden fleecy ram, which bore 
Phrixns and Helle from their stepdames feares. 
Hath now forgot where he was plast of yore. 
And shouldred hath the bull which fayre Europa 
bore: 

VI. 

And eke the bull hath with his bow-bent home 

So hardly butted those two twinnes of love. 

That they have crusht the crab, and quite him borne 

Into the great Nemaean lions grove. 

So now all range, and doe at randon rove 

Out of their proper places farre away, 

And all this world with them amisse doe move. 

And all his creatures from their course astray ; 

Till they arrive at their last ruinous decay. 



Vll. 

Ne is that same great glorious lampe of light. 

That doth enlumme all these lesser fyres. 

In better case, ne keepes his course more right. 

But is miscaried with the other spheres : 

For since the terme of fourteen hundred yeres, 

lliat learned Ptolomaee his bight did take. 

He is declyned from that marke of theirs 

Nigh thirtie minutes to the sou theme lake ; 

That makes me feare in time he will us quite forsake. 



vin. 

And if to those ^gjrptian wisards old 

(Which in star-read were wont have best insight) 

Faith may be given, it is by them told 

That since the time they first tooke the sunns bight, 

Foure times his place he shifted hath in sight. 

And twice hath risen where he now doth west, 

And wested twice where he ought rise aright. 

But most is Mars amisse of all the rest ; 

And next to him old Satume, that was wont be best 
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There she him taught to weigh hoth right and wrong 
In equall hallance with due recompence. 
And equitie to measure out along 
According to the line of conscience, 
Wbenso it needs with rigour to dispence : 
Of all the which, for want there of mankind. 
She caused him to make experience 
Upon wyld beasts, which sne in woods did find, 
^ith wrongful! powie oppressing others of theitf 
kind. 



vni. 



Thus she him tra3nied, and thus she him taught 
In all the skill of deeming wrong and right, 
Untill the ripenesse of mans yeares he auffht ; 
That even wilde beasts did feare his awftul sight. 
And men admyr'd his orer-ruling might ; 
Ne any lir'd on ground that durst withstand 
His dreadfiill heast, much lesse him match in fight, 
Or bide the horror of his wreakfull hand, 
Whenso he list in wrath lift up his steely brand : 



iz. 



Which steely brand, to make him dreaded more 
She gave unto him, gotten by her slight 
And earnest search, where it was kept in ston' 
In loves etemall house, unwist of wight. 
Since he himselfe it usM in that great fight 
Against the Titans, that whylome rebelled 
Gainst highest heaven ; Chrysaor it was hight ; 
Cbrysaor, that all other swords excelled. 
Well proy'd in that same day when love those 
gyants quelled : 



X. 



xin. 



For of most perfect metall it was made, 
Tempred with adamant amongst the same, 
And gamisht all with gold upon the blade 
In eoodly wise, whereof it tooke his name. 
And was of no lesse vertue then of fame : 
For there no substance was so firme and hard, 
But it would pierce or cleave whereso it came ; 
Ne any armour could his dint out-ward ; 
But wheresoever it did light, it throughly shard. 

XI. 

Now when the world with'sinne gan to abound^ 
Astrasa loathine longer here to space • 
Mongst wicked men, in whom no truth she found, 
Eetum'd to heaven, whence she derived her race ; 
Where she hath now an everlasting place 
Mongst those twelve signes, which nightly we do see 
The heavens brip^ht-shming baudricke to enchace ; 
And is the Virgin, sixt in her degree. 
And next herselfe her righteous ballance hanging 
bee. 

XII. 

But when she parted hence she left her groome. 
An yron man, which did on her attend 
Always to execute her stedfast doome. 
And willed him with Artegall to wend. 
And doe whatever thing he did intend : 
His name was Talus, made of jrron mould. 
Immoveable, resistlesse, without end ; 
Who in his hand an yron flale did hould, 
Witn -rhich he thresh* out felshood, and did truth 
• feold. 



He now went with him in this now inqnest. 
Him for to aide, if aide he chaunst to neede. 
Against that cruell tyrant, which opprest 
The faire Irena with his foule misdc^de. 
And kept the crowne in which she should sucmi 
And now together on their way they bin, 
Whenas they saw a squire in squallid weed 
Lamenting sore his sorrowfull sad tyne 
With many bitter teares shed from his blubbfed ejfi 

XIV. 

To whom as they approched, they espide 
A sorie sight as ever scene with eye. 
And headlesse ladie lying him beside 
In her owne blood all wallow'd wofuUy, 
That her gay clothes did in discolour die. 
Much was he moved at that ruefull sight ; 
And flam'd with zeale of vengeance inwardly 
He askt who had that dame so fouly dight, 
Or whether his owne hand, or whether other wig) 

XV. 

" Ah ! woe is me, and well away," quoth hee 

Bursting forth teares like springs out of a banke, 

" That ever I this dismall day did see ! 

Full farre was I from thinking such a pranke ; 

Yet litle losse it were, and mickle thanke, 

If I should graunt that I have doen the same. 

That I mote drinke the cup whereof she dranke; 

But that I should die guiltie of the blame. 

The which another did who now is fled with sham 



XVI. 

" Who was it then," sayd Artegall, " that wrougl 
And why ? doe it dediure unto me trevr." 
" A knight," said he, " if knight he may be thou| 
lliat did his hand in ladies Uoud embrew. 
And for no cause, but as I shall you shew. 
This day as I in solace sate hereoy 
With a fa3rre love whose losse I now do Tew, 
There came this knight, having in companie 
This lucklesse ladie which now here doth beadle 
he. 

xvn. 

" He, whether mine seem'd fa3rrer in his eye. 
Or that he wexed weary of his owne. 
Would change with me -, but I did it denye. 
So did the ladies both, as may be knowne ; 
But he, whose spirit was with pride upblowne. 
Would not so rest contented with bis right ; 
But, having from his courser her downe throwne. 
Fro me reft mine away by lawlesse might. 
And on his steed her set to beare ber out of sight 

XVIII, 

" Which when his ladie saw, she followed fast. 
And on him catching hold gan loud to crie 
Not so to leave her nor away to cast, 
But rather of his hand besought to die : 
With that his sword he drew all wrath fully. 
And at one stroke crept off her head with scome, 
In that same place whereas it now doth lie. 
, So he my love away with him hath borne. 
And left me here both his and mine owne love 
moume." 




THE FAERIE Q^JEE^■E. 



fS^ 



Artegall hearea of Florimell ; 

Doea with the paji^n fi^ht : 
UiiD allies ; drownes Lady Moneia 

Doea race ber castle quight. 



[ NovcirrisinnrBlionourabUtOBlniglit, 
I Ne beiler dotb beaeeme bf»»e ohevalry, 
- I to defend (he feablB in their right, 
And wrong radrease in aooh aa wend Bwiy : 
Whilome those ^eat heriies got thereby 
Their greatest glnry for tbeir riglitfull deedes, 
■ d place deaeiTed with the ^a on hy i 



And daylyhe his wrongs encroaseth tnon ; 
or never wight he lets to pBaae thai way, 
lier lira bridge, albee ha rich or poore, 

is pBaaagB-pBimy pay : 



Else he doth hold him backe i 



To which as he now waa napon the way. 

Whom he requir'd hia forward hast to stay, 

Till be of tidlnga mote wilh him diacourae. 

Loth W8« the dwarfs, yet did ha stay perforae, 

And gan of sundry newas hia store in lell, 

As to hia memory they had recourae ; 

But chiafly of the fairest Florimall. 

How she was found againe, and spousde to Marinell, 



For thia was Dony, Florimella owne dn-orfe, 
Whom having lost (as ye hare heard whvlaare) 
And finding in the way the scattred acarfe. 
The fortune of her life long lime did feare : 
But of her health when Artegsll did heare, 
And snfa reluma, he was full inly glud. 
And sakt him where and when liar bridale cheare 
Sboald be Bolemnii'd ; for, if time be had. 
He would be there, sod honor lo liei epousall nd. 



" Within ihreo daiaa," quotb ho, " aa I do hearo, 

It will be at the castle of the strond ; 

What time, if neiighl me let. I will be there 

To do her serrice so as 1 am bond. 

But in my way a little here beyond 

A caraed cruell aaniiin dotb wonne. 

That keepes a bridj^a paaaage by strong hood, 

And many errant knights hath there fordonne ; 

That makea all men for faaro that passage foe to 



" What mister wighl," quolli he, "and how far henee 
Is he, that doth to travellers suoh bamies !" 
" Ha ia." said he, " a roan of great defence i 
Expert in battell and in deedea of armes ; 
And more emboldned by die wicked cburmas. 
With which his daughter doth Iiim atill support ; 
H iviog great lordabipa p>t and goodly faraiea 
Tbro<i|;h strong oppression of bis powra anlort ; 
By which he sill iliembolda, aud keepeawith strong 
effort. 



For that 



with h 



It bondage doth beitnr. 
le rich doth tytai 



dotb o 



And makes them snbiecl to his mighty wrong 
And some by sleigbl he eke dotli underfong: 

Which is but narrow, but aiceeding- long ; 
And in tbe same are many trap-fala piglil. 
Through whicli tbe rider dowoe dotb fiill ibr 
oversight. 



' And unden 



'aththe; 



wift and dan 



wliich when 






All destitute of helpe doth bendlont; fall ; 
But be liimaalfe tlirough practise usuall 
I^apea forth inio the floud, and there aaaaies 
Kii foe confused through hia sodaine fall, 
id raan be equally dlmtiBies, 

treyterousl/t 



And either both them drownea, o 



all thai 



le lake the apoile of them at will, 

■ ler brings, tl 

9a doth take, 
icked tb 



of her 



Whioh she with wrongs hstb heaped up so bj 
Tliat many princes ahe in wealth eioeedea. 
And pureLast all tha countrey lying ay 
Witli the revenue of her plenteous meedes ! 
Her name ia Munera, agreeing with ber detdtCi 



" Thereto ahe is full faire, and rich attired. 
With golden hands and silver faelo beside. 
Thai many lorda have h.ir to wife desirvd : 
But ahe them all daspiaatb for great pride." 
" Now by my life," aayd ha, ■' and God lo guiiM 
None other way will I this day betake, ^" 

But by that bridge whereas be doth abide : 
Therefore me thiiher lead." No mare be ipaki 
But Ihitlieniard forihrighi his ready way did n 
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But, whenas vet she saw him to proceede 

Unmov'd witn praiers or with piteous thought. 

She ment him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 

And causde great sackes with endlesse riches fraught 

Unto the battilment to he uphrought. 

And powred forth over the castle wall, 

lliat she might win some time, though dearly bought, 

Whilest he to gathering of the gold did fall ; 

But he was notiiing mor'd nor tempted therewithal!: 



XXIV. 



But still continu'd his assault the more. 
And layd on load with his huge yron flaile. 
That at the length he has yrent the dore 
And made way for his maister to assaile : 
Who heing entred, nought did them availe 
For wight against his powre themselves to reare : 
Each one did flie ; their hearts began to faile ; 
And hid themselves in comers here and there ; 
And eke their dame halfe dead did hide herself for 
feare. 



XXV. 



Long they her sought, yet no where could they finde 
That sure they ween'd she was escapt away : [her. 
But Talus, that could like a lime-hound winde her. 
And all things secrete wisely could bewray, 
At length found out whereas she hidden lay 
Under an heape of gold : thence he her drew 
By the faire lockes, and fowly did array 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 
That Artegdl hmuelfe her seemelesse plight did rew. 



XXVI. 

Yet for no pittv would he chanee the course 
Of iustice, which in Talus hand did lye ; 
Who rudely hayld her forth without remorse. 
Still holding up her suppliant hands on hye. 
And kneeling at his feete submissively : 
But he her suppliant hands, those hands of gold, 
And eke her feete, those feete of silver trye. 
Which sought unrighteousnesse, and iustice sold, 
Chopt o£f, and nayld on high, that all might them 
behold. 

xxvn. 

Herselfe then tooke he by the sclender wast 

In vaine loud crying, and into the flood 

Over the castle wall adowne her cast. 

And there her drowned in the dirty mud : 

But the streame washt away her guilty blood. 

Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke. 

The spoile of peoples evil gotten good, 

The which her sire had scrap't by hooke and crooke. 

And burning all to ashes powr'd it down the brooke. 

xxvm. 

And lastly all that castle quite he raced. 

Even from the sole of his foundation, 

And all the hewen stones thereof defaced, 

I'hat there mote be no hope of reparation, 

Nor memory thereof to any nation. 

All which when Talus throughly had perfourmed. 

Sir Artegall undid the evil fashion. 

And wicked customes of that bridge refourmed : 

Which done, unto his former iourney he retourned. 



xxn. 

In which they measured micUe weary way. 
Till that at length nieh to the sea they drew ; 
By which as they did travell on a day, 
Tney saw before them, fax as they could yew. 
Full many people gathered in a crew ; 
Whose great assembly they did much admire; 
For never there the like resort they knew. 
So towardes them they coasted, to enquire 
What thing so many nations met did there desiie. 

XXX. 

There they beheld a mighty gyant stand 

Upon a rocke, and holding forth on hie 

An huge great paire of ballance in his hand. 

With which he boasted in his surquedrie 

That all the world he would weigh equallie. 

If ought he had the same to counterpoys : 

For want whereof he weighed vanity. 

And fild his ballaunce full of idle toys : 

Yet was admired much of fooles, women, and bojs. 

XXXI. 

He sayd that he would all the earth uptake 

And £dl the sea, divided each from either : 

So would he of the fire one ballaunce make. 

And one of th* ajrre, without or wind or weUier: 

Then would he ballaunce heaven and hell tt^ether, 

And all that did within them all containe ; 

Of all whose weight he would not misse a fether : 

And looke what surplus did of each remaine. 

He would to his owne part restore the same againe. 

XXXII. 

For why, he sayd, they all unequall were. 
And had encroched upon others share ; 
Like as the sea (which plaine he shewed there) 
Had wome the earth ; so did the fire the aire ; 
So all the rest did others parts empaire : 
And so were realmes and nations run awry. 
All which he undertooke for to repaire. 
In sort as they were formed aunciendy ; 
And all things would reduce unto equaUty 

xxxm. 

Therefore the vulgar did about him flocke. 

And cluster thicke unto his leasings vaine ; 

Like foolish flies about an hony-crocke ; 

In hope by him great benefite to gaine. 

And uncontrolled freedome to obtaine. 

All which when Artegall did see and heare. 

How he misled the simple peoples traine. 

In sdeignfull wize he drew unto him neare. 

And thus unto him spake, without regard or feare ; 

XXXIV. 

** Thou, that presum'st to weigh the world anew. 

And all things to an equall to restore, 

Instead of right me seemes great wrong dost shew. 

And far above thy forces pitch to sore : 

For, ere thou limit what is lesse or more 

In every thing, thou oughtest first to know 

What was the poyse of every part of yore : 

And looke then, how much it doth overflow 

Or faile thereof, so much is more then iust to trow. 
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XXXV. 

" For at the first they all created were 
In goodly measure by their Makers might ; 
And weighed out in ballaunces so nere. 
That not a dram was missing of their right : 
The earth was in the middle centre pight. 
In which it doth immoveable abide, 
Hemd in with waters like a wall in sight. 
And they with aire, that not a drop can slide : 
Al which the heavens containe, and in their coursea 
guide. 

XXXTI. 

" Such heavenly iustice doth among them raine. 
That every one doe know their certaine bound ; 
In which they doe these many yeares remaine, 
And mongst them al no change hath yet beene found : 
But if thou now shonldst weigh them new in pound, 
We are not sure they would so long remaine : 
All change is perillous, and all chaunce unsound. 
Therefore leave off to weigh them all againe, 
Till we may be assur'd they shall their course 
retaine. 

xxxvn. 

'* Thou foolishe elfe," said then the gytint wroth, 

" Seest not how badly all things present bee. 

And each estate quite out of order goth ? 

The sea itselfe doest thou not plainely see 

Encroch uppon the land there under thee ? 

And th* earth itselfe how daily its increast 

By all that dying to it turned be ? 

Were it not good that wrong were then surceast. 

And from the most that some were given to the least ? 

xxxvm. 

" Therefore I will throw downe these mountains hie, 
And make them levell with the lowly plaine. 
These towring rocks, which reach unto the side, 
I will thrust downe into the deepest maine. 
And, as they were, them equalize againe. 
Tyrants, that make men subiect to their law, 
I will suppresse, that they no more may raine \ 
And lordings curbe that commons over-aw ; 
And all the wealth of rich men to the poore will 
draw." 

XXXIX. 

** Of things unseene how canst thou deeme aright," 

Then answered the righteous Artegall, 

" Sith thou misdeem'st so much of things in sight? 

What though the sea with waves continuall 

Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all ; 

Ne is the earth the lesse, or loseth ought : 

For whatsoever from one place doth ftdl 

Is with the tyde unto another brought : 

For there is nothing lost, that may be found if sought. 

XL. 

" Likewise the earth is not augmented more 

By all that dying into it doe fade ; 

For of the earth they formed were of yore : 

However gay their blossome or their blade 

Doe flourish now, they into dust shall vade. 

What wrong then is it if that when they die 

They tume to that whereof they first were made ? 

All in the powre of their great Maker lie : 

All creatures must obey the voice of the Most Hie. 



XLI. 



" They live, they die, like as He doth ordaihe, | 

Ne ever any asketh reason why. 

The hils doe not the lowly dales disdaine ; 

The ddes doe not the loffy hils envy. 

He maketh kings to sit in soverainty ; 

He maketh subiects to their powre obay ; 

He pulleth downe, He^setteth up on hy ; 

He gives to this, from that He takes away : 

For all we have is His : what He list doe, He may. 



xLn. 

" Whatever thing is done, by Him is donne, 
Ne any may His mighty will withstand ; 
Ne any may His soveraine power shonne, 
Ne loose that He hath bound with stedfast band • 
In vaine therefore doest thou now take in hand 
To call to count, or weigh His workes anew. 
Whose counsels depth thou canst not understand ; 
Sith of things subiect to thy daily vew 
Thou doest not know the causes nor thdr courses 
dew. 

XLin. 

" For take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise. 
And weigh the winde that under heaven doth blow ; 
Or weigh the light that in the east doth rise ; 
Or weigh the thought that from mans mind doth flow : 
But if uie weight of these thou canst not show. 
Weigh but one word which from thy lips doth fall : 
For how canst thou those greater secrets know. 
That doest not know the least thing of them all ? 
lU can he rule the great that cannot reach the small." 

xuv. 

Therewith the gyant much abashed sayd 
That he of little things made reckoning light ; 
Yet the least word that ever could be layd 
Within his ballaunce he could way aright. 
" Which is," said he, ** more heavy then in weight. 
The right or wrong, the false or else the trew ?" 
He answered that he would try it streight : 
So he the words into his ballaunce threw ; 
But streight the winged words out of his ballaunce 
flew. 

XLV. 

Wroth wext he then, and sayd that words were light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide : 
But he could iustly weigh the wrong or riglit. 
" Well then," sayd Artegall, " let it be tride : 
First in one ballance set the true aside." 
He did so first, and then the false he layd 
In th* other scale ; but still it downe dia slide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be stayd : 
For by no meanes the false will with the truth be 
wayd. 



XLVI. 

** Now take the right likewise," sayd Artegale, 
" And counterpeise the same with so much wrong," 
So first the right he put into one scale ;^ 
And then the gyant strove with puissance strong 
To fill the other scale with so much wrong : 
But all the wrongs that be therein could lay 
Might not it peise ; yet did he labour long, 
And swat, and chauf'^d, and proved every way r 
I Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right downe wajr* 
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ZLYU. 

IVhieh when he nw, be matly gnrew io nge, 

^Dd alnAMt would bis beianees Iwre broken : 

fiot Arteg^l bim ftirely gan uswage, 

^nd sftid, " Be not upon thy balance wroken ; 

For tbey do nougbt but rigbt or wrong betoken ; 

But in the mind the doome of rigbt must bee : 

And so likewise of words, tbe wnicb be spoken, 

Tbe eare mast be tbe ballance, to decree 

And iudge, wbetber with truth or fidshood they agree. 

XLTin* 

" But Bet the truth and set the right aside, 
For they with wrong or falshood will not fare. 
And put two wrongs together to be tride. 
Or else two falses, of each equal share. 
And then together doe them both comiMre ; 
For truth is one, and right is ever one. 
So did he ; and then plaine it did appeare. 
Whether of them the greater were attone : 
But rigbt sat in the middest of the beame alone. 

zux. 

But be the rigbt from thence did thrust away ; 
For it was not the right which he did seeke : 
But rather strove extremities to way, 
I'h* one to diminish, th' other for to eeke : 
For of the meane he n'eatly did misleeke. 
Whom when so lewdly minded Talus found, 
Approching nigh unto him cheeke by cheeke. 
He shouldered him from off the higher ground. 
And down the rock him throwing in w sea him 
dround. 



Like as a ship, whom cruell tempest drives 

Upon a rocke with horrible dismay, 

Pier shattered ribs in thousand peeces rives 

And spoyling all her geares and goodly ray 

Does make berselfe misfortunes piteous pray : 

80 downe the cliffe the wretched gyant tumbled ; 

J lis battred ballances in peeces lay. 

His timbered bones all broken rudely rumbled : 

So was the high-aspyring with huge ruine humbled. 



That when the people, which had there about 
Long wajTted, saw his sudden desolation. 
They gan to gather in tumultuous root. 
And mutining to stirre up cirill faction 
For certaine losse of so great expectation : 
For well they hoped to have ^t g^reat good. 
And wondrous riches by his mnoTation : 
Therefore resolving to revenge his blood. 
They rose in azmes, and all in battell order stood. 

LIZ. 

Which lawlesse multitude him c<nnming^ to 

In warlike wise wboi Artegall did tow. 

He much was troubled, ne wist what to do : 

For loth he was his noble hands t'embrew 

In the base blood of such a rascall crew ; 

And otherwise, if that he should retire. 

He fear'd lest they with shame would him poxsew: 

Therefore he Talus to them sent t'inqnire 

The cause of their array, and truce for to desire. 

LIIT. 

But soone as they him nigh approching s^nde. 

They gan with aU their weapons him assay. 

And rudely stroke at him on every side ; 

Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought dismay '• 

But when at them he with his flaile ean lay. 

He like a swarm of flyes them overthrew : 

Ne any of them durst come in his way. 

But here and there before his presence flew. 

And hid themselves in holes and bushes from his vow; 

LIV. 

As when a faulcon hath with nimble flight 
Flowne at a flush of ducks foreby the brooke. 
The trembling foule dismayd with dreadful! sight 
Of death, the which them almost ov^rtooke. 
Doe hide themselves from her astonying looke 
Amongst the flags and covert round about. 
When Talus saw tbey all the field forsooke. 
And none appear'd of all that raskall rout. 
To Artegall he tum*d and went with him throughout. 



CANTO in. 

The spousals of fiEdre Florimell, 
Where tumey many knights: 

There Braggadochio is uncas'd 
In all the ladies sights. 



After long stormes and tempests over-blowne 
The sunne at length his ioyous face doth cleare : 
So whenas fortune all her spight hath showne. 
Some blisfiill boures at last must needes appeare ; 
Else should afflicted wights oft-times despeire. 
So comes it now to Florimell by toume. 
After long sorrowes suffered whyleare. 
In which captiv'd she many moneths did moume, 
To tast of ioy, and to wont pleasures to retoume : 



II. 



Who being freed from Proteus cruell band 

By Marinell was unto bim affide. 

And by him brought againe to Faerie Land ; 

Where he her spous'd, and made his ioyous bride. 

The time and place was blazed farre and wide. 

And solemne feastes and giusts ordain'd therefore : 

To which there did resort from every side 

Of lords and ladies infinite great store ; 

Ne any knight was absent that brave courage bore. 
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To tell the glorie of the feast that day. 
The goodly service, the devicefuU sights, 
I'he bridegroines state, the brides most rich any. 
The pride of ladies, and the worth of knights. 
The royall banquets, and the rare delights. 
Were worke fit for an herauld, not for me : 
But for so much as to my lot here lights, 
I'hat with this present treatise doth ag^e. 
True yertue to adyance, shall here recounted foee. 



IV. 

When all men had with ftill satietie 

Of meates and drinkes their appetites 8uffiz*d, 

To deedes of armes and proofe of chevalrie 

They gan themselves addresse, full rich aguiz*d. 

As each one had his furnitures deviz'd. 

And first of all issued Sir Marinell, 

And with him sixe knights more, which enterpriz'd 

To chalenge all in right of Florimell, 

And to maintaine that she all others did excell. 



The first of them was hight Sir Orimont, 
A noble knight, and tride in hard assayes : 
The second had to name Sir Bellisont, 
But second unto none in prowesse prayse: 
The third was Brunell, fiunous in his dayes : 
The fourth Ecastor, of exceeding might : 
The fift Armeddan, skild in lovely layes : 
The sixt was Lansack, a redoubted Imight : 
All sixe well seene in aimes, and prov d in many a 
fight. 

vi. 

And them against came all that list to giust. 
From every coast and countrie under sunne : 
None was debard, but all had leave that lust. 
'I'he trompets sound ; then all together ronne. 
Full many deeds of armes that day were donne ; 
And many knights unhorst, and many wounded. 
As fortune fell ; yet little lost or wonne : 
But all that day uie greatest prayse redounded 
To Marinell, whose name the neralds loud resounded. 



VII. 

The second day, so soone as morrow light 

Appear'd in heaven, into the field they came. 

And there all day continew'd cruell fight. 

With divers fortune fit for such a game. 

In which all strove with perill to winne fame ; 

Yet whether side was victor note be ghest : 

But at the last the trompets did proclame 

That Marinell that day deserved best. 

So they disparted were, and all men went to rest. 

vni. 

The third day came, that should due tryall lend 
Of all the rest ; and then this warlike crew 
Together met, of all to make an end. 
There Marinell great deeds of armes did shew ; 
And through the thickest like a lyon flew. 
Bashing off helmes, and ryvine plates asonder ; 
That every one his daunger did eschew : 
So terribly his dreadfull strokes did thonder, 
That all men stood amazed, and at his might did 
wonder. 



But what on earth can alwaies happie stand t 
The greater prowesse greater perils find. 
So farre he past amongst his enemies band. 
That they have him enclosed so behind. 
As by no meanes he can himselfe outwind : 
And now perforoe they have him prisoner taken ; 
And now they doe with captive bands him bind ; 
And now they lead him hence, of all forsaken, 
Unlesse some succour had in time him overtaken* 



z. 

It fortun'd whylest they were thus Ul beset, 

Sir Artegall into the tilt-jrard came. 

With Braggadochio, whom he lately met 

Upon the way with that his snowy dame : 

Where when he understood by common fame. 

What evil hap to Marinell betid. 

He much was mov'd at so unworthie shame. 

And streight that boaster prayd, with whom be rid. 

To change his shield with him, to be the better hid. 

XI. 

So forth he went, and soone them overbent* 
Where they were leading Marinell away ; 
Whom he assinrld with dreadlesse hardunent. 
And forst the burden of their prize to stay. 
They were an hundred knights of that amy ; 
Of which th' one halfe upon himselfe did set. 
The other stayd behind to gard the pray : 
But he ere long the former fiftie bet ; 
And from the other fiftie soone the prisoner fet. 

xn. 

So backe he brought Sir Marinell againe ; 
Whom having quickly arm'd againe anew. 
They both together io3med might and maine. 
To set afresh on all the other crew : 
Whom with sore havocke soone they overthrew. 
And chased quite out of the field, thiat none 
Against them durst his head to perill shew. 
So were they left lords of the fidd alone : 
So Marinell by him was rescu'd from. his fone. 



xm. 

Which when he had perform'd, then backe againe 

To Braegadochio did his shield restore : 

Who all this while behind him did remaine. 

Keeping there close with him in pretious store 

That his fidse ladie, as ye heaxd afore. 

Then did the trompets sound, and iudges rose. 

And all these knights, which that day armour bore, 

Came to the open hall to listen whose 

The honour of the prize should be adiudged by those* 

XIV. 

And thether also came in open sight 
Fayre Florimell into the common hall. 
To greet his guerdon unto every knight. 
Ana best to him to whom the best should fall. 
Then for that stranger knight they loud did call. 
To whom that day they should the girlond yield ; 
Who came not forth: but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadochio, and did shew his shield. 
Which bore the sunne brode blazed in a golden fieldL 
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XT. 



The Bight whereof did all with eladnesse fill : 
80 unto him they did addeeme the prise 
Of all that tryumph. Then the trompets shrill 
Don Braggaaochios name re8oand<Hl thrise : 
So courage lent a cloke to cowardise : 
And then to him came fayrest Florimell, 
And ffoodly gan to gjeete his hrare emprise, 
And Uiousand thankes him yeeM, that had so well 
Appror'd that day that she all othera did exeell. 



XVT, 

To whom the hoaster, that all knights did hlot. 

With proud disdaine did scomefull answere make, 

That what he did that day, he did it not 

For her, but for his owne deare ladies sake. 

Whom on his perill he did undertake 

Both her and eke all others to exeell : 

And further did uncomely speaches crake. 

Much did his words the gentle ladie quell. 

And tnm'd aside for shame to heare what he did tell. 



xvn. 

Then forth he brought his snowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beside, 
Covered from peoples gazement with a velo : 
Whom when discovered they had throuprhly eide. 
With great amazement they were stupefide ; 
And said, that sorely Flonmell it was. 
Or if it were not Florimell so tride, 
That Florimell herselle she then did pas. 
So feeble skill of perfect things the Yiilgar has. 

XVIII, 

Which whenas Marinell beheld likewise, 

He was therewith exceedingly dismayd ; 

Ne ^ist he what to thinke, or to devise : 

But, like as one whom feends had made affrayd, 

He long astonisht stood, ne ought he sayd, 

Ne ought he did, but with fast fixed eies 

He gazed still upon that snowy mayd. 

Whom ever as he did the more avize. 

The more to be true Florimell he did sunniae. 



nx. 

As when two sonnes appeare in th' azure skye, 

Mounted in Phcebas charet fierie bright. 

Both darting forth fidre beames to each mans eye. 

And both aaom*d with lampes of flaming light ; 

All that behold so strange prodigious sight. 

Not knowing natures workie, nor what to weene. 

Are rapt with wonder and with rare a£Pright. 

80 stood Sir Marinell when he had seene 

The semblant of this &lse by his fidre beauties queeoe. 

XX. 

All which when Artegall, who all this while 
Stood in the preasse close covered, well advewed, 
And saw that boasters pride and gracelesse guile, 
He could no longer beare, but forth issew^, 
And unto all himselfe there open shewed, 
And to the boaster said ; " Thou losell base, 
That hast with borrowed plumes thyaelfo andt^WMl, 
Anri others worth with leasinrs doest defUc*, 

''^are all restor'd thou ahnlt rtmt in dia* 



XXX. 

" That shield, which thou doest beare, was it indeed 
Which this dayes honour sav'd to Marinell ; 
But not that arme, nor thou the man I reed. 
Which didst that service unto Florimell : 
For proofe shew forth Ihy sword, and let it tell 
What strokes, what dreaafull stoure, it stird this daj: 
Or shew the wounds which unto thee befoll ; 
Or shew the sweat with which thon diddest sway 
So sharpe a battell, that so many did dismay. 

XXII. 

" But this the sword which wrought those cnwll 

stounds. 
And this the arme the which that shield did beare, 
And these the signs," (so shewed forth his wounds,) 
" By which that glorie gotten doth appeare. 
As for this ladie, which he sheweth here. 
Is not (I wager) Florimell at all ; 
But some fa3rre franion, fit for such a fere. 
That by mistortone in his hand did falL" 
For proofe whereof he bad them Florimell forth call. 

xxm. 

So forth the noble ladie was ybrought, 
Adom'd with honor and all comely g^race : 
Whereto her bashfoll shamefiutnesse ywroqght 
A great increase in her faire blushing face ; 
As roses did with lillies interlace : 
For of those words, the which that boaster threw. 
She inly yet conceived great disgrace : 
Whom whenas all the people such did vew. 
They shouted loud, and signes of gladnesse all did 
shew. 

XXIV. 

Then did he set her by that snowy one. 
Like the true saint beside the image set ; 
Of both their beauties to make paragone 
And triall, whether should the honor get. 
Streightway, so soone as both together met, 
Th' enchaunted damzell vanisht mto nought : 
Her snowy substance melted as with heat, 
Ne of that goodly hew remajrned ought. 
But th' emptie girdle which about her wast was 
wrought. 

xxr. 

As when the daughter of Thaumantes faire 

Hath in a watry cloud displayed wide 

Her goodly, bow, which paints the liquid ayie ; 

That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 

All suddenly, ere one can looke aside. 

The glorious picture vanisheth away, 

Ne any token doth thereof abide : 

So did this ladies goodly forme decay. 

And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 

XXVI. 

Which whenas all that present were beheld. 

They striok«i were with great astonishment. 

And, their faint harts with senselesse horrour queld, 

To see the things that seem'd so excellent, 

80 stolen firom their fancies wonderment ; 

That what of it became none understood : 

And Bragffadoohio selfo with dreiiment 

80 daunted was in his despeyring mood, 

I'hat lika a lifelesse corse immoveable he stood. 
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But Artegall that golden belt uptooke. 
The which of all her spoyle was onely left ; 
Which was not hers, as many it mistooVe, 
But Florimells owne girdle, from her reft 
While she was flying, like a weary weft, 
From that foule monster which did her compell 
To perils great ; which he unbuckling eft 
Presented to the fayrest Florimell ; 
Who round about her tender wast it fitted welL 

xxvni. 

Full many ladies often had assay d 

About their middles that faire belt to knit ; 

And many a one supposed to be a mayd : 

Yet it to none of all their loynes w^ould fit, 

Till Florimell about her fastned it. 

Such power it had, that to no womans wast 

By any skill or labour it would fit, 

Unlesse that she were continent and chast ; 

But it would lose or breake, that many had disgrast. 

Whilest thus they busied were bout Florimell, 
And boastfuU Bra^gadochio to defame. 
Sir Guyon, as by fortune then befell, 
Forth n-om the thickest preasse of people came, 
His owne good steed, which he had stolne, to clame ; 
And, th' one hand seizing on his golden bit, 
With th* other drew his sword ; for with the same 
He meant the thiefe there deadly to have smit : 
And, had he not bene held, he nought had fayld of it. 

xxx» 

Thereof great burly burly moved was 
Throughout the hall for that same warlike horse : 
For Braggadochio would not let him pas ; 
And Guyon would him algates have perforse, 
Or it approve upon his carrion corse. 
Which iroublous stirre when Artegall perceived. 
He nigh them drew to stay th' avengers forse ; 
And gan inquire how was that steed bereaved, 
WheUier by might extort, or else by slight deceaved. 

XXXI. 

Who all that piteous stone, which befell 
About that wofull couple which were slaine, 
And their young bloodie babe to him gan tell ; 
With whom whiles he did in the wood remaine. 
His horse purlo3med was by subtill traine ; 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight : 
But he for nought could him thereto constraine ; 
For as the death he hated such despight. 
And rather had to lose than trie in annes his righL 

• 

xxxn. 

Which Artegall well hearing, (though no more 
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie, 
As was the wont of warlike knights of yore, 
Then that his foe should him the field denie,) 
Yet further right by tokens to descrie. 
He askt, what privie tokens he did beare. 
" If that," said Guyon, " may you satisfie, 
Within his mouth a blacke spot doth appeare, 
Shapt like a horses shoe, who list to seeke it there." 



xxxin. 

Whereof to make due tryall one did take 
The horse in hand withm his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles so sorely he him strake, 
That all his ribs he quite in peeces broke. 
That never word from that day forth he spoke. 
Another, that would seeme to have more wit. 
Him by the bright embrodered hedstall tooke : 
But by the shoulder him so sore he bit. 
That he him maymed quite, and all his shoulder split. 

xxxiv. 

Ne he his mouth would open unto wight, 
Untill that Gujon selfe unto him spake. 
And called Bngadore, (so was he bight,) 
Whose voice so soone as he did imdertake, 
Eftsoones he stood as still as any stake. 
And sufiired all his secret marke to see ; 
And, whenas he him nam'd, for ioy he brake 
His bands, and follow'd him with gladfull glee, 
And friskt, and flong aloft, and louted low on knee. 

XXXV. 

Thereby Sir Artegall did plaine areed. 

That unto him the horse belonged ; and sayd, 

" Lo there, Sir Guyon, take to you the steed, 

As he with golden saddle is arayd ; 

And let that losell, plainely now displayd. 

Hence fare on foot, till he an horse have gayned." 

But the proud boaster gan his doome upbrayd. 

And him revil'd, and rated, and disdayned, 

That iudgement so uniust against him had ordayned. 



XXXVI. 



Much was the knight incenst with his lewd word. 

To have revenged that his villeny ; 

And thrice did lay his hand upon his sword. 

To have him slaine, or dearely doen aby : 

But Guyon did his choler pacify, 

Saying, " Sir knight, it would dishonour bee 

To you that are our iudge of equity, 

Te wreake your wrath on such a carle as bee : 

It's punishment enough that all his shame doe see. 



xxxvn. 

So did he mitigate Sir Artegall ; 
But Talus by the backe the boaster bent. 
And drawing him out of the open hall 
Upon him did inflict this punishment : 
First he his beard did shave, and fowly shent ; 
Then from him reft his shield, and it renverst. 
And blotted out his armes witb falshood blent ; 
And himselfe baffuld, and his armes unhersit ; 
And broke his sword in twaine, and all his armour 
sperst. 

xxxvin. 

The whiles his guilefuU groome was fled away ; 
But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie : 
Who overtaking him did disaray. 
And all his face deform'd with infamie. 
And out of court him scourged openly. 
So ought all fa3rtours, that true knighthood shame, 
And armes dishonour with base villanie, 
From all brave knights be banif ' ' -^^fame : 
For oft their lewdness bloti rtswitb 

blam^ 
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ZXXIX. 

Now wben these counterfeiU were thus uncased 

Out of the foreside of their forgerie. 

And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced* 

All gan to iest and gibe full merilie 

At the rrmembrance of their knaverie : 

Ladies can laugh at ladies, knighto at knighu. 

To thinke with how great raunt of brayerie 

He them abused through his snbtill slights* 

And what a glorious shew he made in all their sights. 



Xlm 



There leare we them in pleasure and repast. 
Spending their ioyous dayes and gladfull nights. 
And taking usurie of time forepast. 
With all deare delices and rare delights. 
Fit for such ladies and such lovely knights : 
And tume we here to this fiiirefiuTowes end 
Our wearie yokes, to gather fresher sprighu. 
That, whenas time to Artegall shall tend. 
We on his first adventure may him forward send. 






CANTO IV. 

Artegall dealeth right betwixt 
Two brethren tmit doe strive : 

Saves Terpine from the gallow tree, 
And dodi from death reprive. 



I. 



Wiioso upon bimselfe will take the skill 

I'nie iustice unto people to divide, 

Had need have miffhtie hands for to fulfill 

I'hat which he doth with righteous doome decide, 

And for to maister wrong and puissant pride : 

For vaine it is to deeme of things aright, 

And makes wrong doers iustice to deride, 

Unlesse it be performed with dreadlesse might : 

For powre is the right hand of iustice truely bight 



n. 



Therefore whylome to knights of great emprise 
The charge or iustice given was in trust. 
That thev mi^ht execute her iudgements wise. 
And with their might beat downe licentious lust, 
Which proudly did impuene her sentence iust ; 
Whereof no braver president this day 
Remaines on earth, preserved from yron rust 
Of rude oblivion and lonjg times decay. 
Then this of Artegall, which here we have to say. 



in. 



Who havinff lately left that lovely payre, 

Enlincked last in wedlockes lovall bond. 

Bold Marinell with Florimell tne fayre, 

With whom great feast and goodly glee he fond. 

Departed from the castle of the strond 

To follow his adventures first intent. 

Which long asoe he taken had in bond : 

Ne wight with him for his assistance went. 

But that great yron groome, bis gard and govern' 



ment: 



IV. 



With whom, as he did passe by the sea-shore. 
He cbaunst to come whereas two comely squires. 
Both brethren whom one wombe together bore, 
But stirred up with diflferent desires, 
Together strove, and kindled wrathfuU fires : 
And them beside two seemely damzels stood. 
By all meanes seeking to asswage their ires, 
nw with faire words ; but words did little good ; 
lb sharpe threats; but threats the 
•^st their mood. 



^. 
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V. 

And there before them stood a cofiTer strong 
Fast bound on every side with iron bends. 
But seeming to have suffred mickle wrong. 
Either by being wreckt uppon the sands. 
Or being carri^ farre from forraine lands : 
Seem'd that for it these squires at ods did fidl. 
And bent against themselves their cmell hands ; 
But evermore those damzels did forestall 
Their furious encounter, and their fiercenesse pall. 

VI. 

But firmely fixt they were with dint of sword 

And battalias doubtfull proofe their rights to try ; 

N e other end their fury would afford. 

But what to them fortune would iustify : 

So stood they both in readinesse thereby 

To ioyne the combate with cruell intent : 

Wben Artegall arriving happily 

Did stay awhile their greeay bickerment. 

Till he had questioned the cause of their dissent. 



VII. 

To whom the elder did this aunswere frame ; 
" Then weet ye, sir, that we two brethren be. 
To whom our sire, Milesio by name. 
Did equally bequeath his lands in fee. 
Two islands, which ye there before you see 
Not farre m sea ; of which the one appeares 
But like a little mount of small degree ; 
Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares. 
As that same other isle, that greater bredth now 
beares. 



VIII. 

** But tract of time, that all things doth decay, 
And this devouring sea, that nought doth spare. 
The most part of my land hath washt away. 
And throwne it up unto my brothers share : 
So his encreased, but mine did empaire. 
Before which time 1 lov'd, as was my lot, 
I'hat further mayd, bight Philtera the faire. 
With whom a goodly doure I should have got, 
And should have ioyned bene to her in wedlocks 
knot. 
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*' Then did my younger brother Amidas 

Love that same other damzell, Lucy bright. 

To whom but little dowre allotted was : 

Pier yertue was the dowre that did delight : 

What better dowre can to a dame be hight ? 

But now, when Philtra saw my lands decay 

And former liyel'od fayle, she left me quight. 

And to my brother did elope streightway : 

Who, taking her firom me, his owne loye left astray. 



" She, seeing then herselfe forsaken so. 
Through dolorous despaire which she conceyyed. 
Into the sea herselfe did headlong throw, 
Thinking to haye her griefe by death bereaved ; 
But see how much her purpose was deceived ! 
Whilest thus, amidst the billowes beating of her, 
Twixt life and death long to and fro she weaved. 
She chaunst unwares to light upon this coffer. 
Which to her in that daunger hope of life did offer. 

XI. 

" The wretched mayd, that earst desir'd to die, 

Whenas the paine of death she tasted had. 

And but hal& seene his ugly visnomie, 

Gan to repent that she had beene so mad 

For any death to chaunge life, though most bad : 

And catching hold of tms sea-beaten chest, 

("The lucky pylot of her passage sad,) 

After long tossing in the seas distrest. 

Her weary barke at last uppon mine isle did rest. 



xn. 



« 



Where I by chaunce then wandring on the shore 
Did her espy, and through my good endevour 
From dreadfuU mouth of death, which threatned sore 
Her to have swallow'd up, did helpe to save her. 
She then, in recompence of that great &your. 
Which I on her bestowed, bestowed on me 
The portion of that good which fortune gave her. 
Together with herselfe in dowry free ; 
Both goodly portions, but of both the better she. 



xnx. 

" Yet in this coffer which she with her brought 
Great threasure sithence we did finde contained ; 
Which as our owne we tooke, and so it thought ; 
But this same other damzell since hath fiuned 
That to herselfe that threasure appertained ; 
And that she did transport the same by sea. 
To bring it to her husband new ordained. 
But suffred cruell shipwracke by the way : 
But, whether it be so or no, I cannot say. 

xrv. 

" But, whether it indeede be so or no. 
This doe I say, that whatso good or ill 
Or God, or fortune, unto me did throw, 
(Not wronging any otl^r by my will,) 
1 hold mine owne, and so vinll hold it still. 
And though my land he first did winne away. 
And then my love, ^though now it little skill,) 
Vet my good lucke ne shall not likewise pray ; 
But I will it defend whilst ever that I may.'^ 



XV. 



So havmg sayd, the younger did ensew ; 

*' Full true it is whatso about our land 

My brother here declared hath to you : 

But not for it this ods twixt us doth stand. 

But for this threasure throwne uppon his strand ; 

Which well 1 prove, as shall appeare by triall. 

To be this maides with whom 1 fastned hand. 

Known by good markes and perfect good espiall : 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without deniall.*' 



xvi. 

When they thus ended had, the knight began ; 
'* Certes your strife were easie to accord, 
Would ye remit it to some righteous man." 
" Unto yourselfe," said they, " we give our word^ 
To bide that iudgement ye shall ifs afford.'' 
" Then for assurance to my doome to stand, 
Under my foote let each lay downe his sword ; 
And then you shall my sentence understand/' 
So each ot them layd downe his sword out of his 
hand. 



xvn. 



Then Artegall thus to the younger sayd ; 

*' Now tell me, Amidas, if'^that ye may. 

Your brothers land the which the sea nath layd 

Unto your part, and pluckt from his away. 

By what good right doe you withhold this day V* 

" What omer right," quoth he, " should you esteeme. 

But that the sea it to my share did lay V* 

" Your right is good, " sayd he, " and so I deeme. 

That what the sea unto you sent your owne should 



seeme. 



xyni. 



Then turning to the elder, thus he sayd ; 
*' Now, Bracidas, let this likewise be showne ; 
Your brothers threasure, which from him is strayd. 
Being the dowry of his wife well knowne. 
By what right doe you olaime to be your owne 1" 
" What other right," quoth he, "should you esteeme. 
But that the sea hath it unto me throwne V* 
" Your right is good," sayd he, ** and so I deeme, 
That what the sea unto you sent your owne should 
seeme. 



XIX. 



" For equall right in equall things doth stand : 
For what the mighty sea hath once possest, 
And plucked quite trom all possessors hand. 
Whether by rage of waves that never rest. 
Or else by wracke that wretches hath distrest. 
He may dispose by his imperiall might. 
As thing at randon left, to whom he list. 
So, Amidas, the land was yours first hight ; 
And so the threasure yours is, Bracidas, by right." 



XX. 



When he his sentence thus pronounced had. 

Both Amidas and Philtra were displeased ; 

But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad. 

And on the threasure by that iudgement seased. 

So was their discord by this doome appeased, 

And each one had his right. Then Artegall, 

Whenas their sharpe contention he had ceased. 

Departed on his way, as did befall. 

To follow his old quest, the which hir "^alL 
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xzi. 

So, as he travelled uppon the wa^, 

He chaunst to come, -where happily he spide 

A rout of many people farre away ; 

To whom his course he hastily applide, 

To weete the cause of their assemblaunce wide : 

To whom when he approched neare in sight, 

(An uncouth sight,) he plainely then descride 

To be a troupe of women, warlike dight. 

With weapons in their hands, as ready for to fight : 

zxn. 

And in the midst of them he saw a knight. 

With both his hands behinde him pinnoed hard. 

And round about his necke an halter tight. 

And ready for the gallow tree prepard : 

His face was corded, and his head was bar'd. 

That who he was uneath was to descry ; 

And with full heavy heart with them ne far'd, 

Griev'd to the soule, and groning inwardly, 

That he of wbmens hands so base a death should dy. 

xzin. 

But they, like tyrants mercilesse, the more 

Reioyced at his miserable case. 

And him reviled, and reproched sore 

With bitter taunts and termes of vile disgrace. 

Now whenas Artegall, arriv'd in place. 

Did aske what cause brought that man to decay. 

They round about him gan to swarm apace. 

Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay. 

And to have wrought unwares some villanous assay. 

xxrv. 

But he was soon aware of their ill minde. 

And drawing backe deceived their intent : 

Yet, though himselfe did shame on womankinde 

His mighty hand to shend, he Talus sent 

To wrecke on them their follies hardyment ; 

Who with few sowces of his yron Aide 

Dispersed all their troupe incontinent. 

And sent them home to tell a piteous tale 

Of their vaine prowesse turned to their proper bale: 

XXV. 

But that same wretched man, ordaynd to die. 
They left behind them, glad to be so quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie, 
And horror of fowle death for knight unfit. 
Who more than losse of life ydreaded it ', 
And, him restoring unto living light. 
So brought unto his lord, where he did sit 
Beholding all that womanish weake fight ; 
Whom soone as he beheld he knew, and thus be- 
hight; 

xxvr. 

" Sir Turpine, haplesse man, what make you he: e ? 
Or have you lost yourselfe and your discretion, 
That ever in this wretched case ye were? 
Or have ye yeelded you to proude oppression 
Of womens powre, that boast of mens subiection ? 
Or else what other deadly dismall day 
Is falne on you by heavens hard direction. 
That ye were runne so fondly far astray 
As for to lead yourselfe unto your owne decay ?" 



XXVII. 



Much was the man confounded in his mind. 
Partly with shame, and partly with dismay. 
That all astonisht he himselfe did find. 
And little had for his excuse to say. 
But onely thus ; ''Most haplesse well ye may 
Me iustly terme, that to this shame am brought, 
And made the scome of knighthood this same day ■ 
But who can scape what his owne fate hath wrought! 
The worke of heavens will surpasseth humaine 
thought." 

xxvni. 

** Right true : but faulty men use oftentimes 

To Attribute their folly unto fate. 

And lay on heaven the guilt of their owne crimes. 

But tell, Sir Terpin, ne let you amate 

Your misery, how fell ye in this state V* 

" Then sithye needs," quoth he, **will knowmysbame, 

And all the ill which chaunst to me of late, 

I shortly will to you rehearse the same. 

In hope ye will not turne misfortune to my blame. 



XXIX. 



" Being desirous (as all knights are woont) 
Through hard adventures deedes of armes to try. 
And after fame and honour for to hunt, 
I heard report that farre abrode did fly. 
That a proud amazon did late defy 
All the brave knights that hold of Maidenhead, 
And unto them wrought all the villanv 
That she could forge in her malicious Ibead, 
Which some hath put to shame, and many done be 
dead. 

XXX. 

" The cause, they say, of this her cruell hate. 

Is for the sake of Bellodant the bold. 

To whom she bore most fervent love of late. 

And wooed him by all the waies she could : 

But, when she saw at last that he ne would 

For ought or nought be wonne unto her will. 

She tum'd her love to hatred manifold, 

And for his sake vow'd to doe all the ill [fulfill. 

Which she could doe to knights ; which now she doth 

XXXI. 

" For all those knights, the which by force or guile 
She doth subdue, she fowly doth entreate : 
First, she doth them of warlike armes despoile. 
And cloth in womens weedes ; and then with threat 
Doth them compell to worke, to eame their meat. 
To spin, to card, to sew, to wash, to wring ; 
Ne doth she give them other thing to eat 
But bread and water or like feeble thing ; 
Them to disable from revenge adventuring. 

XXXII. 

" But if through stout disdaine of manly mind 

Any her proud observaunce will withstand, 

Uppon that gibbet, which is there behind, 

She causeth them be hang'd up out of hand ; 

In which condition I right now did stand : 

For, being overcome by her in fight, 

And put to that base service of her band, 

I rather chose to die in lives despight, 

Then lead that shamefuU life, unworthy of a kniglit.*' 
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XXZIII. 

" How hight that amazon," sayd Artegall, 
*' And where and how far hence does she abide ?" 
" Her name," quoth he, " they Radigund doe call, 
A princesse of great powre and greater pride. 
And queene of amasons, in annes well tride 
And sundry battels, which she hath achiered 
With great successe, that her hath glorifide, 
And made her famous, more then is believed; 
Ne would I it Iwtve ween'd had I not late it priered." 

XXXIV. 

" Now sure," said he, " and by the faith that I 
To Maydenhead and noble knighthood owe, 
I will not rest till I her might doe trie, 
And venge the shame that sne to knights doth show. 
Therefore, Sir Terpin, from you lightly throw 
This squalid weede, the patteme of dispaire. 
And wend with me, that ye may see and know 
How fortune will your ruin*d name repaire 
And knights of Maidenhead, whose praise she would 
empaire/* 

XXXV. 

With that, like one that hopelesse was repryv'd 

From deaUies dore at which he lately lay. 

Those yron fetters wherewith he was gyv'd. 

The badges of reproch he threw away. 

And nimbly did him dight to guide the way 

Unto the dwelling of that amazone : 

Which was from thence not past a mile or tway ; 

A goodly citly and a mighty one. 

The which, of her owne name, she called Radegone. 



XXXVI. 

Where they arriving by the watchmen were 
Descried streight ; who all the citty warned 
How that three warlike persons did appeare. 
Of which the one him seem'd a knight all armed. 
And th' other two well likely to have harmed. 
Eftsoones the people all to hamesse ran. 
And like a sort of bees in clusters swarmed : 
Ere long their queene herselfe, halfelike a man. 
Came forth into the rout, and them t* array began. 

xxxvn. 

And now the knights, being arrived neare, 
Did beat uppon the gates to enter in ; 
And at the porter, skorning them so few, 
Threw many threats, if they the towne did win. 
To teare his flesh in pieces for his sin : 
Which whenas Radi^nd there commin^ heard, 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teeth did grin : 
She bad that streight the gates should be unbard, 
And to them way to make with weapons well pre- 
pard. 

xxxvm. 

Soone as the gates were open to them set. 
They pressed forward, entraunce to have made : 
But in the middle way they were ymet 
With a sharpe showre of arrowes, which them staid. 
And better bad advise, ere they assaid 
Unknowen perill of bold womens pride. 
Then all that rout uppon them rui&ly laid. 
And heaped strokes so fast on every side, 
And arrowes haild so thicke, that they could not 
abide. 



XXXIX. 

But Radigund herselfe, when she espide ' , 

Sir Terpin from her direfuU doome acquit 

So cruell doale amongst her maides divide, 

T' avenge that shame they did on him commit. 

All sodainely enflam'd with fririous fit 

Like a fell bonesse at him she flew. 

And on his head-piece him so fiercely smit. 

That to the ground him quite she overthrew, 

Dismayd so with the stroke that he no colours knew. 

XI- 

Soone as she saw him on the ground to grovell. 
She lightly to him leapt ; and, in his necke 
Her proud foote setting, at his head did levell. 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake. 
And his contempt, that did her iudgment breake i 
As when a beare hath seiz'd her cruell clawes 
Uppon the carkasse of some beast too weake. 
Proudly stands over, and awhile doth pause 
To heare the piteous beast pleading her plaintiffe 



cause. 



XLI. 



Whom whenas Artegall in that distresse 

By chaunce beheld, ne left the bloudy slaughter 

In which he swam, and ranne to his redresse : 

There her assayling fiercely fre^ he raoght her 

Such an huge stroke, that it of sence distraught her , 

And, had she not it warded warily. 

It had depriv'd her mother of a daughter : 

Nathlesse for all the powre she did apply 

It made her stagger oft, and stare with ghastly eye ; 

xui. 

Like to an eagle, in his kingly pride 

Soring through his wide empire of the aire. 

To weather his brode sailes, by chaunce hath spide 

A goshauke, which hath seized for her share 

Uppon some fowle, that should her feast prepare , 

With dreadfull force he flies at her bylive. 

That with his souce, which none enduren dare. 

Her from the quarry he away doth drive. 

And from her griping pounce the greedy prey doth 



nve. 



XLIIIi 



But, soone as she her sence recovered had. 

She fiercely towards him herselfe gan dight, [mad ; 

Through vengeful wrath and sdeignfull pride half 

For never had she sufired such despight : 

But, ere she could io3me hand with him to fight, 

Her warlike maides about her flockt so fast. 

That they disparted them, maugre their might. 

And with their troupes did far asunder cast : 

But mongst the rest the fight did untill evening last. 



XLIV. 



And every while that mighty yron man, 

With his strange weapon, never wont in warre. 

Them sorely vext, and courst, and over-ran. 

And broke their bowes, and did their shooting marre. 

That none of all the many once did darre 

Him to assault, nor once approach him nie ; 

But like a sort of sheepe dispersed (arre, 

For dread of their devouring enemie. 

Through all the fields and vallies did before hm Aie. 
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But whenas daies fura shinie betme, yclowded 
With fearefull shadowM of deformed night, 
Warn'd man and beast in quiet rest be ahrowded. 
Bold Radiffund with sound of trumpe on bight, 
Causd all her people to sureease from fight ', 
And, gathering them unto her citties gate. 
Made them all enter in before her sight ; 
And all the wounded, and the weake in state, 
To be convayed in, ere she would onee retrate. 

XLTI. 

When thus the field was Toided all away, 
And all things quieted ; the elfin knight, 
Weary of toile and travell of that day. 
Causa his parilion to be richl3r pight, 
Before the city-gate, in open sight ; 
Where he himselfe did rest in tMetj 
Together with Sir Terpin all that night: 
But Talus nsde, in times of ieopardy. 
To keepe a nightly watch for diead of treachery. 

ZLyn. 

But Radigund, full of heart-gnawing griefe 
For the rebuke which she sustain'd that day, 
Could take no rest, ne would receire reliefe ; 
But tossed in her troublous minde what way 
She mote revoige that blot which on her lay. 
There she resolr'd herselfe in single fight 
To try her fortune, and his force assay, 
Rather than see her people spoiled quight. 
As she bad seene that day, a disadyenterous sight* 



ZLyni. 

She called forth to her a trusty mayd. 
Whom she thought fittest for that bosinesfle : 
Her name was Clarin, and thus to her sayd ; 
" Goe, damzell, quickly, doe thyselfe addresM 
To doe the message which I shall expresae : 
Goe thou unto that stranger faeiy knighty 
Who yesterday drore us to such distresse ; 
Tell, that to-morrow I with him will fight. 
And txy in equall field whether hath greater might 

* xux. 

" But these conditions doe to him propound ; 

That, if I vanquishe him, he shall obay 

My law, and ever to my lore be boiina ; 

And so will I, if me he yanquish may ; 

Whatever he shall like to doe or say : 

Go streight, and take with thee to witnesae it 

Sixe of thy fellowes of the best array. 

And beare with you both wine and iuncates fit. 

And bid him eate : henceforth he oft ahall hungiy sit" 

L. 

The damzell streight obayd ; and, putting all 
In readinesse, forth to the town-gate went ; 
Where, sounding loud a trumpet from the wall. 
Unto those warlike knights she warning sent. 
Then Talus forth issuing from the tent 
Unto the wall his way did fearlesse take. 
To weeten what that trumpets sounding ment : 
Where that same damzell iowdly him beapake. 
And shew'd that with his lord she would emparlannes 
make. 



u. 



So he them streight conducted to his lord ; 
Who, as be could, them g^oodly well did greete. 
Till they had told their message word by word ; 
Which he accepting, well as he could weete. 
Them fiurely enterta^jmd with curt'siea meete, 
And gave them gifts and things of deare delight : 
So backe againe they homewtutl tum'd their feete ; 
But Artegall himselfe to rest did dight. 
That he mote fresher be against the next daies fight 



CANTO V. 



Artegall fights with Radigpnd, 
And is subdew'd by guile : 

He is by her emprisoned, 
But wrought by Clarins wile. 



I. 



So scone as day forth dawning from the east 
Nights humid curtaine from the heavens withdrew, 
And earely calling forth both man and beast 
Commaunded them their daily workes renew ; 
These noble warriors, mindefull to pursew 
The last daies purpose of their rowed fight, 
Themselves thereto preparde in order dew ; 
The knight, as best was seeming for a knight. 
And th' amazon, as best it likt herselfe to dight, 



I 



II. 



All in a camis light of purple silke 
Woven uppon with silver, subtly wrought. 
And quilted uppon sattin white as milke ; 
Trayled with ribbands diversly distraught. 
Like as the workeman had their courses taught ; 
Which was short tucked for light motion 
Up to her ham ; but, when she list, it raught 
Downe to her lowest heele, and thereuppon 
She wore for her defence a mayled habergeon. 
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Like as aputtocke having spyde in sight 

A gentle raoloon sitting on an hiU, 

Whose other wing, now made unmeete for flight. 

Was lately broken by some fortune ill ; 

The foolish kyte, let with licentious will. 

Doth beat upon the gentle bird in vaine, 

With many idle stoups her troubling still : 

Even so did Radigund with bootlesse paine 

Annoy this noble knight, and sorely him constraine. 



XVI. 



Nought could he do but shun the dred despight 

Of her fierce wrath, and backward still retyre ; 

And with his single shield, well as he might, 

Beare off the buiden of her raging yre ; 

And evermore he gently did desyre 

To stay her strokes, and he himselfe would yield : 

Yet nould she hearke, ne let him once respyre. 

Till he to her delivered had his shield. 

And to her mercie him submitted in plaine field. 



ZVIT. 

So was he overcome, not overcome ; 

But to her yeelded of his owne accord ; 

Yet was he iustly damned by the doome 

Of his owne mouth, that spake so warelesse word. 

To be her thrall and service her afford : 

For though that he first victorie obtayned. 

Yet after, by abandoning his sword, 

He wilfull lost that he before attayned : 

No fayrer conquest then that with goodwill is gayned. 

xvni. 

Tho with her sword on him she flatling strooke. 
In signe of true subiection to her powre, 
And as her vassall him to thraldoms tooke : 
But Terpine, borne to a more unhappy howre, 
As he on whom the lucklesse starres did lowre. 
She causd to be attacht and forthwith led 
Unto the crooke, t' abide the balefull stowre 
From which he lately had through reskew fled : 
Where he fuU shamefully was hanged by the hed. 



zix. 

But, when they thought on Talus hands to lay. 
He with his yron flaile amongst them thondred. 
That they were fa3me to let him scape away. 
Glad from his compunie to be so sondred ; 
Whose presence all their troups so much encombred. 
That th' heapes of those which he did wound and slay. 
Besides the rest dismayd, might not be nombred : 
Yet all that while he would not once assay 
To reskew his owne lord, but thought it iust t* obay. 

XX. 

Then tooke the amazon this noble knight. 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame, 
And caused him to be disarmed quight 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name. 
With which whylome he gotten had great fame : 
Instead whereof she made him to be dight 
In womans weedes, that is to manhood shame, 
And put before his lap an apron white. 
Instead of curiets and bases fit for fight. 



zzr. 

So being dad she brougbt him firmn the itU, | 
In which he had bene trayned many a ^, 
Into a lon|^ large chamber, which was am 
With momments of many knights decay 
By her subdewed in Tictorious fray : 
Amongst the which she caused his waifikei 
Be hang'd <m high, that mote his shame ' 
And broke his sword for feare of further I 
With which he wont to stiiine up battailoBii 

ZZII. 

There entred in he round about him saw 
Many brave knights whose names right wdh . 
There boimd t' obay that amazons proud hv, ] 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew, L 
That his bigge hart loth'd so uncomely Tew: I 
But they were fbrst, through penurie and pjfs^ I 
To doe those workes to them app<Hnted det: 1 
For nought was given them to sup or dyne, I 

wMtnKH^ 



But what their bands could eamebytwutiBS 



twyne. 



XXIII. 



\' 



Amongst them all she placed him most low, 
And in his hand a distaflTe to him gave. 
That he thereon should spin both flax and tow; 
A sordid office for a mind so brare : 
So hard it is to be a w^omans slave ! 
Yet he it tooke in his owne selfes despigH 
And thereto did himselfe right well behafa 
Her to obay, sith he his fai& had plight 
Her vassall to become, if she him wonne in ^ 

XXIV. 

Who had him seene, imagine mote thereby 
That whylome hath of Hercules bene told. 
How for lolas sake he did apply 
His mightie hands the distaffe vile to hold 
For his huge club, which had subdew'd of old 
So many monsters which the world annoyed ; 
His lyons skin chaungd to a pall of gold. 
In which, forgetting warres, he onely ioyed 
In combats of sweet love, and w^iUi his nustiet 
toyed. 

XXV. 

Such is the crueltie of womenkynd. 

When they have shaken off the shamefast band, 

With which wise nature did them strongly bynd 

T' obay the beasts of mans well-ruling hand. 

That then all rule and reason they wiUistand 

To purchase a licentious libertie : 

But vertuous women wisely understand. 

That they were borne to base humilitie, 

Unlesse the heavens them lift to lawfull soveraii 

XXVT. 

Thus there long while continu'd Artegall, 
Serving proud Kadigund with true subiection : 
However it his noble heart did gall 
T' obay a womans tyrrannous direction. 
That might have had of life or death election : 
But, having chosen, now he might not cbaunge. 
During which time the warlike amazon. 
Whose wandring fancie after lust did raunge, 
Gan cast a secret liking to this captive straunge. 
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** Bat mluit BO ttonie minde,** she then replyde, 
" But if in his owne powre occmsion lay. 
Would to his hope a windowe open wyde, 
And to bis fortanes helpe mmke readie way V* 
** Unworthy sure/' qouth he» " of better day. 
That will not-take the offer of good hope. 
And eke poraew, if he attaine it may." 
Which speaches she applying to the scope 
Of her intent, this further purpose to him shops : 



XL. 

" Then why dost not, thoo iU-adrized man. 
Make meanes to win thy Ubertie forlome. 
And try if tbon by fure entreatie can 
Move Radigund T wbo though she stiU hare worue 
Her dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not home 
Of beares and tygres, nor so salyage mjnided 
As that, albe all lore of men she scome, 
8he yet forgets that she of men was kjrnded ; 
And sooth oft sesae that proudest harts base love 
hath blynded.** 



n 



XU. 



" Certes, Clarinda, not of cancred will," 
Sayd be, " nor obstinate disdainefull mind, 
I nave forbore this duetie to fulfill ; 
For well I may this weene, by that I fynd, 
That she a queene, and come of princely kynd. 
Both worthie is for to be sewd unto, 
Chiefely by him whose life her law doth bynd, 
And eke of powre her owne doome to nndo. 
And ak' of princely grace to be indyn'd thereto. 

XUT. 

" But want of meanes hath bene mine onely let 
From seeking favour where it doth abound ; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to yourselfe should rest for ever bound." 
And ready to deserve what grace I found." 
She feeline him thus bite upon the bayt, 
Yet doubtmg least his hold was but unsound 
And not well fastened, would not strike him strayt. 
But drew him on with hope, fit leasure to awayt. 

XUII. 

But foolish mayd, whyles heedlesse of the hooke 
She thus oft-times was beating off and on. 
Through slipperie footing fell into the brooke. 
And there was caught to her confusion ; 
For, seeking thus to salve the amazon, 
She wounded was with her deceipts owne dart. 
And gan thenceforth to cast affection. 
Conceived close in her beguiled hart, 
I'o Artegall, through pittie of his can 



causelesse smart. 



xuv. 



Yet durst she not disclose her fiEmcies wound, 

Ne to himselfe, for doubt of being sdayned, 

Ne yet to any other wieht on ground. 

For feare her mistresse shold have knowledge gayned ; 

But to herselfe it secretly reta3med 

Within the closet of her covert brest : 

1 he more thereby her tender hart was pa3med ; 

Yet to aweyt fit time she weened best. 

And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts unrest 



XLY. 

One day her ladie, calling her apart, 
Gan to demaund of her some tydings eood. 
Touching her loves successe, her lingring smart: 
TherewiUi she gan at first to change her mood. 
As one adaw'd, and halfe confused stood ; 
But quickly she it overpast, so soone 
As she her hce had wvpt to fresh her blood; 
Tho gan she tell her aU that she had donne. 
And all the wayes she sought his lore for to km 
wonne: 

XLVI. 

But ssyd, that he was obstinate and steme. 

Scorning her offsrs and conditions raiiie ; 

Ne would be taught with any termes to lame 

So fond a lesson as to love againe : 

Die rather would he in penurious peine. 

And his abridged dayes in dolour west. 

Then his foes love or liking entertaine : 

His resolution was, both first and last, 

Hii bodu wot her ihraU^ hu hart woMjreely plait 

XLvn. 

Which when the cruell amazon perceived. 
She gan to storme, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For very fell despight, wluch she conceivea, 
To be so scorned of a base-borne thrall. 
Whose life did lie in her least eye-lids fkll ; 
Of which she vow'd, with many a cursed thivst, 
That she therefore would him ere long^ forstsU. 
Nathlesse, when calmed was her furious heat. 
She chang'd that threatfuU mood, and mildly gu 
entreat: 

XLvm. 

" What sow is left, Clarinda ? what remaines, 
That we may compasse this our enterprise ? 
Great shame to lose so long employed paines, 
And greater shame t*abide so great misprize. 
With which he dares our offers thus despise: 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare. 
And more my gratious mercie by this wise, ' 

I will awhile with his first folly beare, I 

Till thou have tride againe, and tempted him mon 



I 



neare. 



XLIZ. 



" Say and do all that may thereto preraile ; 
Leave nought unpromist that may him persvrade, 
Life, fireedome, grace, and gifts of g^reat availe, 
With which the gods themselves are mylder made : 
Thereto adde art, even womens witty trade. 
The art of mightie words that men can charme; 
With which in case thou canst him not invade, 
Let him feele hardnesse of thy heavy arme : 
Who will not stoupe with good shall be made stoupi 
with harme. 



L. 



" Some of his diet doe from him withdraw ; 
For I him find to be too proudly fed : 
Give him more labour, and with streighter law, 
That he with worke may be forwearied : 
Let him lodge bard, and lie in strawen bed. 
That may pull downe the coura^ of his pride ; 
And lay upon him, for bis greater dread. 
Cold yron chaines with which let him be tide ; 
And let, whatever he desires, be him denide. 
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Yet hit owne lore, the noble Britomart, 
Scwae 80 conceired in heriealoos thought, 
IV hat time sad tydinn of his baleful! smart 
In womans bondage Tains to her brought ; 
Brought in untimely honre, ere it was sought: 
For, i3\er that the utmost date assjrnde 
For his retume she waited had for nought. 
She gan to cast in her misdonbtfull mynde 
A thousand ftares, that love-aicke £uiciet faine to 
fynde. 

SoDMlime she feared least some hard mishap 

Had him misfalne in his adventurous quest; 

Sometime least bis fiUse foe did him entrap 

In traytrous traine, or had unwares opprest ; 

But most she did her troubled mynd mole8^ 

And secretly afllict with iealous feare. 

Least some new lore had him firom her possest ; 

Yet loth she was, since she no ill did heare, 

To thinke of him so ill ; yet ooukl she not forbeare. 



V. 

One while she blam'd berselfe ; another whyle 
She him condemn'd as trustlesse and untrew : 
And then, her griefe with errour to beguyle. 
She fayn'd to count the time againe anew. 
As if before she had not counted trew : 
For houres, but dayes ; for weekes that passed were. 
She told but moneths to make them seeme more few : 
Yet, when i^e reckned them still drawing neare. 
Each hour did seeme a moneth, and erery moneth a 
yeare. 

Yl. 

But, whenas yet she saw him not retume. 
She thought to send some one to seeke him out ; . 
But none she found so fit to serre that tume. 
As her owne selfe, to ease berselfe of dout. 
Now she devis'd, amongst the warlike rout 
Of errant knights, to seeke her errant knight; 
And then ^aine resolv'd to hunt him out 
Amongst loose ladies lapped in delight : 
And then both knights enyide, and ladies eke did 
spigbt. 

TO. 

One day whenas she long had sought for ease 
In every plsce, and eveiy place thought best. 
Yet found no place that could her lilong please. 
She to a window came, that opened west. 
Towards which coast her love his way addrest : 
There looking forth shee in her heart did find 
Many vain fancies working her unrest ; 
And sent her winged thoughts more swift thai wind 
To beare unto her love the message of her mind. 

vui. 

There as she looked long, at last she spide 
One comming towards her with hasty speede; 
Well weend she then, ere him she plaine descride. 
That it was one sent from her love indeede : 
"Who when he nigh approacht, shee mote arede 
That it was Talus, Artegall his groome : 
Whereat her hart was fild with hope and drede ; 
Ne would she stay till he in place could come, 
Bat ran to meete him forth to know his tidings 
Bomme, 



IX. 



(( 



Even in the dore him meeting, she begun ; 

And where is he thy lord, and howr fwr heDce? 
Declare at once: and hath he lost or won V 
The yron man, albe he wanted sence 
And sorrowes feeling, yet, with consctenoe 
Of his ill newes, did i^y chill and qualra. 
And stood still mute, as one in great siupeoce ; 
As if that by his silence he would maJce 
Her rather reade his meaning then hinaMl&itqpib. 



Till she againe thus sayd ; *« Talos. be bc^. 

And tell whatever it be, good or bod. 

That from thy tongue ihy hearts intent doth hold." 

To whom he thus at length; " The tidings sad, 

That I would hide, will needs I see be nd. 

My lord (your love) by hard misbap doth lie 

In wretched bondage, wofully bestad." 

" Av me," quoth she, '* what wicked destinie! 

And is he vanquisht by his tyrant enemy t " 



c 



\*9 



Zl. 



" Not by that tyrant, his intended foe ; 

But by a tyrannesse," he then repUde, 

" That him captived hath in baplesse woe." 

" Cease thou, bad newes-man ; badly- doest thoa hidi 

Thy maisters shame, in harlots bondage tide; 

The rest myselfe too readily can spelL" 

With that in rage she tum*d from him aside. 

Forcing in vaine the rest to her to tell ; 

And to her chamber went like solitary cell. 



xn. 



There she began to make her moanefuU plaint 
Against her Imigbt for being so ontrew * 
And him to touch with fiilshoods fowle attaint. 
That all his other honour overthrew. 
Oft did she blame berselfe, and often lew. 
For yeelding to a straungers love so li^t. 
Whose life and manners straunge she never knew; 
And evermore she did him sharpelj- twight 
For breach of fiuth to her, which he had finne}^ 
plight. 

xin. 

And then she in her wrathfull will did cast 

How to revenge that blot of honour blent. 

To fight with him, and goodly die her last : 

And then againe she did berselfe torment, * 

Inflicting on berselfe his punishnoent. 

Awhile she walkt, and chaufl ; awhUe she threw 

Herselfe nppon her bed, and did hunent : 

Yet did she not lament with loude slew,' 

As women wont, but with deepe sigbes and singula 

xnr. 

Like as a wayward childe, whose sounder sleepe 
Is broken with some fearefull dreames aflSieht, 
\\ ith froward will doth set himselfe to weene 
Ne can be stild for all his nurses might. 
But kicks, uid squals,and shriekes for feU despieWi 
^ ow sciatchmg her, and her loose locks misuS?, 
]N ow seeking darkenesse. and now seeking li^ 
Then cravmg sucke, and then the socke ilfusin^: 
Such was this l«iies fit in her lores fond accn% 
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XX vn. 

What time the native belman of the night, 

Th« bird that warned Peter of his faU, 

First rings bis silver bell t' each sleepy wight. 

That should their mindes up to devotion call, 

She heard a wondrous noise below the hall : 

All sodainely the bed, where she should lie. 

By a fidse trap was let adowne to fall 

Into a lower roome, and by and by 

The loft was raysd againe, that no man could it apie. 

XXVIII. 

With sight whereof she was dismayd right sore, 
Perceiving well the treason which was ment : 
Yet stirred not at all for doubt of more, 
hut kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would ensue of that event. 
It was not long before she heard the sound 
Of armed men comming with close intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull stound 
She quickly caught her sword, and shield about her 
boima. 

XXIX. 

With that there came unto her chamber dore 
Two knights all armed ready for to fight ; 
And after them full many other more, 
A raskall rout, with weapons rudely dight : 
Whom soone as Talus spide by glims of night. 
He started up, there where on ground he lay. 
And in his hand his thresher ready keight : 
lliev, seeing that, let drive at him streightway. 
And round about him preace in riotous aray. 

XXX. 

But, soone as he began to lay about 
With his rude )rron flaile, they gan to flie. 
Both armed knights and eke unarmed rout : 
Yet Talus after them apace did plie. 
Wherever in the darke he could them spie ; 
That here and there like scattred sheepe they lay, 
llien, backe returning where his dame did lie, 
He to her told the story of that fray. 
And all that treason there intended did bewray. 

XXXI. 

Wherewith though wondrous wroth, and inly bum- 
To be avenged for so fowle a deede, [ing 
Yet being forst t' abide the daies returning, 
She there remain'd ; but with right wary beede. 
Least any more such practise should proceede. 
Now mote ye know (that which to Britomart 
Dnknowen was) whence all this did proceede; 
And for what cause so great mischievous smart 
Was ment to her that never evill ment in hart. 

XXXII. 

The goodman of this house was Dolon hight ; 
A man of subtill wit and wicked minde. 
That whilome in his youth had bene a knight, 
And armes had borne, but little good could finde. 
And much lesse honour by that warlike kinde 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous. 
But with slie shiftes and wiles did undermmde 
All noble knights, which were adventurous. 
And manr brantf^ht Ui shame by treason treacherou 



XXXIII. 

He had three sonnes, all three like lathers sonna^ 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile. 
Of all that on this earthly compasse wonnes : * 
The eldest of the which was slaine erewhile 
By Artegall, through his owne guilty wile ; 
His name was Guizor ; whose untimely fate 
For to avenge, full many treasons vile 
His father Dolon had deviz'd of late 
With these his wicked sons, and she-wd hia caak 
bate. 

XXXIV. 

For sure he weend that this his present g^est 
Was Artegall, by many tokens plaine ; 
But chiefly by that yron page he ghest. 
Which still was wont with Artegcdl remaine ; 
And therefore ment him surely to have slaine : 
But by Gods grace, and her good heedinesse. 
She was preserved from their traytrous traine. 
Thus she all night wore out in watchfulnesse, 
Ne auffred slothfull sleepe her eyelids to oppress 

XXXV. 

The morrow next, so soone as dawning houre 
Discovered had the light to living eye. 
She forth yssew'd out of her loathed lK>wre, 
With full intent t' avenge that villany 
On that vilde man and all his family : 
And, comming down toseekethem where th^ wo 
Nor sire, nor sonnes, nor any could she spie ; 
Each rowme she sought, but them all empty fom 
They all were fled for feare ; but whether, neit 
kond. 

XXXV c. 

She saw it vaine to make there lender stay. 
But tooke her steede ; and thereon mounting li§1 
Gan her addresse unto her former way. 
She had not rid the mountenance of a flight. 
But that she saw there present in her sight 
Those two false brethren on that perillous bridge 
On which Pollente with Artegall did fight. 
Streight was the passage, like a ploughed ridge. 
That, if two met, the one mote needs fall o'er 
lidge. 

XXXVII. 

There they did thinke themselves on her to wi« 
Who as she nigh unto them drew, the one 
These vile reproches gan unto her speake ; 
" Thou recreant false traytor, that with lone 
Of armes hast knighthood stolne, yet knight art ik 
No more shall now the darkenesse of the night 
Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone ; 
But with thy blond thou shalt appease the sprif^ 
Of Guizor by thee slaine and murdred by thy slig* 

XXXVIII. 

Strange were the words in Britomartis eare ; 
Yet stayd she not for them, but forward fared, 
Till to the perillous bridge she came ; and there 
Talus de»ir'd that he might have prepared 
The way to her, and those two losels scared : 
But she thereat was wroth, that for despight 
Th« arlauncing sparkles through her bever glared, 
-ni her eies did flash out fiery light, 
' that through a silver censer sparkle brig 
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8be stayd not to advise which way to take ; 
But, putting spurres unto her fiery beast. 
Thorough the midst of them she way did make. 
The one of them, which most her wrath increast, 
Upon her speare she bore before her breast. 
Till to the bridges further end she past : 
Where falling downe his challenge he releast : 
The other over side the bridge she cast 
Into the river, where he drunke his deadly last. 



XL. 

As when the flashing levin haps to light 

Uponn two stubbome oakes, which stand so neare 

That way betwixt them none appeares in sight ; 

The engin, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 

Th' one from the earth, and through the aire doth 

The other it with force doth oveithrow [bears ; 

Uppon one side, and from his rootes doth reare : 

So did the championesse these two there strow, 

And to there sire their carcasses left to bestow. 



CANTO VII. 

Britomart comes to Isis church, 
Where shee strange visions sees : 

She fights with Radigund, her slaies. 
And Artegall thence free?. 



I. 

Nought is on earth more sacred or divine. 
That gods and men doe equally adore. 
Then this same vertue that doth right define ; 
For th' hevens themselves, whence mortal men im- 
plore 
Right in their wrongs, are rul'd by righteous lore 
Of highest love, who doth true iustice deale 
To his inferiour gods, and evermore 
Therewith containea his heavenly commonweale : 
The skill whereof to princes hearts he doth reveale. 

M. 

Well therefore did the antique world invent 

I'bat Iustice was a god of soveraine g^ace. 

And altars unto him and temples lent, 

And heavenly honours in the highest place j 

Calling him great Osyris, of the race 

Of th' old -(Egyptian kings that whylome were ; 

With fayned colours shading a true case ; 

For that Osyris, whilest he lived here, 

1'he iustest man alive and truest did appears. 



III. 

His wife was Isis ; whom they likewise made 
A goddesse of great powre and soverainty. 
And in her person cunningly did shade 
lliat part of iustice which is equity. 
Whereof I have to treat here presently : 
Unto whose temple whenas Britomart 
Arrived, shee with great humility 
Did enter in, ne would that night depart j 
But Talus mote not be admitted to her part 

IV. 

There she received was in goodly wize 

Of many priests, which duely did attend 

Uppon the rites and daily sacrifize. 

All clad in linnen robes with silver hemd ; 

And on their heads with long locks comely kemd 

They wore rich mitres shaped like the moone, 

1 o shew that Isis doth the moone portend ; 

Like as Osyris signifies the sunne : 

For that they both like race in equall iustice runne. 



V. 



Tlie championesse them greeting, as she could, 
Was thence by them into the temple led ; 
Whose goodly building when she did behould 
Borne uppon stately pillours, all dispred 
With shming gold, and arched over bed. 
She wondred at the workmans passing skill. 
Whose like before she never saw nor red ; 
And thereuppon long while stood gazing still. 
But thought that she thereon could never gaze her 
fill. 



TI. 



Thenceforth unto the idoll thejr her brought ; 

The which was framed all of silver fine. 

So well as could with cunning hand be wrought 

And clothed all in garments made of line, 

Hemd all about with fringe of silver twine : 

Uppon her head she wore a crowne of gold ; 

To shew that she had powre in things divine : 

And at her feete a crocodile was rold, "" 

That with her wreathed taile her middle did enfold. 



v:!. 

One foote was set uppon the crocodile. 
And on the ground the other fast did stand ; 
So meaning to suppresse both forged guile 
And open force : and in her other hand 
She stretched forth a long white sclender wand. 
Such was the goddesse : whom when Britomart 
Had long beheld, herselfe uppon the land 
She did prostrate, and with right humble hart 
Unto herselfe her silent prayers did impart. 

▼nx. 

To which the idoll as it were inclining 

Her wand did move with amiable looke. 

By outward shew her inward sence desining : 

Who well perceiving how her wand she shooke. 

It as a token of good fortune tooke. 

By this the day with dampe was overcast. 

And ioyous light the house of love forsooke ; 

Which when she saw, her helmet she unlaste 

And by the altars side herselfe to slumber plaste. 
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For other beda tlie priests there used none, 
Bat OQ thdr mother earths deare Up did lie. 
And bske their sides nppon the cold bard stone, 
T* enure themselves to sufferannoe thereby. 
And proad rebellions flesh to mortify : 
For, Dj the vow of their religion. 
They tied were to sted&st cliastitr 
And continence of life ; that, all forgon, 
Thej mote the better tend to their devotion. 



z. 

Therefore they mote not taste of fleshly food, 
Ne feed on ought the which doth blond containe, 
Ne drinke of wine ; for wine they say is blood. 
Even the bloud of gyants, which were slaine 
By thundring love m the Phlegreon phone : 
For which the earth (as they the story tell) 
Wroth with the gods, which to perpetnall paine 
Had damn*d her sonnes which gainst them did rebell, 
With inward griefe and malice did against them swell : 

zi. 

And of their vitall bloud, the which was shed 
Into her pregnant bosome, forth she brought 
The fruitfull yine ; whose liquor blouddy red. 
Having the mindes of men with fury firaught. 
Mote in them stirre up old rebellious thought 
To make new warre against the gods againe : 
8uch is the powre of that same miit, that nought 
The fell contagion may thereof restraine, 
Ne within reasons role her madding mood containe. 



xu. 

There did the warlike maide herselfe repose. 
Under the wings of Isis all that night ; 
And with sweete rest her heavy eyes did close. 
After that long daies toile and wearie plight : 
Where whilest her earthly parts with son delight 
Of sencelesse sleepe did deeply drowned Ue, 
There did appeare unto her heavenly spright 
A wondrous vision, which did close implM 
The course of all her fortune and posteritie. 

xm. 

Her seem'd as she was doing sacrifize 
To Isis, deckt with mitre on her bed 
And linnen stole after those priestes guize. 
All sodainely she saw transfigured 
Her linnen stole to robe of scarlet red. 
And moone-like mitre to a crowne of gold ; 
That even she herselfe much wondered 
At such a chaunge, and ioyed to behold 
Herselfe adorn 'd with gems and iewels manifold. 

XIV. 

And, in the midst of her felicity. 

An hideous tempest seemed from below 

To rise through all the temple sodainely. 

That from the altar all about did blow 

The holy fire, and all the embers strow 

Uppon the ground ; which, kindled privily. 

Into outragious flames unwares did grow. 

That all the temple put in ieopardy 

Of flaming, and herselfe in great perplexity. 



XV. 

With that the crocodile, which sleepxtig^ lay 

Under the idols feete in fearelesse bowre, 

Seem'd to awake in horrible dismay. 

As being troubled with that stormy stowre ; 

And gaping greedy wide did straight devoure 

Both fliunes and tempest ; with which growen grest, 

And swolne with pride of his owne peerelesse powre, 

He gan to threaten her likewise to eat : 

But that the goddesse withherrod him baeke did best 

xvi. 

Tho, turning all his pride to humblesae meeke, 
Himselfe before her feete he lowly threw 
And gan for gprace and lore of her to seeke : 
Whi<m she accepting, he so neare her drew 
That of his game she soone enwombed g:rew. 
And forth did bring a lion of g^^eat might. 
That shortly did all other beasts subdew : 
With that she waked fiill of feareful fright. 
And doubtfully dismayd through that so uncouth 
sight. 

XVII. 

So thereuppon long while she musing lay. 
With thousand thoughts feeding her fantasie ; 
Untill she spide the lampe of l^htson&e day 
Up-lifted in the porch of heaven hie : 
Tnen up she rose fraught with mel&ncholy. 
And forth into the lower parts did pas. 
Whereas, the priestes she found fuU busOy 
About their holy things for morrow mas ; 
Whom she saluting fiure, £ure reaalated was * 

xvm. 

But, by the change of her uncheareliill looke. 
They might perceive she was not well in plight. 
Or mat some pensiveness to heart she tooke : 
Therefore thus one of them, who seem'd in sight 
To be the greatest and the gravest wight. 
To her bespake ; « Sir knight, it seems to me 
That, thorough erill rest of this last night. 
Or iU apayd or much dismayd ye be ; 
That by your change of chearie is easie for to see." 

XIX. 

" Certes,** sayd she, " sith ye so well have spide 

The troublous passion of my pensive mind, 

I will not seeke the same from you to hide : 

But will my cares unfolde, in hope to find 

Your aide to guide me out of errour blind." 

** Say on," quoth he, " the secret of your bart : 

For, by the holy vow which me dotb bind, 

I am adiur'd best counsell to impart 

To all that shall require my comfort in their smart' 

XX. 

Then gan she to declare the whole discourse 
Of all that vision which to her appeared. 
As well as to her minde it had recourse/ 
All which when he unto the end had heard. 
Like to a weake faint-hearted man he fared' 
Through great astonishment of that strange sieht 
And, with long locks up-standing stifly, stared ' 
lake one adawed with some dreadfuU spright • 
So fild with heavenly fury thus he her belught , 
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' Nalhleaie that aliako so cruell posaage founij, 
TUt Rlaunciiij on hue ahonldar-plate ii bii 
Uato lbs bone, nnd insde a griealy wound, 
That abe ber sbi^ld ihrougb ragiog Bmart of it 
Could acBTii! uphold ; yet aoone she it requit ; 
For, hating force increajt llirougb furious paine, 
Sbe her bo rudely on the bebnet amit 
That it empierced to the veiy hraiue, 
And her proud person loTr proatr&led □□ the pliiii 






.iiiruii B 



r 



ing lavd, Ihe 
lyd not till Bhe came to b-rilfe ugai 
It ID revenge both of her lores disCre^se 
And her late vile repfooh though vaunted vaine 
And also of bar wound wbi. Ii sore did paino. 
She with one stroke both Ut'Hd and helmet cleft 
Which dreadful aight H-hen all her warlike traic 
There present saw, each one of aeuca bereft 
" ■ fast into tha towuB, and her sole Ticlor 



left. 



I 



luld not boma retralo, 
But "that swift Talus did the formoel wiu ; 
And, pressing through the ure»» unto the gate, - 
Pelmell wilb them ettouce did enter in : 
There tlien a piteous alaughlec did begin ; 
For oil that ever came wilhin tiia reach 
Ife witb bia yron Hale did thresh so thin, 
That be no worke at all led for tbe leach ; 
Like to an hideous Bturme, which nothing ma; em- 

Herielfe came in, bar glory to pariaka ; 
Where though rerengefnll vow abe did professe. 
Yet. when she saw tbe iieapes which he did make 
Of alaugbtred carkasses, her heart did quake 
For verv ruth, which did it almost rive, 
That she his fury willed him to alake : 
ilse be sure bad lefb not 



It ell, in 






:e would dep 



asw ibat lotbly uncouth sight 



i.At last wbenas to her ow 
Wliom like di^uiw no le 
At sight thereof nbaahl w 



Not 50 great wander nnd astonis!in,ei 
Did tlie moat chaat Penelope posaesse, 
I'o see her lord, that was reported drent 
And dead long sinae in dniorous disCresae. 

After long travell of full twenty yearea ; 
Titat she knew not bis favours likelynesae. 
For muny aoarres and many hoary hearea -, 
]lut Blood long ataring on biot mongat uni 



" Ah 1 my deare lord, what sight is ibis," qnolb A 
" What may -game bath misfortuue made ofyoul 
Where ie that dreadful! manlv tookel where ba 
Those mighty palmen, the wfiicb ya wont 
In blond of kinga, and great hunstrs to sobdeit! 
Could ought on earth so wondrous cliaogo liiig 
Afl to have rohde you of (hat nittnly bewT [wrou 
Could so great courage stooped have to ought ! 
Then fares-el!, fleshly force; I see thy prid, 
nought !" 



And canad him llioae uncomely weede.s undighlj 
And in tbnir ateede for other raymeiit Bought, 
Whereof there was great store, and armors bright, 



Whileat fortun 

In which nbenas ahe him anew had clad. 
She was revir'd, and ioyd much in his e 
glad. 

Bo there awhile they afterwards remained. 

Him to i-efresb, and ber late wounds to lieu 

During which space she there as princess i 

And cbanging all tiiat forme of cominon-wi 

The liberty of womeu did repeals, 

Which they had long uanrpl ; and, them nsBloiiug 

To mens anbicction, did (rue iuatice deole : 

That all tliey, as a goddease. bar adoring. 

Her wiaedome did admire, end hearkned to her lariiif 



For all those knights, wbich long in captive sLads 

Had ahmvrded bene, she did fiom thraldoine trot ; 

And magistrates of all that city made. 

And gave to tbem great liviog and large fee ; 

And, that they should for ever faithfull bee, 

Rlude lliem sweare ftalty to Artegall ; 

Who when himselfe now well record did sew. 

He iiurposd to iiroceed, whatao belall. 

Upjion Ilia first adventure which him forth did cdL 



For hia de|>arliire, her new cause of griefe ; 
Vet widely moderated her owne Btnaxti 
Seeing his honor, which she tendred chtrfe, 
'otisisted much in (hsl adventures priefe : 
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XLV 

Tliei 6 shfl contina*d for a certaine space, 
Till through bis want her woe did more increase : 
Then, hoping that the change of aire and place 
Would change her paine and sorrow somewhat ease 
She parted thence, her anguish to appease. 
Meane while her noble lord Sir Artegall 
Went on his way ; ne ever howre did cease. 
Till he redeemed had that lady thrall : 
That for another canto will more fitly fall. 



CANTO VIII. 

Prince Arthure and Sir Artegall 

Free Samient from feare : 
They slay the soudan ; drive his wife, 

Adicia to despaire. 



T. 



Nought under heaven so strongly doth allure 
The sence of man, and all his minde possessa^i 
As beauties lovely baite, that doth procure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to represse. 
And mighty bands forget their manlinesse ; 
Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye. 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden tresse. 
That can with melting pleasaunce moUifye 
Their hardned hearts enur*d to bloud and cruelty. 

u. 

So whylome leamd that mighty Jewish swaine. 

Each of whose lockes did match a man in might. 

To lay his spoiles before his lemans traine : 

So also did that great Oetean knight 

For his loves sake his lions skin undight ; 

And so did warlike Antony neglect 

The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras sight. 

Such wondrous powre hath wemens faire aspect 

To captive men, and make them all the world reiect. 

m. 

Yet could it not sterne Artegall retaine. 

Nor hold from suite of his avowed quest, 

Which he had undertane to Gloriane ; 

But left his love (albe her strong request) 

Faire Britomart in languor and unrest. 

And rode himselfe uppon his first intent : 

Ne day nor night did ever idly rest j 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went, 

The true guide of his way and vertuous government. 

ir. 

So travelling, he chaunst far off to heed 

A damzell flying on a palfrey fast 

Before two knights that after her did speed 

With all their powre, and her full fiercely chast 

In hope to have her overhent at last : 

Yet fled she fast, and both them farre outwent, 

Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghast. 

With locks all loose, and rayment all to rent ; 

And ever as she rode her eye was backeward bent. 



Soone after these he saw another knight. 

That afiter those two former rode apace 

With speare in rest, and prickt with all bis might : 

So ran they all, as they had bene at bace. 

They being chased that did others chace. 

At length he saw the hindmost overtake 

One of those two, and force him tume his face ; 

However loth he were his way to slake. 

Yet mote he algates now abide, and answere make. 

VI. 

But th' other still pursu'd the fearefull mayd ; 
Who still from him as fast away did flie, 
Ne once for ought her speedy passage stayd, 
Till that at length she did before her spie 
Sir Artegall, to whom she streight did hie 
With gladfull hast, in hope of him to get 
Succour against her greedy enimy : 
Who seeing her approch gan forward set 
To save her from her feare, and him from force to 
let. 

VII. 

But he, like hound full greedy of his pray, 
Bein^ impatient of impediment, 
Contmu'd still his course, and by the way 
Thought with bis speare him quight have oveni'ent. 
So both together, ylike felly bent. 
Like fiercely met : but Artegall was stronger. 
And better skild in tilt and turnament. 
And bore him quite out of his saddle, longer 
Then two speares length : so mischiefe over-matcht 
the wronger: 

vin. 

And in his fall misfortune him mistooke ; 

For on his head unhappily he pight, 

That his owne waight bis necke asunder broke. 

And left there dead. Meane while the other knight 

Defeated had the other faytour quight, 

And all his bowels in his body brast : 

Whom leaving there in that dispiteous plight. 

He ran still on, thinking to follow fast 

His other fellow pagan which before him n*** 
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iz. 



Instead of whom finding there reedy prest 
Sir Artegmll, without diecretion 
He at him ran with reedy tpeare in rest : 
Who, aeeing him come still ab fiercely on, 
Against him made againe : so hoth anon 
Together met, and strongly either strooke 
And hroke their speares ; yet neither has forgon 
His horses hacks, yet to and fro long shooke 
And tottred, like two towrea which through a 
tempest quooke. 



X. 



But, when azaine they had recovered sence. 
They drew uieir swords, in mind to make amends 
For what their speares bad fay Id of their pretence : 
Which when the damzell, who those deadly ends 
Of both her foes bad seene, and now her froids 
For her beginning a more fearefuU fray ; 
She to them runnes in hast, and her haire rends 
Cr3ring to them their cruell hands to stay, 
Untill they both do heare what she to thiem will say. 



zi. 



They stayd their hands ; when she thus gan to speake; 
" An ! gentle knights, what mesne ye uus unwise 
Upon yourselves anoUiers wrong to wreake T 
I am the wrong*d, whom ye did enterprise 
Both to redresse, and both redrest likewise : 
Witnesse the paynims both, whom ye may see 
There dead on ground : wlwt doe ye then devise 
Of more revenge? if more, then I am ahee 
Which was the roote of all ; end your revenge on 



me. 



XIT. 



Whom when they heard so say, they lookt about 

To weete if it were true as she had told ; 

W^bere when they saw their foes dead out of doubt, 

Eftsoones they gan their wrothfull hands to hold. 

And ventailes reare each other to behold. 

Ilio, whenas Artegall did Arthure vew, 

So faire a creature and so wondrous bold, 

He much admired both his heart and hew. 

And touched with intire affection nigh him drew ; 



ziu. 

Sapng, " sir knight, of pardon I you pray. 
That all unweeting have you wrong'd thus sore, 
SujSiing my hand against my heart to stray : 
Which if ye please foi^ve, I will therefore 
Yeeld for amends myselfe yours evermore. 
Or whatso penaunce shall by you be red." 
To whom the prince ; " certes me needeth more 
To crave the same ; whom errour so misled. 
As that I did mistake the living for the ded. 



xrr. 

" But, sith ye please that both our blames shall die. 
Amends may for the trespasse soone be made. 
Since neither is endamadg'd much thereby." 
So can they both themselves full eath perswade 
I'o faire accordaunce, and both faults to shade. 
Either embracing other lovingly, 
And swearing faith to either on his blade. 
Never thenceforth to nourish enmity, 
But either others cause to maintaine mutually. 



XV. 



Then Artegall gan of the prince enquire, [layd. 

What were those knights which there on ground weic 
And had reoeiv'd their follies worthy hire. 
And for wlmt cause they chased so that mxyd. 
- Certes I wote not well," the prince then aayd, 
" But by adventure found them fiving so. 
As by tne way unweetingly I strayd. 
And lo ! the oamzell selfe, whence all did grow. 
Of whom we may at will the whole oooenon knoir." 



xvx. 



Then they that damsell called to them nie. 
And asked her, what were those two her foDe, 
From whom she earst so fast away did flie ; 
And what was she herselfe so woe-b^^ne. 
And for what cause pursued of them attone. 
To whom she thus ; " Then wote ye well, that I 
Doe serve a queene that not far hence doth wooe, 
A princease of great powre and maieetie. 
Famous through all the world, and honarVi fiv lod 



me. 



xvn. 



" Her name Mercilla most men use to call 
That is a mayden queene of high renowne. 
For her great bounty knowen orer all 
And soveraine grace, with whioh her ro3ra]l 
She doth support, and strongly beateth downs 
The mslice or her foes, which her envy 
And at her happinesse do fret and frowne ; 
Yet ahe herselfe the more doth magnify. 
And even to her foes her mercies multiply. 

xvm. ; 

" Monpt many which malice her happy state, I 
There is a mightv man, which wonnes nere by. 
That with most fell despight and deadly hate 
Seekes to subvert her crowne and dignity. 
And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 
And her good knights, (of which so brave a baai I 
Serves her as any princesse under sky,) 
He either spoiles, if they against him stand. 
Or to his part allures, and bribeth under hand. 

xiz. 

" Ne him sufficeth all the wrong and 01, 
Which he unto her people does each day ; 
But that he seekes by trayterous trainee to spill 
Her person, and her sacred selfe to slay : 
That, O ye heavens, defend ! and tnme awi^ 
From her unto the miscreant himselfe ; 
That neither hath religion nor fay. 
But makes his g^ of his ungodly pelfe. 
And idoles serves : so let his idols serve the ^' 



XX. 

** To all which cruell tjrranny, they say. 
He is provokt, and stirid up day and night 
By his bad wife that bight Adicia ; 
Who counsels him, through confidence of migK 
To breake all bonds of law and rules of right: 
For she herselfe professeth mortall foe 
To lustice, and against her still doth fight. 
Working, to all that love her, deadly woe. 
And making all her knights and people to doe !>• 
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ZXZIII. 

Oft drew the prince unto his charret nigh. 

In hope eome stroke to fasten on him neare ; 

Bat he was monnted in his seat so hiffh. 

And his wing-footed coursers him did heare 

So £bM away, that, ere his readie speare 

He could aarauce, he farre was gone and past : 

Yet still he him did follow every where, 

And followed was of him likewise full fast. 

So long as in his steedes the flaming breath did last. 

XXXIV. 

Againe the pagan threw another dart, 

Of which he had with him abundant store 

On every side of his embatteld cart. 

And of all other weapons lesse or more. 

Which warlike uses had deviz'd of yore : 

The wicked shaft, guyded through th' ayrie wyde 

By some bad spirit that it to mischiefe bore, 

Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde. 

And made a griesly wound in his enriven side. 

xxzv. 

Much was he grieved with that haplesse throe, 
1 hat opened bad the welspring of bis blood ; 
But much the more that to his hatofuU foe 
He mote not come to wreake his wrathful! mood : 
That made him rave, like to a lyon wood. 
Which being wounded of the huntsmans hand 
Cannot come neare him in the covert wood. 
Where he with boughes hath built bis shady stand. 
And fenst himselfe about with many a flaming brand. 

XXXIV. 

Still when he sought t'approch unto him ny 
iiis charret wheeles about him whirled round. 
And made him backe againe as fast to fly ; 
And eke bis steedes, like to aa hungry hound 
That hunting after game hath carriuu found. 
So cruelly did him pursew and chiict% 
That his good steed, all were he much renouud 
For noble courage and for bardie race. 
Burst not endure their sight, but fled from place to 
place. 

XXXVII. 

Thus long they trast and traverst to and fro, 

Seeking by every way to make some breach ; 

Yet could the prince not nigh unto him goe, 

That one sure stroke he might unto him reach. 

Whereby bis strengthes assay he might him teach : 

At last, from his victorious shield he drew 

The vaile, which did his powrefull light empeach ; 

And comming full before his horses vew. 

As they upon him prest, it plaine to them did shew. 

XXXVIII. 

Like lightening flash that hath the gnzer burned. 
So did the siglit thereof their sense dismay. 
That backe againe U])on themselves they turned. 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 
^e could the souldan them from flying stay 
With raynes or wonted rule, as well he knew : 
Nought feared they what he could do or say, 
But th* onely feare that was before their vew ; 
From which like mazed deere dismayfully tliey flew. 



XXZIZ. 



Fast did they fly as them there feete could bears 
High over hilles, and lowly over dales. 
As they were foUow'd of their former ISBere : 
In vaine the pagan bannes, and aweares, and njln, 
And backe with both his hands unto him hajdes 
The resty raynes, regarded now no more : 
He to them calles and speakes, yet nought avajlei; 
They heare him not, they haye forgot his lore ; 
But go which way they list j their guide they htfi 
forlore. 



XL. 



As when the firie-mouthed steedes, which drew 
The sunnes bright wayne to Phaetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monstrous scorpion vew 
With ugly craples crawling in their way. 
The dreadfull sight did them so sore affiiiy. 
That their well-knowen courses they forwent; 
And, leading th' ever burning lampe astray. 
This lower world nigh all to ashes brent. 
And left their scorched path yet in the firmameat 



xl;. 



Such was the furie of these head-strong steeds, 
Soone as the infants sunlike shield they saw. 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and scomd all former law 
Through woods, and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare, [dnir 
And tost the paynim without feare or awe ; 
From side to side they tost him here and there, 
Crymg to them in vaine that nould his crying heara 

. xui. 

Yet still the prince pursew'd him close behind. 
Oft making ofier him to smite, but found 
No easie meanes according to his mind : 
At last they have all overthrowne to ground 
Quite topside turtrey, and the pagan hound 
Amongst the yron hookes and graples keene 
Tome all to rags, and rent with many a wound ; 
That no whole peece of him was to be seene, , 
But scattred all about, and strow'd upon the greena 

XLIII. 

Like as the cursed sonne of Theseus, 

That following his cbace in dewy morne. 

To fly his stepdames love outrageous. 

Of his owne steedes was all to peeces tome. 

And his faire limbs left in the woods furlorne ; 

That for his sake Diana did lament. 

And all the woody nympbes did wayle and mourns : 

So was this souldain rapt and all to rent, 

I'hat of his shape, appeer'd no litle muniment. 

xuy. 

Onely his shield and armour, which there lay. 
Though nothing whole, but all to brusd and broksa, 
He up did take, and with him brought away. 
That mote remaine for an etemall token 
To all, mongst whom this storie should be spoken. 
How worthily, by Heavens high decree, 
lustice that day of wrong herselfe had wroken ; 
That all men, which that spectacle did see. 
By like ensample mote for ever warned bee. 
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ni. 



\\ here having with Sir Artegall • space 
Well lolast in that souldans late deUght, 
They hoth, reaolving now to leare the place, 
}k>th it and all the wealth therein hehight 
Unto that damxell in her ladiea right. 
And to would hare departed on tneir way : 
But she them woo*d, by all the meanea ahe might. 
And earnestly beaonght to wend that day 
With her, to set her ladie thence not faxre away. 



IT. 

By whose entreatie both they overcommen 
Agree to ffoe with her ; and by the way. 
As oftm ftlles, of sundry things did co'mmen ; 
Mongst which that damsell did to them bewray 
A straunge adventure which not fiirre thence lay ; 
To weet, a wicked villaine, bold and stout. 
Which wonned in a rocke not farre away. 
That robbed all the countrie thereabout. 
And brought the pillage home, whence none could 
get it out. 

T. 

Thereto both his owne wylie wit, she sayd. 
And eke the fastnesse of his dwelling place. 
Both unassaylable, gave him great ayde : 
For he so craf^ was to foi|;e and &oe. 
So light of hand, and nymble of hb pace. 
So smooth of tongue, and subtile in his tale, 
That could deceive one looking in his hce : 
Therefore by name Malengin they him call. 
Well knowen by his feates, and fiunoos over all. 

YI. 

Through these his slights he many doth confound : 

And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell, 

Is wondrous strong and hewn farre under ground, 

A dreadful! depth, how deepe no man can tell ; 

But some doe say it goeth downe to hell : 

And, all within, it fiul of wyndings is 

And hidden wayes that scarse an hound by smell 

Can follow out those false footsteps of his, 

Ne none can backe rotume that once are gone amis. 



vu. 

Which when those knights had heard, their hearts gan 

To underetand that villeins dwelling place, [eame 

And greatly it desir*d of her to leame. 

And by which way they towards it should trace. 

" Were not," sayd she, " that it should let your p 

Towards my ladies presence by you ment; 

I would you guyde directly to the place." 

" Then let not that,** said they, ** stay your intent ; 

For neither will one foot, till we that carle have bent." 



pace 



Tin. 



So forth they past, till they approched ny 
Vnto the rocke where was the villains won : 
Which when the damxell neare at hand did spy. 
She wam'd the knights thereof: who thereupon 
Gan to advise what best were to be done. 
So both agreed to send that mayd afore, 
W^here she might sit ni^h to the den alone, 
Wayling, and rajsing pittifull uprora. 
As if she did some great calamitie deplore. 



With noyse whereof whenas the caytire carie 
Should issue forth, in hope to find some spoyle. 
They iii awayt would doeely him ensiwrle. 
Ere to his den he backward could recoyle ; 
And so would hope him easily to fqyle. 
The damxell straight went, as she was directed. 
Unto the rocke ; and there, upon &e aoyle 
Having herselfB in wretched wise abie^ed, * 
Gan weepe and wayle as if great griefe bad her affiBCted. 

X. 

The cry whereof entring the boUow oaye 
Efboones brought forth the riUaine, aa they rnent, 
With hope of her 8(»ie wishfull boot to have : 
Full dreadfuU wight he was as eyer vrent 
Upon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 
And long curld locks ^lat downe bis anonldeis shif- 
And on bis backe an uncouth yestimait [ged, 

Made of straunge stuffe, but all to wome and nggA 
And underneath his breech was all to tome and lag- 
ged. 

XT. j 

And in his hand an huge long stafie be held. 

Whose top waa arm'd with many an jroa hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld. 

Or in the compaase of his cloutcbes tooke ; 

And ever round about he caat his looke : 

Als at his backe a great wyde net be bore. 

With which he aeldom fished at tbe brooke. 

But osd to fish for fooles on be diy shores 

Of which he in fiure weather wont to take great ston if 



Him when the damxell saw fast by bear side. 
So ugly creature, she was nigh dismayd : 
And now for helpe aloud in earnest cride : 
But, when the viUaine saw her so afErayd, 
He gan with guilefull words her to perswade 
To banish feare ; and with Sardonian smyle 
Laughing on her, his false intent to shade, 
Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beg^^e, [wbyk { 
That from herself unwares he migbt ber stesle tb ' 

xm. 

Like as the fouler on his guilefoU pype 
Chsrmes to the birds full many a peasant by. 
That they the whiles may take lesse beedie ke^ 
How he his nets doth for their mine lay. 
So did the villaine to her prate and play. 
And many pleasant trickes before ber show. 
To tume her eves firom his intent away : 
Fot he in sli^ts and iugling feates di^ flow. 
And of l^^idemayne the mysteries did know. 
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To which wlulest she lent her intentiye mind, 
He suddenly his net upon her threw. 
That oversmd her like a puffs of wind ; 
And snatchmg her soone up, ere weU she knew 
Ran with her fast away unto his mew, 
Cr3^ing for helpe aloud . but whenas ny 
He came unto nis cave, and there did yew 
The armed knights stopjung his pasage by. 
He threw his burden downe and &st away did tj' 
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They, pBiiing by, were guyded by degreo 
Dnlo lie prBBHiiCfl of ibat gralioas qnnene i ' 
Who suK on bigh, tbat abe tnigbt all men see 
And migtif of aU men royally be teene. 
Upon H ihroue of gold full brigbt wid ehMoe. 
Adorned all ivitb gemmes ofeadleB^w price, 



AH over bar a clotb of slate was aprad, 
Mol of rich lisaew-. nor of clolb of gold, 



It like I 



red. 



lold, 



invading wings did nydfl unfold ; 
Whose atirts were bordredicith bright sunny beaniBs, 
Glislfing like gold among the plighla enrold, 
And here and there shooting forth silver streamea, 
Mongst which crept litle angela through ibe glit. 
tering gleunes. 



I 

I 



porpled wings 
Did beue the pendants throng)) (heirnirablessc 
Besides, a thousand more of such as sings 
Hymns to high God, and canila heavenly (bin 
Eocompasaed the throne on which abe aate ; 
She, ange1-like, the beyre of ancient kings 
And mightie eonnuerors, in royal] state ; 
Wbyleat kings and kesara at her feet did then 



le did ait ii 
; a scepter 



ippie 



peace and clemeni 
With which High God had blest ber hi 
Haugre so many foes which did wilhstuu 
But at her feet ber aword wns likewise la 
Whose long leat rusted the bright steely 
Yet wbenas foes enforat, or friends aougl 
She could it stemely draw, thai all the 



And rotipd about before her feet there sate 

A bevia of faire virgins clad in vhiie, 

That goodly seem'd t'adome her royoll slate ; 

All lovely daughters of high love, that hight 

Libe. by him begot in loves delight 

Upon the righteous Themis ; those ibey loy 

Upon loves ludgment-aest wnyt day and eight ; 

They due his anger calme and cruell Ttmgeance stay. 



Tbna did she ait in recall rich estate, 
Admyi'd of many, honoured of all ; 
Wbvlest underneath her feete, there as she ait 
An huge great lyoa lav. {that mote appall 
All bardie cuunge.) like captived tbnll 
With a alroQg yron chaina and coller bound, 



Tbat 



ould HI 



II all > 



So sitting high in dreaded aoverayniie, [bruu 
Those tivn strange knighis were to her prea 
Who, bowing low before ber mai<>gtie. 
Did to her myld obeysanco, as they ought, 
And meekest boone [bat they ironginB monght ; 
To whom she eke inclyningher withal). 
'" '■' stoupe of ber bigh-aooring Ihought, 
00 them Ut fall. 



As the bright snnne, what lime his Gerie len 
I'owards the wesleme brim begins to druw. 
Gins lo abate the bilghtoeaae of hia benie. 
And fervour of bis flames somewhat adaw 
So did this mightie lidie, when she aaw 

sirsnge knights soch liomage to b< 
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That whyloiij 
And with m 
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those two entertak*. 


Now at that 
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gbt of these, iboae were .*)ule dAi 



But, after all her princely enlenayne. 

To ih' beating of that former cause in hand 

Herselfe eftaoonea she gan convert againe ; 

Which that those knights likewise mole uaderMMtj] 

And witnesae forth aright in forrain land, ^ 

Taking them up unto her stalely throne, I 

Where they mole heare the moltor throughly aeanil 

On either port, she placed ih' one on th' one, 

Tb' other on Ih' olhar side, and neare them none. 



They also doe, by hia divine pennissiiin. 
Upon the thrones of mortall princes tend, 
And often treat for pardon and remisaiDn 
To Bupplianis, through frajWe which offend ; 
I'hose did upon Mcreillaes throne (tiend, 
lust Dice, wiae Ennomie, myld Eireue ; 
And ibem amongst, her glone to uomnienil. 
Bate goodlv 'temperance in ganoFUta dene, 
And sacred Revereoce yboma oFheavenlv sire 



d appe»e rare beauae 



That all her other honour did obscare. 
And lilies of nobililie deface ; 

t, in that wretched semblant, she did sure 
The peoples great compassion unlo her ullunt 
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Then up arose a person of deepe reach, 

And rare in-sight, hard matters to revele ; 

I'hat well could charme his tongue, and time his speach 

To all assayes ; his name was called Zele : 

He gan that lady strongly to appele 

Of many haynous crymes by her enured ; 

And with sharp reasons rang her such a pele. 

That those, whom she to pitie had allured, 

He now t' abhorre and loath her person had procured. 

XL. 

First gan he tell how this, that seem'd so faire 
And royally arayd, Duessa hight; 
That false Duessa, which had wrought great care 
And mickle mischiefe unto many a knight 
By her beguyled and confounded quight : 
But not for those she now in question came. 
Though also those mote question'd be aright. 
But for yyld treasons and outrageous shame. 
Which she against the dred Mercilla oft did frame. 



XLI. 

For she whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counsels false conspyred 
With faithlesse Blandamour and Paridell, 
(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred, 
And both with hope of shadowes vaine mspyred,) 
And with them practiz'd, how for to depryve 
Mercilla of her crowne, by her aspyred. 
That she might it unto herselfe deiyve. 
And tryumph in their blood whom she to death did 
dryve. 

XLII. 

But through high heavens grace, which favour not 
The wicked driftes of trayterous desynes 
Gainst loiall princes all this cursed plot 
Ere proofe it tooke discovered was betymes. 
And th' actours won the meede meet for their cr3rmes : 
Such be the meede of all that by such meane 
Unto the t3rpe of kingdomes title cljrmes ! 
But false Duessa, now untitled queene. 
Was brought to her sad doome, as here was to be 
seene. 

XLni. 

Strongly did Zele her haynous fact enforce. 
And many other crimes of foule defame 
Against her brought, to banish all remorse. 
And aggravate the horror of her blame : 
And with him, to make part against her, came 
Many grave persons that against her pled. 
First was a sage old syre, that had to name 
The Kingdomes Care, with a white silver h ed, 
That many high regards and reasons gainst her red. 

XLIV. 

Then gan Authority her to oppose 
With peremptorie powre, that made all mute ; 
And then the Law of Nations gainst her rose. 
And reasons brought, that no man could refute ; 
Next gan Religion gainst her to impute 
High Gods beheast, and powre of holy lawes ; 
Tben gan the Peoples Cry and Commons Sute 
importune care of their owne publicke cause ; 
And lastly lustice charged her with breach of lawes. 



ZLV. 

But then, for her, on the contrdrie part. 
Rose many advocates for her to plead : 
First there came Pittie with full tender hart. 
And wiA her ioyn*d Regard of Womanhead ; 
And then came Daunger threatning hidden dread 
And high alliance unto forren powre ; 
I'hen came Nobilitie of Birth, that bread 
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke stowre ; 
And lastly Griefe did plead, and many teares forth 
powre. 

XLVt. 

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart 
The Briton prince was sore empassionate, 
And woxe inclined much unto her part. 
Through the sad terror of so dreadful fate, 
And wretched mine of so high estate ; 
That for great ruth his courage gan relent : 
Which whenas Zele perceived to abate. 
He gan his earnest fervour to augment. 
And many fearefull obiects to them to present. 

XLVII. 

He gan t' efforce the evidence anew, 

And new accusements to produce in place : 

He brought forth that old hag of hellish hew 

The cursed Ate, brought her face to face. 

Who privie was and partie in the case : 

She, glad of spoyle and ruinous decay, 

Did her appeach ; and, to her more disgrace. 

The plot of all her practise did display, 

And all her traynes and all her treasons forth did lay. 

xLvni. 

Then brought he forth with griesly grim aspect . 
Abhorred Murder, who with bloudie kn3rfe 
Yet dropping fresh in hand did her detect. 
And there with guiltie bloudshed charged r3rfe : 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding stryfe 
In troublous wits and mutinous uprore : 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of lyfe. 
Even foule Adultene her face before, 
And lewd Impietie, tliat her accused sore. 

XLIX. 

All which whenas the prince had heard and seene. 

His former fancies ruth he gan repent. 

And from her partie eftsoones was drawn cleene : 

But Artegall, with constant firme intent 

For zeale of iustice, was against her bent : 

So was she guiltie deemed of them all. 

Tben Zele began to urge her punishment. 

And to their queene for iudgement loudly call, 

Unto Mercilla myld, for iustice gainst the thrall 



But she, whose princely breast was touched n^aro 
With piteous ruth of her so wretched plight. 
Though plaine she saw, by all that she did heare. 
That she of death was guiltie found by right, 
Yet would not let iust vengeance on her light ; 
But rather let, instead thereof, to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which she coveruig with her purple pall 
Would have the pivsaion hid, and up arose w** 
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Prince Arthur Uliea the enterpiM 
Fqf Belgee for to fight : 

Geriuneos aenesclisll 

Ha slays in Belgoa right. 



. her by dirina astraiitB : 
as liigh a pliice, 



I 



Or drawne forlh froni 
Thia well I vote, tba 
And meritsQi to hava 
Sith in th' Almigtitiaa 
She fiiat was bred, an 

kl'nmi tbeace pour'd 
graoa. 



I For if that Tertue ha of ao great might 
Which from iust rardioc will far nothing il; 
But, <a preserve inTiolnted right, 
Oft apillas the principaJl to sava (ha port ; 
So mucli mnra then is that of powra and art 
Thsl seekas (o aaya tlia suhiect of har skill, 
Yet nerer dolh from doone of fight depart 
Aa it is greater prayse lo aare then spill. 
And hatter lo reforma itieu lo cut ofl' the ill. 



Who then can then, Marcilla, throughly prayae. 

That harain duesC all earthly princeu pas ? 

What heavenly muae aball thy great honour rayaa 

Up la the ski^, whence first deriv'd it naa. 

And now on earth itseife enlaced baa. 

From ih' ulmosl brinke of the Armeticte ahora, 

Unto tha mat^:Bnt of the Moluoas T 

Those nations fsiTe thy iusticedae adore; 

But thins owne people do iby mercy prayse much 



iH ooh more it praysed was of Ihasa two kni, 
The noble prince and rigbleous Artegall, 
When they had seena and heard her doome 
Against Dueasa, damned hj them all ; 
But by her tenipred without griefe or gal! , 
Till alroag constraint did her thereto enforL. 
And yet even then ruing ber wilfull fall 
With more then needfull naturall remorse. 






ig and receiring ci 
It great ladie, who with aoodly chere 
. USUI enlertayn'd fit for their dignities, 
Approving dayly tn their noble eyes 
Royall examples of her mercies rare 
And KortLiB palarns of her clemencies i 

__ to tLalr postaritiea doe ilill daolare. 



Amongst the rest which in that apace befell, 
There come two springalls of full tender jeares. ' 
Farre thence from forrein land where they did d w* 
To aeeke for auccnur of her and her pearea. 
With humble pravers and jntreatfull learea ; 
Sent by their mother who, a widow, was 
Wrapt ia great dolours and in deadly faaies 
By a strong tyrant, who invaded has 
Ijer land, aniTsI^B ber children meTully, alas! 



Fler name was Beige ; who, in former age 

A ladia of great worth and wealth bad beene. 

And mother of a irulaftill heritage, 

Even serenteene goodly sonnes; which who hadut 

In their first fiowre, before thia fetall teens 

Them oTertooke and their &ire blosaomes blasted, 

Mora happie mother would her surely weens 

Then famous Niobe, befDre aha tested 

Latanaes childrcns wroth that all her issue wasted, 



But this fell tyrant, through bis tortious no wia, 
Had left har now bnt five of aU that brood : 
For twelve of them he did by; times devours. 
And to bis idols paerifice their blood, 
Whylesl he of none was stopped nor withstood : 
For Eootbly he whs one of matchlesse might. 
Of horrible aspect and dreadfull mood. 
And had three bodies in one irast flmpiglit. 
And th' armes and legs of three lo succour liim i 
figl't. 



And sooth they say that he waa borne and bred 

Of gyantB race, the eonne of Gcryon ; 

He that wbyjoroe in Spaine so sore waa dred 



For tliBy were all, thev say, of purple bow. 

Kept by a cowheard, higbt Enrytion, 

A omefl carln, the which all strangers slew, 

Ne day nor night did sleepe t'attend them on, 

But wolkt about them ever and anone 

With his two-headed dogge that Ortbrus Ligl 

Orlhrus begotten by great Typhoon 

And foule tchidns in tlie house of Kight . 

But Hercules lliem aU did orercome in figl.t. 
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His Sonne was this Geryoneo hight ; 
Who, after that his monstrous father fell 
Under Alcides club, streight tooke his flight 
From that sad land, where he his syre did quell, 
And came to this, where Beige then did dwell 
And flourish in all wealth and bappinesse, 
Being then new made widow, as befell, 
AflLer her noble husbands late decesse ; 
Which gave beginning to her woe and wretched- 
nesse. 

xn. 

Then this bold tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking advantage and her yet fresh woes, 
Himselfe and service to her ofiered, 
Her to defend against all forrein foes 
That should their powre against her right oppose : 
Whereof she glad, now needing strong defence. 
Him entertayn'd and did her champion chose ; 
W^hich long he usd with carefull diligence. 
The better to confirme her fearelesse confidence. 



XIII. 

By meanes whereof she did at last commit 
All to his hands, and gave him soveraine powre 
To doe whatever he thought good or fit : 
Which having got, he gan forth from that howre 
To stirre up strife and many a tragicke stowre ; 
Giving her dearest children one by one 
Unto a dreadful! monster to devoure. 
And setting up an idole of his owne. 
The image of his monstrous parent Geryone. 

xrr. 

So tyrannizing and oppressing all. 

The woefull widow had no meanes now left. 

But unto gratious great Mercilla call 

For ayde against that cruell t3rrants theft. 

Ere all her children he from her had reft : 

Therefore these two, her eldest sonnes, she sent 

I'd seeke for succour of this ladies gieft : 

To whom their sute they humbly did present 

In th' hearing of full many knights and ladies gent* 

XV. 

Amongst the which then fortuned to bee 
llie noble Briton prince with his brave peare ; 
Who when he none of all those knights did see 
Hastily bent that enterprise to heare. 
Nor undertake the same for cowheard feare. 
He stepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the rest in presence there. 
And humbly gan that mightie queene entreat 
To graunt him that adventure for his former feat, 

XVI. 

She gladly graunted it : then be straightway 
Himselfe unto his ioumey gan prepare. 
And all his armours readle dight that day. 
That nought the morrow next mote stay his fare. 
The morrow next appeared with purple hayre 
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fount. 
And bringing light into the heavens fajnre. 
When he was readie to his steede to luount 
Unto his way, which now was all his care and count. 



xvix. 

Then taking humble leave of that great queene. 

Who gave him roial gifles and riches rare. 

As tokens of her thankefull mind beseene. 

And leaving Artegall to his owne care. 

Upon his voyage forth he gan to fare 

With those two gentle youthes, which him did guide 

And all his way before him still prepare : 

Ne after him did Artegall abide. 

But on his first adventure forward forth did ride. 

xvni. 

It was not long till that the prince arrived 

Within the land where dwelt that ladie sad ; 

Whereof that tyrant had her now deprived. 

And into moores and marshes banisht had. 

Out of the pleasant soyle and citties glad. 

In which she wont to harbour happily : 

But now his cruelty so sore she diad, 

lliat to those fennes for fastnesse she did fly. 

And there herselfe did hyde from his hard tyranny.^ 



XIX. 

There he her found in sorrow and dismay. 

All solitarie without living wight ; 

For all her other children, through afiray, 

Had hid themselves, or taken further flight : 

And eke herselfe through sudden strange affright. 

When one in armes she saw, began to fly ; 

But, when her owne two sonnes she had in sight. 

She gan take hart and looke up ioyfully ; 

For well she wist this knight came succour to supply. 

XX. 

And, running unto them with greedy ioyes, 
Fell straight about their neckes as they did kneele, 
And bursting forth in teares ; " Ah ! my sweet 
Sayd she, " yet now I gin new life to feele ; [boyes," 
And feeble spirits, that gan faint and reele. 
Now rise againe at this your ioyous sight 
Alreadie seemes that fortunes headlong wheele 
Begins to tume, and sunne to shine more bright 
Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble 



knight" 



XXI. 



Then turning unto him ; " And you, sir knight," 

Said she, ** that taken have this toylesome paine 

For wretched woman, miserable wight, 

May you in heaven immortall guerdon gaine 

For so great travell as you doe sustaine ! 

For other meede may hope for none of mee. 

To whom nought else but bare life doth remaine ; 

And that so wretched one, as ye do see 

Is liker lingring death then loathed life to bee." 

xxn. 

Much was he moved with her piteous plight ; i 
And low dismounting from his loftie steede 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might. 
Seeking to drive away deepe-rooted dreede 

j With hope of helpe in that her greatest neede. 

' So thence he wished her with him to wend 
Unto some place where they mote rest and feede. 
And sixe take comfort which God now did send v 
Good hart in evils doth the evils much amend. 



" Aj me I" Mf d she, " and whilhsr shall I goe t 

Are not all pbtcea full of forraine powrea ? 

My pallaoaB poaseased of ms foe, 

My citiaa aackt, and tbfir aky-threatniii^ towrca 

Raced and mado amoolli fielda QOn full of Uonres • 

Onely thRae mariahea and mytie boea. 

In which the fearefuU ewRu do build their bonres, 

Yeeld me an hastry mongst the croking friigs, 

And harhoui here in safely from thosa ravenous 



" N'Blhlesse," aaid he, " dears ladio, with me gt 
Borne place shall na reoeire and harbour yield ; 

And purchaae it to us with vpcare and shield : 
And if all fayle, yet farewell o| 



And, for mare horror and more orueltj?, 
Uader that cutaed idoh altar-stone 

lideoua monster doth in dorfcoesae lie, 
WhoBB dieadfull shape was nei 

lives on earth ; but unto those alone 

le he derourea, they say, both fleah and 
i[ else they have ia all the tyrsata tee : 
IBt no whit of them remBjiuag one maj 



e, yet farewell oobq field 1 
11 her creatures lodging landa." 
With such hia chearefull apeachea he doth wield 
Her mind so well, that to bis will she bends ; 
And, hynding up her Ionics and weeds, forth v 
him wenda. 



I 



They cnmB unto ■ citie farre up laud, 

The which whylome that ladies owne had bene ; 

but now by force extort out of her hand 

By her atriHig foe, who had defaced cleene 

Ifer stately towres and buildinga sunny sbeene, 

Shut up her haven, mard her raaichants Crude, 

Robbed her people that full rich hod beene, 

And in her necke a caaile huge had mode, 

Tbe which did her conunaund without needing per- 



.fnon. 



That by his powre oppressed en 






iahed al 






knigbts in fight; 
To whom be wont shen' all t]ie sliame he Biiffhr, 
Afler Ihst (hem in bnttell he had woane : 

approch in aieht. 
I'he ladie counaeld him the plac« to aboaneT 

10 many knights had fouly bene fordoniic; 



Her fearefull speachea nought he did regard [ 
But, ryding streight under the castle wall. 
Called aloud unto the watchfull ward 
Which there did wayfe, vrilUng them forth to c 
Into the field their tyrants senesclall : 
"■ ■ ■ " y thereof CB 



Is for hia 



icithall 



rbey botl 
Wtheii 



Who then can thinke their hedlong : 



Eflaoones forth pricked proudly in „ . 

And gan with courage fierce addrease him U 

fight. 

Tbey both encounter in the middle plume, 

r sbarpo apeares doe botb together ami 
ir shields with ao huge might and mai. .. 
ro'd their aonlea thej would hira ryvM 
Out of their breasts with furious des[Hgbt : [quigSn 
ould the aeneschaJB no entrance find 
he princes shield where it empiffht, 
(So purs the metall was and welt relynd,) 
But shivered all about, and scadered in the wjnul 



Stryring long tune in vaine it to w 
Yet glad at last to make most base 



I 



lawes and orders ni 



V cbappell, and an altar framed 

„, .J .rory full rich beaeene, 

On which that cursed idola, farre proolamed, 
m He hath ast up, and him hia god hath named ; 
^h OfTring to him in ainfull sacrifice 
^M 1*he fleali of men, to GoiU owne likenuse frami 
^^ And powring forth their bloud in brutisbe wize 
^H That any yroo eyes, to see, it would ■griiv. 



Which (ombling dowi 



I eke bis . 



open I 



^ raldoino bouud 

wander in the gnealy ahules of night i 
here did the prince him leave in density swodbJ, 

see if entrance there as yet ohtutna he mighL 



as he nigher drew, three kni);btB be spjde, 
irni'd to point issaing forth apace, 
Which toward, him witli all their powro did rydm 

meeting him right in the middle rtico 
all their spearea attonce on Jjim enchace. 
hree great cuketings for buitarie bent, 

leveld all apiinsl one cerUiino place, 

all atloDce their tlinndera rape forthreat, 
: makes the wala lo stagger with Batoniahmi 



r 

I 

I 

I 
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With that BO fnriiraslT Bt him ha flew. 

As if he wonid have over-run him BtreiRht ; 

And witb his huge great yron bib gan hew 

An he to p&ecea wanld havi chopt it qiii^ht ; 
lliBt the hold prince was fiiroed foole lo gire 
To his first rose, and yeeld lo hia despighl ; 
The whilest at him sa dreadfully be driTB, 
That aeem'd s marble rod ke asunder could Uaverji 



Thereto a great advauntage eke he haa 

Through his three donhla bunds Ihrise ninlti|-lydo, 

For etil, when lit occuion did het^de, 
He could his weapon shift ft-om side to syde, 
From hand to hand ; and with such nimblease sly 
Could wield eljout, thai, ere it were eapide, 
Tbe wiolced stroke did wound his enemy 
Behinde, heiide, h^ore, as he it list apply. 






Least by such slight he 

And ever, ere he saw the stroke to land. 

He would it meets and warily withstand. 

One time when be his weapon faynd to ahift, 

Aa he was wont, and chsog'd Irom hand to hand. 

He met him with a coun let-stroke so swift. 

That quite amit off hia orme as he it up did lift. 



I 



Therewith all fraught with liiry and disdnine 

He brayd aloud for rery fell deapight; 

Aod ao'dainely, t' atange himselie againe 

Gan into one assemble all the might 

Ofall his hands, and heaved them on bight, 

Thinking lo pay him with that one for all ; 

But the sad Steele seiid not, where il was highl, 

Uppon the childe, but somewhat short did fall. 

And lighting on his horses head him quite did mall. 



Downs Btreight to ground fell hia aslonishl steed 
And elie to th' earth hia burden with him barn ; 
But he himaelfe fall lightly from him freed. 
And [an himselfe to figbt on foote prepare : 
Whereof whenas the gyant was Bwsre, 
He WOT right blyth, as he had got thereby, 



Eftaoones againe his axe he raugbt on hie, 
Ere he were tliroughljr buckled to his geare, 
And can let driie at him so dreodfullie, 

d he ehatinied not hia shield lo reare, 
[ huge atroke arrived on him neare. 
He bad bim surely cloven quila in twaine : 
Bnt til' adamao line shield which he did benre 
. Bo well was lempred, that fur all hia maine 
L J[ would no pusage jeeld ualo liii putposu vain 



Yet was tl 








him staler witb unoertame away 










Whetpwith fijll wroth be fiercely gan osgay 




That curt' 






And emote 








iore of bis armes did feU away. 




Like &uitl 


sae brauMhes. which the hatcUets 




Hathpmn 


d from the native tree and cropped q 




With that 


11 mad and furious he grew, 
masiiffe through enraging heat. 




Like a fell 




Against bis 


gods, and fire to them did tbiBat, 






to hunaelfe with horrour great : 





iforth he cat'd no more which wny he sb 
Nor where it light ; but gan lo cbaufe and sv.~,^— 
And gtiasht his teeth, and bia head at him Bhooke^ 
And sternely him beheld with grim and ghaetl; Lm 



Naught fear'd the childe hia loohee, ne jet bis thnaUj 






wthem 



iselfe fi™n those his fiuious heats, 
And watch advBuntage how to worke hia care. 
The which good fortune lo him ofired faire : 
For as he in his rage him overatrooke, 

could his weapon backa repaire, 



! all h. 






. naked O' 



1 quite through the I 



Through all three bodies he bim sirooke altonc e, 
That all the three ottonce fell ou the plaine. 
Else should he thrise have needed for the nonoe 
Them to have stricken, and thrise to have slaine. 
So now all tbree one sencelesse lumpe remaine, 
En?vBllow'd in his owne bloclte bloudy gore. 
And byring lb" earth for very deaths disdaine ; 
Who, with a cloud of night hun covering, bore 
Downe to the house of dole, his daioa iban U 

Which when the lady from the caatle saw. 
Where ahe with her two aonnes did lookine lUsd. 
She towards bim in haat herselfe did draw 
To greet him the good rortone of hia baud : 
And all the people both of towne ami laud. 
Which there atoodgaiing from the cilties wall 
I'ppon these warriours, greedy t' underatand 
To whether should the victory befall. 
Now when they saw it falue, tbey eke tim gnatti 



But Beige with her aonnea prostr&ted low- 
Before hia feele, in all that peoples sight. 
Mongat im-ea miiing some tears, mongsl wele _ 
llim thus heajuike ; " O most redoubled knurbL 
The which haat me, of all most wretched v^"- 
Thal earst was dead, reator'd to life agaioe. 
And these weake impea replanted by ihjr mi^gi 
What guerdon can 1 eiva then for ih^ - - ' 

Itul ef 'n Uial wb 



nars. mongsl weie bucb* ■ 
>t redoubled knigbc, ^J 
ut wretched wighu^H 

to life agaioB, ^"^H 
mted bv ihy mi^jH 
■o for tliv paioe. V 

_3 
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A* nlien tha mul of •ome well-bmlffeil Lulke 
l« iriih tfac blul of »in« aiilngioua iIonBi) 
ttlowns ilowne. il ihaliM Ibe boUDiDe of tbe bullie. 
And maket W rib* to cncka w thei were lame -, 
WliilHt adll aba atandi as Monishl and forlorDe ; 
So iru be atoond witb alrokc of ber b\ig» oile: 



TbMi (fan aha cry moob lauder tliao afonf. 
'I'hsl all die people, there wirhout, it heard. 
And Betge ulfe wu tbsrewiih itonied sore, 
Ai if Ihe onely aonod tliereof she feanl. 
Dui than ifaa feead heraelfe mora Seieelj reard 
I'plwa her nide ereat winva. and atroOEly flair 
^Vith all her body at bia b«ul lud b«H, 
Tbat had ha not foraaeene with lieedfull raw, 
And tlirawn bia ihield alneen, abe bad bim done 



liniler bee wnmbe bia falidl iword be thrust, 
A lid foi ber entniles made an open irBy 
'■*□ iuufl forth ; tbe vrhioh, once beine bruat, 
I.ilia to a great mill-dinib fortli Geroel; guaht. 
And powred out of ber infeniall ainke 
Moet ugly filth ; and poyion therewiili ru»bl. 
'lliBt bim nigh choked with the deadly iiinka : 
Such loathly matter were Bmall luat to apeake oi 
thbke. 

Thau dowoa to ground fell that defarmed maase, 
Breslbin; out clouds a( sulpLure fovle and blacke. 
In wlilch a puddle of conlagion was. 
More loalbd then Lema, or then Siynpan lake, 
"rbalanyman would nigh awhaped make: 
Whom when he saw 011 Kround, he was full glad, 
And atreight went forth his gladnesse to partake 
With Beige, who waicht all this while full and. 
Wayting what end would be of thai same daunger 

Whom when ahe saw ao loyously coma forth, 
She gan reioyce and shew triumphaat chere, 
Lauding and praysing hia renowmed worth 

Theu m he brought her. and her ahHwed there 



Thai 
And el 



s, that 



iDstly den 



Then all Iha people which bebeld that day 

■--■m about aloud, that nnto hea.en it rong ; 

id all the damzels of Ihatlowne in ray 

me dauncing forth, and iovous carcols Bon| 

Ho him ihey led through all their streelea alo 

'■'"wned with girlonds of immortall baiea ; 

all the vulgar did about them throng 

ee the man. whose ererlasting praiaa 

I'hey all were bound to all postBi'itie* to rain 



Making great feast and io' 

InCillhebadberHttledi' 

With safe aasnraunce and eatabliibment. 

Then Io his first empriie hia tniod he lent. 

Full loath to Beige and 10 all the rest ; 

or whom yet taking leare thenceforth be wa 

And to bia former ionraey him addresl 1 

On which hjng way he rode, ne ever day did] 



n forth 



IVho. barirg le 

On bit first tjuest, tba whici 

To weet, Io norke Jreanes frsnchii 

And ake Grantortoes worthy 

So forth he fared, as bia manner h-bs, 

\V ith onely TaJn* wayting diligent. 

Through many perila ; and much vmy did 

Till nigh unto the pUoe at length approeht 



There as be traveld by tbe uray. he mi 

An aged wight wayfaring all alone, 

*Vbo tlirougb his yearea long aitice aside had 

'llie use of atmea, and battel! quite forgonat 

I'o whom aa he approeht, he knew anone 

That il waa be which whilome did att ~ 

On faire Irene in her affliction, 

When first to feery court he saw her wend. 



Whom by bia name aaluting, thus he gan; 
" Haile, good Sir Sergis. truest knight ahrt,- 
Well tride in all thy hidies troubles than 
When bet tliat tyrant did of crowns il«)riT«t 
What new occasion doth thee hither drive, 
Whilea ahe alone is left, and thou here fouiij) 
Or is ahn thrall, or doth she not autyi- 
To whom he ihm ; ■' She liverh sure 1 
But by that (yrunt is in wretched dmldomah 



' she preaniaing on th' apjKtinted lyib, 
hich ye promise, a> ye were a Imighl, 
leete her at tbe salvage huids syde. 



By guilefull treason and by aubtill alight 
Surprised waa, and to Grantorlo brought, 
Who her imprison'd hath, and her life ottoli 



" And now he hath to her prefixl a day, 
Kv which if that 00 clismpioa doe appeaK) 
Which will her cause in battailous armj 
Against him instifie, and prove ber clnra 
Uf all those crimes that he gainst her dolt > 
She death Bhnll sure shy." Those lidiana 
Did much abash Sir Attegall to liesTe, 
And gneved sore, that through hia faiillsMI 
Fallen into that lyran'a hand and uawa liadi 
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" True is that I at first was dubbed knight 
By • good knight, the knight of the Red-crosse ; 
W ho» when he gare me armes in field to fight, 
Ga^e me a shield, in which be did endosse 
His dears Redeemers badge upon the bosse : 
The same long while I bore, and therewithal! 
Fought may ^ttels without wound or losse ; 
Therewith Grandtorto selfe I did appall. 
And made him oftentimes in field before me faU. 



LIV. 

" But for that many did that shield envie. 
And cruell enemies increased more ; 
To stint fldl strife and troublous enmitie. 
That bloudie scutchin being battred sore 
I layd aside, and have of late forbore ; 
Hoping thereby to have my love obtayned : 
Yet can I not my love have nathemore ; 
For she by force is still fro me detayned, 
And with corruptfuU brybes is to untruth mis- 
trayned." 

LY. 

To whom thus Artegall ; " Certes, sir knight. 
Hard is the case the which ye doe complaine j 
Yet not so hard (for nought so hard may light 
That it to such a streight mote you constraine) 
As to abandon that which doth containe 
Your honours stile, that is, your warlike shield. 
All perill ought be lesse, and lesse all paine 
Then losse of fame in disaventrou& field : 
Hy^t rather then doe ought that mote dishonour 
yield !" 

LVI. 

" Not SO," quoth he ; " for yet, when time doth serve. 

My former shield I may resume ag^ne : 

To temporize is not from truth to swerve, 

Ne for advantage terme to entertaine, 

Whenas necessitie doth it constraine." 

" Fie on such forgerie," said Artegall, 

" Under one hood to shadow ftces twaine : 

Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all ; 

Of fdl things, to dissemble, fouly may befall ! " 

LVII. 

* Yet let me you of courtesie request," 
Said Burbon, " to assist me now at need 
Against these pesants which have me opprest. 
And forced me to so infamous deed. 
That yet my love may firom their hands be freed." 
Sir Artegall, albe he earst did wyte 
His wavering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 
And buckling him eftsoones unto the fight 
Did set upon those troupes with all his powre and 
might. 

LVUI. 

Who flocking round about them, as a swarme 
Of flyes upon a birchen bough doth cluster. 
Did them assault with terrible allarme, 
And over all the fields themselves did muster. 
With bUs and glayves making a dreadfull luster ; 
That forst at first those knights backe to retyre ; 
As when the wrathfuU Boreas doth bluster. 
Nought may abide the tempest of his yre. 
Both man and beast doe fly, and succour doe in« 
quyre. 



ux. 

But, whenas overblowen was that bront. 
Those knights began afresh them to asaayle. 
And all about the fields like squirrels bunt ; 
But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, < 

Gainst wluch no flight nor rescue mote avayle. 
Made cruell havocke of the baser crew. 
And chaced them both over hill and daJe : 
The raskall manie soone they overthrew ; 
But the two knights themselves their captains did 
Mubdew. J 

LX. 

At last they came whereas that ladie bode. 
Whom now her keepers had forsaken quight 
To save themselves, and scattered were abrode : 
Her halfe dismayd they found in doubtfull plight. 
As neither glad nor sorie for their sight ; 
Yet wondrous faire she was, and richly clad 
In roiall robes, and many iewels dight ; 
But that those villens through Xheu usage bad 
Tbem fouly rent, and sham^ully de&ced had. 



1 



un. 

But Burbon, streight dismounting from bis steed, 
Unto her ran with greedie great desjnre. 
And catching her fast by her ragged weed 
Would have embraced her with tuurt en^rre : 
But she, backstarting, with disdainefull yre 
Bad him avaunt, ne would unto his lore 
Allured be for prayer nor for meed : 
Whom when those knights so froward and foilore 
Beheld, they her rebuked and upbrayded sore. 

LXIX. 

Sayd Artegall ; " What foule disgrace is this 
To so faire ladie, as ye seeme in sight. 
To blot your beautie, that unblemisht is. 
With so foule blame as breach of faith once plig^bt, 
Or change of love for any worlds delight 1 
Is ought on earth so pretious or deare 
As prayse and honour ? or is ought so bright 
And b^utifull as glories beames appeare. 
Whose goodly light then Phoebus lampe doth sluv i 
more cleare ? 

Lxzn. 

" Why then will ye, fond dame, attempted bee 
Unto a strangers love, so lightly placed. 
For guiftes of gold or any worldly glee. 
To leave the love that ye before embraced. 
And letTour fame with falshood be defaced t 
Fie on t£e pelfe for which good name is sold, 
And honour with indignitie debased ! 
Dearer is love then life, and fame then gold , 
But dearer then them both your faith once M^ 
hold." 
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LXIV. 

Much was the ladie in her gentle mind 
Abasht at his rebuke, that bit her neare ; 
Ne ought to answere thereunto did find : 
But, hanging down her bead with heavie cheery 
Stood long amaz'd as she amated weare : 
Which Burbon seeing, her againe assayd ; 
And, clasping twixt his armes, her up did reaie 
Upon his steede, whiles she no whit gaiuesayd: 
So bore her quite away nor well nor ill apayo^ 
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IX. 



And willed him for to reclajrme with speed 
His scathed people, ere the^ all were slaioe ; 
And time sna place convenient to areed. 
In which they two the comhat might darraine. 
Which message when Grantorto heard, full fityne 
And glad he was the slaughter so to stay ; 
And pointed for the comlwt twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gave him longer day: 
So sounded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 



That night Sir Artegall did cause his tent 
There to be pitched on the open plaine ; 
For he had given streigbt commaundement 
That none should dare him once to entertaine : 
Which none durst breake, though many would right 
For faire Irena whom they loved deare : [fiune 

But yet old Serg^ did so well him paine. 
That from close friends, that dar'd not to appeare, 
He all things did purvay which for them needfull 



XI. 

The morrow next that was the dismall day 

Appointed for Irenas death before, 

So soone as it did to the world display 

His chearefull face, and light to men restore. 

The heavy mayd, to whom none tydings bore 

Of Artegals arrivall her to free, 

Lookt up with eyes full sad and hart full sore. 

Weening her lifes last howre then neare to bee ; 

Sith no redemption nigh she did nor heare nor see. 



xn. 

Then up she rose, and on herselfe did dight 

Most squalid garments, fit for such a day ; 

And with dull countenance and with doleful spright 

She forth was brought in sorrowfull dismay 

For to receive the aoome of her decay : 

But commin^ to the place, and finding there 

Sir Artegall in battailous array 

Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare. 

And new life to her lent in midst of deadly feare. 

zin. 

Like as a tendw rose in open plaine. 

That with untimely drought nigh withered was, 

And hung the head, soone as few drops of raine 

Thereon distill and deaw her daintie face. 

Gins to look up, and with fresh wonted grace 

Dispreds the glorie of her leaves gay ; 

Such was Irenas countenance, such her case, 

When Artegall she saw in that array. 

There wayting for the tyrant till it was farre day : 

XIV. 

Who came at length with proud presumpteous g^te 

Into the field, as if he fearelesse were. 

All armed in a cote of yron plate 

Of great defence to ward the deadly feare. 

And on his head a steele-cap he did weare 

Of colour rustie-browne, but sure and strong ; 

And in his hand an huge polaxe did beare, 

Whose steale was yron-studded, but not long, 

With which he wont to fight, to iustifie his wrong. 



XV. 

Of stature huge and hideous be was. 
Like to a giant for his monstrous hi^ht. 
And did in strength most sorts of men surpas, 
Ne ever any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he had great skill in single fight : 
His fru» was ugly and his countenance steme^ 
That could have frayd one with the very sight. 
And gaped like a gmfe when be did geme ; 
That whether man or monster one could 
disceme. 

XVI. 

Soone as he did within the listes appeare. 
With dreadfuU looke he ArtegaU beheld. 
As if he would have daunted him with feare ; 
And, grinning griesly, did against him w^d 
His deadly weapon which in hand be held : 
But th* elfin swayne, that oh bad seene like sight. 
Was with his ghastly count'nance nothing queld; 
But gan him streight to buckle to the fight. 
And cast his shield about to be in reodie plight 

XVII. 

The trompets sound ; and they togetho' goe 
With dreadfull terror and with feu intent ; 
And their huge strokes full daongeroualy bestow. 
To doe most dammage whereas most they meat : 
But with such force and furie violent 
The tyrant thundred his thicke blowes so &st. 
That through the yron walles their ^vay they rea^ 
And even to the vitall parts ^ey past, 
Ne ought could them endure, bat all they deftiv 
brast. 

xvm. 

Which eruell outrage whenas Artegall 
Did well aviso, thenceforth with waiie heed 
He shund his strokes, where-ever they did ML, 
And way did give unto their gracelesse need : 
As when a skilfull marriner doth zeed 
A storme approching that doth perill ri»r ga t. 
He will not bide the daunger ofsueh diead. 
But strikeit his sayles, and vereth his maia-shBiC 
And lends unto it leave the emptie ayze to best 
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XIX. 



So did the faerie knight himselfe abeare. 
And stouped oft his head fhnn shame to slueUI: 
No shame to stoupe, one head more high tonst: 
And, much to gaine, a litle for to 3ri^d: 
So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But still the tyrant stemely at him layd. 
And did his yron axe so nimbly wield. 
That many wounds into his flesh it made. 
And with his burdenous blowes bw^ 
overlade. 



son 



XX. 



Yet whenas fit advantage he did spy. 
The whiles the cursed felon high did reare 
His eruell hand to smite him mortally. 
Under his stroke he to him stepping neare 
Right in the fianke him strooke with deadly <- 
I'hat the gore-bloud thence gushing grievous^ 
Did underneath him like a pond appeare, 
And all his armour did with purple dye : 
Thfireat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfuBf< 
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The other dothing better was then ahee ; 
Agreeing in bed will and eancred kjrnd, 
But in iMd maner they did disagree : 
For whatso enWe good or had did fynd 
She did conceale, and mnrder her owne mynd ; 
But this, whatever evill she eonceired. 
Did spred abroad and throw in th' open wynd : 
Yet this in all her words might be perceived. 
That all she sought was mens good name to hare 
bereayed. 



For, whatsoever good by any sayd 

Or doen she heard, she would streightwayes invent 

How to deprave or slaunderonsly npbrayd. 

Or to misconstrue of a mans intent. 

And tume to ill the thing that well was ment : 

Therefore she used often to resort 

To common haunts, and companies frequent. 

To hearke what an^ one did good report. 

To blot the same with blame, or wxeet in wicked sort : 



And if that any ill she heard of any, 

She would it eeke, and make much worse by telling. 

And take great ioy to publish it to many ; 

That every matter worse was for her melUng : 

Her name was bight Detraction, and her dwelling 

Was neare to Envie, even her neighbour next; 

A wicked bag, and Envy selfe excelling 

In mischiefe; for herselfe she only rext: 

But this same both herselfe and others ekeperplext. 



xxxvx. 

Her face was ugly, and her mouth distort, 

Foming with poyson round about her gils. 

In wh^h her cursed tongue full sharpe and short 

Appeared like aspls sting, that closely kils. 

Or cruelly does wound whomso she wils; 

A distaffe in her other hand she had. 

Upon the which she litle spinnes, but spils ; 

And faynes to weave false tales and leasing^ bad. 

To throw amongst the good, which others hi2l disprad. 

XXX VTI. 

These two now had themselves combynd in one. 
And linckt together gainst Sir Arteeiul ; 
For whom they wayted as his mortall fone, 
How they might make him into mischiefe &11, 
For freeing from their snares Irene thrall : 
Besides, unto themselves they gotten had 
A monster which the blatant b^st men call, 
A dreadfull feend of gods and men ydrad. 
Whom they by slights allur'd and to their purpose 
lad. 



XXX vin. 

Such were these hsgs, and so unhandsome drest- 
Who when they ni«i approching bad espyde 
Sir Artegall return d from his kSe quest. 
They both arose, and at him loudl j oryde. 
As it had bene two shepheards enrrea had scryde 
A ravenous wolfe amongst the scattered flockes * 
And Envie first, as she that first him eyed, 
Towardes him runs, and with mda iarmg lockes 
About her eares does beat her brest and forehead 
knockes. 



Then from her mouth the gobbet she does take. 
The which whyleare she was ao g r eod Skf 
Devouring, even that halfe-gnawen anaka. 
And at him throws it most (wapightfslly : 
The cursed serpent, though she hunn^ 
Earst chawed thereon, yet waa not au ao dead. 
But that some life rema^med aecretlj ; 
And, as he past afore withooten dread. 
Bit him behind, that long the marka was to hefii& 



XL. 

Then th' other commiuff neare g^an liia iipHIt^ 
And fouly rayle, with tul sha eonld tsvcbt^ 
Saying that he had, with unmanly gv3a 
And foule abusion, both his honour bleat. 
And that bright sword, the tword of lastice M 
Had stayned with reprochfiill emeAtie 
In guiltlesse blood of many an innoeent: 
As for Grantorto, him with treachena 
And traynes having surpriz'd Im fimly did ts d» 

xur. 

Thereto the blatant beast, by them set on. 
At him began aloud to barks and bay 
With bitter rage and fell contentioo , 
That all the woods and rockea nigli to tikst wtf 
Began to quake and tremble widi diamay; 
And all the aire rebellowed agune; 
So dreadfully his hundred tongnea did hnj: 
And evermore those hags themselTea did J0t. 
To sharpen him, and mar own^ eofsed la^j 
Btraine. 

XUII. 

And, still among, most bitter wordes they m 
Most shsmefull, most unrighteona, most ontx'J 
That they the mildest man alivie would mib 
Forget ms patience, and yeeld ▼eiigeaune9< 
To her, that so false sdaundera at him tbiev' 
And more to make tiiem pierce andwo^l 

deepe. 
She, with the sting which in her vile tongo'f 
Did sharpen them, and in fresh poyson steefj 
Yet he past on, and seeni*d of them to 

keepe. 



XLIU. • 

But Talus, hearing her so lewdly raile 
And sneake so ill of him that well deserved, 
Would her have chistiz'd with his yron flaile. 
If her Sir Artegall had not preserved. 
And him forbidden, who his heast observed : 
So much the more at him still did she scold. 
And stones did cast ; yet he for nought would swerre 
From his right course, but still the way did hold 
To Faerie court ; where what him fell shall else be 
toW 
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CANTO I. 

Calidora sayes from Maleffort 

A damsell lued rylde : 
Doth ranquisb Crudor ; and doth make 

Briana weze more mylde. 



X. 

Or court, it leemes, men coortesie doe call, 
For that it there most useth to abound ; 
And well beaeemeth that in princes hall 
That vertue should be plentifully found, 
Which of all goodly manners is the ground. 
And roote of civill conversation : 
Right so in faery court it did redound, 
Where curteooa knights and ladies most did won 
Of all on earth, and made a matchlesse paragon. 



n. 

But mongst them all was none more conrteous knight 

Then Calidore, beloved over all: 

In whom it seemes that gentlenesse of spright 

And manners mylde were planted natundl ; 

To which he adding comely guize withall 

And gracious speach, did strale mens hearts away : 

Nathfesse thereto he was full stout and tall, 

And well approv*d in batteilons afirajr, ^ 

That him diomucb reoowmey and iu his fione display. 

m. 

Ne was there knight ne was there lady found 
In faerie court, but him did deare embrace 
For his faire usage and conditions scond, 
The which in all mens liking gayned place. 
And with the greatest purchast greatest grace; 
VVhich he could wisely use, and well apply. 
To please the best, and th' evill to embase : 
For he loathd leasing and base flattery. 
And loved simple truth and stedfast honesty. 

IT. 

And now he was in travell on his way, 

Uppon an hard adventure sore bestad, 

Whenas by chaunce he met uppon a day 

With Artegall, returning yet halfe sad 

From his late conquest whicb he gotten had: 

Who whenas each of other had a sight. 

They knew themselves, and both their persons rad : 

When Calidore thus first ; " haile, noblest knight 

Of all this day on ground that breathen living spright* 

y. 

Now tell, if please you, of the good successe 
Whicb ye have had in your late enterprize." 
To whom Sir Artegall gan to expresse 
Ilia whole exploite and valorous emprize, 
ji order as it did to him arize. 

* Now, happy man," said then Sir Calidore, 

* Which have, so goodly as ye can devize, 
Atchiev'd so hard a quest, as few before ; 

Xhat shall you most renowmed make for evermore. 



VI. 
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** But where ye ended have, now I begin 
To tread an endlesse trace ; withouten g^yde 
Or good direction how to enter in. 
Or how to issue forth in waies untiyde. 
In perils strange, in labours long and wide ; 
In which although good fortune uie befall. 
Yet shall it not by none be testifyde." 
" What is that quest," quoth then Sir Artegall, 
That you into such perils presently doUi call!" 

yii. 

*' The blattant beast," quoth he, " I doe pnrsew, 

And through the world incessantly doe chase, 

Till I him overtake, or else subdew : 

Yet know I not or how or in what place 

To find him out, yet still I forward trace." 

" What is that blattant beast then ?" he replide. 

" It is a monster bred of hellishe race," 

Then answered he, *' which often hath annoyd 

Good knights and ladies true, and many else destroji 



yui. 



" Of Cerberus whilome he was begot 
And fell Chimaera, in her darkesome den. 
Through fowle commixture of his filthy blot; 
Where he was fostred long in Stygian fen. 
Till he to perfect ripenesse grew ; and then 
Into this wicked world he forth was sent 
To be the plague and scourge of wretched mea. : 
Whom wito vile tongue and venemous intent 
He sore doth wound, and bite, and cmelly tonstf^l 



iz. 



" Then, since the Salvage Island I did leave," 
Sayd Artegall, " I such a beast did see. 
The which did seeme a thousand tongues to hA 
That all in spight and malice did ag^ree. 
With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee. 
As if that he attonce would me devonre : 
But I, that knew myselfe from perill free. 
Did nought regard his malice nor his powie; 
But he the more his wicked poyson forth did 



i 



X. 



" That surely is that beast," saide Calidoie. 
" Which I pursue, of whom I am right glad 
To heare these tidings which of none afore 
Through all my weary travell I have had : 
Yet now some hope your words unto me sdd.' 
" Now God you speed," quoth then Sir 
" And keepe your body from the daunger dn^i 
For ye have much adoe to deale withaS !" 
So both tooke goodly leave, and parted sevcnl 
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XI. 

Sir Calidore thence travelled not long, 
Whenas by chaunce a comely squire he found, 
That thorough some more mighty enemies 'wrong 
Both hand and foote unto a tree was bound ; 
Who, seeing him from farre, with piteous sound 
Of his shrill cries him called to his aide : 
To whom approcbing, in that paincfuU stound 
When he him saw, for no demaunds he staide. 
But first him losde, and afterwards thus to him said ; 



zn. 



«< 



Unhappy squire, what hard mishap thee brought 
Into this bay of perill and disgrace ? 
What cruell hand thy wretched thraldome wrought, 
And thee captyved in this shamefuU place?" 
To whom he answered thus ; " My haplesse case 
Is not occasiond through my misdesert. 
But through misfortune, which did me abase 
Unto this shame, and my young hope subvert, 
Ere that I in h^r guileful! tndnes was well expert. 



XIII. 

" Not farre from hence, uppon yond rocky hill, 
Hard by a streight there stands a castle strong. 
Which doth observe a custome lewd and ill. 
And it hath long mayntaind with mighty wrong : 
For may no knight nor lady passe along 
That way, (and yet they needs must passe that way, 
By reason of the streignt, and rocks among,) 
But they that ladies lockes doe shave away. 
And that knights beard, for toll which they for pas- 
sage pay." 

srv. 

** A shamefull use as ever I did heare," 
Sayd Calidore, '' and to be overthrowne. 
But by what meanes did they at first it reare, 
And for what cause ? tell if thou have it knowne." 
Sayd then that squire ; ** The lady, which doth 
This castle, is by name Briana hight ; [o?me 

Then which a prouder lady liveth none : 
She long time hath deare lov'd a doughty knight. 
And sought to win his love by all the meanes she 
might. 

XV. 

** His name is Crudor ; who, through high disdaine 
And proud despight of his selfe-pleasing mynd, 
' Refused hath to yeeld her love againe, 
Untill a mantle she for him doe ^nd. 
With beards of knights and locks of ladies lynd : 
Which to provide, she hath this castle dight. 
And therein hath a seneschall assynd, 
Cald Maleffort, a man of mickle might. 
Who executes her wicked will with worse despight. 



XVI. 

'f He, this same day as I that way did come 

With a faire damzell my beloved deare, 

In execution of her lawlesse doome 

Did set upon us flpng both for feare ; 

For little bootes against him hand to reare : 

Me first he tooke unhable to withstond. 

And whiles he her pursued every where. 

Till his retume unto this tree he bond ; 

N6 wote I surely whether he her yet have fond." 



xvu. 

Thus whiles they spake they heard a rueful! shrieke 
Of one loud crying, which liiey streightway ghest 
That it was she the which for helpe did seeke. 
Tho, looking up unto the cry to lest. 
They saw that carle from farre with hand unblest 
Hayling that mayden by the yellow heare. 
That all her garments from her snowy brest. 
And from her head her lockes he nign did teare, 
Ne would he spare for pitty, nor refraine for feare* 

ZVIII. 

Which ha3mous sight when Calidore beheld, 
Eftsoones he loosd that squire, and so him left 
With hearts dismay and inward dolour queld« 
For to pussue that villaine , which had reft 
That piteous spoile by so iniurious theft : 
Whom overtaking, loude to him he cryde ; 
" Leave, faytor, quickely that misgotten weft 
To him that hath it better iustifyde, 
And tume thee soone to him oi whom thou art de- 
fyde." 

xiz. 

Who, hearkning to that voice, Iiimselfe npreard, 

And, seeing him so fiercely towardes make, 

Against him stoutly ran, as nought afeard. 

But rather more enrag'd for those words sake ; 

And with steme count'naunce thus unto him spake ; 

** Art thou the caytive that defyest me. 

And for this mayd, whose party thou doest take, 

Wilt give thy beard, though it but little bee 1 

Yet shall it not her lookes for raunsome firo me free." 



I 

With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd 
On hideous strokes with most importune might. 
That oft he made him stagger as unstayd. 
And oft recuile to shunne bid sharpe despight : 
But Calidore, that was well skild in fight. 
Him long forbore, and still his spirite spar'd, 
Lying in waite how him he damadge might : 
But when he felt him shrinke, and come to ward. 
He greater grew, and gan to drive at liim more hard. 



XXI. 

Like as a water-streame, whose swelling sourse 
Shall drive a mill, within strong bancks is pent. 
And long restrayned of his ready course ; 
So soone as passage is unto him lent, 
Breakes forth, and makes his way more violent ; 
Such was the fuiy of Sir Calidore : 
When once he felt his foe-man to relent. 
He fiercely him pursu'd, and pressed sore ; 
Who as he still decayd, so he encreased more. 

xxn. 

The heavy burden of whose dread full migl^t 

Whenas tiie carle no longer could sustaine. 

His heart gan faint, and streight he tooke his flight 

Toward the castle, where, if need Gonstraine, 

His hope of refuge used to remaine : 

Whom Calidore perceiving fas,t to flie. 

He him pursu'd and chaced through the pKaine, 

That he for dread of death ^an loude to erio 

Unto the ward to open to him hastilie. 
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Tbef, from tlie wall him seeing so aghast. 
The nte scone opened to recei?e him in ; 
But Calidore did follow him so fast. 
That eren in the porch he him did win. 
And cleft his head asunder to his chin : 
The carkasse tumbling downe within the dore 
Did choke the entraunce with a lumpe of sin. 
That it could not be shut ; whilest Calidore 
Did enter in, and slew the porter on the flore. 

ZXIT. 

With that the rest the which the castle kept 

About him flookt, and hard at him did lay ; 

But he them all from him full lightly swept, 

As doth a steare, in heat of sommers day. 

With his long taile the bryxes brush away. 

Thence passing forth into the hall he came. 

Where of the ladjr selfe in sad dismay 

He was ymett, who with uncomely shame 

Gan him salute, and fowle upbray d with faulty blame : 

XZT. 

*'Talse traytor knight," said she, " no knight at all. 
But scome of armes ! that hast with g^lty hand 
Murdered my men, and slaine my senescHall ; 
Now comest thou to rob my house unmand. 
And spoile myselfe, that cannot thee withstand ? 
Yet doubt thou not, but that some better knight 
Then thou, that shall thy treason understand, 
Will it avenge, and pay thee with thy right : 
And if none do, yet shame shall thee wiUi shame re- 
quight." 

ZKVl. 

Much was the knight abashed at that word ; 
Yet auswer'd thus ; ** Not unto me the shame. 
But to the shamefull doer it afford. 
Bloud is no blemish ; for it is no blame 
To punish those that doe deserve the same ; 
But they that breake bands of eivilitie. 
And wicked customes make, those doedefiune 
Both noble armes and gentle curtesie : 
No greater shame to man then inhumanitie. 



XX vn. 



" Then doe yourselfe, for dread pf shame, forgoe 
This evDl manner which ye here maintaine. 
And doe instead thereof mild curt*sie showe 
To all that passe : that shall you gloiy gaine 
More then his love, which thus ye seeke t'obtaine." 
Wherewith all full of wrath she thus replyde ; 
" Vile recreant ! know that I doe n^uch disdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that doest my love deride. 
Who scomes thy ydle scoffe, and bids thee be de- 
fyde." 

xxviu. 

^ To take defiaunce at a ladies word," 
Quoth he, " I hold it no indignity ; 
But were he here, that would it with his sword 
Abett, perhaps he mote it deare aby." [fly 

" Cowherd," quoth she, " were not that thou wouldst 
Ere he doe come, he should be soone in place." 
" If I doe so," sayd he, " then liberty 
1 leave to you for aye me to disgrace 
Vith all those shames, that erst ye spake me to de- 
face." ^ 



XXIX. 

With that a dwarfe she cald to her in hast. 

And taking from her band a ring of g^oold 

(A privy token which betweene them past) 

Bad him to flie with all the speed he could 

To Cruder ; and desire him that be would 

Vouchsafe to reskue her against a knight. 

Who through strong powre had now hcraelf in liooU, 

Having late slaine her seneschaU in figktt 

And aU her people mnidred with oatngiowi might: 



The dwarfe his way did hast, and went aU aic^: 

But Calidore did with her there abjde 

The comming of that so much threatned knlcht ; 

Where that £scourteoiis dmne witli •oomfiiu piyds 

And fowle entreaty him indignifyde. 

That yron heart it hardly coud aoMtnmb : 

Yet he, that could his wrath fall wisely gojd*. 

Did well endure her womanish disdain^ 

And did himselfe from fraile impatiwice nfraint. i 

xzzi; 

The morrow next, before the lamps of ligbt 

Above the earth upreard his ^— «i«g' Imm, 

The dwarfe, which bore that mfiiwifco to her ksigkt, 

Brought annswere backe, that ere he tasted Inmd 

He would her succour, and alive or dead 

Her foe deliver up into her hand : 

Therefore he wil^ her doe away all diead ; 

And, that of him she mote assured stand. 

He sent to her his basenet as a ^■♦hfitll band. 'J 

i 
XX xn. 

Thereof full blyth the lady straight became. 
And gan t* augment her bittwnease mneh moif : 
Yet no whit more ^palled for the same, ; 

Ne ought dismayed was Sir Calid<»e ; 
But rather did more chearefull nwimo therafim: 
And, having so<me his armes about hiw^ difb^ 
Did issue forth to meete his foe afioce ; 
Where long he stayed not, whenas a knight 
He spide come pricking on with nil his povM^ij 
might. 

xxxni. 

Wen weend he streight that he shcnild be dsi 

Which tooke in hand her quarrell to 

Ne stayd to aske if it were he by name. 
But coucht his speare, and ran at Kw» «■ 
Thev bene ymett in middest of the plains 
With so fell fury and despiteous forse. 

That neither could the otners stroke s« 

But rudely rowld to g^und both iwyn and kfAJ 
Neither of other taking pitty nor 



xxxnr. 

But Calidore uprose againe fuU light. 
Whiles yet his foe lay fast in sencelessL ___ 
Yet would he not him hurt although he might: 
For shame he weend a sleeping wight to waf 
But when Briana saw that drexy stodnd. 
There where she stood uppon the castle wd^ 
She deem*d him sure to have bene dead on fit 
And made such piteous mourning therewiddl 
That from the battlements she ready seem'd to 



1 
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XXXV. 

Nathlesse at length himselfe he did npreare 

lu lustlesse wise ; as if against his will, 

Ere he had slept his fill* he wakened were. 

And gan to stretch his limbs ; which feeling HI 

Of his late fall, awhile he rested still : 

But, when he saw his foe before in yew, 

He shooke off luskishnesse ; and, courage chill 

Kindling afresh, gan battell to renew. 

To prove if better footethen horsebacke would ensew. 

xxxvx. 

There then began a fearefuU cruell fray 

Betwixt them two for maystery of might : 

For both were wondrous practicke in that play. 

And passing well expert in single fight. 

And both inflam'd with furious despight ; 

Which as it still encreast, so still increast 

Their cruell strokes and terrible affright ; 

Ne once for ruth their rigour they releast, 

Ne once to breath awhile their angers tempest ceast. 

xxxvn. 

Thus long they traced and traverst to and fro. 
And tryde all waies how each mote entrance make 
Into the life of his malignant foe ; 
They hew'd their helmes, and plates asunder brake, 
As they had potshares bene ; for nought mote slake 
Their g^edy vengeaunces but goary blood ; 
That at the last like to a purple lake 
Of bloudy gore congeal'd about them stood. 
Which from their riven sides forth gushed like a 
flood. 

XXXVIII. 

At length it ohaunst that both their bands on hie 
At once did heave with all their powre and might. 
Thinking the utmost of their force to trie. 
And prove the finall fortune of the fight ; 
But Calidore, that was more quicke of sight 
And nimbler-handed then his enemie. 
Prevented him before his stroke could light. 
And on the helmet smote him formerlie. 
That made him stoupe to ground with meeke homi- 
litie : 

XXXIX 

And, ere he could recover foote againe. 
He following that faire advantage fiist 
His stroke redoubled with such might and maine. 
That him upon the ground he groveling cast ; 
And leaping to him light would have unlast 
His hebne, to make unto his vengeance way : 
Who, seeing in what daun^er he was plast, 
Cryde out ; " Ah mercie, sir ! doe me not slay. 
But save my life, which lot before your foot doth lay." 



xt. 

With that his mortall hand awhile he stayd ; 
And, having somewhat calm'd his wrathfuU heat 
With goodly patience, thus he to him sayd ; 
" And is the boast of that proud ladies threat. 
That menaced me from the field to beat, 
Now brought to this? By this now may ye leame 
Strangers no more so rudely to entreat: 
But put away proud looke and usage sterne, 
I'he which shal nought to you but foule dishonor 
yeame. 



I 



xu. 



" For nothing is more blameful! to a knight,' 
That court'sie doth as well as armes professe. 
However strong and fortunate in fight. 
Then the reproch of pride and cruelnesse : 
In vain he seeketh others to suppresse. 
Who hath not leamd himselfe first to subdew i 
All flesh is frayle and full of ficklenesse, 
Subiect to fortunes chance, still chaunging new , 
What haps to day to me to morrow may to you. 



XUT* 

" Who will not mercie unto others shew. 

How can he mercy ever hope to have 1 

To pay each with his owne is right and dew : 

Yet since ye mercie now doe need to crave, 

I will it graunt, your hopelesse life to save. 

With these conditions which I will propound : 

First, that ye better shall yourselfe behave 

Unto all errant knights, whereso on ground ; 

Next, that ye ladies ayde in every stead and stound." 

xun. 

The wretched maUi that all this while did dwell 

In dread of death, aik beasts did gladly heare, 

And promist to perfotme his precept well. 

And whatsoever else he would requere. 

So, suffring him to rise, he made him sweare 

By his owne sword, and by the crosse thereon. 

To take Briana for his loving tere . 

Withouten dowre or composition : 

But to release his former foule condition. 

XLnr. 

All which accepting, and with faithfull oth 

B3aiding himselfe most firmely to obay. 

He up arose, however liefe or loth. 

And swore to him true fealtia for aye. 

Then forth he cald from sorrowful! dismay 

The sad Briana which all this beheld ; 

Who comming forth yet full of late affray 

Sir Calidore upcheard, and to her teld 

All this accord to which he Crudor had eompeld. 

XLT. 

Whereof she now more glad than sory earst. 

All overcome with infinite affect 

For his exceeding courtesie, that pearst 

Her stubbome hart with inward deepe effect. 

Before his feet herselfe she did proiect ; 

And him adoring as her lives deare lord. 

With all due thankes and dutifull respect, 

Herselfe acknowledged bound for that accord. 

By which he had to her both life and love restord. 

XLVI. 

So all returning to the castle glad. 
Most ioyfull V she them did entertaine ; 
Where goodly glee and feast to them she made. 
To shew her thankefiiU mind and meaning faine. 
By all the meanes she mote it best explaine 
And, after all, unto Sir Calidore 
She freely gavethat castle for his paine, 
And herselfe bound to him for evermore ; 
So wondrously now chaung'd from that «he was 
afore. 
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XLVII. 



But Calidore himselfe would not retaine 
Nor land nor fee for hjrre of his good deede. 
But gave them streight unto that squire againe. 
Whom from her seneschall he lately freed, 
And to his damzell, as their rightfuU meed 
For recompence of all their former wrong : 
There he remaind with them right well agreed. 
Till of bis wounds he wexed hole and strong ; 
And then to his first quest he passed forth along. 



CANTO II. 



Calidore sees young Tristram slay 
A proud discourteous knight : 

He makes him squire, and of him leames 
His state and present plight. 



What yertue is so fitting for a kni&^ht. 

Or for a ladie whom a knight should love, 

As curtesie ; to beare themselves aright 

1 o all of each degree as doth behove ? 

For whether they be placed high above 

Or low beneath, yet ought they well to know 

1'heir good ; that none them nghtly may reprove 

Of rudenesse for not yeelding what they owe : 

Great skill it is such duties timely to beistow. 



n. 

Thereto great helpe dame Nature selfe doth lend : 
For some so goodly gratious are by kind, 
That every action doth them much commend. 
And in the eyes of men great liking find ; 
Which others that have greater skill in mind, 
Tliough they enforce themselves, cannot attaine : 
For everie thing, to which one is inclined. 
Doth best become and greatest grace doth gaine : 
Yet praise likewise deserve good thewes enforst with 
paine. 

HI. 

That well in courteous Calidore appeares ; 

Whose everie act and deed, that he did say, 

Was like enchantment, that through both the eyes 

And both the eares did steale the hart away. 

He now againe is on his former way 

To follow his first ouest, wheuas he spyde 

A tall young man, trom thence not farre away. 

Fighting on foot, as well he him descr)*Je, 

Against an armed knight that did on horsebacke ryde. 



iv. 

And them beside a ladie faire he saw 
Standing alone on foote in foule array ; 
To whom himselfe he hastily did draw 
To weet the cause of so uncomely fray. 
And to depart them, if so be he may : 
But, ere he came in place, that youth had kild 
That armed knight, that low on ground he lay ; 
Which when he saw, his hart was inly child 
With great amuement, and his thought with won> 
der fild. 



Him sted^tly he markt, and saw to bee 

A goodly youth of amiable grace. 

Yet but a slender slip, that scarse did see 

Yet seventeene yeares, but tall and faire of face, 

Tbat sure he deem'd him borne of noble race : 

All in a woodmans iacket he was clad 

Of Lincolue greene, belayd with silver lace ; 

And on his head an hood with aglets sprad. 

And by his side his huntets borne be banging had. 

VI. 

Buskins he wore of costliest cordwayne, 

Pinckt upon gold, and paled part per part. 

As then the guize was for each gentle swayne : 

In his right hand he held a trembling dart. 

Whose fellow he before had sent apart ; 

And in his left he held a sharpe bore-speare. 

With which he wont to launch the salvage hart 

Of many a lyon and of many a beare. 

That first unto his hand in chase did happen neare. 

VII. 

Whom Calidore awhile well having vewed. 

At length bespake ; " what meanes this, gentle swaine' 

Why hath thy hand too bold itselfe embrewed 

In blood of knight, the which by thee is slaine. 

By thee no knight ; which armes impugneth plaine !" 

" Certes,'' said he, *' loth were I to have broken 

The law of armes ; yet breake it should i^^aine. 

Rather then let myselfe of wight be stroken. 

So long as these two armes were able to be wrokea. 



VIII. 

" For not I him, as this his ladie here 
May witnesse well, did offer first to wrong, 
Ne t>urely thus unarmed I likely were ; 
But he me first through pride and puissance strong 
Assayld, not knowing what to armes doth long." 
" Perdie great blame," then said Sir Calidore, 
' ' For armed knight a wight unarm 'd to wrong : 
But then aread, thou gentle chyld, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this strife and bteme uprore^ 
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IX. 

*' That shall I sooth/' said he, " to you declare. 

I, whose unryper yeares are yet unfit 

For thing of weight or worke of gpreater care. 

Doe spend my dayes and bend my carelesse wit 

To salvage chace, where I thereon may hit 

In all this forrest and wyld woodie raine ; 

Where, as this day I was enraunging it, 

I chaunst to meete this knight who there lyes slaine. 

Together with this ladie, passing on the plaine. 



X. 



<( 



The knight, as ye did see, on horsebacks was. 
And this his ladie, that him ill became. 
On her faire feet by his horse-side did pas 
Through thicke and thin, unfit for any dame : 
Yet not content, more to increase his shame, 
Whenso she lagged, as shee needs mote so. 
He with his speare (that was to him great blame) 
Would thumpe her forward and inforce to goe, 
Weeping to him in vaine and making piteous woe, 



XI. 

*' Which when I saw, as they me passed by, 
Much was I moved in indignant mind, 
And gan to blame him foj^ such cruelty 
Towards a ladie, whom with usage kind 
He rather should have taken up behind. 
Wherewith he wroth and full of proud disdaine 
Tooke in foule scome that I such fault did find. 
And me in lieu thereof reviled againe, 
Threatning to chastize me, as doUi t' achy Id pertaine. 



XII. 

" Which I no lesse disda3n[iing, backe returned 
His scomefiill taunts unto his teeth againe, 
That he streightway with haughtie choler burned, 
And with his speare strooke me one stroke or twaine ; 
Which I, enforst to beare though to my paine. 
Cast to requite ; and with a slender dart. 
Fellow of this I beare, throwne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as seemeth, underneath the hart. 
That through the woimd his spirit shortly did depart." 

xm. 

Much did Sir Calidore admyre his speach 
Tempred so well, but more admyr'd the stroke 
That through the mayleshad maae so strong a breach 
Into his hart, and had so stemely wroke 
His wrath on him that first occasion broke * 
Yet rested not, but further gan inquire 
Of that same ladie, whether what he spoke 
Were soothly so, and that th' unrighteous ire 
Of her owne knight had given him his owne due hire. 

xrv. 

Of all which whenaa she could nought deny. 
But cleard that stripling of th' imputed blame ; 
Sayd then Sir Calidore ; " Neither will I 
M im charge with guilt, but rather doe quite clame : 
For, what he spake, for you he spake it, dame ; 
And what he did, he did himselfe to save : [shame : 
Against both which that knight wrought knightlesse 
For knights and all men tliis by nature have. 
Towards all womenkind them xitidly to behave. 



XV. 



" But, sith that he is gone irrevocable, 

Please it you, ladie, to us to aread 

What cause could make him so dishonourable 

To drive you so on foot, unfit to tread 

And lackey by him, gainst all womanhead." 

" Certes, sir knight," sayd she, ** full loth I were 

To rayse a ly ving blame against the dead : 

But, since it me concemes myselfe to clere, 

I will the truth discover as it chaunst whylere.- 



XVI. 



** This day, as he and I together roade 

Upon our way to which we weren bent. 

We chaunst to come foreby a covert glade 

Within a wood, whereas a ladie gent 

Sate with a knight in ioyous iolliment 

Of their iranke loves, free from all gealous spyes i 

Faire was the ladie sure, that mote content 

An hart not carried with too curious eyes. 

And unto him did shew all lovely curtesyes. 

xvii. 

" Whom when my knight did see so lovely faire. 
He inly gan her lover to envy. 
And wish that he part of his spoyle might share 
Whereto whenas my presence he did spy 
To be a let, he bad me by and by 
For to alight : but, whenas I was loth 
My loves owne part to leave so suddenly. 
He with strong hand down from his steed me throw'th^ 
And with presumpteous powre against that knight 
streight go*th, 

xvin 

** Unarm'd all was the knight, as then more meete 

For ladies service and for loves delight. 

Then fearing any foeman there to meete * 

Whereof he taking oddes, streight bids him dight 

Himselfe to yeeld his love or else to fight : 

Whereat the other starting up dismayd. 

Yet boldly answer'd, as he rightly might, 

To leave his love he should be ill apayd. 

In which he had good right gainst all that it gaine- 



XIX. 

" Yet since he was not presently in plight 

Her to defend, or his to iustifie. 

He him requested, as he was a knight. 

To lend him day his better right to trie. 

Or stay till he his armes, which were thereby. 

Might lightly fetch : but he was fierce and wbot 

Ne time would give, nor any termes aby, 

But at him flew, and with his speare him smot ; 

From which to thinke to save himselfe it booted uo( 



XX. 

" Meane while his ladie, which this outrage saw 
Whilest they together for the quarrey strove, . 
Into the covert did herselfe withdraw. 
And closely hid herselfe within the grove. 
My knight hers soone, as seemes, to Aaunger drove 
And left sore wounded : but, when her he mist. 
He woxe halfe mad : and in that rage gan rove ^ 
And range through all the wood, whereso he wist 
She hidden was, and sought her so long as him list. 
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zzi. 

** But, whenai her be hr no meenee eould find. 
After long eeercb end coeuff be tamed becke 
Unto tbe place wbere me be left behind : 
'lliere gan be me to cnrae and ban, for lacke 
Of that faire boode, and with Intter wracke 
To wreake on me tlie guilt of his owne wrong : 
Of all which I jet g^lad to beare the packe 
Strore to appease hmi, and perswaded lone ; 
But still his paasion grew more violent and strong. 



jnau 



€» 



Then, ss it were t*ayenge his wrath on mee, 
When forward we should fare, be flat refused 
To take me up (as this joong man did see) 
Upon his steed, for no lust cause accused. 
But forst to trot on foot, and fbule misased, 
PouncUng me with the butt-«ul of his qwve, 
In raine complajniuff to be so abused ; 
For he regarded neither plajrnt nor tears. 
But more enforst m j peine, the more m j plaints to 
beare. 

zxm. 

" So pMMd we, till this young man us met j 
And being mooy*d with pittie of my plight 
Spake as was meete, for ease of my regret : 
Whereof befell what now is in your sight.'' 
" Now sure," then said Sir Cahdore, "and right 
Meseemes that him befell by his owne fault : 
Whoever thinkes through confidence of might. 
Or through support of countenance proud and hault. 
To wrong the weaker, oft^dles in his owne assault.** 

zzir. 

Then turning backe unto that gentle boy. 
Which had himselfe so stoutly well acquit ; 
Seeing his face so lovely sterne and coy. 
And hearing th' answeres of his pregnant wit. 
He praysd it much, and much admjrnd it ; 
That sure he weenid him bom of noble blood, 
With whom those graces did so goodly fit : 
And, when he long had him beholding stood. 
He burst into these wordes, as to him seemed good ; 

XZT. 

'' Faire gentle swarne, and yet as stout as f83rre, 

That in these woods amongst the nymphs dost wonne. 

Which daily may to thy sweete lookes repayre. 

As they are wont unto LAtonaes sonne 

After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne ; 

Well may I certes such an one thee read. 

As by thy worth thou worthily hast wonne. 

Or surely home of some heroicke sead. 

That in uiy fiMe appeares and gratious goodly-head. 

zzvx. 

" But, should it not displease thee it to tell, 
(Unlesse thou in these woods thyselfe eonceale 
For love amongst the woodie gods to dwell,) 
I would thyselfe require thee to reveale ; 
For deare afiection and unfayned zaele 
Which to thy noble personage I beare, 
And wish thee ffrow in worship and mat weale : 
For, since the miy that armes I first did reare, 
t nevwr saw in any greater hope appeare." 



zzm. 

To whom then thus the noble yooth ; " May be. 
Sir knight, that, by discovering my estate. 
Harms may arise nnweeting unto nw : 
Nathelesse, sith ye so courteous seemed late. 
To you I will not feare it to relate. 
Then wote ve that I am a Briton bovne, 
Sonne of a zing, (however thorough &te 
Or fortune I my countrie have forione. 
And lost the crowne which should my liead by rigb 
sdome.) 

zzvnx. 

"And Tristram is my name : the ooely hmn 

Of good king Melioms which did rayne 

In ComewaM, till that he through Urea deqieirs 

Untimely dyde, before I did attaine 

Ripe yeares of reason, my right to mamteme : 

After whose death his brother, aoeing nnee 

An infimt, weake a kingdome to snstaiiie. 

Upon him tooke the roiall high d^^ree. 

And sent me, where him list, instmcted for to bee. 



ZZIZ. ! 

" The widow queene my mother, whieb then bight 

Faire Emiline, cooceiviuji; then graat feere 

Of my fraile safetie, resting in ue sight 

Of him that did the kingly scepter beue. 

Whose gealous dread indfuiing not a peara 

Is wont to cut off all that doubt may breed ; 

Thought best away me to reautre somefwhere 

Into some forrein land, whereas no need 

Of dreaded daunger might his doobdkill himor feed, j 



i€ 



zzz. 



So, taking counsell of a wise man red. 
She was by him adviz'd to send me qnight 
Out of tbe countrie wherein I was bved. 
The which the fertile Lionesse is lugbt. 
Into the land of Faerie, where no bright 
Should weet of me, nor worke me any wnrng : 
To whose vrise read she hearknina^ sent me sbtei^i 
Into this land, where I have wond tfana long 
Since I was ten yeares old, now grown to ststen 
strong. 

ZZZI. 

" All which my daies I hare not lewdly spent. 
Nor spilt the blossoms of my tender yeaiea 
In ydlenesse ; but, as was convenient. 
Have trajrned bene with many noble lerea 
In gentle thewes and such like seemly lores 
JMongst which my most delight hadi alvraiea 
To bunt the salvage chace, amongat my peies. 
Of all that raungeth in the forrest greene. 
Of which none is to me unknowne that evV w* 



bees 



seene. 



zzzn. 



" Ne is there hauke which mantleth her on petic\ 
Whether high towring or accoasting low. 
But I the measure of her flight doe search 
And all her pray and all her diet know : 
Such be our ioyes which in these forrests grow 
Onely the use of armes, which most I ioy. 
And fitteth most for noble swa3me to know 
I have not tasted yet; yet past a boy. 
And being now high time thesse strong iojntf -I 
imploy. ' 
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*t 



Therefore, g^ood sir, sith now occasion fit 
Doth fall, whose like hereafter seldome may. 
Let me this crave, unworthy though of it, 
That ye will make me squire without delay, 
I'hat from henceforth in batteilous array 
I may beare armes, and leame to use them right ', 
The rather, since that fortune hath this day 
Given to me the spoile of this dead knig^ht. 
These goodly gilden armes which I have won in 



fight." 



XXXIV. 



All which when well Sir Calidore had heard. 
Him much more now, then earst, he gau admire 
For the rare hope which in his yeares appeared. 
And thus replide ; *' Faire chyld, the high desire 
To love of armes, which in you dotji aspire, 
[ may not certes without blame. denie ; 
But rather wish that some more noble hire 
(Though none more noble then is chevalrie) 
1 bad, you to reward with greater dignitie." 



XXXV. 

There him he causd to kneele, and made to sweare 
Faith to his knight, and truth to ladies all. 
And never to be recreant for feare 
Of perill, or of ought that might befall : 
So he him dubbed, and his squire did call. 
Full glad and ioyous then young Tristram grew ; 
Like as a flowre, whose silken leaves small 
Long shut up in the bud from heavens vew. 
At length breaks forth, and brode displayes his smyl' 
ing hew. 

xxxn. 

Thus when they long had treated to and fro. 

And Calidore betooke him to depart, 

Chyld Tristram prayd that he with him might goe 

On his adventure, vowing not to start. 

But wayt on him in every place and part : 

Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight, 

And greatly ioy'd at his so noble hart. 

In hope he sure would prove a dou^htie knight : 

Yet for the time this answere he to him behight; 

XXXVII. 

" Glad would I surely be, thou courteous squire. 
To have thy presence in my present quest. 
That mote thy kindled courage set on fire. 
And flame forth honour in thy noble brest : 
But I am bound by vow, which I profest 
To my dread soveraine, when I it assayd, 
That m atchievement of her high behest 
I should no creature ioyne unto mine ayde j 
Forthy I may not graunt that ye so greatly prayde. 

XXXVIII. 

" But since this ladle is all desolate. 
And needeth safegard now upon her way. 
Ye may doe well in this her needful! state 
To succour her from daunger of dismay. 
That thankfull guerdon may to you repay," 
The ooble ympe, of such new service hyne, 
Jt gladly did accept, as he did say : 
So taking courteous leave they parted twayne ; 
And Calidore forth passed to his former payne. 






XXXIX. 

But Tristram, then despoyling that dead knight 
Of aU those goodly implements of prayse 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the fayre sight 
Of t£e bright mettall shjrning like sunne rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thousand wayes : 
And, after bavin? them upon him dight. 
He tooke that ladie, and her up did rayse 
Upon the steed of her owne late dead knight : 
So with her marched forth, as she did him behight. 

XL. 

There to their fortune leave we them awhile. 

And tume we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 

Who, ere he thence had traveild many a mile. 

Came to the place whweas ye heard afore 

This knight, whom Tristram slew, had wounded sore 

Another knight in his despitoous pryde ; 

There he that knieht found lying on the flore 

With manj wounds full perilous and wyde. 

That all his garments and the grasse in vermeill dyde : 

XLI. 

And there beside him sate upon the ground 
His wofuU ladie, piteously complajrning 
With loud laments that most unluckie stound. 
And her sad selfe with carefull hand constrayning 
To wype his wounds, and ease their bitter pajming. 
Which sorie sight when Calidore did vew, 
With heavie eyne from teares uneath refrayning. 
His mightie hart their moumefuU case can rew, 
And for their better comfort to them nigher drew. 

xuu 

Then, speaking to the ladie, thus he said ; 

" Ye doleful] dame, let not your griefe empeach 

To toll what crueU hand hath thus arayd 

This knight unarmed with so unknightly breach 

Of armes, that, if I yet him nigh may reach 

I may avenge him of so foule despight." 

The ladie, hearing his so courteous speach, 

Gan reareher eyes as to the chearefull light, 

And from her sory hart few heavie words forth sigh't * 



XLIII. 

In which she shew'd, how that discourteous knight. 
Whom Tristram slew, them in that shadow found 
loying together in unblam*d delight ; 
And him unarmed, as now he lay on ground, 
Charg'd with his speare, and mortally did wound, 
Withouten cause, but onely her to reave 
From him, to whom she was for ever bound: 
Yet, when she fled into that covert greave. 
He, her not finding, both them thus nigh dead did 
leave. 

XLlV. 

When Calidore this ruefull storie had 

Well understood, he gan of her demand. 

What manner wight he was, and how yclad. 

Which had this outrage wrought with wicked hand. 

She then, like as she best could understand. 

Him thus described, to be of stature large. 

Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band 

Quartred amwart, and bearing in his targe 

A ladie on rough waves row'd in a sommer bargjo. 
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Then gmn Sir Calidore to gbesse streifhtwaj, 
By manv sigces which she described had, 
Toai tLis was he whom Triatram earat did slay. 
And to her aaid ; ** Dame, be no longer sad ; 
For he. that hath your knight so ill bestad, 
Is now himselfe in much more wretched plight; 
These eyes him saw upon the cold earth sprad, 
The meede of his desert for that despight. 
Which to yooraelfe he wrought ana to your lored 
knight. 

XLTI. 

' Therefore faire ladle, lay aside this griefe, 
Which ye hare gathered to your gentle hart 
For that ain>lea8ure ; and thinke what reliefe 
Were best oerise for this your lovers smart : 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part. 
Convay to be recur'd." She thankt him deare. 
Both for tbat newes he did to her impart, 
And for the courteous care which he did beare 
Both to her lore and to herselfe in that sad dreare. 



XLTn. 

Yet could she not derise by any wit. 
How thence she might conray him to some place ; 
For him to trouble she it thought unfit. 
That was a straunger to her wretched ease . 
And him to beare, she thought it thing too base. 
Which whenas he perceiv'd he thus bei^pake ; 
" Faire lady, let it not you seeme disgrace 
To beare this burden cm your dainty backe ; 
Myselfe will beare a part, ooportioa of your pecke." 

XLvm 

So off he did his shield, and downeward layd 

Upon the pound, like to an hollow beare ; 

And pownng balme, which he had long ponrayd. 

Into his wounds, him up thereon did reare. 

And twijct them both with parted psines did beare, 

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was donne 

Thence they him carried to a castle neare. 

In which a worthy auncient knight did wonne : 

Where what ensu'd shall in next oanto be begonne. 






CANTO III. 



Calidore brings Priscilla home ; 

Pursues the blatant beast : 
Sares Serena, whilest Calepine 

By Turpine is opprest 



) 



I. 

True is, that whilome that good poet sayd, 
llie gentle minde by gentle deeds is knowne: 
For a man by nothing is so well bewrayd 
As by his manners ; in which plaine is showne 
Of what degpree and what race ne is growne : 
For seldome seene a trotting stalion get 
An ambling colt, that is his proper owne : 
So seldome seene that one in basenesse set 
Doth noble courage shew with curteous manners 
met. ^ 

But evermore contrdiy hath bene tryde, 
That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ; 
As well may be in Calidore descryde. 
By late ensample of that courteous deed 
Done to that wounded knight in his great need. 
Whom on his backe he bore, till he him brought 
Unto the castle where they had decreed : 
There of the knight, the which that castle ought, 
To make abode that night he greatly was besought. 

m 

lie was to weete a man of full ripe yeares. 

That in his youth had beene of mickle might. 

And borne great sway in armes among his peares ! 

But now weake age had dimd his candlelight : 

Yet was he courteous still to every wight, 

And loved all that did to armes incline ; 

And was the father of that wounded knight. 

Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine ; 

And Aldus was hb name ; and his sonnes, Aladine. 



IV. 

Who when he saw his sonne so ill bedight 

With bleeding wounds, brought home upon a bears 

By a &lre lady and a straunger knight. 

Was inly touched with compassion deare. 

And deare affection of so dolefull dreare. 

That he these words burst forth ; '* Ah ! soiy boy ! 

Is this the hope that to my hoary beare 

Thou brings '; aie me ! is this the timely icy. 

Which I expected long, now tumd to sad annoy t 



"Such is the weakenesse of all mortall hope. 
So tickle is the state of earthly things ; 
That, ere they come unto their aymed scope. 
They fall\oo short of our fraile reckonings. 
And bring us bale and bitter sorrowing^. 
Instead of comfort which we should embrace 
This is the state of keasars and of kin^ ! 
Let none therefore, that is in meaner place. 
Too greatly grieve at any his unlucky case i 



» 



VI. 



So well and wisely did that good old knight 
Temper his ^iefe, and turned it to cheare. 
To cheare his guests whom he had stayd that ni^ht 
And make their welcome to them well appeare : ' 
'J hat to Sir Calidore was easie geare ; 
But that faire lady would be cheard for nought 
But aigh'd and sorrowed for her lover deare ' 
And inl;^ did aflSict her pensive thought * 
With thinking to what case her name should now be 
brought. "^ 
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For she was daughter to a noble lord 

Which dwelt thereby, who sought her to afiy 

To a great pere ; but she did disaccord, 

Ne could her liking to his love apply. 

But lov'd this fresh young knight who dwelt her ny, 

llie lusty Aladine, though meaner borne 

And of lesse livelood and hability. 

Yet full of valour the which did adome 

His meanesse much, and make her th' others riches 



XIII. 



scome. 



Tin. 



So, having both found fit occasion, 
They met together in that luckelesse glade ; 
Where that proud knight in his presumption 
The gentle Aladine did earst invade, 
Being unarmed and set in secret shade. 
Whereof she now bethinking, gan t'advize 
How great a hazard she at earst had made 
Of her good fame ; and further gan devize 
How she the blame might salve with coloured dis- 
guize. 

IX. 

But Calidore with all good courtesie 
Fain'd her to frolicke, and to put a^^ay 
The pensive fit of her mel&ncholie ; 
And that old knight by all meanes did assay 
To make them both as merry as he may. 
So they the evening past till time of rest ; 
When Calidore in seemly good array 
Unto his bowre was brought, and there undrest 
Did sleepe all night through weary travell of his 
quest. 

X, 

But faire Priscilla (so that lady hight) 
Would to no bed, nor take no kindely sleepe, 
But by her wounded love did watch aU night. 
And all the night for bitter anguish weepe, 
And with her teares his wounds did wash and steepe. 
So well she washt them, and so well she watcht hun. 
That of the deadly swound, in which full deepe 
He drenched was, she at the length dispatcht him. 
And drove away the stound which mortally attacht 
him. 

zi. 

The morrow next, when day gan to uplooke. 

He also gan uplooke with ctrery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreame awooke >« 

Where when he saw his wire Priscilla by. 

He deepely sit^h'd, and groaned inwardly. 

To thinke of this ill state in which she stood ; 

To which she for his sake had weetingly 

Now brought herselfe, and blam'd her noble blood : 

For first, next after life, he tendered her good. 



xn^ 

W^bich she perceiving did with plenteous teares 
His care more then her owne compassionate, 
Porgetfull of her owne to minde his feares : 
So both conspiring gan to intimate 
Each others griefe with zeale affectionate, 
And twixt them twaine with equall care to cast 
How to save whole her hazarded estate ; 
For which the onely belpe now left them last 
Seem'd to be Calidore : all other helpes were past. 



Him they did deeme, as sure to them he seemed, 
A courteous knight and full of faithfull trust ; 
Therefore to him their cause they best esteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing iust. 
Earely, so soone as Titans beames forth brust 
Through the thicke clouds, in which they steeped lay 
All night in darkenesse, duld with yron rust, 
Calidore rising up as fresh as day 
Gan freshly hmi addresse unto his former way. 



xiv. 

But first him seemed fit that wounded knight 
To visite, after this nights perillous passe ; 
And to salute him if he were in plight. 
And eke that lady his faire lovely lasse. 
There he him found much better then he was , 
And moved speach to him of things of course. 
The anguish of his paine to over-passe ; 
Mongst which he namely did to him discourse 
Of former daies mishap, his sorrowes wicked sourse. 



XV. 

Of which occasion Aldine taking hold 

Gan breake to him the fortunes of his love. 

And all his disadventures to unfold ; 

That Calidore it nearly deepe did move ; 

In th' end, his kyndly courtesie to prove; 

He him by all the bands of love besought. 

And as it mote a faithfull friend behove. 

To safe-conduct his love, and not for ought 

To leave, till to her fathers house he had her brought. 

XVI. 

Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight 

It to performe : so after little stay. 

That she herselfe had to the iourney dight. 

He passed forth with her in faire array, 

Fearlesse who ought did thinke or ought did say, 

Sith his own thought he knew most cleare from wite* 

So, as they past together on their way, 

He gan devize this counter-cast of slight. 

To give faire colour to that ladies cause in sight. 

XVII. 

Streight to the carkasse of that knight he went, 
(The cause of all this evill, who was slaine 
The day before by iust avengement 
Of noble Tristram,) where it did remaine ; 
There he the necke thereof did cut in twaine. 
And tooke with him the head, the signe of shame. 
So forth he passed thorough that daies paine. 
Till to that ladies fathers house he came ; 
Most pensive man, through feare what of his childa 
became. 

xvm. 

There he arriving boldly did present 
1'he fearefull lady to her father deare. 
Most perfect pure, and guiltless innocent 
Of blame, as he did on his knighthood sweare. 
Since first he saw her, and did free from feare 
Of a discourteous knight, who her had reft 
And by outragious force away did beare: 
Witnesse thereof he shew'd oia hea^ 
And wretched life forlome for yt 
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XIX. 

Blott ioyfbll man her nra wm, her to we. 

And heare th' adrentara of ker late miachaance ; 

And thousand thankes to Calidore for fee 

Of hia large jMunea in her delirerafinee 

Did yeeld ; ne lease the lady did adraonoe, 

Thas haring her restored tmstilj. 

As he had vow'd, some amall continnanoe 

He there did make, and then most carefnllj 

Unto his first exploite he did himselfe appl j. 

XX. 

So, as he was pursuingr of his qnest, 
He chaonat to come whereas a lolly knight 
In corert shade himselfe did safely rest. 
To aolace with his lady in delight : 
Hia warlike armes he had from him nndight ; 
For that himselfe he thought firom daunger free, 
And far from enrioas eyes that mote him spight : 
And eke the lady waa rail faire to aee, 
- And eonrteoiis withall, hecomming her degree. 

xxt. 

To whom Sir Calidore approaching nye. 
Ere they were well aware of liring wight. 
Them much abasht, but more himaelfe thereby. 
That he so rudely did uppon them light. 
And troubled haa their quiet loyes delight: 
Yet since it was his fortune, not his hmt, 
Himselfe thereof he laboured to aconite. 
And pardon crar'd for his so rash defitult. 
That he g^ainst courtesie so fowly did de&ult. 

xxn. 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 

He soone allayd that knights conceiv'd displeasure, 

That he besought him downe by him to sit. 

That they mote treat of things abrode at leasure 

And of sdventures, which had in his measure 

Of so long waies to him befidlen late. 

So downe he sate, and with delightfull pleasure 

His long adyentures gan to him relate 

Which ne endured htul through daungerous debate : 

xxm. 

Of which whitest they discoursed both together, 
The faire Serena (so his lady hight) 
Allur'd with myldnesse of the gentle wether 
And plesatlnce of the'phiee, the which was dight 
With divers flowres distinct with rare delight, 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wayering lust after her wandring sight. 
To make a garland to adome her bed. 
Without suspect of ill or daungers bidden dred. 

XXIV. 

AU sodainely out of the forrest nere 
The blatant beast forth rushing unaware 
Caught her thus loosely wandring here and there, 
And in his wide mat mouth away her bare 
Ciying aloud to anew her sad misfare 
T^to Uie knights, and calling oft for ayde ; 
Who with the hoaoar of her haplesse care 
ihr tt<iir**"g np, like men dismayde, 
dkr ftst to reskne the distressed mayde. 



xxy. 



The beast, with their pursuit incited more. 
Into the wood was bearing her ApMse 
For to have spovled her ; when UiKdore, 
Who wss more light of foote and swift in chace, 
Hmi overtooke in middest of hia race ; 
And, fiercely charging him witii all hia might, 
Forst to forgoe his pray there in the place* 
And to betue himselfe to fearefull flight ; 
For he durat not abide with Calidoce to fight. 



XXVT. 






Who nathelease, when he the ladj si 
There left on g^und, thoueh in rail eyill plight. 
Yet knowing that her knight now neire did draw, 
Staide not to succour her m that nfi^rielit. 
But follow'd fut the monster in his flight : 
Through woods and hils he foDowM him so fast. 
That he nould let him breath nor gsther spright. 
But forst him gape and gaspe, wiUi dicad aghast, 
As if his lungs and lites were nigh asunder brast. 

xxvu. 

And now by this Sir Calepine, so hight. 
Came to the place where he hia lady found 
In dolorous dismay and deadly plight. 
All in gore bloud there tumbiea on the ground. 
Having both sides through grypt with gnesly wound: 
His weapons soone from him he direw away. 
And stouping downe to her in drexy swroiind 
Uprear'd her from the ground whereon ahe lay, 
And in hia tender armes her forced up to stay. 

xxvnx. 

So well he did hia busie paines apply. 

That the faint spriffht he did revoke againe 

To her fraile mansion of mortality : 

Then up he tooke her twixt his armes twaine. 

And settine on bis steede her did suataine 

With carerall hands, soft footing her heside ; 

Till to some placeiof rest they mote attaine. 

Where she in safe assuraunce mote ahide. 

Till she recured were of those her woundea wide. 

XXIX. 

Now whenas Phoebus with hia fiery waine 

Unto his inne began to draw apace ; 

Tho, wexing weary of that toyfeaome peine. 

In travelling on foote so long a apace* 

Not wont on foote with heavy armes to trace j- 

Downe in a dale forby a rivers ayde 

He chaunst to spie a faire and stately place. 

To which he meant his weaxy atepa to guyde. 

In hope there for his love some succour to provjde. 

XXX. 

But, comming to the rivers side, he found 

That hardly passable on foote it was ; 

Therefore there stUl he stood as in a stound, 

Ne wist which way he through the foord mote pas: 

Thus whilest he was in this distressed case. 

Devising what to doe, he nigh espyde 

An armed knight approaching to the place 

With a fiure lady lincked by his syde. 

The which themselves prepard thorough the foQi^ 
to ride. ** 
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Whom Calepine saluting, as became, 

Besougbt 01 courtesie, in that his neede, 

For safe condacting of his sickely dame 

Through that same perillous foord with better beede, 

To take him up behinde.upon his steed : 

To whom that other did this taunt retume ; 

" Perdy, thou peasant knight mightst rightly reed 

Me then to be full base and evill borne, 

If I would beare behinde a burden of such income. 

xxxa. 

** But, as thou hast thy steed forlome with shame, 
So fare on foote till thou another gayne. 
And let thy lady likewise doe the same, 
Or beare her on thy backe with pleasing pa3me. 
And prove thy manhood on the billowes yayne." 
With which rude speach his lady much displeased 
Did him reprove, yet could him not restrayne, 
And would on her owne palfrey him have eased 
For pitty of hi« dame whom she saw so diseased. 

zxxni. 

Sir Calepine her thanckt ; yet, inly wroth 

Against her knight, her gentlenesse refused. 

And carelesly into the river go'th. 

As in despight to be so fowle abused 

Of a rude churle, whom often he accused 

Of fowle discourtesie, unfit for knight ; 

And, strongly wading through the waves unused. 

With speare in th' one hand stayd himselfe upright, 

Withth' other staide his lady up witb. steddy might 

xxxrv. 

And all the while that same discourteous knight 
Stood on the further bancke beholding him ; 
At whose calamity, for moi^ -despight. 
He laugbt, And mockt to see hiifi like to swim. 
But whenas Calepine came to the brim. 
And saw his carnage past that perill well. 
Looking at that same carle with teount'nance grim. 
His heart with vengeaunce inwardly did swell. 
And forth at last did breake in speadhes sharpe and 
fell: 

XXXV. 

" Unknightly knight, the blemish of that name, 
And blot of all that armes uppon them take. 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe ! I defie thee ; and here challence make. 
That thou for ever doe those armes forsake. 
And be for ever held a recreant knight, 
Unlesse thou dare, for thy deare ladies sake 
And for thine owne defence, on foote alight 
To iustifie thy fault gainst me in equall fight" 

XXXVI. 

The dastard, that did heare himselfe defyde, 
Seem'd not to weigh his threatfull words at all. 
But laught them out, as if his greater pryde 
Did scome the challenge of so base a thrall ; 
Or had no courage, or else had no gall. 
So much the more was Calepine offended, 
That him to no revenge he &rth could call. 
But both his challenge and himselfe contemned^ 
cared as a coward so to be condemned. 



xxxvu. 

But he, notight weighing what he sayd or did. 

Turned his steede about another way. 

And with bis lady to the castle rid. 

Where was his won ; ne did the other stay, 

But after went directly as he may. 

For his sicke charge some harbour there to seeke ; 

Where he arriving with the fell of day 

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers meeke 

And myld entreaty lodging did for her beseeke. 

xxxvni. 

But the rude porter that no manners bad 
Did shut the gate against him in his face. 
And entraunce boldly unto him forbad : 
Nath*lesse the knight, now in so needy case, 
Gan him entreat even with submission base, 
And humbly praid to let them in that night : 
Who to him aunswer'd, that there was no place 
Of lodg^g fit for any errant knight, 
Unlesse that with his lord he formerly did figpbt 

ZXXIX. 

" Full loth am X," quoth he, " as now at earst 

When day is spent, and rest us needeth most. 

And that this lady, both whose sides are pearst 

With wounds, is ready to forgo the ghost ; 

Ne would I gladly combate with mine host^ 

That should to me such curtesie afford, 

Unlesse that I were thereunto enforst? 

But yet aread to me, how bight thy lord. 

That doth thus strongly ward the castle of the ford." 



XL. 

" His name,'* quoth he, " if that thou list to leame. 

Is bight Sir Turpine, one of mickle might 

And manhood rare, but terrible and steame 

In all assaies to every en'ant knight. 

Because of one that wrought him fowle despight." 

" 111 seemes," sayd he, " if he so valiaunt be. 

That he should be so steme to stranger wight: 

For seldome yet did living creature see 

That curtesie and manhood ever disagree. 



XLX. 

" But go thy waies to him, and ft'o me say 

That here is at bis gate an errant knight. 

That house-rome craves ; yet would be loth t' assay 

The proofe of battell now in doubtfull night. 

Or curtesie with rudenesse to requite : 

Yet, if he needes will fight, crave leave till mome, 

And tell withall the lamentable plight 

In which this lady languisheth forlome. 

That pitty craves, as he of woman was ybome." 

XLIX. 

The groome went streightway in, and to his lord 
Declar'd the message which that knight did move ; 
Who, sitting with his lady then at bord. 
Not onely did not his demaund approve* 
But both himselfe revil'd and eke his love ; 
Albe his lady, that Blandina bight. 
Him of ungentle usage did reprove. 
And earnestly entreated that they mv^ 
Finde favour to be lodged there rar tf 
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XLUI. 

Yet woold he not penwaded be for oaght, 

Ne from his currisn will awbit reclune. 

Which answer when the rroome returning hnmght 

To Calepine, his heart dia inly flame 

With wrathful] fury for so foule a shame, 

That he could not thereof avenged bee ; 

But most for pitty of bis dearest dame, 

Whom now in deadly daunger he did see ; 

Yet had no meanes to comfort, nor procure her glee. 

XUT. 

But all in vaine ; for why ? no remedy 

He saw the present miscniefe to redresse. 

But th' utmost end perforce for to aby. 

Which that nights fortune would for him addresse. 

So downe he tooke his lady in distresse, 

And layd her undemeatb a bush to sleepe, 

Covered with cold, and wrapt in wretchednesse; 

Whiles he himselfe all night did nought but weepo. 

And wary watch about bar for her siuegard keepo. 

XLT. 

Tlie morrow next, so soone as ioyous day 

Did shew itselfe in sunn^ beames bedight, 

Serena full of dolorous dismay, 

Twixt darkenesse dread and nope of living light, 

Upreard her head to see that cheareful si^ht. 

Then Calepine, however inly wroth. 

And greedy to avenge that vile despiffht. 

Vet for the feeble ladies sake, full loth 

To make there lenger stay, forth on his ioumey go'th. 

XLVT, 

He go*th on foote all armed by her side, 
llpstayinff still herselfe uppon her steede, 
Being unTtable else alone to ride ; 
So sore her aides, so much her wounds did bleede : 
Till that at length, in his eztreamest neede. 
He ohaunat far off an armed knight to spy 
Pursuing him apace with greedy speede ; 
Whom well he wist to be some enemy, 
That meant to make advantage of hia misery. 



ZLvn. 

Wherefore he stayd, tiU that he nearer drew. 
To weet what issue would thereof betyde : 
Tho, whenas he approched nigh in vew. 
By certaine signes he plainly bun descryde 
To be the man that with such scomfull pryde 
Had him abusde and shamed yesterday : 
Therefore, misdoubting least he should misgnyde 
His former malice to some new assay. 
He cast to keepe himselfe so safely as be m&y« 

XLvni. 

By this the other came in place likewiae. 

And couching close his speare and all hU powre, 

As bent to some malicious enterprise. 

He bad him stand t' abide the bitter atoore 

Of his sore vengeaunce, or to make aroure 

Of the lewd words and deedes which he had done ; 

With that ran at him, as he would deroaze 

His life attonce ; who nought could do bat ahun 

The perill of his pride, or else be over-nuu 

xuz. 

Yet he him still pursew'd from place to place, 

With full intent nim cruelly to kill. 

And like a wilde goate round about did chace 

Flying the fury of his bloudy will : 

But his best succour and remg^ was still 

Behind his ladies back ; who to him cryde. 

And called oft with prayers loud and shrill. 

As ever he to lady was affyde, 

To spare her knight, and rest with reason pacifyde : 



But he the more thereby enraged was. 

And with more eager felnesse him pursew'd ; 

So that at length, after long wesrf chace. 

Having by chaunce a dose advantage vew'd. 

He over-raught him, having long eachew'd 

His violence in vaine ; and with his spere 

Strooke through his shoulder, that the blood easew'd 

In great aboundance, as a well it were. 

That forth out of an hill fresh gushing did appeie. 



LI. 

Yet oeut he not for all that oruell wound. 

But chaste him still for all his ladiea ciy ; 

Not aatis^de till on the fatall ground 

He saw his life powrd forth despiteously ; 

The which waa certea in great ieopardy. 

Had not a wondroua chaunce his reskue wrought. 

And saved from his cruell villany. 

Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought : 

That in another canto ahall to end be brought. 
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CANTO IV. 

Calepine by a salvage maa 
From Turpine reskewed is ; 

And, whylest an infaat from a be are 
He saves, his love doth misse. 



I. 



I..IKE as a ship with dreadfall storme long tost, 
Having spent all her mastes and her groundhold. 
Now farre from harbour likely to be lost, 
At last some fisher-barke doth neare behold, 
That giveth comfort to her courage cold ; 
Such was the state of this most courteous knight 
Being oppressed by that faytour bold, 
That he remayned in most perilous plight, 
And his sad ladie left in pitifull affiight : 



II. 

Till that, by fortune passing all foresight, 

A salvage roan, which in those woods did wonne, 

Drawne with that ladies loud and piteous shright 

Toward the same incessantly did ronne 

To understand what there was to be donne : 

There he this most discourteous craven found 

As fiercely yet, as when he first begonne. 

Chasing the gentle Calepine around, 

Ne sparing Mm the more for all his grievous wound. 

III. 

The salvage man, that never till this houre 
Did taste of pittie, neither gentlesse knew. 
Seeing his sharpe assault and cruell stoure 
Was much emmoved at his perils vew. 
That even his ruder hart began to rew, 
And feele compassion of his evill plight, 
Against his foe that did him so pursew ; 
From whom he meant to free him, if he might. 
And him avenge of that so villenous despight. 

IV. 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 

Ne knew the use of warlike instruments. 

Save such as sudden rage him lent to smite , 

But naked, without needfull vestiments 

To clad his corpse with meete habiliments, 

He cared not for dint of sword nor speere, 

No more then for the stroke of strawes or bents : 

For from his mothers wombe, which him did beare, 

He was invulnerable made by magicke leare. 



V. 

He stayed not t'advize which way were best 

His foe t'assayle, or how himselfe to gard, 

But with fierce fury and with force infest 

Upon him ran : who being well prepard 

His first assault full warily did ward, 

And with the push of his sharp-pointed speare 

Full on the breast him strooke, so strong and hard 

That forst him backe recoyle and reele areare ; 

Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud appeare. 



VI. 



With that the wyld man more enraged grew. 

Like to a tygre that hath mist his pray. 

And with mad moode againe upon him flew, * 

Regarding neither speare that mote him slay, 

Nor his fierce steed that mote him much dismay . 

The salvage nation doth all dread despize : 

Tho on his shield he griple hold did lay. 

And held the same so hard, that by no wize 

He could him force to loose, or leave his enterprise. 



vn. 

Long did he wrest and wring it to and fro. 

And every way did try, but all in vaine ; 

For he would not his greedie grype forgoe. 

But hayld and puld with all his might and maine, 

That from his steed him nigh he drew againe : 

Who having now no use of his long speare 

So nigh at hand, nor force his shield to straine. 

Both speare and shield, as things that needlesse 

were, 
He quite forsooke, and fled himselfe away for feare. 

vin. 

But after him the wyld man ran apace, 

And him pursewed with imp6rtune speed. 

For he was swift as any bucke in chace ; 

And, had he not in his extreamest need 

Bene helped through the swiftnesse of his steed^ 

He had him overtaken in his flight. 

Who, ever as he saw him nigh succeed, 

Gan cry'aloud with horrible afifright. 

And smrieked out ; a thing uncomely for a knight. 



iz. 

But, when the salvage saw his labour vaine 

In following of him that fled so fast. 

He wearie woxe, and backe returned agaiue 

With speede unto the place, whereas he last 

Had left that couple nere their utmost cast : 

There he that knight full sorely bleeding found 

And eke the ladie fearefully aghast. 

Both for the perill of the present stound, 

And also for the sharpnesse of her rankling wound ; 

X. 

For though she were right glad so rid to bee 
From that vile lozell which her late offended ; 
Yet now no lesse encombrance she did see 
And perill, by this salvage man pretended ; 
Gainst whom she saw no meanes to be defended 
By reason that her knight was wounded sore: 
Therefore herselfe she wholy recommended 
To Gods sole grace, whom she did oft implore 
To send her succour, being of all hope forlore 
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XI. 

But the wyld man, contrdrie to her feare, 
Came to her creeping like a fawning hound. 
And by rude tokens made to her appeare 
His deepe compassion of her dolemll stound, 
Kissing his hands, and crouching to the ground ; 
For other language had he none nor speach, 
But a soft murmure and confused sound 
Of senselesse words (which nature did him teach 
T' expresse hia passions) which his reason did em- 
peach: 

XII. 

And comming likewise to the wounded knight. 
When he beheld the streames of purple blood 
Yet flowing fresh, as moved with the sight. 
He made great mono after his salvage mood ; 
And, running streight into the thickest wood, 
A certaine herbe from thence unto him brought. 
Whose vertue he by use well understood ; 
The iuyce whereof into his wound he wrought, 
And stopt the bleeding straight, ere he it staunched 
thought. 

xui. 

Then taking up that recreants shield and speare. 

Which earst he left, he signes unto them made 

With him to wend unto his wonning neare ; 

To which he easily did them perswade. 

Farre in the forrest, by a hollow glade 

Covered with mossie shrubs, which spredding brode 

Did underneath them make a gloomy shade. 

Where foot o£ living creature never trode, 

Ne scarse wyld beasts durst come, there was this 



wights abode. 



XIV. 



Thither he brought these unacquainted guests ; 
To whom faire semblance, as he could, he shewed 
By signes, by lookes, and all his other gests : 
But the bare ground with hoarie mosse bestrowed 
Must be their bed ; their pillow was unsowed ; 
And the frutes of the forrest was their feast : 
For their bad stuard neither ploughed nor sowed, 
Ne fed on flesh, ne ever of wyld beast 
Did taste the bloud, obaying natures first beheast. 

XV. 

Yet, howsoever base and meane it were, 
The^ tooke it well, and thanked God for all, 
Which had them freed from that deadly feare. 
And sav'd from being to that caytive thrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were themselves awhile to rest, 
Glad of that easement, though it were but small ; 
That, having there their wounds awhile redrest, 
They mote the abler be to passe unto tiie rest. 

XVI. 

During which time that wyld man did apply 
Hit best endevour and his daily paine 
In seeking all the woods both farre and nye [faine 
For herbes to dresse their wounds; still seeming 
When ought he did, that did their lyking s^aine. 
Bo as ere long he bad that knightes wound 
Recured well, and made him whole againe : 
But that same ladies hurts no herbe he found 
Which could redresse, for it was inwardly unsound. 



xvn. 

Now whenas Calepine was woxen strong. 

Upon a day he cast abrode to wend. 

To take the ayre and heare the thrushes song, 

Unarm'd, as fearing neither foe nor frend. 

And without sword his person to defend ; 

There him befell, unlooked for before. 

An hard adventure with unhappie end, 

A cruell beare, the which an in^nt bore. 

Betwixt his bloodie iawes, besprinckled all with gon. 

xvur. 

The litle babe did loudly scrike and squall, 
And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill. 
As if his cry did meane for to helpe to call 
To Calepine, whose eares those shrieches shrill, 
Percing his hart, with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him he ran with zealous haste 
To rescue th' infSuit, ere he did him kill : 
Whom though he saw now somewhat overpast, 
Yet by the cry he followed, and pursewed fast. 



XIX. 

Well then him chaunst his heavy armes to want, 
Whose burden mote empeach his needful speed, 
And hinder him from libertie to pant : 
For having long time, as his deadly weed. 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need, 
Now wanting them he felt himselfe so light. 
That like an hauke, which feeling berselfe freed 
From bels and iessies which did let her flight. 
Him seem'd his feet did fly and in their speed delight 

XX. 

So well he sped him, that the wearie beare 
Ere lone he overtooke and forst to stay ; 
And, without weapon him assayling neare, 
Compeld him soone the spoyle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the beast enrag'd to loose his pray 
Upon him turned, and, with needie force 
And furie, to be crossed in his way. 
Gaping fiiU wyde, did thinke without remorso 
To be aveng*d on him, and to devoore his corse. 

XXI. 

But the bold knight no whit thereat dismayd. 

But catchine^ up m hand a ragged stone 

Which lay mereby (so fortune him did ayde) 

Upon him ran, and thrust it all attone 

Into his gaping throte, that made him grone 

And gaspe for breath, that he nigh choked was, 

Being unable to digest that bone ; 

Ne could it upward come, nor downward passe, 

Ne could he brookethe coldnesse of the stony massft 

ZXII. 

Whom whenas he thus combred did behold, 
Stryving in vaine that nigh his bowels brast. 
He with him closd, and, lajring mightie hold 
Upon his tlirote, did gripe his gorge so fast. 
That wanting breath him downe to ground he cait ; 
And, then oppressing him with urgent paine. 
Ere long enforst to breath his utmost blast. 
Gnashing his cruell teeth at him in vaine. 
And threatning his sharpe clawes, now wintiif 
powre to atraine. 
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XXXV, 



* If tliat the caose of thU your hmguuhment 
Be lacke of children to supply your place, 
I.o ! how good fortune doth to you preseut 
This litle habe, of aweete and lovely face, 
\ud spotlf site spirit in which ye mav enchace 
Whatever formes ye list thereto apply. 
Being now soft and fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye list him traine in chevalry. 
Or noursle up in lore of leam*d philosophy 



XZXVI. 

" And, cerfes, it hath oftentimes bene seene. 
That of the like, whose linage was uuknowne. 
More brave and nuble knights have raysed beene 
( As their victorious deedes have often showen. 
Being with fame through many nations blowen,) 
llien those which have bene dandled in the lap. 
I'berefore some thought that those brave imps were 

sowen 
Here by the gods, and fed with heavenly sap. 
That made them grow so high t' all honorable hap." 

ZXZVII. 

I'he ladie, hearlcning to his sensefull speach, 
Found nothing that he said unmeet nor geason, 
Having oft seene it tryde as he did teach : 
Therefore iuclyning to his goodly reason. 
Agreeing well both with the place and season. 
She gladly did of that same babe accept. 
As of her owne by liverey and seisin ; 
Andy having ovm* it a little wept. 
She bore it thence, and ever as her owne it kept. 



XXZVIII. 

Right glad was Calepine to be so rid 
Of his young charge whereof he skilled nought ; 
Ne she lesse glad ; for she so wrisely did. 
And with her husband under hand so wrought. 
That when that infant unto him she brought. 
She made him think it surely was his owne ; 
And it in goodly thewes so well upbrought. 
That it became a famous knight well knowne. 
And did right noble deedet , the which elswhere «re 
showne. 

ZZZDU 

But Calepine, now being left alone 

Under the greenewoods side in sorie pl%fat, 

Wlthouten armes or steede to ride upon. 

Or house to hide his head htmi bearens mpight ; 

Aibe that dame, by all the meaoea she might. 

Him oft desired home with her to wend. 

And offred him, his courtesie to isq[«ila 

Both horse and armes and whstso else to lend. 

Yet he them allrefusd, though thsakt her as a (rend; 



I 



xu 

And, for exceeding grieie which inlj grew. 
That he his love so lucklesse now had lost. 
On the cold ground mangre himselfe he thiew 
For fell de8{nght, to be so sorely crost ; 
And there all night himselfe in ang^niah tost. 
Vowing that never he in bed againe 
His Umbes would rest, lie hg in ease embost. 
Till that his ladies sight be mote attaine. 
Or understand that she in safetie did remaioe. 



CANTO V. 

The salvage serves Serena well. 
Till she Prince Arthure fynd ; 

Who her, together with his squyre. 
With th* Heraitt leaves bebynd. 



O WHAT an easie thing is to descry 
The gentle bloud, however it be wrapt 
In sad misfortunes foule defoimitj 
And wretched sanowes^ which have often hiqpt ! 
For bowsoevor it may grow mis-shapt. 
Like this wyM man being nndisciplynd. 
That to aU value it may seeme un^ ; 
Yet wiU it shew aome sparkes of gentle mrnd. 
And at the last breaks fbith in his owne proper 
kynd. 

It. 

That plainelv may in this wyld aian be rvd» 

Who, thottglk he weie still in this d<^($«Hrt wo«xl. 

Meng^ sslva^ beasts^ both rud«W borue and bred, 

Ne ever saw tuire suiae^ ne Warw^l srood. 

Yet shewd some ti^en of his gentle bkKxi 

By gentle usage of that wrHchitd daafee : 

For certes he was borue of noUe Uood» 

However bv hard hap he hetber came ; 

As fs may \aow, vhiNi time 4wiUb«ti»WU the 



Who, whenas now long time be l«^]^/ed had 
The good Sir Calepine, that fivre was strayd. 
Did wexe exceeding so no w fu ll and sad. 
As he of setae aiisfortone were m&myd ; 
And, leaving there tins Isdie aU diamajd. 
Went forth streightwaj into the forrest wyde 
To se^e if he perdiaace asleep were lajcf. 
Or whatso else were onto Jun betyde : [tf!^ 

He sought him hxn and acare^ yet hm| no wba*'' 



IT. 



Tho, backe retaining to that sorie flame. 
He shewed sembbnt of ezceedin^ mone 
By speaking signes, as he them best could &»* i 
Now wris^ing boch his wretched hands in o» 
Now beating his hard head upon a stone 
That ruth it was to see him so lament : 
Bt which she well perceiving wrbat was doae^ 
Gaa teare her bajre, and aQ her garments rest. 
And beat her bmst, and ptteooalj herseUe 
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XVII. 



Securely he did after him punew. 

Thinking hj speed to overtake his flight ; [drew» 

\\ ho through tnicke woods and brakes and briers him 

To weary him the more and waste his spight. 

So that he now has aknost spent his spnght ; 

Till that at length unto a wood^ glade 

He came, whose covert stopt his further sight ; 

There his three foes shrowded in guileful! shade 

Out of their ambush broke, and gan him to invade. 

jLvnt. 

Sharpely they all attonce did him assaile, 
Burning witn inward rancour and despight, 
And heaped strokes did round about him haile 
Willi so huge force, that seemed nothing might 
Beare off their blowes from piercing thorough quite : 
Yet he them all so warily did ward, 
That none of them in his soft flesh did bite ; 
And all the while his backe for best safegard 
He lent against a tree, that backeward onset bard. 

nix. 

Like a wvlde bull, that, being at a bay, 

Is bay ted of a mastifife and a hound 

And a curre-dog, that doe him sharpe assay 

On every side, and beat about him round ; 

But most that curre, barking with bitter sownd. 

And creeping-etill behinde, doth him incomber, 

Tliat in his chauffe he digs the trampled ground. 

And threats his horns, and bellowes like the thonder : 

So did that squire his foes disperse and drive asonder. 

XX. 

Him well 1>ehoved so ; for bis three foes 
Sought to encompasse him on every side. 
And dangerously did round about enclose : 
But, most of all, Defetto him annoyde. 
Creeping behinde him still to have destroyde ; 
So did Decetto eke him circumvent ; 
But stout Despetto in his greater pryde 
Did front him, face to face against him bent : 
Vet he them all withstood, and often made relent. 

xxr. 

Till that at length nigh tyrd with former chace. 
And weary now with caretuU keeping ward. 
He gan to shrinke and somewhat to give place, 
Full like ere long to have escaped hard ; 
Whenas unwares he in the Forrest heard 
A trampling steede, that with his neighing fast 
Did wame his rider be uppon his gard ; 
With noise whereof the squire, now nigh aghast 
Revived was, and sad dispaire away did cast. 

Xxir 

Eftsoones he spide a knight approching nye ; 

Who, seeing one in so great daunger set 

Mongst many foes, himself did faster hye 

To reskue him, and his weake part abet. 

For pitty so to see him overset : 

Whom soone as his three enemies did vew. 

They fled, and fast into the wood did get : 

Him booted not to thinke them to pursew ; 

'"be covert was so thicke, that did no passage shew. 



Then, turning to that swai^e, him well he knew 
To be his Timias, his owne true squire ; 
Whereof exceeding glad, he to him diew* 
And, him embracing twixt his armes entire. 
Him thus bespake ; " My liefe, my lifes d^ire. 
Why have ye me aJone thus long yl^? 
Tell me what world's despight, or hearens yre. 
Hath you thus lonK away fnm me bereft ? 
Where have ye all this while bin WMidring, where 
bene weft?" 

zxiv. 

With that he sighed deepe for inward tyne : 
To whom the squire nought annswered againe. 
But, shedding few soft tearea fiom tender eyne, 
His dear affect with silence did restraine. 
And shut up all his plaint in privy peme. 
There they awhile some gracious speeches spent. 
As to them seem'd fit time to entertasne: 
After all which up to their steedes they went. 
And forth together rode, a comely oouplement. 

xxr. 

So now they be arrived both in eight 
Of this wyid man, whom they fiill busie found 
About the sad Serena things to dight. 
With those brave armours lying on. the g^und. 
That seem*d the spoile of some ri^t wdl reoownd, 
Which when that squire behdd, he to than stept 
Thinking to take them from that hylding hound; 
But he it seeing lightly to him lept. 
And stemely with strong hand it &Ofm his handling 
kept. 

zxvt. 

Gnashing his grinded teeth with griesly looke. 
And sparkling fire out of his furious eyne. 
Him with his fist unwares on th' head he strooke. 
That made him downe unto the earth encline ; 
Whence soone upstarting, much he gan i^ine. 
And laving hand uppon his wrathfuU blade 
Thought there withall forthwith him to have slaiae; 
Who it perceiving hand upon him layd, , 

And greedily him griping his aTengement stqrd. j 



xxvit. 

With that aloude the faire Serena cryde 
Unto the knight, them to dispart in twaine r 
Who to them stepping did theni soone divide, 
And did from furtner violence restraine, 
Albe the wyld man hardly would refraine. 
Then gan the prince of her for to demand 
What and from whence she was; and by whattiai* 
She fell into that salvage villaines hand * 
And whether free with him she now were orinW 

xxvm. 

To whom she thus ; " I am, as now^ ye see, 
The wretchedst dame that lives this day on' grae^l 
Who both in minde (the which moat grieveth o'if 
And body have receiv'd a mortall wound. 
That hath me driven to this drery atound! 
I was erewhile the love of Calepine ; 
Who whether he alive be to be found 
Or by some deadly chaunce be done to pine, 
bince I him lately lost, uneath is to define 
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XXIX. 

** In salvage forrest I him lost of late. 
Where I had surely long ere this bene dead, 
Or else remained in most wretched state. 
Had not this wylde man in that wofull stead 
Kept and delivered me from deadly dread. 
In such a salvage wight, of brutish kynd. 
Amongst wilde beastes in desert forrests bred. 
It is most straunge and wonderful to fynd 
So milde humanity and perfect gentle mynd. 

XXX. 

•' Let me therefore this favour for him £nde, 
That ye will not your wrath upon hmi wreake, 
Sith he cannot expresse his simple minde, 
Ne yours conceive, ne but by tokens speake: 
Small praise to prove your powre on wight so 

weake !" 
With such faire w*ords she did their heate asswage. 
And the strong course of their displeasure breake. 
That they to pitty turnd their former rage. 
And each sought to supply the office of her page. 

XZXI. 

So, having all things well about her dight. 
She on her way cast forward to proceede ; 
And they her forth conducted, where they might 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her great neede : 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed : 
And eke this squire, who likewise wounded was 
Of tliat same monster late, for lacke of heed 
Now gan to faint, and further could not pas 
Tlirough feeblenesse, which all his limbes oppressed 
has. 

XXXII. 

So forth they rode together all in troupe 

To seeke some place, the which mote yeeld some ease 

To these sicke twaine that now began to droupe : 

And all the way the prince sought to appease 

The bitter anguish of their sharpe disease 

By all the courteous meanes he could invent ; 

Somewhile with merry purpose, fit to please. 

And otherwhile with good encouragement. 

To make them to endure the pains did them torment. 

xxxni. 

Mongst which, Serena did to him relate 

The foule discourt'sies and unknightly parts. 

Which Turpine had unto her shewed late 

Without compassion of her cruell smarts : 

Although Blandina did with all her arts 

Him otherwise perswade all that she might. 

Yet he of malice, without her desarts. 

Not onely her excluded late at night. 

But also trayterously did wound her weary knight. 

XXXIV. 

Wherewith the prince sore moved there avoud 

That, soone as he returned backe againe, 

He would avenge th' abuses of that proud 

And shameful Iniight, of whom she did complaine. 

This wize did they each other entertaine 

To passe the tedious travell of the way : 

Till towards night they came unto a plaine, 

By which a little hermitage there lay, 

Far from all neighbourhood, the which annoy it may. 



zxxv. 

And nigh thereto a little chappel stoode. 
Which being all with y vy overspred 
Deckt all the roofe, and, shadowing the roode, 
Seem'd like a grove faire braunched over hed : 
Therein the hermite, which his life here led 
In streight observaunce of religious vow. 
Was wont his howres and holy things to bed , 
And therein he likewise was prajring now, 
Whenas these knights arrived, they wist not where 
nor how. 

XXXVI. 

They stayd not there, but streightway in did pas r 
Whom when the hermite present saw in place, 
From his devotion streight he troubled was ; 
Wliich breaking off he toward them did pace 
With stayed steps and grave beseeming grace : 
For well it seem'd that whilome he had beene 
Some goodly person, and of gentle race, 
That could his good to all ; and well did weene 
How each to entertaine with curt'sie well beseene 



xxxvn. 

And soothly it was sayd by common fame. 
So long as age enabled him thereto, 
That he had bene a man of mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe : 
But being aged now, and weary to 
Of warres delight and worlds contentious toyle. 
The name of knighthood he did disavow ; 
And, hanging up his armes and warlike spoyle, 
From all this worlds incombrance did himselfe 
assoyle. 

XXXVIII. 

He thence them led into his hermitage. 
Letting their steedes to graze upon the greene : 
Small was his house, and, like a little cage. 
For his owne tame; yet inly neate and clene, 
Deckt with greene boughes and flowers gay beseene : 
Therein he them full raire did entertaine 
Not with such forged showes, as fitter beene 
For courting fooles that curtesies would faine 
But with entire affection and appearaunce plaine. 

XXXIX. 

Yet was their fare but homely, such as hee 
Did use his feeble body to sustaine ; 
The which full gladly they did take in glee. 
Such as it was, ne did of want complaine. 
But, being well suffiz'd, them rested faine : 
But fair Serene all night could take no rest, 
Ne yet that gentle squire, for grievous painA 
Of their late woundes, the which the blatant beast 
Had given them, whose griefe through suffraunce 
sore incieast. 

XL. 

So all that night they past in great disease. 
Till that the morning, bringing earely light 
To guide mens labours, brought them also ease, 
And some asswagement of their painefull plight. 
Then up they rose, and gan themselves to dight 
Unto their ioumey ; but that squire and dajor^^ 
So faint and feeble were, that they ne ml^* 
Endure to travell, nor one foote to fragf^ gg^ . jt . 
Their hearts were sicke; their side^ ^. * 

feete were lame. 
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XLf. 

Therefore the prince, whom great affaires in tnjnd 
Would not permit to make there lenger stay. 
Was forced there to leare them both behynd 
In that good hermits charge, whom he did pray 
To tend them well : So forth he went his way. 
And with him eke the salrage (that whyleare 
Seeing his royal usage and array 
Was greatlv growne in love of that brave pere) 
Would needes depart ', as shall declared be elsewhere. 



I 



CANTO VI. 

The hermite heales both squire and d:mie 

Of their sore maladies : 
He Turpine doth defeate and shame 

For his late Tillanies. 



f. 

No wound, which warlike hand of enemy 

Inflicts wiUi dint of sword, so sore doth light 

As doth the poysnous sting, which infamy 

lofixeth in the name of noble wight : 

For, by no art nor any leaches might. 

It ever can recured be againe ; 

Ne all the skill, which that immortall spright 

Of Podaljrrius did in it retains. 

Can remedy such hurts ; such hurts are hellish paine. 



ti. 

Such were the wounds the which that blatant beast 
IVlade in the bodies of that squire and dame ; 
And, being such, were now much more increast 
For want of taking heede unto the same, 
I'hat now corrupt and curelesse they became : 
Ilowbe that carefull hermite did his best. 
With many kindes of medicines meete, to tame 
I'he poysnous humour which did most infest 
Their ranckling wounds, and every day them duely 
drest 

III. 

For he right well in leaches craft was scene.} 
And, through the long experience of his dayes. 
Which had in many fortunes tossed beene 
And past through many perillous assayes. 
He knew the diverse went of mortall wayes. 
And in the mindes of men had great insight ; 
Which with sage counsell, when they went astray, 
He could enforme, and them reduce aright ; 
And all the passions heale, which wound the weaker 
spright. 

IV. 

For whylome he had bene a doughty knight, 
As any one that lived in his daies. 
And proved oft in many perillous fight. 
In which he grace and glory wonne alwaies, 
And in all battels bore away the baies : 
*?^ being now attacht with timely age, 
^ to^^^'y of this worlds unquiet waies, 
t ^ v:-jj»iinselfe unto this hermitage, 

Mv*d alone, like carelesse bird in cage. 



One day, as he was searching of tbeir wounds. 
He found that they had festred privily ; 
And, ranckling inward with anruly stounds, 
llie inner parts now ean to putrify. 
That quite they seem d past helpe of surgery ; 
And rather needed to be disciplmde 
With holesome reede of sad sobriety. 
To rule the stubborne rage of passion blinde : 
Give talve to every tore, but courueU to ih^ miude, 

VI. 

So, taking them apart into his cell, 

He to that point fit speeches gan to frame, ' 

As he the art of words knew wondrous well. 

And eke could doe as well as say the same ; 

And thus he to them sayd ; " Faire daughter dame, 

And you, faire sonne, which here thus long now li« 

In piteous languor since ye hither came j 

In vaine of me ye hope for remedie. 

And I likewise in vaine doe salTes to you applie ■ 

VII. 

" For in yourselfe your onely helpe doth lie 
To heale yourselves, and must proceed alone 
From your owne will to cure your maladie. 
Who can him cure that will be cur*d of none 1 
If therefore healtli ye seeke, observe this one : 
First leame your outward senses to refraine 
From things that stirre up fraile affection ; 
Your eies, your eares, your tongue, your talk restrai* 
From that they most affect, and in due termes ooo- 
taine. 

vui. 

" For from tliose outward sences, ill affected, 
The seede of all this evill first doth spf in*. 
Which at the first, before it had infected. 
Mote easie be supprest with little tbiii^ : 
But, being growen strong, it forth doth brin"" 
Sorrow, and anguish, and impatient puine. 
In th' iimer parts ; and lastly, scattering 
Contagious poyson close through every vaine, 
It never rests till it have wrought his iiuull buua. 
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IX. 

•* For that beastes teeth, which wounded you tofore. 

Are so exceeding renemous and keene, 

Made all of rusty yron ranckling sore, 

That, where they bite, it booteth not to weene 

With salve, or antidote, or other mene. 

It ever to amend : ne marvaile ought ; 

For that same beast was bred of hellish strene, 

And long in darksome stygian den upbrought. 

Begot of foule Echidna, as in bookes is taught. 



X. 

" Echidna is a monster direfull dred. 
Whom gods doe hate, and heavens abhor to see ; 
So hideous is her shape, so huge her bed, 
That even the hellish fiends affrighted bee 
At sight thereof, and from her presence flee : 
Yet did her face and former parts professe 
A faire young mayden, full of comely glee ; 
But all her hinder parts did plaine expresse 
A monstrous dragon, full of fearful! uglinesse. 



XI. 

"To her the gods, for her so dreadfull face, 
In fearefuU darknesse, furthest from the skie 
And from the earth, appointed have her place 
Mongst rocks and caves, where she enrold doth lie 
In hideous horrour and obscurity. 
Wasting the strength of her immortall age : 
There did Typhaon with her company ; 
Cruell Tjrphaon, whose tempestuous rage 
Makes th' heavens tremble oft, and him with vowes 



asswage. 



XII. 



*< Of that commixtion they did then beget 
This hellish dog, that hight the blatant beast ; 
A wicked monster, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainst all, both good and bad, both most and least, 

. And pours his poysnous gall forth to infest 
• The noblest wights with notable defame : 
Ne ever knight that bore so lofty creast, 
Ne ever lady of so honest name, 

. But he them spotted with reproch, or secrete shame. 



xni. 

*' In vaine therefore it were with medicine 

To goe about to salve such kind of sore, 

That rather needes wise read and discipline 

I'hen outward salves that may augment it more." 

** Aye me!" sayd then Serena, sighing sore, 

*' What hope of helpe doth then for us remaine, 

If that no salves may us to health restore !" 

" j>ut sith we need good counsell," sayd the swaine, 

" Aread, good sire, some counsell that may us sustaine." 

XIV. 

" The best," sayd he, "that I can you advize, 

]s, to avoide th' occasion of the ill : 

For when the cause, whence evill doth arize, 

Hemoved is, th' effect surceaseth still. 

Abstaine from pleasure, and restraine your will ; 

gubdue desire, and bridle loose delight ; 

Use scanted diet, and forbeare your fill -, 

Shun secresie, and talke in open sight : 

So shall you soone repaire your present evill plight." 



XV. 

Thus having sayd, his sickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his grave beheast. 
And kept so well his wise commaundements, 
That in short space their malady was ceast. 
And eke the biting of that hannefuU beast 
Was throughly heal'd. Tho when they did perceavt 
Their wounds recur'd, and forces reincreast. 
Of that good hermite both they tooke their leave, 
And went both on their way, ne ech would oth« 
leave : 

XVI. 

But each the other vow'd t'accompany : 

The lady, for that she was much in dred. 

Now left alone m great extremity ; 

The squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 

Would not her leave alone in her great need. 

So both together traveld, till they met 

With a faire mayden clad in mourning weed. 

Upon a mangy lade unmeetely set, 

And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and w > 

xvri. 

But by what meanes that shame to her befell, 
And how thereof herselfe she did acquite> 
I must a while forbeare to you to tell ; 
Till that, as comes by course, I doe recite 
What fortune to the Briton prince did lite. 
Pursuing that proud knight, the which whileare 
Wrought to Sir Calepine so foule despight ; 
And eke bis lady, though she sickly were. 
So lewdly had abusde, as ye did lately heare. 

XVIII. 

The prince, according to the former token, 
Which faire Serena to him delivered had, 
Pursued him streight ; in mynd to bene ywrokei 
Of all the vile demeane and usage bad. 
With which he had those two so ill bestad : 
Ne wight with him on that adventure went. 
But that wylde man ; whom though he oft forbad. 
Yet for no bidding, nor for being shent. 
Would he restrained be from his attendement. 



XIX. 

Arriving there, as did by chaunce befall. 
He found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode, 
Ne stayd, till Uiat he came into the hall ; 
Where soft dismounting, like a weary lode. 
Upon the ground with feeble feete he trode. 
As he unable were for very neede 
To move one foote, but there must make abode; 
The whyles the salvage man did take his steede 
And in some stable neare did set him up to feedc 



XX. 

Ere long to him a homely groome there came. 
That in rude wise him asked what he was. 
That durst so boldly, without let or shame . 
Into his lords forbidden hall to passe : 
To whom the prince, him fayning to embase, 
Mylde answer made, he was an errant knight. 
The which was fieill'n into this feeble case 
Through many wounds, which lately he in fight 
Keceived had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight. 
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But he, the more outrageous and bold 
Sternely did bid him quickely thence avaunt. 
Or deare aby ; for why ? his lord of old 
Did hate all errant knights M-hich there did haunt, 
Ne lodging would to any of them graunt ; 
And thereK>re lightly bad him packe away. 
Not 8i)aring him wiUi bitter words to taunt ; 
And therewithal 1 rude hand on him did lay. 
To thrust him out of dore doing his worst assay. 



XXII. 



Which when the salvage comming now iii place 

Beheld, eftsoones he all enraged grew, 

And, running streight upon that villaine base. 

Like a fell lion at hmi fiercely flew. 

And with his teeth and nailes, in present vew. 

Him rudely rent and all to peeces tore ; 

So miserably him all helpelesse slew. 

That with the noise, whilest he did loudly rore. 

The people of the house rose forth in great uprore. 



XXIII. 



Who when on g^und they saw their fellow slaine, 

And that same knight and salvage standing by. 

Upon them two they fell with might and maine. 

And on them layd so huge and horribly. 

As if they would have slaine them presently : 

But the bold prince defended him so well, 

And their assault withstood so mightily. 

That, maugre all their might, he did repell [fell. 

And beat them back, whilst many underneath him 



XXIV. 

Yet he them still so sharpely did pursew, 
That few of them he left alive, which fled, 
Those evill tidings to their lord to shew : 
Who, hearing how his people badly sped, 
Came forth in hast ; where whenas with the dead 
He saw the ground all strow'd, and that same knight 
And salvage with their bloud fresh steeming red. 
He woxe nigh mad with wrath and fell despight. 
And with reproachful! words him thus bespake on 
hight ; 

xxv. 

" Art thou he, traytor, that with treason vile 

Hast slaine my men in this unmanly maner. 

And now triiimphest in the piteous spoile 

Of these poore folk, whose soules with black dishonor 

And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy baner ? 

The meede whereof shall shortly be thy shame, 

And wretched end which still attendeth on her." 

With that himselfe to battell he did frame ; 

So did his forty yeomen, w^hich there with him camo. 

XX VI. 

With dreadfull force they all did him assaile, 
And round about with boystrous strokes oppresse, 
That on his shield did rattle like to haile 
In a great tempest ; that in such distresse 
He wist not to which side him to addresse : 
And evermore that craven cowherd knight 
Was at his backe with heartlesse heedinfsso. 
Way ting if he un wares him murlher might : 
I'or cawardize doth still in villany delight. 



XXVII. 

Whereof whenas the prince was well aware. 

He to him tumd with furious intent. 

And him against his powre gan to prepare ; 

Like a fierce bull, that being busie bent 

To fight with many foes about him ment. 

Feeling some curre behinde his heeles to bite, 

Tumes him about with fell avengement : 

So likewise tnmde the prince upon the knight. 

And layd at him amaine with all his will and might. 

XXVIII. 

Who, when he once his dreadfull strokes had tasted, 

Durst not the furie of his force abyde. 

But turned abacke, and to retyre Imn hasted n»yde : 

Through the thick prease, there thinking him to 

But, when the prince had once him plainely eyde, 

He foot by foot him followed alway, 

Ne would him sufler once to shrinke asyde ; 

But, ioyning close, huge lode at him did lay ; 

Who flying still did ward, and warding fly away. 

XZIX. 

But, when his foe he still so eger saw. 

Unto his heeles himselfe he did betake. 

Hoping unto some refuge to withdraw : 

Ne would the prince him ever foot forsake 

Whereso he went, but after him did make. 

He fled from roome to roome, from place to place, 

Whylest every iojmt for dread of death did quake, 

Still looking after him that did him chase; 

That made him evermore increase his speedie pace. 

XXX 

At last he up into the chamber came 

Whereas his love was sitting all alone, 

Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 

There did tlie prince him overtake anone 

Crying in vaine to her him to bemone ; 

And with his sword him on the head did smyte. 

That to the ground he fell in senselesse swone : 

Yet, whether thwart or flatly it did lytje. 

The tempred Steele did not into his bra3niepan byte. < 

XXXI. 

Which when the ladie saw, with great affright 

She starting up began to shrieke aloud ; 

And, with her garment covering him from sight, 

Seem'd under her protection him to shroud ; 

And, falling lowly at his feet, her bowd 

Upon her knee, in treating him for grace. 

And often him besought, and prayd, and vowd ; 

That, with the ruth of her so wretched case. 

He stayd his second strooke and did bis hand abas<>. 

XXXII. 

Her weed she then withdrawing did him discover; 
Who now come to himselfe yet would not rise. 
But still did lie as dead, and quake, and quiver. 
That even the prince his baseness did despise ; 
And eke his dame, him seeing in such guise, 
Gan him recomfort and from ground to reare : 
Who rising up at last in ghastly wize. 
Like troubled ghost, did dreadfully appears. 
As one tliat hud no life him left through former fe«r» 
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XXX rir. 

Whom when the prince so deadly saw dismayd, 
He for such basenesse shamefally him shent. 
And with sharpe words did bitterly upbrayd ; 
" Vile cowheard dogge, now doe I much repent. 
That ever I this life unto thee lent, 
Whereof thou caytire so unworthie art, 
That both thy love, for lacke of hardiment. 
And eke thyselfe for want of manly hart, 
And eke all knights hast shamed with this knightlesse 
part. 

xxziv. 

" Yet further hast thou heaped shame to shame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard feare : 
For first it was to thee reprochfuU blame, 
T' erect this wicked custome, which I heare 
Gainst errant knights and ladies thou dost reare ; 
W^hom when thou mayst thou dost of arms despoile, 
Or of their upper garment which they weare : 
Yet doest thou not with manhood, but with guile, 
Maintaine this evil use, thy foes thereby to foile. 



XXXV. 



tt 



And lastly, in approvance of thy wrong. 
To shew such faintnesse and foule cowardize 
Is greatest shame ; for oft it falles, that strong 
And valiant knights doe rashly enterprize 
Either for fame, or else for exercize, 
A wrongful 1 quarrell to maintaine by fight ; 
Yet have through prowesse and their brave emprize 
Gotten great worship in this worldes sight : 
For greater force there needs to maintaine wrong then 
right 

XXXVI. 

" Vet since thy life unto this ladie fayre 
I given have, live in reproch and scome ! 
Ne ever armes ne ever knighthood dare 
Hence to professe ; for shame is to adome 
With so brave badges one so basely borne ; 
But onely breath, sith that I did forgive !" 
So having from his craven bodie torne 
Those goodly armes, he them away did give. 
And onely sufiPred him this wretched life to live. 

XXX VII. 

There whitest he thus was setling things above, 
Atwene that ladie myld and recreant knight, 
I'o whom his life he graunted for her love, 
He gan bethinke him in what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that salvage wight 
Amongst so many foes, whom sure he thought 
By this quite slaine in so unequall fight : 
therefore descending backe in haste he sought 
If yet he were alive, or to destruction brought. 

XXXVIII. 

There he him found environed about 
With slaughtred bodies, which his hand had slaine ; 
fLnd laying yet afresh with courage stout 
Upon the rest that did alive remaine ; 
iVhom he likewise right sorely did constraine, 
Like scattred sheepe to seeke for safetie. 
After he gotten had with busie paine 
Some of their weapons which thereby did lie. 
With which he layd about, and made them fast to 
fiie. 



XXXIX. 



Whom when the prince so felly saw to rage. 
Approaching to him neare, his hand he stayd. 
And sought, by making signes, him to ass wage: 
Who them perceiving, streight to him obayd. 
As to his lord, and downe his weapons layd. 
As if he long had to his beasts bene trayned. 
Thence he him brought away, and up convayd 
Into the chamber, where that dame remayned 
With her unworthy knight, who ill him entertayned 



XL. 

Whom when the salvage saw from daunger free, 

Sitting beside his ladie there at ease. 

He well remembred that the same was hee. 

Which lately sought his lord for to displease : 

Tho all in rage he on him streight did seaze, 

As if he would in peeces him have rent ; 

And, were not that the prince did him appeaze. 

He had not left one lirobe of him unrent : 

But streight he held his hand at his commaundement 



XLI. 

Thus having all things well in peace ordayned, 
The prince himselfe there all that night did rest ; 
Where him Blandina fa3nrely entertayned 
With all the courteous glee and goodly feast 
The which for him she could imagine best : 
For well she knew the wayes to win good will 
Of every wight, that were not too infest ; 
And how to please the minds of good and ill. 
Through tempering of her words and lookes by won. 
drous skill. 

xLn. 

Yet were her words and lookes but false and fayned. 
To some hid end to make more easie way. 
Or to allure such fondlings whom she trayned 
Into her trap unto their owne decay : 
Thereto, when needed, she could weepe and pray. 
And when her listed she could fawne and flatter ; 
Now smyling smoothly like to sommers day. 
Now glooming sadly, so to choke her matter ; 
Yet were her words but wynd, and all her teares but 
water. 

XLni. 

Whether such grace were given her by kynd. 

As women wont their guilefuU wits to guyde ; 

Or leamd the art to please, I doe not fynd : 

This well I wote, that she so well apply de 

Her pleasing tongue, that soon she pacifyde [peace ; 

The wrathfuU prince, aud wrought her husbauds 

Who natlielesse, not tlierewith satisfyde. 

His rancorous despight did not releasse, 

Ne secretly from thought of fell revenge surcc asse : 

XLIV. 

For all that night, the whyles the prince did rest 

In carelesse couch not weeting what was ment. 

He watcht in close awayt with weapons prest. 

Willing to worke his viilenous intent 

On him, that had so shameftdly him shent : 

Yet durst he not for very cowardize 

Effect the same, whylest all the night was spent 

The morrow next the prince did early rize. 

And passed forth to follow bis first enterprise. 
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Turpine is baffuld ; his two kuights 
Doe gaine their treasons meed. 

Fayre Mirabellaes punishment 
For loves disdaine decreed. 



I. 

Lna as the gentle hart itselfe hewrayes 
In doing gentle deedes with franke delight, 
Eren so the baser mind itselfe displayes 
lu cancred malice and revengefull spight : 
For to maligne, t' envie, t* use shifting slight, 
lie arguments of a vile donghill mind ; 
Which, what it dare not doe by open might, 
1 o worke by wicked treason waves doth find, 
liy such discourteous deeds aiscoyering his base 
kind. 

n. 

That well appears in this discourteous knight, 

The coward Turpine, whereof now I treat ; 

Who notwithstanding that in former fight 

He of the prince his life received late. 

Yet in his mind malitious and ingrate 

He gan devize to be aveng*d anew 

For all that shame, which kindled inward hate : 

Therefore, so soone as he was out of vew, 

Himselfe in hast he arm'd, and did him fast pursew. 



III. 

W^ell did he tract his steps as he did ryde. 

Yet would not neare approch in daungers eye. 

But kept aloofe for dread to be descryde, 

Untill fit time and place he mote espy. 

Where he mote worke him scath and villeny. 

At last he met two knights to him unknowne, 

llie which were armed both agreeably, 

And both comb3md, whatever chaunce were blowne. 

Betwixt them to divide and each to make his owne. 



IV. 

To whom false Turpine comming courteously. 

To cloke the mischiefe which he inly ment, 

Gan to complaine of great discourtesie. 

Which a straiyfige knight, that neare afore him went. 

Had doen to him, and his deare ladie shent ; 

Which if they would afford him ayde at need 

For to avenge in time convenient. 

They shoula accomplish botli a knightly deed. 

And for their paines obtaine of him a goodly meed. 

v. 

The knights beleev'd that all he sayd was trew ; 
And, being fresh and full of youthly spright. 
Were glad to heare of that adventure new. 
In which they mote make triall of their might 
Which never yet they had approvM in fight, 
And eke desirous of the offred meed : 
Said then the one of them ; •* Where is tlmt wight, 
The which hath doen to thee this wrongfull deed, 
That we may it avenge, and punish him witii Apecd!" 



▼1. 

* He rides," said Turpine, " there not farre afore. 
With a wyld man son footing by his syde ; 
That, if ye list to haste a litle more. 
Ye may nim overtake in timely Wde." 
Eftsoones they pricked forth witn forward pride ; 
And, ere that litle while th^ ridden had. 
The gentle prince not farre awaj they spyde, 
Ryding a softly pace with iK>rtance end. 
Devizing of his love more Uien of daunger drad. 

vn. 

Then one of them aloud unto him cryde. 
Bidding him tume againe ; " False traytour knight, 
Foule woman- wronger !*' — for he him defyde. 
With that they both at once with equall spight 
Did bend their speares, and both with equall might 
Against him ran ; but th' one did misse his marke, 
And being carried with his force forthright 
Glaunst swiftly by ; like to that heavenly sparke, 
Which glyding through the ayre lights all the hes- 
vens darke. 

yiu. 

But th' other, ayming better, did him smite 
Full in the shield with so impetuous powre. 
That all his launce in peeces shivered quite. 
And scattered all about fell on the flowre : 
But the stout prince with much more steddy stowre 
Full on his bever did him strike so sore. 
That the cold Steele through piercing did devowre 
His vitall breath, and to the ground him bore. 
Where still he bathed lay in his own bloody gore. 

IX. 

As when a cast of faulcons make their flight 
At an hemeshaw, that lyes aloft on wing. 
The whyles they strike at him with heedlesse niglit* 
The warie foule his bill doth backward wring ; 
On which the first, whose force her first doth biin^ 
Herselfe quite through the bodie doth engore. 
And falleth downe to ground like senselesse thing; 
But th' other, not so swift as she before, 
Fayles of her souse, and passing by doth hurt bi 
more. 

X. 

By this the other, which was passed by, 
Himselfe recovering, was retum'd to fight • 
Where when he saw his fellow lifelesse ly,' 
He much was daunted with so dismal sio-ht * 
Yet, nought abating of his former spightt 
Let drive at him with so malitious mynd. 
As if he would have passed through him qui^^ht: 
But the steele-head no stedfast hold conld fynd, 
But glaunciug by deceiv'd him of that he desyni 
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XI. 

Not so the prince ; for his well-Ieamed spearo 
Tooke surer hould, and from his horses backe 
Above a launces length him forth did beare. 
And gainst the cold hard earth so sore him strake. 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. 
Where seeing him so lie, he left his steed, 
And, to him leaping, vengeance thought to take 
Of him, for all his former follies meed. 
With flaming sword in hand his terror more to breed. 



XTI» 

The fearfull swayne beholding death so nie 
Cr^rde out aloud, for mercie, him to save ; 
In lieu whereof he would to him descrie 
Great treason to him meant, his life to reave. 
I'he prince soone hearkned, and his life forgave. 
Then thus said he : ** I'here is a straunger knight. 
The which, for promise of great meed, us drave 
To this attempt, to wreake his hid despight. 
For that himselfe thereto did want sufficient might.'* 

xuu 

The prince much mused at such villenie, [meed ; 
And sayd : " Now sure ye well have eam'd your 
For th' one is dead, and tn' other soone shall die, 
Unlesse to me thou hither bring with speed 
The wretch that hyr*d you to this wicked deed." 
He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 
The guilt on him which did this mischiefe breed. 
Swore by his sword, that neither day nor weeke 
He would surceasse, but him whereso he were would 
seeke. 

XIV. 

So up he rose, and forth streightway he went 

Backe to the place where Turpine late he lore ; 

I'here he him found in great astonishment. 

To see him so bedight with bloodie gore 

And griesly wounds, that him appalled sore. 

Yet tibus at length he said ; ** How now, sir knight. 

What meaneth this which here I see before ? 

How fortuneth this foule uncomely plight, 

So differentfrom that which earst ye seem'd in sight?" 



XV. 

" Perdie," said he, " in evill houre it feU, 
That ever I for meed did undertake 
So hard a taske as life for hyre to sell ; 
Tlie which I earst adventur'd for your sake ; 
Witnesse the wounds, and this vnde bloudie lake. 
Which ye may see yet all about me steeme. 
Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promise make. 
My due reward, the which right well I deeme 
I yearned have, that life so dearely did redeeme; 



ff 



•XVI. 

" But where then is,** quoth he halfe wrothfully, 
" W here is the bootie, which therefore I bought. 
That cursed caytive, my strong enemy, 
Tliat recreant knight, whose hated life I sought ? 
And where is eke your friend which halfe it ought V* 
** He lyes,** said he, " upon the cold bare ground, 
Slayne of that errant knight with whom he fought ; 
Whom afterwards myselfe with many a wound 
Did slay againe, as ye may see there in the stound.*' 



XVII. 

Thereof false Turpin was full glad and faine. 

And needs with him streighttothe place would ryde 

Where he himselfe mi^ht see his foeman slaine ; 

For else his feare could not be satisfyde. 

So, as they rode, he saw the way all dyde 

With ptreames of bloud ; which tracting by the traildj 

Ere long they came, whenas in evil! tyde 

That other swayne, like ashes deadly pale, 

Lay in the lap of death, rowing his wretched half". 

xvni. 

Much did the craven seeme to mone his case. 
That for his sake his deare life had forgone ; 
And, him bewayling with affection base. 
Did counterfeit kind pittie where was none : 
For where's no courage, there's no ruth nor mone. 
Thence passing forth, not farre away he found 
Whereas the prince himselfe lay all alone, 
Loosely displayd upon the grassie ground. 
Possessed of sweete sleepe that luld him soft ia 
swound. 

XIX. 

Wearie of travell in his former fight. 

He there in shade himselfe had layd to rest. 

Having his armes and warlike things undight, 

Fearelesse of foes that mote his peace molest ; 

The whyles his salvage page, that wont be prest. 

Was wandred in the wood another way. 

To doe some thing, that seemed to him best ; 

The whiles his lord in silver slomber lay. 

Like to the evening starre adom'd with deawy ray. 



XX. 

Whom whenas Turpin saw so loosely layd. 

He weened well that he indeed was dead. 

Like as that other knight to him had sayd : 

But, when he nigh approcht, he mote aread 

Plaine signes in him of life and livelihead. 

W hereat much griev'd against that straunger knight. 

That him too light of credence did mislead. 

He would have backe rety red from that sight. 

That was to him on earth the deadliest despight. 



XXI. 

But that same knight would not once let him start s 
But plainely gan to him declare the case 
Of dl his mischiefe and late lucklesse smart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
Were vanquished, and put to foule disgrace ; 
And how diat he, in lieu of life him lent. 
Had vow'd unto the victor, him to trace 
And follow through the world whereso he went. 
Till that he him delivered to his punishment. 

XXII. 

He, therewith much abashed and affrayd 
Began to tremble every limbe and vaine ; 
And, softly whispering him, entyrely prayd 
T' advize him better then by such a traine 
Him to betray unto a straunger swaine ; 
Yet rather counseld him contrary wisp- 
Sith he likewise did wrong by bii 
To ioyne with him md Tangw 
Whylest time did offer 
prize* 
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Nathelesae, for all his speacb, the gentle knight 
Would not be tempted to such villenie^ 
Regmrding more his faith which he did plight. 
All were it to his mortall enemie, 
Then to entrap him by false treacherie : 
Great shame m lieges blood to be embrew'd ! 
Thus why lest they were debating diverslie. 
The sal^agt' forth out of the wood issew'd 
Racke to the place, whereas his lord he sleeping vew'd. 



XXIV. 



There when he saw those two so neare him stand. 
He doubted much what mote tlieir meaning bee ; 
And, throwing downe his load out of his mmd, 
CTo weet, great store of forrest firute which bee 
Had for his food late gathered from the tree,) 
Himselfe unto his weapon he betooke, 
That was an oaken plant, which lately bee 
Rent by the root ; which he so sternly shooke. 
That like an hazell wand it quivered and quooke. 

zxv. 

Whereat the prince awaking, when he spyde 
llie traytour Turpin with that other knight. 
He started up ; and snatching neare his syde 
His trustie sword, the servant of his might, 
Like a fell lyon leaped to him Ught, 
And his left hand upon his collar layd. 
Therewith the cowheard, deaded with affright, 
Fell flat to ground, ne word unto him sayd. 
But, holding up his hands, with silence mercie prayd. 



XXVI. 

But he so full of indignation was, 
That to his prayer nought he would incline. 
But, as he lay upon the humbled gras. 
His foot he set on his vile necke, in eigne 
Of servile yoke, that nobler harts repine. 
Then, letting hhn arise like abiect thrall. 
He gan to him obiect his haynons crime. 
And to revile, and rate, and recreant call, 
And lastly to despoyle of knightly banneralL 

zxvu. 

And af^r all, for greater infamie. 

He by the heeles him hung upon a tree. 

And baffuld so, that all which passed by 

I'be picture of his punishment might see. 

And by the like ensample warned bee. 

However they through treason doe trespasse. 

But tume we now backe to that ladie free. 

Whom late we left ryding upo^ an asse. 

Led by a carle and foole which by her side did passe. 

xxvui. 

(She was a ladie of great dignitie. 
And lifted up to honorable place. 
Famous through all the land of Faerie : 
Though of meane parentage and kindred base. 
Yet deckt with wondrous giftes of natures grace. 
That all men. did her person much admire. 
And praise the feature of her goodly face ; 
The beames whereof did kindle lovely Are 
''% Ok* harts of many a knight, and many a gentle 
•quire:' 



XXIX. 

But she thereof grew proud and insolent, 

lliat none she worthie thooght to he her fer^ 

But scomd them all that love unto her ment ; 

Vet was she lov'd of many a worthy pere : 

llnworthy she to be belov'd so dere. 

That could not weigh of worthinesse aright : 

For beautie is more glorious bright and ckie. 

The more it is admir'd of many a wight. 

And noblest she that served is of noblest knight. 

XXX. 

But this coy damzell thought contrariwise. 
That such proud looks would make her (Mraysedmore; 
And that, the more she did all love despize. 
The more would wretched lovers her adore. 
What cared she who sighed for her sore. 
Or who did wayle or watch the wearie nightl 
Let them that list their lucklesse lot deplore ; 
She was borne free, not bound to any wight. 
And so would ever live, and love her own dletigbt, 

XXXI. 

Through such her stubbome stifiiesse and hard hart, 
Many a wretch for want of remedie 
Did languish long in life-consuming smart. 
And at the last through dresry dolour die : 
Why lest she, the ladie of her libertie. 
Did boast her beautie bad such soveraine migbt, 
That with the onely twinckle of her eye 
The could or save or spill whom she would hight ; 
What could the gods doe more, but doe it more 
aright ? , 

XXXII. 

But loe ! the gods, that mortall follies vew. 
Did worthily revenge this maydens pride ; 
And, nought regardLig her so eoodly hew. 
Did laugh at her that many did deride, 
Whilest she did weepe, of no man mercifide : 
For on a day, when Cupid kept his court. 
As he is wont at each Saint Valentide, 
Unto the which all lovers doe resort, [report ; 

That of their loves successe they there may make 

xxxin. 

It fortunM then, that when the roules ^vere red. 

In which the names of all Loves folke were fyled, 

That many there were missing ; which were ded, 

Or kept in bands, or from their loves exyled. 

Or by some other violence despoyled. 

Which whenas Cupid heard, he wexed wroth ; 

And, doubting to be wronged or beguyled. 

He bad his eyes to be unblindfold both. 

That he might see his men, and muster them by otlb 

XXXIV. 

Then found he many missing of his crew. 
Which wont doe suit and service to his might ; 
Of whom what was becomen no man knew. 
Therefore a iurie was impaneld streight 
T* enquire of them, whether by force or sleight, 
Or their owne guilt, tliey were away convavd : 
To whom foule Infamie and fell Despitrht' 
Gave evidence, that they were all betrayd 
And miirHr^d cruelly by a rebellious mayd« 
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Like M a mastiffe htTing at a bay 

A salra^re bull, whose cruell hornes doe threat 

Desperate daunger, if he them assay, 

Traeeth his ground, and round about doth beat. 

To spy where he may some adrantage get, 

11m whiles the beast doth rage and loudly rore ; 

So did the squire, the whiles the carle did fret 

And fiiine in his disdainefull mjmd the more. 

And ofu'ntimea by Turmagant and Mahound swore. 

xLvm. 

Nathelesse so sharpely still he him purse wd. 

That at advantage nim at last he tooke. 

When hi:i foote slipt, Cthat slip he dearely rewd,) 

And with his yron club to ground him strooke ; 

Where still he lay, ne out of swoune awooke. 

Till heavy hand the carle upon him layd. 

And bound him fast : tho when he up did looke 

And saw himselfe captlv^d, he was dismayd, 

Ne powre had to witnatand, ne hope of any ayd. 



zuz. 



Then up he made him rise, and forward fare. 
Led in a rope which both his hands did bynd ; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him spare. 
But with his whip him following behjrnd 
Him often scourg'd, and font his feete to fynd : 
And otherwhfles with bitter mockes and mowes 
He would him scome, that to his gentle mynd 
Was much more grievous then the other blowes : 
Words sharpely wound, but greatmt griefe of scorn- 
ing growes. 

The faire Serena, when she saw him fall 
Under that villaines club, then surely thought 
That slaine he was, or made a wretcned thrall. 
And fled away with all the speede she mought 
To seeke for safety ; which long time she scmght, 
And past through many perils by the way. 
Ere she aeaine to Calepine was brongfat : 
The which discourse as now I must delay. 
Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further say. 



CANTO VIII. 

Prince Arthure overcomes Disdaine ; 

Quites Mirabell from dreed : 
Serena, found of salvages. 

By Calepine is freed. 




Ye gentle ladies, in whose soveraine powre 

Love hath the glory of his kingdome left. 

And th* hearts of men, as your eternal dowre. 

In yron chaines, of liberty bereft. 

Delivered hath unto your bands by gifb ; 

Be well aware how ye the same doe use, 

I'hat pride doe not to tyranny you lift; 

Least, if men you of cruelty accuse. 

He from you take that chiefedome which ye doe abuse. 

II. 

And as ye soft and tender are by kynde, 

Adomd with goodly gifts of beauties grace. 

So be ye soft and tender eeke in mynde ; 

But cruelty and hardnesse from you chace. 

That all your other praises will deface. 

And from you tume the love of men to hate : 

Ensample take of Mirabellaes case. 

Who from the high degree of happy state 

Fell into wretched woes, which she repented late. 

III. 

W^ho after thraldome of the gentle squire. 

Which she beheld with lamentable eye. 

Was touched with compassion entire. 

And much lamented his calamity, 

ITiat for her sake fell into misery ; 

Which booted nought for prayers nor for threat 

To hope for to release or mollify ; 

For aye the more that she did them entreat. 

The more they him misust, and cruelly did beat. 



IV. 



So as they forward on their way did pas. 

Him still reviling and afflicting sore. 

They met Prince Arthure with Sir Enias, 

(That was that courteous knight, whom he befon 

Having subdew^d yet did to life restore ;) 

To whom as they approcht, they gan augment 

Their cruelty, and him to puniah more. 

Scourging and haling him more vehement ; 

As if it them should grieve to see his pumshmart. ' 



y. 



The squire himselfe, whenas he saw his knd 
The witnesse of his wretchednesse in place, 
Was much asham'd that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog was led in captive case. 
And did his head for bashfulnesse abase. 
As loth to see or to be scene at all ; 
Shame would be hid ; but whenas £nia8 
Beheld two such, of two such villaines thrall. 
His manly mynde was much emmoved therewiAi'^ 



VI. 

And to the prince thus sayd ; " See yon, sir ko^ 

The greatest shame that ever eye yet saw, 

Yond lady and her squire with foule despight 

Abusde, against all reason and all law. 

Without regard of pitty or of awe ! 

See! how they doe that squire beat and levik! 

See ! how they doe the lady hale and draw ! 

But, if ye please to lend me leave awhile, 

I will them soone acquite, and both of blame asso^ 
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Then banting forth in teares, which gashed fast 

Like many water-streams, awhile she atayd ; 

Till the sharpe passion being orerpast, 

Her tongue to her restord, then thus she sayd ; 

" Nor heavens, nor men, can me most wretched mayd 

Deliver from the doome of my desart, 

The which the god of love hath on me layd, 

And damned to endure this direfull smart. 

For penaonce of my proud and hard rebellious hart. 



XX. 

" In prime of youthly yeares, when first the flowre 
Of beauty gan to bu(l, and bloosme delight ; 
And nature me endu'd with plenteous dowre 
Of all her gifts, that pleasde each living sight ; 
I was belov*d of many a ^ntle knight, 
And sude and sought wiu all the service dew : 
Full many a one for me deepe groand and sigb't, 
And to the dore of death for sorrow drew, 
Complayning out on me that would not on them rew. 



XXX. 

*' But let them love that list, or live or die ; 
Me list not die for any lovers doole : 
Ne list me leave my foved libertie 
To pitty him that list to play the foole : 
To love myself I learned had in scboole. 
Thus I triumphed long in lovers paine. 
And, sitting carelesse on the scomers stoole. 
Did lau^h at those that did lament and plaine : 
But all 18 now repayd with interest agame. 

XXXI. 

" For loe ! the winged god, that woundeth harts, 
Causde me be called to accompt therefore ; 
And for revengement of those wrongfull smarts. 
Which I to others did inflict afore, 
Addeem'd me to endure this penaunce sore ; 
That in this wize, and this unmeete array, 
With these two lewd companions, and no more, 
Disdaine and Scome, I through the world should 

stray. 
Till I have sav'd so many as I earst did slay." 



xxin. 



" Certes," sayd then the prince, " the god is iust. 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples spoile : 
For W6'% no law in love, but all that lust 
Might teem oppresse, and painefuUy turmoile. 
His kingdome would continue but a while. 
But tell me, lady, wherefore doe you beare 
This bottle thus before you with such toile. 
And eeke this wallet at your backe arreare. 
That for these carles to carry much more comely 
were V 

xxrv. 

" Here in this bottle, *' sayd the sory mayd, 
•* I put the tears of my contrition, 
Till to the brim I have it full defrayd : 
And in this bag, which I behinde me don, 
I put repentaunce for things past and gon. 
Yet is the bottle leake, and bag so tome. 
That all which I put in fals out anon. 
And is behinde me trodden downe of Scome, 
Who mocketh all my paine, and laughs thd more I 
mourn." 



XXV 



The infant hearkned wisely to her tale. 

And wondred much at Cupids iudg*iiient wise, 

That could so meekly make proud hearts avale, 

And wreake himselfe on them that faixn despise. 

Then suffred he Disdaine up to arise. 

Who was not able up himselfe to reare. 

By meanes his leg, through his late lucklesse pr 

Was crackt in twaine, but by his foolish feare 

Was holpen up, who him supported standing na 

zxvi. 

But being up he lookt againe aloft. 
As if he never had received fidl ; 
And with steme eye-brows stared at hixa of^ 
As if he would have daunted him wdthall : 
And standing on his tiptoes, to seeme tall, 
Downe on his golden feete he often gazed. 
As if such pride the other could apall ; 
Who was so far from being ought amazed. 
That he his lookes despised, and his boast disprai] 

xxvix. 

Then turning backe unto that captive thrall. 
Who all this while stood there beside them booiK 
Unwilling to be knowne or seene at all. 
He from those bands weend him to have xmwoam 
But when approaching neare he plainely foood 
It was his owne true groome, the gentle sqnirei 
He thereat wext exceedingly astound. 
And him did oft embrace, and oft adniire, 
Ne could with seeing satisfie his great desira 

xxvm. 

Mesne while the salvage man, when he hehdd 
That huge great foole oppressing th' other hu^ 
Whom with his weight unweldy downe hehm, 
He flew upon him like a greedy kight 
Unto some carrion oflered to his sight ; > 

And, downe him plucking, with his iiinrles mdW^i 
Gan him to bale, and teare, and scratch, and bde; 
And, from him taking his owne whip, therewtfi j 
So sore him scourgeth that the blond io^i 



followeth. 



XXIX. 



And sure I weene, had not the ladies cry 
Procur'd the prince his cruell hand to stay. 
He would with whipping him have done to ^'' 
But, bein^ checkt, he did abstaine streightwvf 
And let him rise. Then thus the prince ganflfil 
" Now, lady, sith your fortunes thus dispose, 
That, if ye list have liberty, ye may ; 
Unto yourselfe I freely leave to chose. 
Whether I shall you leave, or from these 
lose." 

XXX. 

" Ah! nay, sir knight," said she, " it may not Hj 
But that I needes must by all meanes fulfill 
This penaunce, which enioyned is to me, 
Least unto me betide a greater ill : f - 

Yet no lesse thankes to you for your good wiU'lrj 
So humbly taking leave she tumd aside : ■* 
But Arthure with the rest went onward stiD 
On his first quest, in which did him betide 
A gireat adventure, which did him fromtheini 
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ThoM daintie pwti, the dearlings of delight, 
Which mote not be prophmn*d of common eyes, 
ThoM rilleini rew'a with looee lascivioas eight. 
And closely tempted with their cnftie spyec ; 
And eome of th«n gmn mongst themeelvee devise 
Thereof by force to take their beastly pleasure : 
But them the priest rebaking did advise 
To dare not to pollute so saoed threasure 
Vow'd to the gods : leligioa held eren theeres in 



So, being stayd, they her firom thence directed 
Unto a hde grove not farre asyde, 
In which an altar shortly they erected 
To slay her on. And now the erentyde 
His brode black wings had through the hearens wyde 
By this diapred, that was the tyme ordayned. 
For such a dismall deed, their guilt to hyde : 
Of few greene turfes an altar soone they iajrned. 
And deckt it all with flowres which they nigh hand 
obtayned. 

XLT. 

Tho, whenas all things readie were aright. 

The damzell was before the altar set. 

Being alreadie dead with fearefull fright : 

To whom the priest with naked armes full net 

Approcbing nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 

Gan mutter close a certaine secret charme. 

With other divelish ceremonies met : 

Which doen, be gan aloft t' advance his arme, 

Whereat they shouted all, and made a loud alarme. 

XLVI. 

Then ean the bagp3rpe8 and the homes to shrill 
And sbrieke aloud, that, with the peoples voyce 
Confused, did the ayre with terror fill, 
And made the wooa to tremble at the noyce : 
The whyles she wayld, the more they did reioyce. 
Now mote ye understand that to this grove 
Sir Calepine, by chaunce more then by choyoe, 
The aeUe same evening fortune hether drove. 
As he to aeeke Serena, through the woods did rove. 



XLVU. 

Long had he sought her, and throtigh many a sojk 
Had traveld still on foot in heavie armes, 
Ne ought was tyred with his endleaae toyle, 
Ne ought was feared of his certaine luurmes : 
And now, all weetlesse of the wretched stormes 
In which his love was lost, he alept full fkst; 
Till, being waked with theoe loua alarmes. 
He lightly started up like one aghast. 
And catching up his armes streigbt to the noise /brtij 
past. 

XLvni. 

There by th' uncertaine glims of starry night. 
And by the twinkling of their saowd fire. 
He mote perceive a uttle dawning aight 
Of all which there was doing in that qoire: 
Mongst whom a woman spoyled of all attiie 
He spyde lamenting her unlackie strife. 
And gproning sore nom grieyed hart entire: 
Eftsoones he saw one with a naked knife 
Readie to launch her brest, and let out loved li& 
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With that he thrusts into the thickest thnng; 
And, even as his right hand adowne deaeends, 
He him preventing lays on earth along. 
And sacrifizeth to th' infemall feends : 
Then to the rest Lis wrathfiill hand he beodi ; 
Of whom he makes such bayocke and such Iwir, 
That swarmes of damned soules to hell he aeadi: 
The rest, that scape his sword and death esdew, 
Fly like a flocke of doves before a fiiulooos nm 



From them returning to that ladie backe. 
Whom by the altar be doth sitting find 
Yet fearing death, and next to death the Iseb j 
Of clothes to cover what she ought by kbd; 
He first her hands beginneth to «"bindt 
And then to question of her presesit woe; 
And afterwards to cheare wi& speeches kind: 
But she, for nought that he could say or doe, 
One word durst speake, or answere }amt 
thereto. 
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So inward shame of her uncomely case 

She did conceive, through care of womanhood, 

That though the night did cover her disgrace. 

Yet she in so unwomanly a mood 

Would not bewray the state in which she stood : 

So all that night to him unknown she past : 

But day, that doth discover bad and good, 

Ensewing, made her knowen to him at last : 

The end whereof He keepe iintill another cast 
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Her whylM Sir Calidore there rewed well, 
And mmrkt ber rare demeenure, which him seemed 
So fiure the meane of shepheardfl to excell. 
As that he in his miod her worthy deemed 
To be a princes paragone esteemed, 
He was un wares surprisd in subtile bands 
Of the blynd boy ; ne thence coold be redeemed 
By any skill out of his cruell hands ; 
Caught like the bird which gasing still on others 
stands. 

XII. 

So stood he still long gazing thereupon, 

Ne any will had thence to move awav. 

Although his quest were farre afore him gon : 

But after he had fed, yet did he stay 

And sate there still, untill the fljing day 

Was farre forth spent, discoursmg diversly 

Of sundry things, as fell, to worke delay j 

And evermore his speach he did apply 

To th' beards, but meant them to the <uim»els fimtazy. 



xin. 

By this the moystie night approching fast 
Her deawy humour gan on th* earth to shed. 
That wam'd the shepheards to their homes to hatit 
Their tender flocks, now being fully fed. 
For feare of wetting them before their bed : 
Then came to them a good old aged syre. 
Whose silver lockes bedeckt his beara and bed. 
With shepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre, 
I'hat wil'a the damzell rise ; the day did now expyre. 

xir. 

He was to weet, by common voice, esteemed 

The father of the niyrest Pastorell, 

And of herselfe in very deede so deemed ; 

Yet was not so ; but, as old stories tell. 

Found her by fortune, which to him befell. 

In th' open fields an infant left alone ; 

And, taking up, brought home and noursed well 

As his owne chyld ; for other he had none ; 

That she in tract of time accompted was his owne. 

XV. 

She at bis bidding meekely did arise. 
And streigbt unto ber litle flocke did fare : 
Then all the rest about her rose likewise. 
And each his sundrie sheepe with severall care 
Gathered together, and them homeward bare : 
Whylest everie one with helping hands did strive 
Amongst themselves, and did their labours share, 
To helpe faire Pastorella home to drive 
Her fleecie flocke; but Coridon most helpe did give. 

XVI. 

But Melibee (so hight that good old man) 

Now seeing Calidore left all alone, 

And night arrived bard at band, began 

Him to invite unto his simple home ; 

Which though it were a cottage clad with lome. 

And all things therein meane, yet better so 

To lodge then in the salvage fields to rome. 

The knight full gladly soone agreed thereto, [go. 

Being his harts owne wish ; and home with him did 



xvn. 



There be was welcom*d of that honest syre 
And of his aged beldame homely well ; 
Who him besought himselfe to disattyre. 
And rest himselfe, till S'lpper time befell ; 
By which home came the royrest Pastorell, 
After ber flocke she in their fold had tyde ; 
And, sapper readie dight, they to it fell 
With amall adoe, and nature satisfyde. 
The which doth lide crave oontented to abyde. 

xnzx. 

Tbo when they had their banger slaked weD, f 
And the &yre mayd the table ta'ne away ; ! 

The gende knight, as be that did exoell 
In courtesie and well coold doe and say. 
For so great kindnetse as be found that day 
Gan gready thanke his host and bis good wift; 
And, drawing thence bis speach snoder way, 
Gan highly to commend the happie life [itA 
Which ahepbeards lead, irithoat debate or bivi 



XIX. 

'* How much," sayd he, " more happie is thesW 

In which ye, father, here doe dwell at ease. 

Leading a life so free and fortunate 

From all the tempests of these worldly seas, 

Which tosse the rest in danngerons disease ; 

Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked fnniitM 

Doe them afflict, which no man can appease ! 

That certes I your happinesse enrie. 

And wish my lot were plast in sach felicide !" 



I 



" Surely, my sonne," then answer'd be againe, 
" If happie -, then it is in this intent. 
That having small yet doe I not complaine 
Of want, ne wish for more it to augment. 
But doe myselfe, with that I have, content ; 
So taught of nature, which doth litle need 
Of forreine belpes to lifes due nourishment: 
The fields my food, my flocke my rayment hied] j 
No better doe I weare, no better doe I feed. I 



XXI. 

** Therefore I doe not any one envy. 
Nor am envyde of any one therefore : 
They, that have much, feare much to loose ^Imi^ 
And store of cares doth follow riches store. 
The litle that I have growes dayly more I: 

Without my care, but onely to attend it ' 
My lambes doe every yeare increase their sMft 
And my flockes father daily doth amend it [s^^ 
What have I, but to praise th' Almighty tlvt i' 

xxir, 

" To them, that list, the worlds gay sbowes I ^f- 
And to great ones such follies doe forgive; 
Which oft through pride do their owne periD 
And through ambition downe themselves doe 
To sad decay, that might contented live. 
Me no such cares nor combrous thoughts oSai- 
Ne once my minds unmoved quiet grieve * 
But all the night in silver sleepe I spend. 
And all the day, to what I list, I^ doe attend* 
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XXIII. 

'* Sometimes I hunt the fox, the vowed foe 
Unto my lambes, and him dislodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne I practise from the doe. 
Or from the goat her kidde, how to convay ; 
Another while I baytes and nets display 
The birds to catch or fishes to beguyle ; 
And when I wearie am, I downe doe lay 
My limbes in every shade to rest from toyle ; 
And drinke of every brooke, when thirst my throte 
doth boyle, 

xxrv. 

'* The time was once, in my first prime of yeares. 
When pride of youth forth pricked my desire. 
That I disdained among mine equall peares 
To follow sheepe and shepheards base attire ; 
For further foitBine then I would inquire : 
And, leaving home, to roiall court 1 sought, 
Where I did sell myselfe for yearely hire, 
And in the princes gardin daily wrought : 
There I beheld such vainesse as I never thought. 



XXV. 



u 



With sight whereof soone cloyd, and long deluded 
With idle hopes which them doe entertaine, 
After I had ten yeares myselfe excluded 
From native home, and spent my youth in vaine, 
I gan my follies to myselfe to plaine. 
And this sweet peace, whose lacke did then appeare : 
Tho, backe returning to my sheepe againe, 
I from thenceforth have leam'd to love more deare 
This lowly quiet life which I inherite here." 

XXVI. 

Whylest thus he talkt, the knight with greedy eare 
Hong still upon his melting mouth attent ; 
Whose sensefiill words empierst his hart so neare, 
Tliat he was wrapt with double ravishment, 
Both of his speach that wrought him great content, 
And also of the obiect of his vew, 
On which his hungry eye was alwayes bent ; 
I'hat twixt his pleasing tongue, and her faire hew, 
lie lost himselfe, and like one halfe-entraunced grew. 

XXVII. 

Yet to occasion meanes to worke his mind. 
And to insinuate his harts desire. 
He thus replyde ; " Now surely, syre, I find. 
That all this worlds gay showes, which we admire. 
Be but vaine shadows to this safe retyre 
Of life, which here in lowlinesse ye lead, 
Fearelesse of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yre. 
Which tosseth states, and under foot doUi tread 
The mightie ones affrayd of every chaunges dred. 

XXVIII. 

'* That even I, which daily doe behold 

The glorie of the great mongst whom I won. 

And now have prov'd what happinesse ye hold 

In this small plot of your dominion. 

Now loath great lordship and ambition ; 

And wish the heavens so much had graced mee. 

As graunt me live in like condition; 

Or that my fortunes might transposed bee 

From pitch of higher place unto this low degree.'^ 



XZIX. 

** In vaine," said then old Melibee, *' doe men 
The heavens of their fortunes fault accuse ; 
Sith they know best what is the best for them : 
For they to each such fortune doe diffuse, 
As they doe know each can most aptly use. 
For not that, which men covet most, is best ; 
Nor that thing worst, which men do most refuse ; 
But fittest is, that all contented rest [brest. 

With that they hold ; each hath his fortune in his 



XXX. 



it 



It is the mynd, that makethgood or ill. 
That maketh wretch or happie, rich or poore : 
For some, that hath abundance at his will. 
Hath not enough, but wants in greatest store ; 
And other, that hath litle, asks no more. 
But in that litle is both rich and wise ; 
For wisedome is most riches : fooles therefore 
They are, which fortunes doe by vowes devize ; 
Sith each unto himselfe his life may fortunize." 

XXXI. 

" Since then in each mans self," said Calidore, 
'* It is to fashion his owne lyfes estate, 
Give leave awhyle, good father, in this shore 
To rest my barcke, which hath bene beaten late 
With stormes of fortune and tempestuous fate, 
In seas of troubles and of toylesome paine ; 
That, whether quite from them for to retrate 
I shall resolve or backe to tume againe, 
I may here with yourselfe some small repose obaine. 

XXXII. 

" Not that the burden of so bold a guest 

Shall chargefull be, or chaunge to you at all ; 

For your meane food shall be my daily feast, 

And this your cabin both my bowre and hall ; 

Besides, tor recompence hereof, I shall 

You well reward, and golden guerdon give. 

That may perhaps you better much withall. 

And in tliis quiet make you safer live." 

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it drive* 

XXXIIT. 

But the good man, nought tempted with the offer 

Of his rich mould, did thrust it farre away, [proffer 

And tlms bespake ; '* Sir knight, your bounteous 

Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill display 

That mucky masse, the cause of mens decay. 

That mote empaire my peace with daungers dread : 

But, if ye algates covet to assay 

This simple sort of life that shepheards lead. 

Be it your owne : our rudenesse to yourselfe aread." 

XXXIV. 

So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell, 
And long while after, whilest him list remaine, 
Dayly beholding the faire Pastorell, 
And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane : 
During which time he did her entertaine 
With all kind courtesies he could invent ; 
And every day, her companie ta gaine. 
When to the field she went, he with her went : 
So for to quench his fire he did it more aagmea^ 
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XXXT. 



But the that nerer had acquainted beeoe 
With such quient uaage, fit for ^ueena and kings, 
Ne ever had such knightly aerrice seene ; 
But, being bred under base ahephearda wings, 
Had ever leam'd to love the lowly things ; 
Did litle whit rM^ard his oourteoos guise. 
But cared more for Colina carc^gs 
'llien all that he could doe, or e'er derize ; 
His layea, his lores, his lookes, she did them all 
deapize. 



XXXYI. 



Which Calidore perceirine, thoujrht it best 
To chaunge the manner of hia lottie looke ; 
And doffing his bright armes himselfe addreat 
In shephevds weed ; and in his hand he tooke, 
Insteaa of steele-bead speare, a ahephearda booke ; 
That who had seene him then, wonld bare bethought 
On Phrygian Pahs by Plexippus brooke. 
When he the lore of &yre Benone sought. 
What time the golden apple was unto him brought 



XXXVII. 

So being clad unto the fields he went 
With the faire Pastorella every day. 
And kept her sheepe with diligent attent. 
Watching to drive the ravenoua wolfe away. 
The whylest at pleasure ahe mote sport ana play ; 
And every evening helping them to fold : 
And otherwhiles, for need, he did assay 
In his strong hand their rugged teats to hold. 
And out of them to presse the milke : Love so much 
could. 

xxxvui. 

Which seeing Coridon, who her likewise 
Long time had lov'd, and hop'd her love to gaine. 
He much was troubled at that straungers guize, 
And many eealous thoughts conceiv'd in vaine. 
That this of all his labour and long peine 
Should reap the harvest ere it ripened were ; 
That made him scoule, and pout, and oft complaine 
Of Pastorell to all the shepheards there, 
That she did love a stranger swayne then him more 
dere. 

XXXIX. 

And ever, when he came in companie 
Where Calidore was present, he would loure 
And byte his lip, and even for gealousie 
Was readie oft bis owne hart to devoure, 
Impatient of any paramoure : 
Who on the other side did seeme so farre 
From malicing, or grudging his good boure. 
That, all he could, he graced him with her, 
Ne ever shewed signe of rancour or of iarre. 



XL. 

And oft, when Coridon unto her brought 

Or litlp sparrowes stolen from their nest, 

Or wanton squirrels in the woods farre sought, 

Or other daintie thing for her addrest, 

He would commend his guift, and make the best : 

Yet she no whit his presents did regard, 

Ne him could find to fancie in her brest : 

This new-come shepheard had his market mard. 

Old love is litle worth when new is more prefard. 



'' 



xu. 

One day, whenas the ahepheard swajrnes together 
Were met to make their sports and merrie glee. 
As they are wont in fiiire sunabynie weather. 
The whiles their flockes in shaaowes shrouded bee; 
They fell to daunee : then did they all agree 
That Colin Clout should pipe, as one most fit ; 
And Cdidore should lead the ring, as bee 
That most in Pastorellaes grace £d sit : 
Thereat firown*d Coridon, and his lip closriy bit. 

XLII. 

But Calidore, of eourteous inelinatioii, 

Tooke Coridon and set him in his place. 

That he should lead the daonce, as was hia fiuhioa, ! 

For Coridon could daunoe, and tiiinly trace ; 

And whenas Pastorella, him to grace. 

Her flowry garlond tooke from her owne bead. 

And plast on his, he did it soone displace. 

And did it put on Coridons instead : 

Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earst seemed deoi 

XLm. 

Another time, whenas they did dispose 
To practise games and maisteries to try. 
They for their iudge did Pastorella chose ; 
A garland was the meed of victory : 
There Coridon, forth stepping, openly 
Did chalenge Calidore to wrestling game ; 
For he, through long and perfect inchistiy. 
Therein well practisd was, and in the same 
Thought sure t'avengehis gradge, and workehisfis 
great shame, 

zuv. 

But Calidore he greatly did mistake ; 

For he was strong and mightily stiffe pight. 

That with one fall his necke he almost brake ; 

And, bad he not upon him fallen light. 

His dearest io3mt be aure had broken qnight. 

Then was the oaken crewne by Pastorell 

Given to Calidore as his due right ; 

But he, that did in courtesie excell. 

Gave it to Coridon, and said he wonne it well 



XLV. 

Thus did the gentle knight himselfe abeaie 
Amongst that rusticke rout in all his deeds. 
That even they, the which bis rivals were. 
Could not maUgne him, but commend him needs: 
For courtesie amongst the rudest breeds 
Good will and favour : so it surely wrought 
With this faire mayd, and in her mynde the seeds 
Of perfect love did sow, that last forth brought 
The fruite of ioy and blisse, though long timedemif 
bought. 

XLVI. 

Thus Calidore continued there long time 
To winne the love of the faire Pastorell • 
Which having got, he used without crime 
Or blameful! blot j but menaged so well 
That he, of all the rest which there did dwell, 
Was favoured and to her grace commended :' 
But what straunge fortunes unto him befell. 
Ere he attained the point by him intended 
Shall more conveniently in other place be ended. 
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CANTO X. 

Calidore sees the graces daunce 

To Colins melody : 
The whiles his Pastorell is led 

Into captivity. 



Who now does follow the foule blatant beast, 
Whitest Calidore does follow that faire mayd, 
Unmyndfull of his vow, and high beheast 
Which by the Faery Queene was on him layd, 
That he should never leave, nor be delayd 
From chacing him, till he bad it attchieved ? 
But now, entrapt of Love which him betrayd. 
He mindeth more how he may be relieved 
With grace from her, whose love his heart hath sore 
engrieved. 

II. 

That from henceforth he meanes no more to sew 

]iis former quest, so full of toile and paine ; 

Another quest, another game in vew 

He hath, the guerdon of his love to gaine ; 

With whom he myndes for ever to remaine, 

And set his rest amongst the rusticke sort, 

Kather then hunt still after shadowes vaine 

Of courtly favour fed with light report 

Of every blaste, and say ling alwaies in the port. 



in. 

Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be 
From so high step to stoupe unto so low ; 
For who had tasted once, as oft did he. 
The happy peace which there doth overflow. 
And prov'd the perfect pleasures which doe grow 
Amongst poore nyndes, in hils, in woods, in dales ; 
Would never more delight in painted show 
Of such false blisse, as there is set for stales 
T' entrap unwary fooles in their eternall bales. 



ly. 

For what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
Like to one sight which Calidore did vew ? 
The glaunce whereof their dimmed eies would daze. 
That never more they should endure the shew 
Of that sbunne-shine, that makes them looke askew. 
Ne ought, in all that world of beauties rare, 
(Save onely Glorianaes heavenly hew. 
To which what can compare?") can it compare ; 
The which, as commeth now by course, I will de- 
clare. 



One day, as he did raunge the fields abroad, 
Whilest his faire Pastorella was elsewhere. 
He chaunst to come, far from all peoples troad, 
Unto a place, whose pleasaunce did appere 
To passe all others on the earth which were : 
For all that ever was by Nature's skill 
Deviz'd to worke delight was gathered there ; 
And there by her were poured forth at fill, 
As if, this to adorue, she all the rest did pilU 



VI. 

It was an hill plaste in an open plaine, 
That round about was bordered with a wood 
Of matchlesse hight,that seem'd th' earth to disdaine; 
In which all trees of honour stately stood. 
And did all winter as in sommer bud, 
Spredding pavilions for the birds to bowre, 
Which in their lower braunches sung aloud ; 
And in their tops the soring hauke did towre. 
Sitting like king of fowles m maiesty and powre • 

vu. 

And at the foote thereof a gentle flud. 
His silver waves did softly tumble downe, 
Unmard with ragged mosse or filthy mud ; 
Ne mote wylde beestes, ne mote the ruder clowne 
Thereto approch ; ne filth mote therein drowne : 
But nymphes and &eries by the bancks did sit 
In the woods shade which did the waters crowne, 
Keeping all noysome things away from it. 
And to the waters ftUl tuning their accents fit. 



vni. 

And on the top thereof a spacious plaine 

Did spred itselfe, to serve to all delight. 

Either to daunce, when they to daunce would faine 

Or else to course-about their bases light ; 

Ne ought there wanted, which for pleasure might 

Desired be, or thence to banish bale : 

So pleasauntly the hill with equall bight 

Did seeme to overlooke the lowly vale ; 

Therefore it rightly cleeped was Mount Acidale. 



IX. 

They say that Venus, when she did dispose 

Herselfe to pleasaunce, used to resort 

Unto this place, and therein to repose 

And rest herselfe as in a gladsome port. 

Or with the graces there to play and sport ; 

That even her owne Cytheron, though in it 

She used most to keepe her royall court 

And in her soveraine majesty to sit. 

She in regard hereof refiisde and thought unfit. 



Unto this place whenas the elfin knight 
Approcht, him seemed that the merry sound 
Of a shrill pipe he plajring heard on night, 
And many feete fast thumping th' hollow ground, 
That through the woods their eccho did rebound. 
He nigber drew, to weete what mote it be : 
There he a troupe of ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfuU glee. 
And in the midst a shepheard piping be did w 
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XI, 

He durat not enter into th' open g^reene. 

For dread of them unwares to be descryde, 

For breaking of their daunce, if he were seene ; 

But in the covert of the wood did byde, 

Beholding all. yet of them onespyde : 

There he did see, that pleased much his sight, 

That even he himselfe his eyes envyde. 

An hundred naked maidens lilly white 

AU raunged in a ring, and dauncing in delight. 



XII. 

AU they without were raunged in a ring. 
And daunced round ; but in the midst of them 
Three other ladies did both daunce and sin?, 
llie whitest the rest them round about did nerome, 
And like a girlond did in compasse stemme ; 
And in the middest of those same three was placed 
Another damzell, as a precious gemme. 
Amidst a ring most richly well enchaced, 
That with her goodly presence all the rest much 
graced. 

xni. 

Looke ! how the crowne, which Ariadne wore 

Upon her yvory forehead that same day 

That Theseus her unto his bridale bore, 

When the bold Centaures made that bloudy fray 

With the 6erce Lapithes which did them dismay ; 

Being now placed in the firmament. 

Through the bright heaven doth her beams display, 

And is unto the starres an ornament. 

Which round about her move in order excellent. 



XIV. 

Such was the beauty of this goodly bnnd, 

Whose sundry parts were here too long to tell : 

But she, that in the midst of them did stand, 

Seem'd all the rest in beauty to excell, 

Crownd with a rosie girlond that right well 

Did her beseeme : and ever, as the crew 

About her daunst, sweet flowres that far did smell 

And fragrant odours they uppon her threw ; 

But, most of all, those three did her with gifts endow. 

XV. 

Those were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Handmaides of Venus, which are wont to haunt 
Uppon this hill, and daunce there day and night: 
Those three to men all gifts of grace do graunt ; 
And all, that Venus in herself doth vaunt, 
Is borrowed of them : but that faire one. 
That in the midst was placed paravaunt, 
Was she to whom that shepheard pypt alone ; 
That made him pipe so merrily, as never none. 

XVI. 

She was, to weete, that iolly shepheards lasse, 
Which piped there unto that merry rout ; 
That iolly shepheard, which there piped, was 
Poore Colin Clout, (who knows not Colin Clout?) 
He pypt apace, whilest they him daunst about. 
Pype, iolly shepheard, pype thou now apace 
Unto thy love that made thee low to lout j 
Thy love is present there with thee in place ; 
Thy love is there advaunst to be another grace. 



XTII. 



Much wondred Calidore at this straonge sight. 

Whose like before his eye had never seene ; 

And standing long astonished in spright. 

And rapt with pleasaonee, wist not what to weene; 

Whether it were the traine of beauties queene. 

Or njrmpbes, or faeries, or Michaiinted snow. 

With which his eyes mote have deluded bctoie. 

Therefore, resolvmg what it was to knoiv. 

Out of the wood he rose, and toward them did p 



zvm. 



But, soone as he appeared to their vew. 
They vanisht all awaj out of his sight. 
And cleane were gone, which way he never Imew 
All save the shepneard, who, for fell despight 
Of that displeasure, broke his bag-pipe qmgfat; 
And made great mone for that imbappy tnme : 
But Calidore, though no lesse sory wight 
For that mishap, yet seeing him to moume. 
Drew neare, that he the truth of all by him mote \ 
leame: J 

zix. 

And, first him greeting, thus unto him. spake ; 
" Haile, iolly shepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Here leadest in this goodly merry-make, 
Frequented of these gentle nymphes alwayes. 
Which to thee flocke to heare thy lovely layes ! 
Tell me what mote these dainty damzels be, 
Which here with thee doe make their pleasant playes 
Right happy thou, that mayest them freely see ! 
But why, when I them saw, fled they away firom me \ 



I 



XX. 



" Not I so happy," answerd then that swaine, 
" As thou unhappy, which them thence didst cbace, 
Whom by no meanes thou canst recall againe ; 
For, being gone, none can them bring in place. 
But whom they of themselves list so to grace." 
" Right sorry I," saide then Sir Calidore, 
" That my ill-fortune did them hence displace : 
But since things passed none may now restore, 
Tell me what were they all, whose lacke theegrierea 
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Tho gan that shepheard thus for to dilate * 
" Then wote, thou shepheard, whatsoe'er thou !)«, 
That all those ladies which thou sawest late. 
Are Venus damzels, all within her fee. 
But differing in honour and degree ; 
They all are graces which on her depend ; 
Besides a thousand more which ready bee 
Her to adome, whenso she forth doth wend * 
But those three in the midst, doe chiefeon her atteixi- 

XXII. 

" They are the daughters of sky-rulint^ love, 
By him begot of faire Eurynome, 
The Oceans daughter, in this pleasant grove, 
As he, this way comming from feastful glee 
Of Thetis wedding with Aecidee, 
In sommers shade himselfe here rested wearv. 
The first of them bight mylde Euphrosyne, ' 
Next faire Aglaia, last Thalia merry ; 
S weete goddesses all three, which me in mirtH^I 
cherry ! 
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*' These three on men all gracious giils hestow, 
Which decke the body or adome the mynde. 
To make them lovely or well-favoured show j 
As comely carriage, entertainment kinde, 
Sweete semblaunt, friendly offices that bynde. 
And all the complements of curtesie : 
They teach us, how to each degree and kynde 
We should ourselves demeane, to low, to hie, 
To friends, to foes ; which skill men call civility. 

XXIV. 

" Therefore they alwaies smoothly seeme to smile, 
That we likewise should mylde and gentle be ; 
And also naked are, that without guue 
Or false dissemblaunce all them plaine may see. 
Simple and true from covert malice free ; 
And eeke themselves so in their daunce they bore, 
That two of them still froward seem'd to bee. 
But one still towards shew'd herselfe afore ; 
That good should from us goe^ then come in greater 
store. 

XXV. 

** Such were those goddesses which ye did see : 
But that fourth mayd, which there amidst them 
Who can aread what creature mote she bee, [traced. 
Whether a creature, or a goddesse graced 
With heavenly gifts from heven first enraced ! 
But whatso sure she was, she worthy was 
To be the fourth with those three other placed : 
Yet was she certes but a countrey lasse ; 
Yet she all other countrey lasses larre did passe : 

XXVI. 

" So farre, as doth the daughter of the day 
All other lesser lights in light excell ; 
So farre doth she in beautyfull array 
Above all other lasses beare the bell ; 
Ne lesse in vertue that beseemes her well 
Doth she exceede the rest of all her race ; 
For which the graces, that here wont to dwell, 
Have for more honor brought her to this place, 
And graced her so much to be another grace. 

XXVII. 

" Another grace she well deserves to be. 
In whom so many graces gathered are. 
Excelling much the meane of her degree ; 
Divine resemblaunce, beauty soveraine rare, 
Firme chastity, that spight ne blemish dare ! 
All which she with such courtesie doth grace. 
That all her peres cannot with her compare. 
But quite are dimmed when she is in place : 
She made me often pipe, and now to pipe apace. 

xxvin. 

" Sunne of the world, great glory of the sky. 

That all the earth doest lighten with thy rayes, 

Great Gloriana, greatest majesty ! 

Pardon thy Shepheard, mongst so many layes 

As be hath sung of thee in all his dayes, 

To make one minime of thy poore handmayd. 

And underneath thy feete to place her prayse ; 

That, when thy glory shall be farre displayd 

To future age, of her this mention may be made !" « 



XXIX. 

When thus that shepheard ended had his speach, 
Sayd Calidore ; " Now sure it yrketh mee, 
That to thy blisse I made this luckelesse breach. 
As now the author of thy bale to be, 
Thus to bereave thy loves deare sight from thee : 
But, gentle shepheard, pardon thou my shame. 
Who rashly sought that which I mote not see.*' 
Thus did tne courteous knight excuse his blame. 
And to recomfort him all comely meanes did frame. 

XXX. 

In such discourses they together spent 
Long time, as fit occasion forth them led ; 
With which the knight himselfe did much content. 
And with delight his greedy fieuicy fed 
Both of his words, which he with reason red. 
And also of the place, whose pleasures rare 
With such regard his sences ravished. 
That thence he had no will away to fare. 
But wisht that with that shepheard he mote dwelling 
share. 

XXXI. 

But that envenimd sting, the which of yore 

His poysnous point deepe fixed in his hart 

Had left, now gan afresh to rancle sore. 

And to renue the rigour of his smart; 

Which to recure, no skill of leaches art 

Mote him availe, but to retume againe 

To his wounds worker, that with lovely dart 

Dinting his brest had bred his restlesse paine ; 

Like as the wounded whale to shore flies from the 



mame. 



XXXII. 



So, taking leave of that same gentle swaine. 
He backe returned to his rusticke wonne. 
Where his faire Pastorella did remaine : 
To whome in sort, as he at first begonne. 
He daily did apply himselfe to donne 
All dewfuU service, voide of thoughts impure ; 
Ne any paines ne perill did he shonne. 
By which he might her to his love allure. 
And likiug in her yet untamed heart procure 

XXXIII. 

And evermore the shepheard Coridon, 
Whatever tiling he did her to aggrate. 
Did strive to match with strong contention. 
And all his paines did closely emulate ; 
Whether it were to caroll, as they sate 
Keeping their sheepe, or games to exercize. 
Or to present her with their labours late : 
Through which if any grace chaunst to arize 
To him, the shepheard straight with iealousie did 
frize. 

XXXIV. 

One day, as they all three together went 
To the greene wood to gather strawberies, 
There chaunst to them a dangerous accident : 
A tigre forth out of the wood did rise. 
That with fell clawes full of fierce gourmandize. 
And greedy mouth wide-gaping like hell-gate. 
Did runne at Pastorell her to surprize ; 
Whom she beholding, now all desolate, 
Gan cry to them aloud to helpe her all too late. 
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ZZXT. 



Which Condon flrat hearing, ran in hast 

To reakoe her ; hot, when he saw the feend. 

Through cowherd feare he fled away as &st, 

Ne durst abide the daanger of the end ; 

His life he steemed dearer then his frend : 

Bnt Calidore soone comming to her ayde. 

When he the beast saw ready now to rend 

His loves deare spoile, in which his heart was prayde, 

He ran at him enraged, instead of being fira^nde. 

xxxru 

He had no ypettpon but his shepheards hooke 
To serve the rengeaunce of his wrathfull will ; 
With which so steniely he the monster strooke. 
That to the ground astonished he fell ; 
Whence ere he could recou'r, he did him quelle 
And hewing off bis head, it presented 
Before the feete of the faiie Pastorell ; 
Who, scarcely yet from former feare exempted, 
A thousand tunes him thaqktthat had her death pre- 
Tented. 

zxxni. 

From that day forth she gan him to affect. 

And daily more her favour to augment; 

But Condon for cowherdise reiect. 

Fit to keepe sbeepe, unfit for loves content : 

The gentle heart scomes base disparagement. 

Yet Calidore did not despise him quight. 

But usde him friendly for further intent. 

That by his fellowship he colour might 

Both his estate and lore from skill of any wight. 

zxxvin. 

So well he wood her, and so well he wrought her. 

With humble service, and with daily sute, 

That at the last unto his will be brought her ; 

Which he so wisely well did prosecute, 

That of his love he reapt the timely frute. 

And ioyed long in close felicity : 

Till Fortune, fraught with malice, blinde and brute. 

That envies lovers long prosperity, 

Blew up a bitter storme of foule adversi^. 

XXZIZ. 

It fortuned one day, when Calidore 
Was hunting in the woods, as was his trade, 
A lawlesse people, brigants bight of yore. 
That never usde to live by plough nor spade, 
But fed on spoile and booty which they made 
Upon their neighbours, which did nigh them border, 
The dwelling of these shepheards did invade ; 
And spoyld their houses, and themselves did murder, 
And drove away their flocks : with other much dis- 
order. 



XL. 



Amongst the rest, the which they then did pray, 

Thev spo;|rld old Melibee of all be had. 

Ana all his people captive led away ; 

Mongst which this lucklesse maya away was lad. 

Fairs Pastorella, sorrowfull and sad, 

Moct sorrowful], moat sad, that ever ai^h't. 

Now made, the spoile of tbeeves and bnganta bad. 

Which was the conquest of the mntlest knight 

That aver lir'd, and th' onely ffiarj of hia might. 



zu. 



With them also was taken Condon, 

And carried captive by those theerea awmy ; 

Who in the covert of the night, that none 

Mote them descrv, nor reskue from their flray. 

Unto their dwellmg did them close convaj : 

Their dwelling in a little island was. 

Covered with shrubby woods, in which no way 

Appeared for people m nor out to pas 

Nor any footing iynde for overgrowen graa : 



zui. 

For underneath the ground their way was made 
Through hollow caves, that no man mote discover 
For the thicke shrubs, which did them alwaiea shads 
From view of living wight and coyered oyer ; 
But Darkenesse drMl and daily Night did hover 
Through all the inner parts, wherem they dwelt ; 
Ne lightned was with window, nor with lover. 
But with continnall candle light, which ddt 
A doubtfuU sense of things, not so well seene as feic 

zun. 

Hither those brigants brought their present pr^» 
And kept them with continuall watch and ward; 
Meaning, ao aoone as they conyenient may. 
For slaves to sell them for no small reward 
To merchants, which them kept in bondi^ hard. 
Or sold againe. Now when faire Pastorell 
Into this place was brought, and kept with gaid 
Of griesly tbeeves, she thought herself in hm\. 
Where with such damned fiends she should in dark- 
nesse dwelL 

zuv. 

But for to tell the dolefnll dreriment 
And pittifull complaints which there she made, 
(Where day and night she nought did bnt lament 
Her wretched life shut up in deadly- shade. 
And waste her goodly bmu^, which did fade 
Like to a flowre that feeles no heate of sunne 
Which may her feeble leaves with comfort glade,'^ 
And what befell her in that theevish wonne^ 
Will in another Canto better be begonne. 
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CANTO XI. 



The theeves fall out for Pastorell, 
Whilest Melibee is slain : 

Her Cdidore from them redeemes, 
And bringeth backe againe. 



The ioys of love, if they should ever last 

Without affliction or disquietnesse 

That worldly chaunces doe amongst them cast. 

Would be on earth too great a blessednesse, 

Liker to heaven then mortall wretchednesse : 

Therefore the winged god, to let men weet 

That here on earth is no sure happinesse, 

A thousand sowres hath tempred with one sweet, 

'J'o make it seeme more deare and dainty, as is meet 



u. 

Like as is now befalne to this &ire mayd, 
Faire Pastorell, of whom is now my song : 
Who being now in dreadfull darknesse layd 
Amongst tibose thee ves, which her in bondage strong 
Detaynd ; Yet Fortune, not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater mischiefe on her threw. 
And sorrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
That whoso heares her heavinesse, would rew 
And pitty her sad plight, so changed from pleasaunt 
hew. 

m. 

Whylest thus she in these hellish dens remayned. 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts unrest, 
It so befell, as Fortune had ordajrned, 
That he which was their capitaine profest. 
And had the chiefe commaund of idl the rest. 
One day, as he did all his prisoners rew. 
With lustfull eyes beheld that lovely guest, 
Faire PastorelU, whose sad moumefull hew 
Like the faire morning clad in misty fog did shew. 



XT. 

At sight whereof his barbarous heart was fired. 
And inly burnt with flames most raging whot. 
That her alone he for his part desired 
Of all the other pray which they had got, 
And her in mjrnde did to himseue allot. 
From that day forth he kyndnesse to her showed. 
And sought ner love by all the meanes he mote ; 
With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed. 
And mixed threats among, and much unto her vowed. 



But all that ever he could doe or say 

Her constant m3rnd could not a whit remove. 

Nor draw unto the lure of his lewd lay. 

To graunt him favour or afford him love : 

Yet ceast he not to sew, and all waies prove. 

By which he mote accomplish his request. 

Saying and doing all that mote behove; 

Ne day nor night he suffired her to rest. 

Bat her all night did watch, and all the day molest 



VI. 

At last, when him she so imp6rtnne saw. 
Fearing least he at length the raines would lend 
Unto his lust, and make his will his law, 
Sith in his powre she was to foe or friend ; 
She thought it best, for shadow, to pretend 
Some shew of favour, by him gracing small. 
That she thereby mote either freely wend. 
Or at more ease continue there his thrall : 
A little well is lent that gaineth more withall. 



vir. 

So from thenceforth, when love he to her made, 

With better tearmes she did him entertaine, 

Which gave him hope, and did him halfe perswade, 

That he in time her ioyance should obtaine : 

But when she saw, through that small favours gaine. 

That further then she willing was he prest ; 

She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine 

A sodaine sickenesse which her sore opprest. 

And made unfit to serve his lawlesse mindes behest. 



VIII. 

By meanes whereof she would not him permit 

Ooce to approach to her in privity. 

But onely mongst the rest by her to sit. 

Mourning the rigour of her malady. 

And seeking all things meete for remedy : 

But she resolv'd no remedy to fynde. 

Nor better cheare to shew in misery, 

Till Fortune would her captive bonds unbynde : 

Her sickenesse was not of the body but the mynde. 



IX. 

During which space that she thus sicke did lie. 
It chaunst a sort of merchants, which were wount 
To skim those coastes for bondmen there to buy. 
And by such trafficke after gaines to hunt 
Arrived in this isle, though bare and blunt, 
T' inquire for slaves ; where being readie met 
By some of these same theeves at th' instant brunt. 
Were brought unto their captaine, who was set 
By his faire patients side with sorrowfull regret. 



X. 

To whom they shewed, how those marchants were 

Arriv'd in place their bondslaves for to buy ; 

And therefore pray'd that those same captives there 

Mote to them ror their most commodity 

Be sold, and mongst them shared equtdly. 

This their request the captaine much appalled ; 

Yet could he not their iust demaund deny. 

And willed streight the slaves should forth be called^ 

And told for most advantage not to be fbxataUed. 
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Tbra forth the f(ood old Me1ibe« wai brought. 
And Condon with many other moe, 
U hom they before in diverse spovlet had canght ; 
All which he to the niarchanti Mle did showe: 
Till tome, which did the sundry prisoners knowe, 
Gan to inquire for that (aire shepherdesse, 
Which with the rest they tooke not long agoe ; 
And gan her forme and feature to expresse, 
Tbe more t* augment her price through praise of 
comlinesse. 

XII. 

To whom the captaine in full angry wise 
Made answere, that " the mayd of whom they spake 
Was his owne purchase and nis onely prize ; 
With which none had to doe, ne ought partake. 
But he himselfe which did that conquest make ; 
Litle for him to have one silly lasse -, 
Besides through sicknesse now so wan and weake. 
That nothinsr meet in merchandise to passe :" 
So shew'd uem her, to prore how pale and weeke 
she was. 

xni. 

The sight of whom, though now decayd and mard. 

And eke but hardly seene by candle-light. 

Yet, like a diamond of rich regard, 

In doubtful! shadow of the darkesome night 

With starrie beames about her shining bright, 

These marchants fixed eyes did so smaxe. 

That what through wonder, and what through delight, 

A while on her they greedily did gaze. 

And did her greatly Uke, and did her greatly praise. 



xiy. 

At last when all the rest them offred were. 
And prises to them placed at their pleasure. 
They all refused in regard of her ; 
Ne ought would buy, however prisd with measure, 
Withouten her, whose worth shove all threasure 
They did esteeme, and offred store of gold : 
But then the captaine, fraught with more displeasure, 
Bad them be still ; " his lore should not be sold ; 
The rest take if Uiey would ; he her to him would 
hold." 

XT. 

Therewith some other of the chiefest theeves 

Boldly him bad such iniurie forbeare ; 

For that same mayd, however it him greeves, 

Should with the rest be sold before hmi theare. 

To make the prises of the rest more dears. 

That with great rage he stoutly doth denay ; 

And, fiercely drawmg forth his blade, doth sweare 

That whoso bardie hand on her doth lay, 

It dearely shall aby, and death for handsell pay. 

XVI. 

Thus, as they words amongst them multiply, 
They fall to strokes the frute of too much talke. 
And the mad Steele about doth fiercely fiy, 
Mot sparing wight, ne leaving any bailee, 
But making way for Death at large to walks ; 
Who, the horror of the griesly nighi. 
In thousand dreadful shapes doth mongst them staike. 
And makes huee havocke ; whiles the candle-light 
Out-quenched Teaves no skill nor difference of wight. 



XTI. 



Like as a sort of hungry dogs, ymet 

About some carcase by the common way. 

Doe fall together, stry ving each to g^t 

The greatest portion of the greedie pray ; 

All on confused heapes themselves assay. 

And snstch, and byte, and rand, and tug, and teare; 

That who them sees would wonder at their fray, 

And who sees not would be affirayd to beare : 

Such was the conflict of those cruell brigants there. 

xyni. 

But, first of sU, their captives they doe loll. 

Least they shoald ioyne against the weaker side. 

Or rise asainst tbe remnant at their will • 

Old Melioee is slaine ; and him beside 

His aged wife ; with many others wide : 

But doridon, escaping crwtily, 

Creepes forth of dores, whilst darknea him doth hide, 

And flyes away as halt as he can hye, 

Ne stayeth leave to take before his friends doe dye. 



XIX. 

But Pastorella, wofull wretched elfe. 
Was by the captaine all this while defended. 
Who, minding more her safety then himaelfip. 
His target alwayes over her pretmded ; 
By meanes whereof, that mote not be amended. 
He at the length was slaine and layd on ground. 
Yet holding fast twixt both his armea extended 
Fayre Pastorell, who with tbe selfe same wound 
Launcht through the smie fell down with him ii 
drearie swound. 



XX. 



There lay she covered with confused preasse 
Of carcases, which dying on her fell : 
Tho, whenas he was dead, the fray g^an ceasse ; 
And each to other calling did compell 
To stay their cruell hands from slaughter fisll, 
Sith they that were the cause of all were gone : 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well ; 
And, lighting candles new, gan search anone. 
How many of their firiends were slaine, how ma>/ 
fone. 



XXf. 



Their captaine there they cruelly found kild. 
And in bis armes the dreary dying mayd. 
Like a sweet angell twixt two clouds uphild ; 
Her lovely light was dimmed and decayd 
With cloud of death upon her eyes displayd ; 
Yet did the cloud make even that dimmed light 
Seeme much more lovely in that darknesse lavd, 
And twixt the twinckling of her eye-lids bright 
To sparke out litle beames, like starres in fogg^ 
night. 



XXII. 



But, when they mov'd the carcases aside. 
They found that life did yet in her remaine * 
Then all their helpes they busily applyde 
To call the soule backe to her home ag^aine : 
And wrought so well, with labour and long paine, 
That they to life recovered her at last : 
Who, sighing sore, as if her hart in twmne 
Had riven bene and all her hart-strings brast. 
With drearie drouping eyne lookt up like one agbait' 
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XZIU. 



There sbe beheld, that sore her grier'd to see, 
Her father and her friends about her lying, 
Herselfe sole left a second spoyle to bee 
Of those, that having saved her from d^jdng 
Benew'd her death by timely death denying* 
What now is left her but to wayle and weepe, 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying ! 
Ne cared she her wound in teares to steepe, 
Albe with all their might those brigants her did 
keepe. 



zxiv. 



But when they saw her now reliv'd againe, 
They left her so, in charge of one, the best 
Of many worst, whp with unkind disdaine 
And cruell rigour her did much molest ; 
Scarse yeelding her due food or timely rest. 
And scarsely sufiring her infestred wound, 
That sore her pajrn'd, by any to be drest. . 
So leave we her in wretched thraldome bound. 
And turne we back to Calidore, where we him found. 



XXV. 

Who when he backe returned from the wood. 
And saw his shepheards cottage spoyled quight, 
And his love reft away ; he wexed wood 
And halfe enraged at Xh&t rueful! sight ; 
That even his hart, for very fell despight. 
And his owne flesh he readie was to teare : 
He chauft, he griev'd, he fretted, and he sigh't. 
And fared like a furious wyld beare. 
Whose whelpes are stolne away, she being other- 
where. 

XXVI. 

Ne wight he found to whom he might complaine, 
Ne wight he found of whom he might inquire i 
That more increast the anguish of his paine : 
He sought the woods, but no man could see there ; 
He sought the plaines, but could no tydings heare : 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine rebound ; 
The playnes all waste and emptie did appeare ; 
Where wont the shepheards oft their pypes resound, 
And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one he 
found. 

ZXVII. 

At last, as there he romed up and downe, 
He chaunst one coming towards him to spy. 
That seem'd to be some sroie simple clowne. 
With ragged weedes, and lockes upstaring hye, 
As if he did from some late daunger fly, 
And yet his feare did follow him behynd : 
Who as he unto him approached nye. 
He mote perceive, by signes which he did fynd. 
That Coridon it was, the silly shepheards hynd. 

XXVIII. 

Tho, to him running fast, he did not stay 
To greet him first, but askt where were the rest. 
Where Pastorell? — who full of fresh dismay. 
And gushing forth in teares, was so opprest. 
That he no word could speake, but smit his brest. 
And up to heaven his eyes fast-streming threw : 
Whereat the knight amaz'd, yet did not rest, 
But askt againe. What ment that rufuU hew ; 
Where was his Pastorell? Where all the other 
crawl 



XXIX. 

" Ah ! well away," sayd he, then sighing sore, 
" That ever I did live this day to see. 
This dismall day, and was not dead before. 
Before I saw feire Pastorella dye ! " 
" Die ! out alas !** then Calidore did cry, 
" How could the death dare ever her to quell ! 
But read thou, Shepheard, read what destiny 
Or other dyrefuU hap from heaven or hell 
Hath wrought this wicked deed : doe feare away, 
and tell." 

XXX. 

Tho, when the shepheard breathed had awhyle. 
He thus began ; " Where shall I then commence 
This wofull tale ? or how those brigants vyle 
With cruell rage and dreadfiiU violence 
Spoyld all our cots, and caried us from hence ; 
Or how faire Pastorell should have bene sold 
To marchants, but was sav'd with strong defence ; 
Or how those theeves, whilest one soughtherto hold, 
Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and 
bold. 

XXXI. 



" In that same conflict (woe is me !) befell 
This fatall chaunce, this doleful! accident, 
Whose heavy tydings now I have to tell. 
First all the captives, which they here had bent. 
Were by them slaine by general! consent ; 
Old Melibee and his good wife withal! 
These eyes saw die, and dearely did lament : 
But, when the lot to Pastorell did fall. 
Their Captaine long withstood, and did her death 
forstall. 

xxxn. 

" But what could he gainst all them doe alone ? 
It could not boot ; needs mote she die at last ! 
I onely scapt through great confusione 
Of cryes and clamors, which amongst them past, 
In dreadful! darknesse, dreadfully aghast ; 
That better were with them to have bene dead, 
Then here to see all desolate and wast, 
Despoyled of those ioyes and iollyhead, 
Which with those gentle shepheards here I wont to 
lead." 

XXXIU. 

When Calidore these rueful! newes had raugbt. 
His hart quite deaded was with anguish great. 
And all his wits with doole were nigh distraught, 
That he is face, bis bead, his brest did beat. 
And death itselfe unto himselfe did threat ; 
Oft cursing th' heavens, that so cruell were 
To her, whose name he often did repeat ; 
And wishing oft, that he were present there 
When she was slaine, or had bene to her succour 



nere. 



XXXIV. 



But after griefe awhile had had his course. 
And spent itselfe in mourning, he at last 
Began to mitigate bis swelling sourse. 
And in his mind with better reason cast 
How he might save her life, if life did last ; 
Or, if that dead, how he her death might wreake ; 
Sith otherwise he could not mend thing past; 
Or, if it to revenge he were too weake. 
Then for to die with her, and his lives threed tQ 
breake. 
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XXIV. 

1 bo C!<iridoo 1m prajd, aitb b« w^U kiMrw 
'f >«• r««di« wsy luito tba< ibcvrub wobo«. 
To «r«a<4 wub him, aad b« bis eoodoct tnw 
VnUf thm bUe*, U» ••• wbst »boald be doaoc : 
f 5ut b», wIh/m b«rt tbrouKb few* was late fordonae. 
Would ooc Cur cMigbt b« drawoc to fonot dnde ; 
Dut bv all If lift tba daunger kootrna did aboosia : 
Y«C (.alulora to wall bun wroon^t witb macd. 
And laira baapoba witb wonU, tbat ba at laat agraad. 

XXXVI. 

Ho (i/rih Uiay go% togatbar (God bafora) 

H'iCb dad ill ibrpbAarda waads a gn a a bly. 

Arid botb witb •b«>pb«ardt book«t ; but Calidore 

Had, undfrncatb, bim armad yrivily : 

TUo, to tl»« placa wlM>n tbay afiproacbad nye, 

Tl»ay cbaunat, ujKin an bill not farra away, 

K/iiDa flf^kat of ab#apa and ahapbaards to eapy ; 

Tu wlKMn tbay botb a|p«ad to take tbair way, 

Itt bopa tbara nawaa to laaroa, bow tbay mota beat 



XXXVII. 

'Hiar* did tb«fy find, that which tbay did not faare, 
I'ha Mlf-aama flocks the which those thaavas had reft 
From Malibaa and from themselves whyleare ; 
And certaina of the theavas there by them left, 
I'he which, for want of beards, themselves then kept : 
Uif(ht well knew Coridon his owne late shaepe, 
And, seeinff them, for tender pittie wept : 
Hut, when Tie saw the theeves which did them keepe, 
liis hart gan fay la, alba be saw tbam all aalaepe. 

XXXVIIf. 

Dut (!alidora racomfortlng his griefe, [wade ; 

lliough not his feare ; for nought may feare diss- 
Him hardly forward divw, whereaa the thiefe 
I MY slaej)ing soundly in the bushes shade, 
Wnoro Condon him oounseld to invade 
Now all un wares, and take the apoyle away ; 
Jlut ha, that in his mind had cloaaly made 
A further purpose, would not so them slay, 
Jlut gently waking them gave tham the time of day. 

ZXXIX* 

1*ho, sitting downa by tbam upon the graana, 
Of suiidria things ba nurpoit gtn to raina, 
11iMt ha by tbam miffnt oartaina tydingi waena 
Of Pastorall, ware tna iliva or ilaina t 
MmigMt which tba Uiaavaa tbam quaationad agiina, 
What mistar man, and ake Arom wbanoa they ware* 
Tu whom \\\py answarM, as did appartaina, [lara 
11mt thay wara poora haardgroomas, the which why- 
Had (torn thair malstars flad, and now aought hyra 
alsawht^ra. 

XL. 

Whereof right glad thay saamM, and ofi^r made 
To hyre tham wall if tliay thair ilockes would kaopa : 
For they thomsalvas ware avill groomaa, they aayd, 
Unwont with beards to watoh or ptsture shaepe, 
But to forray the land, or sooura the doape. 
Thereto they soone agreed, and aaruost tooke 
To keepe their flockes for litle hyra and ohapa ; 
For they for better hyra did abortly looke : 
Bo there all day they bode, till light tba aky fonooke. 



I 



Tbo. 

I'atotbcir betlashdeaa those iWivm 
Where abortly tbay m till - « 

And all the aeeraia of tSeir catnjles aoogfit 
There did tber fad, eosfxine to their Aou ght, 
Tbat Paatorell vet lived ; bat all Ae warn, 
Werft dead, rig)it ao aa Coridoa had taac;ht ; 
Whereof tbcy botb fiiD glsd and UydTSd 
Bvtcbioiy Calidore, whoai griefe had 




At length, when they 

In dead of nij^t, whan all the theory 

After a late rorray, and afefit fall soond. 

Sir Calidore htm ann'd, aa be thoagbi 

Having of lata by diligent inquast 

Provided him a awora of neaaest aort ; 

With which he atrdght went to the captaiaea 

But Coridon durst not with bim cooaoit, 

Se durst abide behind for dread of wone eSotL 

XUIL 

When to the cave they came, they foond it (ast : 
But Calidore with huge resistleaae mi^ht 
The dores aasayled, and the locka up hrast : 
With noyse whereof the theefe awaking light 
Unto the entrance ran ; where the bold Knight 
Encounterine him with amall resiatence slew : 
The whilea laire Pastorell through great afiigfat 
Was almost dead, misdoubting leaat of new 
Some uprore were like that which lately she did rew. 

zuv. 

But whenas Calidore waa comen in. 

And gan aloud for Pastorell to call, 

Knowine bis voice, although not heard long sin. 

She sudden was revived therewithall. 

And wondrous ioy felt in her spirita thrall : 

Like him that being long in tempest tost. 

Looking each houre into Deatbes mouth 'to fall 

At length espyes at hand the bappie coat. 

On which he safety hopes that earst feared to be k>st. 

XLV. 

Her gentle hart, that now long season past 

Had never ioyance felt nor chearefnll thought. 

Began some smacke of comfort new to tast 

Like l^feful heat to nummed senses brought, 

And life to feele that long for death had sought: 

Ne lease in hart reioyced Calidore, 

When he her found ; but, like to one distraught 

And robd of reason, towards her him bore • 

A thousand times embrast, and kist a thousand mw* 

XLVI. 

But now by this, with noyse of late uprore 
The hue and cry was raysed all about ; ' 
And all the brigants flocking in great store 
Unto the cave gan preasse, nought having dout 
Of that was doen, and entered in a rout. 
But Calidore in th' entry close did stand. 
And. entertayning them with courage sto'ut 
SMI .1 — tj,^ formost that came first to hand • 
^l the entry waa with bodies maad. 
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And Bellamoiir agaiiM lo well her pImmhI 
With dmvljr trr'w mad tttonduice dew, 
llwt of L«r lore be wm entjreljr teiied. 
And cloeelj did ber w«d, but knowme co fSnr : 
Which when ber fmtber undentood, be grew 
In so ^reet re^ that them in dongeon deepe 
Without compestion cmelly be threw ; 
Yet did to ttreightly tbematunder keepe, 
That neither coald to eompany of tb' other creepe. 



TI. 



Nathletee Sir Belhrnonr, whether through srace 
Or lecret guifts, to with bis keepen wrought. 
That Co hie lore iometimee be came in place ; 
Whereof ber wombe unwist Co wi|;ht waa fraaght. 
And in dew time a mayden child forth brought : 
Which the atreigbtwajr (for dread least if ber sjrre 
Should know thereof Co slay he would bare sought) 
Delirered Co ber bandmayd, that for byre 
She sboold it cause be fostred under struunge attyre. 



ni. 



The trustie damxell bearing it abrode 

Into the emptie fields, where living wight 

Mote not bewray the secret of her lode. 

She forth gan lay unto the open light 

The litle babe, to take thereof a eight : 

Whom wbvlest she did with watrie eyne behold. 

Upon the utle brest, like cbrisuU bright. 

She mote perceive a little purple mold. 

That like a rose her silken leavea did fiure unfold* 



Tin. 



Well she it markt, and pittied the more. 
Yet could not remedie her wretched case ; 
But, closing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw'd with teares there left it in the place ; 
Yet left not quite, but drew a little space 
Behind the bushes, where she her did hyde. 
To weet what mortall hand, or heavens grace. 
Would for the wretched infants helpe provyde ; 
For which it loudly cald, and pittimlly cryde. 

IX. 

At length a abepbeard, which thereby did keepe 
Hia fleecie ilocke upon the plavnes around. 
Led with the infants cry that loud did weepe. 
Came to the place ; where when he wrapped found 
Th' abandond spoyle, be softly it unbound; 
And, seeing there that did him piltie sore. 
He tooke it up and in his mantle wound ; 
So home unto his honest wife it bore. 
Who as ber owne it nurst and named evermore. 



X. 

Thus long continu'd Claribell a thrall. 
And Bellamour in bands ; till that her syre 
Departed life, and left unto them all : 
Then all the stormes of fortunes former yre 
Were tumd, and they to freedome did retyre. 
Thenceforth they ioy'd in happinesse together. 
And lived long m peace and love eatyre. 
Without disquiet or dislike of ether^ 
JtU timB that Calidofe brought Paatordla tbetber. 



Both whom tber goodly well did enteitaine \ 
For Bellamour knew dalidore right well. 
And lored lor bis p ro w e aa e, «th they twaine 
Lone since bad fimgbt in fidd : als Clazibell 
Ne lease did tender the (aire Pastorell, 
Seeing ber weake and wan throagh durance \m% 
There their awhile together thoa did dwell 
In much delight, and many ioyaa unonf^, 
Untill the damaeH gan to wez more MMind and itroo; 



xn. 



Tho gan Sir Calidore him to advize 
Of hia first quest, which be had long^ forlore, 
Asham'd to thinl»» bow be that enterpriie. 
The which the Faery Queene bad long afore 
Bequeath'd to him, foralacked bed so aore; 
That much be feared least reproeclilull bfaane 
With foule dishonour him mote blot therefore; 
Besides the lease of so much loos and fiune. 
As through the world thereby ^K^y^i^ glorifie \k 



XIII* 

Therefore, resolving to retume in hast 

Unto so great atcbievement, he bethought 

To leave hia love, now perill being past. 

With Claribell ; wbylest be that monster sooght 

Throughout the wond, and to destruction brwigbi 

So taking leave of his fiure Paatorell, 

Whom to recomfort all the meanes he wrought. 

With thanks to Bellamour and Claribell, 

He went forth on bsa quest, and did that him befell 

XIV. 

But first, ere I doe his adventures tell 
In thia exploite, me needeth to declare 
What did betide to the faire Paatorell, 
During his absence left in heavy care. 
Through daily mourning and nightly mis&re : 
Yet did that auncient matrone all sibe might, 
To cherish her with all things choice and rare ; 
And her owne bandmayd, that Melissa bight, 
Appointed to attend her dewly daj and nighL 



XV. 



Who in a morning, when this maiden fiure 
Was dighdng her, having ber snowy brest 
As yet not laced, nor her golden hairs 
Into their comely tresses dewly drest, 
Cbaunst to espy upcm her yvory chest 
The rosie marke, which she remembred well 
That litle infant had, which forth she kest. 
The daughter of her Lady Claribell, 
The which she bore the whiles in prison she did^ 



XVI. 



\ 
\ 
\ 
I 
\ 






W^hich well avising, streight she gan to cast 
In her conceiptfiill mynd that this faire mavd 
Was that same in&nt, which so long sith past 
She in the open fields had loosely layd 
To fortunes spoile, unable it to ayd : 
So, full of ioy, streight forth she ran In bast 
Unto her mistresse, being halfe dismayd, ..fc^ 

To tell her, how the heavens had ber graste, S 

To save ber chylde, which in mialbrtimesBMial^* ^ 
plaste. 
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ZZIX. 

But Calidor*, ihmtot no whit tfirajd, 
RAoeouBtrod him with to impetuoiu mirht. 
That ih' watnfo of hit riolonoo be stayd. 
And bet ebeclM thremtning in reine to bite. 
And spitting forth the poTton of hit tpight 
That fomed all about hit bloodj iawea : 
Tho, rearing up hit former feete on bight. 
He rampt upon him with his rareoout pawea. 
At if he would have rent him with hit cruell ohiwea : 

xzx. 

But he right well aware, his rage to ward. 
Did cast his shield atweene ; and, tberewithall 
Putting his puissaunce forth, pursu'd so hsrd. 
That beckeward he enforced lum to fall ; 
And, being dowoe, ere he new helpe could call. 
His shield he on him threw, and fast downe held ; 
Like at a bullocke, that in bloudy stall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is feld. 
Is forcdilj kept downe, till he be throughlj queld. 

zxxx. 

Full cruelly Ae beast did rage and rore 
To be downe held, and maystred so with might. 
That he ^^an firet and fome out bloudy gore. 
Striving m raine to rere himself upnght : 
For still, the more he strore, the more the knight 
Did him suppresse, and forcibly subdew ; 
That made tum almost mad for fell despight : 
He grind, be bit, he scracht, he renim threw. 
And &red like a feend right horrible in hew : 

xxxn. 

Or like the hell>bome hydra, which they faine 
That great Alcidee whilome orerthrew. 
After that he had labourd long in raine 
To crop his thousand heads, the which still new 
Torth budded, and in greater number grew. 
Such was the fury of this hellish beast, 
Whileet Calid<Mre him under him downe threw ; 
Who nathemore his beery load releest. 
But aye, the more he rag*d, the more his powre 
increast. 

xjLxm. 

Tho, when the beast taw he mote nought arafle 

By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply. 

And thaqiely at him to rerile and raile 

With bitter tennes of sbamef nil infiuny ; 

Oft interiaduig many a forged lie. 

Whose like he nerer once did apeake, nor heare, 

N<Hr ever thought thing ao nnworthilr : 

Yet did he nouji^t, for all that, him forbeare. 

But strained inm so streightly that he chokt him 



xxx\. 



At last, wbeoas he found his force to ahrincke 

And rage to quaile, he tooke a musxle strong 

Of surest yron made with many a lincke ; 

Therewith he mured up his mouth along. 

And theran shut np his blasphemous tong. 

For nerer more denming gentle knight. 

Or unto lorely lady doing wrong : 

And thereunto a great lonsr chaine he tidht, [apight. 

Wiib which be drew him foith, eren in bit own de- 



Like at whyl^ime that atrong Tiryntfaian awaioe 
Brought forth with him the dreeafuU dog of beO 
Against hit will fott bound in yron chaine. 
And roring horribly did him compell 
To tee the halefull aunne, that he might teQ 
To griesly Pluto, what on earth was donne. 
And to the other damned gbotta wrhich dwell 
For a3re in darkenette whid& day-li^ht doth shoooe 
So led this knight hit captyre with like cooqui 



wonne. 



Yet greatly did the beatt repine nt those 
Straunge bandt, whoae like till then he nerer boR^ 
Ne erer any durst till then impone ; 
And chauffed inly, teeing now no nune 
Him libertr wat left aloud to rore : 
Yet durst he not draw becke, nor onoe withstand 
The prored powre of nohle Calidcxe ; 
But trembled underneath his nught hand. 
And like a fearefoU dog him fcdlowed throufb k 
land. 

zxxni. 

Him through all Faery land he foUow'd so. 
As if he leiumed had obedience long. 
That all the people, whereso he did go. 
Out of their townes did round about mm throng, 
To see him leade that beast in bondage stroog; 
And seeing it, much wonder'd at the sight : 
And all such persons, as he earst did wrong, 
Reioyced much to see his captire plight. 
And much admyr'd the beast, but more adiayT'd tkl 
knight 

xxxmi. 

Thus was this monster, by the maystring migit 
Of doughty Calidore, snpprest and tamed. 
That nerer more he mote endanunadge wight 
With his rile tongue, which niany had d^uDed, 
And many causelesse caused to be blamed : 
So did he eeke long after this remaine, 
Untill that, (whether wicked fiite so fiamed 
Or foult of men,) he broke his yron chaine, 
And got into the worid at liberty againe. 

XXXfX, 

Thenceforth more mischiefe and more sca:^ 
To mortsQ men than he had dime b^ore ; [i 
Ne erer could, by any, more be brought* 
Into like bends, ne mAjstted any more : 
Albe that, long time after Calidore, 
The good Sir Pellees him tooke in hand ; 
And after him Sir Lamoracke o£ yore - 
And all his brethren borne in BrUaine land; 
Yet none of them could e^er brin^ him into hd\ 



• 



So now he raungeth throngh the world agaiE*. 
A nd rkgeth sore in each degree and state ; 
Ne any is that may him now restraine. 
He growen is so great and strong of late. 
Barking and biting all that him doe bate, 
^be they worthy bbme, or deeie of crinei 
Ne spareth he most learned wits to rate 

Ne spareth he the gentle poets rime ; ' 
But rends, without regard of p^son or of ds* 



»TO XIL] THE FAERTE QUEENE. »41 

XLI. 

Ne may this homely verse, of many meanest, 

Hope to escape his venemous despite. 

More than my former writs, all were they cleanest 

From blamefull blot, and free from all that wite 

With which some wicked tongues did it backebite, 

And bring into a mighty peres displeasure. 

That never so deserved to endite 

Therefore do you, my rimes, keep better measure. 

And seeke to please \ that now ia cou: -ed wise men threasure* 
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CANTO VI. 






Proad Change (not pleasd in mortall things 

Beneath the moone to raigne) 
Pretends, as well of gods as men, 

To be the soreraine. 



I 
I'l 

:1 



z 



What man that sees the ever- whirling wheele 
Of Change, the which all mortall things doth sway, 
But that thereby doth find, and plainly feele, 
How Mutability in them doth play 
Her cruell sports to many mens decay? 
Which that to all may better yet appeare, 
I will rehearse, that whylome I heard say. 
How she at first herself began to reare 
Gainst all the gods, and ut' empire sought from 
ibma to beare. 



.. *' 



n. 



But fii^t, here falleth fittest to unfold 

Her antique race and linage ancient. 

As I have found it reg^trad of old 

In Faery land mongst records permanent. 

She was, to weet, a daughter by descent 

Of those oldJTitans that did whylome strive 

With Saturnes sonne for heavens regiment ; 

Whom though high love of kingdome did deprive. 

Yet many of their stemme long after did survive i 



lU. 



And many of them afterwards obtained 
Great power of love, and high authority : 
As Hecate, in whose almighty hand 
He plac't all rule and principality. 
To be by her disposed diversly 
To gods and men, as she them list divide ; 
And drad Bellona, that doth sound on hie 
Warres and allarums unto nations wide, 
1 hat makes both heaven and earth to tremble at her 
pride* 



IV. 



So likewise did this Titanesse aspire 
Rule and dominion to herselfe to gaine ; 
That as a goddesse men might her admire. 
And heavenly honours yield, as to them tw 
And first, on earth she sought it to obtaine 
Where she such proofe and sad examples si 
Of her great power, to many ones great pai 
That not men onely (whom she soone subd 
But eke all other creatures her bad dooingi 



T. 



For she the face of earthly things so changi 
That all which Nature had establisht first. 
In good estate, and in meet order ranged. 
She did pervert, and all their statutes burst 
And all die worlds faire frame (which none 
Of gods or men to alter or misguide) 
She altered quite ; and made them all accun 
That God had blest, and did at first provide 
In that still happy state for ever to abide. 



VI. 



Ne shee the lawes of Nature onely brake 
But eke of iustice, and of policie • 
And wrong of right, and bad of good did m 
And death for life exchanged foolishlie : 
Since which, all living wights have learned 
And all this world is woxen daily worse. 
O pittious worke of Mutabilitie, 
By which we all are subiect to that curst 
And death, instead of life, have sucked i 
nurse I 
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SIX. 

'11m hemrens henid staid not to replTf 

])ut pMt mwmj, bit doings to relate 

Unto his lord ; who now, in tb' highMt sky. 

Was placed in bis prindpall estate. 

With all the gods about him congr^^te : 

To whom when Hermes had his message told. 

It did them all exceedingly amate, [bold, 

Sare lore ; who changing nought his count*nance 

Did anto them at length these speeches wise unfold. 

XX. 

" Harken to mee awhile, ye heavenly powers : 
Ye may remember since tn' earths cuned seed 
Sought to assaile the heayens etemall towers. 
And to us all exceeding feare did breed ; 
But, how we then defeated all their deed, 
Yee all doe knowe, and them destroied quite ; 
Yet not so quite, but tliat there did succeed 
An off-spring of their bloud, which did alite 
Upon the fruitiuU earth, which doth us yet despite. 



XXI. 

" Of that bad seed is this bold woman bred, 
That now with bold presumption doth aspire 
To thrust fiure Phirbe from her silrer bed. 
And eke ourselves from heavens high empire. 
If that her might were match to her deaire : 
Wherefore it now behoves us to advise 
What way is best to drive her to retire ; 
Whether by open force, or counsell wise : 
Areed, ye sonnes of God, as best ye can devise." 

XXII. 

So having said, he ceast ; and with his brow 

(His black eye-brow, whose doomefuU dreaded beck 

Is wont to wield the world unto his vow. 

And even the highest powers of heaven to check,) 

Made signe to them in their degrees to speake : 

Who straight gan cast their counsell grave and wise. 

Meanewhile th' earths daughter, though she nought 

(lid reck 
Of Hermes message, yet gan now advise 
What course were best to take in Ibis hot bold em- 
prize. 

XXTII. 

Kftsoones she thus resolv'd ; that whil'st the gods 

(After retume of Hermes embassie) 

Were troubled, and amongst themselves at ods ; 

Before they could new counsells re-allie, 

To set upon them in that extasie, 

And take what fortune, time, and place would lend : 

So forth she rose, and through the purest sky 

To loves high palace straight cast to ascend. 

To prosecute her plot: good onset beads good end. 

XXIV. 

Shee there arriving boldly in did pass ; 

Where all the gods she found in counsell close. 

All quite unarm 'd, as then her manner was. 

At sight of her they suddaine all arose 

In great amaze, ne wist what way to chose : 

But love, all fearlesse, forc't them to aby ; 

And in his soveraine throne gan straight dispose 

Ilimselfe, more full of grace and maiestie, 

'' hat moteencheare his friends, and foes mote temfie. 



zxr. 



That when the haughty Titanesse beheld. 
All were she fraught with pride and impudence. 
Yet with the si^t thereof was almost queld ; 
And, inly qnakmg, seem'd as reft of sense 
And voyd of speech in that drad audience ; 
Untill that love himselfe herselfe bespoke : 
" Speake, thou fraile womtfi, spcnike with confidearf ; 
Whence art thou, and what doost thou herenov 

make? 
What idle errand hast thou earths mansion to fv* 

sake?" 

XXVI. 

Shee, halfe confused with his great commaund. 
Yet gathering apirit of her natures pride. 
Him boldlr answer*d thus to his demaund ; 
" I am a daughter, by the mothers side. 
Of her that is grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the gods, great Earth, great Chaos child : 
But by the fathers, be it not en vide, 
I greater am in bloud, whereon I build. 
Then all the gods, though wrongfully from hearai 
exil'd. 

xxvn. 

" For Titan, as ye all acknowled|^ must. 
Was Saturnes eider brother by birth-right; 
Both sonnes of Uranua ; but by uniust 
And guilefiill meanes, through 'C or ybantes slight, 
llie yonujger thrust the elder from his right : 
Since which thou, love, iniuriously hast held 
1'he heavens rule from Titans sonnes by mio^ht ; 
And them to hellish dungeons downe hast teid : 
Witnesse, ye heavens, the truth of all that 1 bare 
teld!" 

xxrnt. 

Whil'st she thvs spake, the gods that gave good nrt | 
To her bold words, and marked well hen- giaoe, 
(Beeing of atatura tall as any there 
Of all the gods, and beautifull of face 
As any of the goddesses in place,^ 
Stood all astomed ; like a sort of steeres, 
Mongst whom some beast of strange and forrainene^ 
Un wares is chaunc't, far straying from his peeret: 
So did their ghastly gaze bewray their hidden feres. 

XXIX. 

Till, having panz'd awhile, love thus bespake; 
" Will never mortall thoughts cease to aspire 
In this bold sort to heaven claime to make. 
And touch celestiall seates with earthly mire ? 
I would have thought that bold Procrustes hire, 
Or Typhons fall, or proud Ixions peine 
Or great Prometheus tasteing of our ire. 
Would have suffiz'd the rest for to restraine, 
And warn'd all men, by their example, to r^rain« 



I 



XXX. 

'' But now this off-scum of that cursed fry 
Dare to renew the like bold enterprise 
And chalenge th' heritage of this our skie ' 
Whom what should hinder, but that we likewise 
Should handle as the rest of her allies. 
And thunder-drive to hell ?" With that he shook* 
His nectar-deawed locks, with which the skyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke, 
And eft his burning levin-brond in hand he tooU 
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ZMII. 

No waj hm foand to comptsM his d«sir«, 

but to corrupt Molannm, this her Biaid, 

llrr to discoTsr for sobm sivret hire: 

t^> har with flattering words be first sssaid ; 

Aod. mfter, pleesing giAs for her norraid, 

Qupeoe-mpnles, sod red cherries from the tree. 

With which he her allured and betraid 

To tell what time he might her lady see 

When she heraelfo did hatha, that hv might secret bee. 

ZUT. 

Thereto bee promist, if she would iiim pleasure 
With tliis small boons, to quit her with a better ; 
To weet, that whereas shee had out of measure 
Ix>ng lov'd the Fanchin, who bjr nought did set her. 
That he would undertake for this to get har 
To be his lore, aod of him liked wfll : 
Besides sll which, he row'd to be li^r debter 
For many moe good tumes then be would tell ; 
llie least of which this little pleasure should excell. 

ZLT. 

The simple maid did yield to him anone ; 

And eft him placed where be cluse might riew 

I'hat never auv saw, save onely one. 

Who, for his hire to so foole-hardy dew. 

Was of his hounds devour'd in hunters hew. 

llio, as her manner was on sunny day, 

Diana, with her nymphes about her, drew 

To thisi Hweet spnng ; where, dofling her array. 

She bath'd her lovely limbes, for love a likely pray. 

XL VI. 

There Faunus saw that pleased much his eye. 
And made his hart to tickle in his brest, 
I'hat, for great ioy of somewhat be did spy, 
lie could him not containe in silent rest ; 
But, breaking forth in laughter, loud profest 
His foolish tnought : a foolish faune indeed, 
I'hat couldst not hold thyselfe so hidden blest, 
But wouldest needs thine owne conceit areed ! 
Babblers unworthy been of so divine a meed. 

XLVIZ. 

The goddesse, all abashed with that noise. 
In haste forth started from the guilty brooke; 
And, running straight whereas she beard his voice, 
Knclos'd the bush about, and there him tooke 
Like darred Iwrke, not daring up to looke 
On her whose sight before so much he sought. 
Thence forth they drew him by the homes, and sbooke 
Nigb all to peeces, that they left him nought ; 
Aad then into the open light tiiey forth him brought. 

XLVIII. 

Like as an huswife, that with busie care 
Thinks of her dairie to make wondrous gaine, 
Finding whereas some wicked beast unware 
That breakes into her dayr* house, there doth draine 
Her creaming pannes, and frustrate all her paine j 
Hath, in some snare or gin set close behind. 
Entrapped him, and caught into her traine. 
Then thinkes what punishment were be*t assign d. 
And thousand deathes dcviseih in her vengefull 
mind : 



So did Diana and bar majdena all 
Use silly Faontia. now within their baila : 
They mocke and aoona him, and him fonla mis 
Some by the noaa him pluckt, aonie bj the taik 
And by hia goatish beard some did Imn haile : 
Yet be (poore soule !) with patience aH did bei 
For nought against thinr wila might oountemiL 
Ne ought he said, whatever he did henre ; 
Bat, hanging downa hia head, did like a ■ 
appears. 

I. 

At length, when diey had floated him their fiD, 
Tbey gan to cast whst penaunce him to give, [i 
Some would have gelt him ; but that aame wi 
The wood -gods breni, which most for erer live 
Others would through the rirer hini hare drive 
And ducked deepe ; but that aeem'd penaunce lig 
But most agreea, and did this aentmce give. 
Him in deares skin to clad ; and in that plight 
To hunt him with their hounda, himaelfe save 1 
hea might* 

LI. 

But Cynthia'a aelfii, more ang^ then the rest. 
Thought not enough to punish him in sport. 
And of her ahame to muke a gamesome iest: 
But gan examine him in straigbter aort. 
Which of her nymphes, or other close consort, 
Him thither brought, and her to him betraid. 
He, much affeard, to her confeaaed ahort 
That 'twas Molanna which her no bewraid. 
Then all attonce their bands upon Molanna laid 

But him (according as they had decreed) 
With a deeres-skin tbey covered, and then chsit 
With all their hounds that after him did speed ; 
But he, more speedy, from them fled more &A 
Then any deere ; so sore him dread aghast 
They after foUow'd all with ahrill out-cry. 
Shouting as they the heavens would have brast ,* 
That all the woods and dales, where he did flie, 
Did ring againe, and loud reeccho to the akie. 

Lfll. 

So they him follow'd till they weary were; 
When, back returning to Molann' againe. 
They, by commaund'ment of Diana, there [p*^ 
Her whelm'd with stones : Yet Faunus, mr h 
Of her beloved Fanchin did obtaine. 
That her he would receive unto hia bed. 
So now her waves passe through a pleasant plaitf 
Till with the Fanchin she berselfe doe wed. 
And, both cumbiu'd, themselves in one fuire rir 
spred. 

LIV. 

Nath'lesse Diana, full of indignation. 
Thenceforth abandond her deUcious brooke : 
In whose sweete streame, before that bad occasi<Ki 
So much delight to bathe her limbes she tooke: 
Ne onely her, but also quite forsooke 
All those fuire forrests about Arlo hid • 
.A«H oil that mountaine, which doth overlooks 
champian that may else be rid • 
Shure, in which are thousand' salffC 
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Tbem all, and all that ahe so deare did way. 
Thenceforth she left ; and, parting from the place. 
Thereon an heavy baplesse curse did lay ; 
To weet, that wolres, wh^re she was wont to space. 
Shou'd harboured be and all those woods deface. 
And thieves should rob and spoile that coast around. 
Since which, those woods, and all that goodly chase 
Doth to this day with wolves and thieves abound : 
Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers since have found : 



CANTO VII. 

Pealing from love to Natures bar. 

Bold Alteration pleades 
Large evidence : but Nature soone 

Her righteous doome areads. 



I. 

Ah ! whither dost thou now, thou greater rouse. 

Me from these woods and pleasing forrests bring ? 

And my fraile spirit, that dooth oft refuse 

1 his too high flight unfit for her weake wing, 

Lift up aloft, to tell of heavens king 

( Thy soveraine sire) his fortunate successe ; 

And victory in bigger noates to sing, 

V\ hich he obtain'd against that Titanesse, 

lliat him of heavens empire sought to dispossesse ? 



If. 

Yet, sith I needs must follow thy behest, 
Doe thou my weaker wit with skiU inspire. 
Fit for this tume ; and in my sable brest 
Kindle fresh sparks at that immortall fire 
AVhich learned minds inflameth with desire 
Of heavenly things : for who, but thou alone 
'J hat art ybome of heaven and heavenly sire. 
Can tell things doen in heaven so long ygone. 
So farre past memory of man that may be knowne ? 

nx. 

Now, at the time that was before agreed. 
The gods assembled all on Arlo Hill ; 
As well those that are sprung of heavenly seed. 
As those that all the other world doe fill. 
And rule both sea and land unto their will : 
Onely th* infemall powers might not appeare j 
As well for horror of their count'naunce ill. 
As for th' unruly fiends which they did feare ; 
Yet Pluto and Proserpina were present there. 

IV. 

And thither also came all other creatures. 
Whatever life or motion doe retaine, 
According to their sundry kinds of features ; 
That Arlo scarsly could them all containe ; 
So full they filled every hill and plaine : 
And had not Natures Sergeant ^that is Order) 
Them well disposed by his buisie peine. 
And raunged farre abroad in every border, 
They would have caused much confusion and dii»- 
orUer. 



Then forth issew'd (great goddesse) great Dame 
With goodly port and gracious maiesty, [Nature, 
Being far greater and more tall of stature 
Then any of the gods or powers on hie ; 
Yet certes by her face and physnomy, 
Whether she man or woman mly were, 
That could not any creature well descry ; 
For, with a veile that wimpled every where. 
Her head and fiaice was hid that mote to none ap- 
peare. 

VJ. 

That, some doe say, was so by skill devized. 

To hide the terror of her uncouth hew 

From mortall eyes that should be sore agrized } 

For that her face did like a lion shew. 

That eye of wight could not indure to view : 

But others tell that it so beautious was. 

And round about such beames of splendor threw, 

That it the sunne a thousand times did pass, 

Ne could be scene but like an image in a glass. 



VII. 

That well may seemen true ; for well I weene 
That this same day, when she on Arlo sat. 
Her garment was eo bright and wondrous sheene, 
That my fraile wit cannot devize to what 
It to compare, nor finde like stuffe to that : 
As those three sacred saints, though else most wise. 
Yet on Mount Thabor quite their wits forgat 
When they their glorious lord in stranjre disguise 
Transfigur'd sawe ', his garments so (ud daoe their 
eyes. 

vui. 

In a fayre plaine upon an equall hill 

She placed was in a pavilion ; 

Not such as craftesmen by their idle skill 

Are wont for princes states to fashion ; 

But th' earth herself, of her owne motion, 

Out of her fruitfull bosome made to growe 

Most dainty trees, that, shooting up anon. 

Did seeme to bow their bloosnunff lieods fiiU lowe 

For homage unto her, and like • Uiroo 
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IX. 



So bard it is for any living wight 

All her array and vestiments to tell, 

That old Dan Geffrey (in whose gentle spright. 

The pure well-head of poesie did dwell) 

In his Foules Parley durst not with it mell. 

But it transferd to Alane, who he thought 

Had in his Plaint of Kindes describ'd it well : 

Which who will rrad set forth so as it ought. 

Go seek he out that Alane where he may be sought* 



X. 

And all the earth far underneath her feete 
"Was dight with flowers, that voluntary grew 
Out of &xe ground, and sent forth odours sweet ; 
Tenne thousand mores of sundry sent and hew, 
That might delight the smell, or please the view, 
The which the nymphes from all the brooks thereby 
Had gathered, they at her foot-stoole threw ; 
That richer seem*d then any tapestry. 
That princes bowres adome with painted imagery. 



XI. 

And Mole himselfe, to honour her the more, 
I3id deck himself in freshest faire attire ; 
And his high head, that seemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned frosts of former winters ire. 
He with an oaken girlond now did tire. 
As if the love of some new nymph late seene 
Had in him kindled youthfuU fresh desire. 
And made him change his gray attire to greene : 
Ah ! gentle Mole, such icyance hath thee well 
beseene. 

XII. 

Was never so great iovance since the day 

That all the gods whyfome assembled were 

On Haemus hill in their divine array. 

To celebrate the solemne bridall cheare 

'J'wixt Peleus and Dame Thetis pointed there ; 

Where PhcEbus self, that god of poets bight, 

Th6y say, did sing the spousall hymne full cleere. 

That all the gods were ravisht with delight 

Of his celestiall song and musicks wondrous might. 

XIII. 

Tlus great grandmother of all creatures bred. 

Great Nature, ever young, yet full of eld ; 

Still mooving, yet unmoved from her sted ; 

Unseene of any, yet of all beheld ; 

Thus sitting in her throne, as I have teld, 

Before her came Dame Mutabilitie ; 

And, being lowe before her presence feld 

With meek obaysance and humilitie. 

Thus gan her plainiif plea with words to amplifie : 

XIV. 

To thee, O greatest goddesse, onely great. 
An humble suppliant loe 1 I lowely fly. 
Seeking for right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Who right to all dost deale indifferently, 
Damning all wrong and tortious iniurie, 
Which any of thy creatures doe to other • 

Oppressing them with power unequally, 
Sith of them all thou art the equall mother. 
And knittest each to each, as brother unto brother. 



XV. 

" To thee therefore of this same love I plaine, 

And of his fellow gods that fiedne to be. 

That challenge to ti^emselves the whole worlds raiga, 

Of which the greatest part is due to me. 

And heaven itselfe by heritage in fee : 

Eor heaven and earth I both alike do deeme, 

Sith heaven and earth are both alike to thee ; 

And gods no more then men thou doest esteeme : 

For even the gods to thee, as men to gods, do 8eem& 

XVI. 

" Tlien weigh, O soveraigne goddesse, by what right 
These gods do claime the worlds whole soveraiaty; 
And that is onely dew unto my might 
Arrogate to themselves ambitiously : 
As for the gods owne principality. 
Which love usurpes uniustly, that to be 
My heritage, love's selfe cannot deny. 
From my great grandsire Titan unto mee 
Deriv'd by dew descent ; as is well known to thee. 

xvir. 

'' Yet mauger love, and all his gods beside, 

I doe possesse the worlds most regiment; 

As if ye please it into parts divide. 

And every parts inholders to convent. 

Shall to your eyes appeare incontinent. 

And first, the earth (great mother of us all) 

That only seems unmov'd and permanent. 

And unto Mutability not thrall. 

Yet is she chang'd m part, and eeke in generall : 

xviii. 

" For all that from her springs, and is ybredde. 

However fayre it flourisn for a time. 

Yet see we soone decay ; and, being dead. 

To turne again unto their earthly slune 

Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime. 

We daily see new creatures to arize. 

And of tlieir Winter spring another Prime, 

Unlike in forme, and chang'd by strange disguise - 

So turne they still about, and change in restlesse wise. 



I 



XIX. 



" As for her tenants ; that is, man and beasts ; 

The beasts we daily see massacred dy 

And thralls and vassals unto mens beheasts ; 

And men themselves doe change continually, 

From youth to eld, from wealth to poverty. 

From good to bad, from bad to worst of all : 

Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly ; 

But eeke their minds (which they immortall call) 

Still change and vary thoughts, as new occasions fall 



XX. 

" Ne is the water in more constant case ; 
Whether those same on high, or these belowe : 
For th' ocean moveth still from place to place ; 
And every river still doth ebbe and flowe ; 
Ne any lake, that seems most still and slowe, 
Ne poole so small, that can his smoothnesse holde 
When any winde doth under heaven blowe ; 
With which the clouds are also tost and roll'd. 
Now like great hills ; and straight, like sluces, th«m 
unfold. 
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XXX. 

" So likewise are all watry living wigbts 

Still tost and turned with continuall change. 

Never abyding in their stedfast plights : 

The fish, still floting, doe at random range. 

And never rest, but evermore exchange 

Their dwelling places, as the streames them carrie : 

Ke have the watry foules a certaine grange 

Wherein to rest, ne in one stead do tarry ; 

But flitting still doe flie, and still their places vary. 

xxn. 

'* Next is the ayre : which who feeles not by sense 

(For of all sense it is the middle meane^ 

To flit still, and with subtill influence 

Of his thin spirit all creatures to maintaine 

In state of life? O weake life ! that does leane 

On thing so tickle as th' unsteady ayre, 

Which every howre is changed, and altred cleane 

With every blast that bloweth fowle or faire : 

The fiEure doth it prolong; the fowle doth it irapaire. 

xxm. 

' Therein the changes infinite beholde, 
V^hich to her creatures every minute chaunce ; 
Now boyling hot ; streight friezing deadly cold ; 
Now faire sun-shine, that makes all skip and daunce ; 
Streight bitter storms, and baleful! countenance 
That makes them all to shiver and to shake : 
Kayne, hayle, and snowe do pay them sad penance. 
And dreadful! thunder-claps (that make them quake) 
With flames and flashing lights that thousand changes 
make. 

XXIV. 

' Last is the fire; which, though it live for ever, 
Ne can be quenched quite ; yet, every day, 
W^see his parts, so soone as they do sever, 
To-iose their heat and shortly to decay ', 
So makes himself his owne consuming pray ; 
Ne any living creatures doth he breed ; 
But all, that are of others bredd, doth slay ; 
And with their death his cruel! life dooth feed ; 
Nought leaving but their barren ashes without seede. 

XXV. 

" Thus all these fewer (the which the groundwork 
Of all the world and of all living wights) [bee 

To thousand sorts of change we subject see : 
Yet are they changed by other wondrous slights 
Into themselves, and lose their native mights ; 
The fire to aire, and th* ayre to water sheere, 
And water into earth ; yet water fights 
With fire, and aire with earth, approaching neere ; 
Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 

XXVI. 

** So in them all raignes Mutabilitie; 

However these, that gods themselves do call. 

Of them doe claime Sie rule and soverainty ; 

As Vesta, of the fire sethereall ; 

Vulcan, of this with us so usual! ; 

Ops, of the earth ; and luno, of the ayre ; 

Neptune, of seas ; and nymphes, of nvers all : 

For all ti^ose rivers to me subiect are ; 

And all the rest, which they usurp, be all my share. 



XXVII. 



** Which to appro ven true, as I have told. 
Vouchsafe, O goddesse, to thy presence call 
The rest which doe the world in being hold , 
As times and seasons of the yeare that fall : 
Of all the which demand in generall. 
Or iudge thyselfe, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they are not subiect all." 
Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by 
Bade Order call them all before her maiesty. 



xxviu. 

So forth issew'd the seasons of the yeare : 
First, lusty Spring all dight in leaves of flowres 
That freshly budded and new bloosmes did beare. 
In which a thousand birds had built their bowres 
That sweetly sung to call forth paramours ; 
And in his hand a iavelin he did beare. 
And on his head (as fit for warlike stoures) 
A guilt engraven morion he did weare ; 
That as some did liim love, so others did him feare. 

XXIX. 

Then came the iolly Sommer, being dight 

In a thin silken cassock coloured greene. 

That was unlyned all, to be more light : 

And on his head a girlond well beseene 

He wore, from which as he had chauffed been 

llie sweat did drop ; and in his hand he bore 

A bowe and shaftes, as he in forrest greene 

Had hunted late the libbard or the bore, 

And now would bathe his limbes with labor heated 



sore. 



XXX. 



Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad 
As though he ioyed in his plentious store. 
Laden with fruits that made Iiim laugh, full glad 
That he Iiad banisht hunger, which to-fore 
Had by the belly oft him pinched sore : 
Upon his head a wreath, that was enrold 
With ears of come of every sort, he bore , 
And in his hand a sickle he did holde. 
To reape the ripened fruits the wliich the earth had 
yold. 

XXXI. 

Lastly, came Winter cloathed all in frize. 
Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill ; 
Whil'st on his hoary beard his breath did freese. 
And the dull drops, that from his purpled bill 
As from a limbeck did adown distill : 
In his right hand a tipped stafife he held. 
With which his feeble steps he stayed still ; 
For he was faint with cold, and weak with eld ; 
That scarse his loosed limbes he hable was to weld. 



XXXII. 

These, marching softly, thus in order went. 

And after them the monthes all riding came ; 

First, sturdy March, with brows full sternly bent 

And armed strongly, rode upon a ram, 

The same which over Hellespontus swam ; 

Yet in his hand a spade he also hent, 

And in a bag all sorts of seeds ysame, 

Which on the earth he strewed as he went, [ment. 

And fild her womb with fruitful! hope of nourish- 
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xzxin. 

Next cmme freth Aprill, full of lustyhed. 
And wanton m • kid whose borne new buds : 
Upon a bull be rode, tbe tame wbich led 
Buropa floting through th' ArgoUck fluidf i 
His homes were rildea all with golden studs. 
And (garnished with garlonds goodlj dight 
Of all tbe fairest flowres and freshest buds [s'gbt 
Which th' earth brings forth ; and wet he seem'd in 
With waves, through which he waded for his loves 
delight. 

XXXIV. 

Then came faire May, the fa3rrest majd on ground, 
Deckt all with dainties of her seasons pryde. 
And throwing flowres out of her lap around : 
Upon two bretbrens shoulders she did nde, 
The twinnes of Leda ; which on eyther side 
Supported her like to their soveraine queene : 
Lord ! how all creatures laugbt when her they spide^ 
And leapt and daunc't as they bad ravisht beene ! 
And Cupid selfe about her fluttred all in gieene. 

And after her came ioUy lune, arrayd 
AH in greene leaves, as be a player were : 
Vet in his time be wrought as well as playd. 
That by bis plough-yrons mote right well appeare : 
Upon a crab he rode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling steps an uncouth pase. 
And backward yode, as bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to their face ; [grace 
Like that ungracious crew which faines demurest 

XXXYI. 

Then came hot luly boyling like to fire. 
That all bis garments be bad cast away : 
Upon a lyon raging yet with ire 
He boldly rode, and made him to obay : 
(It was the beast that wbylome did forray 
The N^msan forrest, till th' Amphjrtrionide 
Him slew, and with bis bide did him array :) 
Bebinde bis backe a sithe, and by his side 
Under his belt he bore a sickle circling wide. 

zzxvn. 

The siTt was August, being rich arrayd 
In garment all of gold downe to the ground : 
Yet rode he not. but led a lovely mayd 
Forth by the lilly band, tbe which was cround 
With eares of come, and full her hand was found : 
That was the righteous virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made abound; 
But, after Wrong was lov'd and lustice solde, 
She left th' unrighteous world, and was to heayen 
extols 

xxxvin. 

Next him September marched eeke on foote ; 
Yet was he heavy laden with the spoyle 
Of harvests riches, which he made his boot. 
And him enricht with bounty of the soyle : 
In his one band, as fit for harvests toyle, 
He held a knife-hook ; and in th' other band 
A paire of waights, with which he did assoyle 
Both more and lease, where it in doubt did stand. 
And equall gave to each as lustice duly scann'd. 



xxxnu 

Then came October full of merry glee ; 
For yet his noule was totty of the most. 
Which he was treading in the wine-fats see. 
And of the ioyous oyle, whose gentle gust 
Made him so frollick and so full of lost : 
Upon a dreadfuU scorpion he did ride. 
The same wbich by Dianaes doom uniust 
Slew great Orion *, and eeke by his side 
He hM'hia ploughing-share and coolter ready tyd( 

XL. 

Next was November ; be full grosse and fiit 

As fed with lard, and that right well might aeeaie ; 

For he had been a fiitting hog^ of late. 

That yet liis browes with sweat did reek and steen 

And yet the season was full sharp and breem ; 

In planting eeke he took no small delight: 

Whereon he rode, not easie was to deeme ; 

For it a dreadful! centaure was in sight. 

The seed of Satume and faire Nais, Chiron hight 



xu. 

And after him came next the chill December : 
Yet he, through merrj feasting which he made 
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember * 
His Saviours birth his mind so much did glad : 
Upon a shaggy-bearded goat he rode. 
The same wherewith Dan love in tender yeares, 
They say, was nourisht by th' la&an mayd ; 
And in his hand a broad deepe bowie he beares, 
Of which he freely drinks an health to all his peens. 

XLir. 

Then came old lanuary, wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 
Yet did he quake and quiver like to quell. 
And blowe his nayles to warme than if he may ; 
For they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled w^ood 
And from the trees did lop the needlesse spray : 
Upon an huge great earth-pot steane he stood. 
From whose wide mouth there flowed forth the Ro> 
mane flood. 

XUII. 

And lastly came cold February, sitting 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride, 
Drawne of two fishes for the season fitting. 
Which through the flood before did sofUy slyde 
And swim away ; yet had he by his side 
His plough and hamesse fit to till the ground, 
And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride 
Of hasting Prime did make them burgein round. 
So past the .twelve months forth, and their dew 
places found. 

XLIV. 

And after these there came the Day and Night, 
Biding together both with equall pase ; 
Th' one on a palfrey blacke, the other white : 
But Night had covered her uncomely face 
With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace 
On top whereof the moon and stars were pight. 
And Sleep and Darknesse round about did trace : 
But Day did beare upon his scepters hight 
The goodly sun encompast all with beames bright 
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So 1iarin{[^ ended, silence long ensewed ; 
Ne Nature to or fro spake for m space. 
But with firme eyes affizt the ground still riewed. 
Meane while all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expecting th* end of this so doubtfull case, 
Did hang in long suspence what would ensew. 
To whether side should fidl the soreraigne place : 
At length she, looking up with chearefull view, 
I'he silence brake, and gave her doome in speeches 
few : 



Lvni. 

" I well consider all that ye hare sayd ; 
And bed that ull things stedfastnes doe hate 
And changed be ; yet, being rightly wayd. 
They are not changed from their first estate ; 
But by their change their being doe dilate ; 
And, turning to themselrub at length againe. 
Doe worke their owne perfection so by &te : 
Then over them Change doth not rule and raipCn 
But they raigne over Change^ and doe their saMJ 



LIX. 



" Cease therefore, daughter, further to aspire. 

And thee content thus to be rul'd by me : 

For thy decay thou seekst by thy desire : 

But time shall come that all shall changed bee. 

And from thenceforth none no more change shall see ! 

So was the Titaness put downe and whist. 

And love confirm 'd in his imperiall see. 

Then was that whole assembly quite dismist. 

And Natures selfe did vanish, wnither no man wist. 



THE VIIIth CANTO, UNPERFITE. 



I. 



When I bethinks me on that speech whyleare 
Of Mutability, and well it way ; 
Me seemes, that though she all unworthy were 
Of the heav'ns rule ; yet, very sooth to say. 
In all things else she bears the greatest sway : 
Which makes me loath this state of l^e so tickle. 
And love of things so vaine to cast away ; 
Whose flowring pride, so fading and so fickle, 
Short Time shall soon cut down with hia constmiing 
sickle ! 



Then gin I thinke on that which Nature sayd, 

Of that same time when no more change sull H 

But stedfast rest of all things, firmely stayd 

Upon the pillours of Eternity, 

That is contrayr to Mutabilitie : 

For all that moveth doth in change delight : 

But thenceforth all shall rest eternally 

With him that is the God of Sabaolh hight: 

O ! that great Sabaoth God, grant me that ' 

sight! 

• • e « • 



GLOSSARY. 



Aihtunce, to look ukance, en- 
Tioaaljr, obliqady, sidewsyi, 
mwry 

Atlaktt to mppemae 

AspeeU, mppearances 

Auay, proof, trial, attempt, attack 

AssmUj to free, to quit, AatoiUd, 
abftolred, discharged 

AitiA, to besot, deceive, make a 
Ibol of 

Auotted, stapified 

Auynd, marked oat 

A^tartt to startle 

AtUmd, Attoundf astonished 

Atchievement, enterprise, or per- 
formance 

Atearst, instantly 

Ate, did eat 

Atone, t. e. friends again ; at one ; 
Atoned, reconciled 

Attacht, apprehended, laid hold on 

Attaint, it did attaint ; it seemed 
to absorb it, and to put it out 
bv its superior splendour 

AttempVtr, tempter 

Attente^ most heed fully 

Attonce, once for all ; at one and 
the same time 

AttoM, bereaved, taken away hlto- 
getber 

Attrapt, Attrapped, adorned 

Atweeny between 

AiaUf to lower, abate, bring down, 
descend 

Avauntingf vaunting, the a super- 
added. According to Hughes 
it signifies advancing 

Avenge, vengeance. Avengement, 
revenge 

Aventured, it seems to be of the 
same signification with couched 

Avize, Avyge, Avise, to perceive, 
to consider. To behold, to ob- 
serve, to be sensible of. Hughes 

Avour, confession, acknowledg- 
ment 

Aumayid, enamelled 

A warned, warned, premonished 
whape, to astonish, to terrify 
, ever 

AyguleU, tagged points 



B. 



Bace, low, the lower parts, the 
bottom 

Bad, asked, entreated, prayed 

Baffuld, baffled, beat, defeated 

Bailie, power, a limit, a bound 

Bainx, banns 

Baisemains, compliments, respects 

Bal£, evil, mischief, misery, sor- 
row, burden 

Baleful, sorrowful, unfortunate, 
full of harm 

Bailie, to disappoint, baffle, frus- 
trate 

Bannerall, a little flag worn by 
knights on the top of tlieir 
lances 



Bannes, curses. To Ban, to 
corse. Bandj did curse 

Barbed, erobossed, adorned as the 
trappioi;! 

Barbes, bosses or ornaments in 
the trappings of a horse 

Barbican, an outer-work, gate, or 
watch-tower 

Bau, onto the base, below, bot- 
tom 

Bases, any coverings for the legs 

Basen, as. Big looka basen wide, 
i. «. extended as with wonder 

B^senet, a helmet 

Bashed, abashed 

Basted, wrought slightly, sewed 

Bate, did beat, Hughes. Did bite, 
Upfcn 

BattiU, to grow fat 

Bauldrick, a belt ; Bauldrick of the 
heavens, the zodiac, in which 
are the twelve signs 

Bay, to bark, Faerie Queene, 
Book L Canto 7, Stanza, 3, it 
signifies to bathe, cherish, or 
*fomenL . To hold or keep at 
bay, is the hunter's phrase of 
the stag, when the hounds aro 
baying, or barking at him 

Bayt, to rest 

Beacon, a raised building of ccm- 
bustible matter, to be fired in 
order to give notice to distant 
people of invasions. Upton 

Beadmen, prayer-men. 

BeadroU, properly a catalogue of 

{)rayers, but used for a cata- 
ogue in general 

Beard him, affront him to his face ; 
brave him 

Beare, a bier 

Beathed injire, hardened in the fire 

Beavy, a company 

Beauperes, equals, fair companions 

Bed, for bid, to pray 

Bedight, dressed, adorned 

Bedyde, dyed 

Begored, smeared with gore 

B^ved, kept within bounds 

Behest, command 

Behight, or behote, called, named ; 
and sometimes bid, promised, 
gave 

Behonfe, conrenience 

Belamay, fair friend 

Belamoure, a lover 

Belayed, laid over 

Beldame, good lady, good dame 

Bell-accoyla, fair reception, kind 
salutation 

Bellgards, beautiful looks 

Bellibone, fair maid 

Bends, bars placed cross- ways, a 
term in heraldry 

Benempt, bequeathed, named 

Bent, the propensity or inclina- 
tion ; sometimes yielding or 
complying 

Bents, rushes., bent grass ; bul- 
rushes 



I 



Bere, sometimes signifies we^ 

pressure, or besjring 
Bereave, to beresve^ to take vnj 
Beseek, beseech 
Beseem, to become^ to graoe, ft 

look seemly 
Befeen, well be§een, L e. oomtmji 

bearing s good aspect^ Ihb^ 

some treatment 
Besits, becomes, 
Besprint, or Beq>rent, bespriakU 
Bestadde, ill-used, distressed 
Bettead, beset, oppressed ; Uk 

stead, bad plight, conditioa 
Bet, did beat • 
Betake, took into his hand, bettr 

upon 
Beteem, deliver, hestow 
Betide, happen to, befidl 
Betight, betide, befall 
Bever, the sight or visor of s ki^ 

piece 
Bevie, a company, a troop 
Bewray, to discover 
Bichenneitt, contention, strife 
Bidding * his beadz, saying 

prayers 
Bilive, forthwith, inunediatdj 
Bi«iir, a bittern 
Blame, reproach 
Blatant beast, detraction 

sented as a monster 
B^2«, to divulge, or spread 
Bleard, dimmed, darkened 
BlemiJiment, hlemish, stam 
Blend, not only to mix, bat 

spoil with mixing, to coafM 

It also sometimes sisnifis 

blind ^ 

Bless, Spenser has used this 

to signify the waving or 

dishing of a sword 
Blin, to cease, g^ve over 
Blift for BUst, blessed, B.iT.C 

St 46. But inB.vi.C.& 

13. all €ibout so blest, it 

jured, wounded 
Blive, forthwith, presmtly 
Bloosme, blossom. pT(mio0' 

bloom, B. iv. C. 8. St 1 
Bode, did abide 
Bolt, an arrow 
Bond, bound ; kept as 
Bonnihel, a fair maid 
Boon, favour, request, petfti* 
Boot, advantage, help, pro" 
Bootless, unavailing, unpro 
Bard, to, to accost, to 

Bord, a jest 
Bordragings, ravagings ct 

sions on the borders 
Barrel, rude, clownish 
Bosse, a protuberance in the 

of the shield 
Boughts, circular folds or 
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C 
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Bonlted, sifted 
Bounty, goodness, generosffl 
Bourn, a brook or rivulet J 
Bouzing can, a large drinkiafj 
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GLOSSARY. 



Defend, kaep off, forbid 

Def ett0^ de&matioti 

Vtffly, fiiMly or nimblj 

Define, to end, to determine or 

decide 
Def'ould, defiled or brought to 

shame 
Defrayed, fumisbed 
Delatf'd, put Rwmy, remored 
Delicei, delight, plt-esare 
DelM, a pit or hollow pleee 
Demmnt, tieetaient 
DewteanSf Demayne, d em eenoor, 
carriage, behayionr; tometimea 
it signifiea to debate. Demeai- 
nure, Demeanwret as above 

Dempt, deemed, adjudged, lop- 
poaed 

Dent or Dint, blow 

Depeinten, painted 

Derring doe, bold deeds, man- 
hood, chiralry 

Deterive, describe 

DnpUeout, spiteful, maliciona 

Demgnment, plot, oonspiracj 

Desse, a seat 

Deviirful, full of rare derices or 
invention 

Devoir, duty 

Diaptue, a term in music includ- 
ing all tones 

Dightf to order, prepare, dress, 
adorn 

Dilate, enlarge upon 

Dirk, dark, or to darken 

Ditadvaunee, to withdraw, to stop 

Disaventurautt ill adventurous, 
unhappy, unlucky 

Ditdded, cut in two parts 

Diicloied, disengaged, untied 

Discure, discover 

Diteuit, shaken off, to remove, or 
put away 

Disease, for uneasiness 

Diseniratfled, drawn along float* 
ingly 

Dishabled, leasen'd 

Disleal knight^ perfidious, trai- 
torous 

Disloigndj Disloined, remote, far 

Disnuiyd, ugly, ill-^ped 

Dispence, consumption, expence, 
profusion 

Disple, discipline, correction 

Disport, sport, diversion, pastime 

Disprtdden,spre»A, diffused around 

Dispurveyance, want of provision 

Disseized, made to quit or relin- 
quish, dispossessed of 

Dissolute, languid, broken, B. L 
C. 7. St. 51. 

Disthnmiied, dethroned 

Distinct, varitHl. marked, beset 

Distmine, i. #. draw it, or break it 
asunder 

Distrtiught, drawn aside, distracted 

Dites, orders, directions 

A Ditt, a ditty, a song 

Doale, a dealing out 

Doale or Dole, sorrow, portion 



Dee, doe him not to dye, put him 
not to death 

Dafte, do off, pot off 

Dolor, Dclottr, grief, pain, sorrow 

Doole, complaint. Borrow, pain, 
grief 

Don, to do on, to put oq 

Dortoun, dormitories, or lodgings 
for monks 

Doted, dotinff, impaired 

Demetpere, from the French, lea 
dooae pairs : one of the twelve 
peers of France 

Doughtie, stout,valiant, coorageons 

Drad, dread, dreed, dreaded ; to be 
feared, honoured, reverenced 

Drapett, linen clothes 

Draught, a military detachment, 
B. iL C. 20. St 51. reaembUnce 

Dreare, Drere, Borrow, aadneaa 

Drent, drenched or drowned 

Dreriment, heaviness, sorrowful- 
ness 

Drerihedd, a aorrowfal and dreary 
state 

Dreet, ordered, prepared 

DretnU, a driveller, a fool 

Dr^, impulse, force, or driving 
on, purpose 

Drowsyheddf drowsiness 

Duresse, confinement, imprison- 
ment, hardship. 



£. 



Earns, £rti«, to yem, to be mored 
with GompasMon 

Earst, Erst, first, first of all, at 
first, before, formerly 

Easely, gentlv 

Easterlmgs,tike Germans so called 
bv the Britons 

Eath, easy 

Eeke, Eke, also ; it signifies like- 
wise to add, to increase, to aug- 
ment 

Effierced, made fierce and mad 

^oree, to force open, also to 
violate 

Effraide, frightened, afraid 

^t, again, likewise, soon 

Eftteones, again, presently, quick- 
ly, forthwith 

Eglantine, sweet briar, or wild 
rose 

Eld, old age 

Elf, a fairy. Etfin, the adjective 
of Elf 

Elles, else, already 

Embaee, to lessen', make base, dis- 
honoured 

Emhttrd, shut up 

Embattled cart, a warlike chariot 

I'mNiv, to bathe i also to cherish 
ami delight 

Emhayld, inclosed ; also made up 
intt> bales or packs 

KmKm«ni*#, entertain 

EmNi«s, has different sijnnifica- 
tions— .Iraw saiN^t, arms of 



embossed work, Ewsboet wiA 
gold, laiaed aa in relievo. Em- 
boot with pearlee, raised or over- 
laid. In ease embott, hid, con- 
cealed. The mUoage heatt as- 
boet in toeary ehaee, meanieg 
hard run and wearied out. T§ 
embesm hu epeare in his body,lt, 
to lodge, to incloee. But the 
most difficult place seems is 
B. iiL C. 1. 8u 64. ~ 



M to glariimt speik, 

probably from the Itaiianiiii- 

MMom, i. c by amlraaeade to 

avail themselves of so glorina 

a spoils — Upton. 
Embtnoed, imbewed, arehed; ov* 

vered archwise 
Emboyled, emboyling wrath, &i 

C. 5. St. 18. the same as Be^ 

Boyling 
Embrave, adorn, make brave or 

fine; to dress 
Erne, an uncle hj the modier^i 

side 
Emparlance, a law^ term, osed ii 

petitioning the court for re^ 
Empeaeh, to hinder 
Empsrt//, quartos ; folios laqMriii; 

endanger 
Emperisht, perislied, gone to roll 
Empight, placed, fixed 
Emprixe, enterprijse, undertakia; 
Enaunter, lest that 
Enchased, engraven, adorned, Mt 
Endieason, occasion, aoddot; 

cause or reason wherefore sij 

thing is done 
Encomlerment, molestation 
Endosse, to write on the back,li 

engrave 
Endurd, hardened 
Enduren, endure, continue 
Enfeloned, hnrried on by wicW 

and frionions intents; beefff 

fierce 

Enfouldred smoke, smoke aii^ 

with flame 
EngluJt, satiate, glut 
Engore, to pierce, to pride; »| 

make bloody or g^ory 
Engorged yre^ anger rising 

very gorge or throat; . 

which cannot be suppreoei 
Engraffed^ iagn^fted, implioii< 
Engroete, made thick 
EiAawut, raised, lifted op 
Eunice, Enroot, implant 
Enriven, torn asund^ 
EfueoMw, Le. fottena 
Ensew , follow. Eruttds, - 
Ensnarle, insnare, intangle* 

skein of silk 
Entayle, engraving 
Entayled urith anticks, engBn» 

carved with images 
Enterdeale, meditation, 

tion 
Enterpnxe, sometimes 

give reception to one 



] 



GLOSSARY. 



MtUeriak§, to entertain 
MmHrely^ or entyrely, earnestly 
MniraUed, intermingled, inter- 
laced, interwoven 
JESnvre, accustom to, make use of, 

practise 
Mured, effected, committed 
. Envy, to Tie with, emulate, refuse 

to give 
Errant Knights, who trarel about 

the world seeking adventure 
Eidiewed, avoided. Eichew, avoid 
3S§loyne, withdraw to a distance ; 

separate 
JStpial, sight, sp3ring 
Ettoyne, excuse for not appearing 
Evengely, gospel 
Ewftes, efts, newts, or evets. 

Upton. Lizards. Hughes 
Ewghen bow, a bow of yew 
Eganimate, lifeless, dead 
t Excheat, accident, or a property 

fallen to any one in any thing 
I Xxpire or Expyre, to bring forth, 

to breathe forth 
X Zxprett, pressed out| squeeaed 
r. out 

Exterpie^ to extirpate, to root out 
I. Extreat, extraction, drawing out 
Eyas Hawks, a term in falconry, 

signifying a young hawk newly 

fl^ged, and fit for flight 
Eyne, Ene, eyes 



F. 



Eade^ to vanish, to perish, to go 
away 

Faine^ doestfaine, are desirous 

Falsed, falsified, deceived 

Fare, to go. Faring, going on 

Fatal read, prophetical advice. 
Fatal errour, a wandering voy- 
age ordered by the Fates 

Fay, faith, truth; sometimes it 
signifies a fairy 

Faytor, doer. False faytor, a 
deceiver 

Fealty, fealhr or homage 

Fearen, to frighten 

Feculent, foul, full of dregs 

Fell, fierce, cruel; also gall. 
Felly, fiercely, cruelly 

Fellojiest, most fierce 

Feminitee, womanhood, state and 
dignity of a woman 

Fere, a companion. FerreSf com- 
panions 

Ferme^ as fleshly ferme, fleshly 
prison 

Fist, feast, for the rhyme 

Fet, Fen, fetch 

Feutred his speare, to set his spear 
in his rest 

Field, is often used for fight, com- 
bat, battle 

Ftaunt, warrant 

Fine, end 

Ftrmes hit 03^, keeps his eye steady 
and firm 



FlatHngj flat 

Flight, arrow 

Flit, Fleet, swift. Upton. To 
fluctuate, to be in motion. 
Hughes 

Flourets, blossoms, or little flowers 

Foemen, foes 

Foile, leaf. Golden foile, leaf 
gold 

Foind, pushed 

Folke-mot, a meeting or assembly 
of folk or people 

Foltring-tongue, faltering, falling, 
or tripping 

Fan, fool. Fond, foolish 

Fond, did find, for the rhjone 

Fone, foes 

Forby, near to 

Fordoo, undo, destroy, ruin 

Forehent, seized, caught hold of 

Forelent, lent beforehand 

Foresay, renounce, Upton, Fore- 
said, forbid. Hughes 

Forestall, to interrupt 

Forethink, to repine or be con- 
cerned at any thing 

Forewent, forsook, went out of 
their way 

Forgone, lost, neglected, forsaken 

Forlore, Forlome, lost, forsaken, 
wretched 

Forpined, much pined, consumed 

Forray, to ravage, spoil 

Forskickt, delayed 

Forsfow, delay 

Forswat, exhausted with sweat 

Forswonk, wearied, over-laboured 

Forthy, therefore, wherefore, why 

Fortilage, sort 

Forworn, much worn 

Foster, for forester 

Fouldring, thundering, blasting 
with lightning 

Foysen, plenty 

Franchise, to free or set at liberty 

Frannon, one of too free or loose 
behaviour 

Frankelin, a freeman or a gentle- 
man 

Fray, to frighten 

Freakes, whimseys, ma<| actions 

Frenne, stranger 

Frett, to eat, consume. It is used 
in another sense; to frett, to 
adorn ; fretted, adorned 

Freze, a warm kind of woollen 
clothing 

Frory, froze, frozen 

Frounce, curl, crisp 

Frowy, frowzy, mossy, mus^ 

Fry of children^ fry, spawn 

Furniment, furnishing, furniture. 

G. 

Gage, pledge, pawn, security 
Galage, a wooden shoe 
Game, 'twixt earnest avuiganM, be- 
twixt earnest and jest 
I Gan, for begu> ^ 



Garres, causes; as, garres thee 
greet 

Gate, a way 

Gazement, gazing 

Geare, stuff*, attire, furniture, 
equipage, dress 

Geason, uncommon, perplexing 

Gelt, a gelding. Upton, Gelt 
gold. Hughes 

Gentlesse, the bdiaviour of a gen- 
tleman 

German, brother, or near kins- 
man 

Gerne, yawn 

Gests, deeds, actions, exploits, 
feats 

Giambeaux, boots, greaves, ar- 
mour, for the legs 

GU)e and geare, joke and jeer 

Gin, begin. Gin, engme, con- 
trivance 

Giusts,j\iatB or tournaments ; more 
particularly single combat on 
norseback with spears and 
swords 

Glade, a passage ; generally for a 
passage cut through a wood 

Glave, a sword 

Glee, mirth 

Glen, a valley 

Glib, a curled bush of hair hang- 
ing down over the eyes 

Glitterand, glittering 

Glode, did glide, glance, or swiftly 
pass 

GUttine speeches, flattering, de- 
ceitful 

Gnarre, to snarl or bark 

Gondelay, properly a Venetian 
wherry 

Goodlyhead, godliness 

Gore, pierce 

Gorge, throat 

Gorget, tLvmouT defending the throat 

Grange, a granary, barn, farm 

Grayle, some particles or gravel. 
Also used m B. ii. C. 10. St. 
53, for the sacred dish in the 
last supper of our Saviour 

Greave, for grove 

Gr«6, liking, satisfaction, pleasure 

Greet, to exclaim, cry out, com- 
plain 

Gride, Gryde, to strike, wound, 
pierce, or cut through 

Griefful, full of grief 

Griple, one that snatches greedily, 
a griping miser 

Groom, shepherd, herdsman 

Groynd, grunted 

Gunrish, to garnish, to dress out 
gorgeously 

Gueld, a guildhall 

Guerdon^ reward, recompense, 
prize 

Guilers, cheats 

Guise, Guize, way, fashion, man- 
ner, Upton. Form, habit, con- 
dition. Hughes 

Gyre, circling, turning round 



GLOSSARY. 



II. 

llabetjeoiit armour covering the 
neck and breast. Upton, Ar- 
mour covering the bead and 
sboulders. Hughe* 

HabilimenU, apparel, clotbiag 

Hable, fit, ready, able, apt, nimble 

Haequeton, a piece of armour 

Hafendeate, in partition 

Halidtm, Holy Dame; an oatb 
by the Virgm Mary 

Harit for have 

Harbroughf harbour 

Hardy, brave, bold. Hardiment, 
courage, boldness 

Hardyhoodf Hardyhead, a brave 
state of mind 

HarroWf to lay waste, to destroy 

Harrow! an interjection and ex- 
clamation, showing distress 

Hash, a wicker basket to carry fish 

Haubergf Hauberque, Vide Ha- 
berjeon 

Haught coragBt high mind 

Haulst, embraced 

Heast, Hestf or Behest^ command, 
precept 

Heben bow, a bow made of ebony 

HedeguieSf a sort of country 
dances 

Hem, them 

Head, to take hold of 

Hent, seized 

Herbars, herbs, plants 

Herriedy Heried, to praise, to 
celebrate 

Hersal, rehearsal 

Hidder and shidder, he and she 

Hie, to go, to hasten 

Hide, hastened 

Hight, named, called 

Hild, covered 

Hilding, a term of reproach 

Hold, B. ii. C. 2. St. 44. the hold 
of the castle is put for the castle 
itself 

Hcle, so spelled in the 1st and 
2d quartos, in the folios whole, 
B. iii. C. 12. St 38. 

Zfoocf, condition, state. Frequently 
used in compounds, as knight- 
hood, priesthood, widowhood, 
&c. 

Hore, hoar, hoary, Upton, White ; 
sometimes it signifies squalid, 
filthy, rough. Hughes 

Hostry, an inn 

Hot, Hole, from Hight, was named, 
called 

H ousting Jire, sacramental fire 

Hove, for heave 

Hovin!Z, hovering, floating 

Humblesse, humility 

Hurlen forth, rush forth 

Hurtle to rush with violence 

Hurtling, rushing, thrusting 

Hymen'io Hymen, the nuptial song 
at weddings, invocating tlie god 
IJymena;us 



I. 

Javel, seems to signify a slander- 
ing fellow 

Idleue, idleness 

lesses, straps of leather fastened 
on the hawk*s legs when held 
in the fist 

Impacable, so the quartos and 
folios ; but Hughes, implacable 

Impe, child or offspring 

Impeach, sometimes used by Spen- 
ser in the sense of the French 
word empecher, to hinder 

Importable, not to be borne 

In, Inn, Inne, an inn, a chamber, 
a house 

Jnco/if inent,immediately , mstantly, 
forthwith 

Indigne, unworthy 

Infant, the Prince, B. ii. C. 8. St 
56. &c. 

Inferd, brought on 

Infest, deadly 

Ingate, entrance 

Ingowes, ingots 

Intendement, attention, under- 
standing, thought' 

Interesse, interest 

Intreat, speak of, treat of 

Intuse, contusion, bruise 

loUyhead, a state of jollity 

louisance^ loyaunce, rejoicing, di- 
version 

Ire, Yre, wrath, anger 

K. 

Keep, care, heed, custody, charge 

Keeping, guard 

Keight, caught 

Ken, Kenn, to know, to spy, to 

discover 
Kend, Kent, knew, kenned 
Kerns, countrymen or boors 
Kesars, Keasars, Emperors, Caj- 

sars, Czars 
Kest, cast 
Kestrel, a sort of hawk of the 

baser breed 
Kidst, dost know 
Kight, a kite 
Kilt, for killed 
Kirtle, a woman's gown 
Kond, kend, knew 
Kynd, nature. Kyndle, natural 
Ky tided, begotten 
Kyne, cows or herds 

L. 

Lad, led, did lead 

Laid, taint 

Lare, Loire, lair of a deer 

Latched, caught 

Lay, a song. Layes, songs, 

poems 
Lay, the ear h or ground 
Laystall, a place to lay dung or 

rubbish 
Luzats, l«'j)rous persons 



Leach; surgeon or physician 
Leare, Leaves, lUres, doctrine, 

learning, so^ence 
Leasing, lying 
Leavd, levied, raised 
Ledden, language, dialect 
Leef, or Lief, willing. As U^. 

more willing 
LeesCf lost 

Legierdemayne, sleight of hand 
Leman, sweetheart, ccmcubiiM, ij 

mistress 
Lenger, longer 
L' Envoy, the epilogue after i 

copy of verses 
Lest, listen 
Lever, rather 
Leven, lightning 
Levin-brond, thunderbolt 
Lewdly, ignorantly 
Libbard, leopard 
Lich, like 
Lirfe, dear. Liefer, Lever, dearer. 

Lirfest, dearest 
Liege-lord, sovereign lord. Liegh 

man, who owes allegiance to 

the liege-lord 
Lig, or Liggen, to lie 
Lignage, lineage, or descent 
Lilted out his tongue, for lolled out, 

&c. 
Lime-hound, a blood-hound 
Limiter, one that goes about sel- 
ling indulgences 
Lin, to lean, give way. Sometiiiiet 

to cease or give over 
Lincolne-greene, a species of cloth 

manufactured at Lincoln ' 

Lists, ground inclosed for tilts 

or tournaments 
LitBf alight, get oflf horse 
Lived mortally, i. e. lived among 

mortals 
Livelod, livelihood, maintenance ' 
Livelyhed, liveliness, life, spirit i 
Livery and seisin, law phrases 
Lane, a thing lent, a loan 
Long, belong 

Loord, as lazy Loord, idle fellow 
Lording^, sirs, masters. A dim. 

of lord 
Lare, learning, instruction 
Lore, for Lorn, left, lost 
Lorel, Losel, a liar, cheat, a loose 

fellow 
Lover, or I.oover, a chimney or 

opening in the roof of a cotta^ 
Lout, to bow servilely, to crouch 
Lugs, perches 
Lusk, Luskish, Luskisttness, a laxf 

disposition 
I nsitesse, listlessly 
Lustyhed, lustiness, vigour 
Lustlesse, weak, not luatj 
Lyte, light op, settle, f»Ul on 
Lythe, soft 

M. 

Mage, magician, enchanter 
Mti':;nes btune, the load-stone 



GLOSSARY. 



Prank, Scmt frmmk tktir rufflm^ 
i, e, eibibit forth, uid proudly 
show. Prankt in r»ai(m*» garb, 
pompously set forth, arrogantly 
tricked out 

PraoM, press, throng, crowd 

Pmt, prepared, ready at hand. 
Sometimes for pressed 

Protended, shown forth, held out 

Prick, to prick as with spurs 

Pricking on the pkdne, riding on 
the|Nain 

Priefe, proof 

Prive, prove 

Prite, scuffle, fight 

Proeurd, solicitwl, entreated 

Propeme, weigh, consider, ])re- 
meditate 

Protente, extension, drawing out 

Prow, brave ; Prower, braver ; 
Prowest, bravest 

Puissaunee, valour, power, might 
Puiaant, powerful, mighty 

Purfled, flourished with a needle, 
Hughet, Embroidered or de- 
corated as with embroidery, 
Upton 

Pwyoie, discourse, talk, words 

Purvay^ provide 

Puttockes, bitterns, kites. So 
Gloss, to Chaucer 

Pyned ghost. Vide Pine 

Pyoningi, Vide Pioningt 

Q. 

Quadrate, a square 

Quaid, subdued. Perhaps instead 

of qualed or quelled 
QuaiU, to subdue, to quell, Upton. 

Quaile, to languish, Hughet 
Quaint, nice, curious 
Quarle, B. ii. C. 11. St. 33. con- 
tracted from Quarrel, shaft, 

arrow 
Qtuirrey, prey 
Quart, the western division ; the 

fourth part 
Quayd^ Vide Qvaid 
Queem, or Queam, please 
Queint, quenched 
Queint elect, quaintly or oddly 

chosen 
Quell, sometimes used for to die 
Quest, adventure, exploit 
Quidi, to quicken, to stir 
Quight, to deliver, to free 
Quip, taunt, flout 
Quite, to requite 
Quited, requited, returned 
Quaok, did quake, did shake, did 

tremble. 

R. 

Race, Vide Rast 

Bad, for did read ; or guessed 

Rajt, Reft, bereft, bereaved, Upton, 

Rent, tore, Hughes 
Raid, Vide Ray 



llaiie, adowne their tidet did mile, 
t. e. flow or run along 

Raine, region. Rayne, rule or 
kingdom 

Ramp, to paw, or fly out, like a 
mad horse 

Rank, in order 

Ransakt, plundered, trifled, vio- 
lated 

Rapt, in rapture 

Rash, mailes did rash^ did break, 
did shiver in pieces 

Rast, Raud, erased, efiaced 

Rathe, early 

Raught, reached, did reach 

Ravin, rapine, spoU, ravening 

Ray, to discolour, beray 

Ray, for Aray, ornament, fur- 
niture. Also for in ray, in 
array, in order and rank 

Read, Reed, to advise, warn, pro- 
nounce, declare, interpret, 
guess, divine. Likewise coun- 
sel, advice, prophecy 

Reave, to bereave, or take away 
violently 

Rcitdifyde, rebuild 

Rebut, rebound, recoil, repel 

Reck, care, reckon, account 

heelayme, call back 

Recoure, recover 

Recule, Recuile, to recoil, go back, 
or give way 

Recreant, out of hope, untrusty, 
cowardly 

Redoubtedy reverenced, honoured, 
feared 

Redounding tears, abounding and 
flowing over 

Regiment, rule, government 

Relate, bring back 

Relent his pace, to slacken, to stay 

Reliven, to live again 

Remercied, thanked 

Rencounter, accidental fight, or 
adventure 

Benfarst, reinforced 

Renfierst, reinfierced, again made 
fierce and bold 

Renns, for runs 

Renverst, turned upside down, 
overturned 

Replevie, to redeem, to recover by 
a replevy 

Reprieje, reproof 

Reprize, to make reprisals 

Reseized, reinstated, in possession 
again 

Resiant, lodged, placed, resident 

Retrate, Retraitt, picture, por- 
trait; air of the face. Also 
retreat, fall back, give ground 

Retyrd, drawn out 

Reverse, recal, return 

Reverse, dress again, to clothe 
again 

Rew, to rue, pity. Hew, a row. 
In a Rew, in a row 

Ribauld, a debauched fellow 

Rife, frequent ; fully, abundantly 



R^, gap, deft, chink, or ora< 
Rive, to cleave asunder. Ri 

rent, split, torn asand«r 
Rode, inn>ad 
Ronis, young bullocks 
Roode, a cross 
Rosiere, a rose-tree 
Rote, harp, or crowd 
Rov9, didst rove, i, e. didst si 

thy roving arrows 
Rowndetl, a round bubble 
Royne, to bite or gnnw 
Rue. Vide Reto 
Ruffs, ornaments for the neck 

plain or ruffled moalin or ct 

brie 
Ruinate, brought to ruin, 01 

thrown 
Ruing, yitying, ItufuUy, pitift 
Ruth, pity 

Rybauld, Vide Ribauld 
Ryfe. Vide Rife 
Ryved. Vide Rive 

S. 



Sad, grave 

Safe her, her excepted 

Salewed, saluted 

Saliaufice, sally, or assault 

Salve his hurts, to cure, to remei 

Salved, saluted 

Sam, same ; sometimes it signiii 

together 
Samite, satin 
Say, a thin sort of silk staff, i 

sword of better sau, of b^W 

proof, assay 
Scarmoges, skirmishings 
Scath, harm, mischief 
Scatterlings, scattered rovM» • 

ravagers 
Sceme, discern 
Sclave, slave 

Sclaunders, slanders j 

Scord, marked, engraved 
Score, reckoning 
Scorse, exchange 
Serine, Scryne, chest, coffer 
Scruze, squeeze out, press out 
Scryde, descried 
Sdaine, disdain. Sdeigned. •• 

dained 
Scare, dry, consumed, buraflf 

parching 
See, seat, habitation 
Seely, silly 
Selcouth, uncommon 
SeU, a seal-fish 
Select shapes, chosen, elegaot 
Sell, saddle 
Semblaunt, show, pretence, *f 

pearance 
Seminary, a nursery 
Seneschell^ a president, gori 

or steward 
Sens, used for since 
Sent, the scent, the smelling 
Sew, follow. Sewing, foUotrt 

Sewed, followed 



GLOSSAR' 



Venger, rerenger 
Ventayltt the fore part of this hel- 
met, to ^ve rent or air to the 

face by Ufiing up 
Venteth into the tLmdf anaffa the 

wind 
Vere the maine shete, turn, ahift 
Vetihy bed, (sbep. Cal.) bed of 

pease strair 
ViUU, yile 

Virelayty a kind of aooga 
Vismmtit, phyaiognomy, viaage, 

aspect 
Umbriere, the visor of the helmet 
Uncouth t unusual, atrange, harsh ; 

odd, deformed 
Urulerfong, attempt by unfair and 

indirect meana 
Undertime f the afternoon, towarda 

the evening, B. iiL C. 7. St. 13. 
Undightf not dight, disordered; 

loosened, untied 
Unnmth, difficult, acaroely, with 

difficulty. Sometiaiea it lig- 

nifiea aunoat 
Unhele, to discover, to bewray 
Uiihertt, took them from the hearse 

or temporary monument where 

they were usually hanged, B. v. 

C. 3. St. 37. 
Unkempt, unadorned , or void of 

grace or elegance 
Unkend, not known 
Unlichf unlike 

Unpervaide, unprovided, not fur- 
nished 
Unrest, disquiet, uneaainesa 
Unsoot, unsweet 
Untoares, unexpectedly, incau* 

tiously , . unwarily 
Unweetingt unknowing, unawares, 

ignorant 
Unwist, not thought of, unknown. 
Upbmst, burst open 
Upbrayes, upbraidings, reproaches 
Upwreahed, unrevenged. 

W. 

Wage, a pledge ; likewise reward, 

wages 
Wa^t, a stray 
War, worse 

War-hable, able or powerful in war 
Ware, wary, cautious. Ware, did 

wear 
Wareless, stupified 
War-old, old in war or strife 
Warray, to make war upon, to 

harrass with war 
Warrioureise, a woman-warrior, 

an Amazon 
Watchet, pale blue 
Wawes, waves, Upton. Wawee, 



waves, perhapa for woes. 

Way, weigh, value, esteem 

WaymenJt, to bewail, lament 

Wayne, Wtune, chariot 

Weal-away, Wele-away, alas ! 

Ween, Weenen, imagine, judg^ 

Weet, to know. Weeten, to wit 

Weetleu, unknownin^ 

Wefte, wafted. Wefte, waved, 
avoided, put off 

Weft (noun), a atray; whatever 
wanders and is lost 

Well, did well, spring, flow. To 
Weld, to move, to wield, to go- 
vern 

Wele, weal, welfare 

WeUte, to set, decrease, wither ; 
to grow faint 

Welkin, the aky, firmament 

Welter, to wallow 

Wend, to go. " 'Wend, for 

Weened, imagine 

Went, way, journey, Upton. Go- 
ing, courae, Hughee 

West, to, to aet in the west 

Wex, to increaae, to grow 

WhaUy, full of whalea 

Whatao, whatsoever 

Whenso, whensoever 

WhiUme, Whylome, formerly, some 
while ago. 

Whist, hushed, silenced 

Whit, a little part 

Wh4ft, hoi 

Whylear0, erewhiley sometime be- 
fore 

Wicked herbes, noxious, poisonous 

Wield, Weld, manage, handle, go- 
vern, direct, turn, sway, &c. 

Wight, creature, person 

Wightly, quickly 

Wimble, shifting to and fro 

Wimpled, folded over like a veil 

Wise, guise, appearance 

To Wis, to know. Wist, thought, 
knew 

Wite, blame, reproach 

WithhauU, withholden, withdrew 

Woe begonne, far gone in woe, 
overwhelmed 

Wonne, is used in two senses ; in 
the fiiat, for to overcome, gain 
the victory, from to win. In 
the second place, for to dwell, 
to inhabit, from the German 
women. 

Won, to use, to be wont 

Wont, custom, manner 

Woo, to court, or win by courting 

Wood, mad. Woodness, madness 

Wot, to know. Wotest, knowest 

Wowed, wooed, for the rbjnne 



Woxed, waxed 

Wrast, wrest, for the rliyme 
Wreake, to revenge. IVrche, re- 
venged 
Wreai^ulj revengeful 
Wrest, wrist 
WrizUd, wrinkled 
Wroken, wreaked, reveng^ 
Whyle, beguile 
Whyte. Vide Wite. 

Y. 



Ybet, beaten 

Ybent, bent, inclined, addicted 
Yblent, blinded, or confounded 
Ybrent, burnt 
Yclad, clad, clothed 
Ycleped, called, named 
Ydlesse, idleness 
Ydrad, Ydred, dreaded, feared 
Yeame, earn, get, procure 
Yede, Yeed, Yeade, to go 
Yeoman, sometimes signifies ser- 
vant 
Yerks, yerks, jerks, lashes 
Yeven, given 

Yfere, in company, together 
Irfoetered, fostered, nourished, 

brought up 
Yfrau^, freighted, loaden 
YfretUd, the same as fretted 
1^00, gone 

Yit, yet ; for the rh3naae 
YUke, alike 

Ymagery, images, figures 
YmoU, molten, melten 
Ympe, Impe, offspring 
Ympt, grafted on, fixed on «si 

graff 
Yod, Vide Yeed 
Yold, yielded 
Yond, beyond 
Yore, of yore, anciently, iona^ 
Youngth, youth 
Yownker, a lusty young man 
Ypaid Vide Apead 
Ypent, pent up, or folded ^ 

she^ 
Ypight, placed 
Yplaste, placed 
Yplight, plighted 
Yrapt, wrapt in ecstacy 
Yre, ire, anger 
Yrent, rent 
Yrived, rived, riven 
Yroke, Ywreahen, Ywrehn, 

ed, revenged 
Ysame, collected together 
Yshtnd, to spoil, to disgrace 
Ywis, Iwis, truly, indeed ; te 

own knowledge. 

used expletively, sonv 

ironically. 
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